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The Association President’s Message

This year also marks the 100th Anniversary of the 
Battle of Vimy Ridge, and our Regiment has worked 
hard with the City of Edmonton to highlight our sol-
diers of the past. I encourage the men and women 
of the Regiment to look deep into our history and to 
help continue our legacy. 

I would like to thank Eileen Brettner for all of her 
hard work on the past Forty-Niner magazines; this 
is the last edition she’ll be producing. We’d like to 
welcome the new volunteer editor, my daughter 
Deana Truemner, who teaches at Major-General 
Griesbach School. She will be learning the ropes 
from Eileen over the next few months and will take 
over later this year.

I look forward to speaking to as many members as 
possible in the upcoming year. Stay tuned for As-
sociation announcements through social media and 
other means of communications.

Jack Bowen
The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Association

It is an honour for me to 
serve as the President of 
The 49th Battalion, The 
Loyal Edmonton Regiment 
Association. I would like to 
thank the past President, 
Warrant Officer Brendan 

Yuill, as well as the Executive for their dedication 
and service to the Association. I know the Executive 
will work hard for you, the members, in the upcom-
ing year.

The Executive wishes to enhance the Association in 
the next few years, and to start we have created an 
Association website, and we have officially brought 
the Kit Shop online. Thank you to Sean Paszek, from 
Prostar Energy, who dedicated his time to create 
our website and who made it possible to get the 
Kit Shop online. The Executive is also looking into 
providing Association membership for all serv-
ing members (including membership cards), more 
events involving the battalion, along with an Asso-
ciation logo competition. 

Our Association website is www.49ler.com. You can 
also visit the Regimental website at www.loyaled-
dies.com and The Loyal Edmonton Regiment 
Museum’s site at www.lermuseum.org.

2017 marks the 100th year of the Association’s ex-
istence, and the Executive is planning a 100th Anni-
versary Banquet on September 9, 2017. Ensure that 
you mark this date on your calendar as there will 
be limited seating. The banquet will honour our 
Second World War veterans and our Afghanistan 
veterans.
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Welcome to the 116 edition of 
the Forty-Niner. Like my previous 
editorials, I’d like to start off by 
thanking everyone who helped 
contribute to this edition. 
Captain Rick Dumas has been 
integral in pushing for articles 
and writing a variety of them 

himself on the events of the Regiment. Thank you 
for all of your help these past four years! To the 
Museum staff and volunteers and Association 
Executives—thank you for your guidance and 
support in giving me a chance with this publication. 
It’s been a blast! To Jack Bowen for your drive and 
focus for this edition; I look forward to seeing the 
direction you and Deana take with the upcoming 
editions. And most importantly, our writers—for 
your patience with me and my edits. Our new 
editor, Deana Truemner, brings a vast amount 
of experience with her and will bring a new 
perspective to the journal. I hope the readers of the 
Forty-Niner continue to help her, as you have I, fill 
the future pages of this publication. 

For this edition, the cover photograph is inspired by 
Brian Plowman’s travels. This photograph is from 
the Veterans Affairs Canada website (http://www.
veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/
overseas/second-world-war/italy/price-of-peace) 
regarding the Canadian monument Price of Peace, 
which was built in October 1999. Brian Plowman is 
the son of Herbert Plowman, one of the Regiment’s 
Second World War veterans. Through his love of 
adventure and curiosity of the past, Brian takes 
us to the battlefields that are long forgotten in the 
present. Much like Bettyanne English, whose family 
search led her to Vimy. Their stories remind me of a 
veteran that the Regiment owes much to, and who

Editorial

represented all that The Loyal Edmonton Regiment 
has stood for in his travels—Ken Froland. A 
celebrity of sorts in Hoevelaken, Netherlands, 
Ken travelled to the annual celebration each 
year, filled with pride in not only his regiment’s 
accomplishment in the Second World War, but also 
in the fellowship and bond forged between the 
citizens of Hoevelaken and The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment. 

His passing last year brings a sombre occasion of 
this bond disappearing with the passage of time, 
yet brings light onto an attitude that prevails in 
society, and which has been overheard in some 
circles of the Regiment. 

It is ever so simple to become enthralled in the 
daily stresses of our jobs, our relationships, our 
lives, and we often forget of the bigger picture. 
Reflecting back on Ken Froland’s annual pilgrimage 
to honour the Regiment and the bond with 
Hoevelaken, the trip itself has been seen in terms 
of tasks and expenses, but forgotten in terms of 
purpose. Ken’s visit was to embrace the pride 
he had in serving the Regiment, in liberating 
Hoevelaken, and ultimately, his pride in his nation 
and his regiment. He reflected a pride and attitude 
of service of never expecting a handout from his 
regiment or nation. 

In my tenure as the editor for the Forty-Niner, I 
have had the privilege of engaging in the history 
of the Regiment from its conception to its current 
status and rank in the Canadian Armed Forces. To 
see the pride each soldier had in serving Canada, 
and in the brotherhood and sisterhood that is

Continues on next page.
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The Loyal Edmonton Regiment, is humbling and 
inspiring. 

The men and women before you served with pride, 
honour, and without expecting anything from the 
Regiment, and by putting on the uniform, by taking 
these exercises and courses, you are part of the 
Regiment and its camaraderie—you, the members 
of this unit, are making its history. The men and 
women who served before you were just like you. 
They partied, they had careers, they developed 
close bonds of brotherhoods and sisterhood that—
let’s face it—only comes with a life in service. They 
had a wicked sense of humour, a stout loyalty to the 
Crown, and they fought their demons off and on the 
battlefield.

You represent those that have come before you. 
Never forget their sacrifices, and never let those 
sacrifices fall forgotten into the past. Like Ken 
Froland, we must all remember and honour our 
past, and hold the Regiment’s pride and Colours 
close to our hearts, remembering that the soldiers 
of yesterday and the soldiers of today all took an 
oath to serve and to sacrifice for each other, and for 
Canada. 

It has been an honour to have worked with The 
Loyal Edmonton Regiment and to have engaged 
with its former and current members. Thank you 
for the opportunity, and I wish all of you success in 
your careers with the Eddies. 

All the best,

Eileen Brettner*

*Thanks, bro! ;-)

Dear Members,

As a military daughter, it is my 
great honour to take on the role 
of editor for this publication. It 
is my hope that collectively, we 

can pay respect to the history that has shaped the 
Association, while bridging the gap between ‘then’ 
and ‘now’ with respect to our stories, resources, 
and members. 

I bring with me a decade of teaching and mental 
health work, as well as a passion for health and 
wellness. Currently, I am working on my Masters 
in Comprehensive Mental and Physical Health in 
schools, and I juggle this with teaching yoga and 
fitness, being a mother and wife, and teaching 
English and French in the junior high at Major-
General Griesbach School. I hope my skills and 
experience will serve us in building a relevant and 
principled publication.

Looking forward to working with you,

Deana Truemner
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soldiers trained and prepared for all manner 
of operations at home and abroad. We spend 
countless hours on invaluable soldier skills, such as 
weapons handling, marksmanship, and command 
and control procedures. In my view, however, we 
do not spend the necessary amount of time to link 
our current actions to those of our predecessors. 
We are fortunate to have a rich history that affords 
our Regiment an opportunity to directly relate 
the soldier skills learned today to the historical 
battles from our past. While we have reminders 
all around us, including our Colours and some 
remaining Second World War veterans, I believe 
that the connection is not always laid bare and 
this is unfortunate. I am of a view that the swell of 
pride and identity that follows from the large-scale 
recognition of these centennial events is important. 
We, as a Regiment, must constantly reach back into 
our past collective memory in order to ensure that 
we step forward into the future with pride and 
recognition of those who have served before us. 

There is no doubt that the many historical events, 
including the battles from the Great War, have 
shaped our present day reality. Our current rights 
and freedoms exist, in part, as a direct consequence 
of these actions. I have every confidence that we 
will bring the lessons learned from the past to the 
soldiers of the present in an effort to positively 
shape our future. Our Regiment played a role in 
these actions and I take pride in such knowledge. 
I intend to work diligently to ensure that the 
current soldiers of the Regiment are afforded an 
opportunity to hear, to see, and to understand such 
events and the role the Regiment played within 
them that has helped shaped this great nation.

Fears No Foe.

Words from our Commanding Officer
Written by: LCol Jonathan McCully, CD

First, I would like to thank 
our Editor, Eileen Brettner, 
for reaching out to me for a 
contribution to this edition of the 
Forty-Niner. I read the publication 
with interest, and am thrilled 
to be afforded the opportunity 
to add to this edition from 
the perspective of the newest 

Commanding Officer of The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment.

2017 is a year full of milestones. This Canada Day 
marks the 150th anniversary of our country and 
we are currently in the midst of the Government of 
Canada’s 150th series of celebrations. We are also 
commemorating a series of 100th anniversaries for 
some of our Regiments most notable First World 
War battles including the battles of Arras, Vimy, 
Hill 70, Ypres, and Passchendaele. At this time 
of celebration and commemoration (honouring, 
observing, and memorializing), one cannot help but 
feel the swell of pride and identity that comes with 
the recognition of such events.

As a minor history buff, I’ve read articles regarding 
these battles, and view the current events with 
an appreciation that is commensurate with 
my academic interests. Furthermore, as the 
Commanding Officer of The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment, I see these events not just as milestones 
to be recognized or commemorated in 2017, but 
as historical events that should form a part of our 
ongoing collective consciousness as we move 
through this year and beyond. As George Santayana 
famously stated, “Those who cannot learn from 
history are doomed to repeat it.”  Our present                    
individual and group training cycles are excellent 
methods to deliver the necessary skills to see our
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Honorary Colonel, John Stanton, CM, LLD 
Submitted By: Capt Rick Dumas, Adjt

John Stanton is a member 
of the Order of Canada 
and author of ten 
books on running. He is 
recipient of the Canadian 
Cardiovascular Society, 
Dr. Harold N. Segall 
Award of Merit and holds 
an Honorary Doctor of 
Laws degree from the 
University of Alberta, the 

Canadian Medical Association Award for Excellence 
in Health Promotion. He is an inductee into the 
Canadian Retail Hall of Fame, Alberta Business Hall 
of Fame, Athletics Canada Hall of Fame, the City 
of Edmonton’s Salute to Excellence Hall of Fame, 
and was the Hon. LCol of The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment (4 PPCLI). John is also recipient of the 
Alberta Centennial Medal and the Queen Elizabeth 
II Diamond Jubilee Medal. He is a board member of 
the Commonwealth Games Canada Foundation. 

John is regularly featured in the National Post, 
the Globe and Mail, Global, CBC, CTV, BNN, and 
media outlets across Canada. He has run over 
60 marathons, hundreds of road races, and 
numerous triathlons, including the Hawaiian World 
Championship Ironman competition. 

His role in the Army Run has had a positive impact 
with regards to its success. John Stanton is the 
Founder and CEO of the Running Room, a family 
owned and operated Canadian company with over 
110 stores and 1,400 employees in Canada and the 
US. 

Honorary Colonel John Stanton has held an 
honorary appointment with The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment for seven years, in which he has provided 
stellar support. John resides in Edmonton with his 
wife, Beverley, and has several family ties to the 
Canadian Army.
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Honorary Lieutenant Colonel, Douglas A. Cox
Submitted By: Capt Rick Dumas, Adjt

Doug Cox is Chairman 
and CEO of Touchstone 
Holdings Ltd.; a private 
investment company with 
its head office located 
in Edmonton, Alberta. 
He is President and CEO 
of subsidiary Nunastar 
Properties Inc., a property 
investor and manager, co-
founder, and Chairman 

of subsidiary Grandview Exploration Inc., an oil 
and gas exploration and production company. 
Touchstone also invests in private and public 
growth-oriented companies through its private 
equity subsidiary AstroHill Ventures Ltd. 

Nunastar is one of the largest property owners 
and hospitality industry operators in Canada’s 
Territories. It is engaged in the development, 
acquisition, ownership, and management of 
hospitality, residential, and commercial income 
properties centred in the capital cities of Iqaluit, 
Nunavut, and Yellowknife, NWT.

A native Edmontonian, Doug earned his Bachelor 
of Science in Mechanical Engineering from the 
University of Alberta in 1983. He worked as 
a consulting engineer in Edmonton and was 
designated a Professional Engineer in Alberta in 
1985. Doug lived in Boston, Massachusetts from 
1985 to 1987 and earned a Master of Business 
Administration degree from Harvard Business 
School.

Doug is currently a Director of the Edmonton 
Economic Development Corporation, a Director 
of the Edmonton Eskimo Football Club, and a 
member of the Blatchford Redevelopment Advisory 
Committee on behalf of the City of Edmonton. He 
is also a past chair of the Alberta Chapter of the 
World President’s Organization (2015), the Young 
President’s Organization (2007), the Edmonton 
Chamber of Commerce (1998), the Brookview 
Community Association (2004), and a past board 
member of several other community-based, non-
profit organizations in Edmonton. He was President 
of the Harvard Business School Club of British 
Columbia in 1994 when he resided in Vancouver.

Doug has a strong interest in leadership, 
architecture, fitness, adventure travel, and 
philanthropy. In 2008, Doug created the Nunastar 
Fund for Northern Children; a significant 
endowment fund exclusively dedicated to the 
health, education, and well-being of northern youth 
which he personally oversees. Doug and his wife, 
Karen, were key benefactors of the Peter Lougheed 
Leadership College at the University of Alberta and 
recently established the Cox Charitable Foundation. 
Doug resides in Edmonton with his wife and their 
three children Ben, Mariel, and Alison. Honorary 
LCol Cox was appointed as such on May 13, 2016.
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Minister of Veterans Affairs Commendation

Editor’s Note: The following information is verbatim from the Veterans Affairs Canada website, http://www.
veterans.gc.ca/eng/about-us/department-officials/minister/commendation/bio/1436 and http://www.

veterans.gc.ca/eng/about-us/department-officials/minister/commendation/backgrounder.

Captain Richard Dumas is a Veteran with 38 
years of service in Princess Patricia’s Canadian 
Light Infantry. He has also worked diligently as 
a volunteer to promoting military heritage and 
ensuring the well-being of Veterans. As a result, Mr. 
Dumas’ work at restoring regimental contact with 
the families of Veterans who participated in various 
conflicts, many family members have received 
various supports and have enjoyed participation 
at several special regimental events. In working 
with various Veterans organizations, Mr. Dumas has 
visited many Veterans in hospitals and has assisted 
individuals in personal crisis. 

He has also spoken at many schools and service 
clubs, teaching about the many achievements of our 
Veterans and promoting Army Cadets. Mr. Dumas 
has played an essential role in the organization of 
several large events. He assisted Veterans Affairs 
Canada and Senator Yonah Martin with organizing 
the Imjin Hockey Classic in 2013, the Year of the 
Korean War Veteran. He helped elderly Veterans 
of the Korea Veterans Association, Edmonton Unit 
with the parade to mark the 60th anniversary of 
the Korean War armistice. To commemorate the 
70th Anniversary of the Battle of Ortona, Mr. Dumas 
initiated and oversaw the planning and execution 
of a unique official Proclamation of Friendship 
Ceremony between Edmonton and Ortona, Italy.

Backgrounder

In April, 2001 Her Majesty the Queen approved the 
design of a special bar to be worn with decorations 
to be known as the Minister of Veterans Affairs 
Commendation. The Governor General has issued 
a Warrant creating this award, and the governing 
policies call for it to be “...awarded to individuals 
who have performed commendable service to 
the Veteran community and /or individuals who 
represent commendable role models for their 
fellow Veterans.” The Commendation is intended 
primarily for Veterans, but may be awarded to non-
Veterans.

Captain Rick Dumas (left) receiving his 
award from the Minister of Veterans Affairs, 

the Honorable Kent Hehr (right).
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Awards, Citations, Appointments, and

Promotions

Sgt Alden, CD1

Maj Barr, CD2

MWO Denney, CD1

Cpl Edmonds, CD

MCpl Harder, CD

Sgt Leasa, CD

MCpl Liaw, CD

Cpl Miller, CD1

Cpl Morck, CD

Sgt Parry, CD

Cpl Plester, CD

CWO Rutherford, CD2

Cpl Thompson, CD

Cpl Vandoremalen, CD

Sgt Veasy, GCS-SWA+2

MCpl Weir, CD

Cpl Wilks, CD

Sgt Yuill, CD1

MWO Zawalsky, CD2
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Brigade Training Exercise
Written By: Cpl Douglas Graham

Photos by: Unknown
Soldiers of The Loyal Edmonton Regiment’s 
(L EDMN R), A-Coy and C-Coy, participated in the 
2016 39th Brigade Training Exercise, along with 
the Calgary Highlanders (Cal Highs). Originally, the 
L EDMN Rs and Cal Highs were to act as an enemy 
force for 39th Brigade, but due to shortages in 
manpower, we were folded into the rifle companies 
to fill the gap.

The L EDMN Rs were attached to a platoon from 
the Canadian Scottish Regiment, and for many of 
the troops, this was our first Brigade exercise that 
offered valuable training experience. Thankfully, 
we were placed in a section with Sgt Chaffe as our 
Section IC, and Cpl Graham as our 2IC. The exercise 
was the first time Sgt Chaffe was able to lead a 
section in this manner, and for Cpl Graham to gain 
experience in the role of 2IC. 

We were issued weapon effects system gear for the 
duration of the exercise, and some of the scenarios 
we faced consisted of attacking urban areas, patrols 
and advances to contact, and a good assortment of 
light infantry skills. We lived in half shelters created 
by our ground sheets, and we slept in platoon hides 
throughout the training area. Luckily, the weather 
cooperated with us, and we were only met with a 
small amount of rain.

One of the villages we attacked was the famous 
Vertical Village. As the name suggests, it’s not 
an area that should be taken lightly; it’s a damn 
mountain with buildings perched on top of it. 
We were lucky that some of the Eddies, who 
participated in Maple Resolve last year, had 
prior knowledge of the Village, and knew how to 
deal with the terrain. Those with the experience 
suggested to our platoon commander that we 
attack from the rear instead of the front. Our 
input was taken into consideration and thankfully 
implemented, and we began our approach, at night, 
to conceal our movement to the objective. It was a 
challenge. At one point during the march, in a span 
of 70 metres, we increased our elevation by 240 
feet. This drastic change is a good indication of the 
type of terrain we were dealing with. 

Once we arrived at the hide, we rested while day 
broke and then began to make our final approach. 
We came in contact with what we assumed was 
a section in front of us from the radio chatter. We 
began to clear our way to the village. As we moved 
closer, other companies began to cordon off the 
area, and they pushed the enemy force towards us. 
After 30 minutes and a good hustle, we managed to 
take out the enemy, but it turns out it was just one
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guy, which goes to show how quickly things can 
change by a determined and skilled opponent.

Once the attack began, our section brought up the 
rear and linked up with another section that gained 
lodgement in the first set of buildings. We then 
began to push through and clear out the rest of the 
village. One building we entered turn out to be a 
Hollywood grade gore fest, and we were faced with 
a double amputee who was posing as an injured 
civilian. We were quick to react; assessing the 
situation before we took the correct measures to 
ensure the civilian was stabilized until the medics 
showed up before we continued to press the attack.

The final assault was a first for many of the Eddies 
due to its size. The position was a motorized 
mortar platoon in an open field, protected by 
defence emplacements. We attacked with all the 
units of 39th Brigade and the US contingent of 
troops that was on location for cross-training. The 
Engineers led the charge by putting Bangalore 
torpedoes in the wire defences and blowing them 
up. 
 

Once the wire was blown, two full companies 
attacked the position, and it was cleared in 15 
minutes. Once the attack was completed, Brigadier 
General Hetherington (then the Commander of 3rd 
Canadian Division), jumped into chat with some 
of the troops. He talked with Sgt Chaffe and Cpl 
Graham to get their assessment of the exercise, and 
we then conducted an after action review with the 
Canadian and American units as a whole to get a 
perspective of the exercise through our eyes.

After everything had been said and done, we 
carried on with a great smoker with our allies after 
being in the field for 12 days. It was a welcomed 
treat.



14 * September 2017

Forty-Niner

The Eddies’ Change of Appointment Parades
Written By: Capt Rick Dumas, Adjt

Photos by: Grant Cree
Editor’s Note: The following article was previously published in the October 13, 2016 Western Sentinel and is verbatim, 

www.myvirtualpaper.com/doc/edmonton-sun-western-sentinel/edmonton_western_sentinel-1013/2016101101/5.
html#4. An additional photo was inserted (second photo) at request of the author.

At the Brigadier James Curry Jefferson Armoury 
on September 28, The Loyal Edmonton Regiment 
(L EDMN R) ceremonially exercised three Change 
of Appointments: its Honorary Colonel (HCol), 
Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel (HLCol), and 
Regimental Sergeant Major (RSM)—always a 
historic and significant period in every Regiment’s 
history. 

The tradition of appointing Honoraries, originally 
British, has only been a Canadian practice since 
1895. The first Canadian Honorary Colonel 
appointment was to the 13th Battalion of 
Infantry. There are different types of Honorary 
appointments in the Canadian army: Colonel-in-
Chief, Colonel of the Regiment, Honorary Colonel 
and Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel. Army Reserve 
units usually have two Honorary positions, the 
latter two. 

Early in 20th century in Canada, Sir Robert Borden 
described the practice of appointing Honoraries 
as, “of greatest advantage to the Militia to be able 
to enlist the interest and sympathy of gentleman 
of position and wealth by connecting them to 
Regiments.” Still ringing true today, Honoraries 
are regimental patrons, promotion the regiment’s 
welfare, often working with the Commanding 
Officer (CO) in many areas, excluding operations. 
Units select individuals who they believe will best 
promote the interests of that unit — appointments 
are approved by the chain of command. Like many 
in public service, they often take on legacy projects.

Guard Commander, Captain Darby Whitebone (left) 
escorts outgoing Honorary Colonel (HCol) Dennis Erker 
(right), with incoming Honorary Colonel John Stanton 

just behind him, while reviewing the troops.

HCol Dennis Erker, the outgoing HCol of the 
L EDMN R, has gained national attention and 
recognition for his work in visualizing, organizing, 
and establishing Valour Place. Valour Place has 
become a model for support to military families. 
HCol John Stanton, the incoming HCol, has garnered 
considerable national success with the execution of 
the Army Run, held annually in Ottawa. This event 
has become an institution and major fundraising 
event for the Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) as 
a whole. Both Honoraries have served on the 
Council of HCols of the Canadian Army Executive 
Committee. 

The RSM is an appointment held by Chief Warrant 
Officers (CWO) in the Canadian Army. The RSM 
of a unit is directly responsible to the CO for all 
matters pertaining to dress, deportment, discipline, 
conduct, performance, standards, duties, and 
morale of the Non-Commissioned Members
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(NCMs), while acting as a parental figure for 
subordinates. This may include junior officers even 
though they technically outrank the CWO. RSMs are 
a confidant to the CO and are mentors to CSMs in 
the field where their prime responsibilities include 
the redistribution of ammunition to the company, 
evacuating the wounded and collecting prisoners 
of war. They are staunch custodians of regimental 
customs and traditions; their careers spanning a 
huge part of the Regiment’s history.

RSM Brougham Deegan has been a Loyal Eddie 
for 31 years (30.69 per cent of this Regiment’s life 
line), with domestic and operational experience, 
having served in every capacity possible for NCMs. 
His role has been inspirational to all subordinates 
and superiors alike while also working closely 
with the Band, Museum, and Association. His 
participation at the Brigade Training Event 2015, 
the Alberta flood and fire, and timely counsel has 
made him an asset to 41 Canadian Brigade Group. 
He will be commissioning in the near future [he has 
since been commissioned].

RSM Brougham Deegan (left) passes the pace 
stick to incoming RSM Jay Reinelt (right) as the 

Regiment and the CO, LCol Weidlich looks on.

Forty-Niner, 1915, Vol. 1, Issue No. 3, Page 12.
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The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Association 
General Meeting Minutes

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 
The 49th Battalion, The Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment Association, held on 
15 October 2016 at 
Jefferson Armoury.

Regiment has been getting lots of great publicity 
and praise. The spirit in the BMQ course in 
Yellowknife was also good. Our numbers are up, 
even with some troops going to the regular force. 
The CO then continued the report by saying that 
the invitations to the Griesbach Dinner will be 
emailed out. There will be a change of Command 
Parade on the 6 May 2017. Our strength is around 
250 soldiers, and our training focus is on defence. 
The Remembrance Day Ceremony will be held at 
City Hall again this year. The Machine Gun course 
and Recruit courses, in Edmonton, are being taught 
by our training staff. 

Forty-Niner Report

Eileen needs more articles for the next issue. She 
will be the editor for one more year, and then we 
will need another volunteer editor. The printing of 
the magazine caused a delay in the mail out, but the 
49er was well done, again. 

Museum Report 

Terry Allison mentioned that there were lots of 
school tours this year. Our two summer camps 
were down in numbers, but the kids enjoyed the 
camps. The Museum was also involved in lots of 
research for families throughout the year. Thanks to 
the volunteers for their help in 2016. The Museum 
will be open on Remembrance Day from 10:00 – 
14:00 hrs, with a service at 11:00 hrs. Great place 
to visit on Remembrance Day! Grande Prairie will 
be building a veteran’s park and memory lane for 
the Regiment. David Haas will be helping that idea 
go forward.

The attendance list was circulated. Twenty-one 
Association members were present. The quorum 
was exceeded.

President Brendan Yuill called the meeting to order 
at 15:00 hrs. The president called for a moment of 
silence to honour fallen comrades.

Secretary Lem Mundorf moved the acceptance of 
last year’s minutes as read. Roy Sundby seconded. 
Carried. There was no arising business from last 
year’s minutes.

Financial Report

Treasurer Terry Allison mentioned that we have 
$41,000.00 in Kit Shop inventory. Old stock in the 
Kit Shop is hard to sell, so we will take losses. Terry 
moved the report/Tom Reaume seconded. Carried. 
The cost of the Annual Dinner last year exceeded 
the revenue by $350.00. Keep the following dates 
open so you can assist at the next two casinos in 
the spring of 2017. 14–15 March for the Museum 
and 18–19 March for the Association.

COs Report

WO Bruce Zawalsky stepped in for the CO for the 
first part of the report. He stated that there was 
a parade on 28 September 2016 to replace our 
Honorary Colonels. Honorary Col Stanton and 
HLCol Cox are the new Honorary Colonels. The 
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LERAC Report

Vice-President Tom Reaume reported that the fund 
is stable. The interest generated on the principle 
has helped fund the Regimental Hockey team and 
Diving team this year, and though there have not 
been many meetings this year, the money is in good 
hands!

Kit Shop Report 

Ron Dmetruk, the Kit Shop Manager, gave the 
report. All is going well. Old stock is gradually 
moving out, but we have had to lower prices to sell 
the old stock. He is looking into getting key chains 
and other items. 

Membership Report 

Lem Mundorf reported that there are 156 active 
members in the Association. There are many 
inactive members who have not paid their dues 
and have not updated their contact information. We 
will be looking into other avenues of payment this 
year for membership dues, Kit Shop purchases, and 
annual dinner tickets. 

New Business

Moved by Lem Mundorf and seconded by Terry 
Allison that The 49th Battalion, The Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment Association, replace the 1964 
bylaws. Discussion followed. 

Moved to amend the motion, by Jack Bowen/
seconded by Darby Whitebone, to move the vote 
on the new bylaws to a later general meeting, so 
more members can compare the old minutes to the 
replacing bylaws. There were lots of discussions, 
and the amended motion was defeated. The vote 
was taken on the original motion. Carried.

Election of Officers

Brendan Yuill did not run for re-election as 
president of our Association due to time 
constraints. Great work over the last ten years, 
Brendan! Warren Hall nominated Jack Bowen as 
president/seconded by Darby Whitebone. There 
were no other nominations. Moved by Darby 
Whitebone/seconded by Murray Fearon that we 
elect our existing slate of officers with Jack Bowen 
as president. Carried. 

The list of officers:  

President is Jack Bowen;

Vice-President is Tom Reaume; 

Secretary is Lem Mundorf; 

Treasurer is Terry Allison; and

General members are LCol Kevin Weidlich, Ron 
Dmetruk (Kit Shop manager), Murray Fearon, 
Maurice White, Wolfgang Brettner, Fred Rolland, 
Keith Jacquard, Madoc Finch, Chris Chodan, and 
RSM Jay Reinelt.

Moved to adjourn at 16:11 hrs.   

Respectfully Submitted,

Lem Mundorf, Secretary   
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Regimental

Association Bursary
The Association is awarded funds from the Alberta
Government through the lottery. Part of these funds
are returned to soldiers of the Regiment and the
Association in the form of bursaries for secondary
academic upgrading. This is free money to the
members of the Regiment. In the past, almost 
everyone who has applied has received a cheque 
for $500.00. Read on to learn how you can apply.

Background
A bursary to assist serving soldiers, members of the
Regimental family, and the public with post-
secondary tuition and education costs is available 
from the Association. The bursaries are funded bi- 
annually in an amount of $500.00 each. Individuals 
who meet the eligibility requirements outlined 
below, and who are chosen by the selection 
committee will receive bursaries. 

Each bursary is named after a veteran of the
Regiment and the names rotate on a periodic basis.
Persons donating money for bursaries may name
their bursary within those constraints. At present
the bursaries are named for:

Major General William Griesbach
The Regiment’s first commanding officer, and 
Edmonton’s most distinguished soldier.

Lieutenant Colonel Leonard Harris
The Regiment’s medical officer during the First
World War, who later commanded the Militia unit
between the First and Second World Wars.

Regimental Sergeant Major Henry Hobbs
The Regiment’s second regimental sergeant major,
who subsequently, as an officer, won the Military
Cross.

Sergeant David Barbour 
A First World War member of the Regiment award-
ed the Distinguished Conduct Medal and the Mili-
tary Medal, and who was wounded three times.

Private Cecil Kerr, VC
A First World War winner of the Victoria Cross with 
the Regiment.

Private Cecil John Kinross, VC
A First World War winner of the Victoria Cross with 
the Regiment.

Brigadier James Curry Jefferson 
The Regiment’s commanding officer at the Battle of 
Ortona.

Colonel James Riley Stone 
Stone rose from private to lieutenant colonel and 
commanded the Regiment in the Second World 
War. He won the Military Cross at the Battle of 
Ortona.

Colonel Gordon Armstrong
A Second World War officer who remained with the 
Militia in the Regiment after the war.

Regimental Sergeant Major Ran Bowen 
A Regimental sergeant major who won the Military 
Cross at the Battle of Ortona.

Private William Shaw 
A Second World War veteran who was active after 
the war in the Regimental Association.

Private Roland Castagner
A Second World War veteran who was an active 
supporter of the Regimental Museum after the war.
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Private Melville McPhee
A Second World War veteran who was an active
supporter of the Regimental Museum after the war.

Lieutenant Colonel Bernard Stanton
The Regiment’s first commanding officer whose 
military service was entirely after the Second 
World War.

Master Corporal Raymond Arndt
A Regimental member killed on-duty in Afghani-
stan in 2006.

Captain John Dougan, MC 
A Second World War officer who passed away and 
was an active supporter of the Regiment.

Lieutenant Alon Johnson
A Second World War officer and scout platoon com-
mander at Ortona.

Sergeant Les Wharton
An active soldier who died unexpectedly in 2005.

Lieutenant Colonel Ed Boyd 
A Second World War officer who remained with the 
Militia in the Regiment after the war.

Eligibility

• Enrolled in full-time attendance at a post-                    
secondary educational institution in Alberta.

• Can be a current member of the Association or 
an immediate family member of an Associa-
tion member (immediate family is limited to 
spouse, sibling, and children). 

• Can be a serving member of The Loyal Ed-
monton Regiment, in which case the appli-
cant must have above average attendance on 
unit parade days and exercises and have the        
recommendation of the company commander.

• Can be a serving member of a cadet corps af-
filiated with The Loyal Edmonton Regiment, 
in which case the applicant must have above 
average attendance on unit parade days and 
exercises, and have the recommendation of 
the cadet unit commanding officer. 

• No less than one bursary shall be available an-
nually to any member of the public notwith-
standing that they are not a member of the 
Association, or an immediate family member 
of an Association member, or a serving mem-
ber of The Loyal Edmonton Regiment.

Selection and Application Procedure

The Association Executive will appoint three mem-
bers of the Association to form the Selection Com-
mittee. They represent the three major groups 
within the Association, namely:

• Second World War veterans;
• Post-World War II members of the unit; and
• Current unit serving members.

For Regimental applicants, selection will be made 
based on:

• Attendance;
• Reliability and loyalty; 
• Conduct and deportment;
• Application questionnaire;
• Financial need; and
• Academic record and program.

For other applicants, selection will be made based 
on:

• Application questionnaire;
• Financial need;
• Academic record and program; and
• Letter of reference.

All applicants must apply for the Bursary by 
submitting:
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• Application questionnaire;
• A copy of tuition fee receipt for current 

academic year;
• Letters of reference (if applicable);
• Proof of post-secondary admission; and
• A copy of academic record of the most 

recently completed year of study. 

Submission 

Applications must be submitted no later than the 
30 October and the 28 February—dates may be 
extended by the committee as required. Please 
include your email address to stay informed of your 
status.

The application may be sent by mail to:

49th Battalion, 
The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Association 
Educational Bursary
P.O. Box 501, Stn Main
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2K1

The application can be dropped off in-person to 
the Regimental Museum:

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Military Museum
Prince of Wales Armouries Heritage Centre
118, 10440–108 Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta T5H 3Z9

Email: lermus1@telus.net

Bursary Questionnaire

Please answer the following questions in either a 
typed or handwritten format, and include it with 
the following information. Be brief, and to the 
point, there is no need to add bulk to your answers. 
Please date and sign the questionnaire when com-
pleted.

Questions

• Your full name and mailing address
• Application date
• Rank (if applicable)
• Name of post-secondary institution you are at-

tending
• What programme/faculty to do you attend? 

What year of study are you in?
• Do, or have you, spent any time in another 

post-secondary program?
• How many years do you expect to spend in 

post-secondary education?
• What roles can The Loyal Edmonton Regiment 

play in the war on terrorism?
• How do you see this role changing in the fu-

ture?
• How is your education making you a better 

member of the Regimental Family?

Win points with the selection committee by volun-
teering for casinos and at the Museum.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE–NDI 75 

As a former member of the Regiment you may have 
been asked, “How can you prove that you’ve served 
in the Canadian Forces?” The NDI 75 is a card that 
shows your record of service. It is not an identifica-
tion card as such but does show how many years 
you have served in the CF.

The Record of Service Card–NDI 75 is issued to 
members leaving, or who have left the Canadian 
Forces with ten or more years of service. If you 
meet the eligibility criteria, use the application 
form, www.on.legion.ca/veterans/documents/
ND175Application.pdf

Continues on page 119.
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Loyal Edmonton Regiment Hosts Special 
Swearing-In Ceremony
Written By: Capt Rick Dumas, Adjt

Photos Taken By: Grant Cree
Editor’s Note: The following article was previously published in the December 8, 2016, Western Sentinel 
and is verbatim, www.myvirtualpaper.com/doc/edmonton-sun-western-sentinel/edmonton_western_

sentinel-1208/2016120601/14.html#14.

A special Citizenship & Immigration Ceremony 
was held during Remembrance Week, making it 
fitting for it to take place at the Prince of Wales 
Armouries, hosted by the Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment Military Museum. The swearing-in 
ceremony was held on Nov. 9 at 10:30 a.m. in the 
beautifully designed and well preserved historic 
building, built in 1913 — not very long after 
Alberta joined Confederation. Western Region – 
Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada 
was thrilled to hold the event with the kind of 
inspirational ambiance found at the museum.The 
ceremony started off with enthusiastic commentary 
by the Master of Ceremony/Clerk of Ceremony, Mr. 
Craig Nash and by Presiding Official, Mrs. Elexis 
Schloss (Order of Canada). 

Special guests MP Edmonton Centre, Randy 
Boissonnault, MLA Castledowns and Provincial 
Liaison to the Military, Nicole Goehring and 
Museum Representative Lieutenant-Colonel 
(Retired) Tom Reaume were all invited to speak 
and to share perspectives amongst the 50 new 
Canadians and families. Lieutenant-Colonel 
(Retired)Tom Reaume had made a point to make 
mention that when the 49th Battalion Canadian 
Expeditionary Force first stood to in 1915, it was 
founded with the inclusion of many immigrants 
and first generation Canadians. Cecil J. Kinross, 
VC, had only landed in Canada just two years 
before he joined the 49th, earning his award at 
Passchendaele. 

Once the Presiding Official administered the Oath 

and affirmation in both official languages, 
congratulatory remarks were made and the 
presentation of the certificates commenced. 
Afterwards, many photographs were taken at the 
reception area. The Loyal Edmonton Regiment 

Military Museum is located in the Prince of Wales 
Armouries Heritage Centre along with the City of 
Edmonton Archives. The building and the museum 
galleries are wheelchair accessible. Free parking is 
available.
•  Located at: 10440 – 108 Ave, Edmonton AB

•  Hours of operation are: Monday to Friday, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. (except for holidays)

•  Admission is Free [or by donation]

•  Contact Info: Email: info@lermuseum.org or 
phone: 780-421-9943

Up front is the Unufegan family in traditional dress, 
proudly displaying their new Citizenship Certificates. 

Next to the family, from left to right, are LCol. 
(Ret’d) Tom Reaume, MLA Nicole Goehring, MP 

Randy Boissonnault, and Mrs. Elexis Schloss. In the 
background is Capt. Dumas and Mr. Craig Nash.
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Lest We Forget
Written By: Ralph Playdon

Photos Taken By: Unknown

Remembrance Day is a memorial day observed in 
Commonwealth countries on November 11 each 
year, since the First World War. The Service of 
Remembrance generally includes the sounding 
of the Last Post, followed by a period of silence, 
the sounding of the Rouse (often incorrectly 
called Reveille), and a recitation of the Act of 
Remembrance. 

They shall grow not old, 
as we that are left grow old: 

Age shall not weary them, 
nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun, 
and in the morning, 

We will remember them.

The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment (L EDMN 
R) and its members 
currently observe this 
day of memorial with 
a parade at Edmonton 
City Hall, and at several 
other venues throughout 
the week. One such 
observance took place 
at Delton Elementary 
School, a local school of 
over 400 students that 
are close to the Jefferson 
Armoury. This school has 
many L EDMN R alma 

mater, past and present, and I have been privileged 
to participate in their memorial service for several 
years.

Delton Elementary School’s Remembrance Day 
observance has been under the direction of 
Kathy Bakker for over 25 years. Kathy’s father, a 
Second World War Navy veteran, and many of his 
friends from all branches of service supported the 
observance, but as the years progressed fewer and 
fewer were able to attend. It is a whole school event 
with classroom teachings and discussions in the 
days leading up to the observance, where students 
and faculty members decorate hallways and set up 
displays throughout the school. The observance 
includes two services (one service for each half 
of the school population) with a nice luncheon 
break for the adult participants, followed by a 
school assembly and questions from the students 
to veterans and serving members. I firmly believe 
that if we expect our young people to remember 
this day, we must teach them what to remember 
by honouring those who have served, and from 
learning firsthand about those selfless men and 
women. To this end, the question and answer 
period are enlightening for both for the young and 
old participants.

Author Ralph Playdon 
at the Delton 

Elementary School 
ceremony.

 Students attending first 
ceremony.

Roy Sundby (left) and 
Wolfgang Brettner 

(right).
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In my time with the Regiment, I was privileged to 
meet many of the Old Guard; to listen and learn 
from them and to become friends and get to know 
them as people. Our next generation will not have 
this opportunity unless those of us who do and 
have served step forward. My Old Guard members 
did not step up to receive accolades. They came 
out to remember and to help us remember the 
sacrifices of those they served with; to help us 
understand what they gave up, and what we now 
enjoy because of them. They came out so that we 
could remember when they could no longer do 
so. I am hoping and asking that our members who 
have served will continue this important work and 
become the new Old Guard. Our youth deserve and 
need this.

In 2016, with the Regiment’s blessing, seven 
Eddies, past and present, complemented the other 
veterans and members attending Delton’s service. 
I am hoping that we can again obtain regimental 
approval and have a larger and diverse group to 
represent our Regiment in this important work. 
Delton will be observing Remembrance Day on 
November 8, 2017, the last day of school before 
Remembrance Day. If you can attend, please contact 
me at ralph@playdon.ca. If not, please try to find 
another way to stand before our youth and help 
them understand and appreciate what those who 
have served Canada in times of war, armed conflict, 
and peace, stand for—what they have sacrificed for 
their country.

Bold Eagle 
Appreciation Dinner

Written By: Lance Kelly

Photo Taken By: John McDonald

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Military Museum 
would like to thank John McDonald and the 
Aboriginal Veterans Society of Alberta for inviting 
us to the Bold Eagle Appreciation Feast in 
November 2016. The Bold Eagle program creates 
an opportunity each summer for Aboriginal 
youth in British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, 
Manitoba, and northwestern Ontario, to experience 
six-weeks of combined military training and 
teaching of Aboriginal culture. Since its inception 
in 1990, it has provided participants with a unique 
summer job and insight into the potential benefits 
of a part-time or full-time career in the Canadian 
Armed Forces. 

For more information on the Bold Eagle Experience, 
please visit The National Defence and the Canadian 
Armed Forces website, http://www.forces.gc.ca/
en/jobs-caf-aboriginal/bold-eagle-index.page
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Soldier’s Christmas Dinner Presentations
Written By: Capt Rick Dumas, Adjt 

Photos Taken By: Grant Cree

On Christmas Day, 1943, while against strong 
machine gun fire, grenade throwers, and snipers, 
the Loyal Edmontons attacked their third city 
square and fort in Ortona, Italy. The house-to-
house fighting was a slow, tough grind. Amidst the 
heavy fighting and violence, Regimental leadership 
ensured that a traditional Christmas dinner was 
served that evening, and this was how the Loyal 
Eddies would spend their fifth Christmas while on 
Active Service during the Second World War. 

The Men’s Christmas Dinner tradition was 
introduced into British Army customs courtesy 
of the Roman Legions. This practice originated 
from the Roman Legions when they celebrated 
the festival of Saturn while in Britain. There, 
commanders at this festival would treat their 
soldiers to a feast as the guests of honour, symbolic 
of their appreciation for their soldiers’ loyalty and 
endurance. The Canadian Army practices this 

Once the troops were seated and the head table had 
been piped in, the Adjutant, Capt Dumas, continues 
with introductions as part of the usual preamble. 
This year the Armoury cleaning staff was invited, 
in addition to veterans and Association members. 
A poignant poem from the late Second World War 

veteran, Sgt Tom Phelan, was read.

custom as well, and it is in that spirit where each 
year soldiers stand down for Christmas, and 
the officers and senior NCOs serve them dinner 
in appreciation of their loyalty and devotion to 
Regiment and Country.

Seated at the head table, starting on the right: Mrs. 
Betty Phelan, with daughter Carol MacKinnon-

Hagan of the late Sgt Tom Phelan; Ortona Veteran, 
Bert Plowman; RSM Reinelt; HCol Stanton; Acting 

CO – youngest soldier Pte/LCol Shelley; the CO/
oldest Pte Weidlich; HLCol Cox; Ron Dmetruk; and 

Loyal Edmonton Regiment (L EDMN R) Association 
President, Jack Bowen.

With the preamble out of the way, the Band kicks it 
into gear as the unit leadership commences serving 

the troops with the traditional Christmas Dinner. 
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Apart from opportunities throughout the training year, awards are presented during the dinner, 
while in the presence of veterans and members of the L EDMN R Association. This year, the Soldier’s 
Christmas Dinner was held in the Warrant Officers’ and Sergeants’ Mess, 10 December 2016. This year’s 
presentations are as follows.

CO, LCol Weidlich and RSM Reinelt present MCpl 
Liaw with his Canadian Forces Decoration.

CO, LCol Weidlich and RSM Reinelt present MCpl 
Vallar with her promotion to sergeant.

CO, LCol Weidlich; RSM Reinelt; and CWO Rutherford 
present MCpl Vallar with the Top Musician’s Award.  

RSM Reinelt; CO, LCol Weidlich; and WO Hockett 
present MWO Bird with his retirement gifts. After 
a lengthy career in the Regular Force, he proudly 
served the L EDMN R for four years, reaching CRA 

60, whereby he retired as an MWO.  
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HCol Stanton with CO, LCol Weidlich and RSM Reinelt 
present Cpl Nilsson with the Top Soldier Award. He 

would later deploy on OP Reassurance with Princess 
Patricia Canadian Light Infantry in support of a 

NATO mission.  

CO, LCol Weidlich; DCO, LCol Jonathan McCully; and 
RSM Reinelt present Sgt Price with the Top Sergeant 

Award.  

The CO, LCol Weidlich; HLCol Cox; and RSM Reinelt 
present 2Lt Benke with the Top Lieutenant Award.

Maj Barr, CSM Zawalsky, HLCol Cox, and HCol 
Stanton present Cpl Thistle-Boucher with the Spirit 

of LER Award.  
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Cpl Ouelette is formally rebadged into 
The L EDMN R by CO and RSM.

The President of the L EDMN R Association, 
Jack Bowen, presents MWO Zawalsky with the 

Association’s Certificate of Appreciation.

Forty-Niner, 1941,  Issue No. 32, Page 36.
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Regimental Christmas Photo 2016
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Regimental Christmas Photo 2016
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Battle of Ortona Anniversary Lunch 
Written By: Cpl Wolfgang Brettner

Photos Taken By: Unknown

Former and current members of The Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment (L EDMN R) gathered at 
Royal Pizza on 99 Ave and 178 Street for lunch 
and some Christmas cheer on 20 December 
2016. The restaurant is owned by our current 
Kit Shop manager, Madoc Finch, and the lunch 
was organized by Fred Rolland, who has planned 
this Battle of Ortona Lunch consecutively for 
five years. The lunch date always coincides with 
the anniversary of the Battle of Ortona (20–27 
December 1943). 

All attendees had a great time; we enjoyed some 
amazing food, wine, and the Eddies who served 
in the 1970s reminisced about the good ‘ol days. 
Fred, as the organizer, received a few compilation 
CDs of instrumental music, which was executively 
produced by Mr. Monart Pon, who was a former 

corporal of the Regiment. Mr. Pon asked Fred to 
distribute his CD to the luncheon attendees as an 
apology for not making it to this year’s event—
thanks, Mr. Pon! It was greatly appreciated! 

A big thanks to Fred for putting on this great event, 
to Madoc Finch for providing the venue and the 
amazing food and wine, and to Jack Bowen for 
picking up the tab. 

Every serving or former member of the L EDMN R 
is invited to the next luncheon, which is already in 
the works. Details will be distributed closer to the 
event; keep an eye out on your email or through 
social media for the next dates.

Back left to right: Jack Bowen, Terry Allison, Ted Howard, Pat Grier, 
Ralph Playdon, Mike Rarog, Cory Ketchum, Fred Golgring, Fred 

Rolland, and Madoc Finch. 
Front left to right: Wolfgang Brettner, Lem Mundorf, Ian Edwards, 

Milton Milley, Cliff Milley, Bob Hidson, and Warren Barb.
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2016 Annual 
Historical Report

 

OVERVIEW

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment (L EDMN R) has 
had an intensive training year. The unit had a total 
strength of 201 all ranks. We have conducted some 
exciting and rewarding training throughout the 
year: A-Coy and B-Coy remain at Brig. James Curry 
Jefferson Armoury, which is located at 11630–109 
Street, Edmonton, AB T5G 3H6. C-Coy. currently 
parades out of Diamond Plaza Main Floor, which is 
located at 5204–50th Avenue, Yellowknife, NT, XlA 
lE2.

ROLE

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment’s role continues to 
generate combat effective infantry soldiers that are 
focused on basic infantry skills including the ability 
to operate in Winter Warfare conditions in order to 
serve on operations both domestically and abroad.

INFANTRY BATTALION – HOME STATION (A-COY 
AND B-COY)

January to March Activities

Regular unit parades and training resumed in 
January 2016. Soldiers of the Regiment started 
practicing winter warfare and patrolling skills in 
preparation for relevant unit exercises such as 
Exercise Northern Coyote and Exercise Coyote 
Strike. Specifics are as follows: 

01 Jan. – New Year’s Levee: Officers and SNCOs 
of the L EDMN R attended the annual New Year’s 
Levee, which is hosted by the Lieut.-Gov. at 
Edmonton’s Government House.

06–17 Jan. – Winter Warfare Basic (WWB): 
Members from A-Coy participated in a WWB 
course in Edmonton and Wainwright.

27–31 Jan. – Exercise Northern Coyote: Soldiers 
from A-Coy deployed to, and linked up with, 
C-Coy.soldiers to participate in an Arctic patrol 
exercise staged in Yellowknife that focused on 
platoon level arctic operations.

29–31 Jan. – Domestic Response Company North 
(DRC North): Headquarters element participated 
in a Territorial Battalion Group (TBG) exercise in 
support of the Town of Hinton’s practice of their 
Emergency Operations Centre.

19–21 Feb. – Exercise Coyote Strike: Soldiers 
from A-Coy participated in a winter patrol, and 
section level live fire exercise  at CFB Wainwright.

18–20 Mar. – Exercise Coyote Fury: A-Coy and 
members of C-Coy completed a platoon level live 
defensive exercise at CFB Wainwright.

April to August Activities

22–24 Apr. – Exercise Split Grizzly: The unit 
completed C7 PWT 3 and 4, as well as a training 
scenario on the Virtual Battle System (VBS) at 
the Lecture Training Facility at CFB Edmonton.

13–15 May – Exercise Aggressive Grizzly: Pairs 
and group live fire training at CFB Wainwright 
were the focus of this training event. 

24–30 Aug. – Exercise Golden Coyote: Several 
members of A-Coy participated in a multinational
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domestic operation exercise in North Dakota, USA. 

September to December Activities

10–18 Sept. – DPl Infantry Delta Package 
and Exercise Coyote Gauntlet: The Army has 
decentralized the DPl Infantry Delta package to 
reduce the amount of days that a soldier requires 
on course. As a result, the unit conducted the DPl 
Infantry Delta Package that focused on defensive 
operations and culminated in defensive field 
training exercise to qualify a PRes soldiers to the 
Reg F DP1 standard.

11 Sept.: The unit participated in the Walk for 
Valour Place. 

28 Sept. – Change of Appointment Parade for 
outgoing RSM CWO Deegan and incoming CWO 
Reinelt, and outgoing Honorary Colonel Erker 
and incoming Honorary Colonel Stanton.

01 Oct.–20 Nov. – Weapons Detachment Member 
(WDM) Course: The unit ran a WDM course that 
qualified members to fire the C6 in the light and 
SF roles.

01 Oct. 16–11 Mar. 17 – Basic Military 
Qualification (BMQ) Course: The unit ran a BMQ 
course that qualified members to be employed 
within B-Coy and set the stage for their 
subsequent DPl course to become qualified as 
infantrymen.

15 Oct. – Association Dinner: The Regimental 
Association Dinner was held by The Loyal 
Edmonton Regimental Association in the 
Sergeants’ and WOs’ Mess. 

11 Nov. – Remembrance Day: A-Coy and B-Coy. 

02 Dec. – Griesbach Dinner: The annual Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment Officers’ Griesbach Dinner 
was attended by such dignitaries as Edmonton 
City Mayor Don Iveson.

03 Dec. – Exercise Smoking Guns: The unit held 
an urban operations shoot meant to improve 
soldiering skills on the C7 Assault Rifle in an 
urban environment, which was held at CFB 
Edmonton.

10 Dec. – Soldier’s Christmas Dinner: The dinner 
was held in the Sergeants’ and WOs’ Mess 
before the unit stood down for Christmas break. 
Promotions and awards were handed out.

INFANTRY BATTALION – YELLOWKNIFE (C-COY) 

January to March Activities 

13–31 Jan. – LOSV Course: C-Coy soldiers 
developed their mobility proficiency by 
conducting a LOSV course. 

April to August Activities

01–03 Apr. – Exercise Wolverine Shooter: C-Coy 
soldiers continued to practice individual urban 
operations shooting skills by conducting a series 
of ranges.

08–10 Apr. – Exercise Arctic Wolverine: In 
order to develop relationships with northern 
communities, C-Coy deployed an aggressive 
patrolling campaign in Cambridge Bay while also 
developing relationships with the local Cadet 
Corps.

24–26 Jun. – Exercise Mobile Wolverine: 
Operating in the unique water environment of 
the North, C-Coy completed a watercraft course, 
water navigation, and recce patrol in the vicinity 
of Yellowknife.
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01 Jul.: Canada Day Parade Yellowknife.

September to December Training

09–11 Sept. – Exercise Wolverine Shooter 2: 
Soldiers of C-Coy focused on conventional C7 
assault rifle skills by conducting a live fire range.

16–18 Sept. – Exercise Coyote Gauntlet: C-Coy 
deployed a few soldiers to CFB Wainwright to 
conduct the DPl Infantry Delta Package with 
home station. 

14–16 Oct. – ATV Course: In order to enhance 
their mobility in the difficult terrain of the 
Northwest Territories, C-Coy completed an ATV 
course so they can successfully deploy patrols in 
any tactical environment required in the North.

11 Nov. – Remembrance Day Parade.

25–27 Nov. – Exercise Wolverine Cub: Low-level 
soldiering skills were practiced in Yellowknife by 
members of C-Coy. 

02–04 Dec. – Exercise Smoking Guns: C-Coy 
leadership deployed to Edmonton to take 
part in the Griesbach Christmas Dinner, and 
urban operations live fire simulation range 
held at Jefferson Armoury and CFB Edmonton, 
respectively.

14 Dec. – Soldier’s Christmas Dinner.

THE LOYAL EDMONTON REGIMENTAL BAND 

During the past calendar year, the band continued 
its regular cycle of training and rehearsing. The 
Band strength at the start of the year was 22, and 
our 1 WO retired in January. We had two successful 
transfers to the Regular Force Band, and at the end 
of the year, we had five personnel in the recruiting

process. The L EDMN R Band and Drum Line 
played a significant role in many engagements, 
including the Veteran’s Gala on 16 Sept. 2016. The 
Full Concert Band performed at several events. 
The Clarinet Ensemble continues to succeed with 
performances at mess dinners, receptions, and 
of note, the Lieutenant Governor’s Spirit of Vimy 
Contest Awards at Edmonton’s Federal Building. 
The Stage Band, popular with the members of the 
Band, continues to grow in popularity, showing off 
its talent in vocals on Remembrance Day, at mess 
dinners and concerts. Members of the Band have 
been involved with Cadet Music training camps and 
their QL assessments here in Edmonton. Personnel 
also supported The RCA Band in Edmonton, The 
CPLTC Music in Borden, and the Ceremonial Guard 
in Ottawa. 

Engagements that the Band has supported during 
this past calendar year are as follows:

01 Jul. – Canada Day;

11 Sept. – Walk for Valour;

24 Sept. – HCol Erker’ s Retirement BBQ;

24 Sept. – Veteran’s Gala;

22 Oct. – Annual Candlelight Dinner;

05 Nov. – Sergeants’ and WOs’ Mess Dinner;

19 Nov. – Santa’s Parade of Lights;

30 Nov. – MFRC Christmas;

02 Dec. – The Griesbach Dinner; and

08 Dec. – CE Legislature Performance.
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AFFILIATED CADET CORPS 

The L EDMN R was affiliated with eight Army Cadet 
Corps in Northern Alberta, Yukon, the Northwest 
Territory, and Nunavut during the subject reporting 
period. The affiliated Cadet Corps are listed as 
follows:

Corps #1809,  Edmonton;

Corps #2645, Vermilion;

Corps #2683, Hinton;

Corps #2685, Whitehorse;

Corps #2748, Fort Smith;

Corps #2850, Grande Prairie; 

Corps #2890, Slave Lake; and

Corps #3004, Cambridge Bay.

Cadet liaison visits were conducted by the 
Regimental Cadet Liaison Officer (CLO), Capt D. 
Whitebone, to four Alberta based cadet corps. It 
was not possible to visit the three northern corps. 
On these visits, the evenings were reserved so that 
CLO could give classes on Regimental Customs and 
Traditions, Regimental History, and Leadership/
Citizenship. The visit dates and corresponding 
corps are listed below:

16 Feb. 16 – Corps #1809, Edmonton;

25 Feb. 16 – Corps #2890, Slave Lake;

01 Mar. 16 – Corps #2850, Grande Prairie; and

23 Mar. 16 – Corps #2683, Hinton.

Other cadet activities that were supported by the 
Regiment were:

10 Apr. 16 – Western Area Cadet Parade: 
Provided Guard of Honor;

20 Sept. 16 – Corps #1809, Edmonton: 
Regimental Badging Parade;
 
18 Oct. 16 – Corps  #1809, Edmonton: 
Regimental Badging Parade; and

18 Dec. 16 – Edmonton Area: Cadet Dining In.

Regimental activities that involved/included the 
Cadet Instructor Cadre (CIC) officers and/or cadets 
were:

01 Jan. 16 – LGov’s Levee;

15 Oct. 16 – Regimental Association Dinner and 
annual meeting;

02 Dec. 16 – Officers’ Griesbach Dinner (officers 
only); and

10 Dec. 16 – Soldier’s Christmas Dinner (officers 
only). 

The Regiment sent representation to the affiliated 
Cadet Corps Annual Cadet Reviews on the following 
dates:

07 Jun. 16 – Corps #1809, Edmonton: LCol 
Weidlich was the reviewing officer;

11 Jun. 16 – Corps #2850, Grande Prairie: 
Attended by Capt Pascoe;

11 Jun. 16 – Corps #2683, Hinton;

11 Jun. 16 – Corps #2890, Slave Lake; and

11 Jun. 16 – Corps #2645, Vermilion.
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The following on-going activities were organized 
for all affiliated Cadet Corps:

Affiliated Corps Regimental Shooting 
Competition 2016 won by Corps #1809 
Edmonton with an aggregate score of 437/500;

Affiliated Corps Regimental Top Individual Shot 
Award 2016 won by Cdt Sgt T.A. Angulalik, Corps 
# 3004 Cambridge Bay, with a score of 97/100; 

Affiliated Corps Regimental Achievement Awards 
2016 awarded to Cdt MWO G. Frykberg, Corps 
#2850, Grande Prairie; and

Affiliated Corps Regimental Top Corps Award 
2016 won by Corps #2850, Grande Prairie. 

The L EDMN R will continue to promote the 
affiliated Cadet Corps throughout 2017 and very 
much look forward to their continued progress at 
the various competitions and annual review.

EQUIPMENT AND PROPERTY

The Regiment continued its scheduled maintenance 
cycle throughout the training year, which ensured 
that the Unit’s weapons, vehicles, and general 
stores were kept serviceable.

Forty-Niner, 1938, Issue No. 26, Page 33.
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Remembrance Day 2016 at City Hall. 

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment’s Band drummers at 
Edmonton’s Santa Claus Parade, downtown.

The Band outside in front of the cenotaph on 
Remembrance Day, 2016. 

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment’s Band 
Year-in-Review 

Photos Taken By: Cpl Debbie Hocket

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Band showing some 
‘Day of the Dead’ spirit during rehearsal.
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The Band playing at the annual Soldier’s Christmas 
Dinner 2016.

The Loyal Eddie Jazz Band entertaining the guest in 
the Mess after the 2016 Remembrance Day services.

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Band Clarinet 
Ensemble entertains the children of the MFRC with 
a concert full of fun music, dancing, and teddy bear 

picnics.

The Clarinet Ensemble of The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment at the Lieutenant Governor’s Spirit of Vimy 

Awards Luncheon, April 2017.
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The combined bands of The Kings Own Calgary 
Regiment and The Loyal Edmonton Regiment under 

the direction of Capt Natasha Mellish, playing for the 
Vimy Celebrations in Calgary. 

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Band, its volunteers 
and the wonderful members of the Kings Own 
Calgary Regiment, play for the Veterans at the 

Kipnes Centre for Veterans during the Nato/UN 
Association Show ‘n Shine BBQ fundraiser. 

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Band spring 
concert was a great success thanks to the many 

efforts of the Band and our wonderful guests from 
The Royal Artillery Band, The Kings Own Calgary 

Regiment Band, as well as our team of regular and 
dedicated volunteers and help from members of The 

Cosmopolitan Music Society.

MCpl Clayton Castel at the Vimy Day Parade in 
Calgary, AB.
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Exercise Northern Coyote
Written By: Cpl Wolfgang Brettner

Between 20 – 22 January 2017, A-Coy embarked 
on to Yellowknife for Exercise Northern Wolverine. 
The exercise was hosted by C-Coy, who is based in 
Yellowknife. The weather forecast was great for 
this time of year, and the troops were eager to learn 
some winter survival tips. 

After a short drive, we arrived at the staging area 
where we marched to our bivouac on Banting Lake. 
C-Coy was already set up as they were running a 
snowmobile course, so we quickly set up our tents 
and were given our orders for the weekend. 

Once lunch was over, we snowshoed up Ranney 
Hill, which is the tallest mountain in the area. We all 
had a good laugh as senior leadership attempted to 
use cross-country skis to get down that very hill. 

Fortunately, Sgt Iverson was there to provide 
guidance. We then received a lecture on how to use 
cross-country skis, and we took a stab at it on the 
lake. Once our lesson was complete, we finished 
building our shelters and gathered wood to ensure 
everyone would stay warm for the night.  

Continues on next page.

3 Section on top of Ranney Hill. Left to right: Cpl 
Brettner, Cpl Whalley, Cpl Thistle-Boucher, Capt 

Wright, Cpl Dion, Cpl Clarke, Cpl Adams, Sgt Alden, 
Pte Suwala. Picture was taken by Lt Fillatre.

3 Section hard at building their shelters. Picture by 
Cpl Brettner. 

On Saturday morning, we started out with a lecture 
on the different kinds of barricades that can be 
constructed with snow and wood, which was 
followed by a lecture and practical on using snares 
and traps. The remainder of the morning was 
used to build our shelters that we would use for 
that night. Thanks to Capt Wrights’ bush trimming 
skills, our shelters turned out well.
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Beautiful Northern Lights display on Saturday night. 
Picture by Sgt Parry.

Sunday Morning was a bit chilly (Cpl Brettner on the 
left with Sgt McFadzen, right). Picture taken by Sgt 

Iverson. 

After our cozy night, and our morning wakeup, 
we received a lecture on ice fishing before we 
started to tear down, clean up, and march out to 
the pick-up area. The exercise was a big success, 
and we learned a lot from our brothers and sisters 
in Yellowknife. As usual, the trip home was quiet, 
minus a few snoring troops. Thanks to C Coy for 
hosting us. We look forward to the next Yellowknife 
exercise.

Forty-Niner, 1930, Issue No. 10, Page 20.
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Commemorative Sculpture of Vimy Ridge
Written By: Capt Rick Dumas, Adjt

Photo by: Grant Cree

Editor’s Note: The following article, which is verbatim to the news source, was previously published in the 
Western Sentinel, March 2, 2007, page 5. http://www.myvirtualpaper.com/doc/edmonton-sun-western-

sentinel/edmonton_western_sentinel-0302/2017022801/5.html#4

During the evening of February 9, at Hawrelak 
Park, the Silver Skate Festival presented and 
unveiled a commemorative snow sculpture of the 
Canadian Vimy Ridge Memorial during a lighting 
ceremony, in partnership with Veterans’ Affairs.

Member[s] of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment 
attended the ceremony and assisted in the event by 
providing a piper, singer, speaker and vigil party.

The snow sculpture and unveiling were in 
honour of the 100th Anniversary of the Battle 
of Vimy Ridge. The Battle of Vimy Ridge was the 
first occasion whereby all four divisions of the 
Canadian Expeditionary Force participated in 
battle, as a cohesive formation. It has become a 
Canadian national symbol of achievement and 
sacrifice. Not the Germans, French or British—
but the Canadian “shock troops” were the first to 
make the breach, largely due to several Canadian 
innovations. The Canadian Corps suffered a total 
of 10,602 casualties: 3,598 were killed and 7,004 
were wounded. Today, the Canadian National Vimy 
Memorial is Canada’s largest and principal overseas 
war memorial. The sculpture is approximately 
16 feet high and 12 feet wide. Despite its small 
population at the time, Edmontonians made an 
enormous contribution to the Great War. Future 
events to commemorate the centennial are planned 
for April 9 at Edmonton City Hall.

After the ceremony, members of the Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment stand in front of the sculpture with Mr. 
Ham de Groot (centre), His Worship Mayor Don 

Iveson, Mayor of Edmonton, the Honourable Lori 
Sigurdson, M.L.A. Minister of Seniors, and artists 

Brian McArthur and Dawn Detarando (kneeling in 
front).
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3rd Canadian Division Saxophone Quartet 
performs at North American Conference

Written By and Photo By: Sgt Ian Smith, RCA Band
Editor’s Note: The following article, which is verbatim to the news source, was previously published in the 
Western Sentinel, March 2, 2017, page 4. http://www.myvirtualpaper.com/doc/edmonton-sun-western-

sentinel/edmonton_western_sentinel-0302/2017022801/5.html#4

The 3rd Canadian Division Saxophone Quartet 
poses for a picture following their performance at 
the North American Saxophone Alliance Region 9 

conference in Edmonton on February 18. From left 
to right: Sergeant (Sgt) Ian Smith and Warrant 

Officer Curtis Bamford, Royal Canadian Artillery 
Band; Sgt Katie Vallar, Loyal Edmonton Regiment; 
and Corporal Holly DeCaigny, King’s Own Calgary 

Regiment.
On Saturday, February 18, saxophonists from 
The Royal Canadian Artillery (RCA) Band, Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment (LER) Band, and the King’s 
Own Calgary Regiment (KOCR) Band came together 
to perform as the 3rd Canadian Division Saxophone 
Quartet at the 2017 North American Saxophone 
Alliance Region 9 Conference held at the University 
of Alberta.

The quartet performed during the final concert 
at the three-day conference that was attended by 
professional musicians, university students, and 
members of the public. The quartet presented a 
work by Chan Ka Nin, a Canadian Composer who

is a professor emeritus of composition at the 
University of Toronto, Faculty of Music. 

“It was an excellent opportunity,” said Warrant 
Officer Curtis Bamford, member of the RCA Band. 
“This was the first time that we have worked so 
closely with member of the Reserve Force on this 
type of project. We really enjoyed working together 
for this performance which allowed us to showcase 
the musical talent in the Canadian Armed Forces.”

The concert was of particular significance to 
Sergeant (Sgt) Katie Vallar, a member of the LER 
Band. It marked the last performance that Sgt 
Vallar will have as a Reservist before component 
transferring into the Regular Force and joining 
the RCA Band. “It was a great culmination to my 
reserve career,” remarked Sgt Vallar. “I have been 
afforded many opportunities to work with military 
musicians from across Canada. I hope that our 
performance and participation in the conference 
helped to show the attendees how valuable and 
rewarding a military music career can be.”
Dr. Allison Balcetis, conference organizer and 
professor of saxophone at the University of Alberta, 
agreed.

“Having a military presence at the conference was 
important. The North American Saxophone Alliance 
is a representation of the saxophone in all of its 
forms and genres. 

Continues on page 119.
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Spirit of Vimy Awards
Written By and Photo By: Grant Cree

Editor’s Note: The following article, which is  verbatim to the new source, was previously published in the 
Western Sentinel, April 13, 2017, page 11, http://www.myvirtualpaper.com/doc/edmonton-sun-western-

sentinel/edmonton_western_sentinel-0413/2017041101/11.html#10

More than 100 invited guests and finalists attended 
the Spirit of Vimy awards on March 25 in the 
Edmonton Federal Building. Her Honour the 
Honourable Lois E. Mitchell, Lieutenant Governor 
of Alberta, hosted the event that featured tributes 
to Canadian soldiers who fought in France at the 
Battle of Vimy Ridge in April 1917.

Their unprecedented victory was the result of 
all four divisions of the Canadian Corps fighting 
together for the first time in the First World 
War. The Battle of Vimy Ridge was a defining 
moment for Canada, and is often considered to 
be a significant event in the birth of Canada as 
an independent nation. 2017 marks the 100th 
Anniversary of the Battle of Vimy Ridge. 

To honour the occasion, the Lieutenant Governor 
created The Spirit of Vimy contest as part of the 
History and Heroes Foundation. The goal of the 
contest was to foster in Alberta youth a greater 
understanding of the role Canada had in the pivotal 
battle, and the sacrifice of Canadians who fought at 
Vimy Ridge.

Contestants were encouraged to submit personal 
creations ranging from a video or a song to writings 
or paintings. The contest theme was SPIRIT, 
based on six characteristics demonstrated by the 
Canadian soldiers at Vimy Ridge. The SPIRIT traits 
were Sportsmanship, Perseverance, Integrity, 
Resiliency, Inspiration and Teamwork. “I’m so 
impressed with the creativity that came through in 
the videos and I was moved by the way these bright

young citizens connected with the soldiers who 
fought for Canada a century ago,” said Her Honour, 
the Honourable Lois E. Mitchell, Lieutenant 
Governor of Alberta.

His Worship Mayor Don Iveson, Mayor of 
Edmonton, and Colonel Kirk Gallinger, Chief of Staff 
of 3rd Canadian Division, were guest speakers at 
the event. Ted Barris shared remarkable details 
about the battle and Vimy Ridge monument in 
France. Dr. Carla Peck assisted Her Honour with 
the awards presentations. Honorary Colonel 
Gord Steinke of Global Edmonton was the MC, 
and military musicians with The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment Band performed during the awards 
luncheon buffet.

Her Honour, the Honourable Lois E. Mitchell, 
Lieutenant Governor of Alberta, (centre) and Captain 

Rick Dumas with a few members of The Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment Band at the Edmonton Federal 

Building on March 25 during the Spirit of Vimy 
awards.
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Adventure Training with B-Coy
Written By: Pte A. Pearson 

Photos Supplied by: Cpl Walter Marshall

We arrived at the Edmonton Garrison on another 
grey April evening, excited to go rock climbing. 
After waiting in the lobby, we were led into the 
main field house and walked tepidly to the back 
before staring up at the 15-meter high climbing 
wall. After Capt Jacquard spoke with the PSP 
Office, we were quickly given all of our necessary 
equipment to begin a fun and memorable evening 
of adventure training with most of B-Coy. Here 
we were, almost all of B-Coy, about to begin an 
awesome evening of adventure training! 

Diving into our usual warm up with Cpl Marshall 
(a light 800-metre run, stretching, and some 
calisthenics), we were briefed by MCpl Starko 
on the gear we were to use for the evening. After 
harness fitting, ATCs, belay plates, and a brief 
introduction to the safety equipment and climbing 
policies, we were quickly led into rope work and a 
knot refresher. With prior knot training from Cpl 
Boon and Cpl Pinsent, our figure eight knots and 
figure eight follow-throughs were up to snuff in a 
matter of minutes. Once we were fully briefed, we 
were led into the main room. 

When in the climbing room, it was apparent that 
the Canadian Forces did not cut any corners when 
designing this space. As someone who has climbed 
in many gyms and the outdoors, I can easily say 
that the gym was both well-equipped and able to 
challenge climbers of all skill levels. There were 
options available for bouldering, top roping, and 
sports climbing. There were also areas where 
a climber could place traditional rock climbing 
protection. Any serious rock climber could spend 
weeks in there and still have more to do at the end 
of it!

Once we were prepared, 
MCpl Starko and Cpl 
Pinsent took the time to 
show us the basic principles 
and techniques of belaying, 
body movement, and top 
roping. The climbing we 
were introduced to was 
bouldering (technically 
challenging short routes) 
and top roping (long routes 
where the climber is tied 
into the rope, which is 

anchored at the top of the wall as; a second person 
belays at the bottom, ensuring the climber is always 
safely supported by the rope). Our instructors were 
very thorough in showing us the proper climbing 
techniques, ensuring that we were set up for 
success. After the very important skill review and 
safety checks, we were underway.

Some of us had climbed 
before, but most of us 
had not. Regardless of the 
overall skill of the group, 
we were all challenged 
and had a great time. The 
idea that we literally had 
each other’s safety in our 
hands promoted trust and 
comradery. Watching each 
other climb was a great 
way to show support to the 
other climbers—allowing us to cheer everyone 
on, and partake in some good-natured heckling. 
Many of us were challenged by the exposure to the 
heights and being suspended by a harness; both 
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scenarios took some time to get used to, but we all 
took turns belaying, climbing, and bouldering. We 
quickly gained confidence with the rock wall and 
then the real fun started.

After many times up and 
down the wall, Cpl Pinsent 
set up a more technical rope 
system and introduced us 
to rope jugging. Jugging is 
a very simple, yet effective 
system, using two smaller 
ropes to ascend a vertical 
rope. The amazing thing 
about this technique was 
that it was effectively used 
in the Second World War 
by the First Special Service 
Force (The Devil’s Brigade) 

to capture (successfully) the German stronghold 
of La Defensa. The technique of jugging a rope was 
both demanding and challenging; we became aware 
of the impressive feat that climbing La Defensa 
must have been!

Once back on solid ground, we were all smiles, 
despite our cramped forearms. We had built new 
confidence in the vertical world of rock climbing. 
This was another amazing opportunity for B-Coy 
where we were challenged with new skills and 
came together as a team. We learned that night that 
our comfort zones (individually and as a group) 
will always be tested. At the end of the night, we all 
left grateful, excited, and proud to have spent a day 
in such good company, which we will remember for 
years to come. Forty-Niner, 1930, Issue No. 10, Page 20.



46 * September 2017

Forty-Niner

Anzac Committee and the Loyal Eddies
Written By: Bernhard Baker  

Photos Supplied by: Kathleen Baker

The first Anzac Day 
commemoration was held 
in France in 1916. Troops, 
many of whom were Gallipoli 
veterans, paraded before their 

respective General Officers Commanding before 
going back to their duties. The first civil services 
held in Australia and New Zealand in the early 
1920s were incredibly dour affairs as many were 
still grieving the loss of their fellow countrymen. 
Families were united not by a pride of victory, but 
by a combined sense of loss and waste. Added 
to this were the sentiments of the returning 
servicemen who felt that, “We’re not British 
anymore.”

Twenty years later, the world again plunged into 
warfare, bringing a new crop of names added to 
the memorial plinths, statues, cairns, and crosses 
that had sprung up in every town and city across 
Australia and New Zealand.

Although Remembrance Day is observed across 
Australasia, the main commemoration event is

Anzac Day, April 25, every year. 

The Edmonton Anzac Day Committee (EADC) was 
formed in 2014 to commemorate the centennial 
anniversary of the Anzac landings in Turkey in 
1915. Subsequently, a true Anzac Day Dawn Service 
was held at Sir Winston Churchill Square on 
Saturday, April 25, 2015, with attendance by many 
Loyal Edmonton Regiment troops. 

The EADC is composed of expatriate Australians 
and New Zealanders living in the greater Edmonton 
area. The aim of the EADC is to commemorate 
Anzac Day, establish and build on relationships 
between the Anzac, Canadian, Turkish, and other 
Commonwealth communities in the Edmonton 
area.

With the support of The 49th Battalion, The Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment, and the South Alberta Light 
Horse, the EADC, through Capt Jason Pascoe, has 
commemorated two more Anzac days since 2015. 
Anzac Day 2017 was a particular milestone for the 
EADC, with the attendance of Alberta’s Lieutenant 



September 2017 * 47

Forty-Niner

Governor, The Honorable Lois Mitchell. Also 
present to meet the Lieutenant Governor was Mrs. 
Patricia Austin, a Wellingtonian from Lacombe, 
Alberta, whose father landed at Gallipoli with 
MacLagan’s Brigade.

The EADC supports Edmonton’s Valour Place that 
provides respite support to members of Canada’s 
Armed Forces and law enforcement community in 
Western Canada.

As the EADC is currently as small group, we are 
interested in attracting new faces to either be 
part of the committee or to assist in the planning 
and conducting Anzac Day ceremonies. If you are 
interested in becoming a part of the EADC, we can 
be contacted through Facebook or Email.

FaceBook: https://www.facebook.com/
EdmontonANZACDay/#
Email: anzacdaycommittee@gmail.com

From left to right: Nichol Goehring, MLA Edmonton-
Castle Downs; Bernhard Baker, Edmonton ANZAC 

Day Committee, Secretary; Lieutenant Governor, Her 
Honorable Lois Mitchell; Kathleen Baker, Edmonton 
ANZAC Day Committee, Secretary; Turkish Honorary 
Consulate General in Edmonton, Kenan Tan; Laurie 

Hawn, Supporter of the Edmonton ANZAC Day 
Committee.

ANZAC Service at Jefferson Armoury, 2017.

Loyal Edmonton Regiment’s Piper, MCpl Johnston.
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The Anzac’s
Written By: Bernhard Baker  

Photos Supplied by: Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington NZ

Over a period of eight months in 1915, as the First 
World War stagnated on the Western Front into 
horrific trench warfare, Anzac burned its way into 
the consciousness of two young nations; Australia 
and New Zealand. And from this watershed in 
their histories, Anzac is commemorated in both 
nations—but not celebrated.

 ‘Anzac’ was an acronym created at the 
headquarters of the combined deployment of 
expeditionary forces from Australia and New 
Zealand. The Australian Imperial Force (AIF) and 
the New Zealand Expeditionary Force (NZEF) sailed 
from their respective homes in late 1914 to fight 
for Great Britain, and hopefully on the Western 
Front in France. However, the Australian and New 
Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC), as the force was now 
known, was diverted to the Middle-East, landing in 
Cairo, Egypt.

The “colonial forces” were to be held in reserve for 
an operation that was conceived by the brainchild 
of the British First Lord of the Admiralty, Winston 
Churchill. This one-time journalist and government 
agent sought to break the deadlock of the Entente 
forces in France by opening a second fighting front 
against the Central Powers. His desired area of 
operations was the Balkans, with a future goal of 
driving towards Germany through Austria, which 
he viewed in 1914 (as he did 30 years later), as 
“... the soft underbelly of Europe.” To get to the 
Balkans, Churchill needed to subdue Germany’s 
newly acquired ally, Ottoman Turkey. Churchill’s 
focus was to sail his Navy through the straits of 
the Dardanelles and the Sea of Marmara, invest in 
Constantinople, and push through the Black Sea to 
open a sea route to Russia. The Colonial troops 

from Australia and New Zealand were regarded 
by the British as suitable for cruising at sea and 
garrison duty. 

Reality differed from planning though. Ottoman 
Turkey, fearful of an attack by Russia and by 
Britain, had modernized and reinforced her 
defences on the Gallipoli peninsular. Every naval 
attempt to force passage through ‘the narrows’ (as 
the straits of the Dardanelles were known), was 
brutally repulsed by Turkish forts and field guns 
that lined the passageway, leading to a heavy loss of 
life. A new tactic was now considered: invasion of 
the Gallipoli peninsular to neutralized these forts. 

With Britain and France’s armies stretched paper 
thin on the Western Front, no significant land 
forces were available to prosecute the invasion. 
British eyes now turned to the ANZAC’s, who had 
been diverted to Egypt. The largely untrained Corps 
would be stiffened up with some regular British 
units who would set the standard for the colonials. 

In late 1914, a Canadian Division sailed across 
the Atlantic to England. In appalling conditions, 
the Division was rushed through training on the 
Salisbury Plain. They were quickly sent to France 
to augment the weakened British Expeditionary 
Force that was barely holding on against German 
forces that were still pushing through to Paris. A 
British Dominion on the Canadian East Coast also 
sent men to England, some 500 of them. Detached 
from the Canadian Division in southern England, 
the Newfoundlanders were sent to Scotland to 
continue their training. 

On April 24, 1915, as troops from the Canadian 
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Division fought to stave off a massive German 
counter-attack near St. Julien in Belgium, British 
and Commonwealth troops aboard ships in the 
Aegean Sea tried to share a last meal together. 
They would embark shortly on the small boats that 
would ferry them to their designated landing points 
at the southern tip and about one-third of the way 
up the Gallipoli peninsula. The surprise invasion 
was intended to wrest control of most, if not all, 
of the peninsula from Turkey, and subjugate the 
Turkish manned forts, allowing passage of the fleet. 
Reality, however, differed markedly from the plan. 

The landings on the southern tip of the Gallipoli 
peninsula, and at an unnamed cove roughly 
one-third of the way up the Aegean side of the 
peninsular, occurred roughly an hour apart as dawn 
broke on April 25th. With the cover of darkness 
disappearing, so did the associated element of 
surprise. The first of two Australian Divisions 
that were trying to land just south of Ari Burnu 
received a particularly hostile response. Turkish 
troops overlooking the landing beach discovered 
the approaching Australians while they were still 
in their boats. A wild scramble ensued to both seize 
and defend high ground that cost many men, both 
Australian and Turkish, their lives. 

This was the day that Turkish LCol Mustafa 
Kemal, watching with horror as Australian troops 
scrambled up the slopes toward him, issued his 
famous order to his men, “I do not expect you 
to attack, I order you to die.” Savage fighting 
continued for the rest of the day as increasing 
numbers of Australians augmented by a brigade 
of New Zealanders sought to improve and expand 
their bridgehead, just as Turkish defenders sought 
to contain and eliminate it. 

May of 1915 saw massive Turkish counter-attacks 
both at the newly named Anzac Cove, and at Helles, 
down at the tip of the peninsula, British units 
attacked toward a village called Krithia, but it was a

Australian and New Zealand troops landing on what 
is now known Anzac Cove. This photograph was 
taken on late April 25 or 26 as the photographer 

is already on secured high ground overlooking the 
landing beaches.

village they would never reach. In Scotland, a train 
wreck saw a Gallipoli bound British unit halved 
in number. The losses would be replaced by the 
Newfoundlanders. They were to go to Gallipoli as 
reinforcements for the 29th Division of the British 
Army.

June and July at Gallipoli saw the conflict stabilize 
into attritional warfare, and because the location 
was at the extreme end of a long supply line that 
started in England, only the three ‘B’s, in addition 
to water, were being brought ashore: bullets, bully-
beef, and bandages. Consequently, troops in the 
trenches began to shed weight in the early summer 
heat. Australian and New Zealand units conducted 
attacks at Anzac and at Helles and prevented 
massive Turkish attacks. The dead of both sides 
decaying in the heat in No Man’s Land made daily 
life in the trench systems a hellish experience. 
Adding to the horror was harassing fire of artillery 
from both sides, accompanied by accurate sniping 
and gastric diseases, which contrived to create a 
more or less constant flow of casualties down to 
the beach-head for immediate evacuation to Egypt.
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Monash Gully looking up towards Quinns’ Post on the 
skyline slightly left of centre. This Gully was the main 

transit route from the beach up to the front lines 
and was under direct fire much of the time. Bivouacs 

in dead ground can be seen in the foreground and 
immediately below Quinns.

The Turkish defenders suffered just as much as the 
ANZAC’s.

At this time the first telegrams announcing the 
casualties from the landings at Anzac and the 
fighting immediately afterward began to reach 
families across Australasia. Whole communities 
were horror-struck at the scale of the losses and 
numbed as the casualty notices kept coming in. 
The New Zealand government, much taken aback 
by the sudden anger displayed by its population at 
the death toll from Gallipoli, issued instructions to 
provincial offices to prepare for the possibility of 
civil unrest. 

In early July at Anzac, it was discovered that far 
from being surrounded, there were no significant 
Turkish forces directly to the north of the 
Australian and New Zealand positions. The ground 
was broken and just as chaotic as the ANZAC 

Wounded being evacuated from Anzac Cove for 
Egypt. Stretcher cases are lying in the two boats, and 

walking wounded are sitting in the Steam Pinnace 
that towed them. 

position, but it was largely empty and lead to 
the highest ground in that part of Gallipoli. More 
reconnaissance was conducted and plans were 
drawn up for an advance north of the Anzac 
positions before turning east to advance up onto 
unoccupied high ground, making Turkish positions 
untenable. The advance, called the Left Hook, 
was scheduled for early August. New Zealand and 
Indian troops were given the task of moving to 
and capturing the high ground. This attack would 
be done at night. The role of diversionary attacks 
fell to the Australians, who would draw Turkish 
attention south and away from the objective; it all 
went wrong from the start.

On the night of August 5th, two columns of troops, 
one Indian and one New Zealand, pushed north 
into the darkness after quickly overwhelming 
Turkish positions in their way. Guides, who had 
only been in the chaotic landscape immediately 
outside Anzac during the day, were immediately 
lost. Backtracking, intermingled units and long 
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delays saw the columns only half way to their 
objectives of Hill Q and Hill 971 when dawn broke. 
They were immediately discovered by a handful 
of Turkish defenders on the high ground who 
immediately raised the alarm. Fighting intensified 
throughout the day as the Indians and New 
Zealanders struggled to advance, and as Turkish 
units rushed into the defence, to simply hold onto 
what had already been gained. New names such as 
Rhododendron Ridge, the Gully, and The Apex were 
spoken of with awestruck horror. The successful 
Australian diversionary attack at ‘Lone Pine’ down 
in Anzac became a four-day long bloodbath for both 
sides. 

On August 8, 1915, a single New Zealand battalion 
attacked and summited a high ground feature 
below Hill 971 called Chunuk Bair. The Australian 
Light Horse was scythed down on that very day 
and almost in its entirety, at a place called The Nek 
in a four wave attack intended to draw Turkish 
attention away from the New Zealanders fighting 
on the heights. The New Zealand Battalion, the 
Wellingtons, were the only formation at Anzac to 
set eyes on the Dardanelles visible in the distance 
from Chunuk Bair. They held the hill for two 
days, with their ever dwindling numbers, against 
ferocious Turkish counter-attacks, until they were 
relieved by a British unit, the Gloucester’s. Two 
hours after the Gloucester’s took over, Chunuk 
Bair was back in Turkish hands. The loss for the 
New Zealanders was gut wrenching. Of the 760 
Wellington Infantry Battalion men who attacked 
Chunuk Bair, less than 80 answered the Roll after 
they were relieved. 

Two days prior to the bloodletting on Chunuk 
Bair and The Nek, a new British force had landed 
unopposed at a bay north of Anzac called Suvla. 
Suvla Bay was close enough to Anzac that it could 
be seen clearly from the new high ground positions. 
What could not be seen, to the chagrin of the 
surviving New Zealand and British forces on

Right foreground, Capt Allan Preston, machine 
officer for the Wellington Infantry battalion moves 

at speed past hastily prepared positions on the 
Apex during the August fighting. This photo was 
possibly taken on or about August 8, 1915, as the 
rear companies of the Gloucester’s can be seen in 

the background waiting to advance on Chunuk Bair. 
On the skyline New Zealand machine guns are firing 

towards Turkish positions on Hill Q. Capt Preston 
was wounded just after this photograph was taken.

the high ground, was any movement of the large 
bodies of men clustered on the bay’s shoreline. 
The lack of any kind of water supply meant that 
commanders refused to push their men inland. In 
a landing characterized by lethargy, incompetence 
and confusion, the direct order to seize high-
ground features with alacrity was, to all intents and 
purposes, ignored. 

The Suvla Bay operation intended to give units 
fighting on the high ground a slim chance of 
success, yet it condemned them to slaughter at the 
hands of the ever increasingly dominant Turkish 
formations. Although the beachheads of Anzac and 
Suvla were immediately linked, fighting once again 
stalemated. It was into this new environment that 
the Newfoundlanders arrived as reinforcements 
one night in mid-September. This was also around 
the time that two damning reports on the campaign 
from a pair of journalists were received in London. 
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newly dug trenches at Suvla, the British War 
Minister, Lord Kitchener, ordered a number of 
changes to the British/ANZAC command structure 
in the Dardanelles. Key leaders responsible for 
the August fighting and the debacle at Suvla were 
shipped home to the United Kingdom. This was 
cold comfort to the emaciated survivors and green 
reinforcements now holding the trenches at Anzac 
Cove. In October, the British government ordered 
Kitchener to begin planning the evacuation of 
Anzac and then Helles. 

As the weather at Gallipoli turned from one of the 
hottest summers on record to winter, preparations 
were made for the evacuation of Anzac/Suvla. 
British and ANZAC tactics were changed and a 
moratorium on offensive operations imposed. 
Command critical items and bulk stores were 
withdrawn, and where this could not be achieved 
all was dumped or spoiled. As storms battered 
the Dardanelles, the plan was kept secret from the 
troops until a few weeks from implementation. The 
ANZAC, particularly, were horrified and aggrieved 
that they would be forced to give up ground won at 
such a high cost in blood and treasure.

Orders were orders though, and over the night of 
December 19 and 20, the last of the Australians 
and New Zealanders filed down to Anzac Cove, 
and the British down to Suvla, the men of the 
Newfoundland Battalion among them. And on 
January 6, 1916, the last British troops were 
taken off Helles in an operation nearly undone by 
the weather. Gallipoli and the Dardanelles were 
Turkish in their entirety once again. 

The survivors of Anzac were shipped back to 
Egypt where new Divisions were formed as 
reinforcements and flowed in from Australia and 
New Zealand. The Newfoundlanders were shipped 
from the Dardanelles to southern France and then 
railed north, where they once again joined up with 

the British army. In early 1916, as the Canadian 
Corps moved into position in the Ypres salient, the 
New Zealand Division and the Australian Corps 
were transported to France. For the next three 
years ANZAC and Canadian troops engaged in 
fighting that made Gallipoli pale by comparison. In 
Australia and New Zealand, the seemingly never 
ending stream of death and wounding telegrams 
was accompanied by wounded and spent soldiers 
returning home from the Dardanelles.

In late 1918 the German government sued the 
Entente nations for peace, and the First World War, 
“The war to end all wars,” was over. Turkey was 
informed that by dint of her alliance with Germany, 
and that nation’s defeat, they were also defeated 
and so must accept the occupation force that was 
sent once more to the Gallipoli peninsula. It speaks 
volumes for the Turkish people who accepted this 
edict and the British and Commonwealth troops 
who returned to inter the dead still littering Anzac, 
Suvla, and Helles. 

Just as Canada and Newfoundland struggled to 
come to terms with families and communities 
missing their fathers, and sons, so too did Australia 
and New Zealand. An entire generation had been 
hulled out of the population. This was to manifest 
itself in the 1930s as a new generation of men 
found that their ideals and opinions clashed 
directly with the pre-war generation. And in 1939 
Great Britain, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand 
found themselves at war with Germany once again. 
This time The Republic of Turkey refused to take 
sides and remained neutral for the five years it took 
to accrue 20 million dead world-wide and consign 
the morals and lessons of the turn of the century 
to the history books forever. The Second World 
War produced a new crop of ANZAC losses to be 
commemorated along with those of the First World 
War. 
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April 25 now carries the same significance for 
Australia and New Zealand as November 11 does 
for Canada and Great Britain. Since 1915, and 
particularly since 1945 in the bizarre twists and 
turns of history, enemies have become friends and 
friends have become enemies. Australians and New 
Zealanders who go to Turkey are well treated as 
are the Turkish communities in Australasia. The 
countries that attacked Turkey in the name of aid to 
Russia subsequently spent nearly 70 years peering 
coldly at that country through whatever gaps or 
cracks could be discerned in an iron curtain.

The final word on this subject should be a Turkish 
one. In 1936, Mustafa Kemal, who had, by this time, 
become Kemal Ataturk (the leader of the modern 
Republic of Turkey), penned the following words 
to a group of grieving ANZAC widows and mothers 
who had paid their own way to visit the graves and 
resting places of their fallen kin. 

“Those heroes that shed their blood and lost 
their lives ... You are now lying in the soil of 
a friendly country. Therefore rest in peace. 
There is no difference between the Johnnies 
and the Mehmets to us where they lie side by 
side here in this country of ours ... You, the 
mothers who sent their sons from faraway 
countries, wipe away your tears; your sons 
are now lying in our bosom and are in peace. 
After having lost their lives on this land they 
have become our sons as well.”

Forty-Niner, 1919, Vol. 1, Issue No. 6, Page 22.
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Regiment Commemorates Vimy Centennial
Written By: Capt Rick Dumas, Adjt

Photos By: MCpl Andrew Davis, 3 CDSB Edmonton Imaging Section

troops in solidarity and remembrance of those 
that sacrificed so much before us—a first and only 
time that civilians were able to partake in such 
a ceremony. The vigil continued until the closing 
ceremony, ten hours later. 

Meanwhile, at the Alberta Legislature, 41 Canadian 
Brigade Group formed up to exercise its parade. 
The L EDMN R represented the majority of one of 
its two Guards, including significant leadership: 
deputy commanding officer, guard commander, 
guard officers (times two), guard sergeant-
major, and a few supernumerary sergeants. Once 
inspected by the Lieutenant Governor of Alberta, 
all marched on to City Hall. While doing so, 365 
Royal Canadian Army Cadets from across Alberta 
joined for the Brigade’s final destination. The 
Edmonton Police Service (EPS) Pipes and Drums 
led—quite fitting given its lengthy affiliation with 
the Regiment.

In the early hours of the chilly morning, MCpl Eckert 
mounts the L EDMN R Vigil Party at the Edmonton 

City Hall Cenotaph. Note that she’s wearing 
sergeants’ strips, given that the period dress does 

not have master corporal chevrons. This change was 
necessary to differentiate her from the corporals; 
also making it easier for civilians to identify her 

as the non-commissioned officer in charge. In the 
left rear corner is Member of Parliament, Randy 
Boissonnault standing vigil as the children sing.

Major Chris Barr, recently appointed deputy 
commanding officer of the L EDMN R, escorts the 

Lieutenant Governor as she inspects “Byng’s Guard,” 
which is largely comprised of Loyal Eddies, at the 

Alberta Legislature.

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment (L EDMN R) had an 
immense role in Edmonton’s Vimy Centennial on 
9 April 2017 at both the Alberta Legislature and at 
City Hall’s Churchill Square. 

At 0900 sharp, exactly 100 years after the Battle of 
Vimy Ridge, the L EDMN R mounted a vigil party for 
the opening ceremony at City Hall’s cenotaph, while 
dressed in its entirety in period dress scarlets. One 
hundred children sang our national anthem, before 
our 49th Battalion CEF Piper, in First World War 
dress, piped from a distance. An authentic battle 
whistle signalled cues for the event, as was the case 
from the trenches of France and Flanders. Civilians 
and dignitaries took turns standing vigil with our
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this event by involving trained period actors, 
researching information for First World War soldier 
trading cards (which were given out to the public), 
and providing artifacts for display at the Alberta 
Legislature. The L EDMN R Band was superb 
throughout the parade, while having supported 
the Military Family Resource Centre Eve of Victory 
gala dinner the evening before, and concurrently 
supporting another contingent in Lethbridge. They 
truly rock! 

At 19:00, the L EDMN R Vigil Party NCO took 
command of the Lord Strathcona Horse (Royal 
Canadians) Vigil Party for the closing ceremony. 
Our NCO again used an authentic battle whistle to 
initiate cues. A Royal Canadian Army Cadet from 
the Princess Patricia Canadian Light Infantry and 
the L EDMN R took post, representing Canada’s 
youth. The L EDMN R cadet held onto one of the 
Regiment’s most prized possession, the Mons 
Bugle, played at the actual armistice. A Regimental 
Bugler, in scarlets, played the Last Post and Rouse, 
before the 49th Battalion Piper played the Lament. 

To quote Carolyn Patton, Chairperson of the 
Vimy 100 Committee, “In support of 41 Canadian 
Brigade Group’s vital role, The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment was seen as having gone above and 
beyond the call of duty—surpassing expectations. 
The Loyal Edmonton Regiment’s contribution was 
quite significant and helped make this event the 
immense success that it was. I appreciate how 
volunteerism has an associated cost—time taken 
away from other tasks and perhaps family time. 
In the days ahead, people in their homes, at work, 
chasing one activity after another will remember 
the Vigil, opening and closing ceremonies, the 
stories from Camp Vimy, the exhibits in City Hall, 
the music and songs, the horses, the parade, and 
the fellowship. Above all, they will remember 
sharing family stories with engaged interpreters, 
neighbours, friends, and strangers.

Continues on page 126.

Just turning north off of Jasper Ave and onto 100 
St., heading towards City Hall are the EPS Pipes 

and Drums, officially affiliated for decades with the 
L EDMN R. Notice how the drum major wears the 

Regimental Badge on his sash. Every member of the 
Band wears an accoutrement of our Regiment. In 

fact, inside the drum major’s mace is a copy of the L 
EDMN R Honour Roll since 26 September 2013. This 

is why we salute as he marches past.  

Once at City Hall, at noon, dignitaries addressed 
the public and military. MLA Nicole Goering, 
liaison to the Canadian Armed Forces, presented 
the Provincial Proclamation of Vimy Day to 
Commander 3rd Canadian Division, Brigadier 
General Hetherington. Given the L EDMN R’s 
significant contribution, it too has an original, 
signed scroll of the proclamation. The Mayor 
of Edmonton, Don Iveson, presented the City’s 
Proclamation of Vimy Day to the Vimy 100 
Chairperson, Carolyn Patton. Later, the honour of 
custodianship was bestowed upon the L EDMN R 
and is now hanging in Regimental Lines. 

Of particular interest to the public were the 
military displays, including one from the L EDMN R 
Museum and displays from members of the Military 
Collectors’ Club of Canada, Edmonton Chapter. 
Of note, the Regimental Museum played a most 
significant role in supporting many initiatives for 
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Regimental Change of Command Parade
Written By: Capt Rick Dumas, Adjt

Photo By: Grant Cree

With the Alberta Legislature in the background, the 
outgoing Commanding Officer, LCol Kevin Weidlich 

has already passed the Regimental Colour to 
Commander 41 Canadian Brigade Group, Col Eppo 
van Weelderen, so incoming Commanding Officer, 

LCol Jonathan McCully may take possession. This is a 
symbolic gesture of the immense responsibility that 
comes with the command of an infantry regiment, 

preserving its customs and traditions as well as 
the morale, discipline, and welfare of its troops 
while preparing for, and executing, operational 

commitments.        

On 6 May 2017, the Regiment exercised its 43rd 
Change of Command Parade—technically, it was 
its 44th due to an encore performance along the 
way. The event was held at the Legislature’s Federal 
Building Plaza on what was likely one of the 
warmest days of the summer. 

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment once again 
came through in classic fashion after firing on 
all cylinders for the past training year, having 
excelled in many tactical field training exercises 
and high profile drill and ceremonial events. The 
Quartermaster Sergeant Instructor, MWO Denney; 
Regimental Quartermaster Sergeant, Sgt Parry; 
Ops Warrant Officer, WO Thir; and Regimental 
Affairs Officer, Capt Deegan were instrumental in 
“crushing it” as the opportunity became available. 
Inside a roughly three week period, the ceremony 
shifted from Jefferson Armoury to the Alberta 
Legislature. 

The Band, Colour Party, and Guards performed 
magnificently. Several guests and VIPs commented 
on how seamless the entire event was executed, 
especially when including an on-location reception. 
Many thanks go out to LERAC for their support.



September 2017 * 57

Forty-Niner

Travels to the Netherlands
Written By and Photos provided By: : LCol (Retd) L.E. Ahlstrom, 

KStJ, CD, QC

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Military Museum Foundation President

LCol (Retd) Lee Ahlstrom (right) and son Lieutenant-
Commander (LCDR) James Ahlstrom (left) at the 

Liberation Monument, Hoevelaken, Netherlands. The 
rock base of the monument was shipped from Rocky 

Mountain House, Alberta, by HCol (Retd) Sandy 
Mactaggart and LCol (Retd) Hans Brink. Note The 
Loyal Eddies hat badge, located in the lower right 

corner, on the plaque.
I had the opportunity to take my family to The 
Netherlands to celebrate my 50th wedding 
anniversary with a Bike and Barge tour from 
Amsterdam to Bruges, Belgium. The trip was a 
great family bonding experience despite a daunting 
50 km to 75 km bike trip each day. I had not biked 
75 km in the last 20 years in total.

My son, LCDR James Ahlstrom and I, went over a 
week earlier to visit important First World War 
battle sites. We stayed in Ypres (Ieper), and were 
taken on numerous battlefield tours where many 
members of the 49th gave their lives. We first visit-

ed the North Salient, which encompasses 
Passchendaele; such battles can only be described 
as blood baths. Our next visit led us to Vimy, where 
we stood on the monument to view the battlefield 
where General Currie pushed his four divisions 
through to capture the Ridge. We made another 
stop at Beaumont Hamel [an area that was close to 
the frontline during the Battle of Somme; its village 
was utterly destroyed], before travelling to the 
north sector for the first Battle of the Somme (this 
battle also yielding no results). 

At the end of our battlefield tour, James and I 
visited Hoevelaken, to participate in a wreath laying 
on the 4th of May to commemorate those killed in 
the Second World War. The Dutch celebrate on the 
4th of May prior to the liberation festivities on the 
5th of May.

We were graciously hosted by Theo Zuurman, 
a chairman of the Walter Strang Memorial 
Foundation, along with other members of the 
organization. The Foundation focuses on Walter 
Strang, a signaler for The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment during the Second World War, who was 
killed during an attack on Hoevelaken on April 19, 
1945. Found by villagers in his final resting place, 
Pte. Strang was later moved to the Canadian War 
Cemetery in Groesbeck, Netherlands. 

The evening’s ceremony was held in Hoevelaken’s 
City Hall, beginning with the Dutch National 
Anthem, before numerous poems were read and 
music was played. We were welcomed to a few 
hundred yard walk to the Walter Strang Memorial, 
concluding the ceremony as we laid our wreaths on 
behalf of The 49th Battalion, The Loyal Edmonton
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Regiment Association. The absence of Ken Froland, 
due to ill health (and who sadly passed away 
on May 22, 2017), was duly regretted as he was 
instrumental in the Walter Strang Memorial events 
for many years. 

After the ceremony, we made our way back to 
Bruges, Belgium to begin our Bike and Barge tour. 
Shortly thereafter, we split up to visit other areas in 
the region. I drove back to the Soest area, where the 
Canadian Army had a number of bases until 1970. 
I was amazed to discover that there was absolutely 
no trace of our substantial bases. Fort Henry and 
Fort York in Soest are canola fields, Fort Victoria in 
Werl is housing, and the Iserlohn bases are housing 
areas.

I went to Berlin, which seems to be a city of 
construction, and though the remaining portion of 
the Berlin Wall has been badly vandalized, the city 
itself is very vibrant. I then darted over to Dresden, 
which has been largely rebuilt. On my way back to 
Soest, I saw a sign for Colditz Castle, which was a 
notorious escape-proof prisoner of war stronghold; 
I had to go for a visit. I had a wonderful tour with 
a British guide who showed our group the French 
escape tunnels that were discovered six days before 
the soldiers escaped, and a workable glider that 
British prisoners were building in an attic behind a 
false wall. Although the war ended before the glider 
flew, a replica, tested in 2012, demonstrated that it 
actually worked despite being constructed with bed 
sheets sealed with porridge.

Overall, I had a wonderful trip overseas and 
encourage anyone travelling that way to stop in to 
Hoevelaken or to the many battlefields sites where 
our Loyal Edmonton Regiment engaged in the fight.

Fears No Foe.

Lee (centre) and James Ahlstrom (right) at the May 
4th wreath laying commemorating those killed in 

the Second World War.

Lee (left) and James Ahlstrom (right) visiting a 
Flanders Field Memorial on their travels.
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Canadian Forces Liaison Council Awards
Written By: Cpl Wolfgang Brettner

I am the only reservist working for Prostar Energy. 
During my job interview, I was asked about my 
involvement in the military and my supervisor, 
Sean Paszek, was ecstatic. Upon hiring, he 
immediately became involved with the Regiment. 
He volunteers for the Regimental casinos, and 
when he discovered that the Association wanted to 
update their website, he offered his services and is 
currently working on the site, free of charge.

I have never had issues getting time off work 
for training—last minute or planned. When I 
completed my Primary Leadership Qualification 
(PLQ) MOD 2 in Wainwright, I did not have to take 
holidays or unpaid leave, but I was paid my regular 
salary throughout. During the Fort McMurray fires, 
when our Regiment was put on standby, Sean told 
me I could go for however long I was required. A 
military leave policy is currently being drafted to 
suit my needs (and any future reservist hires) with 
Prostar Well Service. When I go to Wainwright 
to complete my PLQ this June, and when I’m on 
military leave, my department is short-staffed as I 
am the only Safety Advisor, but the company does 
not mind as they see this training as a beneficial. 

As I was thinking how I could repay my company 
for the support they have given me and continue 
to give me, one night at the Jefferson Armoury I 
met with Col Monty Ross with the Canadian Forces 
Liaison Council (CFLC). After a short discussion, he 
encouraged me to recommend my employer for the 
CFLC Provincial Awards. Not long after I submitted 
my write-up, my supervisor received confirmation 
that he had won a CFLC Provincial Award for 
Supporting Reservists in a small organization 
group. After a wonderful luncheon and award cere-

mony at the Government House in Edmonton, we 
were notified that Prostar Well Service had also 
won a National Award and had been invited to the 
award ceremony in Ottawa on the 27 May 2017. 

It was a great experience not only for myself, but 
also for Sean. The evening ceremony was held 
at the Canadian War Museum, which included 
speeches and presentations by Senior Associate 
Deputy Minister of National Defense, Jody 
Thomas; Canadian entertainer and Ambassador 
to the Invictus Games, Tom Jackson; and Chief of 
Reserves, Maj.-Gen. Paul Bury. 

Continues on the next page.

11 February 2017, Canadian Forces Liaison Council 
Provincial Awards Luncheon at the Government 

House in Edmonton. Left to right: Capt Darby 
Whitebone; Cpl Wolfgang Brettner; Sean Paszek 
(Prostar Energy); Maria Dumitrescu (Director of 

Professional and Technical Services at PSPC Western 
Region – Capt. Wright’s supervisor); Lieutenant 

Governor of Alberta, the Honorable Lois E. Mitchell; 
Unknown; Capt Bryn Wright; and Cpl Shawn Lee. 

Photo by: Unknown.
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Sean was also asked to speak on the importance 
and impact a reservist has to a small company. 

Being able to give back to my employer, who has 
been incredibly supportive since day one, was 
a huge big deal for me. It is very tough on my 
supervisor to let me go for weeks at the time, but 
this gap of civilian employment has never been an 
issue.

I encourage Reservists to nominate their employer 
for a CFLC Award, as giving back to the company 
or educational institution that supports you is 
imperative. I would like to thank Col Ross for his 
support and for bringing awareness to the CFLC 
Awards Program. 

The Canadian Forces Liaisons Council Awards 
Ceremony was held on 25 May 2017, at the Cartier 

Square Drill Hall in Ottawa, ON. 
Special Award for Support to Reserves–Small 

Organization, awarded to Prostar Energy.
From left to right: Cpl Wolfgang Brettner; Provincial 
CFLC Chair, David Black; Sean Paszek; and Maj-Gen 

Paul Bury. 
Photo credit: Corporal Michael J. MacIsaac, Canadian 

Forces Support Unit (Ottawa) – Imaging Services
©2017 DND-MDN, Canada SU12-2017-0532-037 

SU12-2017-0532-037

Nominate your Employer

The following 
information has 
been taken from 
the National 
Defence and the 
Canadian Armed 
Forces, Employers 
Supporting 

Reservists website. Please check out (http://
www.forces.gc.ca/en/business-reservist-support/
awards-nominate-employer.page for more 
information on how to nominate your employer.

Nominations are accepted from Primary Reservists 
or Commanding Officers of units employing 
Primary Reservists.

Following the nomination deadline, a letter will 
be sent to all nominees thanking them for their 
support of the Reserve Force. A copy of this letter 
will be sent to the nominator and the nominators 
Commanding Officer. All nominations will then 
be sent to the CFLC Provincial committees for 
the selection of those that will receive Provincial 
Awards; the selection committee will also select a 
short list of nominations that will be sent to Ottawa 
to be considered for the National Awards.

All Reservists are encouraged to nominate their 
civilian employer or educator for a CFLC award.
If a nomination is selected for an Award at 
either the Provincial or National Level, CFLC will 
cover the travel costs for the nominator and the 
winner to attend the Awards Ceremony. In cases 
where appropriate, two representatives from the 
winning organization may be invited to attend the 
ceremony. 

Continues on page 126.
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The Association’s Centennial Anniversary
Written By: Capt (Retd) Jack Bowen, Association President

One hundred years of The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Association—wow. We’ve come a long way since 
establishing our foundation (we were officially registered after the First World War). We’d like to reflect 
back to those early years, beginning with a letter from the man himself, Colonel William ‘Billy’ Griesbach. 
Following his letter are pages from previous Forty-Niners regarding Association business; from our 
startup to a few minutes from the 1970s.

We’d also like to take this time to thank the Association members for staying with us for this long haul. 
Below you’ll find our most current (2017) Executive Association members. Our new Associaton website 
is currently up and running at www.49ler.com, and you’ll be able to email us directly from the site if you 
have questions or suggestions.

Association President, 
2017,

 Capt (Retd) Jack Bowen

Vice-President, 2017, 
LCol (Retd) Tom Reaume

Treasurer, 2017,
 Capt (Retd) Terry Allison

Secretary, 
2016 – 2017,

  Lt (Retd) Lem 
Mundorf

Secretary, 2017,
 Cpl Wolfgang 

Brettner

Kit Shop Manager
2016 – 2017,

  Ron Dmetruk

Kit Shop Manager
2017,

  Madoc Finch
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LERM Archives, 1984.36.1
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Forty-Niner, 1919, Issue No. 8, Page 5.
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Forty-Niner, 1919, Issue No. 8, Page 6.
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Forty-Niner, 1927, Issue No. 9, Page 3.
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Forty-Niner, 1927, Issue No. 9, Page 4.
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Forty-Niner, 1942, Issue No.34, Page 6.
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Forty-Niner, 1942, Issue No. 35, Page 18.



70 * September 2017

Forty-Niner

Forty-Niner, 1942, Issue No. 35, Page 19.
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Forty-Niner, 1945, Issue No. 40, Page 4.
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Forty-Niner, 1970, Issue No. 73, Page 5.
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Forty-Niner, 1972,  Issue No. 75, Page 3.
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Forty-Niner, 1972,  Issue No. 75, Page 4.
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Lestock Day 2017
Written By: Cpl Wolfgang Brettner 

Photos By: Unknown

The Regiment gathered 
at Jefferson Armoury for 
Lestock Day on 10 June 
2017. The morning started 
off with a history lesson 
from the Regimental 
Association President, 
Jack Bowen, followed by 
a commanding officer’s 
hour. While the BBQ lunch 
was being prepared, 
under the watchful eye of 

Association Vice-President 
Tom Reaume, an intense 
floor hockey tournament 
commenced. 

The final game was 
between A-Coy and 
Admin-Coy and went into 
overtime, with A-Coy 
winning the game with a 
beautiful move and goal by 
Cpl Short. Master Corporal 
Melville stood tall in goal 
for Admin-Coy and was the 
reason why this game was 
a close one. Following the 
lunch, and after indulging 
in the delicious cake that 
was made by Mrs. Jen 
Thir, door prizes were 
drawn. A-Coy once again 
cleaned house, and after much celebration, the unit 
officially stood down for the summer.

Special thanks to the Senior NCOs for the setup 
and the BBQ, and the Association for providing the 
food, a couple of wobbly pops, door prizes, and the 
history lesson. 

Lestock Day originated in the 1980s with the 
Canadian Airborne Centre (CABC) competition. 
Back then, the day was called Pegasus Day 
where two types of competitions were held: 
a jump into Drop Zone Buxton—with a ruck 
march to Griesbach—followed by a Skill at Arms 
competition. The first Pegasus Day (which was 
termed Lestock Day in later years), was held at 
Griesbach, where the Loyal Eddies were invited to 
compete against the CABC. 

Captain Morneau (RSSO), MWO Bowen, Sgt 
Hartenberger, and Cpl Robitaille represented 
the Regiment in the Skill at Arms competition. 
The competition involved a 1.5 mile run with full 
fighting order, a 250-lb stretcher carry for 100 
yards, a climb over a 10’ wall, 30’ rope climb, 25- 
metre leopard crawl, FN magazine filling with loose 
rounds, skill-testing questions on shooting, and 
finished with a .22-caliber insert FN shoot.

Motivation at its 
finest from the A-Coy 

team prior to the final 
match.

Cutting of the cake. 
Commanding Officer 

LCol Jon McCully (left) 
and President of the 

Regimental Association, 
Jack Bowen (right).

Trophy presentation and 
speech by CO, LCol McCully 
(right) with MWO Denney 
(middle) and Capt Dumas 

(left). 
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The winning team from A-Coy: Left to right: Cpl 
Kolesnik, Cpl Adams, Cpl Chlebek, Cpl Short, Cpl Lee, 
Cpl Lubinsky-Mast, Cpl Riehl, Cpl Swan, Cpl Post, Cpl 

Graham, and MCpl Eckert.

 The Eddies team competed in this timed skill at 
arms without their competitors (who were away 
for a different competition in the States). Once the 
CABC team returned to Canada, they completed 
the very same Skill at Arms competition, and their 
scores were tallied and compared to the Eddies 
team. For maximum points, each team had to meet 
specific timing requirements: the time to go over a 
10’ wall was two minutes. If you were over the wall 
within the two minute time frame, you received the 
maximum amount of points.

The Eddies were victorious, due to their high 
shooting scores. The teams did eventually meet, but 
only for the CABC team to present the Eddies with 
their much deserved trophy. 

Forty-Niner, 1930, Issue No. 10, Page 22.
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Band of Brothers (1962–2017)
Written By and Photos Supplied By: The Mundorf Brothers,

 Lem, Kieth, and Don

Brotherhood can be defined by a bond of blood, 
by comradery or by an association of common 
interests. If brotherhood were a picture, all three 
of the Mundorf brothers would be next to the 
definition.  

Lem, Kieth, and Don, throughout their lives, have 
served in the Armed Forces, starting with #1809 
The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Cadet Corps. 
Lem started the Mundorf legacy when he joined 
the Cadets in 1962 at the age of 13. He took the 
Rifle Coaching course that led him to shooting 
competitions across Canada using the Lee Enfield 

.303 rifle with peep 
sight. Kieth followed 
in 1965, attending 
summer cadet 
camps in Clear Lake, 
Manitoba and Vernon, 
BC. Both played in the 
drum and bugle band. 
Don was in the Cadet 
Corps from 1968 to 
1974. At the age of 18, 
each of the Mundorfs 
left the Cadets, after 

serving as the Officer Commanding the Corps. 

Lem joined the Militia Regiment at The Prince of 
Wales Armouries in September 1965 at 16 years 
of age. Kieth and Don joined the Militia in 1967, 
and in 1974, respectively. Lem was promoted 
to lance corporal and progressed through the 
ranks to warrant officer. While doing the platoon 
commander’s job, Lem received his commission 
from his commission from the ranks to a lieutenant. 
His most memorable experiences were participati-

Kieth and Lem ready to 
leave home to go to cadets.

ng in the Presentation of The Colours at Griesbach 
Barracks and Expo ‘67 in Montreal. In 1969 he 
went over to Germany with the Princess Patricia’s 
Canadian Light Infantry (PPCLI) and travelled 
around Europe while on leave. 

Lem and Kieth were 
involved with the 
first Militia Platoon 
to take the Para 
Course in 1972. 
They got to “J” 
Stage and, to their 
disappointment, 
were not given the 
green light. In the 
winter of 1973, after 
taking the jump 

course for the second time, they finally completed 
their eight qualifying jumps. They parachuted 
from the Otter, the Buffalo, and a Hercules C-130, 
which included one night jump. Their wings were 
presented to them by the late Lieutenant Governor, 
the Honorable Grant MacEwan. 

In 1977, the 
Mundorfs were 
together again, 
playing in the 
Regimental Drum 
Corps, all while 
Don was taking 
his Junior NCO 
course. The Drum 
Corps performed 
for Legions, mess 
dinners, and

The Loyal Edmonton
 Regiment graduating class

 in 1973.

Piling of the Drums in front of 
The Prince of Wales Armouries 

in 1977.
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Freedom of the 
City parades. 
All brothers 
participated in the 
drum line, which 
was one of the only 
few in Canada that 
was performing 
precision stick drill 
(with fluorescent 
sticks) under blue 
light. 

In 1980, Lem joined the Supplementary Reserves 
and retired in 1985. In 1986 he was elected to the 
board of The 49th Battalion, The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment (L EDMN R) Association and retired from 
his secretary position in early 2017.

Kieth worked his way up the ranks, corporal 
through to chief warrant officer, and held the 
appointment of RSM for five years (1999 to 2004); 
he was commissioned from the ranks to captain in 
2005. Kieth’s fondest training memories included 
a one unit all reserve Para Course, the Northern 
Strike High Arctic exercises, Mountain Ops, and 
American Para-wings. He also took the Landing 
Zone, Drop Zone, and EZ Controllers Course. After 
his retirement at the age of 60 from the primary 
reserves, he commanded an army cadet corps 
for a training year. He is now fully retired from 
all duties. On the 70th anniversary of the Loyal 
Eddies fighting in Sicily and Ortona, Italy, Lem and 
Kieth took a battlefield tour to the battle sites and 
cemeteries that involved the Regiment in 1943. 

Don was promoted to corporal after he rejoined 
the Regiment in 1993. He attended the Mountain 
Warfare Course with his brother Kieth. In 1994, 
Don was attached to the PPCLI, where he did his 
pre-training and completed a six-month tour, as 
part of Harmony 4, in the former Yugoslavia as 

A snapshot of the three 
brothers during one of many 

courses.

a Heavy Machine Gunner. Upon his return to the 
unit, he did multiple taskings for a Driver Wheel 
Instructor at the Military Training District. He was 
assigned various chores from the many Regimental 
Quartermasters that have served in the unit. He is 
presently the driver-stores man. Don has served a 
total of 29 years with L EDMN R. 

On the civilian side of their lives, Lem worked for 
the Edmonton Public School Board for 31 years. 
He and his wife Karen have four children and two 
grandchildren. Kieth worked with the Edmonton 
Public School for 34 years as a junior high teacher. 
He has three daughters and one granddaughter.
In 1990, Don visited Nepal and attended a 
university in China. He has completed six years 
of post-secondary education. When he returned, 
he began his lifelong dream of becoming a cattle 
rancher near the Village of Clyde, Alberta. He is 
looking forward to retiring from the services in 
October 2017.

As a band of brothers, the men have served in the 
L EDMN R a total of 86 years. If you include cadet 
time, any one or more of the Mundorfs have served 
continuously with the Regiment for the past 55 
years. They miss being part of the great group of 
men and women that make up our unit; but all 
three are members of The 49th Battalion, the Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment Association. The Regiment’s 
pride will always be with them as they continue to 
Fears No Foe.

The Mundorf Brothers, left to right: Kieth, Don, 
and Lem.
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Activities at the Museum
Written By and Photos Supplied By: Erica Tsui

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment 
Military Museum had a busy 
year maintaining our collections, 
accepting new donations, updating 
the galleries, completing research 
requests, and providing tours.

While not fully indicative of the total number of 
visitors who toured the Museum in 2016, 352 
people took the time to sign and comment our 
visitor book: 

• From our local area: 202
• From other parts of Alberta: 57
• From other parts of Canada: 51
• From outside of Canada: 42

We received a number of positive comments from 
our visitors this past year.

•  Regina: Impressive.
•  Toronto: Awesome experience.
•  Halifax: Wonderful, worth a visit.
•  Edmonton: Amazing displays and well   

 presented.
•  Fossacesia, Italy: Molto interessante.
•  Mexico: The brave people who walked   

 before us, thank you.
•  Pakistan: I really liked this museum because  

 it’s a good asset for our young people to   
 know how our army fought to save our     
  country and our future.

•  Peru: I learned a lot from this museum, it is  
 excellent.

•  Scotland: Very informative.

In 2016, the Museum accepted over 400 artifact 
donations into the collection, while also conducting 
38 organized tours with a total of 992 visitors, 

Executive Director, Terry Allison and 
Museum President, Lee Ahlstrom 

donating artifacts from the 
Passchendaele battlefield to the Museum.

which made for an eventful year! Our primary 
researcher, Ted Howard, responded to 58 requests 
for service records; the vast majority regarding 
First World War soldiers of the 49th Battalion, 
and Second World War soldiers of the Edmonton 
Regiment/Loyal Edmonton Regiment. Ted has 
also been incredibly busy updating the Museum’s 
member database and digitizing archival records.

School tour enjoying our uniform try-on 
activity.
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In April 2017, we mounted a special temporary 
exhibit in the Rotunda of the Alberta Legislature 
building centred around the Battle of Vimy Ridge 
and Alberta in the First World War. We also began 
working on revamping a section of the Griesbach 
Gallery. Erica Tsui, who recently completed her 
practicum with the museum, researched, curated, 
and installed a timely display on the Battle of 
Vimy Ridge to tie into remembrance activities of 
the 100th anniversary of the battle. The display 
features artifacts used during the battle itself, as 
well as commemorative items from 1936 until the 
present day. 

MCpl/TPT NCO Jay LaCharite, volunteer Rory 
MacDougall, Director Tom Reaume, and Sgt/RQMS 

Sandy Parry touring the Battle of Vimy Ridge display.

In August 2016, our Stone Gallery, which currently 
displays artifacts and archival materials related 
to the First World War, was used as the backdrop 
for a series of interviews related to the Lieutenant 
Governor’s Spirit of Vimy school competition. 
Those interviewed included Commander Canadian 
Army, Lieutenant-General P.F. Wynnyk and Alberta’s 
Lieutenant Governor, the Honorable Lois E. 
Mitchell.

Lieutenant-General P.F. 
Wynnyk (centre), with 

Museum Collections 
Manager Kathleen Haggarty 

and Museum Director of 
Volunteers Tom Reaume.

Lieutenant Governor, the 
Honorable Lois Mitchell 

receives a tour from Museum 
Director, Tom Reaume.

The display in the lobby of the Jefferson 
Armoury was refreshed and now 
features trophies and a historical 

regimental timeline. Directors Chuck 
Marshall and Don Miller with Museum 

President, Lee Ahlstrom, discussing 
trophy awards for the Jefferson 

Armoury exhibit.
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Volunteer, David Matheson; Museum 
Collections Manager, Kathleen 
Haggarty; and volunteers, Line 

Lamothe and Jade Brazil installing the 
new Jefferson Armoury display.

Four more editions of our newsletter, Remember, 
were published in 2016.  Each issue highlighted 
the 100th anniversary events of the First World 
War with an emphasis on Edmonton and the 49th 
Battalion. The newsletter has also included articles 
pertaining to the 75th anniversary of the Second 
World War, and to more current events including 
Museum activities.  All issues are available on our 
website, and is distributed to over 300 people and 
organizations currently signed up to our contact 
list.

Historian and Museum volunteer, Ian Edwards, has 
continued finalizing his book, Our Quarrel with the 
Foe: Edmonton’s Soldiers 1914-1915, highlighting 
the formation and field activities of all units from 
the Edmonton area raised for service in the First 
World War. The Museum has provided research 
assistance and materials to Ian, and will be the 
publisher for the book. 

Visitors to the Griesbach Gallery have been able to 
view a new temporary exhibit titled War Brides: 
The Stories of Some of the Women Who Married 
Loyal Edmonton Regiment Soldiers While Overseas 
and Who Came to Alberta. This exhibit was set up 

by Archives Manager, Alisha Lyrette, to tie into 
the Archives Society of Alberta Archives Week 
theme of Coming to Alberta. The display features 
photographs of couples, as well as a selection of 
wedding announcements from past issues of the 
Forty-Niner. Alisha Lyrette has also been hard at 
work throughout the year cataloguing and storing 
the Museum’s impressive map collection. 

Our education and community-based programs 
continue to expand and grow in popularity.  
Victoria School’s Creative Writing Club once again 
came to the Museum in November 2016 and was 
shown wartime letters that served as writing 
prompts for an assignment. The Museum has 
also completed the production, and tested our 
soldier education kits in schools; both kits are now 
available for loans to Grades 1 to Grade 6 classes. 
The Soldier Through Time summer camp was a 
popular highlight in 2016, and one session will be 
held in the summer of 2017. Children aged nine 
to 12 spent the week learning about the military, 
past and present. Activities include drills, a tour of 
the museum galleries, trying on uniforms, a visit 
to The Loyal Edmonton Regiment unit lines at the 
Jefferson Armoury, and brief lectures and activities 
on various military topics.

Athabasca University practicum 
student, Erica Tsui, leading a curatorial 
activity for the ‘Soldier Through Time’ 

summer camp.
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‘Soldier 
Through Time’ 
summer camp 

attendees pose in 
camouflage at the 

Prince of Wales 
Armouries.

A special Citizenship and Immigration Ceremony 
was hosted by the Museum on November 9, 2016. 
Twenty-nine new Canadians were sworn in and 
received their certificates. Tom Reaume, Museum 
Director, spoke on behalf of the Museum and 
emphasized the role that immigrants have played 
in the history of the Regiment.

On Remembrance Day, the Museum was open from 
10:00hrs until 14:00hrs. A short remembrance 
ceremony was conducted at 11:00hrs, followed 
by tours and activities for all age groups. 
Approximately 300 visitors came through our 
doors.

Over the course of the year, the Museum provided 
display items and historical information to various 
outside organizations in support of special projects: 

• St. Andrew’s Centre
• Stony Plain Multicultural Centre
• Kipnes Centre for Veterans
• Dalton & Dickensfield Schools
• McKernan School
• Baturyn School
• Tales of Valour and Hope – a storytelling 

event held at the Prince of Wales Armouries 
on the 10 November 2016.

We would like to thank all of our volunteers: Terry 
Allison, Darcia Arndt, Tina Beckett, Jade Brazil, 
Jacqui Clooney, Tracy Cowherd, Kenneth Dilley, 
Angie Doumet, Ian Edwards, Steve Forth, David 
Haas, Kathleen Haggarty, Ted Howard, Bruce 
Hunter, Vanessa Johnson, Lance Kelly, Megan Klak, 
Rory MacDougall, Line Lamothe, Chuck Marshall, 
David Matheson, John Matthews, Eva McPhee, Don 
Miller, Lem Mundorf, Zack Neufeld, Katlyn Ost, 
Tom Reaume, Garnet Rooney, Catherine Saffran, 
Nick Spillman, Erica Tsui, and Maurice White. Our 
wonderful volunteers donated a total of 4,831 
hours of their time during 2016, an increase of 
almost 400 hours over 2015! 

For more information about the Museum’s 
activities, take a look at the Annual Report 
available on our website at www.lermuseum.
org. Alternatively, check out The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment Military Museum Facebook page or 
follow us on Twitter @49bnlermus.

Association Dinner in October 2016. Left to right: 
HCol (Retd) Dennis M. Erker; Association President, 

Jack Bowen, Second World War veterans Bert 
Plowman, Len Corbett, Norman Olson, and Mrs. 

Doreen Erker.
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Executive Director, Terry Allison, touring new 
recruits of The Loyal Edmonton Regiment through 

the artifact storage vault.

New recruits touring through the Prince of Wales 
Armouries, viewing the Battle of Ortona mural.

Volunteer Ted Howard (right) with 
the Campbell family who were 

conducting family research at the 
Museum.

City of Edmonton Free 
Admission Day, historical 

re-enactors dressed as 
Jenny and ‘Billy’ Griesbach, 
and a Second World War 
soldier with members of 
the South Alberta Light 

Horse Regiment.

Museum volunteers Tina 
Beckett and Zack Neufeld 
dressed as Second World 

War soldiers for the City of 
Edmonton Free Admission 

Day.
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Finding Reid Watson
Written By and Photos Supplied By: Bettyanne English

LANCE CORPORAL, 
49th BATTALION 

      CANADIAN 
EXPEDITIONARY FORCE

On November 11, 2015, my 
family was attending the 
Courtenay, BC, Remembrance 
Day ceremony, which 
has been a long standing 

tradition in our household. Standing in the crisp fall 
air, listening to the children’s choir, we watched the 
Veterans parade by—their shoulders squared and 
faces tight with emotion. It made me wonder what 
these once young men had experienced over 50 
years ago.

In the weeks leading up to Remembrance Day, local 
television programs had showcased the histories 
of the wars, and we watched with interest, but we 
felt no real connection. We had no known family, 
we thought, who had either served or died in any of 
the wars.  

After the service, I started looking through 
old family albums. I had a vague memory of a 
photograph I had seen years before of a young 
soldier on a darkened postcard.

The card fell out of my grandmother’s album, 
at my feet.  Picking it up, I saw a calm, young 
man, dressed in uniform and gazing rather sadly 
outward. On the back and written in his mother’s 
handwriting, was a breakdown of information. It 
was addressed to her niece, my grandmother.  From 
there the story evolved.

I had never heard of Reid, but he was my 
grandmother’s cousin, and thus my cousin.
Curious to learn more about him, I logged online 
and began a long night of searches to find him. By 
morning I soon had his Attestation Paper #101612; 
two homestead claims, one in Selkirk, Manitoba 
and then in Spirit River, Alberta; information about 
the Battle of Flers-Courcelette; and his death 
certificate.   

What I knew now was that Reid had been born 
on June 25, 1893, in Portage la Prairie, Manitoba, 
where his father had been an Indian Agent. At 
19, Reid was working as a bank clerk in Selkirk, 
Manitoba, and he bought a land grant for a 
homestead in Selkirk for $160 on May 10, 1912. 
He moved to Spirit River, Alberta and began 
homesteading there, and he spent Christmas in 
Edmonton with his aunt in 1915. Shortly after, he 
enlisted for service in Edmonton, joining the 66th 
Battalion. 

With this newfound information, we had an easy 
decision that lay before us. We were going to go 
to France to attend the 100th commemoration 
ceremony of the Battle of the Somme, and hopefully
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we would locate Reid’s grave. We learned that the 
ceremony for Courcelette would be held in July 
rather than September and that we could connect 
with a group led by Greg Owen, an Ontario guide 
who specializes in First World War tours. He was 
taking a small group, in July, to honour the 801 
Newfoundlanders who fought at Beaumont-Hamel 
on July 1, 1916. His group would also visit the five 
sites of the Caribou Trail. Late in June 2016, we 
found ourselves heading overseas to France to join 
the Newfoundland group for their tour and then to 
find Reid’s last resting place.  

Our first stop with 
our group, on June 28, 
was at Vimy Ridge, 
now a peaceful French 
countryside dotted with 
sheep, grazing their way 
through unexploded 
shells that are still 
buried after 100 years. 
The landscape around 
the serene monument 
is harsh, with huge 
craters from the mines 
and mortar shells, and 
the trenches that were 

recreated with concrete sandbags. The Weeping 
Woman sculpture soars over the monument, 
overlooking the German front line as she grieves 
the loss of the thousands of soldiers “Known Only 
to God” who are honoured there.

Our next stop was Cabaret-Rouge British Cemetery, 
which was beautifully tended, with the Canadian 
graves denoted by Maple leaves. There we 
placed our flags and poppies, signed the Book of 
Remembrance, and moved on. Each in our group 
was quiet and introspective. Close by was the Notre 
Dame de Lorette, a vast field of crosses in memory 
of French casualties. A German graveyard at 
Neuville-Saint-Vaast was next, with 44,000 dark

crosses, each with four names engraved. An oddity 
we noticed was the number of Star of David’s 
interspersed among the crosses. How the world 
would soon change. 

The most impressive monument was beside 
the graveyard in Lorette. We walked into a tall, 
dark circular structure where the names of the 
First World War soldiers, of all nationalities, are 
engraved alphabetically. We found Reid Watson’s 
name immediately. Again, the silence was 
overwhelming. We took our time to touch names, 
to connect, and to reflect on their sacrifices, placing 
our flags before we quietly left.  

On June 29th, we were privileged to join the 
Newfoundland contingent of veterans, their 
families, as well as a group of 50 Grade 8 students, 
and the Church Lads’ Brigade.  
Trumpeter Jim Prowse played the Rouse and 
Last Post as we stood on the Beaumont-Hamel 
battlefield for a private service and tour. Canadian 
university students work as Park interpreters 
at each battle site, and a gifted group they are—
knowledgeable, friendly, and determined to keep 
history alive for all generations. Through these 
young men and women’s knowledge and vivid 
descriptions, we were able to flesh out Reid’s final 
days. One trip to the trenches ensures the sacrifice 
made by thousands of soldiers will always be 
remembered.  

We made brief visits to Thiepval British Memorial 
to the Missing of the Somme; the Ulster Tower, 
the memorial to the 36th Ulster Northern Ireland 
Division; the Newfoundland memorials of 
Masnières and Monchy-le-Preux. A poignant visit to 
Courcelette Canadian Memorial, near the battle site 
where Reid was mortally wounded as a member of 
the 49th Battalion on September 15, 1916, stood 
out for us. We left our Canadian and Newfoundland 
flags at each stop as we visited each of the five 
Caribou Memorials, with the last being at Kortrijk, 
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Belgium. A pin was 
presented to each of us for 
completing the Caribou 
Trail; the haunting bronze 
Caribou mourning the 
Newfoundland soldiers at 
each site, yet looking with 
a sense of hope toward the 
sky. In Ledegem, Belgium, 
we visited the Dehondt 
family farm to see the 
memorial for Victoria Cross 
recipient Tommy Ricketts, a 
17-year-old Newfoundland 
private who braved heavy 
German fire and ran, 
twice, to get ammunition 

to his platoon. They were then able to take the 
German position that had decimated many of his 
comrades. The Dehondt family proudly maintains 
the memorial.  

The concentric rows of Tyne Cot Commonwealth 
War Cemetery and Memorial near Passchendaele, 
and the largest cemetery from the First World 
War were overwhelming in its immensity. Next, 
on to visit the Brooding Soldier at Vancouver 
Corner, where soldiers from Canada’s 1st Division 
withstood the horror of the first gas attack in early 
1915. Flanders Field Memorial, near Ypres, still 
rings of the terrible trench warfare that swirled 
around the area. We visited the Essex Farm 
Cemetery where the distraught Dr. John McCrae, 
who was grieving a close friend’s death, wrote his 
beautiful poem. It was calming to see the vibrant 
red poppies growing in the fields where tourists 
now posed for photographs and knowing that most 
of us were reciting the words to his poem that we 
had learned in our early school years. I’m sure I 
heard a lark still bravely singing. 

The Menin Gate Ceremony, in Ypres, is something 
every Canadian should experience.  The massive

structure is near the centre of the town. Almost 
every night since 1927, a ceremony is held to 
honour the 54,000 soldiers who never received a 
final resting place. On the night of June 30th, we 
attended, along with thousands of others, including 
the Minister of Veterans Affairs, the Honorable Kent 
Hehr. The citizens of Ypres attend faithfully, with 
military bands playing as wreaths are presented. 
According to a Belgian woman, who was standing 
beside me, they always will perform this ceremony. 
She took my gift of forget-me-not flowers, held 
my hands and said, “Madam, we owe Canada 
everything . . . we will never forget you!” 
I shall never forget her.

A torrential rainstorm set the sombre mood when 
we returned on July 1st to Beaumont-Hamel for the 
official 100th commemoration. His Royal Highness, 
Prince Charles, and the Minister of Veterans Affairs, 
the Honorable Kent Hehr were in attendance, along 
with local dignitaries, military bands, veterans, and 
hundreds of Newfoundlanders, including many 
students who proudly wore their Canadian colours. 
The mud was up to our ankles, making us mindful 
of what trench warfare may have been like for our 
soldiers. As we stood listening to the speeches with 
our backs to the Danger Tree, we thought of the 
hundreds who died there in the barbed wire fences, 
cut to pieces by machine gun fire or trampled in the 
mud, and mindful of those still laid there after 100 
years. The Canadian War Graves Commission is to 
be commended for the fine job they do to maintain 
the cemeteries and monuments abroad. 

Each day, our apprehension had been building, and 
now we were about to come to a close in our search 
for a young man we did not know, but who had 
become very real to us. On July 2, we stood at the 
grave of Lance Corporal Reid Crossley Watson in 
the Albert Communal Cemetery Extension, a short 
distance from the Courcelette battle site where he 
was mortally wounded. His grave was neatly 

Bettyanne (front left) 
with family at one of 
the five Caribou Trail 

markers.
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tended, a vivid orange rose blooming on it. We 
placed his photograph that we had found eight 
months before, on his headstone. A feeling of peace 
and fulfilment came over us, and the tears we shed 
were for Reid, and for his immediate family who 
never saw his final resting place. We were told that 
our tears were likely the only ones ever shed over 
Reid as the burial details were too busy working 
on the next grave to be dug. There were no direct 
descendants, as the family died out with that 
generation. We signed the memorial book and left 
our soldier, who was now a known member of our 
family. The young soldier on the postcard has had 
his story told. Questions remain, and I wonder if 
Reid left a sweetheart at home, and did she get his 
last letter. I was unable to locate a cenotaph where 
his name was inscribed, however, we did make a 
trip to place his photo on the one in his birthplace 
in Portage la Prairie.

Recently an envelope arrived from House of 
Commons in Ottawa containing a copy of the 
Book of Remembrance page with the name of Reid 
Crossley Watson, 49th Battalion. 

This odyssey to find Reid was everything we 
had hoped for, and so much more. The sadness 
of the Somme was balanced by the respect and 
determination of so many who honour the deeds 

and bravery of our soldiers. The Somme service 
will stand out in memory, not just for the dead, but 
for the incredible emotion and dedication of the 
people of Newfoundland who will not let forget 
them. 

Without the expert guidance, curiosity, and 
endless enthusiasm of Greg Owen of WeGo Tour 
Experiences, this pilgrimage would never have 
happened.  We are forever grateful to him.  Reid 
was found; he was grieved for and now will never 
be forgotten. Rest in Peace Reid and all those who 
fell with you. 

Reid’s final resting place .

Forty-Niner, 1915, Issue No. 4, Page 13.



88 * September 2017

Forty-Niner

The Forty-Niner, 1936, Issue No. 23, Page 2.
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A Vimy Perspective 
A Deserved Sense of Pride, but not a Forge of 

National Feeling

Written By and Photos Supplied By: Maj (Retd) David Haas

In early 1967 I had a chance encounter with a 
veteran of the Battle of Vimy Ridge. I was stationed 
in Halifax and dropped by a men’s clothing store. 
A salesman, who looked to be in his late sixties, 
mentioned that he had been a lieutenant in the 
Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry in the 
First World War, and had fought at Vimy Ridge 50 
years earlier! I was intrigued. We were then just 
into Canada’s Centennial year, and in contrast to 
our current sesquicentennial year, nothing was 
being made of Vimy. All attention was on Canada’s 
100th.

He began telling me about the battle, but not about 
the actual attack. “That was easy,” he told me. He 
wanted to explain the preparation, the meticulous 
training, which he said was the secret to their 
success. Every soldier knew the task of his group. 
Air photos of the German trench lines were studied. 
Full-scale mock-ups of the German trenches were 
laid out with tapes. The troops went through the 
attack sequences again and again until everyone 
knew what he had to do. “The battle itself,” he 
repeated, “was easy.” 

It was many years after that talk before I 
encountered books by military historians picking 
up on this painstaking preparation.

The former Patricia never said that at Vimy he first 
began feeling that he was a Canadian, something 
that in recent years has been suggested as being a 
common feeling at the time. Nor did I ask him. This 
was not anything we were taught when I was going 
through school, nor while I was in Canada’s military 
college system from 1950 to 1966. Undoubtedly 

some troops may have felt that way. British 
immigrants who had previously thought of Canada 
as a kind of adjunct to the mother country. Or 
Canadians who, until Vimy, had identified primarily 
with their province. But I have never seen anything 
to suggest that this was a widespread attitude 
throughout the Canadian Corps, and I suspect it is 
a latter day formulation that somehow resonates in 
the present day.

The three badges worn by the 49th Battalion in the 
First World War all bore the word CANADA, and 

one or more maple leaves. The second design also 
contained another national symbol, the beaver.

 

Any Canadianizing of attitude amongst our 
First World War troops began from the moment 
recruits signed their attestation paper. They began 
encountering an intensified emphasis in their lives 
on the fact that they were Canadian. The first time 
these men put on military uniforms, their tunic 
buttons read CANADA in block capitals and bore 
the maple leaf. Their shoulder badges consisted 
of a brass or cloth badge with the word CANADA. 
Their cap badge was likely not in the basic shape of 
a maple leaf, and even when it wasn’t, it frequently 
incorporated that floral symbol in some manner 
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on the badge. Field formations had the troops in 
a Canadian Brigade within a Canadian Division 
forming part of the Canadian Corps.
For most soldiers it would be the first time in their 
lives that they encountered large numbers of other 
young men from different parts of the country. 
The exigencies of war meant that many soldiers 
were shifted between units. Even if a soldier went 
through the war with one unit, with a particular 
local or regional association, inevitably on leave and 
in the lines he encountered something not seen at 
home—many, many others from different parts of 
Canada. 

Certainly, Vimy Ridge brought a justifiable sense 
of pride in those who had won the battle. At the 
Museum I have seen abundant evidence of that 
pride. But the men who took Vimy Ridge already 
knew who they were and where they were from. 
Canucks. From Canada.

Taken from one of The Loyal Edmonton Regiment 
Museum’s ‘Last 100 Days’ storyboard.

Forty-Niner, 1940, Issue No. 30, Page 37.
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Boys’ Trip to Vimy Ridge 
Written By and Photos Supplied By: Vic Scheuerman

The members involved in the visit to Vimy Ridge 
in 2015 were the same group of regimental 
characters that were involved in the 7,000 km 
Italian Campaign tour of 2013: Jack Bowen, Mike 
Rarog, Bernie Robitaille, and me. We had all joined 
the Eddies in the 70s, and have known each other 
for close to 40 years. During our first tour of 2013, 
a daily routine became well established where we 
would meet at breakfast and Jack would go over the 
actions planned for that day, including the critical 
time when we would meet at the start line.

For some strange reason, Bernie’s watch always 
seems to be slow, as I really don’t recall us ever 
leaving on time. Jack and I were the designated 
drivers, normally swapping back and forth with 
driving and navigating. Mike supplied required 
relief, normally after Jack and I accused each 
other of getting lost, again. Bernie was the tour 
scribe, recording the day’s activities and taking 
photographs. He worked daily on his laptop in the 
back of the car and would email the updates out at 
the end of the day to folks on our mailing list.

With the established routine working well while 
we were in Italy, it went right out the window for 
the 2015 Northern Europe tour. Mike had left early 
to attend the 20th Anniversary reunion of Feed the 
Children in Central Bosnia, which he had worked 
for. One day during the reunion, Mike played a 
game of soccer and managed to tear his left knee 
MCL. When he rejoined us in Amsterdam, he 
was on crutches and would be for the entire trip, 
leaving me as the designated driver and Jack as the 
designated navigator with no back-up.

It was truly a beautiful day for our Vimy Ridge visit. 
There are few, if any, more stunning monuments in

that part of the world. Dominating the ridge 
line and visible for miles the monument is an 
appropriate salute to both the fallen soldiers of a 
young nation and their stunning success where 
others had failed.

However, while driving to the monument, the bliss 
and wonder of the moment were broken somewhat 
with the now all too well-known comment from our 
GPS; “You are going the wrong . . .” JACK!

Regardless of the slight detour, U-turn, and horn 
honking, we arrived at the top parking lot of the 
memorial. Following the protocol established 
in Italy, Mike’s camp flag was used in a group 
photograph. This was done at every point of 
interest in our tours, usually with the location 
name visible in the photo or, as at Vimy, a signature 
structure. The area that the memorial occupies is 
fairly large and allows for a pleasant walk about 
on the prepared pathways. Needless to say, we 
were not the only ones on the grounds that day; 
the monument attracts more nationalities than 
Canadian.

Left to right: Mike Rarog, Jack Bowen, Bernie 
Robitaille, and author in front of the Vimy Ridge 

Memorial with the camp flag.
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Having viewed the main structure, we travelled 
to the lower level to see the tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier. While walking along, one could not help 
but notice some Scots dressed in their regimental 
blazers, and with Jack hailing from Nova Scotia 
(New Scotland), they were soon engaged in 
conversation. One loud Scot confirmed his 
Commonwealth sense of humour, when he told Jack 
that they could not be related (Jack’s legitimate 
ancestors and the Scot were from the same area), 
as Jack was nowhere near as handsome as the Scot 
was! We had a pleasant conversation and a group 
photo with them that included our flag. Final words 
had them offering some locations we should visit, 
and if we ever made it to Scotland to drop by so we 
could buy them a drink.

Mike showing Jack where they are on the 
memorial—yes, Jack was lost again!

Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.

Left to right: Author, Mike Rarog, Loud Scot, not so 
loud Scot, and Jack Bowen. 

As we strolled through the well-maintained 
grounds, I offered a short dissertation on factoids 
of the battle, as was the norm for all of our tours. 
Part way through the delivery, and not for the first 
time, everyone’s eyes got that glazed look and, like 
before, the questions about what we were looking 
at would drop right off. It was almost as if they had 
heard enough. 

The tour of the grounds took a few hours, and we 
decided our next visit was to the preserved trench 
system that included the bunkers on the allied 
side. This visit was free, but you had to register for 
a guided tour. Interestingly enough, the security 
guards for the site, as well as the guides, were 
from Canada. After touring the bunkers, the guides 
changed, and we were under the care of a student 
from Calgary! Comments and jests were quickly 
made on the poor quality of the sports teams from 
Calgary, not to mention the well-documented 
rampant inbreeding. We were actually her first tour, 
and part of that informative tour was an overview 
of the Canadians involved and their ages. As she 
was going through her presentation, she became 
quite emotional as her age was not much different 
from some of the soldiers that had fallen on these 
very grounds. In some ways, it was the most 
poignant moment of this most rewarding day.
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Student guide from Calgary pointing out one of the 
machine gun positions.

With the tour over and a, “Well done,” to our 
Calgary guide, we went back to our car for the next 
leg of our two-week adventure. The day was still 
in its full glory yet after leaving we were reminded 
that some things never change. “You are going the 
wrong way . . .” JACK!   

Vimy 2016

During the 2015 tour, we had the pleasure of 
meeting wartime ‘Eddie’ Ken Froland, one of two 
battalion signallers. This meeting happened during 
the 70th Anniversary of the Liberation of Holland 
celebration in the quaint village of Hoevelaken, 
Netherlands. Ken was a yearly regular there for 
the past decade, supporting the Walter Strang 
Memorial as told by Ralph Playdon in the 2016 
issue of the Forty-Niner.

Ken is a local celebrity and seems to know most 
people in the village, thanks to an amazing memory 
(he was 92 then). When we arrived on the scene, 
the Toronto Scottish Regiment had been looking 
after Ken since his arrival, as the contingent that 
was supposed to come from The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment (L EDMN R) did not show. Under Jack’s 
unobtrusive approach, we quickly corrected 
the situation and ‘our’ Ken was now part of the 
improvised, but present regimental contingent. 

Walter Strang Memorial, Hoevelaken,Netherlands. 
Left to right: RSM, Toronto Scottish Regiment; 
Captain, Dutch Army; Piper, Toronto Scottish; 

Captain, Dutch Army; Jack Bowen; Honorary Colonel, 
Toronto Scottish; CO, Toronto Scottish; 

and Bernie Robitaille.
The celebration lasted the entire day (and well into 
the night, according to those that could remember 
it), with the ever darkening sky approaching from 
Germany being the only concern. Miraculously, 
heaven did not relieve itself until the unveiling of 
the memorial and the speeches had concluded.

Liberation Torch park, Hoevelaken. Jack Bowen, Ken 
Froland, and locals.
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Information plaque for the Liberation Torch.

During the rest of our stay at Hoevelaken, we took 
Ken on some road trips that included Apeldoorn 
(battle honour), Airborne Museum ‘Hartenstein’ 
in Arnhem, and the Nijmegen Bridge. During our 
last lunch together, Ken made the comment that he 
wished he was 80 again so he could travel with us; 
be careful what you wish for, Ken!

On return to Canada, Jack kept up his 
correspondence with Ken, and also visited Ken at 
his home in California on a few occasions during 
the year. This led to Jack and me returning to 
Hoevelaken in April of 2016 to join Ken in the 
Walter Strang memorial services and then taking 
him on his road trip.

During our group tours of Europe, we often 
wondered if the vets from the two world wars had 
much interest in visiting each other’s battle sites 
and memorial locations. Asking Ken about this, 
even though he had been to Europe ten times to 
visit Holland, he had never visited any of the sites 
from the First World War. This tour would change 
that, with Vimy Ridge being the first place visited.

Though Ken, at 93, had a razor sharp mind, the 
years were slowly catching up with him to the 
point that we had to add a folding wheelchair to the 
vehicle inventory. Another change for Ken was his 
cap badge. I had noted in 2015 that he was wearing

our current badge and not the Second World War 
version he would have worn. The night before the 
Vimy Ridge visit, Jack and I presented him with a 
proper badge, and he was most appreciative.

Arriving early at Vimy 
Ridge the next day, the 
second order of business 
(after unfolding Ken’s 
wheelchair) was clearly 
marking it as L EDMN R 
property by adding one of 
the mini camp flags from 
the 100th Year Celebration. 
With the chair properly 
attired, and Ken proudly 
wearing his proper cap 
badge, it was off to tour the 
site. 

Our third order of business 
was to get a group 
photograph with Mike’s 
camp flag and the spectacular towers of the Vimy 
Ridge Memorial in the background. We were lucky 
to find a few folks who were willing to help us 
out before our complete tour of the grounds was 
carried out. Ken attracted a fair share of attention, 
and he always took the time to talk to the groups or 
individuals; fully answering all of their questions.

With the tour of the monument complete, it was off 
to the preserved trench system. As the next year 
(2017) was the 100th anniversary of the battle, 
there were parking restrictions as some major 
upgrading was occurring, and the security presence 
was high. Compared to our last visit, the security 
and guides were not Canadian. Ken and Jack were 
dropped off at the entry point, and after parking 
the car at the temporary parking lot, I rejoined 
the group. Due to Ken’s mobility issue, we did not 
visit the underground portion, so it was off to the 
trenches.

Jack Bowen and Ken 
Froland with the L 

EDMN R wheelchair 
at the start of the day 

at the Vimy Ridge 
Memorial.
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Ken Froland and Jack Bowen in front of the 
information plate at Vimy Ridge.

Ken quickly noted how close the two trench 
systems were to each other. In some spots, one 
could throw a grenade into the opponent’s trench 
and, of course, the Hun had the high ground—some 
things never change! With the tour over, I left to 
retrieve the car and was to meet them at the entry 
point. Parking at the front, I was quickly told to 
move—at least that’s what I thought the French 
guard was saying. I simply pointed to Ken, who 
was slowly making his way toward us, and said 
“Veteran.” A smile and nod from the guard said it 
all. 

In short order, we were loaded into the car and off 
toward the coast, but within an hour, “You are going 
the wrong way . . .” JACK!  

Ken Froland in the preserved trenches.

Forty-Niner, 1938, Issue No. 26, Page 36.
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A Regimental Runner 
A Fabulous Athlete on the Regiment’s Roll of Honour

Written By and Photos Supplied By: Maj (Retd) David Haas

From To The 49th Runners
July 1939, The Fortyniner.

“When wires are broken and pigeons won’t fly,
When shrapnel and whiz-bangs are bursting on 

high.
When hell’s on the earth and earth’s in the sky;
Who are the boys who will get through or die?

The Runners”

Contributed by Jas. P. Cheyne
49th Battalion C-Company Runner in the First 

World War
who said he had these verse for years,
but did not know where he got them.

Source unknown

Alex Decoteau (pronounced Alec Dakota) was only 
a few weeks short of his 30th birthday when an 
enemy bullet cut him down with the 49th Battalion 
at Passchendaele on October 30, 1917, during the 
bloodiest 24 hour period in The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment’s history. 

Historian Barbara Tuchman points out that the 
ongoing impact of the First World War includes 
the effect of cutting short so many lives that would 
have been operative in later times. Alex Decoteau 
was surely one of those men. A fabulous track 
runner who competed in the 1912 Olympic Games 
in Stockholm, and Canada’s first Indigenous police 
officer, he could have returned from the war to 
contribute further to the community and influence 
its development by his participation.

Decoteau was born on the Red Pheasant Reserve 
in Saskatchewan in 1887. His education was 
initially in the reserve school, then at the Battleford 
Industrial School where he became active in a 
variety of sports. After farming for a while, he 
moved to Edmonton in 1908, where he lived with 
his sister and brother-in-law while working as a 
blacksmith. 

Alex began competing in foot racing in 1909, 
quickly becoming a regular winner. In 1912, he 
was the only Alberta athlete on Team Canada at the 
Stockholm Olympics, though a leg cramp held him 
to a sixth place finish in the 5,000 metre event.

Edmonton Police in 
period uniforms in 
2002 at the second 

Alex Decoteau Run in 
Edmonton’s Rundle Park.
Photo Credit: David Haas

Alex Decoteau in 202nd Battalion 
uniform.
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Decoteau joined the Edmonton Police Department 
in 1911, becoming one of the department’s first 
motorcycle officers—in which capacity he was 
on duty as part of the escort for dignitaries at the 
opening of the High Level Bridge in 1913. He was 
promoted to sergeant in 1914 and placed in charge 
of No. 4 Police Station at 102 Ave. and 121 St. 

Alex Decoteau joined the 202nd Battalion in 
Edmonton on April 24, 
1916. After nearly two 
months of training there, 
the unit moved to Camp 
Sarcee in Calgary to 
continue training. While 
at Sarcee, the 202nd 
participated in a track and 
field meet against other 
units, winning two track 
competitions. Although 
no record has been found 
of the participants, it 
seems likely that Decoteau 
formed part of the team. 

After returning to 
Edmonton at the end of October, the 202nd left for 
overseas on 17 November 17, arriving in England 
twelve days’ later. There it suffered the fate of most 
of the reinforcing battalions that were sent over 
at this stage of the war—broken up, its personnel 
dispatched across the English Channel and 
dispersed amongst various units of the Canadian 
Corps. 

While awaiting this disposition, military training 
continued in England; it is noted that at one point, 
Decoteau was in the 202nd’s Intelligence Section. 
Stories of his athletic prowess are also found in this 
period. He entered a competition thinking it was 
a footrace, only to learn the competition was on 
bicycle. He hastily borrowed a machine and won.

Alex Decoteau in 202nd 
Battalion sports strip 
outside a bell tent at 

Camp Sarcee, Calgary.

On another occasion, he won a footrace in front of 
King George V, and when the proper trophy could 
not be found, the King presented Decoteau with the 
King’s own pocket watch as a trophy.

On May 27, 1917, Alex was transferred to the 49th 
Battalion, on the continent, at the front. With his 
new unit, he was employed as a military runner, 
carrying messages by hand between commanders 
and staffs—a hazardous task in the extreme while 
on the battlefield. He was also able to keep up 
the other kind of running—the 49th’s War Diary 
contains a record of him winning a one mile race, 
and being on the winning four mile team at a 
Brigade Track and Field meet on August 11, 1917; 
just over two and a half months before he died. The 
King’s pocket watch was said to have been taken by 
the German sniper who killed Decoteau on October 
30, only to be recovered a few days later by his 
Regimental comrades. That account seems dubious, 
but whatever the circumstances, the watch was 
sent to his family. 

No. 231462, Private Alexander Decoteau, 49th 
Battalion, is buried in the Passchendaele New 
British Cemetery in Belgium. About 2,100 soldiers 
are buried there, almost all of them, like Alex, from 
fighting in the autumn of 1917. Three-quarters of 
the dead are unidentified; Alex’s grave is known. 
His name is preserved on The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment Roll of Honour.

Alex Decoteau’s grave 
in the Passchendaele 

New British Cemetery in 
Belgium.

Photo Credit: Jim 
Hodgson
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He was never forgotten by his family. His memory 
in the community began to be revived gradually 
in the Edmonton area in 1966 when Edmonton 
Police Officer, Sam Donaghey, found a news 
clipping about Alex. Donaghey’s further research 
was instrumental in Alex being inducted into the 
Edmonton Sports Hall of Fame in 1967, and the 
Alberta Sports Hall of Fame in 2001. The Edmonton 
Police Service came to feature him in their museum 
as well. The local Indigenous community began 
an annual foot race in 2001 named after him, and 
in 2007, a street was named Decoteau Way in the 
Village at Griesbach land project at the former 
Griesbach Barracks military site. This year, a park 
will officially be named after this remarkable man 
in downtown Edmonton. 

Playwright Charlotte Cameron 
wrote Running: The Alex 
Decoteau Story, which featured 
at the Edmonton

Cover of the Fictive 
Press 2014 edition of 
Charlotte Cameron’s 

play.
Photo Credit: Fictive 

Press

Playwright Charlotte 
Cameron with Alex 

Decoteau’s relatives 
Izola Mottershead and 

Donna Decoteau at 
Village at Griesbach in 
2007 for the naming 

ceremony of Decoteau 
Way.

Photo Credit: Tom
 Cameron

International Fringe Theatre Festival in 2001. At 
Charlotte’s suggestion, in 2003, the Regimental 
Museum set up a special display on Alex that 
remained in place for a number of years. Her play 
was revived in 2004 for production as part of the 
Edmonton’s 100th anniversary celebrations, with a 
further performance on Remembrance Day at Alex 
Taylor School. The play was published in book form 
in 2014, with historical information about Alex.

The Regimental Museum display cabinet 
about Alex Decoteau put up in 2003.

Part of a large tour visiting the Alex Decoteau 
display in 2003. Two school children are watching 

the guide (off picture to the left) describing the 
display; three others are more interested in the 

display itself. Reports received soon after from the 
children showed they had been extremely attentive 

and retained much of what they had seen and heard.
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I Died in Hell... They Called it Passchendaele1

Written By and Photos By: Catherine Saffran

I began volunteering at 
The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment Museum 
by chance. I’ve been a 
volunteer at The Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment 
Museum for six months, 
and when I first visited 
I immediately felt 
welcomed by the staff 
and volunteers. They 
gave me a tour of the 
artifacts in the basement, 

and I could not contain myself. I grew up in a 
military environment, so many of the artifacts were 
familiar to me, regardless of their period. After 
talking to Kathleen, she agreed to take me on as one 
of her volunteers. Fast forward a few months later 
and Tom, the Wednesday Duty Officer, heard that I 
was leaving for a battlefield tour in a couple of days, 
and encouraged me to compose an article about my 
experience at Passchendaele. 

Hosted by the Canadian Battlefields Foundation, 
I, along with a group of eleven other university 
students visited the battlefields, cemeteries, and 
museums associated with the First and Second 
World Wars. We visited sites like Vimy Ridge, 
with its giant white marble monument, and the 
Brooding Soldier to commemorate the Battle of 
Ypres. We also visited the battlefield and cemetery 
of Passchendaele, a battle often overlooked by the 
bigger events in history. 

Author’s Note: References for this article are as follows,  1. Siegfried Sassoon, “Memorial Tablet,” The Winter 
of the World, ed. Dominic Hibberd and John Onions (London, Great Britain: Constable, 2008), 260. 2. Nigel 
Cave, Passchendaele: The Fight for the Village (Yorkshire, Great Britain: Pen & Sword Military, 2016), 79.

At the battle of Passchendaele, many regiments 
fought as part of the Canadian Expeditionary 
Force, but it was the men from the 49th Battalion 
that impacted me the most. These men gave the 
ultimate sacrifice for a war that is still contested 
by historians. While Passchendaele is celebrating 
its 100th anniversary, much like Vimy, it does not 
receive nearly as much attention. When I visited 
the battlefield, all I could imagine was Canadian 
soldiers—the men of the 49th Battalion—running 
up the hill towards the Germans. Mud stuck to the 
men while the scent of death and gun fire lingered 
in the air. There is little trace of the struggles that 
soldiers had to face during that time. All that is 
visible now is the rolling hills of the countryside, 
the cemetery where they now rest, and a cube 
of stone to mark the battle. Unlike Vimy, the 
only way to remember Passchendaele is through 
the Commonwealth cemetery and the cube that 
commemorates the sacrifice of the Canadians.

Nigel Cave, in his book Passchendaele, describes 
the struggle of the 49th Battalion. They “. . . were 
unable to make much further headway having 
suffered considerably from machine-gun fire 
from the Meetcheele pill-box . . . they were quite 
dependent on 7 Brigade Machine Gun Company to 
help them retain the position.”  The reality of the 
First World War was cruel. There was no heroic 
charge, but rather men stuck in trenches waiting to 
attack or be attacked. In the case of Passchendaele, 
the Canadians succeeded in taking their objective, 
but at a great cost. 
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What I remember most about the present 
battlefield was how great the sacrifice was for 
the Canadian Expeditionary Force, and how little 
this site is actually visited. The Commonwealth 
Cemetery was stunning: the sun was shining, 
purple flowers were blooming, the peace and 
beauty of the scenery was a contradiction to the 
destruction that occurred 100 years ago. These 
men died in the name of the British Empire and are 
remembered that way. Their Canadian headstones 
are simple, with only the rank, name, regiment, 
and date of death. Occasionally an inscription lies 
at the bottom of the headstone, but there is little 
more to it than the symbolic maple leaf at the top. 
These headstones stretch across the graveyard, 
and they all look the same. The only way for the 
men who died during the First World War to 
stand out is by how we remember them. For me, I 
placed a Canadian flag on all of the 49th Battalion 
graves that I could find. Those men fought and 
died for everything that I have now, and there is 
only so much I can do. So, I sat at their graves and 
remembered them and everything they had done in 
their lives.

Continued from page 42, Quartet performs...

“Having a military presence at the conference 
was important. The North American Saxophone 
Alliance is a representation of the saxophone in all 
of its forms and genres. Having the 3rd Canadian 
Division Saxophone Quartet participate helped 
show one of these genres and demonstrated a 
viable career option, both full- and part-time, to 
students and recent graduates, alike.”

The members of the 3rd Canadian Division 
Saxophone Quartet would like to thank and 
acknowledge the support that they received from 
their home units that made this collaboration 
possible. For more information about music in the 
Canadian Armed Forces and music careers please 
visit the Directorate of History and Heritage – 
Music website: www.cmp-cmp.forces.gc.ca/dhh.

Continued from page 20, Regimental Bursary...

It is imperative the information required is legible. 
Complete the form and include:

•  Two colour passport photographs, 
measuring 2” x 2”.

Once the office receives your application, 
processing time is approximately three to six 
months (including delivery time).

Mail your application to:
Record of Service Card
NDI 75 Director Military Careers Administration
4 National Defense Headquarters
MGen. George R. Pearkes Building,

101 Colonel by Drive, Ottawa, ON K1A 0K2

Forty-Niner, 1918, Issue No. 4, Page 13.
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Forty-Niner, 1937, Issue No. 25, Page 8.
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Forty-Niner, 1937, Issue No. 25, Page 9.
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Forty-Niner, 1937, Issue No. 25, Page 10.
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Ortona/Aquino 2016
Written By and Photos By: Brian H. Plowman

I was seven and entering Cubs in 1958 when I 
realised my dad had fought in the Second World 
War. He seldom spoke of it but answered my 
questions politely and without fuss. I always knew 
he had a huge scar that covered his upper left chest 
and elbow, and began to piece together its origin. I 
also became familiar with the places he had fought 
in—Ortona, Monte Cassino, Aquino—all just names 
to a little boy. In September of 2016, my wife Anne 
and I traced Dad’s footsteps to those places where 
in 1943-1944, Dad and The 49th were subjected 
to great tragedy and horror. What we discovered, 
outside of the history books, is how much the 
people of Italy love and respect the 49th, The Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment (L EDMN R), and I can’t tell 
you how proud I felt as a Canadian. 

Dad began speaking about the war more often 
when I took him for his inaugural visit to the 
Regimental Museum in 1999. The staff was 
welcoming and very accommodating as they gave 
him a private tour behind the scenes. I took the 
opportunity to touch base with the staff of the 
Museum, and a few years later they provided 
crucial travel information for my trip overseas. 
From that date, the Regiment began to stay in 
touch with Dad. We could see great affection, both 
ways, when we were privileged to attend the 2015 
Regimental Dinner.

A few years ago, the Museum staff gave me a link 
to military maps and Regimental records, which 
allowed me to trace Dad’s actions in Italy. With the 
help of Google Earth, we made some astonishing 
discoveries. 

I had waited a lifetime to visit the street named 
Corso Vittorio Emanule II in Ortona, Italy.

On the street rests a 
bustling and family 
friendly mall, and the 
balmy September night 
had beckoned diners and 
tourists alike; a stark 
contrast to what was 
here almost 74 years 
ago. At that time, 80% of 
Ortona’s buildings had 
been destroyed as the 
1st Canadian Division, 
including the L EDMN 
R, clawed and fought 

their way up this very street against German 
paratroopers. My father, Bert, was there. 

As my wife and I sat dining in the very street in 
which Dad had lost some buddies, and had suffered 
a trauma that lives with him today, I admit the 
pangs of guilt were heavy. The laughter of a passing 
family eating gelato eased that burden when I 
realized that Dad would be very pleased to see the 
prosperity and happiness here in Ortona, despite 
such tragic loss in December 1943.

While ordering a meal in Corso Emmanuelle, 
the proprietor asked me what had brought us to 
Ortona, and I briefly explained the reason to her, 
becoming a bit emotional. She too became teary, 
placed a hand on my arm and said, “Grazie to 
your papa. We lost so much together.” She then 
explained that as a ten-year-old, her mother-
in-law lived in the building across the mall just 
before the liberation by the Loyal Edmonton. Her 
grandmother still lives and remembers “I Canadesi” 
today.

Corso Vittorio 
Emanuele II
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The Battle Museum holds an important place in 
this city of 24,000; it is well staffed and though 
a language barrier exists another tangible 
quality exudes—their love and appreciation of 
Canadians. We introduced ourselves and detailed 
Dad’s participation in the war in our practiced 
Italian. The enthusiastic and grateful response 
was repeated everywhere we went, “Canadesi? 
Canadesi? Tuo Padre here in 1943? Grazi, grazi, 
grazi.” We were proud, profoundly sad, and grateful 
all at the same time. 

A visit to the Moro River Canadian Military 
Cemetery provided another surprise. Amongst the 

beautifully 
tended graves, 
we met an 
American 
military 
historian 
and his wife. 
She was the 
retired curator 
of American 

Military Graves. I asked what had brought them 
to a Canadian site. He looked me in the eye and 
said, with a quaver in his voice, “Canadians were 
never given credit for what they achieved here in 
Italy, and we wanted to come and pay our respects. 
And another thing,” he said, “you give a message 
to your Dad and the regiment from us. Thank you 
for what you did and what you are doing.” Message 
delivered.

My most emotional experience came unexpectedly 
as we stumbled into the Piazza Plebiscito and 
spotted the Price of Peace monument. It is a 
bronze, life-sized sculpture of a mortally wounded 
Canadian soldier being comforted by his buddy. 
Fresh red flowers adorned the monument. Just 
across the Piazza, on a modern apartment balcony, 
the Italian and Canadian flags flew side-by-side 
keeping guard over this sacred Canadian place.

We were about to leave, heading west to visit 
Monte Cassino and Aquino—the latter where Dad 
was seriously wounded), but Ortona wasn’t ready 
to farewell to, “I Canadesi” just yet. On our doorstep 
the next morning was a crate of grapes given in 
thanks by Rosa, our host in the Olive Grove Villa. 
“Grazi,” she said. “My husband’s grandparents lived 
in this very villa during the liberation. They can still 
remember the tanks that came this way to avoid 
‘The Gully’.” I cannot describe the closeness we felt 
together as we hugged goodbye. 

Our travels led us to the rebuilt Benedictine Abbey 
that sits atop Monte Cassino. An impressive sight, 
it lay in ruin when the L EDMN R skirted around 
it in May of 1944. The Regiment was a part of the 
fourth and final battle for Cassino. Dad remembers 
following a Benedictine monk, as he led my father 
around the Abby on a secret trail. Today, below the 
Abbey and in the town, international flags still fly in 
thanks. 

On the road again I felt an apprehension about 
the next leg of our pilgrimage. Aquino is a village 
beside Hwy A1/E45 and sits on what was the 
eastern end of The Hitler Line. It was here on May 
23, 1944, that the Canadian First Infantry Division 
pushed through the German defences toward 
Rome, but at a terrible cost. Dad was seriously 
wounded here, and most of his platoon was lost. 
He never returned to visit this site, but I was 
determined to do so. As we discovered, very few, if 
any, had visited either.

We stopped an hour away from Aquino at a 
roadside bistro. Military maps and Regimental War 
Diaries provided by the L EDMN R Museum covered 
our table. Ten years of research was represented 
here, but we still did not know how to access this 
small valley that was a few kilometres long and 
200m wide. Google Earth provided some clues, 
but there was no evident access to the battlefield 
(though there was a farmhouse close by). 
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The battlefield was in 
a farmer’s crop, as it 
was in 1944. Adding to 
the difficulty were two 
swiftly running deep 
banked creeks, which 
stood between us and 
the ground where 

A-Company had been pinned down by mortar and 
sniper fire. So close, but yet so far. 

Using Google Earth, Anne was able to plot our route 
towards the yard of the 18th century dilapidated 
farmhouse. We went for a preliminary scout, and 
Anne discovered the break we had been looking 
for: a concrete trail built into the hill, which switch 
backed its way down to the field. We had found 
the farmer’s access road under cover of the trees, 
which was invisible to Google Earth! As we stood 
in silence overlooking the valley, two small culvert 
bridges came into view. We had found the access to 
the battleground. 

Before leaving our home in Perth, Australia, my 
good friend, Ivan from Pisa, Italy, had translated 
a letter of introduction in Italian for me. Given 
the strict laws about treasure hunting in Italy, 
the authorities and farmers are very wary of 
interlopers, so he convinced me to carry this 
wherever we went. I carried a file of maps and his 
letter in my backpack just in case. As we reached 
the valley floor, a rattling noise behind me caused 
us to turn. An elderly man was walking his bicycle 
straight for us and on an obvious mission. Ivan was 
about to be proven right. 

I introduced myself in practiced Italian and told 
him the story of my Dad, and our mission to find 
the place he cheated death. He began to nod and 
speak Italian and thankfully, Anne took over. 
Through gesticulating, nodding and laughing, she 
showed him the letter and the maps. He read it 
slowly, replying softly in Italian, “Si, si, si . . .” What

happened next will live with us forever. Translated, 
he said, “My grandfather owned the farm then. I 
own it now. I was seven years old and was here 
the day of the battle!” We were speechless. We 
had bumped into one of the few surviving people, 
other than Dad, who was present on or near this 
battleground on May 23, 1944. I explored that 
ground in the afternoon and the next day, finding 
the occasional evidence of rusting equipment. We 
were certain that we had found the area where Dad 
had taken serious shrapnel wounds in the chest. 
Given his memory of the Western ridge where 
snipers and mortars were located, and the military 
maps we studied, we knew we must be close to the 
spot. Somehow, a feeling of peace came over me, 
and it wasn’t as important to find the exact spot 
anymore. 

The peace of the hills, the corn and wheat crops, 
and the silence belied the horror that the L EDMN R 
suffered that day. I settled, videoed a prayer for the 
boys lost, and their families. Exhausted, we headed 
back to our villa in Roccasecca. A lifelong dream 
of mine had been realized. I had stood on a spot, 
which had defined our family’s history; at long last, 
a member of my father’s family had been there to 
give thanks.

Father and Son, Herbert Plowman (left) and 
Brian Plowman (right).
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Continued from page 55, Vimy Centennial...

This event will ensure that the learnings of 
Vimy will be perpetuated from one generation 
to the next. As the history of Edmonton’s own 
49th Battalion noted in its title —A City Goes to 
War—it is also an entire city that remembers and 
commemorates.”

On 3 May 2017 at Jefferson Armoury on Regimental 
parade, Vimy 100 Chairperson Carolyn Patton with 

Board Member Dr. Adriana Davies, presents the 
Mayor’s Proclamation to the CO on behalf of the 

Regiment. The Mayor’s Proclamation of Vimy Day 
is for recognition of going far above and beyond 

expectations to make the City Hall event the 
tremendous success that it was.

Continued from Page 60, Liaison Council Award...

An example of this would be to have a local 
representative and a representative from the 
corporate headquarters. If a nomination is made 
on behalf of a group of Reservists, the group will 
be asked to select one representative to attend the 
ceremony.

For more information, please visit http://www.
forces..gc.ca/en/business-reservist-support/
awards-nominate-employer.page

Last Post

Countess 
Mountbatten of 

Burma 
Editor’s Note: The following article, which is  
verbatim to its new source, was previously published 
on the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry 
website, https://ppcli.com/the-regiment/colonel-
in-chief/past-colonel-chief/countess-mountbatten-
burma/. Lady Patricia passed away on June 13, 2017.

Lady Patricia was born in 
London, England on 14 
February 1924, the daughter 
of Lord Louis Mountbatten 
and Edwina Ashley and the 
elder sister of Lady Pamela 
Hicks. She is a third cousin 
to Queen Elizabeth II, first 
cousin to Prince Philip, Duke 
of Edinburgh, and Godmother 
to Prince Charles, Prince 

of Wales. On 26 October 1946, she married John 
Knatchbull, 7th Baron Brabourne, who at the 
time was an officer in the Coldstream Guards. 
They had 8 children. Lady Patricia became the 
second Colonel-in-Chief of Princess Patricia’s 
Canadian Light Infantry on 15 June 1974. She 
succeeded her cousin, the Lady Patricia Ramsay, 
formerly HRH Princess Patricia of Connaught, for 
whom the Regiment was named in 1914. Like her 
predecessor, she immediately developed a strong 
affection for the Regiment and a genuine interest 
in the welfare of all Patricia soldiers and their 
families. In return, the members of her Regiment 
greatly admired her elegance and embraced 
her down-to-earth approach and great sense of 
humour. She is revered and will continue to be so 
within the Regiment. 

Lady Patricia was educated in Malta, New York
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and England. In 1943, at age 19, she joined the 
Women’sRoyal Naval Service as a Signal Rating 
and served in Combined Operations in the UK 
and then Supreme Allied Headquarters, South 
East Asia. It was during this time, she met Lord 
Brabourne, an aide to Lord Mountbatten. In 1973 
she was appointed Deputy Lieutenant for the 
County of Kent and also served as a magistrate. She 
is active in numerous organizations, among them: 
a Patron to the SOS Children’s Villages UK, a Dame 
of the Order of St. John, Patron to the Countess 
Mountbatten’s Own Legion of Frontiersmen of 
the Commonwealth, and an active supporter of 
the Lions International Blood Research Appeal 
(LIBRA). She has maintained a deep interest in the 
King’s College Hospital and in health matters, and 
is a strong supporter of the Child Bereavement 
Charity. On 27 August 1979 Lady Mountbatten’s 
father, Lord Louis, Earl Mountbatten of Burma, 
was assassinated by a bomb planted on his yacht 
by the Irish Republican Army. Also killed were 
Lady Mountbatten’s son Nicholas, her mother-in-
law and a 15 year old farm boy, by the name of 
Paul Maxwell. After the death of her father, Lady 
Mountbatten succeeded to his titles and is now 
the Countess Mountbatten of Burma, CBE, MSC, 
CD, JP, DL. However, to the Officers and Men of her 
Regiment, she prefers to be addressed as Lady 
Patricia. 

Lady Patricia relinquished her appointment 
as Colonel-in-Chief of the PPCLI at a formal 
ceremony in Edmonton, Alberta on Saturday 17 
March 2007. She was succeeded by The Right 
Honourable Adrienne Clarkson. Lady Patricia’s 33 
years of service to the Regiment and Canada was 
formally recognized by Her Excellency Governor 
General Michaëlle Jean on 28 August 2007 when 
she was awarded the Meritorious Service Cross. 
Lady Patricia continued her relationship with the 
Regiment as the Honourary Patron of the PPCLI 
Association, an appointment she assumed at a 
ceremony in Calgary at the end of August 2007.

RIP, Sir. 

HCol. (Ret’d.) Sandy 
MacTaggart

Editor’s Note: The following obituary, which is  
verbatim to its new source, was previously published 

in the Edmonton Journal, and listed on the Legacy 
website, http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/

edmontonjournal/obituary.aspx?pid=185995476

Sandy Auld Mactaggart March 
11, 1928 - July 3, 2017. Born 
Glasgow, Scotland March 11, 
1928. Died Islay, Scotland, July 3, 
2017.

Son of Sir John Mactaggart, 2nd 
Baronet of King’s Park, Glasgow, 
husband of Cécile Erickson 

Mactaggart for 57 years, father of Mara, Fiona and 
Alastair, grandfather to seven grandchildren. 

Evacuated to Canada at the beginning of World 
War II at the age of 11, he attended Lakefield 
College School in Ontario and acquired Canadian 
citizenship before subsequently attending, Harvard 
College (1950) and Harvard Business School 
(1952). 

At business school he met his lifelong business 
partner and great friend, Jean de La Bruyère: 
following graduation, the two moved to Edmonton, 
Alberta and founded Maclab Enterprises.

Maclab went on to become a leading land developer 
in the 1950s to early 1980s, building housing 
and commercial properties from Medicine Hat 
to Yellowknife and from British Columbia to 
Saskatchewan. 
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Sandy was a force for civic good in his adopted 
hometown, serving as a founding trustee for the 
Citadel Theatre, Tempo School, the Boys and Girls 
Club, the Edmonton Art Gallery, and as a supporter 
of countless other endeavors. 

An enthusiastic adventurer, he served as a pilot in 
the Royal Canadian Naval Air Service Reserve, and 
remained a flying enthusiast his entire life. He also 
piloted hot air balloons, auto raced in the Can Am 
circuit, and was an accomplished sailor. 

Between 1975 and 1977, he suspended business 
activities to fulfill a lifelong dream of taking his 
family sailing to remote destinations in the South 
Pacific, where Sandy was as happy as he had ever 
been. 

On his return, greeted by the severe recession 
gripping Alberta in the early 1980s, Sandy ceased 
new real estate development and devoted his life 
to higher education. He served on the boards of 
the University of Alberta, the American University 
of Beirut, and as a vice president of the Harvard 
Alumni Association. In 1990 he was appointed 
Chancellor of the University of Alberta, and 
following his term there was appointed interim 
Chair of the Board of Governors. 

Sandy and his wife Cécile shared a lifelong 
fascination with and were avid collectors of 
Chinese Imperial art. In 2005 they donated part of 
their collection to the University of Alberta, thereby 
enabling the University to found the University 
of Alberta China Institute. He also donated the 
Mactaggart Nature Sanctuary, a 257-acre parcel 
within the city of Edmonton, to the University of 
Alberta and the City of Edmonton.

He was appointed an Officer of the Order of Canada 
in 1997, and a member of the Alberta Order of 
Excellence in 1998. In later years he served as 
Honorary Colonel of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment, 
a position he enjoyed greatly.

Many and impressive as these honors and 
accomplishments are, the best parts of Sandy 
Mactaggart were his kind soul and humble nature. 
He always felt he stood on the shoulders of his 
ancestors, and never took sole credit for his 
successes, ascribing much of them to luck of birth 
and luck at being in the right place at the right time. 
He believed in giving back to the communities he 
lived in, and in the importance of always doing the 
right thing. 

He was a profoundly decent and generous man.
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Ken Froland

Editor’s Note: The following article was written by Theo Zuurman, Chairman of the Walter Strang 
Foundation in Hoevelaken, Netherlands. This article was made public, on Facebook, and is verbatim. For 

more information on the Walter Strang Foundation, please visit, 
http://www.walterstrangfoundation.org/en/index.html  

IN MEMORIAM: KENNETH FROLAND (94)
Sept. 29, 1922, Walawala – Washington
May 22, 2017, Los Angeles – California

May 28, 2017, Wilshire Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ).

My name is Theo Zuurman and I’m the chairman 
of the Walter Strang Foundation from Hoevelaken/

Holland.

Today, we have come together to pay our respects 
and say our last goodbyes to Ken Froland. Monday 
last, my son Jeroen and I arrived in Los Angeles 
from the Netherlands to visit Ken a few hours 
before he passed away in peace. And bring him 
greetings from Hoevelaken, our small home town 
back in Holland with around 10,000 inhabitants. 
Ken would have never heard of our village, and we 
would have never known Ken, but for the worst 
calamity that can befall peoples and nations: war. 
For – as you probably all know - Ken was a soldier 
in World War Two, fighting his way from Italy to the

the Netherlands with the Royal Edmonton 
Regiment of the Canadian Army. One of his 
comrades and friends in that long struggle was 
another Canadian soldier whose name was 
Walter Strang. It was Walter who was killed just 
a few weeks before the end of the war during the 
liberation of our village from German occupation. 
Ken was with him on that day. When we started 
investigating the history and background of the 
fallen soldier whose name we honoured every year 
but never knew much about, our search brought us 
into contact with Ken. This was perhaps one of the 
most beautiful and meaningful encounters I have 
ever had in my life. 

Very quickly, Ken became a very important and 
very welcome guest to our community. After he 
had learned of our efforts to bring back to life the 
memory of Walter Strang he decided he wanted to 
be part of his friend’s commemoration. Our local 
Foundation named after Walter Strang had set up 
an annual event on or around the 19th of April 
– the day Walter fell – telling the school children 
of our town the story of this hero, and the many 
heroes like him, who liberated Holland. Every 
April Ken came to Hoevelaken, several times with 
his sister Inez at his side, and in 2016 even on his 
own when Inez could no longer join him on the 
long journey. He would speak to the children about 
his experiences of the war – he did not like war - , 
and about his friendship with Walter, which he 
valued highly. His stories captivated the children’s 
imagination. After his talk he would happily and 
patiently answer the many, many questions his 
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talk had provoked in the children’s minds. They 
loved him, that hero who was also this kind and 
grandfatherly man. And he loved them too.

Thanks to Ken, not only have we learned a lot about 
the history of our village in those days in 1945, we 
have also met a man who could make that history 
meaningful to our youngsters and their elders. 
After only a few visits, everybody in Hoevelaken 
knew who Ken was. He was welcome everywhere, 
and treated with the respect he so deserved. It was 
a joy for us to see how he enjoyed being able to 
tell people about his experiences in the war, how 
he enjoyed the sincere interest our village showed 
in his stories. He more than once said that had he 
been younger, he would have gladly moved over 
to come and live in our village. He would have 
been more than welcome. Of course, a permanent 
move was too much to hope for, but to show our 
appreciation of him we made Ken honorary citizen 
of Hoevelaken in 2015. 

Every bit a gentleman, Ken insisted each year on 
inviting the small committee of the foundation 
to dinner the night before he was due to fly back 
home. He would be dressed in his uniform, make 
us chose whatever dish caught our fancy, and order 
us wonderful wines. Those dinners were very 
special to us, and it always felt like the last one had 
only been recently, rather than a year away. That is 
how normal and natural it always felt to have Ken 
around us. 

We also accompanied Ken every year to the 
Canadian War Cemetery at Groesbeek, where he 
would pay his respects to Walter, who is buried 
there. Ken would bring flowers, bring the soldier’s 
salute, touch the tombstone and be alone for a 
short while with his memories. His loyalty was 
unshakeable; his dedication unquestionable.

This year, for the first time in the last ten, Ken could 
not make it to our commemoration. His health 
was not good enough to allow him to travel that 
far. Although we always knew that one day the 
trip would be too much for him, we missed him 
this April. His presence had always felt so natural. 
We showed the children a video of his speech, 
something we will do every year from now on. War, 
the misery of war, had cost Walter his life. War, the 
unfortunate necessity of war, had restored to our 
village the freedom and decency that had been lost 
under occupation. The aftermath of war, long after 
the horror had ended, gave us the joy of getting 
to know Ken – a man who lived the freedom and 
decency he had fought to bring back to our land. 
Like his friend Walter Strang, Ken Froland is no 
longer with us. However, both friends will be part 
of Hoevelaken forever.

Rest In Peace Friend Ken Froland.
The Walter Strang Foundation: Text Maarten Doude 
van Troostwijk.
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Last Post

Gordon Seymour Lewis

It is with sadness that the family of 
Gordon Lewis, wish to announce 
his peaceful passing on October 14, 

2016 at the Campbell River General Hospital. Like 
many young men and women of the time Gordon 
was drawn into the Second World War. Gordon 
joined the Loyal Edmonton Regiment and was soon 
shipped overseas in 1939. He celebrated his 18th 
birthday in England. At the end of the war, 1945, 
Gordon returned to Canada settling in Westlock, 
Alberta where he worked for McCabe Grain & Seed 
Company. Gordon would marry the love of his life, 
Betty Jane Blacklock in 1949. They had a great life 
together, first living in Westlock, and then moving 
to Athabasca where Gordon became a funeral 
director. In 1967 they moved to Campbell River 
where they owned the Seaside Motel for many 
years. Upon retiring, Gordon and Betty remained in 
Campbell River. Published through Boyd’s Funeral 
Services Ltd. https://obittree.com/obituary/ca/
british-columbia/campbell-river/boyds-funeral-
services-ltd/gordon-lewis/2727526/

Wilfred Alfred Moreau

Born Sturgeonville, Alberta, on August 6, 1921, 
Wilfred passed away peacefully at home in 
Burnaby, BC, on August 13, 2016. A WW II veteran, 
he served with The 49th, The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment in Britain and Italy. No service by request. 
Please remember Wilf in whatever way he touched 
your life. Donations to Canuck Place Children’s 
Hospice welcomed. “In our hearts the gentle winds 
of memory ever stir.” Published in Vancouver Sun 
and/or The Province from Sept. 30 to Oct. 1, 2016.

Rudolph Henry Shandera

Passed away at age 90. A Second 
World War veteran, he proudly served 
with The Loyal Edmonton Regiment 
from 1944 - 1946. Rudolph returned 

from service abroad with his war bride Mary 
Ellen (Butler) Shandera of Butlerville, Nfld to the 
family farm in the Handhills. He left the family 
farm to work for CNR for 44 years, retiring in 
1990. Rudolph was born in Hanna and was the last 
surviving child of seven born to Rudolph and Alice 
Jane (Ditchfield) of Handhills, AB. Published in the 
Drumheller Mail newspaper, May 3, 2016,  http://
www.drumhellermail.com/obituaries/28403-
condolences-to-the-family-of-rudolph-henry-
shandera

Fred Wesley

Fred joined The Loyal Edmonton Regiment in May 
1944, serving for four years before being released 
on December 31, 1948. Enlisting in Edmonton at 
The Prince of Wales Armoury, he completed his 
basic military training at Sarcee Camp in Calgary 
before deploying overseas. Rest in peace.




