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The Association President’s Message

Montreal City Council.  Our last Federal election, 
which was very divisive for the veteran community, 
did feature some veterans’ issues. As of this May, 
however, it would seem that the new government 
is going to continue to fight the class action lawsuit 
brought by the Equitas Disabled Soldiers Funding 
Society (Equitas Society) over the New Veterans 
Charter. I will leave it to media reports to continue 
to quantify the ongoing problems in the Royal Ca-
nadian Legion, an organization that has sadly made 
great strides in alienating many current veterans, 
myself included.  

The last fifteen years has seen a marked increase 
of the perception of the profession of arms, but 
much of that support does not run deep.  In being 
a member of an organization such as ours, or an 
interested reader of military themed publications, I 
would hope that any opportunity is taken to remind 
people of our history and of our obligations as well. 
Who knows, maybe the problems I’ve mentioned 
above will be resolved in the interval between my 
submitting this article to Eileen and its run at the 
printers! 

In closing, I would encourage all to form their own 
opinions.  An excellent starting point is the Equitas 
Society’s website, www.equitassociety.ca.

Brendan Yuill, President
The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Association

Yet again I would like to 
welcome everyone to 
another edition of the 
Forty-Niner.  As always, 
I would like to thank 
all who contributed to 
this issue. I would also 
like to recognize the 
efforts of our editor, 
Eileen Brettner, for her 
patience when dealing 
with a certain President 

of the Regimental Association’s approach to meet-
ing deadlines.

I am also glad that our organization is going very 
strong.  Our main day-to-day interaction with the 
serving soldiers is through our kit shop with its 
manager, Ron Dmetruk, and his volunteers who do 
an excellent job.  I am also indebted to the other 
members of our Executive Committee, many of 
whom I know from my own service, and I am glad 
to continue my work with them.    

With this edition, we are now in the second century 
of the existence of this publication. It began as a 
regimental journal, evolved into a trench newslet-
ter during the First World War, and with the inter-
war period it took on its current role as the journal 
of the Regiment. 

I am heartened with the recent coverage of the cen-
tennial of the Battle of the Somme, that our history 
is returning to public discourse.  I’m sure this will 
continue as other anniversaries approach in the 
upcoming months.  I am also glad to see the almost 
universal opposition to the renaming of a Montreal-
area park from Vimy to that of a separatist politi-
cian. Sadly, this revulsion did not extend to the 
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Welcome to the 115 edition of 
the Forty-Niner. As with every 
edition, there are many people 
who have helped drive the call-
outs for articles and photos; this 
year I especially have to thank 
Capt. Rick Dumas, for putting in 
the extra time by making sure I 

have the materials I need. The staff and volunteers 
at the Museum are forever on my radar, and I really 
cannot thank you guys enough for your patience 
and guidance with each edition. Thank you, thank 
you! I’d also like to thank the contributors; I was 
pleased to receive a few emails and letters and 
I’m very excited to include these updates and 
mementos throughout—and on a side note, Mr. 
Quarton, I apologize for missing your calls! One of 
these days we will chat! 

These past three years I’ve had the pleasure of 
creating these historical journals for the Regiment, 
and I’ve enjoyed my time in getting to know 
everyone on a different level: learning more of 
the Regiment’s history, its current events, and 
the people that keep it ticking. I’m glad that the 
Regiment’s history is being recognized by the city 
and surrounding areas, more so throughout the 
years. I encourage everyone to dive into the history 
of which you’re a part of—check out older editions 
of the Forty-Niner (http://www.albertagenealogy-
research.ca/?page_id=19) and watch out for 
publications like ‘I Remember’, released by the 
Regimental Museum, and the upcoming Association 
publication, ‘Quarrel with the Foe: Edmonton’s 
Soldiers 1914-1918’ written by Association 
member, Ian Edwards.

Editorial

With that being said, next year’s edition 116 will be 
my last as editor of the Forty-Niner. If any reader 
is interested in taking up this position, don’t be 
shy, it’s well worth it! Please contact the Museum 
at 780-421-9943, or message me directly through 
Facebook. 

As always, wishing you all the best, 

Eileen Brettner

P.S. As you will see throughout this edition, 
various photographs are credited to ‘Unknown’, 
much like our cover photo of MCpl. Lee Morry. 
If any Association member or reader know of 
the mysterious photographer, please contact the 
Regimental Museum so we can give due credit for 
these amazing photos!
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We promoted Maj. Tarzwell, Capt. Pascoe, and 
Lt. Fillatre in the field this year. Congratulations 
to each of you and indeed, to all of this year’s 
promotions.

The Regiment continued to lead the brigade in 
almost all aspects of reserve service. We continue 
to have the largest unit by far, and often provide 
instructors and staff for courses.  We ran a BMQ (L) 
course in Yellowknife this year. It was the first time 
the Army Reserve has ever run a recruit course 
North of 60 since the days of the Yukon Regiment.
The unit had a number of very successful 
ceremonial events that included the presentation 
and display of Pte. Cecil Kinross’s Victoria Cross 
(VC) at Edmonton’s City Hall last fall. We also 
took the initiative and rededicated his grave in 
Lougheed, Alberta with a proper VC headstone. 

I’m also happy to welcome two new subalterns to 
the Regiment, 2Lt. Kang and 2Lt. Rogozinsky, and 
to congratulate newly commissioned 2Lt. Benke.  
They all have a lot of hard training to get through 
this summer and the next. 

This next year will be my last year as CO. And 
this means that this will be my last column in 
the Forty-Niner as CO.  I look forward to reading 
this magazine cover-to-cover each year.  It does 
a fantastic job of connecting our history to our 
current unit.  It tells our stories, shares our jokes, 
and marks significant milestones.

I joined the L Edmn R as an officer cadet in 1988 
and cannot imagine being in another regiment.  
Being CO is without a doubt one of the best jobs 
in the army, and I am particularly fortunate to 
command a unit with so much talent.  My pride 
runs deep.

Words from our Commanding Officer
Written by: LCol. Kevin Weidlich, CD

In August 2015, The 
Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment (L Edmn 
R) deployed to 
Wainwright for 
Exercise Grizzly 
Defender. This was 
our annual summer 
training camp for 
the entire brigade.  
The Regiment had a 
record turnout, and 
soldiers from all ranks 
really stepped up and 
participated in some 

very worthwhile training. We established Task 
Force Grizzly (TF Grizzly), and I had the honour 
of not only commanding it, but I received the sage 
advice from RSM Deegan as the Task Force RSM.  TF 
Grizzly consisted of subunits from all of the units 
in the brigade, including 41 CER, SALH, 20 RCA, 41 
Svc Bn, 41 Sigs, and a UMS by 41 Field Amb.  It was 
a great opportunity for all ranks to re-learn many 
skills that have atrophied over the years, especially 
in a task force setting. For example, 41 Svc Bn 
operated a field kitchen for the first time in many 
years.

Our infantry company consisted of a platoon from 
the L Edmn R, Calgary Highlanders, and a unit from 
the Washington US Army National Guard.  Led by 
the capable Maj. Fawcett and (then) Capt. Tarzwell 
as 2ic, along with CSM Denney, I knew the troops 
were in good hands. The troops benefited from 
many coy level fighting patrols and deliberate 
attacks, which in turn exercised the other combat 
arms as well as the service support trades, ensuring 
F echelon was always able to fight.
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Soldier’s Christmas Dinner Presentations
Photos by: Grant Cree

Written by: Capt. Rick Dumas, Adj. 

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment is famous for its role in liberating Ortona over the Christmas of 1943. 
This was the Regiment’s 100th Soldier’s Christmas Dinner, which makes it more dynamic on account of 
remembering our gallant forefathers. 

As per tradition, the annual dinner is the perfect 
occasion to make presentations and issue 

promotions. LCol. Weidlich presents a Commanding 
Officer’s Commendation to Cpl. Jacquard for a second 

consecutive year.

The banner found on the Regimental Piper’s 
bagpipes is a poignant symbol and reminder that 

encompasses the impressive founding and service of 
the 49th Battalion through elements of its badge. As 

seen in the photo, Piper Cpl. Johnston (now MCpl.) 
pipes in the Regiment, allowing the festivities to 

begin.

LCol. Weidlich presents a Commanding Officer’s 
Commendation to Cpl. Marshall.

LCol. Weidlich and RSM Deegan promote 
MCpl. Bacon.
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LCol. Weidlich and RSM Deegan promote five soldiers 
to the rank of corporal. Pictured from left to right 

are: CO; Pte.s Bury, Nault, Schell, Wilton, Dion; and 
the RSM.

The RSM and CO rebadge five proven new-comers 
to The L Edmn R. Pictured from left to right are: the 
RSM; Cpl.s Eckert, Semple, Mohamed, Ainsley; Sgt. 

Blais; and the CO.

Cpl. Semple is awarded the Top Bandsman Award of 
the year by CWO Rutherford and the CO.

Cpl. Benke is presented with the Top Shot Award by 
HLCol. Stanton. Cpl. Benke would be commissioned 

later on in the training year.  

Cpl. Nilsson is presented with the Top Soldier Award 
by HCol. Erker.

MCpl. Morry is presented with the Top Junior NCO 
Award by the CO.
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Sgt. Bell is presented with the Top Sergeant Award by 
the DCO, Maj. McCully.

Capt. Wright gifts the Regiment with a new award, 
the Spirit of the LER Award, presented to a Loyal 
Eddie that epitomizes the warrior spirit through 

deployment on a tactical exercise or operation, no 
fewer than four times within the same training year.

The first presentation of the Spirit of the LER Award goes to our Canadian Patrol 
Competition team (story on page 43). All members were extremely devoted as seen 

by their several weeks of preparation, their stamina, and their know-how during 
the conduct of the excruciatingly tough competition (which several teams fail to 

complete). They succeeded and then some. Pictured from left to right are: Cpl.s Ross, 
Benke, and Bacon; Second World War Veteran, Maurice White; MCpl.s Morry and 

Schulli; and Cpl.s Bain and Nilsson.
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Given the high tempo of training throughout the 
year, an opportunity finally presented itself for 

mugging-in new members into the Warrant Officers’ 
and Sergeants’ Mess. Pictured from left to right: the 
RSM; Sgt.s Blais, Bugden - the Regimental Orderly 

Room Chief Clerk, Alden - a platoon commander; and 
Sgt. Pantel - PMC.

The Regimental Drum Line, an iconic symbol of 
our many customs and traditions, often act as 

ambassadors while thrilling many audiences. Here, 
they are performing at the dinner. Pictured from 

left to right are: Cpl. Castel (a qualified Infantryman 
as well); WO Rubin; Cpl.s Shaw, King, Stone, and 

Vandoremalen. 

A much younger version of the CO imparts words 
of wisdom before dismissing the troops, as the 

Adjutant hangs onto his every word. Selection of the 
younger version of the CO, on the occasion of the 

dinner, goes to the Regiment’s youngest soldier; in 
this case Pte. McGrath. The only spirits he consumed 
during the course of the dinner was the power of the 
podium and pips and crowns—both intoxicating and 

exhilarating.
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C Coy’s Awards and Promotions
Photos by: Cpl. Phinney

Written by: Maj. Tarzwell

Pte. Gosse is badged into the Regiment. Left to right 
are: Maj. Tarzwell, Pte. Gosse, and MWO Neatby - 

CSM.

Sgt. Porter receives his CD from Maj. Tarzwell.

The CO promotes Maj. Tarzwell to his new rank. Left 
to right are: RSM Deegan, Maj. Tarzwell, and CO.

CO promotes Lt. Filitre to his new rank.
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Maj. Tarzwell promotes Cpl. Lovell to his new rank. Capt. Finnamore receives the third bar to his CD at   
C Coy’s Christmas Dinner.

May 2015 - Cpl. Kinsman receives a VCDS Coin for 
outstanding fitness and performance. Photo: Maj. 

Tarzwell.

August 2015 – Cpl. Wrigglesworth receives the 
Comd 41 CBG Coin from Col. Conrad for the Top Shot 
during the 41 Brigade Training Event in Wainwright. 

Photo: Maj. Tarzwell.
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Awards, Citations, Appointments, and

Promotions

Promotion List for 2015

Capt. Papuschak
Capt. Pascoe

Lt. Rippon
2Lt. Benke
MWO Bird

WO Hockett
WO Rubin
WO Tam

Sgt. Parry
MCpl. Bacon

MCpl. Melville
Cpl. Bain
Cpl. Belec
Cpl. Bury

Cpl. Choma
Cpl. Dion

Cpl. Johnston
Cpl. Nault
Cpl. Robb
Cpl. Schell
Cpl. Wilton
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Remembrance Day at City Hall
Photo By: Grant Cree

Written By: Capt. Richard Dumas, ADJ

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment co-hosted and 
participated in the Remembrance Day Service 

at Edmonton City Hall. More than 2,000 people 
assembled for observance, which began on the main 
floor and would later finish at the outdoor cenotaph. 
Dignitaries included the Mayor as well as other City, 

Provincial, and Federal politicians and officials.

Band Remembrance Day Photos

Photos By: Cpl. Debbie Hockett

Lest We Forget. Remembrance Day, 2015.
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Photo of Capt. Jack Bowen (ret.-d.), WW2 Veteran 
Ken Froland, and WO Vic Scheuerman (ret.-d.) 
at Menin Gate, Ypres, Belgium prior to the Last 
Post Ceremony. Mr. Froland read out the Act of 

Remembrance before we laid a wreath on behalf of 
the 49th Battalion. Photographer: Unknown.

Remembrance Day in Puerto Vallarta
Written By and Photos By: Fred Rolland

Wreath at Menin Gate
Written By: Capt. Jack Bowen (Ret.-d.)

When finding yourself in Mexico on 
Remembrance Day, how do you pay 
homage to your country’s veterans?
Simple. Attend a ceremony, hosted 
by the American Legion, in the 
main square of Puerto Vallarta. I 
was surprised to read that there 
would be this type of ceremony, 
and I was expecting and hoping 

to see at least 20 to 30 people. What a surprise 
when over 200 people (Canadian, American, and of 
course, Mexican) were standing in the main square, 
ready for the ceremony. There was even a small 
wreath brought in from Canada, and those not 
familiar with the poppy questioned its importance, 
and were in awe of seeing such a beautiful 
representation of this red, vibrant flower.

To say that this had special meaning is an 
understatement, especially when I was 3,722 km 
away from home on Remembrance Day. It was such 
a joy to hear our national anthem, and to see a 
small, Canadian wreath laid at the foot of our flag, 
which was saluted in honour of our veterans. 
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The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Honoured at 
City Hall

Photo By: Grant Cree

Written By: Capt. Rick Dumas, ADJ

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment (L Edmn R) was 
officially recognized at a protocol ceremony at the 
Edmonton City Council Chambers, 15 December 
2015. This ceremony recognizes the achievements 
of citizens or groups that best represent the 
city. In this case, Mayor Don Iveson was keen to 
acknowledge the centennial of the 49th Battalion, 
Canadian Expeditionary Force (currently known 
as The Loyal Edmonton Regiment). The Richard 
Eaton singers were also in attendance for suitable 
recognition and performed Christmas songs for the 
event. 

The Mayor spoke of MGen. William Griesbach’s role 
in establishing the Regiment, which was formed 
as the 49th Battalion in January 1915. He also 
discussed how MGen. Griesbach was a member 
of Edmonton’s inaugural council and at age 29, 
was the youngest mayor in this city’s history. “On 
January 4, 1915, he began recruiting for his newly 
formed 49th battalion,” stated Mayor Iveson. “He 
gained 1,000 men in eight days, a remarkable 
accomplishment since the population at the time 
was approximately 13,000 people.” The Mayor 
also added that by the 21 January 1915, the 49th 
Battalion had reached its full strength and deployed 
to London, England on 3 June. After many kind and 
poignant words, Mayor Iveson introduced several 
members of the Regiment who were in attendance. 
He then presented the Commanding Officer and 
Regimental Sergeant Major with a gift from the 
Edmonton Salutes Committee, commemorating 
the Regiment’s 100th Anniversary of Service. That 
segment of the protocol concluded with a group 
photo in front of the Council Chambers flags.

Seated left to right are: Second World War Veterans 
Bert Plowman and Sandy McLaren, MM. Middle 

row from left to right are: Honorary Colonels John 
Stanton and Dennis Erker, RSM Brougham Deegan, 

Mayor Iveson, CO LCol. Kevin Weidlich, Adjutant 
Capt. Rick Dumas. Back row from left to right are: 
Mr. Marv Neumann, Canada Lands Corporation; 
Councillor Dave Loken; MCpl. Morry, Cpl.s Benke, 

Nilsson, and Semple; LCol. (Ret.-d.) Lee Ahlstrom; Cpl. 
Brettner; and Second World War veteran Maurice 
White (also having served with the First Special 

Service Force, the famous Devil’s Brigade).
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The Edmonton gift is 
made of crystal and 
wood, and features 
iconic Regimental 
symbols worn on 
the cap badge: the 
Belgian windmill 
with the number 
49; Lestock, the 
Regimental mascot 
coyote (named 
after a town in 
Saskatchewan where 
he was presented to 
the 49th Battalion 
while enroute 

overseas); and the pyramid at Edmonton City Hall. 
The gift weighs approximately 20 pounds, and was 
produced by the same company that makes trophies 
for the Juno awards.

The 49th Battalion served as part of the 3rd 
Canadian Division and saw action at Ypres, the 
Somme, Vimy, Passchendaele, and Amiens amongst 
other major battles. The Battalion, throughout 
the war, earned two Victoria Crosses, 34 Military 
Crosses, 174 Military Medals, and was awarded 
16 Battle Honours. During The Great War, 4,050 
men served with the 49th Battalion in France and 
Belgium. The Battalion lost 977 all ranks with 
2,282 sustaining one or more wounds. Following 
the war, the 49th was re-designated as The 
Edmonton Regiment.

At the outbreak of the Second World War in 1939, 
the Edmonton Regiment was again called upon to 
go to war. The First Battalion, Edmonton Regiment, 
deployed to England while the Second Battalion, 
Edmonton Regiment, remained in Canada. By July 
1943, the Edmonton Regiment landed in Sicily and 
fought their way to Italy’s mainland and onwards. 
The famous Battle of Ortona was but one of the 
Regiment’s battle honours of this campaign.

During the Italian campaign, the Edmonton 
Regiment was re-designated as The Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment in recognition of their alliance 
to the British regiment, The Loyal Regiment. In 
addition to action in Italy, the Regiment served in 
North-West Europe in 1945. During this war, 334 
soldiers of The Loyal Edmonton Regiment laid 
down their lives in sacrifice for our country.

During the Cold War, the Regiment supplied 
two companies to the 27th Infantry Brigade in 
Germany from 1951 to 1953. The Regiment has 
sent members to numerous peacekeeping missions 
including Cyprus, Eritrea, Khartoum, Darfur, South 
Sudan, Abyei, and Sierra Leone.

In 2006, the L Edmn R formed a platoon for a half 
year of active service in Afghanistan. Many others 
augmented Regular Force Regiments while on 
operations in South-West Asia. Three soldiers of 
the L Edmn R lost their lives during the Afghanistan 
war.
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New Victoria Cross Grave Marker
Photo By: Grant Cree

Written By: Capt. Rick Dumas, ADJ.

Editor’s Note: Parts of this article have been previously published. Please refer to The Free Library. S.v. A treasure for 
all Canadians: Pte Cecil Kinross’ Victoria Cross on display in Edmonton.” for further details.

Cecil John Kinross was born on the 17 February 
1896 at Dew’s Farm, Uxbridge, in the south of 
England. At the age of 16, he moved to Lougheed, 
Alberta with his family. Within two and a half years 
of his arrival, he volunteered for service with the 
49th Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary Force, 
currently known as The Loyal Edmonton Regiment. 

Passchendaele, in percentage terms, was the 
costliest battle the 49th Battalion ever fought; it 
lost three quarters of its strength within a few 
hours on the morning of 30 October 1917. By the 
time the 49th was pulled out that evening, only 
145 of the nearly 600 soldiers remained standing, 
and it was here that Pte. Kinross was awarded his 
Victoria Cross (VC) at the age of 19. Shortly after 
the attack was launched, his company came under 
intense artillery fire. Further advance was held up 
by very severe fire from an enemy machine gun.  
Kinross, making a careful survey of the situation, 
divested himself of all his equipment—save his 
rifle and bandolier—and, regardless of his personal 
safety, advanced alone over the open ground in 
broad daylight. He charged the enemy machine gun, 
killing the crew of six, and seized and destroyed the 
gun. His superb example and courage enabled his 
company a further advance of 300 yards, securing 
a highly important position. Kinross was seriously 
wounded and did not return to front-line duties. He 
was discharged on 17 February 1919. 

In 1951, a 2,640m mountain in Jasper National 
Park was named Mount Kinross in his honour; 
24 kilometers NW of Jasper, Alberta. He died in 
Lougheed, Alberta on 21 June 1957 at 59 years of 

age, and was buried with full military honours at 
the Lougheed Memorial Cemetery. On 4 November 
1957, the Royal Canadian Legion branch in 
Lougheed changed its name to the C.J. Kinross V.C. 
Branch.

During its centennial year, The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment conducted a grave marker rededication 
ceremony to honour Pte. Kinross, VC at the 
Lougheed Memorial Cemetery, 24 October 2015. 
He was not buried with an appropriate VC grave 
marker. Ergo the Regiment procured one from 
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission. 
Local politicians, representatives from the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission, Veterans 
Affairs Canada, members of the Royal Canadian 
Legion, and local residents were in attendance, in 
addition to members of the Kinross Family from 
across Canada and the U.S. The ceremony included 
the traditional stacking of the Regimental Drums, 
the draping of its Colours, and the unveiling of the 
new VC grave marker while accentuated by firing 
rifle volleys.

Mr. Nephew John Kinross Kennedy is the first to pay 
his respects as the Drum Maj., Colour Party, Bugler, 

Piper, and Firing Party look on from the background.
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A Treasure for all Canadians
Photo By: Grant Cree

Written By: Capt. Rick Dumas, ADJ.

Editor’s Note: Parts of this article have been previously published. Please refer to The Free Library. S.v. A treasure for 
all Canadians: Pte Cecil Kinross’ Victoria Cross on display in Edmonton.” for further details.

Mayor Don Iveson and Mr. John Kinross Kennedy, 
nephew to Cecil Kinross,VC unveil the medals group. 
On the left is Mr. David Kennedy, son to Mr. Kinross 

Kennedy, and Mrs. Dianne Cook, niece to Cecil 
Kinross. To the right is Capt. Rick Dumas - Master of 
Ceremony and Adjutant of The L Edmn R, and Mrs. 
Kate Corbould - City Military and Protocol Liaison.                            

At Edmonton City Hall, 
Private Cecil J. Kinross’ 
Victoria Cross (VC) 
and medals group was 
presented to the City 
of Edmonton, in the 
presence of Mayor Don 
Iveson, the Kinross 
Family, and The Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment on 
9 November 2015—“100 
Years After the 49th 
Battalion Stood Too”.

The VC was introduced 
on 29 January 1856 by Queen Victoria. This cross is 
the highest military decoration awarded for valour 
“in the face of the enemy” to members of the armed 
forces of the British Commonwealth countries. 
The bronze for the Pte. Kinross’s VC has come 
from a captured Chinese-made cannon used by the 
Russians at Sebastopol during the Crimean War. 
Pte. Kinross is one of only seven Albertans to have 
ever earned the VC (out of 99 Canadians).

Many thanks to the Kinross family for their 
graciousness and devotion to Albertans for the
loan of this display. Pte. Kinross’s VC and medal 
group remains at City Hall for all to enjoy.

Forty-Niner, Issue No. 6, 
Page 6.
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France Honours Canadian Veterans
Written By and Photo By: Grant Cree

Nine veterans of the Second World War were 
presented with the French Legion of Honour 
medal during a ceremony on 8 February in the 
Alberta Legislature Building Rotunda. The event 
was hosted by Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, 
Robert Wanner, who urged everyone to remember 
the veterans and their achievements. 

More than 100 family members and guests 
assembled to witness their loved one receive the 
top honour from France. After speeches by MLA 
Sarah Hoffman and two other elected officials, the 
Speaker introduced Jean-Christophe Fleury, the 
French Consul General.

“Your accomplishments during the Second World 
War marked a vibrant reminder of the profound 
history and friendship between France and 
Canada,” said Fleury to the veterans. “We will 
never forget the acts of bravery accomplished by 
Canadian soldiers to help end the war, and restore 
our country.”

During his speech, Fleury explained the Legion 
d’Honneur is the highest decoration that France 
can bestow, and is the equivalent to the Order of 
Canada.

As Fleury presented medals to the nine recipients, 
he read aloud a brief biography of each veteran, 
and the audience erupted in loud applause.

Frank Carlson, an Aboriginal veteran who served 
with the Lake Superior Scottish Regiment during 
the war, reflected on being awarded the Legion 
d’Honneur. “This means a lot to me, but I sure hope 
the rest of my regiment and other Canadians could 
have been around to get a medal,” said Carlson. 

“But that isn’t possible, of course.”

Another veteran was Manuel Sharko. As a door 
gunner in a Halifax bomber, he flew 36 combat 
missions over France and Germany during the 
war. “I didn’t expect anything like this, especially a 
French medal,” said Sharko. 

During the Second World War, Maurice White 
served with the First Special Service Force, 
commonly known as the Devil’s Brigade. “I am 
overjoyed, this is pretty awesome,” said White. “It’s 
really overwhelming because it’s quite a surprise. 
I still feel that I’m thanking you on behalf of all the 
veterans, we lost a lot of good men.”

French Consul General Jean-Christophe 
Fleury (left) shakes hands with Second 

World War veteran Maurice White (right) 
after presenting him with the Legion 

d’Honneur medal during a ceremony on 8 
February at the Alberta Legislature.
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2015 Annual Historical Report

OVERVIEW 

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment (L Edmn R) (UIC 
5122) has had an intensive training year.  The 
unit had a total strength of 221 all ranks. RHQ, 
Admin Coy, A Coy, B Coy, and Band remain at Brig. 
James Curry Jefferson Armoury, which is located at 
11630-109 Street, Edmonton, AB T5G 3H6. C Coy 
currently parades out of Diamond Plaza Main Floor 
which is located at 5204-50th Avenue, Yellowknife, 
NT, X1A 1E2.

ROLE

L Edmn R’s role continues to generate and sustain 
combat effective infantry soldiers that are focused 
on basic infantry skills. These skills include the 
ability to operate in Winter Warfare conditions in 
order to serve on operations at home and abroad.   

INFANTRY BATTALION - HOME STATION (A AND 
B COY)

January to March Activities

Regular unit training resumed in January. Training 
for this quarter for A Coy focused on winter warfare 
skills.

01 Jan. – New Year’s Levee: Officers and Senior 
NCOs attended the Lt. Governor’s Levee at 
Government House;

07-25 Jan. – Winter Warfare Basic Course: This 
course was run on a class A basis on weekends 
and Wednesday nights during this period;

13-15 Feb. – Ex. Northern Coyote: Members of A 
Coy provided range staff and participants for C 
Coy Exercise;

06-08 Mar. – Coyote Recap; and

20-22 Mar. – Ex. Wolverine Shooter: Members of 
A Coy provided range staff and participants for C 
Coy’s Exercise.

April to August Activities

The Regiment was tasked to provide instructors for 
a Basic Military Qualification (Land) course, while 
A Coy training focussed on live fire.  Specifics are as 
follows:

10 Apr.-07 Jun. - BMQ(L) course: This course 
was run on a class A basis on weekends and 
Wednesday nights during this period;

17-19 Apr. – Ex. Coyote Warrior: Members of A 
Coy conducted a live-fire ambush via airmobile 
insertion. Range targets, including a derelict 
piano and a junior officer`s clipboard were 
successfully destroyed by platoon integral 
weapons as well as C19 Claymore;

14 Jun. – Walk for Valour Place: Unit members 
participated in the second Walk for Valour Place 
fundraiser;

19-21 Jun. – Ex. Coyote Marksman: Members 
of A Coy ran ranges for personal weapons 
tests on the C7 rifle, C9 light machine gun, and 
Remington 870 shotgun. A grenade range was 
also conducted;
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17-26 Jul. – Klondike Days: Members of A Coy 
staffed the small arms display as part of the 
Canadian Forces Comrel effort during this annual 
event; and

15-23 Aug.– Ex. Western Defender.

September to December Activities

Members of A Coy prepared for, and participated 
in, the Canadian Patrol Competition in Wainwright, 
while the unit ran a PCF cycle. A Coy training for 
this period focused on patrolling. 

11-13 Sept. – Ex. Coyote Hammer: A and B Coy 
members conducted a patrolling and navigation 
exercise north of Fort Assiniboine, Alberta.  
Members of the Regiment`s Canadian Patrol 
Competition team also conducted scenario 
training in preparation for the competition;

19-20 Sept. – Cadet Corp: Unit members 
supported a concentration of unit-affiliated cadet 
corps;

03 Oct.-29 Nov. – PCF course: Driver Wheel;

03 Oct.-22 Nov. – PCF course: ATICS operator;

17 Oct. – Annual general meeting and dinner 
for the 49th Battalion, The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment Association. Current and former unit 
members, including five Second World War 
Veterans, participated in these annual functions;

24 Oct. – Kinross Rededication: Unit members 
conducted a rededication of a grave marker 
for the late Pte. Cecil Kinross, VC, in Lougheed, 
Alberta. Pte. Kinross was initially interred under 
a standard Commonwealth war grave marker, 
which was changed to a Victoria Cross marker;

07 Nov. – Senior NCOs Mess Dinner;

11 Nov. – Remembrance Day: Unit members 
participated at City Hall in Edmonton for a

Remembrance Day service and marched to the 
City Hall Cenotaph for the 1100 hrs ceremony;

13-24 Nov. – Canadian Patrol Competition: The 
Canadian Manoeuvre Training Centre ran a 
patrol competition in Wainwright, Alberta. A 
team from A Coy trained during the summer and 
fall period for this competition; 

04 Dec. – Officers’ Mess Dinner;

05 Dec. – Ex. Smoking Guns: Senior NCO and 
Officers pistol and CQB shoot; and

12 Dec. – Soldier’s Christmas Dinner.

INFANTRY BATTALION - YELLOWKNIFE (C COY)

The events and activities, which this subunit 
participated in, were as follows:

27-29 Mar. – Long-John Jamboree; 

29 Mar. – Frost Bite 45 (ski/snowshoe race);

09-10 May – Yellowknife Trade Show;

07 Jun. – March for Valour;

01 Jul. – Canada Day Parade Yellowknife;

19-20 Sept. – Community Showcase;

10 Nov. – Remembrance Day in Behchoko;

11 Nov. - Remembrance Day Parade; 

12-13 Nov. – Power Up workshops; and

19 Dec. – Soldier’s Christmas Dinner.

Training activities other than the weekly scheduled 
training evenings were as follows:

16-25 Jan. – LOSV Operator Course;

13-15 Feb. – Ex. Northern Coyote (Cold Weather 
Survival);
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Feb. - May – Weekend BMQ;

20-22 Mar. – Ex. Wolverine Shooter (Support 
Weapons range);

22-24 May – Ex. Wolverine Breacher (Recce 
Patrolling);

26-28 Jun. – Ex. Mobile Wolverine (mobility ex);

25-26 Sept. – APRV, C7 Range;

16-18 Oct. – ATV Operator Course; and

20-22 Nov. – Ex. Wolverine Cub (Wilderness First 
Aid, BWW).

LOYAL EDMONTON REGIMENTAL BAND

During the past calendar year, the band continued 
its regular cycle of training and rehearsing. Band 
strength started the year at 16; 1 WO retired in 
January, and we had two successful transferees 
from the Ceremonial Guard and HMCS Nonsuch. 
At year end, we had three more transfer-in (being 
processed) and three personnel in the recruiting 
process. The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Band Drum 
Line played a significant role in many engagements 
including the piling of the drums for the Cecil 
Kinross Rededication Ceremony in Lougheed, AB. 
The Full Concert Band performed at several events 
including a concert at the Winspear Centre in 
conjunction with the Royal Canadian Legion and 
the Edmonton Cosmopolitan Music Society. The 
band supported the Kipnes Centre for Veterans 
annual fundraiser event. The Clarinet Ensemble 
continues to succeed with performances at mess 
dinners, receptions, and of note, City Hall for the 
unveiling of the Cecil Kinross Victoria Cross. The 
Stage Band, popular with the band members, 
continues to grow and showed off its talent on 
Remembrance Day, Mess Dinners, and concerts. 
Members of the band have been involved with Cad-

et Music training camps and their QL assessments 
here in Edmonton. Personnel have also supported 
The RCA Band in Edmonton, The CFLTC Music in 
Borden, and the Ceremonial Guard in Ottawa.

Engagements during this past calendar year that 
the band supported are as follows: 

24 Jan. – Edmonton Police Service Robbie Burns 
Dinner, Drum Line, Edmonton;

21 Mar. – 6 Int. Coy Mess Dinner, Full Band, 
Edmonton;

28 Mar. – 41 Signal Regiment Mess Dinner, Full 
Band,  Edmonton;

09 Apr. – 408 Squadron Mess Dinner, Full Band, 
Edmonton;

16 Apr. – 1 CMBG HQ & Sigs MD, Full Band, 
Edmonton; 

18 Apr. – ANZAC Days Charity Dinner, Full Band, 
Edmonton;

23 Apr. –1 CER Mess Dinner, Full Band, 
Edmonton;

26 Apr. – St. George’s Day Parade, Augment KOCR 
Band, Calgary; 

23 May – 15 Fd. Amb. Mess Dinner, Clarinet 
Ensemble, Edmonton; 

28 May – MFRC Yellow Ribbon Gala, Drum Line, 
Edmonton;

14 Jun. – March for Valour Place, Full Band, 
Edmonton;



24 * October 2016

Forty-Niner

09 Aug. – Peacekeepers’ Parade, Augment KOCR 
Band, Calgary;

02 Sept. – 1 Svc. Bn. Reception, Clarinet 
Ensemble, Edmonton;

19 Sept. – Support to Ex. Coyote Cadet, Selected 
Personnel, Edmonton;

02 Oct. – Canadian Progress Club charity event, 
Drum Line, Edmonton;

13 Oct. – Edmonton Eskimos Annual Dinner, 
Drum Line, Edmonton;

24 Oct. – Cecil Kinross Rededication Ceremony, 
Parade Band and Drum Line, Lougheed, AB;

24 Oct. – Cecil Kinross Rededication Ceremony 
Reception, Concert Band, Lougheed, AB;

06 Nov. –  Jefferson Armory, WO and Sgt.s’ Mess 
Dinner, Concert Band, Edmonton;

08 Nov. – Cosmopolitan Music Society “Lest We 
Forget” concert, Full Concert Band;

09 Nov. – Victoria Cross Reveal, Clarinet 
Ensemble, Edmonton;

11 Nov. – Remembrance Day Ceremony, Full 
Parade Band, Edmonton;

11 Nov. – Remembrance Day Reception, Stage 
Band, Edmonton;

26 Nov. – Kipnes Centre for Veterans, Concert 
Band and Drumline, Edmonton; 

27-29 Nov. – Support to Cadet Music Weekend, 
Selected Personnel, Edmonton;

02 Dec. – 3 Cdn. Div. Commander at Home 
Reception, Drum Line, Edmonton;

04 Dec. – Jefferson Officers’ Mess Griesbach 
Dinner, Concert Band, Edmonton; and

12 Dec. - L Edmn R Soldier’s Christmas Dinner, 
Concert Band and Stage Band, Edmonton.

AFFILIATED CADET CORPS

The L Edmn R was affiliated with eight Army Cadet 
Corps in Northern Alberta, Yukon, the Northwest 
Territories, and Nunavut during the subject 
reporting period. Affiliated Cadet Corps are listed 
as follows:

Corps #1809, Edmonton;

Corps #2645, Vermilion;

Corps #2638, Hinton;

Corps #2685, Whitehorse;

Corps #2748, Fort Smith; 

Corps #2850, Grande Prairie;

Corps #2890, Slave Lake; and

Corps #3004 Cambridge Bay.

Cadet Liaison visits were conducted by the 
Regimental Cadet Liaison Officer (CLO), Capt. D. 
Whitebone, to the five Alberta based cadet corps. 
It was not possible to visit the three northern 
corps. On these visits, the evenings were reserved 
so that the CLO could give classes on Regimental 
Customs and Traditions, Regimental History, 
and Leadership/Citizenship. The visit dates and 
corresponding corps are listed below:

03 Mar. – Corps #2645, Vermilion;

17 Mar. – Corps #1809, Edmonton;

01 Apr. – Corps #2850, Grande Prairie;

09 Apr. – Corps #2890, Slave Lake;

21 Apr. – Corps #2645, Vermilion; and

09 Sept. – Corps #2638, Hinton.
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Other cadet activities that were supported by the 
Regiment are:

16-17 Jan. – Edmonton Area Cadet 
Concentration;

09 Sept. – Corps #2638, Hinton, Cadet Recruiting 
Drive; and

03 Nov. – Corps #1809, Edmonton, Rebadging 
Parade.

The Regiment sponsored a weekend for the five 
Alberta based affiliated corps on 18-20 Sept. 
2016.  Only Corps #1809, Edmonton and #2645, 
Vermilion were able to attend. Attendance was 75 
cadets and ten officers. Demonstrations and lessons 
were presented on military kit and equipment 
including personal equipment, vehicles, and 
weapons. Shooting familiarization was conducted 
on the SAT range and also on an indoor pellet rifle 
range. A trip to the Regimental Museum and a 
tour of Jefferson Armoury was conducted for all 
attendees. Each cadet and officer also participated 
in the Canadian Forces FORCE fitness test.

Regimental activities that involved/included the 
Cadet Instructor Cadre (CIC) officers and/or cadets 
were:

• Men’s Christmas Dinner (officers only);

• LGov’s Levee; 

• Officers’ Mess Dinner (officers only); and

• Association dinner and annual meeting.

The following on-going activities were organized 
for all affiliated cadet corps: 

• Affiliated Corps Regimental Shooting 
Competition 2015, won by Corps #3004 
Cambridge Bay with an aggregate score of 
440/500;

• Affiliated Corps Regimental Top Individual 
Shot Award 2015, won by Cdt. Tohalik, #3004 
Cambridge Bay, with a score of 93/100;

• Affiliated Corps Regimental Achievement 
Awards 2015, not awarded; and

• Affiliated Corps Regimental Top Corps Award 
2015, won by #2850 Grande Prairie.

EQUIPMENT AND PROPERTY

The Regiment continued its scheduled maintenance 
cycle throughout the training year, which ensured 
that the unit’s weapons, vehicles, and general 
stores were kept serviceable. 
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Regimental Band’s Year in Review
Photos Taken By: Cpl. Debbie Hocket

6 Int. Mess Dinner Band. Black light Drum Line at the Soldier’s Luncheon in 
December.

Cecil Kinross Ceremony, Lougheed, Alberta. Clarinet Ensemble at Cecil Kinross Dedication, City 
Hall.
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Lest We Forget, L Edmn R Band playing with the 
Cosmopolitan Band.

Lest We Forget, Soloist Cpl. Joseph Semple.

Poppy Day Ceremony, Calgary. Sara Masters getting sworn into the Canadian Army.



28 * October 2016

Forty-Niner

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment

Association Minutes

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 
the 49th Battalion, The Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment, held on 17 October 2015 at 
Jefferson Armoury.

Attendance list was circulated.

President Brendan Yuill opened the meeting at 
1410 hrs.  Acceptance of last year’s Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) minutes was moved by Lem Mun-
dorf, as read and seconded by Jack Bowen. Carried.

The arising business from last year’s minutes is re-
garding paying dues online. Cliff Milley mentioned 
that there will be an extra cost of around $1.50 as a 
service charge per transaction.

Financial Report

Terry Allison reported that the income from last 
spring’s casino is not included in this year’s state-
ment. We gave out $21,500.00 in educational 
bursaries for this year (43 were given out). Three 
donations of $5,000.00 were given to special needs 
groups and the casino payout was $85,000.00.  
Terry moved the acceptance of his report/seconded 
by Ted Howard. Carried.

COs Report

RSM Deegan reported on behalf of LCol. Weidlich. 
Regimental numbers are down, but all units have 
that experience. We are restarting jump tasking 
and we are providing a ceremonial guard in WW1 
uniforms for special events. The Regiment will run 
a summer Basic Military Qualification Course in 
Yellowknife to assist our Northern company. The 
unit will attend the Kinross Victoria Cross grave 

stone dedication in Lougheed this month. The 
Kinross medals will be at City Hall as of 9 Novem-
ber 2015 for viewing. The Remembrance Day cer-
emony will again be held at City Hall. RMS Deegan 
said that it would be nice to have members of the 
Association attend the Remembrance Day parade. 
He also spoke about the Men’s Christmas Dinner 
this December. Walt Marshall moved the accep-
tance of the report/Randy Monkman seconded.  
Carried.

Forty-Niner Report

Wolfgang Brettner reported on behalf of his wife, 
Eileen, who is our editor. Eileen would like more 
articles from current serving members. Wolfgang 
Brettner moved the report/ Ron Dmetruk sec-
onded. Carried. Moved by Ian Edwards/seconded 
by Terry Allison that we thank Eileen for a job well 
done as editor. Carried.

Museum Report

Terry Allison reported, as a Museum representa-
tive, that we held two successful summer camps 
for local kids. Thanks to Ted Howard for taking the 
lead and the rest of the museum staff for planning 
such successful camps. The Museum had a casino 
this summer and raised $85,000.00 to help ful-
fill its needs, and it will be open from 1000 hrs to 
1400 hrs on 11 November. There will be a service 
at 1100 hrs. The Griesbach Gallery will have some 
changes to it as well.  The Museum report was 
moved by Terry/seconded by Lee Ahlstrom. Car-
ried.
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LERAC Report

Tom Reaume reported that LERAC represents the 
whole L Edmn R family and is a long supporter of 
the Regimental Kit Shop and Association. We will 
be correcting the Regimental ties that were/are 
purchased from the Kit Shop. The Camp Harris 
Fund is looked after by LERAC who has invested 
the Camp Funds in 70% low risk investments and 
in 30% high risk investments.  The intent is to live 
off of the interest gained. Ed Bootle is looking after 
the Endowment Fund for us. Jack Bowen moved the 
acceptance of the report/seconded by Roy Sundby. 
Carried.

Kit Shop Report

Ron Dmetruk reported that high tech kit is com-
ing in to the Kit Shop. Statues and key chains, with 
Griesbach’s picture and our cap badge image on 
them are also coming out. He will see about getting 
larger lapel pins, but insists that the Kit Shop have 
a fire sale on old stock. The PPCLI Kit Shop is also 
helping our Kit Shop in the future to keep costs low 
on items sold. Ron Dmetruk moved the acceptance 
of the report/seconded by Jack Bowen. Carried.

Membership Report

Lem Mundorf reported that we have 187 active 
members, and 292 inactive members. Inactive 
members have not contacted the Association to up-
date their contact information. Please update your 
email addresses with the Association. Lem Mundorf 
moved the acceptance of the report/seconded by 
Cliff Milley. Carried.

New Business

The 2016 Annual Dinner tickets have to be pur-
chased two weeks prior to the dinner. Please pur-
chase your dinner tickets by 1 October 2016. Our 
caterers need the final numbers at that time.

RMS Deegan moved that we recognize the efforts of 
our Honorary Colonel Dennis Erker in Valour Place. 
He was the recipient of The Alberta Order of Excel-
lence. The motion was seconded by Ralph Playdon. 
Carried.

Those attending the AGM gave a vote of thanks to 
all of the volunteers in our Association; especially 
the volunteers at our Museum.

Election of Officers: Lee Ahlstrom moved and Jack 
Bowen seconded that we add Chris Chodan and 
Madoc Finch as general board members, and to 
reinstate the existing slate as 2016 board members. 
Carried.

Jack Bowen moved to adjourn the Annual Meeting, 
seconded by Randy Monkman at 1518 hrs. Carried.

Respectfully Submitted,

Lem Mundorf, Secretary
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Sergeant David Barbour 
A First World War member of the Regiment award-
ed the Distinguished Conduct Medal and the Mili-
tary Medal, and who was wounded three times.

Private Cecil Kerr, VC
A First World War winner of the Victoria Cross with 
the Regiment.

Private Cecil John Kinross, VC
A First World War winner of the Victoria Cross with 
the Regiment.

Brigadier James Curry Jefferson 
The Regiment’s commanding officer at the Battle of 
Ortona.

Colonel James Riley Stone 
Stone rose from private to lieutenant colonel and 
commanded the Regiment in the Second World 
War. He won the Military Cross at the Battle of 
Ortona.

Colonel Gordon Armstrong
A Second World War officer who remained with the 
Militia in the Regiment after the war.

Regimental Sergeant Major Ran Bowen 
A Regimental sergeant major who won the Military 
Cross at the Battle of Ortona.

Private William Shaw 
A Second World War veteran who was active after 
the war in the Regimental Association.

Private Roland Castagner
A Second World War veteran who was an active 
supporter of the Regimental Museum after the war.

Regimental

Association Bursary
The Association is awarded funds from the Alberta
Government through the lottery. Part of these funds
are returned to soldiers of the Regiment and the
Association in the form of bursaries for secondary
academic upgrading. This is free money to the
members of the Regiment. In the past, almost 
everyone who has applied has received a cheque 
for $500.00. Read on to learn how you can apply.

Background
A bursary to assist serving soldiers, members of the
Regimental family, and the public with post-
secondary tuition and education costs is available 
from the Association. The bursaries are funded 
bi- yearly in an amount of $500.00 each. Individuals 
who meet the eligibility requirements outlined 
below, and who are chosen by the selection 
committee will receive bursaries. 

Each bursary is named after a veteran of the
Regiment and the names rotate on a periodic basis.
Persons donating money for bursaries may name
their bursary within those constraints. At present
the bursaries are named for:

Major General William Griesbach
The Regiment’s first commanding officer, and 
Edmonton’s most distinguished soldier.

Lieutenant Colonel Leonard Harris
The Regiment’s medical officer during the First
World War, who later commanded the Militia unit
between the First and Second World Wars.

Regimental Sergeant Major Henry Hobbs
The Regiment’s second regimental sergeant major,
who subsequently, as an officer, won the Military
Cross.
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Private Melville McPhee
A Second World War veteran who was an active
supporter of the Regimental Museum after the war.

Lieutenant Colonel Bernard Stanton
The Regiment’s first commanding officer whose 
military service was entirely after the Second 
World War.

Master Corporal Raymond Arndt
A Regimental member killed on-duty in Afghani-
stan in 2006.

Captain John Dougan, MC 
A Second World War officer who passed away and 
was an active supporter of the Regiment.

Lieutenant Alon Johnson
A Second World War officer and scout platoon com-
mander at Ortona.

Sergeant Les Wharton
An active soldier who died unexpectedly in 2005.

Lieutenant Colonel Ed Boyd 
A Second World War officer who remained with the 
Militia in the Regiment after the war.

Eligibility

• Enrolled in full-time attendance at a post-                    
secondary educational institution in Alberta.

• Can be a current member of the Association or 
an immediate family member of an Associa-
tion member (immediate family is limited to 
spouse, sibling, and children). 

• Can be a serving member of The Loyal Ed-
monton Regiment, in which case the applicant 
must have above average attendance on unit 
parade days and exercises and have the rec-
ommendation of the company commander.

• Can be a serving member of a cadet corps af-
filiated with The Loyal Edmonton Regiment, 
in which case the applicant must have above 
average attendance on unit parade days and 
exercises, and have the recommendation of 
the cadet unit commanding officer. 

• No less than one bursary shall be available an-
nually to any member of the public notwith-
standing that they are not a member of the 
Association, or an immediate family member 
of an Association member, or a serving mem-
ber of The Loyal Edmonton Regiment.

Selection and Application Procedure

The Association Executive will appoint three mem-
bers of the Association to form the Selection Com-
mittee. They represent the three major groups 
within the Association, namely:

• World War II veterans;
• Post-World War II members of the unit; and
• Current unit serving members.

For Regimental applicants, selection will be made 
based on:

• Attendance;
• Reliability and loyalty; 
• Conduct and deportment;
• Application questionnaire;
• Financial need; and
• Academic record and program.

For other applicants, selection will be made based 
on:

• Application questionnaire;
• Financial need;
• Academic record and program; and
• Letter of reference.

All applicants must apply for the Bursary by 
submitting:
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Questions

• Your full name and mailing address
• Application date
• Rank (if applicable)
• Name of post-secondary institution you are at-

tending
• What programme/faculty to do you attend? 

What year of study are you in?
• Do, or have you, spent any time in another 

post-secondary program?
• How many years do you expect to spend in 

post-secondary education?
• What roles can The Loyal Edmonton Regiment 

play in the war on terrorism?
• How do you see this role changing in the fu-

ture?
• How is your education making you a better 

member of the Regimental Family?

Win points with the selection committee by volun-
teering for casinos and at the Museum.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE–NDI 75 

As a former member of the Regiment you may have 
been asked, “How can you prove that you’ve served 
in the Canadian Forces?” The NDI 75 is a card that 
shows your record of service. It is not an identifica-
tion card as such, but does show how many years 
you have served in the CF.

The Record of Service Card–NDI 75 is issued to 
members leaving, or who have left the Canadian 
Forces with ten or more years of service. If you 
meet the eligibility criteria, use the application 
form, www.on.legion.ca/veterans/documents/
ND175Application.pdf

Continued on page 75...

Submission 

Applications must be submitted no later than the 
30 October and the 28 February—dates may be 
extended by the committee as required. Please 
include your email address to stay informed of your 
status.

The application may be sent by mail to:

49th Battalion, 
The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Association 
Educational Bursary
P.O. Box 501, Stn Main
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2K1

The application can be dropped off in-person to 
the Regimental Museum:

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Military Museum
Prince of Wales Armouries Heritage Centre
118, 10440–108 Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta T5H 3Z9

Email: lermus1@telus.net

Bursary Questionnaire

Please answer the following questions in either a 
typed or handwritten format, and include it with 
the following information. Be brief and to the 
point, there is no need to add bulk to your answers. 
Please date and sign the questionnaire when com-
pleted.

• Application questionnaire;
• A copy of tuition fee receipt for current 

academic year;
• Letters of reference (if applicable);
• Proof of post-secondary admission; and
• A copy of academic record of the most 

recently completed year of study. 



 2016 October * 33

Forty-Niner

Forty-Niner, 1916, Issue No. 4, Page 23.
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Historical Colours Preserved at Edmonton 
Church

Written by: Maj. (Ret.-d.) David Haas, CD, RMC

Colours of the 101st Regiment (Edmonton Fusiliers) 
are in Holy Trinity Anglican Church

Before the First World World War, Canada’s Militia 
included numbered infantry regiments, often with 
a secondary title incorporating a geographical 
reference and denoting some particular traditional 
style of infantry soldiering. On 1 April 1908, the 
101st Regiment was officially formed in Edmonton, 
and stood up later in the year on 5 November. 
The next year, the unit was re-named the 101st 
Regiment (Edmonton Fusiliers), thus bringing 
in both a locality reference and the fusilier 
designation. In 1911, the Regiment was presented 
with King’s and Regimental Colours as part of a 
ceremonial parade marking the coronation of King 
George V. 

When the First World War broke out, Canada’s 
existing Militia units were supposed to become 
the basis for mobilizing an army to serve overseas. 
The 101st commenced recruiting on that basis, 
and laid up its colours at First Presbyterian. The 
government, however, had another idea and 
decided to establish new, numbered infantry 
battalions for the Canadian Expeditionary Force. 
So at the start of the war, reservists from the 101st, 
and others from civilian life, enlisted in Edmonton 
for wartime service thinking they would become 
part of an overseas active service unit of the 101st. 
But that never happened. Instead, the recruits 
were shipped to the army’s new training camp 
at Valcartier, Quebec, where they were enrolled 
in the newly formed 9th Battalion. At war’s end, 
the veterans of the 49th Battalion (Edmonton 
Regiment)—the only one of the new wartime 
battalions raised in Edmonton to remain intact 
through the war and see combat—felt their unit 
should be formally recognized in the post-war 

101st Regiment Colours. A colour plate of the 101st 
Regiment (Edmonton Fusiliers) Colours from a 

regimental history published in 1913.

When military colours are replaced, or 
otherwise go into disuse upon disbandment or 
reorganization, they are laid up in places like 
legislatures, museums, or churches. The colours 
of  the 101st Regiment (Edmonton Fusiliers) hang 
in the sanctuary of Edmonton’s southside Holy 
Trinity Anglican Church, at 101st Street and 84th 
Avenue—faded with the passage of time, but still 
recognizable. Holy Trinity is, in fact, the second 
church where these colours have hung. They were 

laid up in Edmonton’s 
First Presbyterian 
Church on 105th 
Street in August 1914 
at the outbreak of 
the First World War, 
and they were not 
recovered by the 
military until 1925. 
This delay reflects 

what was becoming a complex regimental history.

Holy Trinity Church, south-
west Edmonton.
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Militia structure. On 15 March 1920, the 101st 
Regiment (Edmonton Fusiliers) was re-named The 
Edmonton Regiment and re-organized into two 
battalions with secondary titles denoting prior 
units: the 1st Battalion perpetuating the 49th 
Battalion, and the 2nd Battalion reflecting the old 
101st (Edmonton Fusiliers) and also perpetuating 
the 9th Battalion. 

The amalgamation was not a success. In 1924 
another re-organization split The Edmonton 
Regiment into separate regiments: The Edmonton 
Regiment and The Edmonton Fusiliers. After the 
split, the Fusiliers took their colours back from 
First Presbyterian, and no new colours were issued 
in the name “Edmonton Fusiliers”. The renamed 
regiment continued to use the historical colours. 

Both regiments continued in the peacetime Militia 
until 1939 when the Second World War erupted. 
The Edmonton Regiment was picked to supply an 
active service unit to go overseas. At the outbreak 
of war, the Edmonton Fusiliers placed some of their 
members on continuing duty guarding a railway 
bridge west of Edmonton for about a month. The 
Edmonton Fusiliers eventually raised two active 
service battalions for duty solely within North 
America. 

In 1946, the Edmonton 
Fusiliers were amalgamated 
with the 19th Alberta 
Dragoons under a new 
name, ending its regimental 
identity. The colours ended 
up at Holy Trinity, where 
they remain. The photo 
displays the 101st Regiment 
(Edmonton Fusiliers) 

Colours in the sanctuary in Edmonton’s Holy 
Trinity Anglican Chruch.

Cap Badge 

The badge of the interwar 
Edmonton Fusiliers was 
basically that of the old 
101st Regiment (Edmonton 
Fusiliers) revised to reflect 
the new title. A scroll at the 
bottom includes a reference 
to the 9th Battalion, which 
the Fusiliers perpetuated.

 Later this was removed, 
reflecting a policy at Army Headquarters against 
unit badges containing any reference to the First 
World War numbered battalions. That policy also 
resulted in The Edmonton Regiment shifting to the 
three maple leaf model of the old 49th Battalion 
badge. The numerals “49” were back on the 
regimental badge after the Second World War when 
it was redesigned to reflect taking the name “Loyal” 
into the title.
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The Returned Men
Story and Interviews by: Deborah J. Waldman

Forword by: Warren Bard
Editor’s Note: This article was first published in “New Trail” The University of Alberta Alumni Association Magazine, 

Summer of 1995, pgs 14-20. For biographies on the students, please visit the Regimental Museum to view the 
magazine. The ‘Returned Men’ is verbatim.

Back in 1990 when I purchased my house, my new 
neighbour, Don Biamonti, became aware that I 
had served with the Loyal Eddies. Don was a U of 
A Alumni and when he received the 1995 issue of 
New Trail, commemorating the service of Alumni, 
he gave it to me. Don has since passed away and 
I felt he would be very pleased to know this copy 
continues to live on.
 
I had served with The 49th Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment from mid-1965 to mid-1968. I was 
fortunate to have received the highest marks in 
Western Command during my Jr. NCO course and 
was promoted to full corporal. Normal course 
completion meant a promotion to lance-corporal. 
The following year I took my Sr. NCO course and
was promoted to sergeant by the Regiment. I 
was then seconded to the PPCLI and was sent to 
Germany for NATO service. When anyone was 
seconded to the Regular Force, they automatically 
lost one rank. When I was discharged it was as a 
corporal. This was the first time that reservists 
(294 across Canada) served with the Regular
Force on a mission since WWII. Note: During the 
Korea War reservists had to join the regular force 
for service and were not seconded. Due to political 
interference in the military, all branches were 
combined. While in Germany, Loyal Eddies were 
offered to reenlist at current rank with the PPCLI. I 
had future plans though.
 
A move to Newfoundland, marriage and family 
precluded me from rejoining the Regiment. I did 
apply for the regular force in the 70s; however, they 
wanted me to go to Logistics. I had wanted to get

into an infantry unit and wasn’t keen on Logistics 
as that was what I was doing at the time. 

Since then I have changed careers a number of 
times, including retail sales, manufacturer’s agent, 
lookout observer, radio operator, picture framer, 
truck driver, business owner and now back into 
logistics with an Alberta based oil field equipment 
manufacturer. I should retire, but I still work and I 
probably will continue to do so until I pass on.
 
As a member of the Association and as a civilian, 
I do visit the Museum when my work hours don’t 
interfere. I served during the time that most of the 
Museum volunteers had served. Two of my best 
friends are as a result of serving and we’ve now 
known each other for 50 years. 

Warm regards,
Warren Bard
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The Returned Men

They were more fortunate than thousands of their 
friends and colleagues who did not return from the 
Second World War. They knew it, and they could 
never forget it. It coloured their lives. 
What follows is the story of the returned men and 
the impact they had on the University in the heady, 
booming years after the war. It is a story told in 
part through the words of people who were there: 
teachers, classmates, and some of the returned men 
themselves.

At the end of the term in the spring of 1945, 
University of Alberta students took a break from 
their studies sure in the knowledge that the end 
to the war in Europe was imminent. They were 
confident that victory against Japan would follow. 

But no one knew for sure when the Germans would 
capitulate—as it turned out, surrender came soon, 
on 8 May 1945. And no one could imagine the 
history-shattering events that would result in the 
Japanese surrender on 12 August of that summer.
Nor could anyone have imagined the changes that 
the end of the war would bring to the University. 

Fifty years ago this fall, the U of A welcomed its 
biggest freshman class ever: more than 1,000, a 
staggering number compared with the fewer-than 
300 who had signed up for classes only a year 
before. The influx of veterans marked a growth 
spurt that was both unprecedented and has 
remained unsurpassed in University history.

Before the War had even ended, the Canadian 
government had publicized plans for the 
“rehabilitation” of “returned men” —plans that 
included generous assistance for those who wished 
to begin or continue university studies. 

When Japan surrendered, the Canadian military 
authorities suddenly announced they would 
“demobilize forthwith” any soldier who could 
produce evidence that he would be granted 
entrance to a university. The very next day the 
University received a deluge of cablegrams and 
telegrams, each asking for a statement that the 
University was willing to admit the sender.

When the flood of returned men began, an 
estimated 150 civilians were turned away, asked to 
put off their University entrance for a year or two, 
to make room for the vets. To provide even more 
spaces, the University added a complete session 
commencing in January 1946 and terminating in 
July—“Fortunately it was possible to dispense with 
this rather desperate expedient after one trial,” says 
on contemporary report.

The returning soldiers had a tremendous impact 
on the University community, and not just because 
of their numbers. Their age and life experience 
set them apart from their civilian classmates. 
They were older, and some were married and had 
children. Unlike the beanie-wearing, joke-playing 
freshmen of earlier years, these students were at 
the University for one reason: to get an education 
that would land them a job and a foot up in the 
world. 

Many of the vets had been out of school for years, 
some because the war had interrupted their 
studies, others because they had gone straight from 
high school to work, and it was only after serving 
the Canadian Forces that they decided that they 
would go on to higher education. 

The U of A did its best to help the returned men get 
acclimated to the academic environment. An article 
in the 27 September 1945 issue of The Gateway 
reported that approximately 150 “rehabilitation 
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students”, as the returning men were sometimes 
called, were taking advantage of special refresher 
courses to “brush up on some of their high 
school subjects” including French, Latin, algebra, 
trigonometry, and analytical geometry.

Said the article, “One chap recently returned from 
the R.C.A.F., and now entering engineering, was 
heard to comment, ‘this math course is just about 
the best thing I’ve run across.’ Another, a fellow 
just released from the Navy and about to enter 
Pharmacy, stated, ‘These language courses are tops, 
too.” 

Studying was only one aspect of academic life that 
the returned men had to get used to. They were 
accustomed to following orders for life-and-death 
situations. Now they were following orders—
from professors and administrators—for what 
could seem, in comparison, fairly trivial matters. 
Sometimes the contrast got to them, and they 
wasted no time letting those in charge know just 
how they felt.

The arrival of the vets meant an adjustment for 
everyone—and the campus itself underwent a 
remarkable transformation. Like most North 
American universities, the U of A was physically 
unprepared for the flood of veterans. To say the 
campus was overcrowded was an understatement. 
“We were squashed,” remembers Frank Haley, ’51 
BSc, ’53 MD, ’57 MSc, a vet who enrolled at the 
University in the fall of 1947. 

No new buildings had gone up since before the 
war, yet the number of students had more than 
doubled. Only two rooms, both in the old Medical 
Building (now the Dentistry/Pharmacy Centre), 
were big enough to handle classes of more than 
100. To accommodate the mushrooming student 
population, there were classes six days a week, 
beginning at 8:00 in the morning. The administrat-

ion also scheduled classes in the old University 
High School building and the Normal School, 
which later became the Education Building and 
later yet Corbett Hall. By the fall of 1946, the 
University began tackling the classroom shortages 
with long-term measures. The most prominent 
and ubiquitous solution: Quonset huts. These 
round-roofed buildings of style first used at the 
naval base on Quonset, Rhode Island could hold 
up to 160 students. Some of the huts were used 
for classrooms, others for labs. “They do not add 
to the beauty of the campus by any stretch of the 
imagination,” reported The Gateway, “but they are a 
necessity in today’s emergency.”

Finding housing provided to be an even bigger 
problem. There weren’t enough rooms on campus 
to accommodate all the vets, even when bunk beds 
were installed in dormitories. And there surely 
wasn’t room for wives and children of the returned 
men. 

In the fall of 1945, 64 married vets were 
“temporarily” put up in the Varsity Rink. They slept 
on bunk beds in “dressing rooms,” expecting to be 
reunited with their families by November. That’s 
when the City of Edmonton was expected to have 
converted enough prefabricated huts from Dawson 
Creek into suites for the vets. But the project hit a 
snag early in October when the supply of building 
materials dried up. According to The Gateway, the 
provincial government did “everything within its 
power to speed up construction of the servicemen’s 
homes,” but it wasn’t enough. 

The situation nearly got out of hand at the end of 
October, when the University announced that it 
was evicting the hockey rink residents to ready the 
facility for winter sports. The vets were urged to try 
to find accommodations off campus.
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That’s when the Canadian University Returned 
Men’s Association sprang into action. CURMA 
was a lobbying group formed at the suggestion of 
three University faculty members: COTC officer 
and entomology professor Col. E.H. Strickland, 
University librarian and advisor to student veterans 
Donald Cameron, and applied science dean 
R.S.L. Wilson. It did everything from sponsoring 
dances for the bets to lending them money. But its 
principle headache was what the 1946 Evergreen 
and Gold yearbook referred to as “the desperate 
housing shortage.”

CURMA established a committee to field phone 
calls and go door-to-door to find rooms in the 
Garneau area, and appealed to everyone at the 
University to help. But as The Gateway reported, 
finding the necessary accommodations wasn’t easy. 
Hardest of all to place were vets with children, 
who, “strangely enough, are viewed by prospective 
landlords as a form of bubonic plague.” When only 
a handful of the vets were able to find off-campus 
housing, the University decided to allow the rest to 
remain in the hockey rink. 

Once the vets and their families were reunited, 
there were more unexpected challenges. Wives 
who had assumed that their husbands would 
return and be strictly family men couldn’t help 
but be disappointed when those husbands began 
showering more attention on schoolbooks than on 
their families. And while there were activities for 
the wives, it wasn’t always easy for them to take 
advantage of the social events, what with limited 
budgets, children to care for, and the difficulty of 
getting to campus.

The wives formed social communities of their own, 
recalls former CURMA president Kenneth Crockett, 
’46 BA, ’47 LLB. They would play bridge and help 
each other out with babysitting. Single returned 
men also helped by forming a babysitting service. 

And when stresses began to near the breaking 
point, the vets and their families could take 
advantage of a counselling service offered through 
CURMA.

As serious as they were about education, the 
vets did take time out for fun. One of the more 
unusual social events was the “Baby Challenge” 
held in 1947-48—a kind of national baby beauty 
pageant for the children of veterans. “It must be 
remembered,” reported the 1948 Evergreen and 
Gold, “that an Alberta baby was the winner in the 
national contest, regardless of UBC’s claims.”

There was plenty of grown-up socializing as well—
dances, socials, teas, and various gatherings. The 
“Froph Ball” —the annual freshman-sophomore 
dance—went on every year, as did “Waw-Waw 
Weekend,” the U of A’s “Sadie Hawkins” event, when 
“freshettes” and other “co-eds” got to ask out the 
men on campus. There were concerts, plays, and 
guest speakers, several of whom predicted another 
world war. One of the more popular programs was 
a series of lectures on sex, morals, and marriage 
offered by Dean Trendall of All Saints’ Anglican 
Cathedral. Topics included “I Find a Partner” and 
“How to Live Happily Ever After.” 

It’s too much to expect that all those who attended 
the lectures did, in fact, live happily ever after. But 
there is no doubt that many of those attending the 
U of A in the immediate post-war years went on 
to lives filled with significant accomplishments 
They became leaders, diplomats, businessmen, 
university professors, Supreme Court judges, 
doctors, lawyers, writers. They helped to shape 
their communities—in Edmonton, in Alberta, 
in Canada, and beyond—just as their presence 
helped transform the University of Albert into the 
institution that it is today.

Continues on page 80...
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Honouring Veterans with a Lasting 
Green Legacy

Written by: Jane Huggan

Take a drive along MacDonald Drive in Edmonton and 
you will come upon a mature row of American Elm 
(Ulmus americana) trees gracing the south boulevard. 
The trees have witnessed decades of city history and 
now command a grand view of the Edmonton River 
Valley. 

In June of 1932, an article in the Edmonton Journal 
described the planting of the MacDonald Drive 
trees by the Edmonton Tree Planting Association. 
The article indicated that they were planted in 
commemoration of the men who had died during 
the Great War, including 49th Battalion personnel. 
It is not known how many were originally placed 
to honour those who made the ultimate sacrifice. 

Thirteen memorial elms remain today in spite of living in a busy urban setting, surrounded by concrete. 

These majestic trees are a part of an inventory that numbers 65,000 specimens and are counted as part of 
the largest collection of healthy elm trees on the continent. The City of Edmonton carefully monitors the 
health of these valuable green assets to prevent the deadly Dutch Elm disease. As a result, Edmonton is 
known throughout North America for its beautiful elm stands on public and private lands.

City tree coordinator, Crispin Ward, has pointed out 
that the MacDonald Drive trees are not presently 
part of any heritage registry. He speculates that they 
may have been planted at the location because of 
the proximity to the original war cenotaph at the 
top of Bellamy Hill, located at the intersections of 
MacDonald Drive, 102nd Street, and 100th Avenue 
(moved in 1978 to the grounds of City Hall). Visitors 
to the early cenotaph would have taken a short walk 
to see the green canopy along the riverbank.

The row of elm trees looking west on MacDonald 
Avenue towards Chateau Lacombe.  Photograph 

taken by Frank Gasparik.

The unveiling of the Edmonton cenotaph in 1936.  
A hint of trees can be seen in the left corner of the 

photograph. (EA-29-3).
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Based on their present size, it is estimated the elms were planted in the late 1920s. Information found in 
the Edmonton Journal corroborates this, pointing towards 1929 as the most likely year they were planted. 
Initially, the trees were marked with metal tags bearing the names of the lost. Over time these memorial 
tags have disappeared, having possibly grown into the tree trunks or perhaps removed during modern-
day construction.  Be sure to visit the site if you are in the downtown area.
 
If you are aware of any additional information about this wonderful civic resource, or would like to view 
earlier articles about the memorial planting, please give The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Museum a call at 
780-421-9943, or email at lermus1@telus.net.

The City of Edmonton Commemorative Tree Program—a part of the Legacy Program—allows citizens 
to pay tribute to a person or occasion by purchasing the installation of a tree in public parkland or a 
cemetery. If you are interested in planting a memorial tree, please contact 311 for more information on 
this program. 

Sources: City of Edmonton Urban Forestry Department; The Forty-Niner (July, 1932), (January, 1973) 
(October, 1978); The Edmonton Journal (June 2, 1932).

The Elm Memorial Trees along Macdonald Drive have just been tagged, says the Edmonton Journal in its 
issue of 2nd June, with the names of those in whose honor they have been planted, and thus take on a new 
significance to the passer-by. It is some three years since they were first set out by the Edmonton Tree 
Planting Association, which has waited until now to be confident each would grow before assigning its 
inscription which is on a metal tag at the base of the tree.

With the exception of one dedicated to Miss Gold, all the trees bear names of men, chiefly those who gave 
their lives in the Great War. On the little elms now giving signs of a long life along Macdonald drive one 
may read the following names:

Col. Robert Belcher, 138 Bn.;Capt. Percy Belcher, 49th Bn.; Alexander Robert McQueen, Princess Pats; 
Bugler John Arthur Nelson, 5th Bn.; John Bradley Grierson, 63 Bn.; Sergt. C.L. Bain, 49th Bn.; Pte. Harry 
Blaire Campbell, 31st Bn.; John Reginald Maguire, 2nd Lieut., 12th York Regiment; J. Cooper Pateman, 
63rd Bn.; D.A. Hayman, 49th Bn.; Pte. John Kerr, 49th Bn.; Capt. Arthur Cecil Ross; Flight Lieut. Henry 
Stewart Lewis; Pte. Frederick Richard Pratley, 202nd Bn.; Alexander Banks, 42nd Bn.; Corp. Donald 
Adamson, R.A.S.C.; Harry Hall, 49th Bn.; James Armstrong, 49th Bn.; Leo Mail, 49th Bn.; Corp. A. Smith, 
194th Bn.;  Herbert H. Chadwick, Flying Corps; David Gerald Glyde, 10th Bn.; Trooper W.S. McCibbon, 19th 
Dragoons; Pte. Harry Gold, 51st Bn.; Pte. Hugh Jackson, 49th Bn.; Corp. H.G. Marlow, 19th Dragoons; Pte. J. 
Wilson, 66th Bn., Pte. Thomas E. Hayes, 49th Bn.; Henry Jeffery and Miss M. J. Gold.

Memorial Trees now Bear Names of 
Honored Dead

Editors’ Note: This article was first published in the Forty-Niner in July 1932 - it is verbatim.
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Forty-Niner, 1916, Issue No. 6, Page 11.
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Canadian Patrolling Competition
Written by: MCpl. Lee Morry and Cpl. Jordan Bacon

The Canadian Patrolling Competition (CPC) 
is meant to test soldier’s physical and mental 
capabilities in the field. Teams are dropped off 
in the middle of nowhere, Wainwright, AB, VIA 
helicopter, on six hour rotations. Each team 
must navigate to multiple locations, completing 
challenges all while staying hidden from roving 
enemy patrols. On each challenge, a team can be 
rewarded points depending on their performance. 
Some of the challenges include: Point Recce, Key 
Leader Engagement, Minefield crossing, River 
crossing, and Break Contact Drills. Teams come 
from all over the world to compete; one team was 
from Australia, one team was from the United 
Kingdom, and two teams were from the United 
States. The estimated distance for the competition, 
over a two day period, is 34 kilometres in roughly 
-20°C weather, all while carrying 50-70 pounds of 
kit.

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Team

Earlier in the year, a group of Eddies got together 
and pitched the idea for approval of a Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment (L Edmn R) team. Once we 
received approval, we started training. The final 
team included: MCpl. Pete Schulli (IC), MCpl. Lee 
Morry (2IC), Cpl. Jordan Bacon, Cpl. Seth Miller, 
Cpl. Kalon Ross, Cpl. Tyrone Bain, Cpl. Karl Benke, 
Cpl. Catherine Barrington (15 Fd Amb), and Cpl. 
Thor Nilsson as our spare. A few months leading 
up to the competition, we started a heavy training 
schedule. 

The Competition

The L Edmn R team arrived in Wainwright on the 
22 October 2015. Once we got our timings, our 
team started our battle procedures and sorted out 
last minute tasks. Having to carry multiple days 
of supplies of food, water, and our operation kit, 
all while keeping in mind that the temperature 
was expected to shoot below -20°C , we made 
appropriate modifications to stay fully operational. 
As the night slowly approached, we received our 
timing for insertion of 0500 for 24 October 2015. 
Leading up to insertion time, on 23 October 2015, 
the Eddies first challenge was live break contact 
drills. Upon return, we broke out into our second 
challenge, which was the presentation of orders. 
MCpl. Schulli did an outstanding job on this 
challenge, as we had a room filled with information 
that prepared us for the upcoming challenges.

0500 24 October 2015 

We were on the helicopter landing pad waiting for 
our ride. I [MCpl. Morry] specifically remember 
standing there thinking, “Well, here we go. This is 
going to be a rough go.” As the helicopters came 
into sight, we could see soldiers sitting on the 
choppers. It turned out that the second American 
team, who had left six hours prior to us, had 
already thrown in the towel and was on their 
way back. I asked one of the members, as their 
team walked by me, on how it was, and he only 
responded with “Cold,” as he walked away.
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We quickly mounted up and took off for our 
insertion. On the ground, the Eddies linked up with 
some friendly soldiers before starting, what would 
be, a rigorous 38 hour march. At the beginning, we 
were moving at a good pace, and we approached 
the minefield and crossed with no issues. On the 
other side, we took a short halt for food and water 
as we waited for our next set of orders to come 
over the radio. Once received, we stepped off to 
retrieve Intel from a downed Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicle (UAV) and we ran into multiple enemy 
patrols that engaged us. After breaking contact 
and manoeuvring around the enemy, we decided 
it would be best, due to time constraints, to move 
past the UAV and towards our primary objective 
to recce a location. During that night, our morale 
dwindled as two of our members went down due 
to injuries. We had a plan in motion for such an 
occasion, but two at the same time was a wake up 
call for us. Once evacuated, we redistributed ammo 
and gear and pushed forward to the last half of the 
patrol. 

Through the rest of the night, and a big portion of 
the day, we moved towards our primary objective 
with a clear mindset; nothing could stop us from 
completing this competition—we will be the 
first Alberta Reserve team to complete this; it 
will be an Eddie title! As night approached we 
moved into position to recce our objective. Our 
visibility was poor, but we set up around the 
objective and conducted our recce, gathering as 
much information on the enemy as possible with 
the conditions and gear we had. After a quick 
dissemination halt, we mounted back up and went 
to our last challenge. Our morale went through the 
roof the closer we got, and we arrived at our last 
field challenge around mid-day on the 25 October, 
which was a river crossing. We hooked up to a line 
and zipped across the river with ease. Knowing that 
we had just a few more kilometres to go, we moved

with a fast pace to our final helicopter pick-up 
point. 

With the landing zone in view, and after marching 
for close to 35 hours, we decided to stop and 
have a quick bite as we stared up at what seemed 
to be the side of a mountain in the middle of 
Wainwright. Slowly moving up the side of the 
mountain, we reached the top. Approximately 45 
minutes later we were on our helicopter ride back 
to our HQ location. Tired and sore, we still had one 
final challenge to complete. Create an in-depth 
recce report, in three hours, and issue it to the 
competition commander. Once our team handed 
in the report, we were finally told to stand down 
and await further orders. The competition was 
complete, and The L Edmn R was the first Alberta 
Army Reserve unit to complete the CPC. 

In the end, on our way home, our team reminisced 
about the previous 72 hours and we were 
honoured that we were able to compete for the 
unit. If asked to do this again, we would definitely 
take up the challenge.
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Hockey Season
Written by and Photos By: Elyshia Korobko

When the call goes out to the members of The 
Loyal Edmonton Regiment (L Edmn R) for hockey 
players, they definitely come out of the woodwork!  
In the 1980s, The L Edmn R had a team that played 
in the league at Griesbach, but due to operational 
commitments in the 1990s, in Yugoslavia, the 
team folded.  In 2013, Sgt. Mario Morin reformed 
the team, causing much excitement around the 
Jefferson Armouries for both current and former 
serving Eddies.

The L Edmn R hockey season tends to be the 
shortest in history—typically one weekend a year. 
The first tournament the men participated in, in 
2014, was at Dale Fisher Arena in Devon, AB.  For 
a team that had played one exhibition game prior 
to the tournament, they managed to win all of their 
games.  This was an impressive feat.  Last year, at a 
tournament in Spruce Grove, AB, the outcome was 
less than desirable. 

This year, our Eddies returned to Devon for the 
weekend of April 1-3, 2016.  The first game, on 
Friday night, left a bitter taste in the mouths of our 
team with the devastating loss of 11-4.

Moving into game two on Saturday, the Eddies were 
rested up and had fresh legs—they were out for a 
win.  They played the Bruins, a team made up of the 
over 40 crowd who skated like a bunch of 20 year 
olds.  The first period showed both team’s desire to 
win, ending goal-less. 

This soon changed at the beginning of the second 
period with the Eddies scoring.  The celebration 
was short lived when the Bruins scored shortly 
after.  One thing was very clear; both teams were 
not going to give up without a fight.  In the end, the 
Loyal Eddies emerged as the victors with a final 
score of 6-2. 

Day three of the tournament, the last game of the 
season, brought us to the sunny town of Calmar, AB, 
where our team faced the New Sarepta Warriors.  
This game began with excitement as Jay Reinelt 
piped in the teams.  Fans from both sides stopped 
in their tracks when the notes began flowing from 
his bagpipes. With the extra charge of energy from
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the music, the beginning of the game showed fans that this was going to be fast paced.  The first goal was 
scored by the New Sarepta Warriors as it rebounded off of our goalies glove. 

The Eddies did not wait long to get back in the game, quickly getting their first goal with their second and 
third goals following within 18 seconds of each other, giving fans something to really cheer about. Both 
teams fought well for the win, but the L Edmn R came out victorious with a well earned final score of 7-6.

The Eddies played a great season, and were cheered on by a hearty fan base during their tournament.  I 
urge all those who can to attend the games to come out and support our troops!

When Sgt. Morin got the ball rolling, he designed a few looks for the team jersey, which he posted on 
Facebook to get some feedback. The jersey that was picked proudly displays The L Edmn R crest on the front, 

is black in colour with hints of green and grey in the design; a very sharp looking jersey!
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Prospector’s Challenge
Written by: Capt. Daniel Rixen

On 10 June 2016, the third annual Prospector 
Challenge was held in Yellowknife, NT. The 
Prospector Challenge is a race that incorporates 
ruck marching, running, portaging, and canoeing. 
Members from JTFN, ASU(N), 440 Sqn, 1 CRPG, C 
Coy The Loyal Edmonton Regiment (L Edmn R), 
and the RCMP compete to test their mental and 
physical limits. Participants race in teams of two, 
and spend months preceding the race training for 
the competition.

Over the years, the 
Prospector Challenge 
has slightly changed 
in route and 
distance; this year, 
the challenge was 
approximately 20 km 
in length. The race 
consisted of: 11.2 
km of running/ruck 
marching with a 20 
lbs pack over rocky 
trails and ski hills; 
1.5 km of portaging 
through mud, water, 
and mosquitoes; 5.6 
km of canoeing on 

two different lakes (while dodging shore birds who 
decided to dive bomb canoes that strayed a little 
too close); and three team challenges along the 
way. Team challenges consisted of a stretcher carry, 
a farmer’s carry (with a jerry can), and a first aid 
scenario. 

Sgt. Chafe and Cpl. Kinsman 
win JTFN’s Prospector 

Challenge for the third year 
in a row. Photo by: Cpl. 

Phinney.

This year the competition was the closest yet, 
and despite a little bit of good natured ribbing 
between teams, spirits were very high amongst 
all the competitors. Four members of C Coy, The L 
Edmn R participated, and others attending were 
support staff. For a third year in a row Sgt. Dave 
Chafe and Cpl. Greg Kinsman, both members of 
C Coy, came in first—winning the Prospector 
Challenge trophy boot. At the end of the day, having 
all the participants and all the volunteers come 
out to work hard and push themselves made for 
a really great team atmosphere. The third annual 
Prospector Challenge was felt to be the best version 
yet and next year’s race is highly anticipated by all.
  

Sgt. Chafe and Cpl. Kinsman, first place at the finish 
line! Photo by: Capt. Rixen.
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Regimental Christmas Photo 
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Ex. Northern Coyote – The Bober Bay Ride
Written By and Photos by: Maj. Jason Tarzwell, CD

On 25 January 2016, 17 members of C Coy, 
Regimental Headquarters, and a medic from 
15 Field Ambulance departed Yellowknife by 
snowmobile for Bober (bow-ber) Bay, on Hardisty 
Lake in the Northwest Territories.  The ride was 
designed to achieve two goals; the first was a test 
of C Coy’s ability to mount a long range patrol 
over an extended distance with limited support 
in the winter. This was used as a check ride for 
those personnel going on to the Arctic Response 
Company Group (ARCG) exercise held in Resolute 
Bay in February 2016.  The second goal was to 
erect and dedicate a cairn, on a NWT Bay, in the 
memory of fellow Loyal Eddie, Warrant Officer 
2nd Class Walter Bober, DCM, who was killed in 
Italy on 10 December 1943; the Bay is named 

in his honour.In preparation for the trip, C Coy 
contacted Mrs. Maria Moar of Lethbridge, WOII 
Bober’s younger sister, to let her know how the 
Regiment was honouring her brother.  At 87-years 
young, Mrs. Moar is the last remaining sibling of 
WOII Bober, and was quite interested in our effort. 
She expressed her desire to see the monument and 
Bober Bay, having been aware that the Bay was 
named after her brother, but she was disappointed 
to learn that the spot is 60 kms from the nearest 
town, and is only accessible by snowmobile in the 
winter and float plane in the summer.  Pictures, 

however, were sent to her to share amongst her 
family. Additionally, she had donated her brother’s 
medals and other mementoes to The Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment Museum in the last several 
years for safekeeping. 

Following World War II, over 300 geographical 
features in the NWT (including what is now 
Nunavut) were named after decorated service 
members as part of Canada’s Place of Honour 
Program. The program was initiated by the Federal 
Government in the NWT, which, at that time, was 
federally administered. Over time a number of 
provinces followed suit and developed similar 
programs of their own. 

The patrol left Yellowknife early on the 25th, 
travelling towards the North Arm of Great Slave 
Lake and on to Behchoko, where they were met 
by Canadian Rangers, from Gameti, who acted as 
guides through Tlicho (Klee-ch-oh) Territory to 
Bober Bay.  Taking two days to travel up, the patrol 
stopped along the way at hunter’s cabins for the 
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first night. On reaching the objective, the group immediately got to work selecting the site and auguring 
the ice to source water for the quick mix cement. Having pre-constructed the cairn’s form prior to 
departure, the work focused on pouring the concrete and keeping the works at around 5°C (within a 
McPherson Tent) while the cement cured. This is no small feat considering the outside temperature 
remained at approximately -35°C during the trip. After two days on site, the patrol mounted up and 
moved to Gameti, spending the night in the community centre.

Early the next morning, the patrol departed Gameti on what would be a 315 km ride back to Yellowknife, 
arriving at 2245 hrs that evening after suffering some minor mechanical troubles on the ride back. These 
included a broken trailer hitch that resulted in a runaway toboggan, as well as a blown drive belt, but 
nothing out of the ordinary for a ride of this length.

This exercise was a success in both preparing for our contribution to the ARCG and in commemorating 
one of our Regiment’s Fallen Comrades.
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Ex. Orion Strike
Written by and Photos Provided By: Tyrone Bain

This past February, The Loyal Edmonton Regiment 
(L Edmn R) sent seven soldiers from A Company to 
29 Palms, California to participate in Exercise Orion 
Strike. Alongside C Company 3VP, we trained for 
nearly two weeks to culminate with a final attack 
that included Chinook helicopters and night vision 
in an urban environment.

We were told that we would be living in a forward 
operating base (FOB), and with this news we 
were not expecting much. With our training in 
Wainwright, AB, we quickly realized that FOB 
meant sleeping in the middle of nowhere. When 
we arrived at base, we stayed in an area named 
Camp Wilson, and we realized that this American 
base was definitely not something we were used 
to. The Camp was a large wired-fence area that 
contained hundreds of buildings, which included: 
living quarters, a convenience store, a gym, and a 
laundromat. We were more than pleased with our 
living arrangements, and we could not wait to see 
what was in store for us training wise.

We were given the first day to ourselves, giving us 
time to adjust to the huge climate change, and to 
buy anything we might need in the upcoming days. 
The climatization was much needed since we were 
coming from a crisp -20°C to 30°C weather. Troops 
were constantly shuttled back and forth to the 
“Marine Mart”, which is basically a soldier’s form of 
Costco. While some bought large jugs of Gatorade 
and water, most of us took advantage of the pricing 
difference, and we bought kit and tobacco for the 
field. 

As reservists, we were not used to having the spare 
time we were given throughout the exercise, so 
with the help of Sgt. Alden, we used some of our 
time to revise our weapons handling drills, cover 
and movement, urban ops training, and more. We 
learned quite a bit from our sergeant and other 
3VP members in the short time we were there. We 
trained on different material each day, learning 
everything from clearing through large structures 
to properly riding in Chinook helicopters. 
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The final attack was first 
performed during the day, 
so that any and all issues 
that arose were dealt with 
immediately, helping the night 
attack run as smoothly as 
possible. Multiple buildings 
lined the road in a mock-
Afghan village with our 
Chinooks touching down at 
the southern end. 

Our section, which was comprised of only of The 
L Edmn R, was chosen to clear the first building. 
Our practice paid off and we cleared the objective 
with ease. To our surprise, we later found out that 
due to a pilot error, a helicopter carrying an entire 
platoon did not land in the correct location, but 
instead touched down much farther away from the 
objective. This took us all by surprise, but with the 
quick thinking of others the attack went quite well, 
nonetheless. We learned quite a bit in the short 
training time we had at Camp Wilson, and we took 
these new skills with hope to apply them once we 
were back at our home unit. It was an amazing 
opportunity for all of us and I, for one, would be 
happy to do it again. 

C Coy’s Year 
in Review

Captions by: 

Maj. Jason Tarzwell, CD

Sept. 2015, Personnel Readiness Verification and 
PWT 1 Shoot. Photo: Maj. Tarzwell.

Oct. 2015, ATV 
Course. Photo: 
Maj. Tarzwell.

Nov. 2015, Remembrance Day in Behchoko. 
Photo: Cpl. Phinney.
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Nov. 2015, Wilderness First Aid. 
Photo: Unknown.

Feb. 2016, Support to the 38 CBG Arctic Company 
Response Group in Resolute, Nunavut. 

Photo: Unknown.

Dec. 2015, Soldier’s Christmas Dinner.
Photo: Unknown.

Mar. 2016, Military display at the Long John 
Jamboree. Photo: Maj. Tarzwell.
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Apr. 2016, Exercise Arctic Wolverine in Cambridge 
Bay, Nunavut. Photo: Maj. Tarzwell.

May 2016, Support to The L Edmn R affiliated cadets 
in Whitehorse.

May 2016, Full-time BMQ Course in Yellowknife. Photo: Maj. Tarzwell.

June 2016, Ex. Mobile Wolverine ATV and 
Argo trail ride. Photo: Maj. Tarzwell.



56 * October 2016

Forty-Niner

Loyal Eddies Command Parliament Hill
Written by: Capt. Darby Whitebone

Each summer, the Ceremonial Guard in Ottawa 
conducts public duties within the National Capital 
Region. The most visible aspect of these duties is 
the daily Changing of the Guard on the East Lawn of 
Parliament Hill. This ceremony, patterned after the 
one at Buckingham Palace, is a ceremonial parade 
where the duties of security are passed from the 
Old Guard to the New Guard. Each morning, just 
prior to 1000 hrs, the Old Guard (consisting of a 
single division/platoon of scarlet clad soldiers) 
march onto the East Lawn to the sound of pipes 
and drums. 

The New Guard (two divisions/platoons) 
accompanied by the Band of the Ceremonial 
Guard, march from Cartier Drill Hall that is several 
kilometers away. This parade joins the Old Guard 
on Parliament Hill precisely as the Peace Tower 
rings 1000 hrs. After a series of wheels and 
forms, the two guards are brought into face-to-
face positions, and an inspection by the Officer 
Commanding takes place to the sound of combined 
military bands. 

The New Guard then takes up the ground 
(advances) and the two Guard (platoon) 
Commanders march to the center of the lawn and 
exchange a symbolic key to Government House. 
After the key exchange, the entire Company of 
Guards, the pipe band, and the brass band are 
marched off in slow time. As they gain the streets 
of Ottawa, they continue back to Cartier Drill Hall 
in quick time, paying respects to the National War 
Memorial and the National Aboriginals Veterans 
Monument as they pass.

The Ceremonial Guard is a composite organization 
that comes together each spring. With only a 
skeleton crew of full-time soldiers, the rank and 
file are brought in from all units in Canada. Two 
130 man companies are formed. One company is 
kitted out in Canadian Grenadier Guards uniforms, 
while the other is dressed in the scarlet tunics and 
bearskin hats of Governor Generals Foot Guards.

In addition to the Changing of the Guard 
ceremony, the two companies take turns covering 
off many other tasks. At the residence of the 
Governor General, a piquet of four sentry boxes is 
continuously manned. This is where the second 
guard/platoon of the Old Guard is employed 
during the mount on the Hill. The Guard supplies 
funeral parties to the National Military Cemetery 
at Beechwood. Soldiers, on a daily basis, are 
sent to represent at investitures, garden parties, 
unveilings, visits from dignitaries, and much more.

For the 2015 public duties season, I [Capt. Darby 
Whitebone from The Loyal Edmonton Regiment (L 
Edmn R)] was selected as the Officer Commanding 
the Ceremonial Guard Company of Governor 
Generals Foot Guards. This is my account of the 
summer. 

“The opportunity to participate with the 
Ceremonial Guard came up after I had made 
an inquiry to the Adjutant of the Guards. 
Capt. David Rennie was an old-world soldier, 
commissioned from the ranks. Although 
polished with traditions, he was short on 
tolerance. This soldier sported both the Long 
Service Medal for the British Army and the CD. 
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He had served with the Scots Guards for 
several decades, and he had fought in the 
Falklands war. He became a drum major 
with the Scots Guards prior to immigrating 
to Canada. His parade ground etiquette 
and knowledge was incontestable. He was 
a crotchety, cantankerous old war dog. We 
struck it off famously.

Employment at the Ceremonial Guard 
consisted of three phases. Phase one was the 
arrival and training of the officers, senior 
NCOs, and Section Commanders. From the first 
week in May, lasting for two weeks, the staff 
reviewed all aspects of drill and instruction. 
Long days were spent bashing about the 
parade square at Carleton University.

Phase two began with the intake of the 300 
or so soldiers and musicians. This was called 
the “Intensive Drill Phase.” Intense is putting 
it very mildly. While the NCOs instructed the 
soldiers on everything from standing at ease 
to forms on the march, the officers went off 
and reviewed sword drill, promenading, colour 
drill, and other such requirements. Phase two 
lasted a month. 

Using a Fit-Bit, one of the officers determined 
that we had marched a total of 17 kilometers 
in a single day. By day three of the Intensive 
Drill phase, my feet were in absolute pain, 
my back hurt, my knees creaked, and my 
sunburn was as red as a cooked lobster. By 
day four it was determined that due to my 
overenthusiastic parade square bashing, I 
had broken a toe on my left foot. Apparently 
nothing but time could cure a broken toe. 
Bound with a liberal amount of medical gauze 
and doped up with ibuprofen, I returned to the 
parade square of pain. I was determined to see 
the summer through. Eventually, my Company 

was deemed ready for public duties. After 
the Governor General personally gave his 
approval, we were set for phase three. 

28 June, the day following the Governor 
General’s Inspection, was the first mount of 
the season. We were well and truly ready. 
Our drill was as sharp as tacks. Our routines 
were memorized. Our rehearsals were far and 
beyond the proficiency of previous years. We 
began our new routines that first morning:

06:30 - Breakfast;
07:00 - Weapons draw;
07:30 - Dress into scarlet uniforms;
07:45 - Rideau Hall sentries inspected and 
dispatched;
07:45 - Old Guard and New Guard inspected by 
Platoon Warrant Officers;
08:00 - March to parade square;
08:10 - Inspection by the Officer Commanding 
(me);
08:30 - Warm up drill;
08:30 - Band arrives;
08:45 - Rehearsals with the band;
08:55 - The Colour Party departs by van to pick 
up the Colour at Cartier Drill Hall; and
09:10 - Old Guard and Pipe Band depart for the 
rear of East Block of Parliament. 

Hill:

09:10 - New Guard and band departs for Cartier 
Drill Hall;
09:43 - New Guard steps off from Cartier Drill 
Hall;
09:50 - Old Guard steps off from behind the East 
Block;
10:00 - New Guard steps onto the grass at 
Parliament Hill;

    10:10 - CSM squares away the parade;
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10:15 - Parade Commander takes over;
10:17 - Inspection of New Guard;
10:25 - Inspection of Old Guard;
10:30 - Exchange of the key;
10:37 - March off; and
11:00 - Back at Cartier Drill Hall, mount busses 
and return to Carleton University.

After lunch, the company conducted training. 
This included physical fitness, first aid, 
weapons handling, communications, etc. 

A few major events highlighted our time at 
the Hill. A tattoo known as Fortissimo kept 
everyone rehearsing and drilling for a very 
long week. A special parade was held for 
Canada Day. Dignitaries continued to visit 
Ottawa demanding Guards of Honour. Days 
off were arranged by shifting off with the 
Canadian Grenadier Guards Company. 

Before we knew it, the parade season was 
over. The Ceremonial Guard was dissolved and 
everyone returned to their home units in time 
to continue with fall training.

My experience with the Ceremonial Guard 
was fulfilling and rewarding. Though there 
were no other members from the 3rd 
Canadian Division in the guards, and very few 
with the band, hopefully, more soldiers will 
discover this hidden opportunity for summer 
employment and will make their way to 
Ottawa.”

As this issue of the Forty-Niner is getting 
assembled, Capt. Whitebone is spending a second 
season with the Ceremonial Guard. He is happy to 
report that three other Eddies have joined him this 
year. Cpl. King (C Coy), Cpl. McKenzie (A Coy), as 
well as Cpl. ******, a musician with the Band of the 
Ceremonial Guard. 

Capt. Whitebone kitted 
out in the Governor 
Generals Foot Guards 
uniform. Photo by: 
Unknown.

Soldiers of the Governor Generals Foot 
Guard Company on Parade. Photo by: 

Unknown.

Cpl. King and Cpl. McKenzie are sharing the 
experience of parading with the Foot Guards as 

well as Cpl. ******, who is a musician. (Drill boots 
with CadPat is only one of the many peculiarities 
of drilling with the Guards). Photo by: Unknown.
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Harvard Navy Aircraft
Written by: HCol. (Ret.-d.) Sandy Mactaggart, CD, OOC, AOE

My partner, Jean de La 
Bruyère, and myself 
came to Edmonton on 13 
December 1952, but did 
not incorporate Maclab 
Construction Company, 
predecessor to our 
present company Maclab 
Enterprises, until 14 April 
1954. 

During our first year of 
operations, we built 44 
houses and lost $393.91. 

During our second year, we built 89 houses in 
Argyll, only one of which was on somebody else’s 
lot. During this time, Jean and I both joined the 
Reserve Canadian Fleet Air Arm as pilots because 
we had earned our pilot licenses in civilian life, and 
we wanted the experience of getting paid for better 
training in a larger aircraft.

Someone in Naval Headquarters had decided that 
after six weeks of operations, Canada’s sole post-
war aircraft carrier, the Magnificent, commonly 
referred to as The Maggie, would start running 
out of pilots and that the cheap way of replacing 
them would be to set up reserve squadrons flying 
Harvard’s in major cities across Canada. 

The deal was that we would fly on weekends, when 
possible, and for a concentrated two-week period 
during summer vacation. We would earn our wings 
after successfully completing three landings on the 
carrier. After a year or so, the Maggie was replaced 
by the Bonaventure, Canada’s last aircraft carrier.

We were very busy building houses by that time, 
but continued our training when possible, although 
not very efficiently. In fact, the Bonaventure was 
scrapped just as we were ready for those carrier 
landings, and so I never did acquire my Navy pilot 
wings because without the carrier, there was no 
need for a surplus of trained pilots in the Navy.

The attached letter was written by me to my father 
in 1956, two years after the incorporation of 
Maclab when I was 28 years old. My father died in 
1961, five years after I wrote this letter, and as his 
Executor I found it amongst his papers. Apparently 
I kept it until now, when going through my own 
saved correspondence, discovering it again 54 
years later. As it describes the enthusiasm of flying 
in a Harvard trainer of VC 924 Calgary Squadron, I 
thought it might interest those who are currently 
undergoing army training in The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment 59 years later.

HCol. (Ret.-d.) 
Mactaggart, photo from 

Forty-Niner, Issue No. 
109.

Harvard Navy aircraft, photo courtesty of: 
http://www.airport-data.com/aircraft/

photo/000001103.html, Airport Data.com
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From the Desk of JHQ
Written and Photos Provided by: 

Lcol. (Ret.-d.) J.H. Quarton, CD, Ldeh, ADC

Dear Editor,

I received the latest Forty-Niner and a very 
informative edition it is. It made me realize that 
I have been remiss in keeping in touch with the 
Regiment.

My name is LCol. (Ret.-d.) J.H. Quarton, CD, Ldeh, 
ADC, a former CO of the Regiment, and I was 
the last WWII wartime soldier to command the 
Regiment. I followed LCol. (Ret.-d.) Ed Piasta as CO.

I served in WWII from 1940-1946 in the South 
Alberta Regt. (29 Cdn. Arm’d Regt.), RCAC 4 Cdn. 
Arm’d Division and ended my wartime service as 
the Technical Quartermaster at HQ 4 Cdn. Arm’d 
Div. I was part of the Canadian Rear Party in Europe 
and did not return to Canada until March of 1946.

Soon after my return, I joined the 19th Alberta 
Dragoons, which was reactivated as a Militia 
Unit under command of Col. John Procter, who 
was the AAQMG of 4th Cdn. Arm’d Div. Many of 
the officers, NCOs, and men were former South 
Alberta Regiment veterans and would, in later 
years, command many of the units of the Militia 
in Edmonton, such as: Brig. B. Bradburn, LCol. A. 
Lavoie, LCol. Darby Nash, LCol. Newt Hughes, LCol. 
E.Hill, and D. Hicks. Brig. Bob Bradburn, I believe, 
was the first post war CO of The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment. 

I served with the 19th Alberta Dragoons until it 
was disbanded in December 1964, and I joined The 
L Edmn R in January 1965 as Capt. Q.M. under LCol. 
Bernie Stanton. I then assumed command of 

7 Ordnance Coy, and after receiving my Reserve 
Officer Staff Course, returned to The L Edmn R as 2 
i/c under LCol. Ed Piasta. I then followed LCol. Ed 
as CO in 1975-1978.

During my years in the Reserve, I was appointed by 
Col. G. Armstrong, Militia Commander, as Aide de 
Camp to the Lieut. Gov. of Alberta, Dr. Percy Page. 
I held this position for 22 years, serving five Lieut. 
Governors of Alberta. 

One of the highlights of those years was getting the 
Reserve Force included, specifically The L Edmn 
R, in the Airborne Parachute Training with the 
Airborne Regiment, so we could take a more active 
role in training exercises with the Regular Force.

In 1983, I was appointed Honorary LCol. of the 
South Alberta Light Horse, a position I held until 
1988. 

My civilian career started with the Edmonton 
Journal in 1946, W.E. Greer Ltd., and finally as 
Vice President of Cantrade International, a trade 
show company that allowed me to travel to many 
countries around the world.

I was President of the 19th Alberta Dragoons 
Association until it was disbanded in 1988, the 
same year my wife, May, and I retired and moved 
to BC. Shortly thereafter, I became President of the 
South Alberta Regiment Veterans Association, a 
position I held until 2013 when we disbanded the 
Association and became part of the South Alberta 
Light Horse Regimental Association, and the South 
Alberta Light Horse Regimental Association, and
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the South Alberta Light Horse Foundation. This 
also included the perpetuation of The 19th Alberta 
Dragoons and The Edmonton Fusiliers.

During my presidency of the South Alberta 
Regiment Veterans Association, we held our annual 
reunions on overseas trips to Europe, and in many 
cities across Canada, including: Halifax, Ottawa, 
Niagara Falls, Medicine Hat, Calgary, Victoria, 
Nanaimo, and Edmonton. We have the distinction 
of being the only Western Regiment to march 
into Parliament buildings and be recognized by 
the Speaker of the House, as well as parading to 
the National War Memorial where our Honorary 
Colonel, Stan Milner, and I laid the Regimental 
wreath at the foot of the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier. 

In all, my wife and I have made 16 trips to Europe 
on Battlefield tours, including this year with the 
Prime Minister to celebrate the 70th Anniversary of 
the Liberation of Holland.

Since my retirement, my wife May, who retired 
from the Law Dept. of Canadian National Railways 
in 1988, have had an active life here in the 
Okanagan Valley. I became involved in public 
service and headed the Economic Development 
Committee here as Chairman for ten years. I also 
took up sailing with a 27 ft. sloop, and served as 
Commodore of the Summerland Yacht Club for a 
number of years.

Now we enjoy our summers in the Valley, and 
spend the winters in Palm Springs, CA. At the age 
of 93, I`m enjoying life, albeit a little slower than I 
used to be.

Our best regards to all,
Harry and May

Leading the parade in Apeldoorn where 
150,000 people lined the streets.

May and I at Camp Westerbork where 
100,000 Jewish men, women, and children, 

were put in cattle cars to concentration 
camps in Poland. “Tracks torn up so as no 

train will ever use them again.”
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Loyal Edmonton Regiment Cadets
Written By and Photos Provided by: Capt. Darby Whitebone

The eight affiliated cadet corps continued with 
another exciting year of training. Special mention 
must be made to several of our cadets who went 
above and beyond for their achievements.

Cadet Jessica Lineham from #2638 Hinton Cadet 
Corps was awarded Top Cadet while training at 
Camp Whitehorse during the summer. 

Cadet MWO Gabrielle Frykberg from #2850 
Grande Prairie Cadet Corps was selected for The 
Loyal Edmonton Regiment’s Citizenship award. 
MWO Frykberg has served with the Grande 
Prairie Corps for the last five years, and she has 
shown outstanding dedication to the Corp. While 
balancing school, work, sports, and other personal 
commitments, she has always made great efforts to 
attended training weekends and evening parades 
(94% attendance record). 

Her mentorship of the junior cadets has helped 
increase the effectiveness of the Corps, while 
helping young boys and girls develop their skills 
in a positive environment. Cadet MWO Frykberg 
placed first in the Alberta Provincial Marksmanship 
Program during the 2015-2016 training year. This 
cadet has also earned: the Cadet Distinguished 
Marksman badge, Excellence in Fitness Award, 
The Lord Strathcona Medal in recognition of 
exemplary performance in physical and military 
training, and the Major General Howard Medal for 
the highest overall assessment on the National 
Star Certification Exam. In civilian life, she has 
graduated from high school with honours, has 
competed in gymnastics and in a biathlon, and has 
recently taken up rock climbing. She does this while 
balancing three part-time jobs. MWO Frykberg is

currently waiting for acceptance into the Royal 
Military College. 

The Regiment congratulates Cadet MWO 
Frykberg achievements by awarding her the 
Cadet Regimental Citizen and Leadership award. 
Congratulations for a job well done. “FEARS NO 
FOE. “

This year, another award went to Cadet Sgt. T.A. 
Angulalik from #3004 Cambridge Bay Cadet Corps 
for the top individual shot in The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment Cadet Shooting Competition. Sgt. 
Angulalik achieved a score of 97 out of a HPS of 
100. His shooting punched out nearly a clean sweep 
of bull’s-eyes that were a mere 1/16th of an inch 
(2mm) wide. This makes him the top scoring cadet 
in the four years that this competition has been 
running.

#1809 Edmonton Cadet Corps won The Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment Cadet Shooting Competition 
after a close tie-in with Cambridge Bay and Grande 
Prairie Corps. This competition took the aggregate 
scores for five shooters for a highest possible score 
of 500. The Edmonton cadets scored an amazing 
437 points. Well done to Cadet MCpl. Stolarchuk, 
MWO Lambe, MCpl. Gierding, WO Gierding, and 
MWO Hornby. 

The Top Loyal Edmonton Regiment Cadet Corps 
was awarded to the #2850 Grande Prairie 
Cadet Corps. For the second year running, 
the Grande Prairie Corps provide the most 
efficient, challenging, and effective training and 
administration.



 2016 October * 67

Forty-Niner

Cadet MWO Gabrielle 
Frykberg, winner of the 

Regimental Citizenship and 
Leadership Award for 2016.

#2850 Grande Prairie 
Cadet Corps,

Regimental History Class.

#2850 Grande Prairie Cadet Corps,
Capt. Whitebone, Cadet Liaison Officer, teaches 

Regimental History.

#2638 Hinton Cadet Corps,
Cadet Jessica Lineham,

Top Cadet, Camp Whitehorse.
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#2638 Hinton Cadet Corps.

#2645 Vermilion Cadet Corps,
in the local jail cell during a visit to the RCMP 

Station, Vermilion.

#2645 Vermilion Cadet Corps,
Winter Exercise, Jan. 2016. #2638 Hinton Cadet Corps,

Cadet MWO Loutan and Cadet Sgt. Loutan 
carry the flags for the Relay for Life Parade.
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My Visit to Hoevelaken
Written By and Photos Provided by: 

Ralph Playdon

On 31 October 2015, my wife and I were able to 
visit the monument erected to Walter Strang in 
Hoevelaken, Holland.  The original monument, 
raised in 1946, read “Here Fell 19-4-’45 W. Strang 
of the Canadian Army”, and was renewed in 2007. 
As many of you know, on 19 April 1945, Walter 
Strang became the last Loyal Edmonton Regiment 
(L Edmn R) member to give his life during World 
War II, in Hoevelaken, Holland. 

He did so after 1,667 days of service and just 
nine days before ceasefire.  Walter, a radio man 
and machine gunner, had volunteered to provide 
radio support to Col. Stone and “D” Company, 
investigating an enemy stronghold. Ken Froland, 
also a radioman, remembers him stepping forward 
and saying “I’ll go” when the call for volunteers was 
made. I hope I can see Ken again at our Association 
Banquet; I would like to sit with him and hear this 
story, and others first hand. 

Our visit was brief, but it was moving. We flew 
to Schipol Airport in Amsterdam with a 20 hour 
layover. An easy 50 minute commuter train ride 
took us directly to Hoevelaken to meet Theo. Theo 
Zuuman, a local resident, was the driving force and 
designer behind the two monuments; the current 
Walter Strang memorial, and the 70th Liberation 
of Holland memorial. I had intended to travel to 
the unveiling of the Liberation memorial in May, 
but was unable to. Theo took us on a drive through 
the Hoevelaken area, showing us the roads where 
The L Edmn R advanced to Hoevelaken, and the 
buildings that were probably used in the advance.   

The drive was quick and before we knew it, we we-

re standing at Walter Strang’s memorial. It was 
beautiful, humbling, and surreal. 

A few feet away, we found ourselves standing in a 
garden of a private residence, where Walter was 
found, slumped against a tree 70 years earlier. A 
different tree now grows in that spot, but this area 
was the last view seen by a real hero; it was an 
honour to be there.

Just blocks walk away was the 70th Liberation of 
Holland memorial. As we walked to the public park 
where the memorial resides, I had a chance to talk 
with a local resident who approached me because 
of my jacket; it seems that my jacket attracted a few 
individuals who were curious about The L Edmn R 
involvement in Holland. 

The Liberation memorial was beautiful. It included 
a large piece of raw granite transported from 
Alberta. I have a replica of that memorial proudly 
displayed on my desk at home. ...Continued on page 
80.

Mr. Playdon at Walter Strang’s 
Memorial.
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Military Police Fund for Blind Children
Written By and Photo Provided by: 

Fred Rolland

Editor’s note: Information regarding the relay was taken directly from the Military Police National 
Motorcycle Relay webpage, About Us. Please visit their website, https://sites.google.com/site/
militarypolicemcrelay/about-us, for more details.

On 6 August 2015, the Military Police Motorcycle 
Relay participants arrived in Edmonton. This relay 
is in its 7th year and is a coast-to-coast ride that 
was designated as the World’s Largest Annual 
Motorcycle Relay.

“The Military Police National Motorcycle Relay 
(MPNMR) was founded in 2009 as a way to build 
camaraderie between Military Police motorcycle 
enthusiasts.  It has grown to become a great 
supporter of charities such as the Military Police 
Fund for Blind Children (MPFBC).  No longer 
limited to Military Police personnel, the ride is now 
open to anyone (military or civilian) who wishes to 
join us for a day, a province or the entire National 
Relay.  The Relay is organized by a National 
Committee and Regional Committees in each 
province.  Please take a few moments to peruse our 
website.  Here you can learn about the history of 
the Relay and the Fund for Blind Children, as well 
as finding information on contacts, registration and 
routes, should you choose to join us.  I hope you 
will. – Tony Brooks, Chief Petty Officer 2nd Class, 
MPNMR National Chair”

Cpl. Sylvain Legrand was the chief organizer of 
the event, and arranged the setup of numerous 
displays, booths, and tables that were lined with 
silent auction items. The displays chronicled the 
conception of the military fund for blind children, 
a fund that our own Col. James Stone instituted, 
canvassing to aid blind children in 1957. He was 
impelled by the plight of his own daughter, Moira 
Stone.

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Association 
continues to donate to this fine endeavour.

Fred Rolland (left) and Cpl. Legrand 
(right) at one of the many displays at the 

event.
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Forty-Niner, 1915, Issue No. 3, Page 7.
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Activities at the Museum
Written By and Photos Provided by: 

Erica Tsui

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment 
Military Museum has had a busy 
year maintaining our collections, 
accepting new donations, updating 
the galleries, completing research 
requests, and providing tours.  

While not fully indicative of the total number of 
visitors who went through the Museum, in 2015 
379 people took the time to sign and comment in 
our visitor book:

• From our local area: 187
• From other parts of Alberta: 96
• From other parts of Canada: 52
• From outside of Canada: 44

Of particular interest are some of the comments 
made by visitors from outside of Canada:

Bangladesh: I had to hold my tears.

China: Very excellent and very good history 
about the army.

England: Very interesting museum.

Germany: An interesting and impressive 
collection of historic items.

Netherlands: If it was not for Canadian soldiers, I 
would not be here.

United States of America: Cousins – Thank you 
for your service.  Well done, comprehensive.

Work began this past year on a major revamping of 
the Griesbach Gallery. A number of display cabinets

were relocated in line with the proposed new motif, 
which will integrate existing displays on the history 
of the 49th Battalion, CEF, and The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment (L Edmn R) while injecting fresh material 
into the gallery.  Erica Tsui, who is a practicum 
student with the Museum for the next year, will be 
working on updating two display cabinets in the 
gallery.  In addition to this ongoing work, a major 
addition was made to the gallery in the form of the 
Robert Surette bronze statue “The Price of Peace”, 
donated to the Museum by former Member of 
Parliament, Peter Goldring. The full-sized original 
statue is located in Ortona, Italy.

Visitors to the Museum’s Griesbach Gallery have 
also been able to view a new temporary exhibit 
focussing on Second World War victory bonds. 
This exhibit was set up by Archives Manager Alisha 
Lyrette as part of the Archives Society of Alberta’s 
Archives Week. The display features victory bond 
posters and advertising material, as well as the 
story of Company Sgt.-Maj. Walter Lawrence Bober 
from C Company, The L Edmn R. Killed in action 
on 10 December 1943, his story was featured in a 
radio advertisement promoting victory bonds. A QR 
code is included in the display to enable visitors to 
listen to the recording on their mobile devices.
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C Company display in Yellowknife, featuring new 
information on Company Sgt.-Maj. Walter Lawrence 

Bober.

A new display was created for C Company by 
practicum student Erica Tsui. The display features 
information on Company Sgt.-Maj. Bober, focussing 
on his service history with the Regiment. His 
medals and an archival photo of Bober are now 
proudly on display in Yellowknife. 

As the Royal Alberta Museum (RAM) prepares to 
move its collections to 
its new home on 104th 
Avenue, a minenwerfer 
belonging to The Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment 
Military Museum’s 
collection, which was 
stored at the RAM, has 
been returned to the 
Prince of Wales Armouries 
Heritage Centre.  
Volunteers have been 
hard at work cleaning the 
mortar and researching 
it for a new permanent 

display. The minenwerfer was originally brought 
back from Europe as a war trophy and was allotted 
to the Great War Veterans’ Association in Vermilion, 
Alberta. It now sits outside of the Griesbach Gallery.

Volunteer Lance Kelly 
meticulously cleaning 

the minenwerfer.

Historical 
interpreters Katlyn 
Ost and Megan Klak 
on Free Admission 

Day.

Volunteer Rory MacDougall giving a tour.

Author Laurel 
Deedrick-Mayne 

reading to the 
Victoria School of the 
Arts Creative Writing 

Club during their 
visit to the Museum.
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Over the course of the year, the Museum provided 
display items and historical information to various 
outside organizations in support of special projects:

• Canada Sports Hall of Fame/The Military 
Museums of Calgary: objects were loaned for 
a new collaborative exhibition titled “Play 
Hard, Fight Hard; Sports and the Canadian 
Military.”

• Military Police Fund for Blind Children: 
a poster board display was created by 
volunteer Erica Tsui highlighting Col. Stone’s 
reasons for creating the Military Police Fund 
for Blind Children.  It was displayed during a 
fundraising event.

• Private Cecil J. Kinross medal ceremony at 
Edmonton’s City Hall: Pte. Kinross’ Victoria 
Cross is now on display at City Hall.

• The Royal Alberta Museum: a flag taken from 
a Balkan Wars gravesite was sent for forensic 
testing.

• Shaw Media: the Museum is providing 
archival photographs to Shaw for use during 
the Remembrance Day ceremony held at the 
Butterdome in Edmonton.

• A variety of schools were provided with 
objects on loan for Remembrance Day 
activities.

• Victoria School of the Arts Creative Writing 
Club: museum artifacts were selected by 
Collections Manager Kathleen Haggerty and 
volunteer Erica Tsui and were presented to 
students as inspiration for a historical writing 
workshop hosted by local author Laurel 
Deedrick-Mayne.

A major project undertaken by Museum volunteer, 
Bruce Hunter, this past year was updating of the 
emergency plan and the creation of an emergency 
kit for the Museum. Emergency plans are guidelines 
that ensure the Museum’s directors, staff, and 
volunteers have the appropriate directions in 
place to deal with both emergency response 
situations and salvage/restoration operations. Our 
emergency plan covers the basement storage area, 
both galleries, and the main office, with different 
potential hazards identified for each location. As a 
living document, the Museum’s emergency plan is 
constantly being reviewed and updated to reflect 
the Museum’s changing circumstances. The basic 
emergency kit was supplied by the Archives Society 
of Alberta as part of their efforts to enhance the 
emergency response efforts of their members. The 
Museum is currently enhancing the kit to meet our 
specific set of potential hazards and needs. 

Project contractor Tracy Cowherd completed the 
Museum’s second educational kit, Op Coyote. The 
educational kits are aimed at making curricular 
connections related to the daily life of First and 
Second World War soldiers. Both kits have been 
circulating amongst local Edmonton elementary 

Bruce Hunter 
explains the new 
emergency kit to 

Museum volunteers 
Rory MacDougall, 

Erica Tsui, and Tom 
Reaume.
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schools and have been receiving rave reviews from 
teachers and students alike.

On both Remembrance Day and the City of 
Edmonton’s Free Admission Day, the public came 
out to the Museum in huge numbers. Visitors were 
able to browse through the galleries and try on 
uniforms and equipment from the Museum’s public 
programming collection. On Remembrance Day, 
many children made a peace dove craft and affixed 
it inside of the Prince of Wales Armouries Heritage 
Centre with messages of remembrance and hope 
for the future. 

In March of 2016, the Museum hosted its Volunteer 
Appreciation Day, which was well attended and 
enjoyed by all.

The 2016 Soldier Through Time summer camp, 
under the direction of camp lead WO (Ret.-d.) Ted 
Howard, was successfully launched for the summer 
season. The camp is a collaboration between the 
City of Edmonton and the Museum, and campers 
learn everything from drill to basic first aid. 

We would like to thank all of our volunteers: Terry 
Allison, Darcia Arndt, Meghan Balske, Tina Beckett, 
Edward Buchholtz, Alycia Christie, Tracy Cowherd, 
Kenneth Dilley, Angie Doumont, Ian Edwards, Steve 
Forth, Aaron Gasparik, Pat Grier, David Haas, Ted 
Howard, Bruce Hunter, Vanessa Johnson, Lance 
Kelly, Megan Klak, Mark Lyrette, Rory MacDougall, 
Chuck Marshall, John Matthews, Eva McPhee, Don 
Miller, Eli Munguia, Lem Mundorf, Craig Nash, 
Ann Nash, Zach Neufeld, Sya Nowicki, Katlyn Ost, 
Tom Reaume, Garnet Rooney, Doris Rudert-Dolby, 
Nick Spillman, Erica Tsui, Maurice White, and 
Elsie White. They have been invaluable additions 
to the Museum team, assisting with collections 
processing, storage upgrades, gallery maintenance, 

and interpretive programming. Our wonderful 
volunteers donated a total of 4,434 hours of their 
time during 2015!

For more information about the Museum’s 
activities, take a look at the Annual Report 
available on our website at www.lermuseum.
org.  Alternatively, check out The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment Military Museum Facebook page or 
follow us on Twitter @49bnlermus.

Continued from page 32, Regimental Bursary...
Is it imperative the information required is legible. 
Complete the form and include:

• Two colour passport photographs, measuring 
2”x2”.

Once the office receives your application, 
processing time is approximately three to six 
months (including delivery time).

Mail your application to:
Record of Service Card
NDI 75 Director Military Careers Administration 
4 National Defense Headquarters
MGen. George R. Pearkes Building,                            
101 Colonel by Drive, Ottawa, ON K1A 0K2
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A Horse Named Dick
Written By: Ian Edwards

In 1931, a Canadian Army 
Veterinary Corps officer 
of the Great War, Lieut.-
Col. David Sobey Tamblyn, 
DSO, OBE, authored the 
book, ‘The Horse in War, 
and famous Canadian war 
horses’. (Kingston, ON, 
Jackson Press.).

He devoted a page to Dick, 
the horse that carried, or 

should we say led, William Antrobus Griesbach, 
in battle in France and Flanders. Brief mention is 
made of another horse, Marie, owned by Griesbach, 
but no further information has survived. After 
the war, in 1919, Lieut.-Col. Tamblyn became the 
Director of Veterinary Services. After numerous 
appointments in this area, he retired from the 
Militia in 1937. Tamblyn wrote:

“Dick was a brown charger of Major-General 
W.A. Griesbach, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O. His early 
life was spent in a racing stable in Edmonton, 
Alberta. He was never quite fast enough to 
win a race; his contribution to the work of the 
stable was rather that of a pace-maker.

In November, 1914, the Third Canadian 
Mounted Rifles were being organized at 
Edmonton, Alberta, and Dick was brought 
into that unit by Lieutenant E.G. Randell [sic, 
Rendell, Edwin Gerald]. Shortly after this 
unit’s arrival in France an order was issued to 
dismount same, and Dick fell into the hands of 
General Griesbach, who rode him continuously 
until the end of the war.

General Griesbach tried to ride Dick during the 
battle of Vimy Ridge, but found that there was 
too much wire. He rode him on August 8, 1918, 
and on the 9th, and thereafter in all the actions 
that took place. On the 2nd September, at Le 
Canal Du Nord, “Dick” was wounded and his 
groom killed. The General states:

“Dick was a very nervous and sensitive horse; 
he knew perfectly well when he was in danger 
and seemed to associate dead men with 
danger, for at the sight of a dead or wounded 
man he always shied violently and had to be 
forced forward.

When Dick was in bad humor he was very bad-
tempered. In Germany, he walked across the 
yard one day and kicked a perfectly innocent 
man, and on another occasion I saw him bite 
a dog with no particular excuse or reason. 
He had a sort of melancholy disposition, and 
never seemed to get much pleasure out of life 
– quite unlike my second horse, Marie, who 
enjoyed every moment.

I remember Dick when serving in the famous 
Forty-Ninth Infantry Battalion; he was a well-
known horse, but not so well-known as his 
gallant and distinguished master who took a 
great pride in his horse.

Dick was returned to Canada and as stabled 
with the Lord Strathcona’s Horse (R.C.) at 
Calgary, Alberta, doing his duty up until August 
2, 1923, when it was my duty to destroy him 
on account of a compound fracture. He died 
while still serving King and country – a noble 
end for a noble creature.”

Photo from The Horse
 in War.
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Faces of the Regiment

A birthday celebration for Museum volunteers Ken 
Dilley (95 years young) and Maurice White (91 years 

young)!

Armoury Christmas Potluck and Gingerbread House 
Contest.

The Regiment’s World War II Veterans with the CO, 
Association Dinner.

Soon-to-be 99 year-old Veteran Norman Olson 
visiting the Museum with his family, and toured 

around by volunteer Ted Howard.

Gentleman’s Lunch, L Edmn R members from the 70s. Attending: Ted Howard, Milt Millie, Tom Holt, 
Lem Mundorf, Cliff Millie, Ralph Playdon, Fred Rowland, Keith Mundorf, Warren Hall, and Hans Brink 

(photographer).
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Jane Todd,
 A Lady of the Regimental Family

Written By and Photos Provided by: 

Maj. (Ret.-D.) David Haas, CD, RMC

Jane Todd was born in 
Hamilton, Scotland, and was 
14 when the Second World 
War broke out. She left 
school and began working 
while her father joined the 
British Army; he later went 
off to France as part of the 
British Expeditionary Force. 
Early the next year he was 
one of the lucky soldiers to 

escape back to Britain via Dunkirk.

Scotland was within reach of 
German Air Force bombers 
coming in over the North 
Sea, and many raids took 
place. A couple of years 
into the war, aged 16, Jane 
began serving as a Warden 
in the Air Raid Precautions 
organization. The next year 
she sought to join the Navy, 
but encountered problems 
because of a possible heart 
condition. 

Like many places in Britain, 
wartime Hamilton had a 
transient flow of foreign servicemen. At one dance 
she met a fellow from The Edmonton Regiment, 
Jimmy Todd, who quickly became persistent in 
his devotion to her. And Jane reciprocated. They 
saw a lot of one another for a short while, until the 
exigencies of war meant it would be a letters only 
relationship for two long years. As the fight was

Jane in 2000 at the 
time of the Forty-

Niner article.

Air Raid Warden, 
Jane’s Air Raid 

Warden card issued in 
1941.

coming to a close, Jimmy 
obtained the requisite 
permission, got leave to 
come over to Scotland, 
and they married.

Rationing was strict in 
Britain, and cloth was 
hard to come by. Two 
of Jane’s aunts helped 
out with the necessary 
ration coupons for Jane 
to get a formal wedding 
gown. The garment saw 
more nuptial service 
later: Jane loaned it to 
several other brides who would not otherwise have 
been able to acquire one.

Soon after their wedding, 
Jimmy rejoined the 
Regiment to finish the 
war in Holland. Once the 
conflict ended, he asked 
to remain overseas so 
that he could see Jane 
from time-to-time, but in 
January 1946 he returned 
to Canada. Jane followed 
in June. A contingent of 
Scottish war brides went 
by train to London where 
they were quartered for 
a few days and had the 

opportunity to take in the formal Victory Parade on 
8 June. Then it was by train to Southampton to

Marriage Permission, the 
army was strict about 

allowing troops to marry.

Jane and Jimmy 
are wed.
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board the liner Queen Mary and cross the Atlantic. 
Jane entered Canada on 15 June through the famed 
Pier 21 in Halifax. From there it was by train to 
Edmonton.

She and Jimmy lived initially at Fedorah, north 
of Edmonton, where Jimmy was a buyer for the 
Alberta Wheat Pool. Their accommodation was 
on the primitive side, and years later Jane would 
recount spending two winters in an uninsulated 
shack—no joy when one is starting to raise a 

family of what grew to be 
five children. Jane’s pride in 
her Scottish heritage was 
displayed by her teaching 
Highland dancing in her new 
land. 

In 1957, Jimmy was promoted 
and they moved to Athabasca, 
where they lived for 18 
years. In April, they returned 
to Scotland for their 30th 
wedding anniversary, and 
got in a visit to the dance hall 
where they had met. Sadly, 

Jimmy succumbed to a massive heart attack that 
fall. Jane moved to Edmonton, where she remained 
until her death this year on 17 January at age 89. 

Jane tells Jimmy she’s in Canada.

Jane in Highland 
dancing attire.

Many women preserve their wedding dress as 
a treasured memento, perhaps to be passed on 
as a family heirloom in the passage of time. Jane 
Todd’s wedding dress launched a late life mission 
for her as a public speaker, outlining her personal 
perspective on the war bride experience to younger 
generations of Canadians. 

After Jane contributed an article on war brides to 
Issue 103 of The Forty-Niner, her public speaking 
mission and full involvement at The Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment’s Museum began. It became 
apparent that Jane was a curator and archivist 
dream, one of those individuals who keep many 
of the seemingly trivial items of life’s activity, as 
well as the more important items in her personal 
collection. In 2001, the Museum decided to use 
Jane’s collection as a foundation in mounting a 
theme exhibition on the story of about 48,000 
war brides and their 22,000 young children being 
brought to Canada at war’s end. 

The display occupied about one third of the 
Stone Gallery. The focal point of the exhibit was 
Jane Todd’s actual wedding dress, displayed on a 
mannequin that she herself contributed, along with 
a mannequin representing Jimmy in battledress 
uniform, and a wedding photograph of them so 
attired over half a century earlier. Many of the 
documents, photographs, and objects displayed 

Jane interviewed in front of her wedding dress 
mannequin.
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elsewhere in the exhibit also came from her.

The exhibition began with a formal opening 
ceremony on the evening of 1 November, at which 
Jane was one of the speakers. The media published 
numerous articles and photographs centring on 
the vivacious and photogenic lady. As time went on, 
Jane became a regular tour guide, showing groups 
through the display. When the theme exhibit 
was taken down, the wedding dress display was 
moved to a central common area cabinet giving 
onto the armouries floor, where it remains. And 
Jane remained ever ready to come in to talk to 
visiting groups. Eventually she developed her own 
travelling exhibition kit, so she could deliver talks 
in various places outside of the Museum.

Looking back, it is apparent that the exhibit of 
Jane’s wedding dress became a magnet for younger 
people—not something they were expecting 
to see in a military museum. Having the dress 
on display, with the story of Jane and Jimmy’s 
love, helps deliver the point that human beings 
at war continue to have private lives despite 
the distortions of an armed conflict. With Jane’s 
contribution, she has helped the Museum continue 
explaining those stories onto the next generation. 

Continued from page 39, The Returned Men...

By the mid-1950s all but a very few of the veterans 
had passed through the University. They left in 
boom years: Alberta’s economy, fueled by the black 
gold discovered in Leduc in 1947 and the optimism 
of the times, was booming; the post-war baby 
boom was in full swing; and the University itself 
was riding the tides of the times—by 1955-56 its 
budget, less than $1.5 million ten years earlier, had 
swelled to almost $5 million and was still climbing.

It was against this backdrop that the veterans left 
campus, eager to make up for lost time. Their 

leaving—unlike their arrival—went largely 
unnoticed. No monument marks their passing. 
Even the Quonset huts that were the longest-lasting 
reminder of their presence have disappeared from 
the now-crowded campus. The returned men came 
and went: their deeds are their legacy; the changes 
they wrought, their monument.

Continued from page 69, My Visit to Hoevelaken...

I really appreciate that 
gift. I also delivered 
gifts from our CO 
and RSM to Theo as 
we finished off the 
afternoon with a coffee 
and sweet at a local 
café. 

I am forever grateful to 
Theo for his work on 
these memorials and 
for a rememberable 
afternoon.  I can totally 
recommend a visit to 
Hoevelaken for any 
of our members who 
find themselves with a 
layover in Amsterdam; 
a beautiful town with significant history.  Even 
without Theo’s assistance, the two memorials are 
within walking distance of the train station and 
both are well worth the visit.

Mr. Playdon (left) and Mr. 
Zuuman (right) at the 

70th Liberation of Holland 
memorial.
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Last Post

Florian Baranec – Born in Chicago, Illinois, in 
1921, Florian passed away in Grande Prairie, 
Alberta on 11 June 2002. In 1942, he enlisted, going 
overseas and eventually becoming a corporal on 
the front lines with his final campaign in Ortona, 
Italy, where he was injured. His funeral was held on 
17 June 2002 at COCO Hall in Wanham, Alberta.

Jack Boddington- Born in Oldham, Lancashire, 
England on 11 October 1926, he passed away 
in Edmonton on 19 April 2016. He joined the 
Manchester Regiment in the closing months before 
VE Day, 1945, and was then commissioned into 
the Lancashire Fusiliers. He served in India during 
the partition years of 1946-7 and commanded 
a platoon of Gurkha soldiers. Boddington was 
discharged from the British Army as a lieutenant 
and joined the staff of HM Prison Service. After 
immigrating to Canada, he renewed his military 
service, joining D Company, The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment, as a lieutenant, commanding the 
company in 1958. 

Lt. Brian John Denness – Passed away on 5 
June 2016. He was a Battle of Britain baby, who 
had a full, and for the most part, a happy life. His 
last posting was with the Eddies as Regimental 
Musketry Officer.  

Sandra Fay Kamminga (nee Park) – Born in 
July 1943, she passed away in Stony Plain on 15 
May 2016. Sandy had many passions: curling, 
competitive country dancing, and volunteering at 
the Prince of Wales Armories - The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment Archives and Museum.

Maj. Norman Bruce Green, MMM, 
CD (Ret.-d.) – Born in Moncton, 
New Brunswick on 13 October 
1940, he passed away on the 24 
April 2016. He was so proud to have 
served with the Black Watch, R.C.R., 
Airborne, P.P.C.L.I., Rocky Mountain 

Rangers, and The Loyal Edmonton Regiment. 
He was selected to serve abroad with the United 
Nations, completing peacekeeping tours in Cyprus 
(UNFICYP 1966), India and Pakistan (UNMOGIP 
1978-79), Syria, Lebanon and Israel (UNTSO 1982-
85 and 1990-92). A memorial service was on 3 May 
2016 at St. Albert United Church.

Jane Todd – Please refer Maj. (Ret.-d.) David 
Haas’ article regarding Jane Todd on page 78. Her 
memorial service was held on 10 February 2016 at 
Connelly-McKinley Funeral Home in Edmonton.

John Gordon Vergo – Born in Tudor, Alberta in 
1925, and passed away in Calgary, Alberta on 16 
May 1997. He served with The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment from April to August 1945. His memorial 
service was held on 22 May 1997 at Foster’s 
Funeral Homes, Garden Chapel, Calgary.

Earl Manson Watt – Passed away on 3 July 1998, 
Earl was a war vet and retired draftsman from the 
Department of Highways. A memorial service was 
held on 6 July 1998 at Neil Bardal Inc., in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba.
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