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Commanding Officer –  Lieutenant-Colonel Kevin J. Weidlich, CD 
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4th Battalion – Kimberly Barracks, Preston, England

Affiliated Regiment
PRINCESS PATRICIA’S CANADIAN LIGHT INFANTRY
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2nd Battalion – Shilo, Manitoba
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The 49th Battalion, The Loyal Edmonton 
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President – Sgt. Brendan Yuill

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Museum 
Foundation

President – LCol. (Ret-d.) L.E. Ahlstrom, KStJ, CD, QC

Museum Director – Capt. (Ret-d.) Terry Allison, CD

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Advisory 
Committee

Representatives of the Senate, Museum, Association, 
and the Regiment.

The Regimental Senate

An advisory committee of all former commanding 
officers of the unit.
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The Association President’s Message

Welcome to this issue of the Forty-Niner, a publication that started one hun-
dred years ago.  Having received it in a few different formats during my own 
service, as well as pouring over older editions at The Loyal Edmonton Regi-
ment Museum, those who have contributed in its production, particularly the 
editors, have a lot to be proud of.  Their disproportionately hard work and 
leadership in publishing our journal has been key in the perpetuation of a liv-
ing historical document that finds its way all over the world.     

Our Association had another good year maintaining the connection between 
the serving members and the veterans, as well as in our regular pattern of 
community support. I would also like to extend my thanks to the Executive 

Committee of our Association for another year of hard work, and to the volunteers who have aided us in 
some of our recent activities: working at the casinos and also in the kit shop.  

Brendan Yuill, President
The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Association

Welcome to the Centenary edition of the Forty-Niner! Throughout this edition, you’ll 
find a few pages from the original 1915 magazine, in particular, our front and back 
cover. I encourage everyone to visit the Museum to check out the original and see how 
it’s evolved over the last 100 years. Some things change, and some things never will. 

I’d like to thank David Haas for the updated version of the original cover that adorns this 
edition. I would also like to thank LCol. Weidlich, Capt. Dumas, Capt. Whitebone, and the 
Museum staff and volunteers, particulary Don, Bruce, Kathleen, Ted, Tom, again David, and Erica. Another 
huge thank you goes to the writers that contributed and the individuals who helped give the “push” for 
articles—your help and guidance has been greatly appreciated! As always, if you have suggestions or 
ideas for the next edition, please contact me or The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Museum.

All the best,
Eileen Brettner 

Editorial
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Fortyniner, 1915 Edition, page 7.
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Indeed, 2014 also marked the 60th anniversary 
of our affiliation with the PPCLI. I’m particularly 
proud of our friendship with the Patricia’s.  The 
secondary title of 4 PPCLI is meant to mark a strong 
sense of kinship with our regular army brethren.  
It is an expression of the close ties we currently 
share, and through our history many of our ranks, 
throughout the decades, have served as members 
and leaders of both regiments. Today, we remain 
the only regiment that retains our distinct regimen-
tal identity and continues with the secondary title. 
This serves as a testament to our standing in the 
community, to our confidence, and to our steadfast 
commitment to professional military service.

Earlier this year one of our soldiers, who recently 
transferred to the Patricia’s, was listening to a 
conversation about our performance on Exercise 
Patricia Villain.  It went something like, “What is up 
with the LER?  Their drills are excellent. They really 
have their [act] together!” Like you, I am very proud
to hear this. At the Canadian Infantry Association, I 

Last fall, I was invited to speak to the Canadian Club 
of Edmonton about Edmonton’s military contribu-
tion to the First World War. It was a daunting task, 
and though I’m a history enthusiast, I’m not a true 
historian; yet, with the help from the talented peo-
ple at the Museum, especially David Haas and Ian 
Edwards (whose new book I ravaged for material), 
I was armed with very valuable insight into our 
past. While I was speaking to this esteemed group 
it struck me that our founder, Maj.-Gen. William A. 
Griesbach, was also one of the founding members 
of the Canadian Club. It was a profound honour to 
speak to this group and to represent the Regiment.  

I’m particularly proud of the professional approach 
that all of our volunteers, our veterans, and our 
current serving soldiers take in serving and pro-
moting the Regiment. The dedicated volunteers at 
the Museum make us punch above our weight in 
the community. Our Association continues to thrive 
through the efforts of our board members and 
volunteers, and the work we do to promote Valour 
Place yields pride and benefits the broader military 
community in many ways. By simply being an ac-
tive member of the Association, you are helping too.  

I would like to see more of our former serving 
members from the 1980s and 1990s become 
involved in the Association. Please volunteer for 
the board and run for an executive position—to 
be healthy, we rely on a constant flow of new and 
dedicated people. 

Last year marked the Princess Patricia’s Canadian 
Light Infantry (PPCLI) centenary and we partici-
pated in the Patricia’s 100th anniversary commemo-
ration. Our affiliation to this fine regiment remains 
strong.

Words from our Commanding Officer
Written by: LCol. Kevin Weidlich, CD
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I was talking with the commanding officer of the 
Lake Superior Scottish Regiment (LSSR). In a 
meeting, his senior officers told him that the LSSR 
should follow The Loyal Edmonton Regiment’s 
example of professionalism. This was one of the 
highest compliments I have ever received and I was 
proud to take it on behalf of each and every one of 
our troops. Our professionalism yielded results. We 
started the training year with the goal of conduct-
ing all field training using live fire. This challenged 
us to deliver effective and safe training as we pro-
gressed through our battle task standards. And we 
did it. We achieved a live-fire capability at the pla-
toon level during Ex. Coyote Warrior last April. This 
is far above normal expectations and reflects well 
upon us. We delivered training in a creative and 
flexible way that allowed us to progress through all 
gateways of each exercise.  

C Coy in Yellowknife integrated well with the unit 
in our winter warfare exercise, Ex. Northern Coy-
ote. At every opportunity throughout the year, 
soldiers from C Coy joined our training, regardless 
of whether was in the North or in Wainwright. This 
makes for excellent unit cohesion and prepares our 
soldiers well. This past year marked the change of 
command of C Coy from Maj. Conrad Schubert to 
Capt. Jayson Tarzwell. Maj. Schubert was the found-
ing officer commanding this sub-unit and he has 
taken it from an idea to a reality and initial oper-
ating capability one year ahead of schedule—no 
small feat.  

He has become an integral part of the Yellowknife 
community and while he no longer has the role 
of commanding C Coy, he will continue on as an 
important part of our unit’s success in the North. 
He continues his part-time service with the brigade 
headquarters as the chief IA as part of the new 
Influence Activities Coordination Cell. Capt. Tar-
zwell joins us by way of Joint Task Force (North) 
Headquarters and prior to that, the Royal Canadian 
Regiment and the Military Police. He has already

made his mark on the company and I’m looking for-
ward to seeing him expand the company to achieve 
full operating capability.  

Our Band has also seen a significant increase in 
requests for performances. This is the natural re-
sult of excellent performances and word-of-mouth 
praise, giving us greater exposure in the commu-
nity. This exposure helps people understand more 
about what we do. In the long run, it means that 
more recruits sign up. The Band is integral to our 
health as a full unit.

Last year, our Regiment was awarded the Afghani-
stan Theatre Honour.  Since then, many of our 
soldiers have asked me if we will have this battle 
honour emblazoned on our Regimental Colour. This 
makes a lot of sense and I’m very supportive of the 
idea. We will most certainly have Afghanistan on 
our Regimental Colour in due course, but I want to 
remind all ranks that this is a very long process and 
we must take into consideration that our colours 
are very old—48 years old to be exact. We received 
guidance from the Army G1 on the process, and 
our current colours are too old to withstand the 
exercise of stitching the latest battle honour on 
them. It is for this reason that we will not have the 
Afghanistan Theatre Honour emblazoned on the 
current version of our Regimental Colour. So, when 
we replace the colours, we will have Afghanistan on 
the new colour. Naturally, this leads to the question 
of when we will do that. This will correspond to the 
time when we undergo a change of the sovereign. 
To do so sooner at this point in Her Majesty’s reign 
would be unwise for simply practical reasons.  

This next year we will be participating in Exercise 
Grizzly Defender in Wainwright in August, as well 
as the Canadian Patrol Competition later this fall. It 
will be a very active year for the unit. I look forward 
to challenging the unit in the upcoming training 
year and achieving even greater success.  I know 
that we are up to the task.
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Editors’ Note: A detailed description of the Men’s Christmas Dinner tradition is showcased in the No. 113 edi-
tion of the Forty-Niner. Below is an excerpt from the previous article, followed by photographs of the awards 
received in 2014. 

“The “Men’s Christmas Dinner” tradition was introduced into British Army customs compliments of the 
Roman Legions.  The much older practice originates from the Roman Legions that celebrated the festival 
of Saturn while in Britain.  There, the Commanders at this festival would treat their soldiers to a feast as 
the guests of honour—symbolic of their appreciation for their loyal service and for their endurance.  The 
Canadian Army practices this custom.  It is in that spirit, where each year before soldiers stand down for 
Christmas, that the officers and senior NCOs serve the soldiers dinner—in appreciation for the their loy-
alty and devotion to Regiment and Country.

Apart from opportunities throughout the training year, awards are presented during the dinner while in 
the presence of veterans and members of The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Association. This year, the Sol-
dier’s Christmas Dinner was held in the Warrant Officers’ and Sergeants’ Mess, 13 December 2014.  This 
year’s presentations are as follows:”

LCol. Weidlich and RSM Deegan 
present Sgt. Pylypow with his Canadian Forces 

Decoration.

Col. Conrad presents Cpl. Vandoremalen with the 41 
CBG Commander’s Coin in recognition for her ster-

ling support to 41 CBG as the Regimental Ops Clerk.

Soldier’s Christmas Dinner Presentations
Photos by: Mr. Grant Cree, The Western Sentinel

Written by: Capt. Rick Dumas, Adj. 
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Col. Conrad presents Sgt. Hatch with the 41 CBG 
Commander’s Commendation in recognition 

for his performance during the Annual 
Brigade Training Event.

Col. Conrad presents WO Thir with the 41 CBG Com-
mander’s Commendation in recognition for his 
leadership and performance during the Annual 

Brigade Training Event.

LCol. Weidlich and RSM Deegan present Cpl. Johnson 
with his promotion to MCpl.

CO and RSM with WO Ellett, present Cpl. Hocket with 
the Top Musician’s Award. She has stood out given 

her dedication and expertise to the
 L Edmn R Band.
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HLCol. Stanton with CO and RSM present MCpl. Liaw 
with the Top Marksman Award.

HCol. Erker with CO and RSM present Cpl. Van-
doremalen with the Top Soldier Award.  

CO and RSM present Sgt. Hatch with the 
Top Sergeant Award. 

The CO presents Lt. Papuschak with the Top Lieuten-
ant Award for the second consecutive year. He also 

serves as ADC to the Lieutenant-Governor of Alberta.
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The CO presents Cpl. Boon with the Commanding 
Officer’s Commendation. Notice how the Christmas 

tree is eclipsed by his presence.    

The CO presents Cpl. Jacquard with the Commanding 
Officer’s Commendation. 

Cpl. Michelin is formally rebadged into The L Edmn R 
by our HCols, CO, and RSM.
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Loyal Eddies Recognized
Photos by: Cpl. Debbie Hockett

Captions Written By: Capt. Rick Dumas, Adj.

Upon retirement, Cpl. G.C. Walker is presented with 
his clasp to the Canadian Forces Decoration, 

4 February 2014, while on parade.

Sgt. Hockett is promoted to WO by the CO while on 
parade—he’s already feeling the burden of leader-

ship.

Capt. Papuschak fires off his first salute as a newly 
promoted captain. He was promoted by the CO while 

on parade.
Cpl. F. Corey is presented with his official status as a 

L Edmn R member while on parade.
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Sgt. Warren Rubin being promoted to WO while on 
parade.

WO John Bird being promoted to MWO while on 
parade.

WO Don Ellett (right) accepting a regimental plate, 
on behalf of the band, for his service from WO John 
Bird (left) at his retirement dinner in January 2015.
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Promotion List for 2014

Pascoe, J.D.A, Lt.
Papuschak, C.D., Capt.

Pasolli, A.R., Capt.
Bird, J.R., MWO

Denny, M.R., MWO
Hockett, D.C., WO
Rubin, W.M., WO
Harder, J.J., MCpl.

Johnsen, M.A., MCpl.
Weir, B.F.H., MCpl.

Allooloo, D.E.T., Cpl.
Castel, C.B., Cpl.
King, R.J., Cpl.

King, M.R., Cpl.
Neilson, C.A., Cpl.
Pinsent, R.J., Cpl.

Post, P.H., Cpl.
Rachkewich, D.J., Cpl.

Wrigglesworth, P.C., Cpl.

The Regiment would also like to extend a big congratulations and well done to Brigadier-General Paul 
Bury, former CO of The Loyal Edmonton Regiment, and Honorary Colonel Dennis Erker. 

Mr. Bury has been promoted to the rank of Major-General and has been
appointed as Chief of Reserves and Cadets in Ottawa. Mr. Erker is the recipient of 

The Alberta Order of Excellence for 2015.

Awards, Citations, Appointments, 

Promotions
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Honorary Colonel Awarded 
Honorary Law Degree

Written By: Office of the Registrar, University of Alberta

Submitted by: LCol. Kevin Weidlich, CD
Dennis Erker has 
been a driving 
force in advancing 
the quality of 
life of Albertans. 
He was born in 
Saskatchewan and 
spent his early 
years there prior to 
moving to Alberta 
to complete his high 
school education.

Upon graduation, 
he attended the 
University of Alberta 

in the Faculty of Education before entering the 
business world. His professional path ultimately led 
to the formation of a long-standing partnership in 
the Fairley Erker Advisory Group, which has grown 
to be one of Canada’s premier estate planning and 
group insurance brokerage firms. Mr. Erker earned 
the designation of Chartered Life Underwriter from 
his industry. He is a charter member and past Chair 
of the Conference for Advanced Life Underwriting 
(CALU), a national advocacy group that focuses 
on legislative and public policy issues related 
to insurance, wealth creation, and retirement 
planning. He is also a graduate of the Alberta 
School of Business Institute of Corporate Directors.

Mr. Erker’s service on several notable boards 
includes the Workers’ Compensation Board, 
Alberta Securities Commission, Novatel, First 
Canadian Insurance, Millennium Insurance, Coal 
Valley Investment Corporation, Canadian Hydro 
Developers, and Corus Entertainment Inc. 

He was a founding board member of IncomeAlta 
and IncomeAlta II. A tireless volunteer, Mr. Erker 
has chaired the World Wheelchair Basketball 
Championship, the University of Alberta Wall of 
Fame Dinner, the University of Alberta President’s 
Council and the Edmonton Eskimo Football Club. 
He has served on Edmonton Northlands, the 
Canadian Football League Board of Governors 
and the 2001 World Championship in Athletics. 
He has also been a director/committee member 
for the Citadel Theatre, Minerva Foundation and 
Edmonton Community Foundation, as well as a 
past president of the Edmonton Life Underwriters 
Association.

He served as vice-chair of the capital campaigns 
for both the Mazankowski Alberta Heart Institute 
and the Stollery Children’s Hospital. An Honorary 
Colonel with The Loyal Edmonton Regiment, Mr. 
Erker also took on a leadership role in establishing 
Valour Place, a 12-suite residence for members 
of the military and the RCMP and their families 
to stay, free of charge, while receiving medical or 
rehabilitation treatments in Edmonton. 

He is a recipient of the Commander Canadian Army 
Commendation, the Meritorious Service Medal, 
Alberta Centennial Medal and Queen Elizabeth 
Gold and Diamond Jubilee Medals. He has also 
received the City of Edmonton Salute to Edmonton 
Community Service Hall of Fame award and the 
Edmonton United Services Institute Community 
Appreciation award. A catalyst in our community, 
Dennis Erker has built an extraordinary network of 
support to galvanize momentum and commitment 
around important projects benefitting current and 
future generations.
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Maurice White Honoured
Photos Taken By: Violete Lalonde, City of Edmonton

On 17 March 2015, Maurice White was honoured 
for his service with the World War Two Devil’s 
Brigade by the City of Edmonton. The below 
information is provided from the website, 
First Special Service Force, http://www.
firstspecialserviceforce.net/history.html, which 
includes detailed information on this unit.

“Properly designated as the 1st Special 
Service Force, the Devil’s Brigade was a 
joint World War II American-Canadian 
commando unit trained at Fort Harrison 
near Helena, Montana in the United States. 
Many modern American and Canadian 
Special Forces units trace their heritage 
to this unit. The 1st Special Service Force 
was officially activated on July 20, 1942 
under the command of Lt. Colonel Robert 
T. Frederick. Much feared for their  fighting 
prowess, the monicker “The Black Devils” 
was adopted after the discovery of the 
personal diary of a German officer referring 
to “die schwarzen Teufeln (the Black 
Devils).”... With blackened faces, small units 
would often overwhelm German defenders 
without firing a shot, and then disappear 
into the night.”

The Regiment is proud and honoured to have 
Maurice White as one of its veterans. With his 
continuous volunteer work and his dedication 
to the City of Edmonton, the Regiment, and his 
country, congratulations and thank you, Maurice!
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Fire Hall #9, Calgary
Written by: Sgt. Brendan Yuill

Last winter was my first trip back to Calgary since A Coy was called up as part of the flood mitigation 
efforts in 2013. My platoon’s experience was more benign and grenade-free than that of our neighbours. 
Our designated area, the community of Ogden, was not greatly affected by the flooding, but it bordered 

areas that were. Of particular interest was a rail bridge that was in danger of being swept downriver, but 
our involvement with that was a brief stint with traffic control late one evening.    

Initially, we were sent to the area with little to no support or direction from anyone as to how the City of 
Calgary would employ us. It also turned out that the local Legion Hall, which we were told would be of use 

to us to stage from, had been boarded up for years. Thankfully Fire Hall #9 was a couple of blocks away 
and the firefighters opened their doors to us.  

Their hospitality was gracious to the point where they wouldn’t accept any money for the platoon-sized 
Tim Hortons run that materialized. Having already canvassed the troops for their contribution, I put 

forward that we should buy the station a framed copy of the Regimental Colours for their Hall from the 
proceeds. 

Though it has been a couple of years, and many of the firefighters had rotated to other stations, there 
were a few familiar faces that were still there. They had a new captain too, who looked awfully familiar.  

Thanks again, Fire Hall #9, A Coy will forever remember your gracious hospitality. 
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Volunteer and Employer Recognition

Sean Paszek, left, of ProStar Well Services, 
receives a Certificate of Appreciation 

from LCol. (Ret.-d) Tom Reaume, right, 
Association Casino Coordinator for 

volunteering at The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment’s Association annual casino. 

Thanks for your hardwork, Sean!

Canadian Forces Liason Council Provincial 
Awards Ceremony

Employers 28 March 2015.

Top left: Edmonton Fire Department for Cpl. 
D.J. Rachkewich. Top right: Tervita Production 
Services with Cpl. W. Brettner. Bottom Centre: 
Public Works Government Service Canada for 

Capt. Bryn Wright.
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2014 Annual Historical Report

OVERVIEW

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment (L Edmn R) (UIC 
5122) has had an intensive training year. The 
unit had a total strength of 221 all ranks. We have 
conducted some exciting and rewarding training 
throughout the year. A and B Coy remain at Brig. 
James Curry Jefferson Armoury which is located at 
11630-109 Street, Edmonton, AB, T5G 3H6. C Coy 
currently parades out of Diamond Plaza Main Floor 
which is located at 5204-50th Avenue, Yellowknife, 
NT, X1A 1E2.

ROLE

L Edmn R’s role continues to generate and sustain 
combat effective infantry soldiers that are focused 
on basic infantry skills. This includes the ability to 
operate in Winter Warfare conditions in order to 
serve on operations at home and abroad.

INFANTRY BATTALION – HOME STATION (A 
AND B COY)

January 2014 to March Activities 

Regular unit parading and training resumed in 
January 2014. Soldiers of the Regiment started 
practising winter warfare skills and patrolling skills 
in preparation for relevant unit exercises such as 
EX. NORTHERN COYOTE in 2015. Specifics are as 
follows:

1 Jan – New Year’s Levee: Officers and SNCOs of the 
L Edmn R attended the annual New Year’s Levee, 
which is hosted by the Lt. Gov. at Government 
House.

25 Jan – 2 March – Weapons Detachment Member 
(WDM) Course: The unit ran a WDM course which 
qualified members to fire the C6 in light and SF 
roles.

8-16 Feb – LOSV Course: In accordance with the 
continued push to improve the unit’s Winter 
Warfare Capabilities, the unit qualified members on 
LOSVs in Edmonton and Wainwright.

5-10 Feb – Winter Survival Course: Members from 
A Coy participated in Winter Survival training in 
Yellowknife.

7-9 March – Ex. Aggressive Grizzly: Members from 
A and C Coy participated in a Coy level exercise 
focused on patrolling and FIBUA training.

20-23 March – Ex. WOLVERINE SHOOTER: A Coy 
provided both range staff and shooters for a C6 
Shoot in Yellowknife.

April to August Activities

5 April – Ex. Coyote Play: To celebrate the unit’s 
107th birthday, a day of sports and competition was 
planned for the parade square and a BBQ was held 
afterwards.

11-13 April – Ex. Coyote Stealth: A patrolling 
exercise was held in Wainwright. Troops from both 
A and C Coy attended.

23 April – Change of Command Ceremony: A 
parade was held in Jefferson Armouries. Command 
of the unit passed from Maj. McCully to LCol. 
Weidlich.
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18 June – Basic Military Swim Standard (BMSS): 
Members of A and B Coy qualified for the minimum 
swim standard in the PSP pool at CFB Edmonton.

12-18 July – Nijmegen March: An eleven member 
team was sent to the Netherlands to participate in 
the annual Nijmegen march, along with 13 other 
teams from the Canadian Forces which included a 
team from each PPCLI battalion.

4-5 May – Ex. Coyote Strike: Coyote Strike was 
an exercise focused on Advance to Contacts. The 
exercise culminated in a live fire C6 (SF Role) shoot.

24-30 August – Ex. Western Defender: Members 
from both A Coy and C Coy participated in the 
year’s week-long brigade exercise. The unit 
provided one platoon and a significant amount of 
staff. The exercise involved raids, deliberate attacks, 
advances to contact, and culminated in a FIBUA 
exercise.

September to December Activities

13 September – Unit PRV: The training year began 
with a day to deal with pers. admin. and confirm 
that pers. files were up-to-date.

20-21 September – Coyote Sharpshooter: The first 
exercise was a PWT3 qualification shoot for C7 and 
C9. A shotgun familiarization shoot was also held.

18 October – Association Dinner: The Regimental 
Association Dinner was held by The Loyal 
Edmonton Regimental Association in the WOs’ 
and Sgts’ mess in order to raise money for the 
Association.

24-26 October – Coyote Bastion: Coyote Bastion 
was a defensive exercise held in Wainwright.

8 November – CBRN Training: November 8 was 
a chemical, biological, radioactive, and nuclear 
weapon training day intended to re-qualify 
members of the unit in CBRN.

Remembrance Day: A Coy and B Coy held a parade 
at City Hall.

14-16 November – Ex. Coyote Strike: Ex. Coyote 
Strike was a Jungle Lanes exercise intended to 
qualify members in pairs live firing.

5 December – Griesbach Dinner: The annual L 
Edmn R Officers’ Griesbach Dinner was attended 
by such dignitaries as Laurie Hawn and Mayor Don 
Iveson.

6 December – Officers’ Range Shoot : The officers of 
the L Edmn R held a shoot meant to improve their 
soldiering skills on weapons systems such as the 
9mm Browning and C7 Assault Rifle.

15 December – The Men’s Christmas Dinner was 
held in the Sgts’ and WOs’ mess before the unit 
stood down for Christmas break.

INFANTRY BATTALION – YELLOWKNIFE 

(C COY)

January 2014 to March Training

7-9 March- Ex. Aggressive Grizzly; and

29 March – Frost Bite 45 (ski/snowshoe race).

April to August Training

17-19 May – Ex. Wolverine Breacher;

7 June – Relay for Life, Cdn. Cancer Society 
Fundraiser;

1 July – Canada Day Parade Yellowknife;



       2015 October * 21

Forty-Niner

16-24 August – Ex. Belligerent Grizzly;  and

18-30 August – Op. Nanook.

September to December Training

14-15 September – APRV; 

24-26 September – Ex. Coyote Sharpshooter;

24-27 October – Ex. Coyote Bastion;

11 November – Remembrance Day Parade;

14-16 November – Ex. Coyote Strike;

22-24 November – Ex. Wolverine Club; and

15 December – Soldier’s Christmas Dinner.

LOYAL EDMONTON REGIMENT BAND

During the past calendar year, the Band contin-
ued its regular cycle of training and rehearsing. 
The Band strength started the year at 19. We had 
two successful transferees in from the Ceremonial 
Guard and one in process. We had three personnel 
in the process of transferring out. The Loyal Ed-
monton Regiment Band Drum Line played a signifi-
cant role in many engagements including the PPCLI 
Centennial Celebrations. The Full Concert Band 
performed at several events including a concert for 
the Kipnes Centre for Veterans annual fundraiser 
event. The Clarinet Quartet has made a name for 
itself with performances at the Debney WOs’ and 
Sgts’ mess dinner and at the Kipnes Centre. The 
Stage band, popular with the members of the Band, 
continues to grow in popularity, showing off its 
talent, including vocals on Remembrance Day and 
mess dinners. Members of the Band have been in-
volved with Cadet Music training camps in Penhold 
and their QL assessments here in Edmonton. Per-
sonnel also supported The RCA Band in Edmonton, 

the CFLTC Music in Borden, the Ceremonial Guard 
in Ottawa, and the PPCLI 100th anniversary celebra-
tions. Engagements during this past calendar year 
that the Band supported were as follows:

8 March – Royal Commonwealth Society mess din-
ner, Concert Band and Drum Line, Edmonton;

19 March – SAV visit, all ensembles, Edmonton;

26 April – 15 Field Amb. mess dinner; Clarinet 
Quartet, Edmonton;

27 April – St. Georges’ Day Parade, Augment KOCR 
Band, Calgary;

24 May – L Edmn R Regimental Retirement, Con-
cert Band, Edmonton;

30 May – Calgary Garrison’s Officers’ mess dinner, 
Augment KOCR Band, Calgary;

9 August – The PPCLI 100th anniversary dinner, 
Drum Line, ASU Edmonton;

13 September – The Alberta Sheriff ’s mess dinner, 
Concert Band and Drum Line, Edmonton;

30 October – Legion Poppy Campaign Kick-off, 
Poppy Pinning of the Mayor, Concert Band, Edmon-
ton;

8 November – Jefferson Armory, WOs’ and Sgts’ 
mess dinner, Concert Band, Edmonton;

11 November – Remembrance Day Ceremony, Full 
Parade Band, Edmonton;

11 November – Remembrance Day Reception, Stage 
Band, Edmonton;
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13 November – Edmonton Oilers CAF Appreciation 
Game, Drum Line, Edmonton;

20 November – Kipnes Centre for Veterans, Concert 
Band and Drum Line, Edmonton;

3 December – LFWA Commander at Home 
Reception, Drum Line, Edmonton;

5 December – Jefferson Officers’ mess Griesbach 
dinner, Concert Band, Edmonton;

6 December – St. Barbara’s Day mess dinner, 
Augment KOCR Band, Calgary; and

14 December – L Edmn R Soldier’s Christmas 
Dinner, Concert Band and Stage Band, Edmonton.

AFFILIATED CADET CORPS

The L Edmn R was affiliated with seven Army 
Cadet Corps in Northern Alberta, Yukon, and 
the North West Territories (NWT) during the 
subject reporting period. The affiliated corps in 
Bechoko, NWT was closed due to lack of support 
to the corps by the local community. Liaison visits 
were conducted to five of the corps by Capt. D. 
Whitebone. On these visits, the evenings were 
reserved so that the Cadet Liaison Officer could 
give classes on Regimental Customs and Traditions. 
The visit locations and corresponding dates 
occurred as follows: 

• Edmonton: 18 Sept 13;

• Slave Lake: 13 Feb 14;

• Grande Prairie: 26 Feb 14;

• Hinton: 12 Feb 14; 

• Vermilion: 25 Sept 14; and

• Whitehorse, Fort Smith, and Cambridge Bay: 
Not visited.

Regimental activities that involved/included the 
Cadet Instructor Cadre (CIC) officers and/or cadets 
were:

• Men’s Christmas Dinner (officers only);
• LGov’s Levee;
• Officers’ mess dinner (officers only);
• Association dinner and annual meeting;
• Swearing in of a new CIC officer;
• $650.00 of regimental accoutrements was 

purchased and delivered to Grande Prairie 
Cadet Corps; and

• Supplying of regimental hat badges to 
Cambridge Bay Cadet Corps.

The following on-going activities were organized 
for all affiliated cadet corps:

• Affiliated Corps Regimental Shooting 
Competition won by #2850 Grande Prairie 
with an aggregate score of 416/500;

• Affiliated Corps Regimental Top Shot Award 
won by MCpl. G. Frykberg, #2850 Grande 
Prairie, with a score of 93/100;

• Affiliated Corps Regimental Achievement 
Awards; and

• Affiliated Corps Regimental Top Corps Award 
won by #2850 Grande Prairie.

For the remainder of the training year, and 
extending into early 2015, L Edmn R will 
continue to provide regular support to the 
affiliated cadet units.

EQUIPMENT AND PROPERTY

The Regiment continued its scheduled maintenance 
cycle throughout the training year, which ensured 
that the unit’s weapons, vehicles, and general 
stores were kept serviceable.
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Fortyniner, 1915 Edition, page 10.
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The FortyNiner Centenary
Written by: Major (Ret-d.) David Haas, CD, rmc

CENTENARY

In late 1915, the 49th Battalion (49th) of the 
Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) was finishing 
their training in southern England and getting 
ready to ship out to Flanders and the Western 
Front. Sometime in the late summer, we’re not quite 
sure when, the unit published a little magazine 
called The Fortyniner, professionally printed and 
supported by advertising from British merchants in 
the area of the Folkstone camp. The price marked 
on the cover was sixpence—“6d” in the old British 
designation.

The Fortyniner is now one of Canada’s oldest 
military magazines. In the century since its birth, 
it has evolved from being the magazine of an 
active service unit to a regimental journal directed 
to past and present soldiers of the unit, and 
other interested persons, with articles spanning 
over regimental history, heritage, and on-going 
existence.

VARIATION IN NAME

The first issue had a peculiarity in nomenclature. 
The cover styled the magazine The Fortyniner, 
but inside it was titled The Forty-Niner. How this 
inconsistency arose is unknown—possibly a 
printer’s error or perhaps the result of one person 
preparing the artistic cover and others the interior 
text. The discrepancy has been preserved as a 
regimental quirk.

ORIGINAL COVER

The cover was drawn by 
George Brown, a member 
of the 49th who was 
also an accomplished 
artist. Although the 
charging soldier 
depicted bore little 
resemblance to what the 
unit encountered soon 
after actual combat in 
Flanders, the further 
seven issues that were 
printed in the course of 
the conflict used Brown’s 

original cover design, and later brought in the 
new 49th cap badge, which Brown later designed. 
There was an exception, however, which was an 
issue that emphasised unit honours called the 
Decoration Number, bearing the regimental badge 
and a picture of the Regiment’s first Victoria Cross 
winner, Pte. J.C. Kerr.

DUPLICATED NUMBERING

That Decoration Number was also interesting 
because it bore no issue number on the cover. 
Inside, it was clearly designated as Issue No. 6. 
From internal evidence, this issue appeared in early 
1917. However, about a year later, another Issue 
No. 6 appeared, then after the Armistice there was 
a final edition, marked Issue No. 7, for the active 
service unit as it awaited return to Canada. But 
there had been eight issues in all for the wartime 
unit. 

Drawn before the Battalion 
encountered the reality of 
First World War combat.
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PEACETIME CONTINUATION

In 1929, the 49th Battalion Association decided 
to revive the magazine as its journal. The new 
Fortyniner stuck with George Brown’s tried and 
true cover design for its bi-annual publication. It 
also corrected the erroneous numbering sequence 
of the wartime Fortyniner, so that the new series 
began with Issue No. 9. The primary focus of the 
renewed Fortyniner was the returned veterans and 
their activities. Historical articles also came to print 
as the men who fought the war began to tell of their 
experiences in the ghastly conflict.

Over time, The Fortyniner’s considerable content of 
first-hand historical recollections from two large 
scale wars, and other conflicts, has made it a useful 
resource for historians. 

During the interwar period, the magazine also kept 
association members up-to-date on activities in 
the militia unit perpetuating the 49th, which went 
through reorganizations and retitlings over the 
period; I will simply refer to it as The Edmonton 
Regiment.

A NEW WAR, A NEW 
COVER

By 1940, there was a 
new war on, and a new 
cover design was insti-
tuted to recognise the 
soldiers of the current 
conflict to which The 
Edmonton Regiment 
was contributing an 
active service unit over-
seas, while continuing a 
tribute to those who had 
served in the previous 
war. There is, unfortu-
nately, no record of who

devised and drew this new design, which continued 
in use through the war and on into the new peace, 
lasting until 1947.

Over the years, the Museum has received copies 
of Second World War Fortyniners with notes from 
donors explaining that the Regiment’s serving sol-
diers overseas were sent copies, and that they had 
preserved theirs. As I recall, one veteran mentioned 
toting his copies around in his kitbag. For the 
troops of the new war, getting The Fortyniner was 
a welcome contact from home, and one reminding 
them of their military heritage.

THE LONGEST COVER

The long lasting third 
cover design appeared in 
1948. It was designed by 
the editor, Norman Cook. 
His daughter, Gwyn 
Bailey, once informed me 
that she recalled see-
ing her father work on 
the design. Norm was 
a newspaperman who 
served with the unit in 
the First World War. In 

the course of that con-
flict, he was on leave in 
London and managed to 
have a long chat with
King George V. At one 

time, he was the editor/publisher of the Wain-
wright Star. He died in 1952.

His design was highly symbolic, representing 
soldiers of the First and Second World Wars, their 
grim work done and shaking hands in front of a flag 
draped monument bearing the Regiment’s badge. 
To one side of the monument, a reader can see the 
devastation of war, and to the other side the pros-

The second design 
emphasised continuity of 

the Regiment between the 
wars.

The third design again 
emphasized service in the 
two World Wars, and was 

destined to run for just over 
half a century, longer than 

most military careers.



26 * October 2015

Forty-Niner

perity of peace. With minor revisions, Norm’s cover 
ran continuously for the next half century, outlast-
ing the careers of many of the soldiers who served 
in the unit during its lifetime.

With the January 1954 issue, The Fortyniner cut 
back to publishing once a year. There was a note 
about the difficulty of getting articles. A familiar 
theme with editors!

I took the helm of The Fortyniner in 1998 and 
decided to retire Norm’s cover and move to a new 
design. Inspired partly by seeing the more mod-
ern appearance of the regimental magazine of our 
allied British regiment, I wanted something which 
would feature a photograph that changed each 
year. I felt the long-time cover now had a distinctly 
dated look. Some veterans I spoke to were also of 
this opinion. When I canvassed a few members of 
the serving unit, there was unanimous approval for 
changing the cover. 

The irrepressible Mark Wankiewicz quipped of the 
existing cover: “Shouldn’t those guys have their 
sleeves rolled up to reveal bulging biceps?” The 
symbolic cover indeed had much in common with 
Soviet propaganda art of the forties. My predeces-
sor as editor, Ian “Whitey” Edwards, explained that 
it was actually an artistic style that was also com-
mon in Alberta government artwork. However out-
dated its style became, Norm’s design retains the 
distinction of being The Fortyniner’s most enduring 
cover.

THE PRESENT 
COVER

For the inaugural issue 
of the new design, the 
photograph selected 
featured two drums 
and a bugle held by 
the Museum. The 
drums were from the 
49th Battalion and the 
1st Battalion, The Ed-
monton Regiment. The 

bugle was played by 
the unit bugler at Mons 
as part of a mass cer-
emony sounding cease 
fire at 1100 hours on 

11 November 1918. This choice of objects was in-
tended to emphasise the commitment of the new 
Fortyniner in respect of the Regiment’s heritage. 
The excellent photography was done by a profes-
sional at the Edmonton Sun, which was handling 
assembly and printing. He was a bit surprised at 
the swift rejection of his suggestion to add a pow-
der horn to the collage!

The fourth cover still bears the badge which, with 
changes reflecting the 1933 alliance with The 
Loyal Regiment (North Lancashire), and the sub-
sequent addition of the word Loyal to the Regi-
ment’s title—with some artistic variation—is still 
the badge designed by George Brown in 1916. 
The charging soldier he drew for the cover of the 
first Fortyniner the previous year is now used 
by the museum in combination with the current 
regimental badge as the Museum logo. George 
Brown died in 1966, but his artistic contributions 
remain as part of the life of the Regiment.

The fourth design uses a 
photograph that changes 
each issue, dealing with 

some part of the Regiment’s 
life, past or present.
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The new cover design allows for varying photo-
graphic themes from year-to-year, emphasizing 
various aspects of the Regiment’s existence.

EVOLUTION

In the century since its birth, The Fortyniner has 
passed through various stages. It began as the 
periodic publication of wartime unit. Then, after a 
decade, it was restored as the bi-annual publication 
of the regimental veterans association with updates 
on the serving militia unit. Gradually, as the Second 
World War veterans began thinning out in the latter 
years before the new millennium, members of the 
serving militia unit took a more prominent role in 
the regimental association, which still controls the 
publication. This has brought a greater ongoing 
focus on the serving unit.

Last Loyal Standing
Submitted by: WO (Ret-d.) Ted 

Howard

Editor’s Note: The original article, “Add Loyal to Name of City 
Regiment” was published in the Edmonton Journal on July 16, 
1943, page 5. The below article is verbatim.

Australian military forces. The overseas battalion 
of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment went overseas 
under Lt.-Col. W.G. Stillman who relinquished the 
command in 1940.

Edmonton and particularly the men of the 
Edmonton Regiment, have much to be proud of in 
the fact [that] the new name of the Regiment is the 
Loyal Edmonton Regiment. The “Loyal” carries a 
trust which the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment 
has carried for many years. The designation “Loyal” 
to the famous English Regiment goes back many 
years and the Regiment prides itself in the fact that 
its designation as “Loyal” is different from the more 
common “Royal” designation. 

Because of its affiliation with this singular 
regiment, the Edmonton Regiment probably will 
become the only “Loyal” Regiment in Canada. 
Kimberley Regiment of South Africa, and the 
47th Battalion (Wide Bay Regiment) of Australia  
which also are affiliated with the North Lancashire 
Regiment probably will be the only other regiments 
in the British Empire proudly bearing the 
designation “Loyal”.

Ottawa – Defense headquarters announce Thursday 
his Majesty the King approved a recommendation 
changing the name of the Edmonton Regiment to 
the Loyal Edmonton Regiment. Perpetuating the 
49th, 51st, and 63rd Battalions which saw many 
major battles of the First Great War the Edmonton 
Regiment was organized in 1920. 

Today it has a battalion overseas and a reserve 
battalion.The Loyal Edmonton Regiment is allied 
with the Loyal Regiment (North Lancashire) the 
Kimberley Regiment Union of South Africa defense 
forces, and the 47th Battalion (Wide Bay Regiment)
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The Loyal Edmonton Regiment

Association Minutes

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 
the 49th Battalion, The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment, held on 18 October 2014 at 

Jefferson Armoury.

The attendance list was circulated.

The meeting was called to order by President 
Brendan Yuill at 1440 hrs, followed by a moment of 
silence for the fallen.

Lem Mundorf moved for the acceptance of minutes 
from the last AGM. Motion carried by Brendan Yuill.

There is no arising business from last year’s min-
utes.

Financial Report

The report was given by our treasurer, Terry Al-
lison. Copies were handed out to those in atten-
dance. He mentioned that the bursary applicants 
have to follow the instructions on the application 
form. Thanks to Terry for a job well done! Terry 
moved the acceptance of the report/seconded by 
Ted Howard.  Carried.  

CO’s Report

LCol. Weidlich took over command in April. Maj. 
John McCulley was the interim CO. 225 all ranks at 
this time. Very healthy numbers for the unit. Sol-
diers are in high spirits with 80 soldiers on parade.  
He is proud of our affiliation with the PPCLI and 
their 100th Anniversary this year. We are phasing 
in a new rank structure at this time. He praised our 
two Honorary Colonels, Dennis Erker and John Sta- 
nton for their support. Hans Brink mentioned that

there is a special memorial event in Holland in May 
of 2015.  See him for information on the trip.

Museum Report

Terry gave the museum report. The 70th and 100th 
anniversaries have been the two focuses for dis-
plays. Don Miller is working on the website. Our 
museum is a fully recognized museum and archives 
and museum newsletters are now available. Report 
was moved by Ian Edwards/seconded by Cliff Mil-
ley. Carried.

LERAC Report

The funds from the sale of Camp Harris was dis-
cussed and the interest is used to fund the LER 
family needs. LERAC is getting the help of a finan-
cial advisor to properly make use of the 1.3 million 
gained from the sale. The money is secure and risk 
free. The report was moved by RSM Deegan/sec-
onded by Roy Sundby.  Carried.

49er Report

Eileen Brettner, our new editor, gave the report.  
She asked us to bring all suggestions and concerns 
to her. Eileen was the mover of the report/sec-
onded by Lem. Carried. Moved by Terry/seconded 
by Ralph Playdon that we thank Hans Brink for 
his time editing the 49er magazine for the last few 
years.  Carried.

Kit Shop Report

The report was given by Ron Dmetruk, our Kit Shop 
manager. He is trying to get new products in for 
sale. He is looking for a supplier for pips (stars), 
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crowns, and slip-ons. All those attending commend-
ed Ron for his efforts in running the kit shop.  A 
job well done, Ron! The report was moved by Ron/ 
Seconded by Maurice White.  Carried.

Membership Report

Lem Mundorf said that there are 178 active mem-
bers at this time. He moved the acceptance of the 
report/seconded by Ron Dmetruk.  Carried.

New Business

Ian Edwards gave us a short report on the book 
he is writing on the Alberta regiments of the First 
World War. The editing is being done by peer 
review. Funding is being supplied by our LER As-
sociation. Eileen is helping as well. No date yet for 
printing.

Others

Cliff Milley asked if electronic copies of the 49er 
could be made available. It was discussed and 
thought that keeping the hard copies would be best 
for now. Cliff will be looking into electronic bank 
transfers for future payments to The Association.

Election of Officers

Hans Brink moved that we re-elect the present 
slate of officers/seconded by LCol. Weidlich. Car-
ried. Brendan Yuill would like to have a representa-
tive from the Cpls’ and Men’s Mess on the Executive 
Committee in the future. 

We should all be supporting our army veterans by 
keeping in touch with our Members of Parliament.

Brendan Yuill moved to adjourn the meeting at 
1557 hrs. Second by Terry Allison. Carried.

Respectfully submitted, Lem Mundorf, Secretary

Regimental 

Association Bursary
The Association is awarded funds from the Alberta 
Government through the lottery. Part of these funds 
are returned to soldiers of the Regiment and the 
Association in the form of bursaries for second-
ary academic upgrading. This is free money to the 
members of the Regiment. In the past, almost ev-
eryone who has applied has received a cheque for 
$500.00. Read on to learn how you can apply.

Background

A bursary to assist serving soldiers, members of the 
Regimental family, and the public with post-second-
ary tuition and education costs is available from the 
Association. The bursaries are funded twice yearly 
in an amount of $500 each. Individuals who meet 
the eligibility requirements outlined below and are 
chosen by the selection committee will receive bur-
saries. Each bursary is named after a veteran of the 
Regiment and the names rotate on a periodic basis. 
Persons donating money for bursaries may name 
their bursary within those constraints. At present 
the bursaries are named for:

Major General William Griesbach
The Regiment’s first commanding officer, and Ed-
monton’s most distinguished soldier.

Lieutenant Colonel Leonard Harris
The Regiment’s medical officer throughout the First 
World War, who later commanded the Militia unit 
between the First and Second World Wars.

Regimental Sergeant Major Henry Hobbs
The Regiment’s second regimental sergeant major, 
who subsequently, as an officer, won the Military 
Cross.
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Sergeant David Barbour 
A First World War member of the Regiment award-
ed the Distinguished Conduct Medal and the Mili-
tary Medal, and was wounded three times.

Private Cecil Kerr, VC
A First World War winner of the Victoria Cross with 
the Regiment.

Private John Kinross, VC
A First World War winner of the Victoria Cross with 
the Regiment.

Brigadier James Curry Jefferson 
The Regiment’s commanding officer at the Battle of 
Ortona.

Colonel James Riley Stone 
Stone rose from private to lieutenant colonel, com-
manding the Regiment in the Second World War. He 
won the Military Cross at the Battle of Ortona.

Colonel Gordon Armstrong
A Second World War officer who remained with the 
Militia in the Regiment after the war.

Regimental Sergeant Major Ran Bowen 
A Regimental sergeant major who won the Military 
Cross at the Battle of Ortona.

Private William Shaw 
A Second World War veteran who was active after 
the war in the Regimental Association.

Private Roland Castagner
A Second World War veteran who was an active 
supporter of the Regimental Museum after the war.

Private Melville McPhee 
A Second World War veteran who was an active 
supporter of the Regimental Museum after the war.

Lieutenant Colonel Bernard Stanton
The Regiment’s first commanding officer whose 
military service was entirely after the Second 
World War.

Master Corporal Raymond Arndt
A Regimental member killed on-duty in Afghani-
stan in 2006.

Captain John Dougan, MC 
A Second World War officer who remains an active 
support of the Regiment.

Lieutenant Alon Johnson
A Second World War officer and scout platoon com-
mander at Ortona.

Sergeant Les Wharton
An active soldier who died unexpectedly in 2005.

Lieutenant Colonel Ed Boyd 
A Second World War officer who remained with the 
militia in the Regiment after the war.

Eligibility

• Enrolled in full-time attendance at a post-                    
secondary educational institution in Alberta.

• Can be a current member of the Association or 
an immediate family member of an Associa-
tion member (immediate family is limited to 
spouse, sibling, and children). 

• Can be a serving member of The Loyal Ed-
monton Regiment, in which case the applicant 
must have above average attendance on unit 
parade days and exercises and have the rec-
ommendation of the company commander.
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• Can be a serving member of a cadet corps 
affiliated with the Loyal Edmonton Regiment, 
in which case the applicant must have above 
average attendance on unit parade days and 
exercises and have the recommendation of 
the cadet unit commanding officer. 

• No less than one bursary shall be available an-
nually to any member of the public notwith-
standing that they are not a member of the 
Association, or an immediate family member 
of an Association member, or a serving mem-
ber of The Loyal Edmonton Regiment.

Selection & Application Procedure

The Association Executive will appoint three mem-
bers of the Association to form the Selection Com-
mittee. They represent the three major groups 
within the Association, namely:

• World War II veterans
• Post-World War II members of the unit
• Current unit serving members

For Regimental applicants, selection will be made 
based on:

• Attendance
• Reliability and loyalty 
• Conduct and deportment
• Application questionnaire
• Financial need
• Academic record and program

For other applicants, selection will be made based 
on:

• Application questionnaire
• Financial need
• Academic record and program
• Letter of reference

All applicants must apply for the Bursary by 
submitting:

• Application questionnaire
• A copy of tuition fee receipt for current 

academic year.
• Letters of reference (if applicable)
• Proof of post-secondary admission
• A copy of academic record of the most 

recently completed year of study. 
Submission 

Applications must be submitted no later than Oc-
tober 30 and February 28—dates may be extended 
by the committee as required. Please include your 
email address to stay informed of your status.

The application may be sent by mail to:

49th Battalion, 
The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Association 
Educational Bursary
P.O. Box 501, Stn Main
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2K1

The application can be dropped off in-person to 
the Regimental Museum:

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Military Museum
Prince of Wales Armouries Heritage Centre
118, 10440 – 108 Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta T5H 3Z9

Fax to: 780-421-9943 or email: lermus1@telus.net

Bursary Questionnaire

Please answer the following questions in either a 
typed or handwritten format, and include it with 
the following information. Be brief and to the 
point, there is no need to add bulk to your answers. 
Please date and sign the questionnaire when com-
pleted.
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Questions

• Your full name and mailing address
• Application date
• Rank (if applicable)
• Name of post-secondary Institution you are 

attending
• What programme/faculty to do you attend? 

What year of study are you in?
• Do/have you spent any time in another post-

secondary programme?
• How many years do you expect to spend in 

post-secondary education?
• What roles can The Loyal Edmonton Regiment 

play in the war on terrorism?
• How do you see this role changing in the fu-

ture?
• How is your education making you a better 

member of the Regimental Family?
Win points with the selection committee by volun-
teering for casinos and at the Museum.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE — NDI 75 

As a former member of the Regiment you may have 
been asked, “How do I prove that I have served in 
the Canadian Forces?”. The NDI 75 is a card that 
shows your record of service. It is not an identifica-
tion card as such, but does show how many years 
you have served in the CF.

The Record of Service Card – NDI 75 is issued to 
members leaving or who have left the Canadian 
Forces with 10 or more years of service. If you meet 
the eligibility criteria, use the application 
form, www.on.legion.ca/veterans/documents/
ND175Application.pdf

It is imperative the information required is legible. 
Complete the form and include:

• Two colour passport–type photographs mea-
suring 2” x 2”.  

• Processing time after this office receives the 
application is approximately 3–6 months to 
mail the card to applicant. 

Mail to: 

Record of Service Card 
NDI 75 Director Military Careers Administration 4 
National Defence Headquarters
MGen George R. Pearkes Building 
101 Colonel By Dr. Ottawa, ON K1A 0K2



       2015 October * 33

Forty-Niner

      Reservist takes on 50-Km Race
Photo taken by: Robert Schwartz

Written by: Randi Beers, Northern News Service
Editor’s Note: Reservist takes on 50-km Race was first published in the Feature News of the Yellowknifer on Friday, 

September 26, 2014. The photo was taken by Mr. Schawartz of the 3rd Canadian Division Support Group, Edmonton. 

Cpl. Greg Kinsman runs, 
portages and paddles his way 
to the finish line wearing 15 

kg of dead weight.

First, he ran 32 km. Then 
he portaged a canoe a few 
more kilometres, got in, and 
paddled it 10 km further. 
Finally, he ran another five 
km, all while wearing a 15 
kg rucksack.

This was Yellowknife reservist Cpl. Greg Kinsman’s 
itinerary in Edmonton for the Mountain Man 
Challenge on Sept. 11. The challenge is technically 
a triathlon, with running, portaging, and paddling 
components. It’s organized by the 1 Canadian 
Mechanized Brigade Group and gives soldiers a 
chance to test their stamina though a grueling 50-
km route. The challenge is in its 18th year. Kinsman 
said the entire ordeal took around five hours.

“It was pretty awesome—quite the experience—
but it was the most enjoyable when I finished, of 
course,” said the reservist, who works full-time 
as an enforcement officer for the Department of 
Fisheries and Oceans in Yellowknife. 

The 28-year old was inspired to participate in 
the Mountain Man Challenge after hearing about 
it from Navy Lt. Julian Yates around the time 
he joined Yellowknife’s first ever Prospector’s 
Challenge in June. The Prospector’s Challenge is 
made up of a march along Deh Cho Boulevard and 
the length of the 50-km Mountain Man Challenge. 

The challenge is organized 
by Joint Task Force North. 
Kinsman and his race partner, 
Sgt. Dave Chafe, took first 
place in the Prospector’s 
Challenge.  “The prize was 
a trophy—it’s a boot,” he 
laughed. “I also got a $100 gift 
certificate to Overlander and a 
really cool T-shirt.”

To train for both challenges, 
Kinsman said he made plenty of runs up and 
down Pilot’s Monument with a rucksack. Kinsman 
describes himself as an avid canoeist and said 
his favourite component of the Mountain Man 
Challenge was hitting the water.  “I grew up 
paddling, so I found that the most enjoyable,” he 
said. “Plus, any excuse to sit down and rest my legs 
was great.”

He finished 22nd out of 300 participants in the 
Mountain Man Challenge, and said one of the 
most rewarding aspects of competing was the 
camaraderie. “The other guys I ran with were great. 
The atmosphere was very sportive,” he said. “We 
gave each other encouragement along the way and 
I was able to interact with a number of different 
units.”

A majority of the competitors came from units at 
Canadian Forces bases in Edmonton, Wainwright, 
Alta. and Shiloh, Man. Kinsman says he is already 
looking forward to returning to Edmonton again for 
next year’s challenge.
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Griesbach The Athlete
Written by: Major (Ret-d.) David Haas, CD, rmc

Our regimental founder, Major-General William 
Griesbach, was an accomplished athlete in his 
young adult days, following his return from 
boarding school in Winnipeg at age seventeen. 

Back in Edmonton he played rugby and soccer, both 
of which he had picked up at his Winnipeg school, 
and in due course became captain of the Edmonton 
Soccer team. 

In individual sports, he successfully competed in 
meets around the Prairies in bicycle racing, foot 
racing, jumping, and boxing. He described himself 
as being more or less a professional athlete, 
usefully augmenting his meagre regular income 
with cash prizes.

Our main source of information on Griesbach’s 
sports involvement is his memoirs, I Remember, 
completed just before he died in 1945. Looking 
back, nearly a half century, he was forthright 
enough to tell a less than savoury, though amusing, 
tale of his early days, as well as an account of using 
his sports knowledge to cheat his way into the 
army. The Museum has a number of medals that 
he won, and some photographs of Billy with his 
bicycle, though not racing. 

BICYCLE RACING

Bicycles were still a commonplace means of travel 
in Griesbach’s early days, and racing on them was 
popular at sports meets. The Museum has several 
photos of Griesbach on a bicycle, but none with him 
in racing attire. Griesbach’s memoirs (I Remember) 
does not discuss his biking prowess, but there are 
several competition medals in the Museum. 

On 24 May 1898, presumably at a sports meet on 
the Queen’s Birthday holiday (Queen Victoria still 
reigning), Griesbach won the above gold medal for 
a half mile bicycle race. His name is engraved on the 
reverse.

FOOT RACING

Griesbach was an excellent 
short distance runner in foot 
races, and among his sports 
medals in the Museum is a 2nd 
place win (medal to the left) in 
the 220 yards race at an 1898 
meet. In his memoirs, Griesbach 
recounted a dodgy aspect to his 
foot racing. In 1897 there was a 

sports meet between Edmonton and Strathcona, 
which were then still separate cities. Griesbach was 
competing in various events for Edmonton. 

Shown here is a 
studio portrait shot 

of Griesbach with his 
bicycle.
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One of his opponents for Strathcona was an 
Aboriginal named Wee-pa-mace (name taken 
from Griesbach’s book). Griesbach describes him 
as a good long distance runner who could “run all 
day”. The two had competed at various meets, and 
Griesbach knew he could always beat Wee-pa-mace
at the shorter races like the 110 and 220 yards. 

Griesbach’s “supporters” (his term) concocted a 
grubby scheme for the meet-up, with which he 
went along. The starter would allow a false start 
by Wee-pa-mace. Sprinters often “jump the gun”, 
and the starters fire a double shot to signal no race. 
But this time the starter was fixed to quickly fire a 
single shot as though the start was genuine and the 
race would proceed. Such a trick, which Griesbach 
describes as common, allowed the favoured runner 
to gain two to three yards at the start, vital in the 
hundred yards dash. Griesbach would follow along, 
losing the race.

So it happened, and afterwards—as planned—
Griesbach’s supporters pressed the Strathcona 
contingent hard and successfully for a rematch 
with a fair start with an impartial starter. Griesbach 
won the re-match by three or four yards, but 
the conspirator’s ruse was too blatant, and the 
Edmonton contingent had to fight a rear-guard 
action down to the ferry carrying them back across 
the North Saskatchewan.

In 1907, Griesbach got this deception thrown at 
his face in a political meeting. He was then the 
Mayor of Edmonton, and was pressing Strathcona 
residents to allow the Edmonton street railway 
system into the south side. A Strathcona man said, 
“Look here, ’Grisby, I wouldn’t believe you on a 
stack of Bibles. You’re the man who ‘gypped’ us in 
the matched race with Wee-pa-mace”. Griesbach 
noted that he felt the weakness of his position, and 
vowed to conduct himself in the future so that no 
such finger of scorn could be pointed at him again.

BOXING

Griesbach learned to box at an early age and 
quickly gained an edge in young boy’s brawls 
at Fort Saskatchewan. Later, in Edmonton, he 
describes himself as boxing a good deal in prize 
fights, and holding his own. In the brawling 
atmosphere of the still frontier town, his ability to 
fight came in useful. 

Also displaying his devious side, but utterly 
hilarious, is Griesbach’s account of how he used his 
boxing knowledge to cheat his way into the army in 
1899 when he went to enlist for the South African 
(Boer) War. In his own words: 

I knew that my exact weight, stripped for the 
ring, was one hundred and thirty-eight and a 
half pounds. The last part of the examination 
consisted of “weighing in.” In my birthday-
suit I followed one of the doctors through 
the hallway of the police barracks [The 
medicals were held there, a place with which 
Griesbach was familiar, probably from his 
father’s time commanding the Mounties in 
the area] through the mess and the men’s 
kitchen into a shed behind. I knew that the 
scales were kept there upon which the intake 
of rations was weighed. The doctor preceded 
me and as I passed the coal-box I picked up a 
sizable piece of coal and held it in both hands 
behind my back. I stepped on the scales and 
the doctor found that I weighed one hundred 
and forty and a half pounds (a hundred and 
forty pounds being the minimum weight). As 
I walked past the coal box I dropped the lump 
of coal back in its place. That lump of coal 
weighed exactly two pounds I would say. I 
enlisted in the closing days of December 1899.

I have occasionally wondered whether, in his later 
years, the old warrior would listen to parents 
admonishing misbehaving children saying that they 
would get a (then proverbial) lump of coal in their
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stocking at Christmas, and chuckle to himself, “Yes, 
and maybe become a Major-General.”

Incidentally, I utterly believe Griesbach’s account 
of knowing his ring weight. Boxers do. Nearly a 
half century later I still recall my ring weight at the 
Royal Military College of Canada, and use it as a 
benchmark in my weight control programme.

AFTERMATH

Griesbach joined the army in late 1899 to go to 
South Africa as a trooper in the Canadian Mounted 
Rifles (he had learned to ride at age six). There is 
no indication of him being involved in organized 
sports from that time on. However, from 1906 to 
1914 Griesbach was an officer in the local cavalry 
unit, the 19th Alberta Dragoons, and rode regularly. 
He also had a small stable at his home in the River 

Valley. Riding is excellent 
exercise.

Team tug-o’-war competition 
was a favourite military sport 
in those days. At the Empire 
Day (as the May 24 holiday 
became known in 1899) sports 
meet in 1914, the military 
sports tug-o’-war competition 

was between the 101st Regiment and the 19th 

Alberta Dragoons. The medal (shown to the left) in 
the Museum does not indicate which regiment won. 
It is purely speculative that by then the somewhat 
heavier, but still fit, Griesbach was part of the 19th’s 
team.

In his later years, Griesbach kept up with the 
sports scene. In his memoirs, he fondly recalls 
his Winnipeg school days involvement in rugby, 
and added tartly, “I have never had any use for, 
or interest in, the present Americanized game.” 
He also added detailed commentary that showed 
an awareness of this disfavoured derivative from 
rugby. 

Interviewed for the Forty-Niner in 1998, then 
retired Honorary Col. Bob Chapman recalled 
knowing Griesbach in the former soldier’s later 
years. Their homes were in the vicinity of Govern- 
ment House, and their offices were close together 
in downtown Edmonton. Chapman described 
Griesbach as having an absolutely athletic build. 
Walking was his main exercise, and he walked 
regularly between his home and office; a distance 
of about four and a third miles (seven kms) daily, 
assuming he lunched downtown.

A WHIMSEY

A decade after Griesbach’s athletic days, an 
Aboriginal man named Alex Decoteau began 
winning footraces in the Edmonton area. Former 
athletes often keep up on their old sports, and it 
seems highly likely Griesbach, a man who kept up 
on current events, would have become aware when 
Alex began winning foot races in the Edmonton 
area over a decade later, with results well 
publicized in the local newspaper. He may well have 
known of Alex going to the 1912 Olympics.

Griesbach was no longer commanding the 49th 

Battalion in 1917 when Alex joined the unit (he 
later died at Passchendaele). There is no mention 
of Alex in I Remember, but the book focuses on the 
First World War. It is possible that as Griesbach 
kept in touch with regimental matters to a degree, 
he would have been aware that Alex had joined the 
unit. Indeed, Alex was winning races for the 49th in 
military meets only a few weeks before his death. 

Article continues on page 82.
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Water rafting was a part of Ex. Patricia Adventure. Members from The Loyal Edmonton Regiment were 
invited to join us (PPCLI) for a week in the Rocky Mountain Cadet Camp and participated in whitewater 
rafting, cave exploration, rock climbing, and orienteering training. In these pictures, MCpl. Schulli from 

The L Edmn R joined members from A Coy 1 PPCLI for the whitewater rafting portion of the week.

EX. Patricia Adventure
Photos and Information Provided by: MCpl. Steven Van Smeerdyk
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Story of Project Heroes
Written by: Susan Abma

Paintings by: Susan Abma, Shairl Honey, and Cindy Revell

Project Heroes® portrays 
the human aspect of 
soldiers who sacrificed 
their lives in the 
Afghanistan war; it also 
displays Canada’s role 
in global conflicts and 
peacekeeping over the 
100 years leading up to 
this particular war. 

The lives of the fallen 
soldiers are being 

celebrated through 
a historic exhibition 

that is currently touring Canada, and will be at 
Government House in Regina, Saskatchewan, until 
21 June 2015. 

The exhibit tells the 
stories of the individuals 
behind the uniforms 
through breathtakingly 
realistic oil paintings 
of each soldier, as well 
as includes personal 
recollections of them 
alongside their portraits. 
Accompanying the exhibit 
is a large television 
screen that shows what 
life was like for the 
soldiers while on patrol 
and working with the 
Afghan people. Several mural-sized paintings are 
also included that represent the families of soldiers, 
the wounded, the serving soldiers, and the

veterans. Such murals 
also depict the issues 
of suicide and Post-
Traumatic Stress 
Disorder (PTSD). 

The soldiers were 
painted by Canadian 
artists Susan Abma, 
Shairl Honey, and Cindy 
Revell. The portraits 
are based on families’ 
personal photos, and 
each solider was painted 
back into their uniforms. 
This combination shows 
their spirit and and their character. Once a painting 
is complete, the parents and spouse of each soldier 
receive a print of their hero.

At the end of the several-year tour of our country, 
all of the original paintings will be donated to 
either the War Museum in Ottawa, the military, or 
an appropriate military group that will accept the 
collection and make it available for educational 
purposes regarding the Afghanistan war.

Currently, 90 of the 158 fallen have been painted. 
The artists request that if anyone knows of the 
families of any fallen hero who have not been 
included in the exhibit to please contact Project 
Heroes®. Project Heroes® is a non-profit society, 
where all three artists, along with a close-knit team, 
work entirely on a volunteer basis. If you would 
like to help, please visit their website at www.
projectheroes.ca or call 780-446-5927.

Pte. Michel Levesque, Oil, 
by Susan Abma.

Pte. John Curwin, Oil, by 
Shairl Honey.

Pte. Michael James 
Seggie, Oil, by Cindy 

Revell.
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EX. Shakedown I and II - Cold War Depressing
Written by: Ian Edwards

During 1959 and 1960 near the height, or the 
depth, of the Cold War, two weekend exercises 
were held by Northern Alberta’s 23rd Militia 
Group. Ottawa had dictated that the Canadian Army 
(Militia) focus on National Survival training.

The local objective was to form one Mobile Support 
Column, under LCol. Gordon Armstrong, The Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment’s (L Edmn R) commanding 
officer, while Maj. Ed Boyd took temporary 
command of the Regiment for two annual exercises. 
In theory, the Column would attempt re-entry into 
an area one hundred or more miles away that was 
devastated by nuclear explosions. Edmonton’s 
unscathed army would come to the rescue, treat 
the casualties, and restore the communications of 
those who were targeted in a nearby city. Red Deer? 
Calgary?

All units in the Militia across Northern Alberta 
participated in these training exercises. The L 
Edmn R was at its peak strength since the Second 
World War, and had a company in Grande Prairie, 
its carrier platoon in Dawson Creek, BC, and a 
company based in Vermilion. There were also 
three companies in Edmonton’s Prince of Wales 
Armouries, now home to The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment Military Museum.

Loyal Eddies had trained in individual survival 
and re-entry techniques. Soldiers learned to wear 
and read individual dosimeter dog tags, carry 
Geiger–Müller radiation monitors, understand 
the difference between alpha, beta, and gamma 
radiation and their horrid abilities to penetrate 
various materials. Infantry soldiers learned how to 
search through destroyed buildings while 

constructing wooden A-frames with knots and 
lashings. Climbing in and about Edmonton’s Fire 
Department Rescue Training Centre was generally 
sneered at as ‘snakes and ladders.’ Few believed 
that the science gave any hope for survival should 
The Bomb drop.

Since the days of Napoleon, armies have had an 
annual training cycle. Each begins with a review of 
elementary individual soldiering skills that work up 
to a review of section tactics, platoon and company 
tactics, battalion exercises and, if time and money 
allows, training in cooperating with armour and 
artillery counterparts. Some higher level training 
could be done during Tactical Exercises Without 
Troops (TEWT, pronounced toots). 

There is no real substitute for practicing command 
and control of troops in the field. During a cold and 
rain-sodden Friday evening in May 1960—weather 
that was just as bad as the year before—one 
thousand soldiers of 23rd Militia Group climbed 
into vehicles and headed for Camp Wainwright. 
Mattresses were dumped on the floors of empty 
buildings, blankets issued, and the soldiers then 
‘went to ground’ for the night. 

All Saturday and until Sunday afternoon the 
Loyal Eddies saw nothing more than a glimpse 
through the tarp from the back of their three ton 
stakes, deuce, and a half trucks while munching 
individual ration packs. Those in charge of the 
exercise practiced techniques of operating a 
Column out in the vast reaches of the Wainwright 
camp and surrounding farm country. It was a fine 
exercise for the 19th Alberta Dragoons to practice 
reconnaissance, or Edmonton’s 6th Canadian 
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Intelligence Training Company to assess the 
gathered data. Armstrong and Boyd had gained 
real experience 15 years earlier, struggling through 
the war torn buildings of Ortona, Italy, combating 
German firearms rather than radiation poisoning. 
Infantry soldiers in the two 1959-1960 weekends 
were not called upon to do anything. Those in 
the back of vehicles, clinging to bench seats or 
squatting on the deck, learned only the time 
immemorial ‘hurry up and wait.’

Infantry training resumed in the fall of 1960 for 
those who completed the obligatory nuclear, 
biological, chemical warfare (NBCW) curriculum.

It would take a few more years before the national 
training policy was changed to recognize that war 
might include the tactical, localized, limited use 
of nuclear weapons, and that Canada might need 
Militia reinforcements for its stand with NATO 
allies in Europe opposite Warsaw Pact nations or in 
brushfire wars in Asia or Africa. Loyal Eddies would 
be needed in the future. It was just a question of 
when. But there was never an Exercise Shakedown 
III and it wasn’t missed.

Fortyniner, 1915 Edition, page 28.
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My Bold Eagle Experience
Written by: Garrett Kachuk

Bold Eagle began in July of 2014. As I left for camp, 
I felt unsure and discouraged from previously being 
denied. At the beginning, I wasn’t sure if I was able 
to pass the tasks put before me, but then the first 
week commenced. We began with culture camp and 
a meet-and-greet with my squad mates. Everyone 
got off to quite a good start. 

Throughout listening to the speeches from the 
elders and undertaking group-building exercises, 
everyone in the Bold Eagle program became close 
and the atmosphere changed to one of a large 
family. Once the first week came to a close, the 
NCOs really dove into teaching our basic; we went 
through a lot of class work such as cleaning, going 
through weapons handling drills, and drill class. 

There was a lot thrown at us at first, but as time 
went on we became more of a team. We had pulled 
through demanding tasks while facing our fears 
and all of us had been pushed to our absolute 
limits. Once graduation day arrived, I became 
aware of how little of time was left—I already knew  
how much I was going to miss this. Nonetheless, 
seeing my parents on that day made me feel so 
proud for completing it because I knew how much 
I had gained from this program in terms of building 
my character and my leadership skills. 

From my experiences during Bold Eagle, I’ve 
learned how to gather myself and set myself up for 
success from basic day-to-day events to the most 
extreme challenges placed at hand. I’m so thankful 
for this strong established program and I’m thrilled 
that I had the opportunity to be a part of it.

The Bold Eagle Program provides a challenging 
summer experience that delivers hands-on skills 
development, encourages teamwork, provides 
physical fitness, and promotes cultural awareness. 
This six week program is conducted from early 
July to late August of each year, and is offered to 
Aboriginal youth living in western Canada and 
north-western Ontario. For more information, 
please visit: http://www.forces.gc.ca/en/jobs-caf-
aboriginal/bold-eagle-index.page
(Text taken from the Bold Eagle Canadian Forces 
webpage).
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BMQ Story
Written by: Pte. Andrew Pearson

“Before you leave, remember 
you are Eddies first. Help each 
other out.” This was the last 
thing Warrant Zawalsky said to 
us before we left on our Basic 
Military Qualification course. 
Knowing that every other member 
in the Canadian Forces, from a 
no hook private all the way up to 
commander-in-chief, has taken the 

same (or similar) course was reassuring, but as we 
all nervously gathered and met each other for the 
first time in the Debney Armoury, we all thought, 
“What the hell had we gotten ourselves into?”

There we were: combat engineers, signallers, 
infantry, old and young, students and professionals, 
last names from all over the world. The list went on. 
The one thing we knew was that we were all in this 
together, and whether we liked each other or not, 
we knew we had to work as a team and we knew 
we had to help each other out. We were physically, 
mentally, and emotionally pushed harder than 
most of us ever thought possible. We were drilled, 
drilled again, and then finished with more drill so 
that we were dreaming about what we were taught. 
The whirlwind of subjects and presentations flew 
by, and often our emotions ran high through the 
intensity and sleep deprivation we were faced with. 

Though there was frustration, there was a balance 
through the humour, the lightheartedness, and the 
level of camaraderie seldom seen anywhere else. 
Some of the things we struggled with in the first 
week became muscle memory. Topics that we didn’t 
know even existed we learned and mastered to 
the point where we were able to recite them in our 
sleep. 

The course staff was there to mentor us, motivate 
us, and to ensure that we had everything mastered. 
At first we were awed and intimidated by them and 
we thought their only purpose was to ensure that 
you quit and that you were miserable. We quickly 
realized that they wanted us to be successful 
and our bewilderment turned to respect and 
admiration. The course staff followed generations 
of Army instructors and tried and true methods to 
ensure we attained the high standards for which 
the Canadian Army is respected and admired for 
globally. 

At graduation we learned three things about 
military service. One, you get out of the Army 
what you put into it; two, this is the beginning 
of a career in which you never stop learning or 
being challenged; and three, you will make lifelong 
connections that you will never forget. 

Would we do this again? Every person would 
answer with a resounding no. Did we learn a lot 
and were we challenged? The answer is a definite 
yes. We came out of this course respecting our 
course staff as much as we respect our favourite 
teachers, coaches, and mentors as they earned it 
and then some, but we also came out respecting 
ourselves. 

As Eddies, we were especially proud when Pte. 
Murphy was awarded top candidate, which 
reflected well on the high standards that every 
Eddie both past and present have set. At the end of 
the course, one of the course staff asked me how it 
was. The answer was one I thought long and hard 
about before I came back with one word: “Proud”.  
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Nijmegen 2014
Photo by: Theo Zuuraman of Hoevelaken, Holland

Written by: Capt. Bryn Wright and Capt. Rick Dumas, Adj.

Editor’s Note: This article was first published in The Western Sentinel, Thursday, July 31, 2014, page five.

By mid-October 2013, it was decided, for the 
first time, that all four PPCLI battalions would 
participate at Nijmegen 2014.  It would mark the 
PPCLI Centennial and 60th Anniversary of the 
official affiliation between PPCLI and The Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment (L Edmn R). Both fought 
so very closely together during the two World 
Wars right up to, and including, the Liberation of 
Holland. It was only fitting that they reunite at 
Nijmegen. The team’s namesake, “The Jim Stone 
Team”, was named after the only man who had ever 
commanded the same regiment he had joined as a 
private soldier, during the Second World War with 
L Edmn R, and who would later command 2 PPCLI 
at the Battle of Kapyong. He was awarded the DSO 
with both regiments.

Training for this task started on a cold evening, 
March 2014, where 22 Loyal Eddies and three 
Medics from 15 Fd. Amb. gathered for a briefing 
and a light hike to kick off trials. Nearly four 
months and 700 kms of Edmonton’s River Valley 
trail system later, the team was trimmed to size, 
and fit and eager to begin. The four-day march was 
a grueling hike through the Nijmegen region in the 
Netherlands. 40,000 civilians and 5,000 military 
personnel pushed their bodies through the heat 
and pain for over 160 kms; all against a backdrop 
of the picturesque villages and countryside of the 
small European country. 

In every town/village, citizens lined the streets 
to cheer on the marchers like it was the world’s 
longest Canada Day parade and celebration. This 
98th Nijmegen March, or Vierdaagse as the Dutch 
call it, is the longest marching event in the world.

In its history, two participants have died from the 
extreme heat. For the Canadian contingent, the 
marches were more than just a long hike—it was 
a reminder of our storied combat history and, for 
the Eddie, a living memorial to those who built our 
Regiment’s sterling reputation, aligning many of 
our current customs and traditions. Services were 
held at Vimy in France, Ypres, and Essex Farm, 
Belgium, and culminated in Groesbeek Cemetery, 
Netherlands. It was there that L Edmn R took a 
few moments to remember their fallen from the 
Crossing of the Ijssel River, Voorst, and Grebbe Line.

Mr. Theo Zuurman is behind a Monument 
dedication initiative in Holland, commemorating 
L Edmn R’s 70th Anniversary of Hoevelaken’s 
Liberation. It was there that Pte. W. Strang lost his 
life. L Edmn R rose to the occasion in every regard, 
completing the event in true Eddies’ fashion with a 
steady pace, tenacity, team work, and well rounded-
out stop-overs—at local brewhouses.

Mr. Zuurman took a picture of “The Jim 
Stone Team” shortly after its intimate 

ceremony at Pte. W. Strang’s grave site. He 
was killed on 19 April 1945, so close to the 

end of the war.
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Loyal Edmonton Regiment Assists VAC’s 
Second World War Tribute Event

Photo by: Sgt. Pantel

Written by: Capt. Rick Dumas, Adj.

Mr. Sandy McLaren, 95 years of age, receives 
his certificate and pin from the Honourable 

Laurie Hawn on behalf of the Prime Minister 
of Canada, at the Warrant Officers’ and 
Sergeants’ Mess, Jefferson Armoury, 10 

September 2014. Mr. McLaren was awarded 
the Military Medal for his actions at the Battle 

of Ortona.

On 10 September 2014, ceremonies were held at Cartier Square Drill Hall (Ottawa), The Beatty Street 
Drill Hall (Vancouver), Jefferson Armoury (Edmonton), The Citadel (Quebec City), and The Royal 

Artillery Park (Halifax) to commemorate the 75th Anniversary of the start of the Second World War. 
These ceremonies are part of the Road to 2017, which commemorate the 75th anniversary of the war. 

Presentations were made to select Second World War Veterans across Canada.

The Edmonton event started at Jefferson Armoury at 1300 hrs sharp by having WO Denney pipe in the 
nine Second World War Veterans with The Honourable Laurie Hawn leading. Shortly after the singing 

of our National Anthem, The Honourable Laurie Hawn addressed the audience that was comprised 
of veterans, their families, serving members of the Canadian Army, members of the Canadian Army, 
members of the Royal Canadian Legion and Army Navy Air Force Veterans (ANAFVETS), and local 

politicians. Mr. Maurice White followed the Member of Parliament, speaking on behalf of the Second 
World War veterans. 
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His comments were reminiscent of his wartime experience. Honourable Hawn then presented our Second 
World War veterans with a special commemorative lapel pin based on the design of the historic Canadian 
Victory Coin and a personalized certificate of recognition, signed by Prime Minister Harper and Minister 

of Veterans Affairs Julian Fantino. A small reception followed the tribute in the Officers’ Mess after several 
group photos were taken. The veteran’s group was made up from members of the Royal Canadian Navy, 

the Canadian Army, the Canadian Women’s Army Corp, and the Royal Canadian Air Force.

Seated in the front row, left to right: Mr. McLaren, MM; Mrs. White and Mr. 
White with First Special Service Force service and Bronze Star; Mr. Hall and 

Mr. Plowman—all seasoned veterans of the Italian Campaign. 
Second row, standing left to right: WO Denney; MCpl. Schulli; LCol. 

Weidlich—CO; Col. Erker—HCol.; The Honourable Laurie Hawn—MP for 
Edmonton Centre; LCol. Stanton—HLCol.; CWO Deegan—RSM; Cpl. Walker; 

MCpl. Robinson; Cpl. Brettner; and Capt. Dumas—MC and Adjt. The provision 
of period uniforms added a real flair to the event and was well received by 

veterans and guests alike.
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PPCLI Recognize the Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment

Photo by: Cpl. Debbie Hockett and Mr. Grant Lee

Written by: Capt. Rick Dumas, Adj.

Formal recognition and 
appreciation was extended to 
The Loyal Edmonton Regiment 
(L Edmn R), 4 PPCLI on the 
occasion of our shared 60th 
Anniversary as affiliated 
Regiments, effective 19 
October 2014. The Canadian 

Army’s policy to affiliate Militia regiments with 
Regular Force regiments was motivated by a need 
to perpetuate kinship and successes mutually 
earned on the battlefields. Both regiments share 
many of the same battle honours, while several 
members of each regiment served with distinction 
with the other during the two World Wars, the 
Korean War, and the Cold War; a kinship that 
continues to this day.

All four battalions participated in Nijmegen 2014—
only fitting that they reunite at Nijmegen as the two 
regiments worked together towards the Liberation 
of Holland. Equally impressive was the manner 
in which L Edmn R supported PPCLI during its 
Centennial on many levels, up front and behind 
the scenes. Through civilian connections, related 
PPCLI displays at the Edmonton International 
Airport were made possible for over three years’ 
lead up. Key introductions between the Edmonton 
Economic Development and the PPCLI Centennial 
Cell were then made that led to significant 
initiatives. 

A critical and timely $10,000 donation served 
as a guarantee that the Memorial Wall Project 
would continue, as acknowledged by Brigadier 
General King (PPCLI). Commanding Officer, LCol. 
Kevin Weidlich (L Edmn R) would ensure that 
an applicable artefact and letter by its Honorary 
Colonel Dennis Erker would be submitted for 
the time capsule project. The memorial and time 
capsule at Patricia Park, Griesbach Barracks stands 
testament to the storied kinship; a garrison once 
shared by both regiments. 

During the embryonic stages of the PPCLI 
Centennial lead up, a ceremony was held at 
Edmonton’s City Hall, 26 September 2013, where 
the L Edmn R took the lead.  It was there and then 
that the honour rolls of PPCLI, L Edmn R, and the 
Canadian Airborne Regiment were placed inside 
the drum major’s mace of the Edmonton Police 
Services Pipes and Drums, further perpetuating our 
affiliations.

From that point on, there were several events 
visibly supported by L Edmn R: the French Grey 
Ball, 1st Bn. PPCLI Freedom of the City Parade, and 
HHC Gala Dinner—two tables were purchased; one 
of the key note speakers was the mother of a fallen 
Loyal Eddie (Afghanistan), and a distinguished 
Second World War veteran was showcased in 
accordance with the event’s theme. 
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Right photo taken by Mr. Grant Cree. Accompanied by the 
CO, Adjt., and RSM, WO D.R. Ellett was awarded the same 
commendation in advance of the others, at the Soldier’s 

Christmas Dinner, 13 December 2014. Two other individuals 
received this award on 4 February 2015.

Integrating PPCLI Centennial events with the 60th Anniversary of the Regiments’ official affiliation 
in mind, L Edmn R’s Drum Line joined the PPCLIs three Drum Lines for a joint performance at the 

Centennial Dinner. Numerous Loyal Eddies supported PPCLI at the Regimental Centennial Parade by way 
of providing pennant breaking NCMs for the Lieutenant-Governor of Alberta (LG of AB) (His Honour, 
Colonel (Ret.-d) Donald S. Ethell), the PPCLI Colonel-in-Chief (Mme. Adrienne Clarkson) and PPCLI 

Colonel-of-the-Regiment, LGen. (Ret.-d) R. Crabbe, dais ushers and VIP door attendants in period dress. 
The LG of AB’s pennant was provided by the RSM and presented to him personally at the Centennial 

Dinner by CO, RSM, and HCol. D. Erker.
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BWW 2014
Written by: Cpl. Cole Riehl

This previous winter, The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment ran a Basic Winter Warfare course which 
culminated with the Final Training Exercise (FTX) 
on the weekend of January 24th.  Prior to this 
exercise, the troops were introduced to various 
survival techniques and tools they could use to 
survive the harsh Canadian winters. There was 
a total of eight training days, four of which were 
in the classroom. This is one of the first courses 
offered to new troops who are expected to operate 
in a cold environment. 

The candidates had to prove that they were 
highly efficient in erecting a ten man tent; this 
was compounded during the FTX through means 
of repetition. In winter operations, the ability to 
quickly create a shelter is essential when operating 
in Canada’s high north. Often there are times when 
your shelter is the difference between life and 
death.

This was in the candidates’ minds when they were 
taught of the various injuries one could sustain 
in the cold, such as hypothermia, frostbite, and 
snow blindness. In order to treat these injuries, 
the candidates first needed to recognize the 
symptoms and then create a shelter. In the worst 
case scenario, and when operating in the extreme 
North, troops are often cut off from society and 
are required to be self-sufficient—like using their 
toboggans as an emergency transport if the injury 
cannot be sustained by creating a shelter.

Our toboggan group held all of the supplies a 
section of soldiers would need to survive in the 
extreme weather. 72 hours worth of rations and 
water (that, at times, was frozen into blocks due to 
the environment) was contained within the group. 
The multi-purpose Coleman stove and pressure 
cooker was used not only to cook and provide 
the troops with a hot meal, but also as a means to 
melt the blocked ice for water. Another means of 
providing heat was the lanterns that produce light 
through burning naphtha. An igloo kit, repair kits, 
mountain stove, and a parachute, which can act as 
camouflage, are further examples of the equipment 
carried in the toboggan group. An igloo kit is of vital 
importance, providing the section with equipment 
to create an alternative shelter, an example being 
a quinzhee or igloo. For the reserve infantry this 
is a mandatory course because a large majority of 
exercises take place in winter months.
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Exercise Northern Coyote
Photo by: Mcpl. J. Starko

Written by: Capt. Jay Tarzwell, CD, 2IC C Coy

Conceived as a challenging shooting and winter 
survival exercise, Ex. Northern Coyote 15 saw 25 
members of RHQ and A Coy join with 12 members 
of C Coy in Yellowknife, Northwest Territories, for 
an event filled weekend.

Arriving by Charter 737 into Yellowknife, on a 
Friday night, was no doubt a daunting experience 
for first time visitors who were about to go 
camping in Canada’s last frontier. The weather 
forecast was calling for three centimeters of snow, 
and the temperature was in the low -30s. This is 
not much different than what one would expect 
in Edmonton this time of year, but it takes on a 
different meaning once you cross 60 degrees north 
latitude with only eight or so hours of daylight 
in the middle of February. The winds put the 
temperature a bit lower still, and by 2300 hrs it was 
driving those three centimeters of snow sideways. 

After being picked up at the airport, the group was 
ushered to the RCAF’s Forward Operating Location 
(FOL) in Yellowknife to change into their cold 
weather kit and to receive weapons, ammo, and 
rations. When complete, the troops mounted up 

and were driven 40 kilometers north of the city to 
the exercise location, just off of Highway 3.

Once in location, each section of the platoon- 
sized organization pitched their arctic tents, 
fired up their stoves, and bedded down for the 
night. Although it was not a race, the members 
of C Coy may have had a little more sleep than 
the remainder of the group, having spent more 
time working as a tent group; every exercise in 
Yellowknife between November and April involves 
an arctic tent. With that said, tent routine began for 
everyone no later than 2300 hrs.

On Valentine’s Day, the group not only focused on 
shooting in a winter environment, but also focused 
on winter survival. The range was devised by WO 
Ken Minkoff (C Coy RFC Ops WO) and consisted 
of six lanes with three sets of target banks set out 
at 100m to 225m. Soldiers fired from standard 
shooting positions and improvised positions using 
a rucksack and snowmobile for support. The main 
interest of this range was created by the satisfying 
“ding” of the bullet when it hit the suspended metal 
target, letting the shooters know they were “on”.
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The survival portion consisted of soldiers building improvised shelters and setting snares under the 
guidance of C Coy’s Cpl. Devon Allaaloo. The soldiers worked in pairs or groups and built lean-tos and 
collected firewood for the night. While a safety tent was erected, soldier’s pride prevented many from 
missing the chance to sleep under the stars. While rabbits were caught, most were eaten by local coyotes 
that were taking advantage of a free and easy meal.

On Saturday night, the group noted Cpl. Allaaloo’s 19th birthday and WO Mark Denny’s 41st birthday with 
a presentation of cupcakes, and though Sunday was spent taking down the shelters, packing up, and 
preparing for the return to Edmonton, we were joined, in field, by the CO and RSM to promote A Coy’s 
Sgt.-Maj. WO Denny to MWO. Sunday afternoon also afforded members some time to tour Yellowknife and 
have a meal before returning to Edmonton.

A success in all quarters, the exercise was a great opportunity for members of the Regiment to work 
together in a unique and challenging environment. Success in a cold weather environment starts with the 
right frame of mind based on skills and experience, and that is exactly what the members of the Regiment 
gained during Ex. Northern Coyote 15.
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Long John Jamboree
Written by: Cpl. P.C. Wrigglesworth

For the weekend of the 27th to the 28th of March, 
Charlie Company (C Coy) deployed to Yellowknife’s 
Long John Jamboree. The plan was to erect 
a display of C Coy’s equipment, soldiers, and 
weapons. Battalion headquarters requested to send 
up its recruitment cell to help support our event. 
With these pieces requested we set about gathering 
our resources and teamed up with the Long John 
Jamboree board of directors to request a lot. 

Our lot was 100 feet by 150 feet on the north-west 
edge of the Jamboree grounds. We were located 
just opposite of the kids sliding hill and behind 
the vendor’s tent. Foot traffic opportunities were 
great, so we decided that a banner and welcoming 
“sandwich boards” were needed. Friday morning 
C Coy, along with the BHQ staff, began to set up 
the site. The plan was to construct seven static 
stands for the residents of Yellowknife to enjoy and 
to challenge them. We set up a mock CP (which 
doubled as our recruiting tent), a ten-man arctic 
tent group (to demonstrate cold weather survival 
and operational capabilities), a weapon’s display 
tent (C7A2, M203, M72, C9A1, C6 & SF-kit, and 
a bayonet), a Fort McPherson tent with a Kim’s 
game and low-wire entanglement obstacle, a mock 
grenade range, a team (Tower of Hanoi) challenge, 
and a clearing of a mine field challenge. By noon we 
were set up and ready to receive visitors. 

Though some minor confusion was initially 
caused by C Coy deploying into the venue, the 
public was very receptive of us. Local children, 
teens, and adults came to our site and showed 
genuine interest in our Winter Warfare display and 
weapons tent. 

The teenagers had a blast running through the 
Kim’s game, Tower of Hanoi, and mock grenade 
range. The troops felt it was great to give back to 
our community and to showcase ourselves as well. 
Many Yellowknifers were pleased to have us there 
and voiced their excitement at seeing us next year, 
possibly in a booth closer to the main events. 

The organizers were also very pleased with our 
presence and thanked us for showing up and 
putting on an amazing and engaging static display 
for the public to enjoy. To sum up, C Coy was a 
hit. Yellowknife was very receptive of seeing its 
neighbours, co-workers, friends, and family in 
uniform. Though most of the town had forgotten 
we were here, as we haven’t been able to make 
many public outings over the past few years since 
our founding, we had a great reception from an 
unsuspecting public, and the troops experienced a 
renewal of commitment of service. 

Many of them saw the fruits of our labour and 
we enjoyed hearing the praise from our friends, 
neighbours, and family, who thanked us for our 
service to our country and its citizens. We at C Coy 
are very much looking forward to our next Long 
John Jamboree and we cannot wait to exhibit more 
dynamic displays for the public to see the pride we 
take in our work as its citizen-soldiers. 
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Photos from Resolute Bay
Submitted by: Sgt. Matthew Iverson
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Exercise Coyote Warrior
Written by: Capt. Colin Papuschak

In April 2015, with 408 Tactical Helicopter 
Squadron providing the ride, A Coy of The Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment conducted its first, in several 
years, airmobile live fire ambush in Wainwright. 
Ex. Coyote Warrior was a capstone event, building 
on a training year involving only live fire exercises, 
including nearly every major light infantry weapon 
system available (the C19 Claymore, 84 mm Carl 
Gustav, M203 grenades), and enough machine guns 
to obliterate a convoy. 

“How many regular force or reserve units can 
honestly say they’ve conducted an airmobile live 
fire ambush in the last five years?” pondered Maj. 
Mike Fawcett, Operations Officer, at the end of the 
After Action Review. Indeed, the participation of 
408 Tac. Hel. Sqn. added a dynamic element that 
many young soldiers have not experienced.  “It’s 
one thing to navigate while on patrol, but trying to 
keep your bearing and navigate while sitting in a 
helicopter is completely different,” says Maj. Chris 
Barr, Officer Commanding A Coy. Understanding 
the differences in time and space was a new 
complication for the chalk commanders, many of 
whom had never held that responsibility. Adding 
to that was a nearly full suite of weapon systems, 
synchronized in a fire plan that laid waste to the 
objective area. 

A Coy staged the ambush beside the airfield at 
CFB Wainwright, conducting battle procedure 
and delivering orders in the morning prior to 
embarking on the 30 minute trip to the southern 
end of the training area. After a landing zone was 
established by the reconnaissance detachment, led 
by MCpl. Alex Liaw, a platoon-sized element was

placed a short distance away from the objective 
area in several chalks. From there, the platoon 
immediately set in to find the enemy and establish 
the ambush. Taking the better part of the afternoon, 
the various elements moved into position and 
awaited the arrival of the enemy convoy. 

It was earlier reported that the enemy was 
travelling in, or with, a piano—of all things—but 
after Cpl. Evan Swan deployed his Claymore mine 
and Cpl. Thor Nilsson lobbed two 84 mm rounds 
into it, it was not recognizable as such. In a matter 
of seconds, the firebase had reduced a 600-pound 
piano to little more than rubble, and the objective 
area was set ablaze. 

“It was kind of neat to assault through a burning 
fire as we did the search of the objective,” 
commented Cpl. Sean Lee, who led the assault 
group as it cleared the objective. “There wasn’t 
much left after the support group was finished.”

All told, the exercise was a success, confirming and 
building on previous live fire training, and building 
the foundations for more complex training next 
year. A Coy is now shifting focus to reconnaissance 
in an effort to prepare a team for the upcoming 
Canadian Patrol Competition, held yearly during 
the fall in Wainwright.
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Hoevelaken Remembers
and Written by: Joost Smedema, AD/Amersfoortse Courant

Editor’s Note: This article was first published by Joost Smedema in the AD/ Amersfoortse Courant of 
Hoevelaken, Holland on Tuesday, 5 May 2015. Submitted by LCol. (Ret-d.) Hans Brink.

I am glad that my friend is not forgotten; war is a big 
theme here in Europe, a veteran notices.

HOEVELAKEN – A big bouquet of flowers in the 
lobby of his hotel is making Ken Froland very 
happy. In this bouquet you find cards with little 
drawings made by Dutch school children. The 
Canadian veteran has good feelings about the fact 
that there is so much attention for the liberation 
of WWII, a war in which he lost his friend and 
companion Walter Strang. This is his story.

“I owe it to myself that I came to Europe during 
the war. I was a sergeant and the regiment did not 
need me at the front at that time. So I changed 
ranks because I wanted to go to Europe. We were 
so optimistic and found out later that we would be 
disappointed.”

“After having trained for battle for eight months in 
England we were sent to Italy. We had heavy battles 
in Italy. I got wounded on my foot and leg. For a 
month I was in the hospital. Luckily I could return 
to my own regiment, back to the people I knew.”

“Last year I returned to Italy for the first time for a 
remembrance ceremony. I remembered everything 
that happened on the 23rd of May 1944. On that day 
we lost 51 of our men. In spring 1944 the Germans 
moved a lot of their best army men to Italy, but 
after D-Day the Germans needed more men on the 
westfront of France. That gave us an advantage.”

“In Italy I met Walter Strang. He was older than 
me, almost 15 years. He was a quiet lad. We got 
along very well and we were a member of the 
same military unit. We were both radio operators, 
we were at the front, and we gave information to 
headquarters.”

“In March 1945 we went up North through France 
and Belgium, which were already liberated, to the 
Netherlands. We noticed that the Germans were 
getting into trouble and could not hold on for a 
long time. On the Veluwe we were shot by a tank 
without fuel. It was not able to drive anymore.”

“On the 18th of April we arrived at Barneveld. A day 
later our commanding officer told us that there was 
a German roadblock. He needed a radio operator. 
“I will go”, Walter said. Later that day the group 
returned without Walter. The next day his body was 
found. He was hit by a shell in the back.”

“Those three words from Walter I still remember, 
“I will go”. They were his last words to me. He was 
so relaxed. It was a hard loss, but the war was not 
over. We had to go on and on.”

“When Hoevelaken was liberated we went West 
up to Zandvoort. After the Germans capitulated 
we were transferred to Almelo to help rebuild the 
country. We were in the Netherlands anyway so our 
help was very welcome to the Dutch.”
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“After the war back in Canada and the US (I moved to Los Angeles) I did not talk much about the things I 
experienced in Europe. WWII is not very important there as it is in Europe. And of course in Los Angeles 
nobody knew Walter Strang. On my way to my work I always crossed the Strang-street, named after some 
Strang fellow. I had no idea who that was, but it always made me think of my friend Walter a little bit.”

“The first time I returned to the Netherlands was in 1994. Eindhoven was celebrating its 60 years 
liberation. There I met your King Willem-Alexander, who was a prince at that time. We shook hands. I 
really loved it. In 2007, I was in Hoevelaken for the 1st time. It was for the unveiling of the Walter Strang 
Laan. Since 2007 I’ve come to Hoevelaken every year. For remembering my friend Walter. These are the 
days I look forward to. The whole year. It is so special that you know so much about the war and that 
the school children learn so much it. Every year people celebrate the liberation of the Netherlands. Last 
Saturday, when I joined the Freedom Memorial Tour in Barneveld in an army vehicle, lots of people were 
alongside the road to wave at us. It made me emotional and I loved it.”

“The last couple of years I think more and more about the war. I do not regret changing ranks at that time. 
Then I would not have been here and my life would not have been so exciting. I probably would not have 
met Walter anyhow. I feel at home here because I know that my friend Walter will not be forgotten. If I 
would have known this in the fifties I would have come to the Netherlands and would have lived here.”

Since 2009, every year the pupils of group eight of the Hoevelaken primary schools remember the death 
of the Scottish-Canadian Pte. Walter Strang on the 19th of April 1945. They put flowers on the Walter 
Strang Memorial on Park Weldam at Hoevelaken.



58 * October 2015

Forty-Niner

The Story of a Rock
Written by: LCol. (Ret-d.) Hans Brink

This year marked the 70th anniversary of an event 
that I hold very dear to my heart. My mom and 
Dad told me, several times, of their stories of that 
historical day when Holland was liberated by the 
Canadian soldiers and the War was all but over 
in Europe. Although my parents were no-where 
near Hoevelaken, Holland on that day, The Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment (L Edmn R) was (actually they 
were in position a few kilometres west). On 19 
April 1945, a company sized force of the L Edmn 
R, supported by tanks and Bren Gun Carriers, were 
tasked to take down a road block in the town.  
Every obstacle was covered by fire and this was 
no different. A short fire fight ensued with lots of 
artillery and air support and the Germans were 
pushed back. Essentially, the L Edmn R liberated 
the town of Hoevelaken. 

Fast forward to the spring of 2014 and Theo 
Zuurman, a resident of Hoevelaken and a good 
friend of the Regiment, had an idea to build a 
monument in honour of that eventful day in 1945. 
He, and the town, wanted to honour the efforts of 
Canadian soldiers and especially The L Edmn R 
for liberating Hoevelaken. Theo sent me a concept 
drawing of a monument he wanted to build, and 
I asked him if the rock/plinth should come from 
Canada. My thought was that if Canadian soldiers 
came over from Canada, so should part of the 
monument. We all agreed and the plan was set in 
motion. Last fall, I was talking to Marvin Neuman 
of Canada Lands Corporation about the project 
and I asked if there was some large stones lying 
around Griesbach Barracks. He said he didn’t know, 
but he knew someone who did. A few days later 
I was sitting down with Marvin and Joe Weiher 
from Economy Landscaping of Edmonton (who 
have lots of rocks—huge rocks). Incidentally, I also 
discovered during our meeting that they did the 

the landscaping for Valour Place, so there was a 
connection already with the Regiment and our 
HCol. Dennis Erker. Economy Landscaping donated 
the rock, and I went to Sandy Mctaggart and asked 
if he would split the cost of shipping a 1000 lb 
stone to Holland with me. Sandy didn’t hesitate. 
The rock was shipped out in early December and 
landed in Hoevelaken on 22 January. Plenty of time 
to prepare the rock for the ceremonies on the 5 
May 2015.  

I was all prepared to go to Holland and give a 
speech, but a heart attack kept me home.  I heard 
Capt. (Ret.-d) Jack Bowen was going to be there, 
along with Mike Rarog and Bernie Robitaille, and I 
asked Jack if he could stand in for me and give my 
speech. They all experienced the warm hospitality 
of the Dutch people, but the only thing that would 
have made the ceremonies better was if serving 
members could have attended.

No ceremony in Hoevelaken would be complete 
without Ken Froland, a World War Two veteran of 
the Regiment. He was treated like the liberating 
hero all over again. He has returned to Holland 
every year since 2005 to celebrate the liberation 
of Hoevelaken, and has attend the memorial 
service dedicated to Pte. Walter Strang, a member 
of the Regiment killed-in-action on 19 April 1945 
during the fight in the town. He was the only 
fatality from the Regiment that day. There are 
several photographs and videos of the event on 
the Hoevelaken Facebook page for those that are 
interested. All stories from Hoevelaken indicate 
that all the efforts of Theo Zuurman and his circle 
of supporters in Holland made for a wonderful 
celebration of the 70th anniversary of the Liberation 
of Holland.
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Ex. Coyote Bearing III
Photos by: WO Bruce Zawalsky
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Affiliated Cadet Corps
Photos By and Written by: Capt. Darby Whitebone

One of these events is the Regimental Shooting 
Competition. Both Grande Prairie and Edmonton 
boasted about their highly skilled shooting teams, 
with good reason! However, when the smoke had 
cleared and the scores were tallied, an upset had 
happened; #2961 Behchoko Cadet Corps stole the 
trophy.

REGIMENTAL SHOOTING COMPETITION 
TOP INDIVIDUAL SHOT: Cadet Totalik – #3004 
Cambridge Bay
TOP AGGREGATE SCORE: #3004 Cambridge Bay
TOP CORPS: #2850 Grande Prairie, Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment

# 1809 Edmonton Corps 2014 - 2015.

The Cadets Corps of The Loyal Edmonton Regiment 
(L Edmn R) had a busy year. The seven Corps 
affiliated with The L Edmn R participated in both 
regional and local training events which included 
the .22 caliber rifle and the .177 caliber pellet 
shooting competitions, as well as biathlon events. 
All Corps held camping and survival training across 
numerous parts of Northern Alberta, the North 
West Territories, Yukon, and Nunavut. In March 
and April this past year, the Grande Prairie Corps 
sponsored a Vimy Memorial trip. The Cadets had 
the opportunity to walk on the soil where the 49th 
Battalion fought so hard on the 9th of April 1917. 
On 21 April 2015, at the old L Edmn R A Company 
Armoury in Vermilion, Capt. Doug Jordan passed 
command of the #2645 L Edmn R Cadet Corps over 
to Lt. Peter Albert. 

Sadly, the #2961 Cadet Corps in Behchoko, NWT 
stood down. The Regiment picked up another 
affiliation with the Cambridge Bay Corps re-
badging them to The L Edmn R. 

Each year the Regiment sponsors several activities 
which our affiliated Corps can participate in.

Winning team, left to right: C. Angulalik, A. Totalik, 
K. Evalik, A. Gillis, T. Angulalik.
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#2890 Slave Lake completing some community 
Service, 2015.

#2890 Slave Lake Corps, 2015.

#2850 Grande Prairie at the range.

#2645 Vermilion providing a flag party, Nov. 2014. #2645 Vermilion on winter field training exercise.
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 Faces of the Regiment, Yesterday and Today
Written by and Photos Provided By: Fred Rolland

Riding a motorcycle for a 
number of years, I’ve had 
the opportunity to meet 
many people, and one such 
person was Sergeant Brendan 
Yuill, president of The 
Loyal Edmonton Regiment 
Association (LERAC). A few 
years ago, unbeknownst to 
me, he informed me that The 
Loyal Edmonton Regiment had 
an association and that I should attend their yearly 
meeting and annual supper.

I had only spoken with one other member of the 
Regiment since 1970, around the time I left.

The only thing I possessed from that time was 
a picture of the Canada Day, 1 July 1969 honour 
guard that I was a member of for a military tattoo. 
Armed with the picture, and hoping to establish 
contact with any previous members from close to 
45 years ago, I attended the meeting.

Not knowing anyone there but Sgt. Yuill, I 
approached the secretary of the Association, Mr. 
Lem Mundorf, after the meeting, and showed him 
the picture, asking if he might know of anyone in 
it. I was not in the least optimistic that anything 
would come out of my inquiry. 

Mr. Mundorf then responded that he was actually a 
member at that time and he quickly identified three 
past members in the picture. 

“In fact,” he replied, “that guy 
you were sitting with and 
talking to at the meeting is in 
the picture.” He then pointed 
out Cliff Milley.

I immediately spoke to Cliff 
and I showed him the picture. 
He, too, was just as amazed 
as I and he did not know that 
the picture existed. Cliff then 

introduced me to two other gentlemen who served 
during the same time, but were not part of the 
honour guard. 

After exchanging some numbers and getting names 
of prior members, I started my search for the other 
members who served at the same time. Through 
my efforts, I found 13 prior members and six actual 
members of the original 18 who were involved with 
the 1969 Military Tattoo. I organized a luncheon for 
all of us and had a few pictures taken—what can I 
say, once an Eddie, always an Eddie! I was so proud 
to talk to and associate with the men I had known 
in my youth. Fear No Foe, Proud Eddies of 1969!
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Small World
Written by and Photo Provided By: Roy Sundby

Last June, my wife and I were doing some home maintenance and we decided to get really comfortable 
and install central air. When the installer pulled into the driveway, I noticed a picture on the side of his 

van of a young fellow from the Regiment, Zach McCormack. Out of curiosity, I asked the installer about it. 
He said it was his personal tribute to those who served in Afghanistan. 

I asked why he decided on Zach, and he replied that Zach was his nephew. A little later, my daughter 
came by and saw the van and talked to Marcel, the installer. As it turns out, her son, my grandson, and 
Zach were playmates years ago, and my daughter knew his parents. I, myself, proudly served with the 

Regiment and am an active member with the Stony Plain Legion and Stony Plain Cadets. I thought it was 
an interesting  link to the generations of Eddies. It really is a small world. 
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 Coloured Field Service Caps of the 
Edmonton and Loyal Edmonton Regiment 

Written by: Dr. James J. Boulton

The coloured field service caps of the Regiment are 
of particular interest because most officers did not 

wear the regulation pattern, and added a badge that 
had not been approved. Many of the caps worn by 
other ranks were of higher quality than normally 

seen.
In 1937, with the adoption of a new British battle 
dress uniform, the Universal Pattern Field Service 
cap was re-affirmed in khaki as the regulation 
headwear, and a coloured version authorized both 
in Britain and in Canada with a view to providing 
a splash of colour to the drab khaki uniform and 
permitting unit distinctions.  

The pattern, based upon an earlier Austrian cap, 
was adopted for rank and file of the British Army 
and Canadian Militia in 1890 and then for officers 
in 1894. It featured a cap body finished with a 
crown, a peak, and a side curtain which could 
be folded down to form a balaclava in inclement 
weather. The front of the curtain was finished with 
two buttons, which were largely ornamental. 

The caps distinguished each regiment, corps, and 
officers from other ranks through the combinations 
of colours of the body, crown, peak, curtain, and the 
distribution of braid or coloured piping along the 
crown seam, the front and back seams of the body, 
the curtain, and the peak. This permitted hundreds 
of variations. 

The officers of each regiment and corps were 
invited to submit proposed patterns up the chain of 
command to National Defence Headquarters where 
final approval was given by the Master-General of 
the Ordnance.

PURCHASE AND USE

Coloured field service caps were entirely optional 
and not provided by the army at public expense. 
Officers purchased theirs through makers, tailors 
or outfitters. Other ranks’ caps were obtained 
through the quartermaster by purchase or with 
regimental funds. 

The caps were expected to be worn only for 
garrison duty and walking out, where uniformity 
of field service caps was not mandated. If worn on 
parade, all members of the unit were expected to be 
dressed alike. 

OFFICERS

Officers’ caps were generally distinguished by 
superior quality fabric, fine construction, and 
satin or silesia linings with a velvet sweatband. 
Metallic French braid (circular in cross section) was 
restricted to officers’ caps. The pattern selected by 
officers of the Edmonton Regiment was blue and

         The Universal Pattern cap with the curtain 
and peak turned down to show the component parts.
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scarlet, corresponding to the officers’ blue undress 
forage cap with scarlet piping on the crown. It was 
finished with gold French braid.  

While some cap patterns were unique to the unit, 
the pattern selected by the Regiment was similar 
to that of generals, brigadiers, and substantive 
colonels of both the British and the Canadian 
armies, and shared with officers of the Prince 
Edward Island Light Horse and Les Fusiliers de 
Sherbrooke. 

The approved regulation patterns consisted of:

Officers

Colours Braids
Body         blue
Curtain    blue Curtain               gold
Peak         blue Peak                    -
Crown      scarlet Crown                gold

Front seam       gold
Back seam        gold

Other Ranks

Colours Braids
Body         
Curtain    blue Curtain             scarlet
Peak         blue Peak                  -
Crown      scarlet Crown              scarlet

Front seam     scarlet
Back seam      scarlet

The regulation pattern for officers was included in 
the Dress Regulations 1943, specifying gold French 
braid on the crown, front and back seam, and the 
curtain. 

Numerous examples and the photographic record 
show, however, that scarlet piping on the curtain 
were commonly substituted, creating an attractive 
and distinctive pattern. This notwithstanding, the 
Dress Regulations 1947 continue to specify gold 
braid throughout. 

The reason for this unauthorized change is so 
far unknown. It is speculated that the British 
manufacturer, Hobson and Sons, suggested the 
alteration because of the regulation pattern 
resemblance to that of generals and senior staff 
officers who may have indeed been unwilling to 
produce it for the Regiment.  

It is, however, curious that the change was not 
presented to the Master-General of the Ordnance, 
given the considerable correspondence on coloured 
field service caps at every level of the army 
throughout the war.  

The regulation pattern field cap and badge for 
officers. The gold French braid on the curtain is to be 

noted. (WG Huges collection).
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         Officer’s cap, attributed to Lt. T.P.H. Darlington. 
A common variation with the substitution of 

scarlet piping on the curtain. (The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment Military Museum collection).

Officers’ coloured field service caps were of high 
quality construction and were undoubtedly the 
finest headdress made during the war, when 
mess dress and undress order were replaced by 
khaki service dress for all occasions. Caps for the 
Edmonton Regiment were made in both Britain and 
Canada. Canadian makers were often strict and it 
is believed that all Canadian-made caps were the 
regulation pattern. 

OTHER RANKS

Many examples of the caps for the other ranks 
of the Regiment approximate officers’ quality 
interiors, including the velvet sweatband, whether 
it was of Canadian or British manufacture, and 
whether it was with quality or standard shell fabric.

The other ranks’ pattern resembles the coloured 
field service caps for officers of the Midland 
Regiment, the Prince of Wales Rangers, and the 
Westminster Regiment. 

BADGES

Officers of the Regiment 
generally used 
issue brass badges 
available through the 
quartermaster, but the 
coloured field service 
caps were attractive, 
expensive, and often 
great care was taken 
in finishing them with 
handsome badges.

Occasional costly fire gilt 
(gold frosted) officers’ 
badges are seen. Many 
officers’ caps bear gold 
wire embroidered 
badges, made in England, 
reflecting homage to the 
49th Battalion, CEF, but 
this was not officially 
approved. A War Office 
order in March 1941 

A ranks’ cap by Hobson and Sons, London. Officers’ 
quality construction with a black satin lining and 
black velvet sweatband. British bright gilt General 
Service buttons. (The Loyal Edmonton Regiment 

Military Museum collection). 

Fire gilt officers’ badge.

Fine wire-embroidered 
badge.
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actually prohibited embroidered badges.  In 1943, 
the Regiment was re-
designated The Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment and 
the change was reflected 
in a revised badge.

BUTTONS

British General Service buttons are common on 
caps made in England. Canadian-made caps were 
usually finished with Canadian General Service 
buttons. A regimental pattern is known. One 
British-made example curiously bears the 1901 
Canadian Militia pattern buttons that the maker 
had available. 

The regulation size was 20-ligne (1/2 inch, 13 mm) 
but there was a small range of sizes seen in use. 

A brass badge. The scarlet 
backing was added 

pursuant to orders in July 
1944 and March 1945.

Top left: British GS
Top right: Canadian GS. Bottom left: 
Regimental. Bottom right: Canadian 

Militia buttons.

LCol. W.G. Stillman in July 
1941. He commanded the 

Regiment when it was 
mobilized. (MilArt Photo 

Archives) 

The very fine appearance of the most common 
officers’ cap pattern and badge. (The Loyal 

Edmonton Regiment Military Museum collection).

Maj. A.F. McDonald, 
England 1943. The 
buttons are British 

General Service and the 
badge is embroidered 
wire. There is a gold 

braid on the crown and 
seams, and red piping on 

the curtain. 
(MilArt Photo Archives).

Article continues on 
page 75.
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Last Post Fund 
Alberta Branch

Written by: LCol. (Ret-d.) Hans Brink

It did not take long for someone to recruit me into 
doing another volunteer job. A year or so ago, the 
National President MGen. (Ret.-d) Ed Fitch reached 
out to me and asked if I could help re-establish 
the Alberta Branch of the Last Post Fund. I first 
encountered the Fund when they provided support 
for the burial costs of Sergeant Leslie Warton, L 
Edmn R, who died in 2005, just before we went to 
Ortona. 

Ken Usher was able to help, and took an 
extraordinary effort to get approval and funding 
for Sgt. Warton’s funeral, even though not all the 
criteria was met for the burial. Sgt. Warton was 
not a World War Two veteran or Korean veteran, 
he was a serving reservist, but that’s what they 
do; help veterans and their families get a dignified 
burial. 

After checking out the Last Post Fund’s webpage 
and having lengthy conversations with MGen. Ed 
Fitch, I said I would give it a shot. Through my 
involvement as the Vice President of the Edmonton 
United Services Institute (EUSI) and through the 
Royal Alberta United Services Institute (RAUSI) in 
Calgary, we were able to find three other people 
to help; HCol. Ian Taylor in Edmonton and John 
and Janyn Bertram in Calgary. Within the past 
six months, Ken Usher has also joined the Last 
Post Fund, and more recently Tom Bridges in 
Medicine Hat. We are growing and we still need 
representation in other parts of Alberta: Grande 
Prairie, Wainwright, Cold Lake… anywhere a 
cluster of veterans reside. Contact me, by email, at 
brinkh@shaw.ca if you are interested. 

Part of my mandate is to promote the organization 
on what they do for veteran’s families. The 

following information has been posted, and taken, 
from the Last Post Fund webpage.

What is the Last Post Fund?

The Last Post Fund is a non-profit organization, 
which delivers the Funeral and Burial Program 
on behalf of Veterans Affairs Canada. The primary 
objective of the Last Post Fund is to ensure that no 
Veteran is denied a dignified funeral and burial due 
to lack of sufficient funds at time of death.

In addition to delivering the Funeral and Burial 
Program, the Last Post Fund supports other 
initiatives to commemorate Canadian Veterans. 
Moreover, the Last Post Fund maintains its own 
military cemetery, the National Field of Honour in 
Pointe-Claire, Quebec. It is a permanent memorial 
of gratitude to the men and women who served 
their country in times of war and peace.

Who is eligible for assistance through the 
Funeral and Burial Program? 

To qualify for the Funeral and Burial Program, 
Veterans must meet certain financial and service-
related criteria. It is important to note that every 
case is unique and coverage is not automatic. 
Please contact the Last Post Fund to discuss specific 
situations.
What military service criteria must be met 
to qualify for assistance? 

Under the program, the LPF may provide funeral 
and burial assistance to:

• a former member of the Canadian Armed 
Forces or any predecessor naval, army or air 
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forces of Canada or Newfoundland; or
• a Canadian Merchant Navy Veteran of the 

Second World War or the Korean War; or
• an Allied Veteran who served with the Allied 

Forces during the Second World War or the 
Korean War and has also lived in Canada for 
at least 10 years, or lived in Canada prior to 
enlisting and was living in Canada at time of 
death.

If the estate of the deceased and the financial 
resources of any surviving spouse are not sufficient 
to pay the expenses of the funeral and burial (as 
determined by the means test described on the 
website www.lastpostfund.ca) then assistance may 
be provided to cover all or part of the cost. 

Within Alberta, we need the help of those reading 
this article as we are searching for unmarked 
graves of veterans. These veterans’ graves have 
gone unrecognized since the First World War. They 
are usually located in small “Fields of Honour” 
in cemeteries all over the province.   They can be 
located in a cluster of graves where some veterans’ 
graves are already marked.  

If you see one or two plots next to a veteran’s 
grave and it is not marked it probably belongs to a 
veteran. I ask that you email me the location of this 
unmarked grave and our branch will do the rest.

The next time you go out for a motorcycle ride into 
rural Alberta, stop by that small cemetery and see if 
you can locate an unmarked veteran’s grave.

Our affiliated Cadet Corps can also do the same.  
Make it a Remembrance Week Project to find and 
report a veteran’s unmarked grave.

Activities at the 
Museum

Compiled by: Alisha Lyrette

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment 
Military Museum has been hard at 
work in maintaining our collections, 
updating the galleries, completing 
research requests, and providing 
tours in the 2014 year. While not 

fully indicative of the total number of 
visitors that went through the Museum, 326 people 
did sign and comment in our visitor book: 

• From local area, 211
• From other parts of Alberta, 39
• From other parts of Canada, 52
• From outside Canada, 24

Of particular interest were some of the comments 
made by visitors from outside of Canada:

Germany:  Awesome, thank you so much! Great! 
Interesting museum about your and my history; 
and such a cool museum. Definitely coming back.

USA: Great tour. Brings the time into perspective. 
Thank you!

Columbia: Good learning experience of Canadian 
history.

Poland: Nice history lesson.

China: Awesome! Very nice and comprehensive.

Ukraine: It’s the best military museum I have ever 
seen.

Fiji Islands: Loved it. My husband’s great, great 
Uncle served with the Regiment.

Mexico: Awesome!
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In addition to the main display showcasing the 
heritage of The Loyal Edmonton Regiment (L Edmn 
R), visitors to the Museum’s Griesbach Gallery 
saw two temporary exhibits: Wait for Me Daddy 
and The Eerie Battle of Ortona. Wait for Me Daddy 
features the history of the iconic 1 October 1940 
photograph of five year old “Whitey” Bernard, taken 
in New Westminster, BC, as he reached out to his 
father (who was departing on military service). In 
2014, the City of New Westminster commissioned 
a bronze statue, the Royal Canadian Mint issued 
a special toonie, and Canada Post issued a stamp 
in remembrance of this event. Photographs of the 
statue, as well as examples of the coin and stamp, 
are on display. 

The Eerie Battle of Ortona exhibit was set up 
to participate in the Archives Society of Alberta 
(ASA) Archives Week. The Museum became an 
institutional member of the ASA in September 
2014. The display featured photographs of 
a temporary graveyard from the Regiment’s 
participation in the gruelling Battle of Ortona, 
which was fought in Italy over Christmas week in 
1943. Also displayed was a memorial book created 
by a woman whose brother fell in the fight. A 
newspaper article from the book, which inspired 
the exhibit’s name, was also showcased. 

Another big project this year was reviving the 
Museum newsletter Remember. Over the next four 
years, the goal of this newsletter is to highlight 
the 100th anniversary events of the First World 
War with an emphasis on Edmonton and the 49th 
Battalion. It will also include articles related to 
the Second World War and more current events, 
including Museum activities. All the issues 
are available on the Museum website, www.
lermuseum.org. Those who are not receiving the 
newsletter but wish to, can email the Museum at 
lermusm@telus.net and request that they be placed 
on the mailing list.

An article titled Military Museums, written by the 
Museum’s Director of Exhibits David Haas, was 
published as the lead article in the November/
December 2014 edition of the Canadian Museums 
Association’s magazine Muse. It explored several 
facets of military museums, including the areas of 
politicization, descriptive text incongruities, live 
weapons and their historicity, styles of museums, 
and archival and library issues. The article 
contained a number of photographs of our museum 
and ran a full eleven pages. Those interested in 
reading the article can find it at the Canadian 
Museums Association website www.museums.ca. 

David also curated an 
exhibit to complement 
the ANZAC Day 
100th anniversary 
Commemoration 
Dinner in April of this 
year. Vanessa Johnson, 
who volunteers 
weekly at the Museum, 
and Collections’ 
Manager Kathleen 
Haggerty, installed 
and hosted the exhibit. 
In November 2014, 
Vanessa partnered with 
Veterans Affairs Canada to curate the Veterans 
Week window exhibit in the lobby of Canada Place. 
In March 2015, she curated a second exhibit, this 
time for the 2015 Spring National Stamp Show with 
volunteer Ed Buchholz. Artefacts related to mail 
from both the First and Second World Wars were 
selected and displayed at the stamp show. Each of 
the off-site temporary exhibits was well received 
and generated positive interest and feedback. 

As part of the Museum’s on-going efforts to 
consolidate its collection, numerous museum 
personnel and volunteers, since 2013, and most 
recently Erica Tsui, have been involved with an

Vanessa with The Honourable 
Laurie Hawn at ANZAC Day 100th 

Anniversary Commemoration 
Dinner.
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soldiers. The kit includes soldiers’ photographs, 
personal letters, artefacts, engaging activities and 
information to enhance the students learning 
experience. The Operation: Soldier kit has been 
tested in an Edmonton public school and was met 
with enthusiasm from both students and teachers. 

The Operation: Coyote education kit is near 
completion and will be ready for classroom testing 
this coming 2015/16 school year. This educational 
kit was made for students from Grade 1-3, with 
an emphasis on symbols of Canada, the military, 
and our own 49th Battalion in the First World 
War through to The L Edmn R today. Students 
will discover and learn the role of animals as 
symbols and workers during military missions 
through hands-on activities and artefacts. The 
Museum is looking forward to promoting this 
educational experience in the classroom as these 
kits are a great addition to the Museum’s public 
programming area. Share this news with your 
educator contacts to reserve a kit for this unique 
in-class learning experience. 

We would like to thank all our volunteers: Darcia 
Arndt, Edward Buchholtz, Alycia Christie, Tracy 
Cowherd, Ken Dilley, Ian Edwards, Steve Forth, Pat 
Grier, Bruce Hunter, Ted Howard, Vanessa Johnson, 
Megan Klak, Lance Kelly, Rory MacDougall, Eva 
McPhee, Eli Munguia, Lem Mundorf, Craig Nash, 
Garnet Rooney, Erica Tsui, Maurice White, and Elsie 
White. They have been invaluable in collections 
processing, storage upgrades, and gallery 
maintenance. 
 
For more information about the Museum’s 
activities take a look at the Annual Report available 
on our website at www.lermuseum.org, and within 
the Forty-Niner. Alternatively, check out The Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment Military Museum Facebook 
page or follow us on Twitter @49bnlermus.

project to sort through 
the book room’s 
military manual 
collection. Over 
time, the Museum 
has amassed a large 
number of manuals, 
and in order to 
ensure that enough 
space remains for 
future donations, all 
manuals in triplicate 
or above are being 
transferred out of 

the collection. The 
Museum has partnered 

with the Wartime Canada project, supported by 
the University of Western Ontario, whose goal is to 
digitize material related to the lives of Canadians 
in wartime so that these documents can become 
freely available to anyone interested in consulting 
them. All items transferred from the Museum’s 
book collection to the Wartime Canada project will 
ultimately be scanned and will become available on 
Wartime Canada’s website, http://wartimecanada.
ca/. 

This past year, Project Contractor Tracy Cowherd 
was tasked with 
completing the 
production, 
implementing, testing, 
and market sampling 
of Operation: Soldier 
and Operation: Coyote 
education kits. The 
Operation: Soldier 
education kit is 
geared towards Grade 
4-6 students and 
focuses on curricular 
connections related to 
the daily life of First and Second World War 

Alisha and Erica sorting through 
military manuals.

Tracy with an educational kit.



72 * October 2015

Forty-Niner

My First Experience Curating a Display
Written by: Alycia Christie

In November 2014, I was given the opportunity 
to create a small display that would accompany a 
Remembrance Day recital put on by the Alberta 
College Conservatory of Music. The show featured 
songs, letters, and poems performed by Clint 
Hagel, Faye Stollery, and Emily Grieve, all dating 
from the First World War period. The show, for 
me, really touched on something that I have come 
to experience while volunteering with The Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment Military Museum—the 
personal side of the veterans we remember. This 
was, coincidently, the exact theme I wanted to 
convey in my display. Working with our museum’s 
collections manager, I curated a display that aimed 
to celebrate the soldiers’ efforts during the Great 
War; showing the depth of these men who served 
our country.  

After digging through several boxes, I came 
across a photograph of a group of soldiers playing 
instruments and singing together. When I saw 
the photo, I imagined what kind of songs the men 
would be singing and if the music was able to lift 
their spirits during the hard times they faced. I 
found a couple of books featuring popular wartime 
songs, which I included with the display during 
the recital, and several women laughed and smiled 
as they flipped through the songbooks, trying to 
recall the tunes. I felt like we were all sharing a 
connection. The display also included an officer’s 
tunic, complete with a cap, a helmet, a canteen, and 
binoculars so that people could really visualize the 
men from this time. While selecting items for the 
display, I was surprised when I came across a field 
sewing pack as it was something that I had not 
considered soldiers having in their possession.

A lot of civilians, like me, are brought up with a 
limited understanding of the day-to-day lives of the 
veterans we remember. A few people at the show 
commented on this, stating that they too did not 
realize the all-encompassing duties that soldiers 
must take on.

Presenting the display was a wonderful experience 
for me. People were genuinely interested in the 
stories behind the artefacts, and they were more 
than willing to talk and ask questions about the 
items. I believe that seeing the personal side of 
these men helps younger generations connect to 
the past and truly remember the sacrifices veterans 
have made for us.
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Soldier Through Time Camp
Photos By and Written by:  WO (Ret-d.) Ted Howard

Author’s Note: This is just a short update on last year’s summer camps. The details of running the camp were 
aptly recorded in the last edition of the Forty-Niner.

2014 brought two more successful summer camps, with over a dozen participants in each. The five day 
Soldier Through Time program is run with the City of Edmonton, who collect the fees and provides the 

camp counselors. Marcella Boyle, Heather Kennedy, and Meredith Mantooth did an outstanding job with 
the help of museum volunteers and staff (thank you, Kathleen!).

2014s tour day took place at Jefferson Armouries with the Regiment; the campers had a good look at the 
vehicles out front, as well as the active vehicles in the parking lot. They were also treated to a visit by the 
Princess Patricia Canadian Light Infantry with one of their LAV IIIs. Later, we had a “Taste of Edmonton, 

military style” that was conducted using simulated rations eaten cold.

2015s camp has had some enhancements; camper uniforms were an L Edmn R T-shirt and a hat that will 
be augmented by a simulated 1954-pattern web belt, and the camp will also include videos of weapons 

firing and vehicles will be driven for lunch time entertainment.

Dates available for the camp are provided, each year, in the City’s Summer Programs booklet, or you can 
also contact the Museum for further information.
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The Infantry Rifle
Photos By and Written by:  WO (Ret-d.) Ted Howard

The rifle I love to disrespect is 
the Lee-Enfield. When I was a 
boy, one could purchase these 
retired military weapons in 
the local Army and Navy for 
a few bucks. Like most North 
Americans, I had the opinion 
that if it was cheap, it was no 
good. Obsolete and worthless. 
It was, however, my 
understanding that we won the Boer War, the First 
World War, the Second World War, and the Korean 
War with this weapon and a light bulb somewhere 
in my mind switched on; I thought it was worth a 
second look.

For some time at the Museum, I have been using the 
concept (with most visitors) that there is a reason 
for everything. Hence, I have been telling the public 
that the reason the Lee-Enfield is designed with all 
wood is because if one ran out of bullets, it would 
make a bloody good club. The barrel, by this time 
though, would be quite hot, and in reality it would 
not be suitable to touch in order to swing the thing. 

With this in mind we do have, on display, a drawing 
of a group of men from the World War One period 
who are all holding their rifles by the front portion 
and swinging the weapons as clubs. I somehow 
managed to mention this to a group of kids taking 
the Soldier Though Time camp. I was proud when 
Maurice White, our World War Two veteran, talked 
to the kids when they asked about using the rifles 
as clubs. Maurice stated that in World War Two 
they never used the weapon in this fashion.

So now the why factor kicks 
in, and I had to think about it 
for a day before I realized that 
for the Canadians in World 
War Two we were mostly 
on the offence. As such, one 
would not attack if one was 
very low on ammo. In World 
War One, they carried less 
ammunition and were on 

the defence a lot more than World War Two. They 
also had to deal with, in some cases, long sustained 
attaches without re-supply.

To this day, we carry a bayonet. The veterans tell 
me they did not actually use them in World War 
Two, save one time when they put them on while 
on patrol, but they never did use them. Yet we still 
carry them today. The German army, however, 
has long since abandoned bayonets, something I 
learned when I was in Germany in 1972, as they 
believe it is unneeded extra weight. I, and most of 
my generation, always carried a second knife to cut 
string, etc. since the bayonet was not sharp enough 
for most daily tasks and was reserved for that 
glorious attack that never came. 

So should one keep something, just in case? It is a 
fall back that is always available with this rifle, even 
though you don’t use it most of the time. Would 
you remove the emergency break from your car if 
you, like me, never used it? Would you recommend 
the removal of all fire extinguishers from their 
locations as they are rarely used?
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The FNC1A1 of my day, and later weapons, were 
not made for direct fighting—though the FNC1A1 
would pack a good punch with the butt stoke as it 
was quite heavy and it had a steel butt plate. But to 
employ this, you would have to be very close to the 
enemy.

The World War Two veterans that I have spoken to 
only told me that there main concern was running 
out of ammunition. They used a slow fire bolt 
operated weapon, and they had a backup in the rifle 
itself, which was both heavy enough to do damage 
and long enough to be effective in reach.

Though I never thought I would say this, but given 
my choice of all the weapons in the Museum and 
that I have seen today, my weapon of choice would 
be the Lee-Enfield, or that of a similar weapon 
which uses something a little smaller than the .303 
round and much larger than the .223 of today. This 
is my opinion today, though I remain open to new 
ideas.

Continuation from Coloured Field Service 
Caps on the Edmonton Regiment and Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment on page 67.

Officers of the Regiment pictured in Britain in 
1941. All are wearing coloured field service caps. 
Included in the group are an officer of the Royal 
Canadian Army Medical Corps and one of the Royal 
Canadian Army Pay Corps, wearing their respective 
corps coloured caps. The chaplain at far right, an 
honourary captain, is wearing a khaki field service 
cap.  

Reference:  Boulton, J.J. and C.M. Law - Canadian 
Field Service Caps Service Publications 2014
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Fortyniner, 1915 Edition, page 23.
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Fortyniner, 1915 Edition, page 24.
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Return of the Borrowed Typewriter
Written by: Laurel Deedrick-Mayne

There is an old adage, “Truth is stranger than 
fiction,” and even if this is not always true, it is, 
at least, the foundation of fiction. When I began 
writing the novel, A Wake For The Dreamland, 
which follows three Edmonton friends through 
World War Two and its aftermath, I knew that a 
valuable resource for my research lay, literally, on 
my doorstep, at The Loyal Edmonton Regiment 
Museum and Archives. A television news clip about 
the 60th anniversary of the Battle of Ortona ignited 
my imagination and in the spring of 2004, I took 
my first tentative steps into the Prince of Wales 
Armoury. 

There, I was greeted by an imposing figure, David 
Haas, to whom I stammered some vague synopsis 
of the novel I had in mind. “Oh, you’ll want to talk to 
Bill Teleske.” 

He gave me Bill’s phone number and the rest, 
as they say, is history. A beautiful friendship 
developed as Bill generously answered every naïve 
question I posed and I joined him by volunteering 
at the museum. 

Bill took my husband and I to the Regimental 
Dinner at the Garrison. We took him to the theatre 
and premiere screening of the film, Passchendaele; 
written, directed by and starring our friend Paul 
Gross. At the end of movie, during the question 
period, Bill took the microphone from Paul and 
congratulated him on doing such a good job of the 
battle scenes. “I should know,” he said. “I was a 
street fighter in the battle of Ortona.” 

The audience leapt to their feet in a standing 
ovation for Bill. He “stole” the show. Evidently, such 
thievery was nothing new to Bill. During hours and

hours of interviews, and many pots of coffee in 
my living room, he spun a great number of stories 
including his “liberating” of a typewriter in Italy. 

“Bill,” I said, “Can I please steal your story?” 
“Only if you give me a part in your book.”
“Only if you put the true version in the Forty-Niner.”

We have both fulfilled our side of the bargain. 
Now, four years since Bill Teleske’s passing, and 
in celebration of the Centenary of the Regimental 
Magazine, it is an honour to pay tribute with his 
words, and mine: truth and fiction.

The Borrowed Typewriter (from the Forty-
Niner, Issue No. 108, October 2009)

Decades Old Disappearance Explained

By: Bill Teleske

In the spring of 1944 The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment was on the move along the rest of the 

brigade from one side of Italy to the other side and 
back again—trying to confuse the enemy. I was 
writing poetry and short stories to send to our 

army newspaper The Maple Leaf, but they wouldn’t 
always print them if they were hand-written, so I 

needed a typewriter.

 We were in the city of Florence when I 
happened to spy one on a desk in the police station. 

I walked in with the hope that I might be able to 
buy one or trade something for the typewriter, 
because I knew that some police were corrupt. 

There was no one around so I borrowed it.

 When the police found that the typewriter 
was missing they started to raise hell, and I was 
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afraid to return it. I thought that maybe later on 
when it got dark and there was no one around I 
would sneak back and return it. As luck would 

have it the whole regiment pulled out under the 
cover of darkness. I still had the machine and there 

was no way that I could return it. I worked in the 
quartermaster stores, so there was no problem in 

packing it around.

Excerpt from Chapter Fourteen of A Wake 
For The Dreamland 

 Sicily: July 1943

 The outfit was milling about the square.

 “Hey, Faroni.” He looked around. “Over here. 
Are you blind?” 

 William was squatting in the doorway of a 
Fascist office less than five yards down the street. 
A poster in the window bore Mussolini’s photo and 
the slogan, “Viva Il Duce.” Will had the contents 
of his haversack scattered about his feet and was 
wrestling with the pack. Robert sauntered over. 
“Jesus, what the hell are you doing?” 

 William grinned up. “Got me a typewriter. 
Little black beauty. Free.”

 “What do you mean, ‘free,’ you nut case?” 

 “Just what I said. Those Fascist pigs left the 
shop unattended so I helped myself.” 

  “And you’re tossing out all your food and 
gear for a bloody typewriter? Are you out of your 
cotton-pickin’ mind? What are you going to eat? 
The alphabet?”

 “No, no, no. Boss Teleske will keep it back in 
stores for me, I’m sure of it. Just as soon as we get 
some transport, he’ll look after it, betcha a nickel.”

 “Betcha a hundred lira he won’t. This heat 

has baked your brain.”

 “No, no, no. Didn’t you hear? There’s going to 
be a magazine set up, by the troops, for the troops. 
Maple Leaf Rag or something. But if you want to 
submit anything, it has to be typewritten. I was 
reading the notice on the ship and Boss walks up 
and says to me, ‘Oh no you don’t, Shepherd. Don’t 
even think it. Every time you use my typewriter, 
you bugger it up. You’re cut off.’ Bit of a cheek, 
really, since I only borrowed it a couple times, to 
send a poem home to the Journal. You got room for 
these rations?” 

 Rob shrugged out of his pack and took a 
couple tins. “I won’t haul all your stuff.”

 “Thanks,” Will smiled. He tried to shove 
another tin into the corner of his haversack. “Here, 
take this, too. That’s the last I’ll ask you.”

 “Fine. Let’s see what we can do.” He was 
tucking what he could into his web belt. “But God 
only knows when you’re going to be able to pawn 
this contraption off on your little store-man friend 
and in the meantime, there’s a war on.”

 “Yeah, it’s a bloody battlefield out here.” 
Civilians were showering the regiment with 
flowers, wine, and kisses. Italian soldiers were 
surrendering in droves and even the old folks were 
clapping as the unit marched out of the village and 
into the hills.

 Still, the day dragged on as section by 
section the regiment shuffled through the 
shimmering, monochromatic countryside. But 
here and there cactus hedges with vulgar-looking 
dead flowerheads loomed from folds in the barren 
landscape, and the tangy scent of sage wafted up 
from the along the verges. Empty canteens jostled 
from clips and men dreamt of water as they walked. 
Once, a startled flock of pelicans took flight in a
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stunning display of aeronautics as the men 
watched in wonder. An hour before dusk they 
halted, took out their wadding, and cleaned the 
pervasive powdery dust from the nooks and 
crannies of their rifles. 

 As the sun sank into the horizon they stood 
to for an hour in a grove of lemon trees, alert to a 
possible attack. At nightfall they were allowed to 
devour the meagre remains of their compo packs. 
William feigned fullness, penance for asking Robert 
to carry most of his food — which, he’d noted, 
Robert had distributed generously into the hands 
of begging village children. 

 Gas capes were spread beneath the trees 
and the cool, dark night brought a blessed reprieve 
from the searing light and blistering heat of day. A 
sliver of moon hung amidst a smattering of stars 
and reminded William of a time he and Arnold 
Smith camped on the high rise of land between 
their respective farms. He remembered how 
Arnie’s knobby knee had brushed against his own 
as they lay with their hands behind their heads, 
watching clouds drift across the moon. He recalled 
how the frogs croaked on the banks of the stream 
where earlier in the day he and Arnie had watched 
salamanders burrow in the muddy banks. 

 Too dry here for salamanders and frogs, he 
thought now; here was home to sand and lizards. 
Here lay the men of his section, the ten most 
important people in the world. The men he could 
distinguish, even in the darkness, by their unique 
snores and snuffles. What would you sound like, 
Arnold? Would you still have that gentle wheeze 
from when the aspens bloomed and the rape fields 
ripened? He sighed, shifted, and drifted off to sleep 
to the sound of distant cicadas and nearby Goofy’s 
whistle of a snore. 

 He woke with a start. His eyes shot open. A 
hand gripped his shoulder. Another covered his

mouth. He pried the hand away. “Jesus, Boss!” he 
hissed. “Don’t you ever knock?” He rubbed his eyes. 
The eastern sky was tinged with pink. The cool air 
already held the promise, or threat, of heat. “You 
scared the living daylights out of me.” Then he 
smiled inquisitively. “What the hell are you doing 
here?”
 “Well, Bub, I heard about your little 
impromptu shopping spree.”
 “Oh.”
 “Oh, yeah. And since we haven’t scheduled 
dinner at the Ritz any time soon, I thought I’d come 
swap you some grub for the typewriter.” He shook 
his head. “You are one crazy bugger, you know.”

 Saunders rolled over and leaned up on an 
elbow. “What the …?” 
 “Shhh!” said William and Boss together. 
 “Go back to sleep.” Boss emptied his 
haversack. “Here’s your grub.”
 “What, no trifle?” 

 “Just hard tack and jam, you ungrateful 
bastard.” He smiled at Will. “I have to get back. 
Sometime before the year is up you’re bound to 
get a break and you can come down and see me. 
Meanwhile, I’ll keep your, uh, acquisition secret. 
Don’t worry.”

 As he wriggled the machine from his pack, 
Will said, “I won’t be sorry to not be lugging this 
beast around. You’re a real pal, Boss.”

 “Don’t I know it? Say, you do know these 
Eyetie typewriters are missing a bunch of letters, 
don’t you?” 
 “Say what?”

 Bill Teleske rose and slung his pack over his 
shoulder with a clunk. “You’ll see.” He sauntered off 
through the awakening clusters of men. “Cheerio,” 
he waved.
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More from Bill Teleske’s story:

 I used it for several months, but I knew I 
wouldn’t be working in the stores all the time and I 
didn’t want to lose it, so I dismantled it and sent it 

home piece-by-piece. It took quite a while, but I got 
it there. When I got home after the war I asked my 
sister if she still had it, and she said, yes, it was in 
a box in the basement. I then took the box of parts 
to the Underwood Repair Depot and asked if they 
could reassemble the machine, and they said they 

would give it a try.

 About three or four months passed until 
they phoned me and said the typewriter was ready. 

I was expecting a huge bill and was almost afraid 
to ask, but they informed me that there was no 

charge; it was free. They said they had enjoyed the 
challenge and besides, I paid my dues by serving 

the country in times of need.

I really didn’t mean to steal that typewriter.

From Chapter Nineteen of A Wake For The 
Dreamland:

M-16168 Private William Walter Shepherd

B Company, Loyal Edmonton Regiment

Central Mediterranean Force

November 1, 1943

Dear Sidney,

 I am so sorry to hear about your mother and 
have written a note to your father, which you are 
most welcome to read. I hope you are doing as well 
as you can, under the circumstances. 

 We are having a rest right now in the middle 
of nowhere while the brass are enjoying a seaside 
holiday, billeted in hotels with hot running water 

and maid service. We are to be content with being 
bussed, in groups of a hundred or so, for a day at 
the beach (hardly sun and sand time of year) and 
then brought back to this hell hole. The best I can 
hope for is a day trip to the seaside or a 12 or 48 
in what is being referred to as “Maple Leaf City,” 
where one might be able to find a greater variety of 
stimulating entertainment. 

 I’ll report on any escapades if I actually get 
there. Meanwhile, we are trying to make the most 
of things, as much as one can in constant rain. A 
few of us, no longer content to camp in the great 
outdoors and not being provided with any inside 
accommodation, and in keeping with the old adage 
“One man’s trash is another man’s treasure,” have 
cobbled together our own home sweet home as we 
are to be here for a few weeks. 

 We have one solid wall (the back of a 
brickyard), two canvas ones, and one wooden 
one. We used a toolbox acquired from an Italian 
locomotive, and with bricks gathered up from the 
yard have built a reasonable fireplace. I have a 
friend in stores who has given us a few hints on 
where we can find other bits of paraphernalia to 
make our little hovel more comfortable. 

 They’re going to be showing movies in the 
brickyard. That should be fun. I’m sending you 
quite a number of small parcels and a couple rather 
larger, heavier ones. You don’t even have to open 
them. I’ll deal with them when I get back. Just hang 
on to them for me. Enclosed with this letter are 
a number of poems I’ve penned here. Some have 
gone by the by so I don’t want to lose what’s left.

Thanks and take care, old bean.

William
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 Boss Teleske had told William on the “QT” 
that things might heat up soon and he didn’t have 
space to safely hide Will’s ‘acquisition’ any longer. 
So William dismantled, piece by painstaking piece, 
the typewriter he’d “liberated” so long ago in Sicily. 

 He then divided the pieces into small 
packages that fell within the size and weight 
restrictions for parcels shipped home from “Maple 
Leaf City” — actually the city of Campobasso, 
nestled in the Biferno River Basin, surrounded 
by mountains and completely inhabited by the 
Canadian army. From this place of temporary 
refuge William commended, by military mail, his 
treasured typewriter into Sidney’s care.

From Chapter Thirty-five of A Wake For The 
Dreamland:

 In the glow of the lamplight was the 
typewriter William had mailed in pieces to Sidney 
all those years ago from Italy. In a flash he saw 
Robert — What are you going to eat? The alphabet? 
And Bill Teleske — Hell’s Belles! 

 “I had it completely reassembled by 
the Underwood Company. Complete with a 
qwerty keyboard. Those Italians have barely any 
consonants.”

 Will slid into the well-worn oak chair where 
Sid Senior used to sit and ran his trembling fingers 
lightly over the keys, the carriage return, his mind 
awash in the memory of the day he’d liberated it 
from the Sicilian police. “Well, I’ll be damned,” he 
said, his chin quivering and eyes brimming. 

For more information of Laurel Mayne’s novel, 
A Wake For The Dreamland, please refer to her 
website at: http://www.friesenpress.com/
bookstore/title/119734000017192193/Laurel-
Deedrick-Mayne-A-Wake-For-The-Dreamland

Friends William, Robert, and Annie are on the cusp of adulthood 
while the world is on the brink of war. It is a Canadian summer 
in 1939 and Robert and Annie’s love has blossomed, even as 
the inevitability of the boys joining up means separation and 
the first of many losses. Fearing he might not return, Robert 
makes William promise to take care of Annie. Every arena of 
their lives is infiltrated by the war, from the home front to the 
underground of queer London to the bloody battlefields of Italy. 
Even in the aftermath, in the shadow of The Dreamland, these 
friends fight their own inner battles: to have faith in their right 
to love and be loved, to honour their promises and ultimately 
find their way “home.”

“Laurel Deedrick-Mayne recreates, with astonishing depth and nuance, a 

part of our war history that hasn’t been written about nearly enough. For 

that alone, this book is a must-read: and yet there is so much more, too, 

to enthrall us in A Wake for the Dreamland. Here is a novel which takes us 

from the big-sky beauty of Alberta to the shimmering hills of Italy, from the 

energetic buzz of young Edmonton to the swinging step of wartime London 

to the dark heart of war itself. And it takes, us, as well, deep into a shattered 

mind, into broken hearts, into the shame and rapture of lust — and the joy 

of love. Accomplishing all this in one novel is an extraordinary feat; this is an 

extraordinary book. By turns hilarious, harrowing, and heartbreaking, it will 

dig deep into your heart and never let you go.”

Melanie Little, author of  

The Apprentice’s Masterpiece and Confidence

2585387814609
 

ISBN 9781460258538

90000 >
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Cover Photo by Nico Humby

Continuation from Griesbach the Athlete on 
page 34.

On joining the 49th, Alex would certainly have 
become aware of “Billy”, as Griesbach was 
universally known, but it is less probable that 
he would have been aware of Griesbach’s role 
as a runner two decades earlier. Alex’s prowess 
in races is featured in a play Running: The Alex 
Decoteau Story, by playwright Charlotte Cameron. 
Cameron has Alex describing a “dream” race 
between himself and two other famed Aboriginal 
long distance runners, Canada’s Tom Longboat 
and America’s Jim Thorpe. Perhaps Griesbach, an 
undeniably competitive man, speculated on the 
outcome of a race “if the Gods could arrange” for 
him and Alex to meet in their respective racing 
primes, over an intermediate distance where 
neither had a pronounced advantage. Or maybe this 
is an occasional debate between the two former 
runners in the Loyal Edmonton Regiment’s corner 
in Valhalla.
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Last Post
Compiled by: WO (Ret-d.) Ted Howard

BAEKELAND, Roger Ronald 

November 16, 1937 - June 8, 2015

Suddenly, and with his best friend 
and loving wife of 57 years at his 

side, Roger Baekeland passed away on June 8 
in Winnipeg at St. Boniface General Hospital. 
Born and raised in St. Boniface, Manitoba, Roger 
graduated from the University of Manitoba in 1958 
with a degree in geological engineering. He was 
employed by Imperial Oil, Texaco, Forest Oil and 
Trend Exploration. In 1975 he founded his own 
company, Jaya Resources in Calgary, from which he 
had just recently retired. 

He proudly served as a second-lieutenant in the 
Canadian Army Reserve, Loyal Edmonton Regiment 
(PPCLI) from 1960 to 1965. He was at his happiest 
being a long-term member of the Chaine des 
Rotisseurs (Calgary Bailliage). Roger joined the 
Chaine in 1986 and over the course of his Chaine 
career held almost every position on the local 
council, including Bailli Regional. He was then 
appointed Echanson for Canada and opened the 
first Order Mondial in Canada, in Calgary. He also 
held memberships in the Canyon Meadows Golf and 
Country Club, the Glencoe Club and the Petroleum 
Club. These all fed his favourite hobbies: food, wine, 
travel and golf. His intellect, mischievous nature 
and magnetic personality were only surpassed 
by his generosity and genuine love of family and 
friends. 

He was truly one of a kind. Roger is survived by his 
wife Lee (nee Janssens); three sons Allen (Jennifer), 
Steven (Holly), and Gregg; sister Rena (Jim) Parker; 
grandchildren Page, Kamaren, and Silas; as well as 

numerous nieces, nephews, and in- laws. He 
was predeceased by his parents Omer and Eva 
Baekeland; brother Gus and sister-in-law Ruby 
Baekeland; and nephew Richard Baekeland. The 
family would like to thank the cardiac staff at St. 
Boniface General Hospital and the cardiac unit 
of Concordia Hospital, especially Nancy, for their 
kindness and professionalism. Funeral Mass will 
be celebrated at St. Michael Catholic Community 
Church (800 – 85 Street S.W.) on Tuesday, June 30, 
2015 at 11:00 a.m. A reception will follow at the 
Calgary Golf and Country Club. Graveside Service to 
take place at Eden Brook Memorial Gardens (west 
end of 17 Ave. SW) on Thursday, July 2, 2015 at 
11:00 a.m. Condolences may be forwarded through 
www.mcinnisandholloway.com. If friends so 
desire, memorial donations may be made directly 
to St. Mary’s University, 14500 Bannister Rd. 
S.E., Calgary, AB T2X 1Z4, info@stmu.ca. In living 
memory of Roger Baekeland, a tree will be planted 
at Fish Creek Provincial Park. Published in The 
Calgary Herald on June 23, 2015

BERRY, Myron Lowther

Mr. Berry passed away Tuesday April 22nd, 2014 at 
the age of 91 in Cardston, Alberta. He is survived 
by his loving  children: Bryce (Margaret) of Logan, 
Utah, Maxine (Nolan Berger) of Rexberg,  Idaho, 
Myrna Remington of Cardston, Alberta, Thomas 
Berry of Aetna, Alberta, Lydia (Leonard Morton) 
of  Del Bonita, Alberta, son-in-law Timothy Elmer 
of Texas, his sister in-law, Newana Berry and dear 
friend Jean Tillman. Dad was deeply loved and will 
be greatly missed by his 18 grandchildren and 33 
great-grandchildren. He was predeceased by his
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Temple  Street Chapel on Saturday, April 26th, 2014 
at  11:00 a.m. Interment in the Cardston Cemetery. 
Email your condolences to:  legacyfh@telus.net 
Legacy Funeral Homes Ltd. P.O. Box 208 Cardston, 
Alberta T0K 0K0 Phone (403) 653-3222 Fax (403) 
653-3677 legacyfh@telus.net

BOYD, John Ross Samuel
January 25, 1953- May 20, 2015

John passed away peacefully in his sleep on May 
20th at St. Joseph’s Auxiliary Hospital in Edmonton. 
John was a kind-hearted, gentle man who liked 
the simple things in life and everyone he met 
unconditionally.  Left to cherish his memory are his 
two children Jennifer (Tim) and Jeremy, siblings 
Barbara (Dan) and Robert (Jacquie), as well as 
numerous relatives and colleagues from the City 
of Edmonton Fire Department.  A celebration of 
John’s life will be held at 11:00 AM on Wednesday 
June 3, 2015 at Grace United Church, 6215 – 104 
Avenue Edmonton,  AB T6A 0X9.  Published in The 
Edmonton Journal on May 27, 2015  Son of Col. Ed 
Boyd - Loyal Edmonton Regiment.

BURNS, William Alexander 
Douglas (Doug) 

Born on October 12, 1928, the son 
of the late John W. C. and Olive M. 
Burns of Edmonton, AB. Doug died 
on June 22, 2015, in Victoria, BC.

Doug leaves to mourn his loss his loving wife, 
Nancy Ann (Paddy); nephews: John Rose, 
Richmond; Ian Rose, Dominican Republic; nieces: 
Pat Cooper, Winnipeg; Shannon Rose, Florida; 
godsons: Darik Johnson, Edmonton and Tim Stock-
Bateman, Calgary. He was predeceased by his sister, 
Patricia Buckingham (Rose). 

A graduate of the University of Alberta, Doug was 
Student Council President. He was awarded an 
Executive Gold Ring and membership in the

wife Roma Maxine Low Berry, daughter Nona Berry 
Elmer, son-in-law Michael Remington, grandson 
Ross Berry, his parents Thomas & Jane Berry, 
his brothers Mark and Morgan Berry, his sisters 
Elizabeth Vair and Edythe Tiffenbach. Dad was born 
on July 11th, 1922 in Cardston, Alberta. He grew up 
on a farm six miles south of Cardston. 

He joined the 49th Loyal Edmonton Regiment of 
Canada and was shipped overseas to England, 
Africa, and then Italy where he was injured. He met 
his eternal companion, Roma Maxine Low, after 
World War II. They were married in Lethbridge on 
August 23, 1947 and were sealed in the Alberta LDS 
temple February 22nd, 1955. He taught his family 
the values of hard work, loving others, humor, 
tolerance, kindness, and the strength the gospel 
brings to our lives. Dad was an active member of 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
where he willingly accepted any call to serve. He 
loved and served in scouting for over 30 years. He 
served in many positions including Sunday School, 
Elders Quorum, Bishoprics, High Council, Temple 
Worker, and being a faithful Home Teacher. His 
favorite calling was Bishop of Aetna Ward for five 
years. 

He and his faithful companion Roma served a full 
time mission to the Philippines Baguio Mission in 
1980. He loved fishing, scouting, camping, horses 
and his wagons, which many of his neighbors, 
family, friends, and community enjoyed. Dad was 
a loving, caring, generous and gentle man. He 
loved people and was kind and gracious to all. He 
will always be remembered with great love. The 
family would like to thank the staff at the Chinook 
Lodge and the many doctors and nurses for their 
compassion and loving care.  Friends may meet 
the family at Legacy Funeral Home, Cardston on 
Friday, April 25th, 2014 from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. or 
at the Church from 10:00 to 10:45 a.m. prior to the 
Service. The Funeral Service will be held  at The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
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Golden Key Honour Society. He served as a 
statutory member of the University Senate. In 1954 
he was elected the first full-time paid President 
of the National Federation of Canadian University 
Students petitioning the federal government 
for post-secondary student scholarships which 
ultimately led to a federal program of student 
financial aid.

On returning to Edmonton from Ottawa, Doug 
served four years in the Canadian Army on call-
out active duty from the Army militia Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment. He was awarded the Queen 
Elizabeth II Coronation Medal in 1953 and the 
Canadian Forces Decoration in 1959 and retired 
with the rank of LCol. In 1960 Doug commenced 
28 years service as an Administrative Professional 
Officer (Admissions Registrar) at the U of A and 
he retired as Special Assistant to the President. 
He also served as Commanding Officer of the U 
of A COTC. He was President of the Association of 
Registrars of Universities of Canada; U of A member 
ATA Teachers’ Salary Qualification Committee; 
member of Admissions, Evaluation and Placement 
Committee of the American Association of College 
Registrars and Admission Officers; first Canadian 
chairman of the World Education Series Committee; 
participant in the international workshop in Puerto 
Rico on Latin American education and as project 
director of the Scandinavian Workshop on the 
placement of international students; Director of 
both the World University Service of Canada and 
the Canadian Bureau for International Education; 
and a member of the National Association for 
Foreign Students Affairs. He was Chairman of the 
Alberta Selection Committee for United World 
Colleges for 27 years and a patron of L.B. Pearson 
College of the Pacific since its inception.

A fifth generation Edmontonian, Doug believed 
deeply in community service. He was a shareholder 
Director of the Edmonton Exhibition, Chairman of 
Parade Committee and Finance and Audit 

Committee of Edmonton Northlands (life member), 
Parade Marshal for Edmonton Exhibition and 
Klondike Days Parade from 1960-1985, and 
Protocol Commissioner for the World University 
Games in 1983-84. Doug was the Province of 
Alberta member of the Minister of National Defence 
Advisory Board on Military Colleges, President 
of the Northern Alberta Army Cadet League, 
Chairman of the Kurimoto Japanese Garden of the 
Devonian Botanic Garden and President of the 
University of Alberta Faculty Club.

After his early retirement in 1988, Doug and 
Paddy moved to Victoria where he was a deputy 
chairman for the 1994 Commonwealth Games and 
Sec-Treas of Loyal Edmonton Regiment BC Assoc 
for 15 years. Doug was a life-time member of the 
Anglican Church and was People’s Warden and Lay 
Reader at St. George’s Anglican Church, Edmonton 
and People’s Warden and Synod delegate at St. 
Peter’s Anglican Church, Victoria BC Diocese. This 
honourable man was deeply loved and will be sadly 
missed. 

Funeral service will be held in Christ Church 
Cathedral, Victoria, BC on Thursday, July 2, 2015 at 
2:00 pm. If you wish, donations in Doug’s memory 
may be made to Victoria Hospice or Primate World 
Relief and Development Fund.

DEMPSEY, Gerry  
June 16, 1949 – March 6, 2015

With sad hearts we announce Gerry’s death 
following a sudden illness. He died peacefully in 
the arms of his wife and soul mate Laura Moore-
Dempsey, daughters Erin (Grant Streeter) and 
Kiley (Paul Coyle) Moore-Dempsey and sister Anne 
Dempsey. His cherished granddaughter Emily 
Streeter, son-in-law Grant, Paul, brother Frank 
Dempsey, niece Lauren Dempsey and dog Harley 
were close by. Also left to grieve are his mother, 
Jean Dempsey, sister-in-law Sheila Dempsey,
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niece Eileen Sutherland, mother and father-in-law 
Anne and Paul Moore, brother-in-law Paul James, 
and many other relatives, friends and coworkers. 
His father Frank and sister-in-law Mary Moore 
predeceased him. Gerry was respected in business 
for his negotiation skills and was a mentor to many. 
He was a loyal Edmonton Oilers fan, a former 
competitive hockey player, and golfer. He enjoyed 
photography, was a sports fan and an avid boater. 
Thank you for all the prayers and support during 
his devastating illness. Special appreciation goes to 
Richmond General Hospital Emergency, ICU and  St. 
Paul’s ICU staff. 

A Remembrance and Memorial for Gerry will be 
held Wednesday, March 11, 7 p.m. at Elgin Hall, 
14250 Crescent Road, Surrey, BC. No flowers 
please. Donations to SPH ICU department http://
www.helpstpauls.com/wp-content/  uploads/new_
donation_form.pdf or The Burn Fund http://www.
burnfund.org/ ways-to-help/donate/ or La Gonave 
Community & Child  Association, Haiti www.
communityandchildhaiti.ca would be appreciated.  
Gerry may your spirit soar with the eagles forever.  
Published in Vancouver Sun and/or The Province 
on Mar. 10, 2015.

FEDERATION, Edward R.J.
January 22, 1949 - December 11, 2014

Sad to say to say one of the best persons I’ve had 
in my life has left for his final journey. Known by 
myself, his family and community, he would put 
twenty dollar bills in envelopes and hand them out 
to seniors at Christmas time. If he ran into someone 
hungry or that needed his last five dollars he 
would just give it. Ed was a decorated policeman, 
decorated soldier, a hunter, VP of Hinton Search and 
Rescue, father, brother, a mentor and a man of God.  
A Celebration of Edward’s Life will take place on 
Saturday, December 20, at 2:00 p.m. at the Hinton 
Royal Canadian Legion. May he continue this 
journey in his next life. The family suggests, 

if desired, a donation can be made to The Hinton 
Baptist Church, Box 6471 Hinton, Alberta T7V-
1X7 in Edward Federation’s memory.  To leave a 
condolence online, please visit our website at www.
mountainrose.ca. Published in The Edmonton 
Journal on Dec. 16, 2014.

FURNELL, Norman Arthur
January 23, 1922 – Aldershot, England November 2, 
2014 – Calgary, Alberta. 

It is with heavy hearts that the family announce 
the passing of our father and grandfather Norman 
Arthur Furnell on Sunday, November 2, 2014 at the 
age of 92 years. Norman served during the Second 
World War with Loyal Edmonton Regiment. He was 
involved with Canadian Provost Corp at Juno Beach 
in Normandy on D-day 1944. He also participated 
in the liberation and victory celebration in Paris 
in 1944. Once the War was over, Norman returned 
to civilian life becoming a police officer with 
Edmonton City Police. Also he worked as an ice 
cream delivery man with Palm Dairies for a few 
years. However the call of police work came again 
and he became a police investigator with the 
Canadian Pacific Railway retiring after thirty-three 
years with them. Norman is survived by his two 
daughters and son-in-law, Gillian and Christian 
Meyer of Calgary and Gail Jones of Calgary; son 
Robert James Furnell of Vancouver; and five 
grandchildren Anthony (Apple), Carrie-Ann (Mark), 
Joanna (Rick), Sandra (Neil), and Mark (Cara).

Norman is also survived by six great-grandchildren 
Kat, Mitchell, Ethan, Jaden, Noah, and Annie. He 
was predeceased by his beloved Joan of fifty-nine 
years.  Funeral Services will be held at McINNIS 
& HOLLOWAY (Fish Creek, 14441 Bannister 
Road S.E.) on Saturday, November 8, 2014 at 
2:00 p.m. Forward condolences through www.
mcinnisandholloway.com. If friends so desire, 
memorial tributes may be made directly to the 
Calgary Poppy Fund and Veterans Food Bank. 



       2015 October * 87

Forty-Niner

The family would like to thank all the staff at the 
Rockyview Hospital, Unit 83 and Dr. A. Reso. Also 
a special thanks to everyone for the wonderful 
care and attention Dad received at the Inter-Care 
Chinook Hospice. In living memory of Norman 
Furnell, a tree will be planted at Fish Creek 
Provincial Park.  Published in The Calgary Herald 
on Nov. 5, 2014.

HALL, Harold

1920 - 2015

With great sadness we announce 
the death of Harold (Harry) Lloyd 

Hall who passed away peacefully on January 15, 
2015 at the University of Alberta Hospital at the 
age of 94 with family by his side. Harold was born 
in Vermilion, AB on January 24, 1920. At the age of 
19, Harold enlisted into the Canadian Armed Forces 
and successfully fought bravely with the 49th 
Battalion, The Loyal Edmonton Regiment, until 
the end of World War II. Upon his return, Harold’s 
career took him to Edmonton where he began 
working for Edmonton Transit where he remained 
a faithful employee for over 36 years. Harold 
was an extraordinary Canadian with a gleaming 
presence who loved sports, music and politics and 
always lived his life with the utmost integrity. His 
determined spirit, unwavering loyalty and love for 
his wife and family carried him through life and 
now peacefully into death and the light.

Harold was predeceased by his loving wife of 56 
years Dorothy Hall, by his son Glenn and daughter 
Willy. He is survived by his daughters, Linda 
(Trevor Baird), Marian (Don Caron) and son Bill 
Hall, grandchildren Luke, Adam, Dan, Shannon, 
Brenley, Blake, and Billy Joe, (Tracy, Tara, Amber 
and Shannon) and many great-grandchildren 
and half-sister Janet Metyaschuk (Pete) and half-
brother Bill Shaw. The family wishes to thank Dr. 
Ghosh for the wonderful care that Harold received

and the entire staff at Unit 5D4 in the University of 
Alberta Hospital who so considerately supported 
Harold and his family. Also a very special thank 
you to Harold’s nephew Howard Scarfe, who was a 
committed caregiver and friend for our Dad.
Funeral Service will be held Thursday January 
22, 2015 at 11 a.m. at North Pointe Community 
Church, 14025 - 167 Avenue. In lieu of other 
tributes, donations may be made to the Valour 
Place Society 11109 - 111 Ave., Edmonton, AB, T5G 
0C6 or Alberta NDP at Suite 201, 10544 114 Street 
NW, Edmonton, Alberta T5H 3J7. Published in The 
Edmonton Journal on Jan. 17, 2015.

LITTLE, Gwendoline (Gwen) Yvonne

Passed away peacefully at Sunrise Senior Living, 
August 12, 2014 at the age of 92. Predeceased 
by her husband of 62 years, John; sister Theresa 
(Tess) Harris and brother Clarence (Hank) Henry. 
She will be lovingly remembered by her daughter 
Jennifer (Rob Matson); cherished granddaughter 
Taylor; nieces and nephews. All who knew mom 
will remember her as kind, loving and generous 
- always willing to help others, especially those 
less fortunate. Mom loved walking, working in her 
garden and trips to Reno. She enjoyed sitting down 
with a crossword and a cup of tea, and our family 
dining room table was always covered with a jigsaw 
puzzle in progress. Born in Lintlaw, Saskatchewan, 
mom moved to Vancouver with her family in her 
early teens.

She worked in The Sally Shops, first as a clerk then 
as a bookkeeper. At 19 she met her husband, John, 
at a roller skating rink when John’s twin brother 
dared him to ask her to skate. Ten months into their 
marriage, mom waved goodbye to her husband as 
he shipped out with the Loyal Edmonton Regiment. 
On February 18, 1944, she received what every 
wartime spouse feared - a folded telegram advising 
her that her husband had been gravely wounded. 
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Dad returned home to Shaughnessy Hospital a 
double-leg amputee, and mom devoted herself 
to his recovery and care. She made time to visit 
other soldiers in the hospital, and would often help 
them write letters home, read to them, or simply 
lend a sympathetic ear. Throughout her lifetime 
involvement with the War Amps of Canada, Mom 
continued to visit aging or ailing war veterans 
and their spouses. Settling in Victoria in 1966, she 
became a member of Cedar Hill Golf Course and 
a Town and Country Lanes five-pin bowler. Mom 
was well known in the Track & Field community as 
a registered track official and one of the founding 
members of the Victoria Track & Field Club. She 
was inducted into the B.C. Athletics Hall of Fame 
for her 23 years of service to the sport. Heartfelt 
thanks to Dr. Buie and the nursing staff at Sunrise, 
and to the wonderful staff on Reminiscence floor 
for their kind, compassionate care. 

No service at mom’s request. She will be interred 
next to dad in the Veterans Field of Honour 
Cemetery, Esquimalt. Donations may be made to 
the Vancouver Island Marmot Recovery Foundation, 
Box 2332 Stn. A, Nanaimo B.C. V9R 6X9.  Published 
in Victoria Times Colonist from Aug. 23 to Aug. 24, 
2014.

MUSGROVE, James (Jim) William

James died peacefully in the 
arms of his Lord Jesus Christ on 
June 15, 2014 in the presence 
of his daughter Nancy and son 
Paul. He was  predeceased by 

his wife Norma (2011) by his parents Fred and 
Bessie Musgrove and by his brother William (Bill) 
Musgrove. He is survived by his daughter Nancy 
William (Bill) Musgrove. He is survived by his 
daughter Nancy (DeJager), son Paul, and numerous 
nieces and nephews, and friends. He was born in 
Canmore, Alberta on October 1, 1922, and spent his 
childhood there. James joined the Canadian Army 

at the outbreak of World World II and served 
in North Africa, Italy, Holland, and Germany.  In 
1947 he married Norma (Novak) and they lived 
and raised their family in Calgary and Edmonton, 
Alberta. He was employed with the Federal 
Government during his formal working life 
starting as a purchasing agent and ending as the 
administrator in Veteran’s Home in Edmonton. 
James retired in 1979 and moved in the same year 
to Victoria, British Columbia with his wife and 
son. He remained busy in retirement, working in 
Weight Watchers and teaching organ with Copeland 
Music. He was an avid gardener. James was active 
in his church and volunteered with Norma as head 
of the senior’s group for ten years. Many people 
remember him for his outgoing personality and 
friendly, interesting conversations. 

He will be sorely missed.The family thanks Joni 
Morse (companion) and the staff at the Lodge at 
Broadmead for their loving and patient care during 
the last years of his life.  A Memorial Service will 
be held at Emmanuel Baptist Church Victoria, B.C., 
and June 28, 2014 at 1:30 p.m. In lieu of flowers, 
donations can be made to the Heart and Stroke 
Foundation.  Loyal Edmonton Regiment. Published 
in The Edmonton Journal on June 24, 2014.

RAGAN, Henry Hall 

September 1, 1920 - January 16, 
2011. 

Passed away peacefully, with his 
family by his side, after a brave 

struggle with pneumonia. Predeceased by his 
beloved wife Beryl in 2002, Harry will be dearly 
missed by his son Paul (Michelle), grandchildren 
William, Emily and Sophia of Toronto; Carl 
(Wendy), grandchildren Stephanie and Ben of 
Vancouver, great-grandchildren Isabella and 
Sebastian; brother Stan (Nancy), sister Paula, and 
many more family and friends near and far. Born in
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Stettler, Alberta and raised in Calgary and 
Edmonton, Harry joined Edmonton’s 49th 
Regiment at 19 years old and served his country 
overseas during World War II. It was while on 
leave in England that he met and married Beryl, 
returning after the war to raise a family in and 
around the Edmonton area. 

Harry worked at Canada Packers for many years 
before moving to Vancouver in 1969 to operate the 
House Of Maple furniture store on Cambie Street. It 
was a family business that expanded to Calgary and 
Edmonton during the ‘70s and early ‘80s. Harry and 
Beryl retired to White Rock in 1986, where they 
enjoyed the sea and sand and many memorable 
vacations to their favorite destinations. Throughout 
his many walks of life, Harry will be remembered 
mostly for his quiet strength, and for being a friend 
and neighbor you could always count on. 

The family would also like to gratefully 
acknowledge the staff at Weatherby Pavilion, 
Peace Arch Hospital for their loving care of both 
our parents during their final years. A celebration 
of Harry’s life will be held in White Rock at a later 
date. To quote Dad’s favorite song... “You’re waving 
from the backroads By the rivers of my memory 
Ever smilin’, ever gentle on my mind”. Published in 
the Edmonton Journal on 1/29/2011.

SAXBY, Stanley

1917-2008 Stanley (known as Stan or Pepper) 
Gordon Saxby passed away peacefully at the 
Red Deer Regional Hospital Centre on Friday, 
September 12, 2008 in his 91st year. Stan was the 
beloved husband of Viola Saxby for 59 years and 
loving father of Bonnie, June and Judy. He was born 
in Red Deer on August 6, 1917 and lived most of his 
life at Pine Lake. Stan was devoted husband, father, 
grandfather and great-grandfather, caring deeply 
for his family, his farm and his community. His life

His life was enriched by the many friends and 
neighbors whose care and support through the 
years made the tough times bearable and the good 
times great. Stan’s last years were limited by a 
stroke that struck in November, 1998. 

He was devotedly cared for by his loving wife Viola 
who predeceased him on September 20, 2005. 
Stan was aided in his care since September 2002 
by a human angel, Lourdes Alberto, who came and 
stayed to care for him until his last breath. Her 
incredible skill, warmth, tenderness and devotion 
made Stan’s last years the best they could be. Stan 
will be fondly remembered by his three daughters, 
Bonnie (Albert) Defehr, June (Ron) Berg and Judy 
Saxby (Bob May); nine grandchildren Jarett (Nancy) 
McInenly of Calgary, Lisa (Don) Salmon, David 
McInenly, Denise (Clint) Watts of Red Deer, Isaak 
(Shari) Berg of Pittsburgh, Penn., Robin and Peter 
Berg (Sally Hindle) of Calgary, Ginny May (Lupa 
Pageau) of Edmonton, Morgan May of Winnipeg, 
and his five great-grandchildren, Rylan and Karisa 
Salmon, Hunter and Kaci McInenly and Connor 
Berg. He will also be remembered by his brother-
in-law Bill (Rita) Stoness of Torrington, numerous 
nieces and nephews who were always special to 
him and many cherished friends. 

A Celebration of Stan’s life will be held at the Holy 
Trinity Anglican Church, Pine Lake on Wednesday, 
September 17, 2008 at 2:00 p.m. Interment to 
follow at the Pine Lake Cemetery. Memorial 
Donations in Stan’s honour may be made directly 
to the cemetery fund at Holy Trinity Anglican 
Church, box 36, Pine Lake, Alberta, T0M 1S0 or to 
the Heart and Stroke Foundation, 101, 5208-53 
Avenue, Red Deer, Alberta, T4N 5K2. Condolences 
may be forwarded to the family at: www.
eventidefuneralchapels.comService, Interment 
& Cremation Providers: EVENTIDE FUNERAL 
CHAPELS 4820 - 45th Street, Red Deer. Phone 
(403) 347-2222. Red Deer Advocate, Albert.



90 * October 2015

Forty-Niner

WADE, Donald

January 21, 1934 – November 9, 2014

In loving memory of our husband, father and 
grandpa.  We are thankful for the time we had with 
you. You will forever be in our thoughts and hearts.  
In keeping with Don’s wishes, no service will be 
held.  Published in The Edmonton Journal on Nov. 
22, 2014.

In the Edmonton Journal, there was a very short 
obit for Don Wade. I remember him as one of 
the better officers of his era. CGTW op pg 355 
show him in a  group pic circa late 1963 as a 
captain—I think he was a major before leaving 
our Regiment, and was one of Wakefield’s staff at 
Canadian  Chemcell. Although he did not attend 
many Regimental functions after leaving us about 
1965, I understand he turned over a number of 
items to the Museum in recent years. I regret our 
paths never crossed at POWA in recent years. - Ian 
Edwards 

Farewell
By Anne Brontë

Farewell to thee! but not farewell
To all my fondest thoughts of thee:

Within my heart they still shall dwell;

And they shall cheer and comfort me.

O, beautiful, and full of grace!
If thou hadst never met mine eye,

I had not dreamed a living face
Could fancied charms so far outvie.

If I may ne’er behold again
That form and face so dear to me,

Nor hear thy voice, still would I fain
Preserve, for aye, their memory.

That voice, the magic of whose tone
Can wake an echo in my breast,

Creating feelings that, alone,

Can make my tranced spirit blest.

That laughing eye, whose sunny beam
My memory would not cherish less; -

And oh, that smile! whose joyous gleam

Nor mortal language can express.

Adieu, but let me cherish, still,
The hope with which I cannot part.

Contempt may wound, and coldness chill,
But still it lingers in my heart.

And who can tell but Heaven, at last,
May answer all my thousand prayers,

And bid the future pay the past
With joy for anguish, smiles for tears?
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Fortyniner, 1915 Edition, page 6.




