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    The Regimental Family
       The Loyal Edmonton Regiment (4 PPCLI)

Colonel-in-Chief – The Right Honourable Adrienne L. Clarkson PC CC CMM COM CD 
Honourary Colonel – Dennis Erker MSM 
Honourary Lieutenant-Colonel – John Stanton CM 
Commanding Officer –  Lieutenant-Colonel Kevin J. Weidlich CD 
Regimental Sergeant-Major – Chief Warrant Officer Brougham Deegan CD  

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Band
Director of Music – Captain Michael Chute

Affiliated Cadet Corps
1809 RCACC Edmonton
2638 RCACC Hinton
2685 RCACC Whitehorse
2748 RCACC Fort Smith
2850 RCACC Grande Prairie
2890 RCACC Slave Lake
2645 RCACC Vermilion
3004 RCACC Cambridge Bay

Allied Regiment
THE DUKE OF LANCASTER’S REGIMENT 
(KINGS, LANCASHIRE, AND BORDER)
Regimental Headquarters – Preston, England
1st Battalion – Somme Barracks, Catterick
2nd Battalion – Weaton Barracks, Lancashire
4th Battalion – Kimberly Barracks, Preston, England

Affiliated Regiment
PRINCESS PATRICIA’S CANADIAN LIGHT INFANTRY
1st Battalion – Edmonton, Alberta
2nd Battalion – Shilo, Manitoba
3rd Battalion – Edmonton, Alberta

The 49th Battalion, The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment Association

President – Sergeant Brendan Yuill

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Museum 
Foundation

President – Lieutenant Colonel (Ret-d.) L.E. Ahlstrom, 
CStJ CD QC

Museum Director – Capt. (Ret-d.) Terry Allison CD

Loyal Edmonton Regiment Advisory Committee

Members from the Senate, Museum, Association, and 
the Regiment manage resources from Camp Harris.

The Regimental Senate

An advisory committee of all former commanding 
officers of the unit.

The 49th Battalion Pipes and Drums

Serving members of the unit operating as a Highland 
pipe band under the auspices of the Black Hackle 
Foundation to preserve the traditions of the historical 
pipe bands of the Regiment.
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The Association Presidents’ Message

This edition of the Forty-
Niner has a new editor,   
Eileen Brettner. I would 
like to thank Hans Brink 
for all his work on the 
last few editions, es-
pecially for staying on 
longer than initially 
anticipated while a 
replacement was found. 
Eileen has a background 
as a professional writer 

and editor, and she has deep, personal connections 
to the Unit as her husband and two brothers have 
serve in the Regiment.     

I would also like to congratulate LCol. Kevin       
Weidlich on his appointment as our new Com-
manding Officer. He takes over during an inter-
esting time for the military and for our Regiment 
in particular. I look forward to working with yet 
another colonel who is a keen supporter of our As-
sociation and what it can accomplish.  

The Regimental Association has remained active. 
Much of it is routine in that we continue support-
ing our membership through educational bursaries 
and serve as a social outlet. We’ve also been able to 
continue our direct support of the Regiment with 
the kit shop and participation on the Regimental 
Advisory Council. Our participation in that coun-
cil has helped set up a few initiatives including: a 
second dive trip to the West Coast under our RSS 
WO Dwane Thir, as well as support for our Unit’s 
fastball and hockey teams.     

Our Association was able to assist the Regiment in 
the commemoration of the 70th anniversary of the 
Battle of Ortona at Edmonton’s City Hall in Decem-
ber by tracking down some veterans. In helping the 
Regiment in this fashion, we were able to honour 
these gentlemen by including them at the com-
memoration. This went a long way and a strong 
impression was left on those who attended, includ-
ing our newly elected mayor, Don Iveson, on the 
depth of our shared history with the City as well as 
the commitment of our present-day soldiers. It was 
a deeply moving ceremony that was well attended 
despite the bitter cold. A similar ceremony was 
conducted in Ortona on the same day.  

Sadly, this year we saw the passing of a few more of 
our Second World War veterans. I am grateful that I 
was able to get to know many of them, especially at 
the stages of their lives when they seemed willing 
to open up about their experiences. Two, for me in 
particular, were long time fixtures at our dinners, 
Jack Birmingham and Ivan Feldberg.  

Finally, with the near-universality of email and 
social media, we would like to use these meth-
ods to keep people informed. However, due to the 
Anti-Spam legislation that took effect in July; we 
will have to obtain prior permission from each 
individual. Therefore, if you would like to be on the 
distribution list, I would like to ask everyone to be 
diligent with their membership renewals in the 
months ahead.

Brendan Yuill, President
The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Association
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Editorial

Welcome to the 113th edition of the Forty-Niner! 

It was a big task to take over from Hans as editor, and I thank him for his 
guidance and patience with the many questions I’ve had for him within the 
past few months. The Forty-Niner is, as you’ve heard before, the Loyal Eddies 
magazine. For you, by you. I’m just the collector. When an event occurs and an 
exercise or course is complete, the Forty-Niner is there to document everything 
that’s happening within that specific year, and in this case 2013 and early 2014.

A huge thank you goes out to The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Association; Brendan for rallying 
for articles, and Capt. Rick Dumas for not only contributing, but for being our PR person—your 
suggestions and helpfulness has been fantastic and a great help for a newbie like me! A big thank 
you also goes out to LCol. Weidlich and The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Museum. Under the 
guidance of David, Don, Tom, Terry, Ted, Kathleen, and Alisha, who have reviewed the new edition, 
the team has been a pleasure to work with and I really appreciate all of their help.

A lot of writers joined this new edition, and I thank all who took the time to submit their articles 
and photos. It’s the writers, our history makers, who continue the tradition of the magazine. 
Though you may not think it now, for generations to come people will look back to these magazines 
as a sign of the times and as a portal to things that once were. It’s because of this that we continue 
searching for new articles and photographs to hold that small place in history.

With that being said, please consider submitting your articles and photographs for the upcoming 
editions—especially for the Faces of the Regiment page! We do go through every article for an edit, 
and though things are bound to be missed (it happens!) we will work with you to get to the best 
end result. I look forward to working with all of you on the upcoming editions, and if you have any 
comments or suggestions, please contact me through The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Museum.

All the best,

Eileen Brettner
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For his efforts, HCol. Erker was awarded the Meri-
torious Service Medal. 

I visited Valour Place a few times this spring and it 
is running just as intended, and with full support of 
the community.  Valour Place is currently 
campaigning to raise funds by selling bricks that 
will border the Valour Place sidewalk. Visit www.
ValourPlace.ca to purchase a personalized brick. 
 
In 2011, the government announced the re-intro-
duction of the Royal Canadian Navy (RCN), the 
Canadian Army, and the Royal Canadian Air Force 
names. The RCN soon got back its executive curl. 
Last year, the government announced the re-intro-
duction of the army’s rank insignia and has rein-
stated many of the traditional rank names such as 
sapper, trooper, signaller, etc.

It has almost been ten years since I served in the 
battalion. A lot has changed since then. I left in 
2005 to become a staff officer at 3rd Canadian Divi-
sion just when the war in Afghanistan was heating 
up. My time as a senior staff officer exposed me to 
all planning and all force generation efforts of the 
division. Naturally, I was very proud of the work 
of our Regiment during that time, and I got to see 
first-hand how well respected our officers and 
soldiers are throughout the country. When plan-
ning and discussing who might fill a role, a senior 
officer or general would typically ask, “What unit 
is he from?” When they’d hear he’s from The Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment, they would nod and say, “Oh, 
good.” Or more memorably, “Good, they know what 
they are doing.”  
 
We certainly did the job well in the Afghanistan 
years. It was a tough time for the Regiment. We 
took casualties and we mourned the loss of our 
friends and comrades, but we didn’t falter, and for 
that hard work our Regiment was recognized by 
being awarded the Afghanistan Theatre Honour. 
This type of battle honour is awarded to all units 
who contributed more than 20% of their strength 
to the Afghanistan war effort. This was a full ef-
fort. The soldiers who deployed were supported 
by our families, the Association, and of course, the 
Regiment at home. Everyone played an important 
role and we should be proud of our contribution to 
Canada.
 
Honourary Colonel Dennis Erker and Honourary 
Lieutenant-Colonel John Stanton played a very sig-
nificant part in Canada’s war effort by leading the 
way in raising funds to build Valour Place.

Words from our Commanding Officer
Written by: LCol. Kevin Weidlich, CD
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The name of corps has returned as well, and our 
Regiment is once again part of the Royal Canadian 
Infantry Corps.  

It’s interesting to note that the rank insignia for 
brigadier-general will be the crossed sword and 
baton, which is what it was in the First World War. 
In today’s Commonwealth countries, brigadiers 
wear the crown and three stars. We’ve gone very 
old-school. I look forward to a history buff writing 
about that in these pages.
 
While it is important to mark historic milestones 
and to celebrate tradition, it is particularly impor-
tant to do our job. And that is defending Canada. 
This past year marked the return of Canada’s 
contribution to the war in Afghanistan and we are 
proud and relieved to have our officers and soldiers 
return safely from the last rotation. Our year ahead 
includes individual training and skills this fall, lead-
ing into collective training in the winter months. 
Our unit will focus on the advance-to-contact and 
will spend a lot of time on the ranges. We have a lot 
of experience and now is the time to share it with a 
new generation of soldiers.
 
C-Coy, located in Yellowknife, officially came under 
command of this unit last year, and we have fully 
integrated the Company into our battalion opera-
tions.  The C-Coy leadership achieved a lot by 
starting from nothing just a few years ago. 

Now, the work before us is to grow the Company to 
its full strength and develop its leadership, which 
will be the main effort over the next two years. 

As always, our Regimental band does us proud at 
each event. The band is often under appreciated by 
parts of our Regiment. Yet, at every event, we listen 
to their music with pride. 

We need to grow our ranks in the band and this 
means it will take our entire regimental family to 
encourage young musicians to join the band. It is 
fantastic professional development for a musician 
that offers very prestigious and interesting travel 
opportunities.  
 
We have grown a lot in the past few years. Our 
effective strength is 229 all ranks, with two rifle 
companies, a recruit company, a regimental band, 
and an admin. company. Our senior NCO corps has 
not been as large and as well experienced as it is 
now for quite some time, and our officer corps’ 
rivals the immediate post-WWII period in terms of 
experience and professional development. I sit in 
the unique position in our brigade of commanding 
a unit that boasts significant depth, experience, and 
expertise. There is a lot for us to do and I have full 
confidence that we will do it well.
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On Christmas Day 1943, the Loyal Edmontons attacked their third city square and fort in Ortona against 
strong machine gun fire and from the determined, battle-hardened enemy paratroopers, while being 
harassed by snipers and grenade throwers.  The house-to-house fighting was a slow, tough grind.  Amidst 
the heavy fighting and violence, regimental leadership ensured that a traditional Christmas dinner was 
served that evening.  That was how the Loyal Edmontons would spend their fifth Christmas while on ac-
tive service during the Second World War.  It was poignant to note that Sgt. Way (C-Coy) and Maj. Fawcett 
(A -Coy) were coming home from Op ATTENTION Afghanistan, near the same time of year.

The Men’s Christmas Dinner tradition was introduced into British Army customs compliments of the 
Roman Legions.  A much older practice originates from the Roman Legions that celebrated the festival 
of Saturn while in Britain.  There, the commanders would treat their soldiers as guests of honour to a 
feast—symbolic of their appreciation for their loyal service and for their endurance.  The Canadian Army 
practices this custom.  It is in that spirit where each year, before soldiers stand down for Christmas, that 
the officers and senior NCOs serve the soldiers dinner in appreciation for the their loyalty and devotion to 
Regiment and Country.

Apart from opportunities throughout the training year, awards are presented during the dinner in the 
presence of veterans and members of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment Association. Last year the Soldier’s 
Christmas Dinner was held in the Warrant Officer’s and Sergeant’s Mess, 14 December 2013.

Top Musician receives award. HCol. Erker presents 
now Cpl. Geary with the Top Musician’s Award. She 

has stood out, given her service with the Ceremonial 
Guard, her volunteerism with cadets, her ability to 

play several instruments, and her interest in support-
ing the LER drum line.

HCol. Erker presents MCpl. Starko with the Top 
Marksman Award. He could very well be our secret 

weapon, having won it two years in a row—this time 
having a perfect score.

Top Awards Presented at Christmas Dinner
Photos by: Mr. Grant Cree, The Western Sentinel

Written by: Capt. Rick Dumas, Adj. 
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HCol. Erker presents MCpl. Schulli with the Top Sol-
dier Award. Apart from being a top performer, he is 

the PMC for the Junior Ranks Mess.

HCol. Erker presents Sgt. Kennedy with the Top 
Sergeant Award. He is currently employed as the 

RQMS.

HCol. Erker presents Lt. Papuschak with the Top Lt. 
Award. He also serves as AdeC to the Lieutenant 

Governor of Alberta.

LCol. Stanton presents RSM Deegan with his 
Warrant. CWO Deegan assumed his appointment as 
RSM, during the Christmas Dinner of 2011. He would 

be promoted to CWO afterwards. CWO Deegan as-
sumed the RSM appointment from then-CWO 

Jacquard, who was subsequently commissioned to 
Captain and is currently employed as OC B-Company.
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Awards, Citations, Appointments, 

Promotions

Unit Officers and Appointments as of 31 December 2013

Officer

Honouray Colonel Erker, D.
Honourary Lieutenant-Colonel Stanton, J.

Maj. McCully, J.W.
Maj. Barr, C.B.
Maj. Fawcett, M.K.
Maj. Schubert, C.C.
Capt. Whitebone, E.D.
Capt. Wright, B.M.
Capt. Gliddon, R.C.
Capt. Finnamore, D.W.

Capt. Dumas, R.R.J.
Capt. Collins, D.M.
Capt. Jacquard, K.M.
Capt. Brideau-Thombs, R.
Capt. Veinot, S.B.
Capt. Chute, M.

Appointment

Honourary Colonel
Honourary Lieutenant-Colonel

Commanding Officer
OC A Coy. / Acting Deputy Commanding Officer
OC B Coy (deployed to Op ATTENTION)
OC C Coy (Yellowknife)
OC Adm. Coy
21C A Coy
21C B Coy
21C C Coy
21C Adm. Coy

Adjutant - Regular Support Staff Officer (RSSO)
C Coy Ops O (RSSO) - (Yellowknife)
Operations Officer
Financial Officer
Training Officer
Director of Music
Regimental Affairs Officer
Unit Padre

LtC. Papuschak, J.
2Lt.Szabo, A.K.
2Lt. Rippon, P.
2Lt. Doucet, M.
2Lt. Fillatre, G.

CWO Deegan, B.A.
CWO Rutherford, D.J.

Platoon Commander A Coy
Platoon Commander A Coy
Platoon Commander A Coy
Platoon Commander C Coy (Yellowknife)
Platoon Commander C Coy (Yellowknife)

Regimental Sergeant Major (RSM)
Master Musician
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Personnel from Edmonton 
LER Home Station

WO Denney, M.                -- 3 Div Commendation
Cpl. Brettner, W.           -- 3 Div Commendation
Cpl. Buchanan, Z.         -- 3 Div Commendation
Lt. Wright, B.                 -- 41 CBG Commendation

Point to note: 
HCol. Dennis Erker received MSM (MIL), given his 
role in the creation of Valour Place.

RSSO, Capt. Richard Dumas received QDJM from the 
Lieutenant Governor of Alberta.

LER Personnel that Deployed on Operations/ 
Missions (CF/ NATO/ UN/ Other)

LCol. WSE, Fawcett, M.K. from June 22nd to Dec.

Promotion List for 2013

Wright, B.M., Capt.
Harrigan, J.T., MCpl.

Mail, A.I.B, MCpl.
Morry, L.M., MCpl.

Robinson, T.A.L., MCpl.
Schulli, J.R., MCpl.

Sharp, C.G.C., MCpl.
Shudra, R.D.W., MCpl.
Smyth, W.P.W., MCpl.

Starko, J.M., MCpl.
Driver, K.N., Sgt.

Iverson, M.R.A., Sgt.
Pantel, J.R., Sgt.

Pylypow, W.M., Sgt.
Bujtas, J.S., WO

Awards, Citations, Appointments, 

Promotions
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Valour Place Receives Chief of Defense Staff Recognition
Photos complimentary of Base Imaging

Written by: Capt. Rick Dumas, Adj. 

On 8 July 2013, at Garrison Edmonton 
Officer’s Mess, Honourary Colonel Erker 

(on behalf of The Valour Place Society) and 
Mrs. Doreen Erker were presented with the 

CDS Commendation and Canadian Forces 
Medallion of Distinguished Service, respec-
tively. The Society and Mrs. Erker were rec-
ognized for their respective roles played in 
providing the means to make the fulfilment 
of the national resource possible. HCol. Erk-
er would later be awarded the Meritorious 
Service Medal for his leadership. On both 
photographs, the Canadian Forces Chief 

Warrant Officer, K.C. West, is to the left with 
the Canadian Forces Chief of Defence Staff, 

General T.J. Lawson to the right.
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Pathway to Valour

Valour Place is hosting the fund-raiser, Pathway to Valour. Purchase a brick that will line the pathways of 
Valour Place and help support the future of this much needed home away from home.

All donations go directly to the Valour Place Endowment Fund, which helps secure the future of Valour 
Place for years to come. 

For more information, or to contribute, please check out:
http://valourplace.ca/subcategory/links/buy-a-stone/10

You can also visit Valour Place to make a direct cash donation or mail cheque donations to: 
Valour Place Society, 11109-111 Ave., Edmonton, AB  T5G 0C6
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Loyal Eddies Overtake Flood
Photos by: Mr. Grant Cree, The Western Sentinel

Written by: Capt. Rick Dumas, Adj. 

As the call went out for Op LENTUS, June 2013, The 
Loyal Edmonton Regiment (LER) had force-gener-
ated 42 soldiers and two officers from the home 
station in Edmonton, and 12 soldiers from C-Coy, 
Yellowknife, for a total of 56 members. During the 
flood control operation, the composite company 
was deployed among six districts in Calgary, assist-
ing the Calgary Emergency Management Agency 
and local emergency services to aid displaced civil-
ians as they returned to their homes. 

It was there, in the presence of many dignitaries, 
where they were presented with the 3rd Cana-
dian Division Commander’s Commendation for 
outstanding performance as displayed during Op 
LENTUS. Their performance was based on action 
taken during a critical incident at the support to the 
southern Alberta floods on June 2013. 

At the Change of Command Parade’s reception, 23 
April 2014, two more related commendation pre-
sentations were made for Cpl. Buchanan and Capt. 
Wright (featured on opposite page).

During Op LENTUS, the LER was a significant part 
of 41 CBGs deployed force that further distin-
guished itself by how it handled a critical incident 
and, with the subsequent commendations, reflect-
ing its overall performance.  

Cpl. Brettner and WO Denney (both of A-Coy) were invited to the Land Forces Western Area (LFWA, since 
rebranded to 3rd Canadian Division) Commander’s At Home function at the J.C. Jefferson Armoury, 

4 December 2013. 
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On behalf of BGen. Juneau, 3rd Canadian Division 
Commander, Col. Conrad presents Cpl. Buchanan (B-
Coy) with the 3rd Canadian Division Commander’s 

Commendation for outstanding performance 
displayed during Op LENTUS. 

Col. Conrad, 41 CBG, presents Capt. Wright (A-Coy) 
with the 41 CBG Commander’s Commendation for 

outstanding performance displayed during Op 
LENTUS.

Canadian Joint Operations Command CWO Froment 
presents MCpl. Jacquard with the Command Chief’s 

Coin at CJOC HQ, 2 May 2014. He was recognized for 
his exceptional work in preparing (DAG) 

members of C-Coy for immediate deployment on Op 
LENTUS. Photo supplied by ASU Yellowknife Imaging. 
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2013 Annual Historical Report

OVERVIEW

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment (LER) (UIC 5122) 
has had an intensive training year. The unit had 
a total strength of 224 all ranks, including two 
soldiers who were deployed overseas. We have 
conducted some exciting and rewarding training 
throughout the year. The new FY commenced with 
the official integration of C-Company, Yellowknife, 
(UIC 6593) effective 1 April 2013. 

OPERATIONS

The LER was called upon to activate the Domestic 
Response Company - NORTH (DRC1) as part of the 
Territorial Battalion Group (TBG) – Alberta (Task 
Force SILVERTIP). The LER’s contribution was a 
company HQ and two platoons. The third platoon 
element was a composite troop from 20 Fd Regt. 
(OPCOM). The TBG served OPCOM of 1 CMBG as 
part of Op LENTUS (CAF response to the southern 
Alberta floods of June 2013).

UNIT TRAINING ACTIVITIES

January to March Training

Regular unit parading and training resumed in 
January 2013. Soldiers of the Regiment started 
practicing winter warfare skills and patrolling skills 
in preparation for relevant unit exercises such as Ex 
COYOTE SURPRISE and Ex HIGHLAND ISLAND with 
the Cal Highs. Specifics are as follows:

12 – 13 and 19 – 20 January: LER. LOSV Course

22 – 24 February: Ex WOLVERINE STEALTH (C-Coy, 
Yellowknife)

22 – 24 February: Ex COYOTE SURPRISE Part 1

5 March: CF Swim Test completed at HMCS NON-
SUCH as gateway training for Ex HIGHLAND IS-
LAND

9 – 11 March: Ex HIGHLAND ISLAND (OPI was Cal 
Highs)

16 March: C9 LMG PWT 

22 – 24 March: Ex COYOTE SURPRISE Part 2

22 – 24 March: Ex WOLVERINE SHOOTER (C-Coy, 
Yellowknife)

The Regiment continued its scheduled maintenance 
cycle throughout the training year, which ensured 
that the unit’s weapons, vehicles, and general 
stores were kept serviceable.

April to August Training

24 – 28 April: Ex DOMESTIC RAM 2013 (Regina and 
Moose Jaw)

17 – 19 May: Ex WOLVERINE BREACHER

25 May: Ex COYOTE BEARING (B-Coy, Edmonton) 

24 – 26 May: Ex URBAN COYOTE

24 – 29 August: Ex WESTERN DEFENDER.
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September to December Training

7 – 8 September: Ex STAFF GRIZZLY

14 – 15 September: Annual Personnel Readiness 
Verification (PRV) was conducted concurrently at 
both Edmonton and Yellowknife LER locations.

20 – 22 September: Ex COYOTE SHARPSHOOTER 
(PWT / IBTS)

19 October: Regimental PD training, Battle Fitness 
Test, Regimental history classes provided by Regi-
mental Association representative.

25 – 27 October: Ex ROAMING GRIZZLY

15 – 17 November: Ex SPLIT GRIZZLY (NORTH) 
with the LER as Lead / OPI

22 – 24 November: Ex WOLVERINE CUB (C-Coy, 
Yellowknife)

29 November – 8 December: LOSV Operator’s 
Course (C-Coy, Yellowknife)

14 December: Ex MESSENGER SHOOT, an event 
designed for local media to experience the SSAT 
(Simulated Small Arms Trainer) range.

OTHER MAJOR ACTIVITIES

From 19 – 28 July, the LER was tasked to provide 
support to K-Days in the City of Edmonton with a 
weapons display and other public relation related 
activities. The LER was tasked as the lead unit with 
the Naval Reserve and other local Army Reserve 
units providing personnel and equipment to the 
effort.

On 10 October 2013, Lieutenant-Colonel C.J. Cho-
dan resigned as commanding officer, given his re-
tirement from the CAF. Major J.W. McCully assumed 
command of the Regiment as the interim CO. The 
next planned Change of Command ceremony was 
set for 23 April 2014.

CEREMONIAL AND SOCIAL EVENTS

The LER participated in the following ceremonial 
or comrel events within the City of Edmonton and/
or Yellowknife (NWT):

1 January: Members of the Regiment attended the 
Lieutenant Governors New Year’s Day Levee. The 
unit command team entertained members of the lo-
cal media with its annual fun shoot.

In late January, a letter of appreciation arrived 
regarding the Regiment’s participation at the 95th 
anniversary of the Battle of Vimy Ridge.  

Members of the Regiment supported a funeral of 
one of its Second World War veterans with a family 
tour of the LER Museum that followed in February.

10 February: Capt. Rick Dumas, the unit Adjutant, 
had supported Senator Yonah Martin and the PPCLI 
with the Imjin Memorial Cup, a commemorative 
hockey game on the Rideau Canal between par-
liamentarians and military members, as a starter 
event to The Year of the Korea Veterans.

8 June: C-Coy (Yellowknife) participated in the Re-
lay for Life, a Canadian Cancer Society fund-raiser.

1 July: C-Coy participated in the Canada Day Parade 
in Yellowknife.
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14 September: C-Coy participated in the Law En-
forcement Torch Run and Hercules Aircraft Pull. 
This event was a fund-raiser for the Special Olym-
pics. The C-Coy team won the Fastest Men’s Pull of 
the Hercules aircraft pull. 

26 September: The Regiment rekindled its lengthy 
affiliation with the City of Edmonton, the Edmonton 
Police Service Pipes and Drums, and PPCLI with a 
ceremony at City Hall. The LER’s Honour Roll rests 
inside the head of the EPS drum major’s mace.

11 November: Remembrance Day Parade at 
Edmonton City Hall’s Cenotaph and C-Coy paraded 
at the Cenotaph in Yellowknife, NWT.

6 December: Annual Officer’s Griesbach Mixed Din-
ing-In with the Lieutenant Governor of Alberta and 
the Mayor of Edmonton as honoured guests. This 
event was in conjunction with the commemoration 
of the 70th anniversary of the Battle of Ortona. The 
celebration included a mutual never-done-before 
Proclamation of Friendship between the cities of 
Edmonton and Ortona, Italy. This was exercised in 
both cities, same day with serving members, Sec-
ond World War veterans, and both mayors. Edmon-
ton flew the Regiment’s Camp Colour at City Hall 
during the battle’s anniversary dates.

15 December: Soldiers’ Christmas Dinner was held 
at both Jefferson Armouries, Edmonton, and at Yel-
lowknife, NWT for C-Coy.

LOYAL EDMONTON REGIMENTAL BAND

During the past calendar year, the LER Band contin-
ued its regular cycle of training and rehearsing. The 
band’s strength grew from 16 in 2012 to 19 by the 
end of Dec. 2013 (a growth of nearly 20 percent). 
There was also two transferees in-waiting from the 
Ceremonial Guard parading with the band.

The LER band and drum line played a significant 
role in many engagements that included the Piling 
of the Drums at Edmonton City Hall for the Procla-
mation of Friendship between the Cities of Ortona 
and Edmonton. 

The full concert band performed at several events, 
including a concert for the Kipnes Centre for Veter-
ans annual fund-raiser event. The Clarinet Quartet 
made its debut with rave reviews at the Debney 
WO and Sgt’s Mess Dinner. The Stage Band, popular 
with members of the band, started showing off its 
talent, including vocals, on Remembrance Day and 
at the Griesbach Dinner. Members of the band have 
been involved with cadet music training camps in 
Penhold and their Qualification Levels (QL) assess-
ments here in Edmonton. Engagements during this 
past calendar year for which the band supported 
were as follows:

26 January: 749 Sig’s. Sqn. Mess Dinner, Augment 
KOCR Band, Calgary

09 March: Royal Commonwealth Society Mess Din-
ner, Concert Band, Edmonton

23 March: 41 Sig’s. Mess Dinner, Drum Line, Ed-
monton

10 April: SAV visit, all ensembles, Edmonton

21 April: St. George’s Day Parade, Augment KOCR 
Band, Calgary

11 May: Debney Snr. NCO and Officer’s Mess Dinner, 
Clarinet Quartet, Edmonton

25 May: KOCR Change of Command Parade, Aug-
ment KOCR Band, Calgary

31 May: Canadian Chefs Federation Reception, 
Drum Line, ASU Edmonton



2014 September * 19

Forty-Niner

3 June: Vimy Ridge Academy Graduation, Concert 
Band, Edmonton

7 September: 41 Brigade Change of Command Pa-
rade, augmented KOCRs, Calgary

11 September: Edmonton Dental Unit Conference, 
Drum Line, ASU, Edmonton

13 September: Edmonton United Services Institute, 
Battle of Britain Mess Dinner, Concert Band, Ed-
monton

21 September: Grand Counsel Reception, Drum 
Line, Edmonton

25 September: Edmonton International Airport, 
Reception, Drum Line, Edmonton

26 October: Royal Canadian Legion Poppy Parade, 
Augment KOCR Band, Calgary

01 November: Veterans’ Appreciation Night Recep-
tion, Drum Line, ASU Edmonton

11 November: Remembrance Day Ceremony, Full 
Parade Band, Edmonton

11 November: Remembrance Day Reception, Stage 
Band, Edmonton

21 November: Kipnes Centre for Veterans, Concert 
Band and Drum Line, Edmonton

23 November: Jefferson Armory, WO and Sgt’s Mess 
Dinner, Concert Band, Edmonton

30 November: 41 Svc. Bn Mess Dinner, Augment 
KOCR Band, Calgary

4 December: LFWA Commander at Home Recep-
tion, Drum Line, Edmonton

6 December: Ortona / Edmonton, Proclamation of 
Friendship Ceremony, (Piling of the Drums), Drum 
Line, Edmonton

6 December: Jefferson Officers Mess Griesbach Din-
ner, Concert Band and Drum Line, Edmonton

15 December: LER Soldier’s Christmas Dinner, Con-
cert Band and Stage Band, Edmonton.

AFFILIATED CADET CORPS (ANNUAL
HISTORICAL REPORT)

The LER was affiliated with seven Army Cadet 
Corps in Northern Alberta, Yukon, and the North 
West Territories (NWT) during the subject report-
ing period. The affiliated corps in Bechoko, NWT 
was closed due to a lack of support to the corps by 
the local community. In addition to these corps, the 
Regiment offered assistance to the Sherwood Park 
Navy League Cadet Corps. 

The Navy League is a pre-cadet (age 9 to 13) youth 
organization that is based on the Sea Cadet model. 
Liaison visits were conducted to five of the corps 
by Capt. D. Whitebone. On these visits, the evenings 
were reserved so that the cadet liaison officer could 
give classes on Regimental customs and traditions. 

The visit locations and corresponding dates oc-
curred as follows: Edmonton: 18 Sep 2013; Slave 
Lake: 13 Feb 2014; Grande Prairie: 26 Feb 2014; 
Hinton: 12 Feb 2014; Vermilion; 25 Sep 2013; 
Whitehorse and Fort Smith: not visited.

For more information on cadet activities, refer to 
page 78.
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Regimental Band Updates
Written by: Cpl. Debbie Hockett

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Band has had a 
busy year!

Our newest addition to The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment (LER) Band family is our jazz ensemble, 
which is very popular with not only the band, but 
well received at mess dinners and Remembrance 
Day. This ensemble showed off the versatility of our 
group for our vocalists and our musicians who play 
secondary instruments.

LERs drum line has played a significant role in 
many engagements. This included Veterans’ Ap-
preciation Night, as well as the Piling of the Drums 
at Edmonton’s City Hall for the Proclamation of 
Friendship between the cities of Ortona, Italy and 
Edmonton.  

The band’s clarinet ensemble made its debut last 
season to rave reviews. They performed at the Sgt. 
and WO’s annual mess dinner, as well as at the Al-
berta Legislature during Christmas. 

The ensemble is made up of seven multi-talented 
musicians; two of which are civilian volunteers.

We had another wonderful evaluation this year 
from the CF Inspector Reserve bands. All different 
groups in the band put on a performance that al-
lowed us to show off the multi-talented and multi-
instrumental members of the clarinet ensemble, 
drum line, jazz, and concert bands. 

Each group has brought a new and special achieve-
ment to the band and this is a huge pat on the back 
for the Regiment.

Each new year brings many mess dinners, Change 
of Command Parades, a variety of street parades, 
and of course, Remembrance Day services. Many of 
our engagements wouldn’t be possible if it wasn’t 
for the support from The Kings Own Calgary Regi-
ment. They send people our way, when we need it, 
to help complement our numbers. Many thanks!

Poppy campaign, Calgary 2013. Bands in attendance: HMCS Tecumseh, LER,  The Kings Own Calgary 
Regiment.
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We would be remiss if we didn’t put in a good word 
for the band’s volunteers. They have been a dedi-
cated group of talented musicians who just want 
to play their instruments. Meeting each of them 
has enhanced our lives as well as our band family. 
Thank you for playing in our band!

After 19 years in the band, our Director of Music, 
Capt. Michael Chute, has stepped down to pursue 
other military activities and to spend more time 
with his family. We would like to wish Capt. Chute 
all the best.

Finally, the band would like to recognize the up-
coming retirement of WO Donald Ellett on 18 
January 2015. WO Ellett has served with the LER 
Band for 41 ½ years.

His service and commitment to the band has been 
exemplary not only as a musician, a stores man, and 
a leader, but as valued member of the concert band, 
drum line, and jazz ensemble. He will be missed. All 
the best in your future endeavours, WO Ellett, you 
will always be a welcomed member of the band!

Annual tree lighting, 2 Jan. 2013. Black light drum 
line playing at Kipness Veteran’s Centre.

Capt. Michael Chute, Director of Music for 
the Regimental band.
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Pipe and Drums
Photos by: Mr. Grant Cree, The Western Sentinel

Written by: Capt. Rick Dumas, Adj. 

On 26 September 2013, out-going Mayor Stephen 
Mandel officially unveiled a military commemora-
tive art piece at City Hall, celebrating the lengthy 
and meaningful relationship between the military 
and the City of Edmonton. Many VIP guests were in 
attendance at the ceremony to mark the occasion. 
The First Battalion Princess Patricia’s Canadian 
Light Infantry (PPCLI) provided the Guard of Hon-
our, welcoming the Lieutenant Governor of Alberta, 
His Honour, Colonel (Ret-d.), Donald S. Ethell.

Guard Commander, Captain Rob Clarke escorts His 
Honour as he reviews the troops to the immedi-

ate front of spectators and the commemorative art 
piece, just prior to the ceremony commencing. The 

RCA band, supported by 41 CBG Reservist musicians, 
played.

On 8 November 2012, the Edmonton Police Service 
(EPS) Pipes and Drums celebrated its official 50th 
anniversary at City Hall. It was gifted with a new 
mace. It wasn’t long before EPS Drum Major, Marv 
Lang, had affixed the regimental badges of PPCLI, 
The Loyal Edmonton Regiment (LER), and The Ca-
nadian Airborne Regiment to his new mace.

After all, those regimental badges are proudly worn 
on many items of the band’s dress and kit. What 
was missing was the time-honoured tradition of 
housing the honour rolls of our fallen within the 
head of the drum major’s mace. It was at the in-
door portion of the City Hall ceremony that honour 
would be bestowed upon the EPS Pipes and Drums 
after many decades of loyal affiliation. As the Lieu-
tenant Governor of Alberta, Mayor Mandel, and EPS 
Chief Knecht watched on, Colonel Anderson, Com-
mander 1 CMBG, Lieutenant Colonel Chodan, CO 
LER, and Major-General (Ret-d.) Pitts, representing 
the Canadian Airborne Regiment, presented the 
respective honour rolls to the EPS Pipes and Drums 
on behalf of PPCLI, LER, and Canada’s paratroopers.

City Hall Chaplain, John Dowds, seals the head of the 
drum major’s mace once the last honour roll of the 

three Regiments was placed inside, under Drum Ma-
jor Marv Lang’s supervision and care. This gesture of 
trust and respect was conducted at the same location 

of annual Remembrance services at City Hall.
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For approximately 40 years the band has proudly 
worn LER’s badge. In 1990, they performed before 
royalty at the LER’s 75th anniversary ceremony 
and on 27 October 2007, they supported a street 
naming ceremony at the old Griesbach Barracks 
that honoured two Second World War veterans, one 
being Private Alex Decoteau, also a former member 
of the EPS who was killed by a sniper’s bullet at 
Passchendaele, Belgium, 1916.

On 12 August 1914, twelve men from the Edmon-
ton Caledonian Pipe Band, some of whom were 
police officers with the EPS, joined the fledgling 
PPCLI. After having marched the Regiment over to 
the battlefields of World War One, the bandsmen, 
which included famed piper, Pipe Major Colville 
served with honour and distinction, earning many 
honours and awards. Prior to demobilization in 
1919, the men played at Princess Patricia’s wed-
ding. Years later, given that the Patricias would gar-
rison in Edmonton, that close and unprecedented 
relationship would resume. Since then, EPS Pipes 
and Drums have proudly worn their badge for sev-
eral decades.  

In 1969, the commanding officer of the newly 
formed Canadian Airborne Regiment invited the 
band to perform at its very first official parade. Not 
long after that a long lasting and meaningful kin-
ship developed.

EPS Pipes and Drums have proudly worn the Regi-
mental badges for several decades. As such, it’s the 
only non-military pipe band in the British Com-
monwealth to have the distinct honour of being 
affiliated with, and wearing the badges of three 
military regiments. By wearing those badges, it 
symbolically acknowledges the meaningful and 
lengthy affiliation that not only further strengthen 
those bonds, but perpetuate the sacrifice of these 
fine Regiments.

By bestowing the honour of housing the Regiments’ 
honour rolls inside the head of that mace the EPS 
Pipes and Drums have educated and touched many 
Edmontonians. As a token of their esteem, EPS pre-
sented to the Regiments an EPS Pipes and Drums 
50th anniversary Commemorative Sword.    

Accepting the ceremonial sword from Chief Knecht 
and Mayor Mandel is CO LER, LCol. Chris Chodan and 

Honorary Colonel, Col. Dennis Erker.
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      An Iconic Loyal Eddie and Patricia 
      BGen. MacGregor, MC, CD*

Written by: Capt. Rick Dumas, Adj.

The Canadian Army’s policy to affiliate Militia regi-
ments with Regular Force regiments was motivated 
by a need to perpetuate kinship and successes mu-
tually earned on the battlefield. Given that the Loyal 
Eddies and the Patricia’s fought so closely together 
during both World Wars, they share many of the 
same battle honours. That closeness was further 
perpetuated by having many LER Second World 
War veterans join PPCLI after the war, much like 
Keith MacGregor.

In October 1954, the LERs officially became affiliat-
ed with PPCLI. Given that close affiliation, the LER 
is proudly recognized as the 4th Battalion PPCLI in 
cultural and ceremonial circles. This year concur-
rently marks the PPCLI’s Centennial and officially 
the 60th anniversary of the affiliation. 
Fears No Foe.  VP. 

* For first print information, please refer to page 79.

Presentation to the LER at the Empress Hotel in 
Victoria, 4 April 2014. Mr. Clive MacGregor (L) 

presents to the LER through the Adjutant, Capt. Rick 
Dumas (R), his father’s medals group, including the 

Regiment’s one of only seven Military Crosses earned 
by the Loyal Eddies during the Second World War.

Keith Ernest Morgan MacGregor, formerly of Cal-
gary, Alberta, with just one year into his studies 
at the University of Alberta, commenced officer’s 
training at Gordon Head, Victoria, BC in 1942. It 
was at this time when he met his wife-to-be, Jose-
phine (Joie) and, as luck would have it, he received 
his cue for shipment overseas to England. He joined 
The Loyal Edmonton Regiment (LER) and fought 
with them from the Hitler Line throughout the rest 
of the Italian Campaign and well into Holland. He 
was awarded the Military Cross for his leadership 
and bravery at Naviglio Canal, Italy; a battle where 
25 soldiers, of all ranks, were killed or died from 
their wounds. He was a lieutenant—a platoon com-
mander, and while he fought alongside his com-
pany, he took over duties from his wounded Com-
manding Officer, George Grenville Brown. Brown 
would later join PPCLI after the war, eventually 
becoming PPCLI’s third colonel of the 
Regiment. 

Just before the end of the war, Keith was wounded 
in Holland while serving as the Regiment’s intel-
ligence officer. That experience would eventually 
land him work with the Brits as a Patricia. In 1945, 
he married Joie and continued his military career 
with PPCLI. He would command 2 PPCLI from 1963 
to 1966 during PPCLI’s 50th anniversary, 50 years 
ago this year. As a Patricia he also served with the 
UN in the Middle East and Vietnam. 

Keith retired in 1977 as a Brigadier General while 
commanding the Combat Training Centre at Camp 
Gagetown. He eventually settled down in Victoria, 
BC. He remained active with the Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment Association (LERAC) and the Last Post 
Fund until his passing in 2008.
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The Loyal Edmonton Regiment

Association Minutes

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 
the 49th Battalion, The Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment, held on 19 October 2013 at 
Jefferson Armoury.

The attendance list was circulated.

The meeting was called to order by President 
Brendan Yuill at 1415 hrs, followed by a moment of 
silence for the fallen.

Lem Mundorf moved for the acceptance of minutes 
from the last AGM, as sent out in the 2013 49er 
magazine, this was seconded by Ron Dmetruk. Mo-
tion carried.

There is no arising business from last year’s min-
utes.

Financial Report

Printed reports were given to those who requested 
one. Terry Allison mentioned that our latest casino 
brought in $81,000.00. Terry brought forward a 
point of information regarding long term funding. 
He said we cannot fund a project for longer than a 
two year life span with the AGLC casino funding.

COs Report

The CO was not present, so Brendan Yuill spoke on 
his behalf. Winter warfare is coming up. We have 
one major in Afghanistan in this last rotation. Fund-
ing has not decreased and we have the same num-
ber of parade days as before. The Regiment is held 
in good esteem by all.

49er Report

Hans Brink is still editor. He is looking for a replace-
ment. Call Hans at the museum, if interested.

Kit Shop Report

Ron Dmetruk reinforced that everyone needs to 
properly fill out Kit Shop paper work so that mis-
takes are not made.

Museum Report

Terry Allison introduced the Museum Board Mem-
bers who were present at the meeting. He invited 
us to visit the Museum’s website, and he thanked 
Ted Howard for his volunteer work researching 
military personnel at the museum.

LERAC Report

Brendan Yuill spoke as our representative. He 
explained how we received the legacy fund, and the 
group discussed Regimental issues. The LER 
Advisory Council meets twice a year.

LER Cadet Report

Cpt. Whitebone mentioned that we have seven 
corps now. Two corps are having trouble getting 
cadets. Our cadet corps provides great service for 
us and our country.
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Membership Report

Lem Mundorf said there are currently 171 active, 
paid members, and we have 288 inactive members 
who have not renewed their membership within 
the last three years. Lem wants us to get our mem-
berships sent in before each Annual Meeting and 
Dinner, as dinner registration will not be as busy if 
we update membership beforehand. Cliff Milley and 
Fred Rolland spoke to the group on the importance 
of membership and attending social events.

New Business

Lem Mundorf mentioned that we require two 
months’ notice before any motions can be present-
ed at the Annual Meeting. The motion must be in 
writing and addressed to our association secretary.

Election of New Officers

Cpt. Keith Jacquard and Fred Rolland were added to 
the slate of existing board members. The slate was 
voted in.

Kevin Kennedy moved to adjourn the meeting. Mo-
tion carried.

Respectfully Submitted,
Lem Mundorf, Secretary

Regimental 

Association Bursary
The Association is awarded funds from the Alberta 
Government through the lottery. Part of these funds 
are returned to soldiers of the Regiment and the 
Association in the form of bursaries for second-
ary academic upgrading. This is free money to the 
members of the Regiment. In the past, almost ev-
eryone who has applied has received a cheque for 
$500.00. Read on to learn how you can apply.

Background

A bursary to assist serving soldiers, members of the 
Regimental family, and the public with post-second-
ary tuition and education costs is available from the 
Association. The bursaries are funded twice yearly 
in an amount of $500 each. Individuals who meet 
the eligibility requirements outlined below and are 
chosen by the selection committee will receive bur-
saries. Each bursary is named after a veteran of the 
Regiment and the names rotate on a periodic basis. 
Persons donating money for bursaries may name 
their bursary within those constraints. At present 
the bursaries are named for:

Major General William Griesbach
The Regiment’s first commanding officer, and Ed-
monton’s most distinguished soldier.

Lieutenant Colonel Leonard Harris
The Regiment’s medical officer throughout the First 
World War, who later commanded the Militia unit 
between the First and Second World Wars.

Regimental Sergeant Major Henry Hobbs
The Regiment’s second regimental sergeant major, 
who subsequently, as an officer, won the Military 
Cross.
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Sergeant David Barbour 
A First World War member of the Regiment award-
ed the Distinguished Conduct Medal and the Mili-
tary Medal, and was wounded three times.

Private Cecil Kerr, VC
A First World War winner of the Victoria Cross with 
the Regiment.

Private John Kinross, VC
A First World War winner of the Victoria Cross with 
the Regiment.

Brigadier James Curry Jefferson 
The Regiment’s commanding officer at the Battle of 
Ortona.

Colonel James Riley Stone 
Stone rose from private to lieutenant colonel, com-
manding the Regiment in the Second World War. He 
won the Military Cross at the Battle of Ortona.

Colonel Gordon Armstrong
A Second World War officer who remained with the 
Militia in the Regiment after the war.

Regimental Sergeant Major Ran Bowen 
A Regimental sergeant major who won the Military 
Cross at the Battle of Ortona.

Private William Shaw 
A Second World War veteran who was active after 
the war in the Regimental Association.

Private Roland Castagner
A Second World War veteran who was an active 
supporter of the Regimental Museum after the war.

Private Melville McPhee 
A Second World War veteran who was an active 
supporter of the Regimental Museum after the war.

Lieutenant Colonel Bernard Stanton
The Regiment’s first commanding officer whose 
military service was entirely after the Second 
World War.

Master Corporal Raymond Arndt
A Regimental member killed on-duty in Afghani-
stan in 2006.

Captain John Dougan, MC 
A Second World War officer who remains an active 
support of the Regiment.

Lieutenant Alon Johnson
A Second World War officer and scout platoon com-
mander at Ortona.

Sergeant Les Wharton
An active soldier who died unexpectedly in 2005.

Lieutenant Colonel Ed Boyd 
A Second World War officer who remained with the 
militia in the Regiment after the war.

Eligibility

• Enrolled in full-time attendance at a post-                    
secondary educational institution in Alberta.

• Can be a current member of the Association or 
an immediate family member of an Associa-
tion member (immediate family is limited to 
spouse, sibling, and children). 

• Can be a serving member of The Loyal Ed-
monton Regiment, in which case the applicant 
must have above average attendance on unit 
parade days and exercises and have the rec-
ommendation of the company commander.
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• Can be a serving member of a cadet corps af-
filiated with The Loyal Edmonton Regiment, 
in which case the applicant must have above 
average attendance on unit parade days and 
exercises and have the recommendation of 
the cadet unit commanding officer. 

• No less than one bursary shall be available an-
nually to any member of the public notwith-
standing that they are not a member of the 
Association, or an immediate family member 
of an Association member, or a serving mem-
ber of The Loyal Edmonton Regiment.

Selection & Application Procedure

The Association Executive will appoint three mem-
bers of the Association to form the Selection Com-
mittee. They represent the three major groups 
within the Association, namely:

• World War II veterans
• Post World War II members of the unit
• Current unit serving members

For Regimental applicants, selection will be made 
based on:

• Attendance
• Reliability and loyalty 
• Conduct and deportment
• Application questionnaire
• Financial need
• Academic record and program

For other applicants, selection will be made based 
on:

• Application questionnaire
• Financial need
• Academic record and program
• Letter of reference

All applicants must apply for the Bursary by 
submitting:

• Application questionnaire
• A copy of tuition fee receipt for current 

academic year
• Letters of reference (if applicable)
• Proof of post-secondary admission
• A copy of academic record of the most 

recently completed year of study. 

Submission 

Applications must be submitted no later than Oc-
tober 30 and February 28—dates may be extended 
by the committee as required. 

The application may be sent by mail to:

49th Battalion, 
The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Association 
Educational Bursary
P.O. Box 501, Stn Main
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2K1

The application can be dropped off in-person to 
the Regimental Museum:

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Military Museum
Prince of Wales Armouries Heritage Centre
118, 10440 – 108 Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta
T5H 3Z9

Or Fax to: 780-421-9943 or email lermus1@telus.
net

Continued on page 79 for the Bursary 
Questionnaire and Certificate of Service 

information.
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By the entrance to the Victoria Park Cricket Ground 
in the North Saskatchewan River Valley there is an 
obelisk with a drinking fountain. At the top, chis-
elled into stone, is the single word SPORTSMAN-
SHIP. Below it, and more conveniently situated for 
the eye, is a brass plaque stating that the monu-
ment is dedicated to the memory of Colonel C. Y. 
Weaver. 

The plaque gives 
sufficient informa-
tion to assure the 
reader that this was 
a man of substance, 
deserving of the 
tribute being ac-
corded him by the 
monument; a colo-
nel in the army who 
had been awarded 
the Distinguished 
Service Order for 
war service. In the 
jargon of the time, 
the plaque de-
scribes him as gal-
lant and mentions that his comrades-in-arms were 
among those who erected the monument. 

A man who was also a member of the Legislative 
Assembly and a cricket player—a prominent one 
since his fellow cricketers are mentioned first 
among the contributors to the monument. Charles 
Yardley “Cy” Weaver was born and raised in north-
ern England in 1884 and came to Canada at the age 
of 18 in 1903. 

He spent a year as a farm labourer in Edmonton 
before taking up a homestead at Mannville (near 
Vermilion) east of Edmonton. He developed the 
property and still owned it at the time of his death. 
In 1908 he moved back to Edmonton to undergo 
the articling process for becoming a lawyer. In due 
course he was admitted to the Bar.

But there was also a military side to the man. First, 
as a reservist for a year in Britain before coming 
to Canada, and then, in 1908, he joined the 101st 
Regiment and attained the rank of sergeant. By 
1911, he transferred to the 19th Alberta Dragoons 
and was commissioned. He was still serving at the 
outbreak of the First World War. 

The Dragoons gave him a double connection with a 
man who would become instrumental in his fu-
ture—William Antrobus Griesbach, now a fellow 
Dragoons officer as well as another lawyer.  Weaver 
probably saw more front line service than any oth-
er officer in the unit, taking command on numerous 
occasions, including the role of acting lieutenant-
colonel. He was wounded on three occasions; the 
third time most grievously. 

In addition to gaining the Distinguished Service 
Order he was Mentioned-in-Dispatches and he 
returned as the battalion’s second-in-command. 
Weaver then continued military involvement as a 
reservist, first taking command of the 19th Alberta 
Dragoons, and finally being promoted to colonel 
and commanding the 5th Mounted Brigade. 

Apart from resuming his legal practice and attain-
ing the honour of being named a King’s Counsel, 
Weaver became active in politics. 

      The Regimental Sports Locker
Col. C.Y. “CY” Weaver, dso

Written by: Maj. (Ret-d.) David Haas, CD
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In 1921, he 
successfully ran for 
a seat on Edmon-
ton’s City Council 
and served a two 
year term, but 
did not seek re-
election in 1923. 
In 1926 he was 
elected a Member 
of the Legislative 
Assembly from 
Edmonton, and 
was re-elected in 
1930. He was also 
active as a veteran, 
and in 1929 be-
came President of 
the 49th Battalion 
Association. 

In his younger days, Weaver had played on the 
Edmonton Association Football (e.g., soccer) team. 
He was also—on the authority of the sports minded 
Billy Griesbach—“one of the best cricketers in the 
west.” A sports involvement often becomes tangen-
tial in summing up a person’s life. 

Yet it was Weaver’s involvement in cricket that 
spurred the enduring monument to him. 

Apart from the monument at the cricket ground in 
a private venture, the City of Edmonton named two 
streets in his honour in 1988—Weaver Drive and 
its extension Weaver Point—in the west end. 

Cy Weaver died of a sudden of a heart attack on 1 
October, 1930, survived by his wife Dorothy and 
three children. He was only 46 years old. His fu-
neral was with full military honours and the long 
procession included: his coffin on a horse drawn 
gun carriage, a firing party marching with arms 
reversed, the Regimental band playing a funeral

march, and the Regimental pipe band playing High-
land laments. 

Approximately 10,000 people lined the streets and 
around 200 officers marched on foot, led by Major-
General Griesbach. Three volleys were fired at the 
cemetery, and the Last Post was sounded. 

The archives of the Forty-Niner effectively furnish 
another memorial. Weaver’s last address as Presi-
dent of the 49th Battalion Association appears 
in the July 1930 edition. His obituary (a touch-
ing memoir from Billy Griesbach) and a host of 
tributes are in January 1931 edition. A report and 
photograph of the unveiling of the monument are 
in the July, 1931 edition. Of all the funerary trib-
utes recounted in the Forty-Niner, the sportsman 
Weaver might have cherished was most couched in 
traditional cricket jargon by the secretary of the Ed-
monton Cricket League that Weaver, “always played 
the game of life with a straight bat.”
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The buzzer rang and the first period ended. The 
situation looked grim. We were losing. Not just los-
ing, but losing to Wainwright. After a quick motiva-
tional talk by team captain Cpl. Doug Jacquard we 
were ready to go. We gained momentum and main-
tained it throughout the rest of the game, winning 
11 to 5.  

The idea for a Loyal Edmonton Regiment (LER) 
hockey team came from Sgt. Mario Morin. Through 
his skillful organization, and from the generous 
donation of socks, game jerseys, and practice time

On March 29th we played the second game of the 
tournament. After winning the first game we had a 
bit more confidence and won 7–2. This set us up for 
the final that was played on the afternoon of March 
30th. At this point, those of us that don’t regularly 
play hockey were feeling the muscle fatigue of our 
first two games. The final team proved to be a good 
challenge, but in the end the Eddies prevailed and 
won 8–6. This secured our place as the winners of 
the “B” tournament.  

The tournament was a great chance for the LER to 
interact with the public in a non-uniform way. This 
was exemplified in the second game when, even 
though the opposing team became quite chip-
pie, the 49th Battalion team showed a great deal 
of sportsmanship. Our hockey team also helped 
strengthen bonds between different generations of 
soldiers within the Eddies and overall the tourna-
ment was a lot of fun. The member’s of the 49th 
Battalion team look forward to the next time we 
can put on our black, green, and grey jerseys!

Top  left : Cpl. Kyle Short, Cpl. James Palamarchuk, Pte. 
Alex Robb, Jason Arsenault, Kyle Christiansen, Pte. Karl 

Benke, Cpl. Swan, MCpl. Ryan Shudra. Bottom left: MCpl. 
Pete Shulli, Cpl. Doug Jacquard, Sgt.(Ret.) Lance Mc-

Fadzen, Pte. Choma, Sgt. Mario Morin, Cpl. Jason Jardine, 
Piper Cpl. Jerrod Johnston

from The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Association, 
the Eddies, past and present, had a chance to play 
hockey. The call out for hockey players attracted a 
wide skill level, ranging from soldiers who played 
in the Western Hockey League, Junior Double A, 
and recreational leagues. 

After a practice game in March to assess our skill 
level, the 49th Battalion hockey team was ready to 
go. Piped out by Regimental Piper Cpl. Jerrod John-
ston, we hit the ice on March 18th, sporting our 
brand new jerseys.  In the audience, members of 
the Regiment and Regimental family cheered us on, 
including Sgt. James Pantel who was taking photos.

Fun Timers’ Tournament 2014
Photos By: Sgt. J.R. Pantel

Written by: MCpl. Ryan Shudra
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The Loyal Eddies slow pitch team played its inaugural season in 2013 as part of the Edmonton Media 
Slow Pitch League. Now, you may ask yourself how a team made up of members of the Regiment and the 

Regimental family ended up playing in a media league. 

Current team manager, Keith Jacquard, and his wife, Janice Fehr, both played on the Edmonton Journal 
team during the 2012 season. Keith was preparing to take on management of the Journal team for the 

2013 season and during a planning meeting for the new season, the league was in danger of folding as the 
number of teams had dropped to the point where a league was no longer viable. 

A suggestion was made that a team from the Regiment would help keep the league viable and within ten 
days the team came into being. With generous funding from The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Association 

(LERAC), all necessary equipment of bats, balls, and bases, plus the registration fee, were handled and the 
team embarked on its first season.  

A season runs from May to mid-August with 16 played games. It includes an end-of-year tournament that 
wraps up in mid-August, and a total of ten players are required for each game (three must be female). 

To be part of the team, all you need is a ball glove and a desire to hang out with some great people in the 
Edmonton sunshine. With very little experience, the team had a perfect record during the 2013 season, 

losing all of our games. At the time of writing this, the 2014 season is underway with four games already 
played. Our team is showing improvement after each game; at our latest game against The Edmonton 

Journal on 2 June, we went down to the wire with a 22-21 loss. 

Loyal Eddies Slow Pitch Team
Written by: Capt. Keith Jacquard
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Dragon boating has been around for over 2,000 years as part of religious ceremonies and folk customs. In 
modern times, dragon boat racing has emerged as an international sport, which began in Hong Kong in 

1976. The annual dragon boat race takes place on the North Saskatchewan River on the third weekend of 
August, which is held during the annual Edmonton Dragon Boat Festival.

A dragon boat is 45 feet long and a full team has 22 members, including 20 paddlers, a steersman, and a 
drummer. The Edmonton festival requires eight paddlers on the team be female. 

The Loyal Eddies Dragon Boat team is made up of members of The Loyal Edmonton Regiment, family, and 
friends. The team was created to promote team building and esprit de corps among the members, and 

to give family and friends an opportunity to participate in a fun recreational activity. The team has been 
around, in one form or another, for 13 seasons. On 21 December 2007, the Loyal Eddies took possession 
of a new dragon boat, which would not have been possible without the support of The Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment Association (LERAC). Most teams do not own boats due to the expense, so we have a unique op-
portunity to practice on our own schedule. The boat is currently located at the Leduc Boat Club at Telford 

Lake where all our practices are conducted.  

Our team has competed primarily in the Edmonton Festival and has won a number of medals over the 
years with our best finish being fourth out of 75 teams. The 2014 season is slated to start in mid-June 
with a goal of competing in both the Edmonton Dragon Boat Festival in August and the Leduc Big Boat 

Regatta in September. The success of the team would not be possible without the support of our primary 
sponsor, Namao Centre Boston Pizza.

Loyal Eddies Dragon Boat Team
Written by: Capt. Keith Jacquard
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Working together in uniform is only a fraction of what forms strong comradeship and a sense of commu-
nity within a battalion. Having a ‘good go’ out of uniform is an important variable. New members to The 
Loyal Edmonton Regiment (LER) may not be aware of the extra-curricular group activities that many Ed-
dies routinely partake. Senior members and officers are, of course, accustomed to whisky tasting, public 
events, and banquets. 

Junior ranks typically enjoy activities like team sports or hunting/camping trips. With the arrival of WO 
Dwane Thir to the unit, we gained a new means for all ranks to enjoy a thrilling sport together. Imme-
diately upon his arrival, WO Thir expressed his interest in starting a dive club within the unit. Being a 
well-connected and certified PADI master scuba diver trainer and instructor, he quickly trained interested 
members and organized a group trip to the West Coast (diving out of Nanaimo) in the previous training 
year. 

The trip was a thrill and the instruction second to none. However, this was only a proof of concept and 
members of the fledgling dive team were itching for a second trip within a month of their return. 

And so it was; the dive team returned to the West Coast this past March on a second voyage to hone their 
skills and usher in new members. This time WO Thir led his divers to the most northern tip of Victoria 
Island to a resort called The Hideaway; a boat ride of over two hours out of Port Hardy.

LER West Coast Port Hardy Trip 
with PPCLI Members

Written by: MCpl. Starko

Submitted by: WO Dwane Thir, PPCLI
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Like the name suggests, The Hideaway is a mid-sized flotilla (reminiscent of the floating base seen in the 
movie Waterworld) hidden away in a small bay that protects the resort from harsh open waters, leaving 
one surrounded by dense forest and placid water. The silence and seclusion is incomparable. The diving, 
only a moment’s boat ride to any of the several locations, is world class.

Don’t go to The Hideaway expecting a five star hotel experience. The resort is there for the sole purpose 
to facilitate diving. While the composition of all the floating facilities may be a bit slap-dash—having been 
assembled over the years from a mix of salvage and new parts—one can’t help but feel a relaxing sense of 
detachment from all the stresses of work life.

Those of us who are familiar with field life will, in fact, find everything The Hideaway has to offer rather 
luxurious. Power and hot water are there when needed, home cooked meals are provided throughout the 
day, and seasonal workers who tend to all the guests’ needs seem like old friends. It quickly becomes a 
familiar place. 

The resort’s owner, John, knows all the best places and times to dive, and has the coordination of dives 
down to an art. If you have the energy for it, five dives a day (including a night dive) is entirely possible. 
The waters are quite cold, however, so diving in a dry suit is well advised if you want to get the most out of 
each dive.

This recent trip was the next level and a whole new experience that no amount of story-telling, video or 
pictures can fairly portray. With the likes of WO Thir at the helm, there will be many more trips. Many 
thanks to WO Thir for all his efforts and to the LER Association for helping absorb some of the costs; mak-
ing it possible for some of the less wealthy Eddies to enjoy the sport. If you are a diver (new or experi-
enced) or are just curious about diving, then make yourself known and come join the LER Dive team.
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Faces of the Regiment



2014 September * 37

Forty-Niner

An ANZAC Tradition Continues
Photos by: 2Lt. Akos Szabo

Written by: Cpl. Jason Pascoe

The commemoration of ANZAC Day is one that is 
etched in the hearts and minds of many Australian, 
New Zealand, and Turkish folk. What many Cana-
dians don’t know is that it’s also a time for New-
foundland to remember and to honour the contri-
butions of their own expeditionary force during the 
Great War.

The Gallipoli campaign took place between 25 April 
1915 and 9 January 1916, and was meant to form 
part of a greater effort to secure the Dardanelles 
and capture the Ottoman Empire. The Australian 
and New Zealander Army Corp (ANZAC) landed 
at Gallipoli cove on 25 April 1915 and planned to 
capture the peninsula within days. As they were 
against a steadfast enemy, the advance halted and 
the campaign quickly became a stalemate. It was 
during this stalemate that the Royal Newfoundland 
Regiment (RNfldR) joined the Great War and sent 
1,076 of her soldiers to join the new front. The 
RNfldR would eventually join the ANZACs on 19 
September 1915.

After many disasters and no gains in the Gallipoli 
campaign, the decision was made to withdraw all 

British forces. During the withdrawal, the RNfldR 
provided rear-guard action. The withdrawal of all 
forces is considered one of the most successful in 
all of modern warfare; but if you were to ask John-
ny Turk, he’d tell you they let them leave!
Throughout their time at Gallipoli, the RNfldR 
would leave behind 49 of her soldiers among a total 
of 514,000 British Commonwealth and Turkish 
Force casualties. 

Since 2009, I have had 
the honour and the privi-
lege to host an annual 
ANZAC Day service that 
has honoured the lives 
and sacrifices of all Aus-
tralian, New Zealand, and 
British Commonwealth 
service men and women. 
We also honour the Turk-
ish soldiers, and we have 
maintained a Canadian 
connection by honouring 
the RNfldR. 

2015 will recognise the 100th anniversary of the 
landing of the Commonwealth Expeditionary Forc-
es at Gallipoli, and it is my hope that many Loyal 
Eddies will join me once again in marking this very 
solemn occasion. 

A special thanks to our present Commanding Of-
ficer, LCol. Weidlich, for continuing to support the 
ANZAC tradition, and to all members of the Regi-
ment who have volunteered their time to be pres-
ent and to receive the appreciation of a greater 
Aussie, Kiwi, Newfie, and Turkish community.
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Winter Warfare Basic Final Exercise  
Written by: WO Mark Denney

Soldiers from A-Coy spent the weekend at Long Lake learning how to operate and survive in sub-arctic 
conditions. They were drilled in putting up and taking down tents both in the daylight and in the dark, for 

two days, and slept at night in tents and quinzee (snow shelters). A snow defensive position was con-
structed from snow, ice, and logs lashed to trees, and we were faced with a temperature of -36C, plus wind 

chill, early Sunday morning.

Three, ten man tents, and one quinzee. The snow was 
over two feet deep in some places, so snow shoes had 

to be worn.

A ten man tent was set up with soldier’s rucksacks 
and weapons on either side of the front lines. A 

line over the toboggan tiller bar holds up the door. 
Soldiers pull the toboggan like sled dogs through the 

snow.

Pulling the toboggan through the snow. The lead 
troops break the trail and while the snow is deep, 

breaking trail can be as hard as pulling a toboggan 
that is full of tents, ammo, rations, pioneer tools, fuel, 

stove, lanterns, ice to melt for water, etc.

CSM Denney (me!) at the end of the exercise.  It was 
-36C that morning as you can tell from the frost 

build-up on my toque and eyelashes!
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Aggressive Grizzly Ex
Written by: WO Mark Denney

A-Company arrived in Wainwright at 2300 hrs Friday 
night and occupied our company hide at 0100 hrs. A 
four man reconnaissance patrol was already deployed 
before the main body arrived to survey a village (a 
training aid built of approx. 40 sea-cans) to gain more 
intelligence before we conducted a raid later Satur-
day morning. It was reported that the village had an 
Improvised Explosive Device (IED) manufacturing 
operation.

The rifle company stepped off for the raid at 0430 hrs. The snow was over two feet deep in some places 
and the temp was -15.  We marched cross-country for four km, dodging and going under cover when 
enemy parachute flares illuminated the sky. We finally arrived at the objective rendezvous point at ap-
proximately 0600 hrs and a leader’s recce party was sent out to determine a fire base and attack position. 
Under the cover of darkness the fire support base, with the 7.62 and 5.56 machine guns, was positioned 
on a hill over-looking the objective.   

Just before first light, the attack commenced with support weapons hammering the objective and the 
riflemen advancing under covering fire. A-Coy quickly eliminated the insurgent observation posts and 
systematically stormed the buildings, clearing all of hostile threats by 0730 hrs. By this time in the morn-
ing it was already +5, and the troops were starting to overheat!

The raid was successful and we captured five wounded insurgents (exercise play, of course) and elimi-
nated the IED factory.
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Keeping Up with Traditions
Written by: Capt. Bryn Wright

In March of 2014, the 41 Canadian Brigade Group 
came together under the operational banner of the 
Loyal Eddies to participate in Exercise Aggressive 
Grizzly—a company level exercise in a battalion 
scenario. The direction from higher was to bring all 
41 CBG elements together for collective training. 
Continuing from a previous exercise, Split Grizzly 
back in November 2013, the scenario enemy, the 
West Isle Association, had once again begun to infil-
trate the Friscan population. 

A reputed bomb maker, as the scenario was writ-
ten, and a section sized paramilitary guard of eight 
to twelve personnel were holed up somewhere 
within a small village made up of approximately 20 
sea-can buildings. LERs assignment was to clear the 
village of any West Isle militia. The OC’s intent was 
that the company would clear the village using a 
soft knock approach and would avoid going in with 
a high volume of support fire. He had hoped the 
company could achieve the objective, potentially, 
without firing a shot.

Prior to commencing the attack, reconnaissance 
revealed that the enemy was patrolling the area by 
foot and observation posts were erected to watch 
for attack. The LER plan had to change to accom-
modate the enemy posture. The platoon would 
assault the village in the same location as planned, 
however, the assault would happen under cover of 
support by fire from the Company Weapons det.
Snow was deep in the open ground and the move-
ment of the leading assault sections was slow go-
ing.

The Weapons det. maintained such an explosive 
amount of fire from the two C6 General Purpose 
Machine Guns and the C9 Light Machine Guns that 
the enemy was too busy scrambling to hide than to 

see, let alone engage, the incoming assault. 1 Pla-
toon successfully claimed their foot-hold in the 
village and commenced their clearance.

Fighting in built-up areas, or urban operations, is 
the staple diet of the modern infanteer. What many 
don’t realize are the historical facts surrounding 
modern Tactics, Techniques, and Procedures (TTP), 
which grew out from the wars of our grandfathers, 
and more specifically the LER during the Second 
World War.

The Loyal Eddies made a name for themselves by 
creating urban operations TTPs on-the-fly during 
the Italian Campaigns. This tactic is currently used 
to breach buildings by blowing a hole in the wall 
rather than entering via obvious routes like doors 
or windows, and can be traced back to Mouse-
Holing, which was performed by the Loyal Eddies 
in the Second World War. Raiding a village is tough; 
raiding a town filled with two battalions from Ger-
many’s 1st Parachute Division, insane.  

However, rather than meet the enemy guns head 
on, the Eddies used explosives to blow holes in 
buildings and obstacles to create safe lanes of pas-
sage,  and to enter structures from unorthodox 
points of access. A second historical fact overlooked 
by many is the process of planning and conducting 
the clearing of a village or building that is virtu-
ally identical to the practice of seizing and taking a 
trench system.  

Why does the Canadian Army still teach the prac-
tice of trench clearing using the old “Russian 
Trench System” in Wainwright? 
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Because tactically and procedurally it’s virtually 
the same; only one is below ground and the other 
above.

During Exercise Aggressive Grizzly, 1 Platoon was 
in the process of clearing the village: building-
by-building, systematically snaking through each 
sea-can, one-by-one, and crossing each report line 
in sequence. Urban Operations is an NCO task. The 
role of the officer is to set the environment, get the 
troops there, and keep an eye on the horizon for the 
bigger picture. Once clearance starts, the sergeants 
take over. Official doctrine suggests that the officers 
have a bigger role in tasks such as trench clearing 
and village clearing, but this is simply not true in 
practice. 

As a lesson to young platoon commanders, the best 
thing to do is stay out of the sergeants’ way, ob-
serve and maintain situational awareness, report to 
higher, and be prepared to step in when a greater 
tactical decision is required. An experienced pla-
toon commander may be able to predict the needs 
of the sections, but this should already be evident 
in the planning. In this operation, the section com-
manders had absolute control of the situation and 
the communication was outstanding. What was 
particularly evident was the calm stoicism of the 
NCOs who were observed directing troops like they 
were policemen directing traffic, speeding up and 
slowing down the tempo as the situation necessi-
tated.

The Weapons det. moved under instruction from 
the OC to a new vantage whereby they could fire on 
any belligerents attempting to attack from deeper 
into the village. Every few minutes they would open 
up with a burst to assist the assaulting platoon to 
have clear passage. 

This practice requires vigilance by the Weapons 
det. to ensure they were tracking the lead elements 
of the friendly troops.  

In this case, the lead sections carried flags, not un-
like in the trenches, to clearly demark the limits of 
friendly troops and avoid the dreaded blue-on-blue.
The Engineer det. was pushed up behind the sec-
tions to seek out and remove booby traps. The field 
medics treated the wounded, while their ambu-
lance remained on standby until the objective was 
secure. The only thing missing from this exercise 
were MPs to whisk away the prisoners after they 
were handed over by the company sergeant-major.

By 0730 the first section to reach the final report 
line passed the situation report back to the OC: the 
village was cleared and secured. The handful of (ex-
ercise) wounded, made of mostly the enemy, were 
evacuated by ambulance. As well, the prisoners 
were escorted away and the engineers had cleared 
the village of hazards.

The end result was that the company group had 
successfully performed their mission, on time and 
with minimal casualties. The village was seized and 
the company group stood by for further orders.
Being a training exercise, the LER had the oppor-
tunity to re-evaluate, correct errors, or simply try 
new ideas. The company returned to the ORV to 
reset the attack. This time the company Recce det. 
was in place, performing over watch and relaying 
Intel. back to the OC. The OC was able to better 
position the initial location of the fire base, and the 
assault came from a different angle. While both 
attempts were ultimately successful, the second 
was technically better. We train to improve with the 
hopes that if we are ever in that situation we will be 
ready. 

In World War Two, the Eddies demonstrated excel-
lence in the urban environment. Today, LER strives 
to continue this legacy. On Exercise Aggressive Griz-
zly, the Eddies demonstrated that with thorough 
practice and effort; the Unit has still got it.
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Wainwright Exercise, 2–4 May
Written by: Cpl. Chris Sharp

Over the weekend of 2–4 May 2014, The Loyal Ed-
monton Regiment (LER) once again took to the field 
in Wainwright, AB. The goal of this exercise was to 
provide the participants with a chance to brush up 
on two cornerstones of the infantry: conducting 
Platoon Advance to Contact (Pl AtC) and operating 
the C6 General Purpose Machine Gun (GPMG) in a 
Sustained Fire (SF) role. It was also used to provide 
opportunities for leadership to gain experience 
and fill positions above current ranks, as well as to 
enable all three LER companies (Alpha, Bravo, and 
Charlie) to participate in an exercise together.

During the Pl AtC portion, members from Alpha 
and Charlie companies formed the platoon that 
consisted of three sections and a weapons detach-
ment, while Bravo company acted as the enemy or 
Opposition Force (OPFOR). The platoon advanced 
along a pre-determined map route until they came 
under enemy contact. Once the enemy was success-
fully neutralized and the platoon had completed a 
re-organization, the company headquarters ele-
ment and observers paused the exercise. An After 
Action Review (AAR) of the attack was conducted 
with the platoon in order to discuss positive and 
negative points of the attack. 

After the AAR, the leadership of the platoon (Pl 
Cmd, Pl 2IC, Sect Cmd’s, and Sect 2IC’s) shuffled 
and the platoon stepped off, once again, toward its 
next potential conflict. This shuffle allowed mem-
bers to fill positions one rank above their current 
rank in order to prepare them for future courses/
promotions/career progression. Two privates, who 
recently completed their Army Tactical Communi-
cation Information Systems (ATCIS) course earlier 
in March 2014, were selected to act as Coy level

signallers so they could practice their new skill set. 
This was also used to introduce them to a higher 
level of communications traffic than they had previ-
ously been involved in while the Pl was able to suc-
cessfully complete several attacks along the trace.

Following the final attack, the Pl moved directly 
onto Range 20. Several members had detached 
from the Pl during the AtC in order to set up the 
range prior to the arrival of the rest of Pl. This 
enabled soldiers to take full advantage of the re-
maining daylight and go directly into their Test 
of Elementary Training (TOET’s) on the C6s, fol-
lowed by the C6 SF shoot itself. The targets on the 
range were placed between 150m and 1000m, well 
within the range of the three C6s with SF kit on the 
firing line. Each gun had its own gun crew com-
mander and Assistant Range Safety Officer (ARSO). 

The remainder of troops were formed into two man 
gun crews. Each crew had at least one member that 
had completed their Weapons Detachment Mem-
ber (WDM) course and was qualified to fire the C6 
in the SF role. The second member, if they were 
not DP2A qualified, did not get to fire the guns but 
did get a chance to see how the SF kit is employed; 
to get an idea of what to expect from their WDM 
course. Wainwright seemed to sense when the 
targets had been marked and recorded by the guns 
and quickly began to transition from warm and 
sunny weather to foggy and snowy, as is tradition.

This exercise was a valuable experience for soldiers 
at every level that were able to attend. The troops, 
as well as the leadership, were able to shake some 
rust off of their old skills while getting opportuni-
ties to practice, or be introduced to, new skills and 
positions/responsibilities at the same time.
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National Day of Honour
Written by: Sgt. Mark Lobkowicz

On Wednesday the 7th of May, myself and Cpl. 
Wolfgang Brettner boarded a plane on our way 
to Ottawa; bound for the National Day of Honour 
parade on Capitol Hill. It was a great feeling to be 
chosen to represent The Loyal Edmonton Regiment 
on parade, and it must be noted that we, and the 
Calgary Highlanders, were the only reserve units 
who had more than one individual representing 
their respective units. No doubt this was due to the 
Loyal Eddies and the Cal Highs having sent vastly 
superior numbers of troops overseas during the 
war in Afghanistan.

The flight to Ottawa was rather non-eventful except 
for the lack of joining instructions and emails re-
garding numerous changes to our lodgings and tim-
ings. Fortunately, Cpl. Brettner and I encountered 
the parade RSM at the baggage carousel and he let 
us in on where to go. Thanks to the Royal Canadian 
Air Force (who complained about being told to stay 
in mod tents at Connaught Ranges) all parade per-
sonnel were to stay at Carleton University. 

This was a huge boost to morale, and we were soon 
on our way to the shacks. 

Once we settled in, we made some new acquain-
tances from across the country, and we set out to 
have a few pints over dinner at a local pub.  

The day before the parade, everyone was organized 
into their parade contingents and sizing. After a 
few hours of this we were dismissed to our own 
devices. We took this opportunity to check out the 
Military History Museum, which was an excellent 
way to spend the afternoon in the capitol. 

The morning of the parade all 300 of us loaded onto 
buses and headed towards the museum. The plan 
was to march up the road to Parliament Hill where 
the actual parade would take place. It was an ex-
hilarating feeling to march up the street with other 
veterans, past crowds of cheering people. I was in 
the same contingent as Cpl. Brettner and despite 
numerous Royal Canadian Navy and Military Police 
personnel we actually managed to stay in step!  

I felt a great deal of pride to be up on Parliament 
Hill with the other veterans during the parade.
The speeches by other military members were suc-
cinct and powerful, and they conveyed examples of 
bravery and sacrifice that we could all relate to. The 
21 gun salute and aircraft fly by were both very in-
spiring and it made me feel pride in what I had ac-
complished overseas. Overall, it was an event I was 
happy to be a part of as it represented the bravery 
of the men and women of the Canadian Armed 
Forces when faced with a determined enemy. The 
fighting spirit of Canada was truly represented that 
day.
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Cpl. Brettner has been a proud member of The 
Loyal Edmonton Regiment for 9.5 years. He went 

to Afghanistan on Task Force 3-09 serving with the 
Mobility Platoon, Force Protection, and Kandahar 

Provincial Reconstruction Team. During his 
deployment, Cpl. Brettner served as a rifleman, 

RWS vehicle gunner, TCCC provider, and was part 
of VIP Close Protection Detail. Additionally, he was 
part of Operation Lentus during the Calgary Flood 

Relief Efforts in 2013. 

Sgt. Lobkowicz has been a proud member of The 
Loyal Edmonton Regiment since September 2000. 
Since he joined the Regiment, he has been on three 
overseas operations: Operation Palladium in Bos-
nia from 2002–2003, Operation Enduring Free-

dom/Operation Archer Task Force 1–06 in Kanda-
har, Afghanistan 2006, and Operation Attention 
Roto 0 in Kabul, Afghanistan 2011–2012. During 
his deployments, Sgt. Lobkowicz has served as a 

rifleman, C6 turret gunner (G-Wagon), and Force 
Protection Section Commander, respectively. 

Additionally, he was part of Operation Grizzly dur-
ing the G8 Summit in Kananaskis in 2002. 
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Navigation Exercise
Written by: MCpl. Joe Harrigan

The weekend of 23/24 May 2014 saw members 
of The Loyal Edmonton Regiment (LER) conduct a 
navigation exercise at Camp Wright. Known for its 
varied and fairly challenging terrain, Camp Wright 
provided ample training opportunity for privates 
and corporals to hone their abilities with a map and 
compass.

Meeting at the Jefferson Armouries, the troops 
were split into several groups (dets) and were 
assigned a master corporal or senior corporal for 
mentorship. Upon arrival at Camp Wright, each 
det was given a set of navigation (nav) points and 
equipped with map, compass, and comms as they 
set off into the rainy night. 

Surprisingly, senior leadership felt comfortable 
with the idea of senior corporals and jacks disap-
pearing without supervision into the bush. Howev-
er, such confidence was well warranted, as the dets 
achieved their main effort with minimal shenani-
gans and upsets, and maximum discipline. 

Given mentorship and guidance from the junior 
NCOs, each team member was able to shake off 
any rust and cobwebs on their navigation skills, 
and successfully guide their respective det to their 
assigned nav point. In most instances, the troops 
were unable to plot a straight leg from their current 
location to their objective. 

Terrain features (such as ridgelines, marshes, and 
water features) required soldiers to conduct a map 
study and plot several legs in accordance to the ter-
rain they had to circumnavigate.

Again, the junior NCOs gave advice and mentorship 
to the troops in developing their routes. Often, the 
mentorship involved simple guidance to the troops, 
and, in the rare instance, involved a flat out threat 
of bodily harm if the navigator took the det through 
a thick and deep marsh.

To expand on training given to the troops, some nav 
points had a senior NCO who led a certain activity. 
The soldiers were able to learn and practice casu-
alty evacuation protocol (giving a 9-liner over the 
radio), refresh on their armoured fighting vehicle 
(AFV) recognition capabilities, learn and practice 
“Why Things are Seen,” and practice clearing a path 
through a minefield. 

Members of B-Coy were also present during the day 
of the 24th. Such an exercise is an excellent tool for 
the members, as it gives them the knowledge and 
confidence in navigation, which is required on their 
DP1 course. Thus, many of the B-Coy members will 
be well prepared as they enter their Infantry course 
this summer.

Overall, a significant amount of great training was 
given to members of the LER who attended the 
exercise in such a short time period. The troops did 
admirably, learning quickly and developing their 
navigation skills and knowledge.
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Afghanistan 
Written by: Sgt. J.R. Pantel

If you want someone’s unsolicited opinion, walking 
around in arid pattern combats in early September 
2006 was one way to garner significant results.
Now, don’t get me wrong, never in my military 
career have I felt more support from the general 
public toward the Canadian Armed Forces (CAF). 
We really felt like we were in the collective con-
sciousness of the nation (in a positive way!) thanks, 
in no small part, to General Hillier presenting our 
‘brand’ to the country, and of course, the war. 

Younger soldiers and the general public would be 
forgiven for taking this for granted, but I assure 
you, it wasn’t always this way.

After landing in Edmonton, the police escort to 
base, the meet and greet/media blitz at the Gar-
rison and some pizza and beer, I went to buy some 
civilian clothes as I didn’t have any with me. At 
the clothing store I picked up a pair of jeans and a 
t-shirt and wore them to the till. The girl at the till, 
seeing what I wore walking in asked, “Did you just 
get back from Afghanistan?” Cleverly I replied, “…
yes.”

“Oh,” she said. “I don’t agree with war.” 

Not wanting to be a smart-ass… okay, wanting des-
perately to be a smart-ass, but not knowing where 
to start, I quietly paid my bill and left. 

Walking away, potential answers scrolled through 
my mind: “That’s cool, I don’t agree with sharts.” “I 
can see you’ve given this a lot of thought.” “Can’t we 
agree to disagree?” 

As I walked out, I quickly forgot all about it as I 
flinched for a split second, thinking I forgot my rifle. 
I didn’t think about her comment for quite some 
time.  After all, what was there to think about; a 
silly young girl who doesn’t know what she’s talk-
ing about, trying to dress an emotion up as an 
opinion. Harmless.

Eight years later, at the end of the mission,  and 
outside the surreal whirlwind of it all, it’s easy to 
see how much the war changed things in the CAF. 
Military funerals went from off-the-cuff necessities 
to well-polished drills; not that the losses became 
easier. The army modernized, somewhat, and be-
came more practical in the way it conducted itself 
out of necessity, for a time. 

Big talking fire pissers all but went the way of the 
dodo bird and were replaced with quiet profession-
als. But I think that is all to be expected. Mission 
complete, cue the skill fade. 

The impact on Afghanistan itself was significant. 
The CAF helped train 80,000 Afghan National Army 
soldiers and Canada set up the Afghan Armed 
Forces Academy of Medical Sciences, which fo-
cused on education and training. We ran the Roll lll 
Medical Hospital at Kandahar Air Field (KAF) that 
served Canadian, Allied, and Afghan soldiers as well 
as local civilians and enemy fighters. This com-
bined with the 30,000 km of roads Canada helped 
build, cut the child mortality rate in half, and added 
20 years to the life expectancy of women. Canada 
made sure 13,000 schools were built allowing 8 
million children to go to school, including girls, for 
the first time in two generations.
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What I think is more interesting and dishearten-
ing is the polarized effect Afghanistan, and the 
Mid-East in general, has had on the country and 
the west as a whole. We’ve all heard the qualifier: 
“I support the troops, but…” that politically correct 
disclaimer people use before professing to oppose 
terrorism, religious fundamentalism, totalitarian-
ism, murder, rape, slavery, female genital mutila-
tion, etc. as long as they don’t have to support any 
actual opposition to these things.

Let’s face it. Any meaningful opposition to the 
above involves, to some degree, armed conflict, and 
some people just don’t agree with war.  It’s clear to 
most, but obviously not clear to all, what an inane 
statement “I don’t agree with war” is. It’s like saying 
“I don’t agree with disagreeing”.

Sure, you could argue the meaning: “It shouldn’t be 
the first option,” or “it’s unpalatable”, in that case, 
welcome to the conversation and thank you for 
pulling your head out of the sand just long enough 
to offer your opinion. So, the sentiment is not 
harmless at all. The idea that you can be completely 
oblivious, yet still have an opinion, one that some-
how matters no less, is not harmless. The above 
mentioned successes in Afghanistan (which seem 
to go largely unnoticed here) do not happen with-
out security. 

When you are dealing with a fundamentalist move-
ment that will not recognize certain groups of 
people’s right to exist and cannot be brought to 
consider new ways of thinking, whose answer to 
everything is violence, security means winning the 
war. I think this very simple fact is lost on some 
people.

Though I’m not suggesting that the 20 year old 
clothing store worker should be a subject matter 
expert on geopolitics, I am reminded of her com-
ments

when I hear people talking about things like 9/11 
conspiracy theories, waxing poetically about the 
poor misunderstood terrorists or portraying west-
ern military mistakes as its intended doctrine. 

It seems to me to be the impetus for the ‘peace at 
any price’ thought process and the narrative sim-
ply unfolds from there in all directions. It’s a nice 
notion, and an ideal held by anyone who is not 
impervious to speeding bullets. It is, however, ab-
surd. Just as absurd as the notion of an all-powerful 
being who is absolutely concerned with the sex 
lives of humans; a being who will bestow 72 virgins 
upon anyone who dies in the “service” of killing an-
other human who, in fact, does not believe in said 
all powerful being.

These two notions, pseudo-idealism and supersti-
tious fatalism (fundamentalism) seem to be two 
sides of the same coin; one ever relenting and one 
unrelenting, almost symbiotically. Both are dogma 
(one ‘new age,’ one religious) that lifts the ‘burden’ 
of any actual free thought from their subscribers. 
This, I think, is the seed of cowardice. 

During my time in Afghanistan I saw a country 
where no one under the age of 30 knew a time 
without war, which explains the cynicism we were 
met with, even from the young. In stark contrast, no 
Canadian civilian under the age of 200 has known 
anything but peace at home, explaining the style of 
cynicism we face here. 

The conditions in Afghanistan caused the people 
there to be very cautious about whom they throw 
their support behind, both publicly and privately. Of 
course, there is no shortage of people playing both 
sides, and who can really blame them? If you say 
the wrong thing and the wrong people hear about 
it, you become a target.
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There are, however, people in Afghanistan who 
openly support NATO because they understand 
the very simple choice before them; despotism or 
a chance of something else. These are some of the 
bravest people you will ever meet and they don’t 
deserve abandonment by the West, simply to put at 
ease the conscience (in the most ironic way), of the 
most unresolved among us.

So, I think we need to stop taking it from both sides, 
“we” being anyone military or civilian, public or 
private, young or old, left or right who can see a 
clear distinction between what a mature democ-
racy must oppose in order to defend what it means 
to uphold. 

Both sides being fundamentalist movements com-
pletely devoid of reason or humanity and an oblivi-
ous populace plagued by moral relativism, political 
correctness, and denial. When it comes to the big 
issues we should, as a democratic society, come to 
the realization that some opinions DO NOT matter.

Our efforts and cohesiveness have been, and will 
continue to be, stymied by an entitled bunch with 
the best of intentions and the worst of credentials 
that would prefer to kick the can down the road 
and hope all problems will just go away, democrati-
cally, somehow. 

As we remember the 70th anniversary of D-Day 
this past June 6th, it’s clear to see that Hitler didn’t 
just go away and the Herculean effort it took to 
make him. When we look at Afghanistan, Pakistan, 
Iraq, Iran, Eygpt, Mali, Syria, Palestine, England, 
France, etc., we see fundamentalism not going 
away. 

When we’re faced with dealing with it again, sooner 
or later, militarily or otherwise, wouldn’t it be bet-
ter to do so centred rather than polarized, prepared 
rather than surprised, and informed rather than 
fearful?

L.E.R. Fears No Foe.

Photographer: Unknown. If this photo is yours, please contact the editor.
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Loyal Edmonton Regiment Cadets
Submitted by: Capt. Darby Whitebone



50 * September 2014

Forty-Niner

Grande Prairie shooting team won the Regimental 
Cadet Shooting Competition, 7 June 2014.

Edmonton Cadet Corps waiting the arrival of the 
reviewing officer, 3 June 2014.

A cadet from Slave Lake Cadet Corps on parade,
 1 June 2014

Reviewing Officer Major Mike Fawcett presents 
award to Vermilion Cadet Corps, 10 June 2014
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Tradition and Pride Run Deep
 Photos by: Mr. Grant Cree, The Western Sentinel

Written by: Capt. Rick Dumas, Adj. 

70 years ago, 23 April 1944, The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment (LER) ceased Adriatic Operations in 
Italy, the Second World War, to include crossing 
The Moro, The Gully, the approach to Vino Ridge, 
and Ortona, in addition to its Winter Line. 104 men 
were killed or died of subsequent wounds in taking 
away the ground from seasoned German troops. Af-
terwards, the LER would head straight into the Liri 
Valley, taking care of business at The Hitler Line.

This past 23 April 2014 would see the Regiment ex-
ercising a Change of Command Parade, welcoming 
the 44th Commanding Officer (CO). Of the past 43, 
15 were wartime COs. Many have become house-
hold names in Edmonton—like Griesbach, Jeffer-
son, and Debney.

The out-going CO will traditionally pass the Colours 
to the in-coming CO at these parades. A Regiment’s 
Colours are its most valued possession because of 
what it represents—their literal blood line and the 
right to bear arms in the defence of its country. For 
several centuries, colours would mark a regiment’s 
position and critical tactical maneuvers on the 
battlefield. To have them captured would lead to 
certain chaos, failure, and eternal disgrace. 

The Regimental Colours have the Regiment’s most 
significant battle honours emblazoned upon them. 
ORTONA and LIRI VALLEY are two of the LERs. The 
in-coming CO is symbolically and publicly dem-
onstrating that he accepts full responsibility for 
maintaining a Regiments rich heritage, customs, 
and traditions and for the training and welfare of 
its soldiers as he accepts the colours.

At the Jefferson Armoury drill hall in Edmonton, 23 
April 2014, the out-going CO, Maj. McCully, CD passes 

the Colours to the in-coming CO, LCol.
 Weidlich, CD through HCol. Erker, MSM as Hon-

ourary LCol. Stanton, CM watches on. The Colours 
Officers, Lt. Papuschak (left) and 2Lt. Rippon (right) 

can feel satisfied in the flawless execution of their 
duties, reminiscent of generations before them. Lt. 
Papuschak has the added honour of using a Second 

World War Military Cross (MC) recipient’s sword and 
sam brown ensemble while 2Lt. Rippon is using the 
same recipient’s infantry officer’s waist sash. That 

MC recipient is BGen. MacGregor, MC, CD.

Article first printed: 5 May 2014, Canadian Army 
Journal, http://www.army-armee.forces.gc.ca/en/
news-publications/western-news-details-secondary-
menu.page?doc=tradition-and-pride-run-deep-in-
the-loyal-edmonton-regiment/hutp9ddc
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Back to the Army Again
Written by: Major (Ret-d.) David Haas, CD

Canada Restores the Army’s Stars (Pips), 
Crowns, Crossed Swords & Batons

“Back to the Army again, sergeant, 
Back to the Army again.”

Rudyard Kipling
“Back to the Army Again”

The Seven Seas and Further Barrack-Room Ballads
1896

RESTORATION

In July 2013, the Canadian government announced 
that it is restoring traditional rank insignia for 
officers in the Canadian Army—returning to the 
system that was, in effect, until 15 February 1968, 
when Canada’s armed forces were unified. 

HERITAGE

We inherited that insignia system from the British, 
but it is ludicrous to shout—as some blatantly ill-
informed commentators did—that the restoration 
represents a return to colonial status. Tell that to 
the soldiers who fought wearing those rank badges 
at Vimy Ridge, to the veterans who drove the Ger-
mans from Ortona or cleared the Germans from 
Holland in the bitter winter of 1944–45. 

The rank insignia is part of our historical mili-
tary heritage, which we voluntarily retained long 
after our formal separation from Britain, which 
was established by the Statute of Westminster in 
1931. After the last vestige of British authority was 
removed by the patriation of our Constitution in 
1982, Canada retained various symbols—like the 
Royal Crown on our badges, the Lion and the Uni-
corn, and assorted insignia, which grace our Coat of 
Arms. 

Independence does not imply a Soviet-like repu-
diation of a nation’s past. Even the Soviets found it 
convenient to restore the old Tsarist rank shoulder 
boards in 1943 after nearly a quarter century of 
a drably rationale insignia system; an important 
morale booster at a desperate time.

I would also say that this howling ignores some-
thing well known in the military at the time of 
Unification—that part of the details in the changes 
reflect a desire to be like the Americans. This was 
notably felt in the change of general officer’s insig-
nia to a series of maple leaves beneath the crown 
and the general officer’s crossed sword and baton. 
This was accompanied by it becoming common to 
speak of “one star rank”, or a “two star” and so on. 
Many in the air force desired to adopt army rank 
names primarily because it was what the U.S.A.F. 
used. And I note, at the time, that U.S. Navy officer 
rank insignia was adopted for the two lowest levels 
of officer. So did we throw off our colonial chains 
only to imitate our southern neighbours?

ELEMENTS IN OFFICER RANK INSIGNIA

The badges of officer rank are made up from three 
basic symbols: the star (commonly called a “pip,” as 
I shall discuss later), a crown, and a crossed sword 
and baton. Additionally, for one rank only, there is 
a white band worn under a single star. There are 
some basic rules to this:

• There can be multiple stars (or pips) appearing 
in the badge for a particular rank.

• There is only one crown for a particular rank, 
and it always appears above any pips or crossed 
sword and baton.
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• There is only one crossed sword and baton for a 
particular rank and it always appears below any 
crown, pip or combination of them.

• The components of a badge always start near-
est to the shoulder and go up in a vertical row 
towards the head. There are two former excep-
tions to this:

• From 1902 of-
ficers wore their 
rank on their 
sleeves with 
braided rings. 
This fell into 
disfavour early in 
the First World 
War, and a shift 
began towards 
wearing ranks on 
shoulder epau-
lettes, particular-
ly in the trenches. 
Shoulder ranks 
were officially 
sanctioned late in 
the war and sleeve ranks were abolished in 
1920. 

Wearing rank on the sleeves began phasing out in 
the First World War. The pips on the tunic are pad-
ded to make them three-dimensional, a practice 
sometimes found on later cloth version stars.

• Two of the three pips in the post-First World 
War rank of brigadier were in a horizontal row 
beneath the third pip. That insignia was not 
restored as the rank has been brigadier-general 
since Unification, and the previous crossed 
sword and baton badge of a brigadier-general 
has been restored.

First World War 
lieutenant

First World War lieutenant’s tunic

Brigadier v. brigadier-general

Brigadier-General W.A. Griesbach 
in First World War 
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Brigadier R.A. Wyman commanding 1st Canadian 
Armoured Brigade in Second World War

Canada followed Britain’s 1922 downgrading of the 
rank of a brigade commander to a senior colonel 
wearing a crown and three pips. We restored it to 
general officer status in 1968, and now the older 
badge of the crossed sword and baton returns.

Star (pip)

The pip is four pointed and square. It is taken from 
the badge of the Order of the Bath. An ancient 
lineage, this order formally dates from 1725 and 
is the most recent of Britain’s four Orders of Chiv-
alry. The name that hearkens back to an earlier 
group known as Knights of the Bath, from a me-
dieval practice of a symbolically purifying bath as 
part of the procedure for conferring knighthood. 
No Knight of the Bath has been created since the 
Coronation of King Charles II in 1661 following the 
Restoration. The badge of the Order incorporates 
devices from, at least, 1625 and possibly earlier. At 
the centre of the badge, and visible on metal pips, 
are three crowns inside a circle inscribed “Tria 
Juncta In Uno” —Three Joined In One. This is com-
monly known as the crowns of England, Scotland, 
and Ireland being held by one monarch. 

The badge remained unchanged after Irish inde-
pendence in 1921, though another explanation 
offered is that the device has religious significance.

Top of pip

This close up of a metal pip clearly shows the badge 
of the Order of the Bath. Watch for the crowns and 
motto being worn upside down and maybe collect 
a drink. This only works with metal badges; given 
their size the cloth versions cannot reproduce the 
badge.

• There can be multiple pips appearing in the 
badge for a particular rank, including, and in 
conjunction with, a crown or a crossed sword 
and baton.

• In the “old army” it was very important that the 
three crowns atop the pip point either upward 
or inward towards the head of the wearer. Dis-
playing them incorrectly could cost a round of 
drinks at the mess.

• The square shape of the star led to the obvious 
nickname of pip, by which the device is univer-
sally known.
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Three metal pips

Three different styles of metal pips varying in gold, 
silver, and enamel colours, as well as basic design 
for different orders of dress, worn by the author in 
1966-67.

Wire thread pips

Embroidered pips were worn with Mess Kit, and 
were typically smaller than most metal pips. These 
are from the jacket of a member of The Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment.

Coloured cloth badges

Cloth pips in various colours, according to regiment 
or corps, were widely worn. Some were flat, some 
were padded. Eventually a subdued hue, the flat 
model, was developed for wear with combat dress. 
As shown here, the format continued for higher 
ranks.

Crown

The crown on the badge is the current depiction of 
the crown in government use. Contrary to common 
belief, there is no distinct King’s crown or Queen’s 
crown. Until 1902, the graphic depiction used in 
modern times as a symbol of the British monarchy 
was St. Edward’s crown. It was replaced by a de-
piction of the Tudor crown at the direction of King 
Edward VII. There was no actual Tudor crown in 
existence, it having been destroyed following the 
beheading of King Charles I in 1649. It was noted 
that the 1902 heraldic depiction of the Tudor 
crown closely resembled the small diamond crown 
that King Edward VII’s mother, Queen Victoria, had 
worn on many occasions later in her reign. In 1952, 
the Tudor crown graphic was replaced by a revised 
graphic of St. Edward’s crown, apparently at the 
direction of Queen Elizabeth II. Military badges, 
including rank, changed accordingly.
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Two crowns

The upper Tudor Crown dis-
played from 1902 to 1952 is 
a heraldic design only, not an 
actual crown, though it close-
ly resembles the small dia-
mond crown Queen Victoria 
used later in her reign. The 
lower St. Edward’s Crown, 
displayed since 1952, var-
ies slightly from the graphic 
design used before 1902.

Crossed Sword & Baton

This device has long been a symbol of status for a 
general officer. It appeared as the cap badge of all 
grades of general prior to Unification, and after Uni-
fication it was on all Canadian generals’ rank insig-
nia above the appropriate number of maple leaves. 
The curved sword is referred to as the Mameluke 
sword; long the pattern of ceremonial sword for 
generals. The baton is an ancient symbol of a gen-
eral’s authority, which goes back to Roman times.

In John Singer Sargent’s famed 1922 painting “Gen-
eral Officers of the First World War”—original in 
London, England’s National Portrait Gallery—only 
two of the 22 present are depicted carrying a baton.

These are both Field Mar-
shals Haig and French. 
Despite the baton’s use in 
a general’s insignia I have 
found no indication that 
in modern times batons 
have been presented to 
anyone below the rank of 
field marshal.

OFFICER RANKS

Subordinate Officer

There is only one rank of subordinate officer: of-
ficer cadet. The insignia is a single pip on a white 
stripe (usually a ribbon, often referred to derisively 
as a bandage) running the width of the epaulette. 
Though I am not aware when this came in, the Regi-
mental Museum has a photograph of two regimen-
tal officer cadets in 1942 or 1943 that are wearing 
a white stripe without a pip, and also a white patch 
of cloth to the front of their wedge cap. I believe 
the use of white for officer cadet status began with 
naval insignia for midshipmen, and eventually ad-
vanced to a more general use for officer cadets. The 
addition of the pip came to effect in the 1950s. I 
wore it during the summers from 1963 to 1965 and 
I loved it. It could be seen up to a mile away!

Two Second World War officer cadets

The above twosome was members of (then) The 
Edmonton Regiment, sent back to Canada for of-
ficer training.
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Post-war officer cadet

In the early 1960s this member of The Loyal Ed-
monton Regiment became an officer cadet in the 
University of Alberta’s Canadian Officer Training 
Corps Contingent. He later returned to serve as an 
officer back in the unit.

Post-war officer cadet insignia 

This pip and bandage are on a greatcoat from that 
era.

Junior Officers

There are three ranks—second lieutenant, lieuten-
ant, and captain. Their badges are one, two, and 
three pips, respectively. The single pip of a second

lieutenant gave rise to the nickname “one pip won-
der” for the holder of the rank. A British comic strip 
actually featured a series of stories titled, “The One 
Pip Wonder” during the Second World War.

Senior Officers

There are three ranks—major, lieutenant-colonel, 
and colonel. A major wears a crown. A lieutenant-
colonel wears a crown above a single pip. A colonel 
wears a crown above two pips.

General Officers

There are four ranks—brigadier-general, major-
general, lieutenant-general, and general. The brig-
adier-general wears a crossed sword and baton. A 
major-general adds a pip above the crossed sword 
and baton. A lieutenant-general changes the pip to 
a crown. A general inserts a pip between the crown 
and the crossed sword and baton.

The pip above the crossed 
sword and baton of Major-
General Chris Vokes is shown 
in this field photograph 
from Italy.

Major-General Vokes

WHAT’S IN A WORD

The system outlined above clearly indicates that 
there is no symbolic linkage between the word lieu-
tenant and the two pips. Two pips are not present 
in a lieutenant-colonel’s, nor a lieutenant-general’s 
badge.
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The system is actually progressive, but in a very 
specific way. As an emblem of the monarch, the 
crown is a symbol of superior status to both the 
pip and the crossed sword and baton. The rank 
insignia arrangements reflect that—the crown is 
always atop the other symbols. Next in line, being 
the badge of the Order of the Bath, makes the pip a 
symbol of superior status to the crossed sword and 
baton of a general officer, and so above it. 

In the post-Unification system, still in effect for our 
navy and air force, general officers wore maple 
leaves below both the crown and the crossed sword 
and baton badge. We did not adopt the American 
pattern where stars only are worn. But our variant 
continued a system of shoulder ranks long worn by 
admirals—Crown over crossed cutlass over one or 
more stars. In the naval insignia the star was sim-
ply a design—lacking the precedence of the army’s 
star from the Order of the Bath. The naval insignia 
is now again bearing the naval cutlass, cutting edge 
pointing upward, rather than the army’s downward 
edged Mameluke sword and the navy again under-
lay the badges with a strip of wide gold braid.

As to a major-general being of lower rank than a 
lieutenant-general, this is a historically derived 
oddity. Several centuries ago the rank was sergeant 
major general, a high ranking general officer com-
ing immediately below the lieutenant-general, who 
was in turn, immediately below the captain-general 
in an army’s command structure. With time the 
captain-general largely disappeared and sergeant 
major general got shortened.

There. What could be simpler?

NON-COMMISSIONED RANKS

The modifications that went into effect for Non-
Commissioned Members (NCMs) upon Unification 
were needed by rank restructuring. One was need-
ed because of re-designating the rank immediately 
above sergeant to warrant officer, and the others 
because of restructuring the three lowest ranks. 

The 1968 changes can be summarized as follows:
• Warrant officer class I became chief warrant 

officer, but retained the Canadian Coat of Arms 
rank badge worn on the lower sleeve.

• Warrant officer class II became master war-
rant officer, but retained the crown in a laurel 
wreath rank badge worn on the lower sleeve.

• Staff sergeant, with a rank badge of three chev-
rons surmounted by the crown, worn on the 
upper sleeve, disappeared. In its place was war-
rant officer, with a rank badge of a crown worn 
on the lower sleeve. 

Staff sergeant - 
Second World War - 

Tudor Crown

This uniform (photo to 
the left) is a staff sergeant 
of The Edmonton Regi-
ment in the Second World 
War wearing the Tudor 
crown badge. Note that 
“49th” had crept back 
into the shoulder badge, 
where it remained for 
many years, though it was 
not part of the official 
regimental title.
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Staff sergeant – Canadian 
Women’s Army Corps – 1960s 

– St. Edward’s Crown

The uniform (fea-
tured to the left) is a 
staff sergeant of the 
Canadian Women’s 
Army Corps, which 
was attached to The 
Edmonton Regiment 
in the 1960s. This is 
a mess dress jacket, 
bearing St. Edward’s 
Crown that came into 
use after the Queen’s 
coronation. In those 
days army females 
formed a separate 
corps, and were at-
tached to other units.

Staff sergeant – Strathcona’s 
– with Canadian Women’s 
Army Corps – Wainwright

A staff sergeant of the 
regular force Strath-
cona’s at Wainwright 
in the early 1960s 
with the Canadian 
Women’s Army Corps 
members. By this time 
there were no CWAC 
in the regular army.

This change restored a rank of limited usage found 
early in the Second World War. The rank of warrant 
officer class III had been granted to NCMs ap-
pointed as platoon sergeant-major and who actu-
ally commanded the platoon. But the other platoon 
commanders were officers, and the experiment of 
having platoons commanded by either an officer or 
a warrant officer did not work out. The system was 
discarded after 1940.

The 1968 change of staff sergeants to warrant offi-
cers carried with it certain legal consequences that 
the National Defence Act bestowed on “warrant 
officers”; a category now consisting of three grades 
instead of the two.

• Sergeant retained the rank badge of three chev-
rons worn on the upper sleeve, but an element 
of Canadian identity crept in with the stripes 
surmounted by the maple leaf.
• In the pre-Unification army, the three chev-

rons was also the badge of a lance-sergeant, 
but this was an appointment not a rank, and 
its use was discontinued. 

• There was some confusion and on-going change 
in the early days of Unification for ranks be-
low sergeant, but this was in effect for several 
decades:
• Master corporal was a new rank upon Uni-

fication, with a rank badge of two chevrons 
surmounted by a maple leaf, worn on the 
upper sleeve. In the 1968 revisions, and still 
today, this is the first rank with command 
authority.

• Corporal retained the rank badge of two 
chevrons without maple leaf, worn on the 
upper sleeve. However, the rank no longer 
carried command authority.

• A single chevron, without maple leaf, denoted 
a trained private. This had been the badge of a 
lance corporal before Unification, which was 
not a rank but an appointment for a private. It 
did, however, have command authority, which 
the present badge does not denote.

A few changes were instituted following Unifica-
tion to denote status within a rank that has dis-
appeared. There were two status badges, one for 
corporals with two chevrons and a “sunken” maple 
leaf, one for privates with one chevron surmounted 
by a maple leaf. These badges did not last long. 
From my understanding they denoted long term 
service commitment. 
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I do not have much information on them, however, 
and there may be other explanations.

Note that our one and two “hook” badges are still a 
corporal and lance-corporal with command au-
thority in the British and, I believe in other Com-
monwealth countries. This is noted on camouflage 
uniform only, as our rank designator for a warrant 
officer is going to create confusion with the badge 
for majors amongst those who do not understand 
the small crown / large crown system.

Abandoned rank badges

These badges are believed to have gone out of use 
by the late 1970s.

Retelling History
Written by and Photos by: Dixon 

Christie

After six years of working with the military, there’s 
one thing I have learned for certain; that is, how 
much I still have to learn. 

In the production of our Battle Scars TV series that 
includes the six part series on the history of The 
Loyal Edmonton Regiment (LER), I had to call in the 
A-Team and rely on the experts. 

With everything we do, we feel that we are ac-
countable to the vets, to the soldiers, and to Canada 
for ensuring that the tenets of our productions are 
upheld; integrity, accuracy, and respect. 

After getting no small number of sergeant-major 
lectures, I’ve learned to safeguard against many 
glaring issues in the work that we do. When we 
plan the artwork for a movie series or a segment, 
we normally do not have the resources to make 
sure that every detail is perfect. With this in mind, 
this was how we came to ask for help from the staff 
of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment Military Museum. 
With their help, we’ve built a team of producers 
that include veterans, soldiers and, where uniforms 
are concerned, veterans, experts, and collectors.

Great War, World War I, Aaron
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It is your own 
museum collections 
manager, Kathleen 
Haggarty’s son Em-
mett Gorman, (pic-
ture to the right)
who has made a 
pretty good William 
Griesbach. 

With approval 
from the Regiment, 
Sgt. James Pantel 
(picture below) was instrumental in rallying the 
troops to come out and help, as well as Capt. Rick 
Dumas, Adj. and 2Lt. Akos Szabo. Thanks to all of 
the soldiers, veterans, and civilian assistance on 
this project, and a special thanks to David Haas, Ted 
Howard, Tom Reaume, and the museum staff for 
the generous use of their facility and their amazing 
kit.

*Please note that we know some of the collar dogs 
are from other regiments. These will be fixed in 
post-production with Adobe Photoshop.

World War II, Brent
Our producers and uniform consultants include 
Rob Paterson (ex-Solicitor-General and Public Secu-
rity member), LER/408/PPCLI veteran Steve Forth, 
about a dozen LER soldiers, veterans, and a half 
dozen civilians.

It’s essential that we get the photos right because 
they will be used in posters, DVD designs, and other 
artwork that we use to support and promote our 
projects.

Afghanistan, Bryce Wilks

Together, we 
assembled on 
three occasions to 
complete a photo 
study that fea-
tured the kinds of 
uniforms the LER 
have worn.  Since 
the history of the 
LER goes back to 
the 49th in World 
War Two, we had

to take pictures from each of the six movie related 
time periods. Also, since we can trace the roots 
even further back to William “Billy” Griesbach for 
“The Pre-War History” in Part One, we chose to in-
clude Billy and photograph an interpretation of him 
in his iconic photo as a trooper in the Boer War.
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 The 70th Anniversary of the Battle of 
Ortona and Proclamations of Friendship* 

Photos by: Mr. Grant Cree, The Western Sentinel

Written by: Capt. Rick Dumas, Adj. 
For Canadians, Ortona was the bloodiest battle of 
the Italian Campaign. The once picturesque ancient 
village off the Adriatic coast had been reduced to 
rubble. Canadian and crack German paratroopers 
fought hard in bitter, house-to-house fighting dur-
ing harsh, wet, and cold winter conditions. Booby 
traps, land mines, and snipers were a constant 
threat as every building gained brought further 
cost in blood. By Christmas Day there was no relief 
for the LERs. Soldiers were rotated back to the rear 
for a hot, traditional Christmas dinner. Sadly, some 
were shot down during their attempt.

The people of Ortona also suffered terribly. Most 
of the 10,000 inhabitants were gone with large 
numbers of able-bodied males used as slave labour 
in Reich or fascist controlled Italy, with the remain-
ing civilians fleeing to surrounding mountains and 
nearby railway tunnels. Those who stayed behind 
were in homes and public buildings, hiding in cel-
lars until the fighting died down. 

After eight days of hard going and tough fighting, 
the Germans finally withdrew from Ortona. The 
LERs had 172 casualties, 63 were killed—the most 
of any unit fighting in Ortona from 22–28 Decem-
ber 1943. Almost a quarter of all Canadians killed 
during the Italian campaign were in the fights lead-
ing up to and around Ortona—1,375 were killed 
(Ortona is one of the Battle Honours found on the 
Regiment’s Colours).

After several months of collaboration between the 
LER and the cities of Edmonton and Ortona, the 
70th anniversary of the Battle of Ortona would be 
marked at each locale, 6 December 2013. 

The City of Edmonton, the LER, and a delegation 
representing Ortona publicly celebrated the mile-
stone anniversary at Edmonton City Hall by way 
of an official never-done-before Proclamation of 
Friendship between the cities of Edmonton and 
Ortona, which included a Regimental Drum Head 
Service. With national anthems played, the drums 
piled, and colours laid, the service commenced. 
City Hall Chaplain, John Dowds, led a prayer with 
speeches and presentations to follow. Oddly 
enough, it was appropriate that this solemn event 
was conducted in a very festive Christmas-decorat-
ed venue. It was at that time of year that the actual 
battle took place.

His worship, Mayor Don Iveson shakes hands with 
Loyal Edmonton Regiment veterans of the Battle 

of Ortona, left to right – Maurice White and Sandy 
McLaren, MM.  (Photo by: Mr. Grant Cree)

In attendance were a total of four Eddies, veterans 
of the battle, among several other veterans and 
serving members. Each city and the LER would 
receive a flag and a copy of the proclamation. The 
Regiment would later present its gifts to the sol-
diers at the Soldier’s Christmas Dinner, 14 Decem-
ber 2013, before going on holiday.
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A similar event was conducted in Ortona at Teatro 
Vittoria, which was built by fascists in 1929. It was 
most appropriate, given it was chosen during the 
war as a popular social club for allied troops and 
became known as The Red Patch Club; a reference 
to the First Canadian Division badge.

On stage at Teatro Vittoria, Proclamations of Friend-
ship are being exchanged with Ortona Mayor, Dr. 

Vincenzo D’Ottavio at the microphone. Behind him 
is Mr. Marv Neumann, Chairman Edmonton Salutes, 

representing the City of Edmonton. Seated in the 
front row, representing The LER is Adj. Capt. Richard 
Dumas and Regimental Sergeant Major, Chief War-

rant Officer Brougham Deegan. 

After the indoor ceremony there was a procession 
to the Canadian Price of Peace Memorial within 
Piazza Plebiscito, dedicated to the city in 1999. 
The central square was turned into a critical killing 
ground at the height of the fighting.

The monument depicts a soldier tending to a 
wounded comrade. Following Last Post at the Price 
of Peace Memorial, flowers were laid.  Taking part 
in the flower laying was Francesca Lasorda, a 92 
year old who eked out a living by doing laundry for 
soldiers who had liberated Ortona. Never failing, 
she ensures fresh cut flowers adorn the monument.  
Since the Second World War, many combat veterans 
and serving members of the LER have participated 
in pilgrimages to Ortona, often at personal expense

“Price of Peace” Memorial, from left to right – Capt. 
Dumas, Francesca Lasorda, CWO Deegan, Mayor 
D’Ottavio, Mr. Neumann and his better half—Deb 
and the ‘junior mayor’—part of a youth training 

program. 

and always most-welcomed by its citizens. Typi-
cally, Italian Campaign Veterans’ contributions have 
been largely overshadowed by Normandy and Vimy 
celebrations over the decades. 

This year, the Mayors and City Councils of Ortona 
and Edmonton were proud to include the Regiment 
in participating with its 70th anniversary of the 
Battle of Ortona ceremony and by extension, exer-
cising mutual Proclamations of Friendship between 
Edmonton and Ortona.  

The Proclamations of Friendship acknowledged the 
emotional bonds and relationship between two cit-
ies at war and their common-to-all sacrifices during 
wartime. It acknowledges the suffering experienced 
by Ortona’s civilian population that perpetuates 
our veterans’ sacrifices and legacy. It is most mean-
ingful to the surviving families who have endured 
the effects of human losses or those having lived 
with surviving veterans adversely affected by the 
experience as a prisoner of war or casualty.
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Maurice White Remembers
Written by and Photos By: Dixon Christie

Earlier this month, I spoke to World War Two veter-
an of The Loyal Edmonton Regiment (LER) and the 
First Special Service Force (FSSF), Maurice White. I 
asked him a few questions about a photo I took on 
the 70th D-Day Ceremony a few weeks ago. 

He said that his photo was ugly. His hand was bent. 
He couldn’t properly salute anymore. 

I suggested to him what we saw; a man that fought 
for our freedoms, a man who saw friends die beside 
him, and a man who has lived with these memories 
for 70 years. He seemed surprised and characteris-
tically humbled. 

 I’ve been conditioned to not dare use the civilian 
words, “brave” or even “heroic” even though it’s 
hard not to think it.

Since the photo was taken I wondered aloud what 
he was thinking on the parade square that day. His 
response surprised me. 

“So, as you’re standing there, you see all of those 
two years of experiences of war flash in front of 
you. I’m also thinking that I am one of the only ones 
left. I am just counting my days. Just counting my 
days. I am here now, but could be gone any time.” 
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Maurice has never spared his honesty or opinion.  

“The other thing is at those moments you are 
thinking about your buddies that couldn’t make it. 
They’re buried all over. Like Bill Teleske, he was all 
gung-ho to join me right until the last moment and 
now he’s gone.”

Maurice and his wife, Elsie, still volunteer at The 
Loyal Edmonton Regiment Military Museum every 
week; fortunately, they were volunteering on a 
day I was there with my production crew and my 
daughter. 

I continued to ask Maurice how it felt with every-
one passing around him.

“Everybody has a road map. That’s the way life is. It 
seems that everybody has a map; their destination 
is already on the map. I can prove that. I should be 
dead a hundred times already. And yet, I’m here.”

Kathleen, the museum collections manager, and 
I later bemused about how I’m always the one to 
ask the difficult questions. Ones, she suggested, 
provoked human responses and, I felt, profound 
insights into the frailty of this condition. 

You see, back in my day, we didn’t have YouTube 
and the inter-webs and all the fancy devices like 
iMac Air, Facebook, and Google Plus. We had a pad 
of paper and a pen, and that’s how we did inter-
views of our favourite musicians and entertainers. 
In my day, we did them in question and answer 
format (Q&A), so that every word spoken by both 
individuals was written verbatim. We felt that 
interviews were more honest that way.

Since I have interviewed my friend and co-volun-
teer at The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Military 
Museum on camera for three different occasions, I 
thought it would be appropriate to interview him 
the old-fashioned way about a historic event that 
featured an common sentiment; remembrance. 

We spoke after the 1st Canadian Parachute Bat-
talion’s 70th anniversary of D-Day at Siffleur Falls, 
Alberta on 5 June 2014.

Why did you attend the 70th Anniversary of D-
Day?

Well, I think that it was particularly important that 
I represent the FSSF. I was the only one there and 
none of our boys could join, so I guess that was my 
main reason. 

What did you expect going there?

Well, I wasn’t really too sure. Actually, I was expect-
ing another guy from Calgary, but he had a medi-
cal appointment and at the last minute he couldn’t 
make it. I wanted to carry the flag, but as it turned 
out I didn’t have to carry the flag.
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Why didn’t you?

They [the organizers] decided that it would take 
too long and thought us veterans should sit down 
instead. So I was sat with the others from the 1st 
Can Para that landed on D-Day. [The organizers 
realized that instead of being on parade, the VIP 
veterans should sit at the place of honour].

What do these ceremonies mean to you?

Well, what I think about mostly is that I am sort of 
representing the other veterans that couldn’t make 
it. The ones that have passed away that are buried 
overseas; the ones that couldn’t make it. Some of 
them have died recently; last year at the FSSF event 
we had 40. This year they say that there will be 10. 

Does it bring back memories?

Oh yes… it definitely does so… that’s one of the 
reasons. When I am at these ceremonies, my mind 
always goes back to the guys that were killed in 
action. How they were killed. What their circum-
stances were; how I felt. There’s no other time that 
I remember so much. So [at] these special occa-
sions we have to show some respect for those that 
couldn’t make it. 

What is your most profound memory of your 
experience in WWII?

I don’t know that I can put a finger on any one inci-
dent. It pretty much covers the two years that I was 
on the front lines… the memories are all blurred 
together. On ceremonies like these, you start think-
ing about stuff you haven’t thought about with your 
comrades… it’s hard for me to tell you. In the life-
time like we have now, you just wouldn’t think of 
those things. 

Do you think that your service ended, or the 
service of vets that gave so much, ended over-
seas? Do you think that all of your service really 
ever ended?

For me it never ends. It’s still there. It’s still in your 
mind and in your memories.

Do you believe in PTSD?

We didn’t use that word back in my day, but I’m not 
sure now. I’m not too sure on that because I feel, 
sometimes, that what I went through… I should 
[have] be[en] in a loony bin when I came back. But 
when I hear about what happened in Afghanistan, 
there’s no comparison… I can understand why 
those guys are having some problems to this day. 
They were fighting ghosts. It’s an enemy you can 
never see. When they go out during the day, they 
have their Afghan guides taking them out and then, 
maybe at night, they are helping set the mines, who 
knows? If we had to do that back in WWII, we’d 
likely have the same problems. 

What do you think is so different between what 
our boys did in Afghanistan and what you did 
with back in WWII?

It’s hard to compare or complain or compel, but we 
all grew up so different. And that changes so much. 
Like when I grew up as a child, you had to earn ev-
ery penny that you put in your mouth, and now the 
kids ask and it is all just given to them, so there’s 
just a change in lifestyle… this might be good and it 
might not be good in other life situations. It was a 
different war in many ways.
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And yet we really have the most incredible soldiers today?
Yes, we absolutely do and that’s so true. The guys that I get to meet are really great. But now, maybe it’s a 
good thing that things have changed because otherwise maybe we would still be fighting with bows and 
arrows.

Why are ceremonies like the 70th important to Canada?

I think that we can’t let these things go by and forget about them. It’s a good thing that we remember 
these things and educate our kids, otherwise they will disappear and what we did will have no meaning. 

What was your favourite part of the ceremony?

I’m not sure… I enjoyed it all. The only thing that I know is that when they fired that canon I jumped out of 
my hide, almost.

WWII FSSF vet receives honour 70 years after his service. 

Soldiers of all nations share a bond with those that went before them and so all young paratroopers were 
honoured when they were able to sit with Maurice and his wife, Elsie, and share their stories, but mostly 
listen with reverence. And like this writer, hang on to every word. Maurice was quite surprised with one 
soldier, from the US Army Special Forces, when he removed his patches and gave them to Maurice with 
the knowledge that all WWII vets that served for more than 120 days in battle were authorized to wear 
them. 
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A Day to Remember
Written by: LCol. (Ret-d.) Hans Brink, CD

Hoevelaken is a small village about 12 kilometres 
west of Barnveld, Holland. Many citizens of Ho-

evelaken, who were living there in 1945, credit The 
Loyal Edmonton Regiment with liberating their 

village.  

Hoevelaken, Holland, 19 April 1945

The liberation of Hoevelaken went very wrong for 
seven villagers and one Canadian soldier from The 
Loyal Edmonton Regiment (LER). Around noon, on 
19 April 1945, D-Company members of the LERs 
entered Hoevelaken on their light Bren Gun carri-
ers supported by six Sherman tanks and mortars, 
with instructions to clear out the forest north of 
Hoevelaken via the village of Terschuur.  

Under command of Lieutenant-Colonel J.R. Stone, 
the small company’s operation was to prepare for 
the attack on the village of Nijkerk the next day 
from the south and north-east. Initially, the clearing 
operation went without any problems; the Germans 
expected an Allied attack from the west—thinking 
that troops would come from the coast into Holland 
and they built their bunkers facing west. On the 
19th of April, D-Company moved to the west side 
of the village where they met a barricade that was 
well defended and covered by mortars and artillery.

With their tanks, D-Company shot holes in the bar-
ricade and, three times over, tried to blow it up but 
to no avail. Then they got word to pull back. It was 
during this withdrawal that the company signaller, 
Private Walter Strang, (Jock, as he was known) was 
killed.  

For many citizens of Hoevelaken, the 19th of April 
is a day that is forever engraved in their memory.

Hendrik Beitler, a member of the Justitution His-
toric Hoevelaken, is one of those citizens who 
remembers the day the Canadians marched into the 
village.

 “During the shelling, two Canadian soldiers came 
into the cellar where I, and more people, were 
sheltered. One of them had a radio transmitter 
with him. Everything was full of sand because of 
the fighting in the neighbourhood. I [at the time] 
wouldn’t have be[en] surprised if they were in-
volved with trying to blow up the barricade, just 
before soldier Strang died, and that’s why they 
were covered in sand.  

When one of them had cleaned his transmitter and 
got contact again, they immediately received word 
that they had to go back. They ran like the devil was 
after them to their tanks and Bren Gun carriers that 
still stood on the road. These two Canadians never 
said a word about their buddy. Three days later 
Strang was found by Dutch underground forces. 
They found him in a trench at Park Weldaham.  He 
might have lived if found sooner, but we will never 
know.”

Pte. Walter Strang was later buried at the Canadian 
cemetery at Groesbeck. At Park Weldaham, where 
he was found, a simple cross and stone were placed 
in memory of the first liberators of Hoevelaken and 
the stone is inscribed with the name of the fallen 
soldier, W. Strang. 

Every 4th of May the citizens of Hoevelaken slowly 
and silently walk to the memorial where a simple 
ceremony is held and wreaths are laid. Since 2007, 
members of the LER, specifically Ken Froland, have 
attended this service, met with the children at the
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local school, and was treated as a liberator by the 
town’s citizens.

The liberation of Hoevelaken lasted one afternoon. 
After D-Company soldiers pulled out, it was around 
half past two o’clock when Mr. Beitler was able to 
stand outside knowing he was free, at last. “When 
the Canadian soldiers entered Hoevelaken it gave 
me a feeling of freedom.” 

On the 5th of May, in many surrounding villages, 
citizens were celebrating the end of the five long 
years of occupation by the Germans, though it was 
on 6 May 1945 in Hotel “De Wereld” at Wageningen 
that the official capitulation agreement was signed 
between the Allies and Germany.

In 2015, on May 4th, the LERs will again be hon-
oured as liberators of the village of Hoevelaken. A 
special monument is being dedicated to celebrate 
the Canadians that gave freedom to the Dutch vil-
lagers of Hoevelaken over 70 years ago, and we 
have been invited to participate in these events.  

Pte. Walter Strang monument

Where will you be on the 4-6 May 2015? I know 
where I will be. I will be in Hoevelaken, celebrating 
with the people of Holland on those special days. 

Editors’ Note: If you are interested in taking part of 
this once-in-a-lifetime celebration, please contact 
Hans Brink by email at brinkh@shaw.ca

Designed liberation monument

It is my hope that 
we are able to get a 
large contingent of 
serving and former 
members of the 
Regiment to at-
tend, including as 
many World War 
Two veterans that 
are well enough to 
travel.
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Activities at the Museum
Written by: Alisha Lyrette

The museum is in the midst of another busy year 
with the completion of old projects and the launch 
of new ones. The C100 – Canada’s Hundred Days 
exhibit in the Stone Gallery, completed early last 
year, will gradually be transformed into an on-
going account of Canada’s involvement in the First 
World War. While the current exhibit focusses on 
the campaign that led up to the end of the fighting, 
the new Canada’s Great War exhibit will expand the 
war’s history on an annual basis and show Canada’s 
gradually increasing involvement. With the 100th 
anniversary of the outbreak of World War One com-
ing this August, we hope to have the 1914 material 
up in time for Remembrance Day. Work will also 
occur in the Griesbach Gallery to create distinct 
sections displaying both Regimental Heritage and 
The Soldier’s Craft. 

One display we hope to revive for the Regimental 
Heritage portion of the gallery is a feature of Alex 
Decoteau, an Aboriginal athlete and Edmonton 
police officer who fell in battle as a member of the 
49th Battalion at Passchendaele. The original 2003 
museum display about Decoteau was the result of 
consultations between our director of exhibits, Da-
vid Haas, and playwright, Charlotte Cameron. David 
provided military detail for Charlotte’s 2001 play 
Running – The Alex Decoteau Story (1887-1917), 
which is now being published as a book. 

David and John Matthews, our archival director, 
have also been involved in researching Raymond 
Brutinel, an immigrant who settled in St. Albert in 
1909. During World War One he was responsible 
for the creation of the Automobile Machine Gun 
Brigade No. 1, the first mechanized unit in the Brit-
ish Empire before moving on to become the prima-
ry adviser on machine guns for the Canadian 

Corps. The results of this research will contribute 
to a book, Alberta and the Great War, to be pub-
lished later this year with, possibly, a memorial to 
Brutinel in the Edmonton area. 

Another on-going project has been assisting a 
consortium involved in producing a video series 
called Battle Scars that airs on Shaw TV. The group 
intended to produce an episode focussed on the 
history of The Loyal Edmonton Regiment. Our 
involvement has mainly involved assisting Video 
Production Specialist Dixon Christie of HypeTV 
with research and content evaluation. 

In addition to all these special projects, we are still 
hard at work on all our regular activities including 
maintaining our collections, providing tours, and 
answering research requests. In December, we had 
the opportunity to provide a display at Edmonton’s 
City Hall for the Proclamation of Friendship be-
tween the cities of Edmonton and Ortona, Italy to 
mark the 70th anniversary of the Battle of Ortona. 
The event was attended by Loyal Eddie veteran’s 
Maurice White, Harold Hall, Sandy McLaren, and 
Bert Plowman. Museum staff and volunteers are 
preparing for our Soldier Through Time camp, 
which will run one week in July and August. 

We would like to thank our volunteers Ted Howard, 
Garnet Rooney, Eva McPhee, Ken Dilley, Elsie and 
Maurice White, Craig Nash, Ann Nash, Steve Forth, 
Lance Kelly, Tracy Cowherd, Lem Mundorf, Erica 
Tsui, Alycia Christie, and Ian Edwards. 

Be sure to have a look at our museum website at 
www.lermuseum.org.  We have updated the Regi-
mental History pages to include a section called A 
New Century that outlines regimental activities 
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up to 2012, including Afghanistan. 

Don’t forget that today’s events are tomorrow’s 
history. Record your experiences and take pictures. 
Include dates, the occasion, and names, especially 
for the photographs. Hopefully, these may find a 
place in our archives.  

Soldier Through Time
 Summer Camp

Written by and Photos By: 
LCol. (Ret-d.) Hans Brink

The museum volunteers and some “voluntolds” 
collected the resources to run another summer 
day camp for kids, 9–12 year olds, at the Prince of 
Wales Armoury, (the museum) from 22–26 July 
2013.

The summer camp was a collaborative effort with 
the City of Edmonton’s summer camp program that 
they run every year. There were a large number of 
options for kids to spend five days doing something 
in the summer other than playing video games. One 
such option was the Soldier Through Time summer 
camp. 

As lead programmer, I had many helping hands 
throughout the process. Ted Howard was the camp 
Sergeant Major and Lem Mundorf was Sergeant 
Barbour. Kathleen Haggarty and Alisha Lyrette 
were a tremendous help getting all the resources 
together and also taught lessons on museum pro-
cessing and exhibits.

The camp was designed to make the history of the 
Canadian Military in the Edmonton area fun. We 
achieved this by, quite simply, creating a military 
boot camp environment. We walked them through 
100 years of military history by making them sol-
diers of the 49th Battalion.

On Monday morning they were met at the door 
by Sgt. Barbour, a larger-than-life World War One 
soldier that welcomed them to the Armoury. He 
walked them through the building—up into the 
towers and the officers’ mess—while explaining 
what the building was used for. 
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They were then processed through the recruiting 
centre, which included a medical inspection by our 
local doctor, Alisha. The QM staff issued uniforms 
(t-shirts), floppy hats in CADPAT, and ID Discs with 
their names on them. The t-shirts and discs were 
theirs to keep as were the Soldiers Record Books 
they were given to record their training throughout 
the week. Finally, they were sworn into the army 
in front of the Canadian Flag and a picture of the 
Queen.

The week consisted of lessons on the history of the 
49th Battalion, the firearms that were used in WWI, 
WWII, and the current modern suite of small arms. 
They experienced an IMP meal, making a hoochie 
(improvised shelter), map reading, and radio and 
communication methods used in the past 100 
years. WO Ted Howard taught them basic drill and 
marching songs.

The highlight of the week was the visit to CFB 
Edmonton. This year we were hosted by the First 
Battalion Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infan-
try. We toured their lines and were introduced to 
the Light Armoured Vehicle (LAV) and a number of 
other wheeled vehicles. The kids loved climbing all 
over the vehicles, and all was good until one camp-
er found out how to use the horn.  

Campers at CFB Edmonton visiting the First Battalion Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry.

The sniper section had a full suite of small arms 
on display for them to hold and walk around with. 
They finished the visit by learning how to cat walk, 
monkey crawl, and leopard crawl.

Afterwards, they were off to the small arms trainer 
at the Lecture Training Facility.  There the camp-
ers were able to fire the C7, Sig Sauer 226 pistol, 
and the C9 Light Machine Gun on the simulator. 
Many laser bullets were fired as they learned how 
to switch to full automatic fire. I bet many Dads had 
wished they had joined them.

Once lunch was consumed they navigated their way 
to the Sea Can Village. This was a large complex of 
buildings fabricated out of old sea containers set up 
to replicate different villages in Afghanistan. They 
were given a lesson on why, and how, things are 
seen before we proceeded to camouflage their faces 
and make ghille capes. To test their skills of obser-
vation, select campers wearing the capes went out 
into the field and the rest of the campers had to 
find them. They discovered that it wasn’t that easy. 
After a short march back to the range control shed, 
the campers returned to the Armoury and their 
parents were surprised at their green, black, and 
brown faces.
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The campers were also introduced to some mu-
seum practices where they had to select a medal, 
research its purpose, and write a description of the 
medal and why it was awarded. This display was 
set up for their parents the next day as part of the 
graduation parade.

On the final day we invited the parents to the 
Armoury to view a graduation parade.  The re-
viewing officer was the Honourable Laurie Hawn. 
I don’t think the kids really knew who he was, or 
even cared, but the parents were impressed. The 
campers were awarded a campaign medal they had 
made and they received their release papers.

We seem to appeal to a good crowd and the courses 
fill up every year. We’ve had some kids come back, 
up to three times, because they enjoyed it so much. 
The museum volunteers and staff will continue this 
fine tradition and we run two camps in the summer 
of 2014. If you feel that you can spare an hour or 
two and be a guest lecturer then contact the muse-
um to let them know. Many hands make light work.

The Fun we have at 
the Museum 

Written by and Photos  Compiled 
By: WO (Ret-d.) Ted Howard

Editors’ Note: The museum often receives online 
requests from their website, The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment Museum, http://www.lermuseum.org/. 

The following is the results of one such request.

Original emailed message: 
I am responsible [for] the police vault. We found 
a hidden note in a rifle. It’s dated June 19, 1944. 
Private George E. Hayes, 32nd Infantry [along] with 
an American dime. [I] was wondering if the same 
private as George E. Hayes [is] on your private casu-
alty list. If not, help me find this possible American 
private to give the note back to the family as well 
as the rifle. Thanks – Signed (Name Withheld)@
police.chateauguay.ca

Follow-up message: 
Here is a copy of the note found in the rifle. The 
rifle has been identified as a Lee Enfield; No. 5 
Mark 1; caliber 303 British, serial number cannot 
be seen at this time. The rifle is heavily rusted. The 
rifle was seized by our police department in 2012. 
An individual on our territory bought a house and 
found this rifle hidden in the air vent. Because of 
the historical note, and having the rifle, our inten-
tions would be to donate it to a museum like yours 
or to the group where this private was enlisted or 
give [it] to a family member. We were told this note 
is probably from an American soldier because the 
use of the word infantry is American and not Ca-
nadian. We found two other George E. Hayes that 
were privates in the U.S. but [it] does not mention 
when they were enlisted or what infantry. Were 
these weapons Canadian issued? Any other leads 
or contact info. will help. Is this George Hayes the 
same private as the one on the documents you 
sent? Thank you for the documents.
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Facts 

K6985 Pte. Hayes, George Edward of the Loyal Ed-
monton Regiment was killed 22 Oct 1944 in Italy.

The K number means the Regimental No. was is-
sued in B.C.

His parent’s address was British Columbia.

Note: The coin featured is American.

Photo credit: http://www.chuckhawks.com/jungle_carbine.htm

Our response: 
“The Jungle Carbine was an informal term used for 
the Rifle No. 5 Mk 1, which was a derivative of the 
British Lee Enfield No. 4 Mk 1, designed not for 
jungle fighting but in response to a requirement for 
a “Shortened, Lightened” version of the No.4 rifle.”
The Canadians in Italy did not use this weapon; 
most were not aware that it existed. It was used in 
tropical areas. 

After some checking, David Haas found that the 32 
Bn. and 32. Div. of the U.S. Army had served in the 
Pacific Theatre. It would not be usual for the U.S. 
Army to use a British weapon.  However, in war, 
exchanges between forces, weapons on loan, or as 
gifts, were not unheard of. For example, the  

Regiment in Italy did, according to veterans I spoke 
with, borrowed the US M1 for night patrols when 
they could get them. And, of course, we used the 
U.S. Tommy Gun up to arriving in Europe.  The for-
mat of the name suggests American as Canadians 
would have put the last name first followed by the 
given name or initials. The note seemed to indicate 
that there was heavy military action occurring on 
this date. From the Unit’s War Diary it does show 
action on this time period. 

If this was a Canadian’s rifle, killed-in-action, the 
weapon would not be sent home to the family. 
Based on this information, we concluded and ad-
vised the requester that, in our opinion, this did not 
belong to our unit member. 
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The People you think you know  
Written by: WO (Ret-d.) Ted Howard

All soldiers complain, at least that’s what I have 
heard, and I must be a great soldier as I often 
sought to bend someone’s ears. On my first tour 
with the UNEF (2) in Egypt in late 1973, we found 
that we, reservists, made up a little less than a third 
of the contingent. Our duties were mostly on the 
lower end of the command and control chain. Some 
of the fellows who I went over with were warrant 
officers back home or more, and had taken the rank 
of master corporal in order to serve. There was no 
one over the rank of master corporal on base who 
was reserve, no one except the Canadian Medical 
Officer HCol. Haley, whom I knew to be the officer 
commanding the medical company back in Edmon-
ton; who had taken a call out to the United Nations. 
I had seen him around and talked to him on occa-
sion. He was a doctor and easy to talk to.  

Though I was only a corporal at the time, I had been 
a section commander for three years and thought 
myself very knowledgeable on military matters. 
LCol. Haley and I had, on many occasions, chat-
ted about how I felt on the way we were generally 
regarded as being a little unfair. “Yes.” LCol. Haley 
said in words to the effect of, “I can relate, I feel like 
an outsider as well and with my background should 
not be.”  At the time I thought that he was referring 
to him being a LCol. and a doctor. I wondered about 
some of his meaning for years and it was not until 
I read his obituary that I found he had a lot more 
connections with my Regimental family than I ever 
dreamt of, having served as a Signaler with the Ed-
montons in World War Two.  A short excerpt from 
his obituary should explain his background nicely. 
“John Forrest Haley joined the Seaforth Highland-
ers and was overseas for five years on active ser-
vice (WWII). At various times he was seconded to 
The Loyal Edmonton Regiment and the PPCLI as a 
signaller. 

He experienced two assault landings in Sicily and 
Italy in 1943, fighting up the boot of Italy to north-
west Europe, ending the war in Holland. Post war 
he finished high school and studied medicine at the 
U of T. He rejoined the Canadian Army as a medical 
officer and was the first Canadian medical doc-
tor to serve with the Emergency UN Peace Keep-
ing Force in Egypt during the Suez Crisis in 1956, 
subsequently serving four years with NATO Forces 
in Germany.”
 
One time I was going through a storage cabinet at 
the old Ortona armouries, pulling out a duffle bag 
full of very old sports equipment such as bats, and 
balls, and I made the comment that this junk should 
be turfed. RSM Williams, another WWII Loyal Eddie 
and special service force veteran said no. “That is 
what got us through WWII.” I thought he was being 
sentimental until I read the War Diary of WWII and 
the heavy involvement sport had in the welfare of 
the troops; yet at the time, I had no idea of what he 
meant. Again my ears were closed to knowledge 
and experience. I could only see things through my 
own eyes.

Both as a cadet and as a young militiaman, I was 
very fortunate to have instructors and mentors 
who had been there, done that in WW2 and Korea. 
They seemed burdened to pass on to us the wisdom 
and knowledge that they had acquired by so hard 
of service. Soldiers like LCol. Haley and RSM Wil-
liams had so much to pass on to us young serving 
soldiers. But I would not listen then.
 Yes, we took them for granted. And sometimes, 
when talking to today’s soldiers” I see my old at-
titudes reflected back on me. I do not blame them 
though, they are just like me. In time it will be their 
turn. 
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Regimental History, Customs, & Traditions
 

Created by: Capt. Darby Whitebone

Happy 106th Regimental birthday. I thought that we should celebrate in some way, so I put together this 
quiz. Try your skill at Regimental trivia. It consists of 20 multiple choice questions. I did not include any 
short written answer questions as I understand that the Sr. NCO Cadre has limited functions in this area.

20 correct – Don’t bullshit a bullshitter, you cheated!
16 to 19 correct – You must be the incarnation of Lestock. Well done.

12 to 15 correct – Not too bad, the RSM will be proud of you.
7 to 11 correct – Shameful.
3 to 6 correct – Disgraceful.

0 to 2 correct – Be ashamed, be very ashamed.

For further information on this subject see Capt. Whitebone. He is always willing to present classes on 
Regimental History or Regimental Customs and Traditions.

1.  Who was the first commanding officer of the 
Regiment?
a.  LCol. Carstairs
b.  LCol. Edwards
c.  LCol. Griesbach
d.  LCol. McCully

2.  What animal was on the original cap badge 
for the Regiment?
a.  A dim-witted cat
b.  A coyote
c.  A bear
d.  A lion

3.  On formation, 1908, where did the Regiment 
parade?
a.  Ortona Armoury
b.  Thistle Rink
c.  Prince of Wales Armoury
d.  MacKay Avenue School

4.  What was the first CEF Battalion to be raised 
by the 101st Edmonton Fusiliers?
a.  51st Bn
b.  7th Bn
c.  49th Bn
d.  9th Bn

5.  Who was the first commanding officer of the 
49th Bn CEF?
a.  LCol. Lestock
b.  LCol. Griesbach
c.  LCol. McCully
d.  LCol. Carstairs

6.  At a sports competition in England, during 
WW1, who won King George V’s gold pocket 
watch?
a.  Pte. Decoteau
b.  Pte. Kinross
c.  Pte. Kerr
d.  Pte. Peterson
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7.  Who won, and where, the Regiments two 
Victoria Crosses?
a.  Pte. Decoteau at Vimy and Pte. Kinross at Pass-
chendaele.
b.  Pte. Kerr at The Somme and Pte. Peterson at 
Vimy.
c.  Pte. Kinross at Vimy and Pte. Kerr at Ypres.
d.  Pte. Kerr at The Somme and Pte. Kinross at Pass-
chendaele.

8.  What are the ingredients of the Regimental 
drink, The Wulverghem Cocktail?
a.  Issue rum, lime juice, Worcestershire sauce, and 
rain water.
b.  Issue rum, Sgt. Major tea, and crushed hard tack.
c.  Scotch and rain water.
d.  Fermented plum jam, rain water, and issue rum.

9.  In 1920 the 101st Edmonton Fusiliers was 
re-designated “The Edmonton Regiment”. It had 
two active battalions and three paper battal-
ions. What became of the 2nd Bn, The Edmon-
ton Regiment?
a.  It was disbanded.
b.  It was absorbed by the 1st Battalion, The Ed-
monton Regiment.
c.  It became The Edmonton Fusiliers.
d.  It became The Lord Strathcona’s Horse.

10.  During WWII, where did 2nd Bn, The Ed-
monton Regiment (later 2nd Bn, The Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment) serve?
a.  Edmonton
b.  England
c.  Kiska
d.  Sicily and Italy

11.  Who was the commanding officer who com-
manded the Regiment while fighting in Sicily 
and for most of the Italian campaign? 
a.  LCol. Debney
b.  LCol. Jefferson
c.  LCol. Stone
d.  LCol. McCully

12.  During WWII, where did the Regiment see 
its first active operation?
a.  In a bar just outside of Aldershot, England.
b.  Sicily
c.  France
d.  Spitzbergen

13.  Who was the commanding officer of the 3rd 
Bn, The Loyal Edmonton Regiment?
a.  LCol. Debney
b.  LCol. Jefferson
c.  LCol. Stone
d.  LCol. McCully

14.  What plant is incorporated into our hat 
badge?
a.  The white rose of Hanover
b.  The prairie rose of Alberta
c.  The red rose of Lancaster
d.  The poppy.

15.  What is the symbolism of the two maple 
leaves on our hat badge?
a.  They symbolize the French and English ancestry 
of Canada.
b.  They symbolize the two world wars.
c.  They symbolize the Regiments two allied regi-
ments from England and Australia.
d.  They symbolize the 51st and 63rd battalions 
CEF.
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16.  Who is our current British Allied Regiment?
a.  The Duke of Lancaster’s Regiment (King’s, Lan-
cashire, and Borders) (LANCS).
b.  The Queen’s Lancashire Regiment (30th, 40th, 
47th, 59th, 81st, and 82nd Regiments of Foot).
c.  The Loyal Regiment (North Lancashire).
d.  The Loyal North Lancashire Regiment.

17.  How many, in total, Battle Honours has our 
regiment won?
a.  39
b.  20
c.  41
d.  38

18.  What was the demise of Lestock?
a.  He lived out his life at the Edmonton Zoo.
b.  He lived out his life at the London Zoo.
c.  He was put down when the 49th Bn departed for 
France.
d.  He lived out his life under the care of Lady Gries-
bach.

19.  The colours for our Regiment are French 
grey, green, red, and black. Where did the black 
come from?
a.  From the traditions of our allied regiment, The 
Loyal Regiment, for the demise of Gen. Wolf on the 
Plains of Abraham.
b.  In 1943, after the Regiment was decimated at 
the battle of The Gully.
c.  At the death of King George VI.
d.  During the Italian Campaign, as it was custom 
for all units in the 3rd Canadian Division to do so.

20.  Today, where can you find the original stand 
of colours?
a.  You cannot.
b.  The Regimental Museum
c.  The Holy Trinity Church in Old Strathcona
d.  The Rotunda of the Legislature building

Bonus question: From 1951 until 1953 The 
Loyal Edmonton Regiment had a full time com-
ponent known as E-Company. Where did they 
serve?
a.  Korea
b.  Germany
c.  Ottawa
d.  Edmonton

Answers on page 80.

Continued from page 19, 2013 Annual Histori-
cal Report.

Regimental activities that involved / included the 
Cadet Instructor Cadre (CIC) officers and/or cadets 
were:

a.  Men’s Christmas Dinner (officers only);
b.  LGov’s Levee; 
c.  Officers Mess Dinner (officers only);
d.  Association dinner and annual meeting;
e.  Move into new training facility for Sherwood 
Park Navy League Corps;
f.  Swearing in of new CIC Officer; and
g.  $650.00 of regimental accoutrements was 
purchased and delivered to Grande Prairie.

15. The following on-going activities were 
organized for all affiliated cadet corps: 

a.  Affiliated Corps Regimental Shooting 
Competition;
b.  Affiliated Corps Regimental Top Shot Award;
c.  Affiliated Corps Regimental Achievement 
Awards; and
d.  Affiliated Corps Regimental Top Corps 
Award.

16.  For the remainder of the training year, and 
extending into early 2015, the LER will continue 
to provide regular support to the affiliated cadet 
units.
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Continued from page 24, An Iconic Loyal Eddie 
and Patricia, BGen. MacGregor, MC, CD:

Article first printed: 25 April 2014, West-
ern Sentinel, http://www.myvirtualpaper.
com/doc/western_sentinel/westernsenti-
nel_042414/2014042201/#4

AWARDS / CITATIONS / DECORATIONS

17.  The LER personnel that were awarded recogni-
tion during the reporting period.

EQUIPMENT AND PROPERTY

18.  The Regiment’s Bren Gun Carrier was refur-
bished and ceremonially placed in front of the Jef-
ferson Armoury.  
19.  Of significant note to the LER light infantry 
unit, was the order from the Canadian Army stat-
ing that the unit’s .50 Cal machine guns were to be 
turned-in to the supply system for placement into 
war stocks, as they are no longer to be employed by 
the Canadian Army.

Continued from page 28, Regimental Associa-
tion Bursary.

Bursary Questionnaire
Please answer the following questions in either a 
typed or handwritten format, and include it with 
the following information. Be brief and to the 
point, there is no need to add bulk to your answers. 
Please date and sign the completed questionnaire 
when competed.

Questions
• Your full name and mailing address
• Application date
• Rank (if applicable)
• Name of post-secondary Institution you are 

attending?
• What programme / faculty to do you attend?

• What year of study are you in?
• Do / have you spent any time in another 

post-secondary programme?
• How many years do you expect to spend in 

post-secondary education?
• What roles can The Loyal Edmonton Regi-

ment play in the war on terrorism?
• How do you see this role changing in the 

future?
• How is your education making you a better 

member of the Regimental Family?
Win points with the selection committee by volun-
teering for Casinos and at the Museum.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE — NDI 75 
As a former member of the Regiment you may have 
been asked, “How do I prove that I have served in 
the Canadian Forces?” The NDI 75 is a card that 
shows your record of service. It is not an identifica-
tion card as such, but does show how many years 
you have served in the CF.

The Record of Service Card – NDI 75 is issued to 
members leaving or who have left the Canadian 
Forces with 10 or more years of service. If you meet 
the eligibility criteria, use the application 
form, www.on.legion.ca/veterans/documents/
ND175Application.pdf

It is imperative the information required is legible. 
Complete the form and include:

• Two colour passport–type photographs mea-
suring 2” x 2”.  

• Processing time after this office receives the 
application, is approximately 3–6 months to 
mail the card to applicant. 

Mail to: 
Record of Service Card 
NDI 75 Director Military Careers Administration 4 
National Defence Headquarters
MGen George R. Pearkes Building 
101 Colonel By Dr Ottawa ON K1A 0K2
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Regimental History, Customs, & Traditions
Answers 

Created by: Capt. Darby Whitebone

Question #1, Answer: B, Comment: In 1908, the Regiment was authorized. The four original officers 
were LCol. Edwards, Maj. Carstairs, Capt. Osborne, and Capt. Sennet-Weeks. LCol. Edwards was a former 
brigade commander of the 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade in Ontario, and became the first Commanding 
Officer of the Regiment.

Question #2, Answer: C, Comment: The original cap badge for the Regiment (the 101st Edmonton Fusil-
iers) had a bear as the center piece of the cap badge.

Question #3, Answer: D, Comment: The Regiment paraded at the following locations:
• MacKay Avenue School (1908-1912)
• Thistle Rink (1912-1914). Thistle rink burned to the ground in 1914, destroying all of the Regi-

ments uniforms and equipment.
• Prince of Wales Armoury (1915-1965)
• Ortona Armoury (1965-1977)
• Griesbach Barracks (1977-2002)
• Brig. Gen. James Curry Jefferson Armoury (2002-present)

Question #4, Answer: D, Comment: The 101st Edmonton Fusiliers raised the following CEF Battalions:
• 9th Bn – 1914 (Consisted mostly of the original members of the 101st Edmonton Fusiliers. Com-

manded by Maj. Osborne. On arrival in England, it was re-rolled into a training and reinforcement 
battalion).

• 49th Bn – Jan 1915 (As part of the 7th Infantry Brigade, 3rd Canadian Division. The only 101st 
raised battalion to serve as a combat unit).

• 51st Bn – Jan 1915 (On arrival in England, it broke up for reinforcing other depleted battalions).
• 63rd Bn – late 1915 (On arrival in England, it broke up for reinforcing other depleted battalions).
• 66th Bn – late 1915 (On arrival in England, it broke up for reinforcing other depleted battalions, 

however, this was not perpetuated by the Fusiliers).

Question #5, Answer: B, Comment: LCol. Griesbach was a local Edmonton lawyer and politician who 
became a soldier. He had served with the Canadian Mounted Rifles as a trooper in the South African Boer 
War. He had returned to Edmonton to become the Mayor in late 1906. LCol. Griesbach, after the war, was 
appointed as a Canadian Senator and was promoted to major-general on retirement and served as inspec-
tor-general during the Second World War.
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Question #6, Answer: A, Comment: Alex Decoteau was an Olympic runner, Edmonton police officer, and 
soldier with the 49th Battalion. While in England, prior to deployment to France, he won a race, impress-
ing King George V so greatly that the King presented Alex Decoteau with his personal gold watch. Pte. 
Decoteau was killed by a German sniper at Passchendaele on 30 Oct 1917 and the gold watch was stolen 
by the sniper. The sniper was later killed by Alex’s comrades and the watch was recovered. The watch is 
now on display at Edmonton City Police Museum.

Question #7, Answer: D, Comment: Pte. Kerr at The Somme and Pte. Kinross at Passchendaele.

Question #8, Answer: A, Comment: Until March 1916, the 3rd Division remained in the relatively quiet 
Wulverghem-Kemmel sector. It was during this period that the Wulverghem cocktail was concocted. This 
drink consisted of issue rum, Worcestershire sauce, lime juice, and a dash of rain water.

Question #9, Answer: C, Comment: On 15 May 1924, the 2nd and 5th Battalions separated from the Ed-
monton Regiment as the Edmonton Fusiliers. The Edmonton Fusiliers would serve in Canada during the 
Second World War. In 1946, The Edmonton Fusiliers were absorbed into the 19th Alberta Dragoons and 
then in 1965, the 19th Alberta Dragoons were placed on the Supplementary Order of Battle List. While on 
the Supplementary Order of Battle List the unit lived on only on paper. Believe it or not, the SALH amal-
gamated the 19th Alberta Dragoons in 2006 in a cheap bid to gain Battle Honours. This history is proof 
that the SALH are, in fact, related to the Loyal Edmonton Regiment by marriage. Yes… they are our back-
ward cousins.

Question #10, Answer: A, Comment: On 25 June 1940, the 2nd Battalion Loyal Edmonton Regiment 
was formed. HQ, Support, and B-Companies were located in Edmonton at the Prince of Wales Armoury. 
A-Company paraded at a new armoury in Vermilion. C-Company had platoons in Fort Saskatchewan, 
Lamont, and Ross Creek. D-Coy paraded at an armoury in Grande Prairie, with an extra platoon in Val-
halla.

Question #11 Answer: B, Comment: On 28 June 1943, the Regiment, under the command of LCol. J.C. 
Jefferson, boarded the Motor Vessel Durban Castle and slipped down the river and out to sea. While at sea, 
orders for Operation Husky, the invasion of Sicily, were issued. LCol. Jefferson would remain in command 
until after the Battle of Ortona when he was promoted to brigadier.

Question #12 Answer: D, Comment: OPERATION HEATHER
The Edmonton Regiment was chosen for a classified secret mission. Without any explanation, prepa-
rations and training began at the start of Aug. 1941. The sniper and scout sections were temporarily 
disbanded and the mortar section was beefed up. A move by train to Scotland brought them to a secret 
embarkation point where they boarded the ship Empress of Canada. For the next week they practiced 
disembarkation drills interspersed with route marches ashore. On return to the embarkation point all but 
D-Company and a platoon from C-Company were put ashore. With an escort of destroyers, the Empress of 
Canada departed for ports unknown. While at sea the operation orders were passed on. They were head-
ed for the Norwegian island of Spitsbergen with a mission to destroy the coal mines and a large reserve of 
coal. A secondary task was to evacuate 2,000 Russian miners and 800 Norwegian citizens. Operation 
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Heather went as planned. Secrecy and deception plans were successful. The landing was unopposed. 
450,000 tons of coal went up in flames along with fuel stores, wharves, and loading tipples. No casualties 
were experienced.

Question #13, Answer: C, Comment: LCol. Stone commanded the 3rd Bn LER. He had returned from 
Germany to command this battalion. They were to deploy with the Canadian Army Pacific Force against 
the Japanese. The battalion was being formed and trained when the atomic bombs were dropped on Japan 
and the war came to an abrupt end.

Question #14, Answer: C, Comment: The red rose of Lancaster comes from the victory of the House of 
Lancaster over the House of York in the War of the Roses. The Loyal Regiment wore the red rose of Lan-
caster as a symbol of loyalty to the crown. The Eddies picked up this tradition on the alliance with the 
Loyal Regiment in 1943.

Question #15, Answer: D, Comment: At the time that Pte. Brown drew the 49th battalion cap badge, the 
9th and 51st battalions had been formed, deployed, and dispersed as reinforcements, or for training. As 
sister battalions of the 49th, the honours of these two battalions were incorporated into the 49th’s cap 
badge as maple leaves.

Question #16, Answer: A, Comment: The Duke of Lancaster’s Regiment (King’s, Lancashire, and Border) 
(LANCS) is an infantry regiment of the line within the British Army. The Regiment was formed through 
the merge of three single battalion regiments: The King’s Own Royal Border Regiment, The King’s Regi-
ment, and The Queen’s Lancashire Regiment. Previous to this the LER had an alliance with the Queen’s 
Lancashire Regiment.

Question #17, Answer: A, Comment: 39 in total.

Question #18, Answer: B, Comment: He lived out his life at the London Zoo.

Question #19, Answer: A, Comment: The predecessor of our former Allied Regiment, The Loyal Regi-
ment, was the 47th Regiment of Foot. The 47th Regiment of Foot formed the center of the line at the 
Battle of the Plains of Abraham at Quebec. In honour of their deeds during this battle they earned the 
name “Wolfs Own”.  Unfortunately, General Wolf died from wounds inflicted during this battle. The 47th 
Regiment of Foot took the colour of black into tradition as a symbol of mourning for the General for which 
they were nicknamed. The Edmonton Regiment adopted this tradition in 1943 when they formalized the 
affiliation with The Loyal Regiment. Along with having bestowed the title Loyal from King George V, the 
Regiment took on the tradition of having black as a Regimental or loyal colour.

Question #20, Answer: C, Comment: The original Stand of Colours was the colours for the 101st Ed-
monton Fusiliers. These are still proudly flying at the Holy Trinity Church in Old Strathcona.

Bonus Question, Answer: B, Comment: E-Coy LER was part of The Infantry Battalion of the 27th Cana-
dian Infantry Brigade stationed in Hanover, Germany. They remained there for a period of two years.
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Compiled by: LCol. (Ret-d.) Hans Brink

ADAMSON, Thomas (Scotty) Norman.

March 17, 1917- January 25, 2013.
Tom passed peacefully in Langley at the age of 95. 
Tom was predeceased by his loving wife, Mary in 
2006 and son, Bob in 1992. Survived by son, Tom 
(Gill) of Vancouver; daughter, Elizabeth (Justin) 
Price of Langley; grandchildren Greg (Kathrin), 
Ross, Justin (Tricia) Price, Paul (Sheri), Jennifer 
(TJ) Bumby, Neil, Jeffrey Price; great-grandchildren 
Caelan, Jayna, Jacob, Aliza, Kai, Timmy, Adam, Mil-
len, Blane, and Sarah; niece Brenda; nephews Bruce 
and Brian. Born in Scone, Scotland, Tom immi-
grated to Canada in 1923 with his family and grew 
up in the Grandview area of Vancouver. He attended 
Templeton and Britannia High Schools. In 1940 
he enlisted in the army. He married Mary in 1942. 
When Tom returned from overseas, after the war, 
they lived in the Renfrew Heights area of Vancou-
ver. They moved to Penticton in 1966. There they 
had a large home that holds fond memories for the 
family. In 2006 Tom returned to the lower main-
land to be closer to family. Tom enjoyed golf, bridge, 
gardening, and travel. No service by request. 

BEATON, Roy Nelson

Beloved husband of Diane McFadden, passed away 
peacefully on April 7th, 2008 at the age of 56 years 
after a short stay in Vernon Jubilee Hospital. In ad-
dition to his loving wife, Roy leaves to mourn his 
brother Terry (Claire) Beaton of Lethbridge; step-
son Ryan (Melanie) McFadden and their daughter 
Gwen of Vancouver; niece Tara (David) Beaton-Gro-
ver and their daughters Helen and Joan of San Fran-
cisco; nephews: Trevor (Annie) Beaton and their 
daughters, Alicia, Alexandra, Angela and Andrea of 
Calgary; Sean Beaton (fiancée Laurel Thirlwall) 

working as an oil well service engineer for Schlum-
berger where he was stationed in several overseas 
countries. Roy and Diane built their retirement 
cabin at Parker Cove and enjoyed many hours boat-
ing on Okanagan Lake. 

The family would like to thank the staff of second 
floor west of the Vernon Jubilee Hospital for the 
care and attention provided to Roy during his stay. 
Our gratitude is also extended to Dr. Chai and Dr. 
Dippenaar for their valiant efforts to support Roy 
and the kindness extended to his family. 

The funeral service will be held on Sunday, April 
13th, 2008 at 11:00 a.m. in the chapel of Pleasant 
Valley Funeral Home, 4303 Pleasant Valley Road, 
Vernon, B.C. with Mr. Brian Jackson officiating. Cre-
mation. A reception will follow in the Pleasant Val-
ley Tea Room. In lieu of flowers, donations in Roy’s 
memory may be made to the Salvation Army Home-
less Shelter or Food Bank at 3303-32nd Avenue, 
Vernon, B.C. V1T 2M7. 

BERRY, Myron Lowther

Myron passed away Tuesday, April 22nd, 2014, at 
the age of 91 in Cardston, Alberta. He is survived 
by his loving children: Bryce (Margaret) of Logan, 
Utah, Maxine (Nolan Berger) of Rexberg, Idaho, 
Myrna Remington of Cardston, Alberta, Thomas 
Berry of Aetna, Alberta, Lydia (Leonard Morton) 
of  Del Bonita, Alberta; son-in-law Timothy Elmer 
of Texas; his sister in-law Newana Berry; and dear 
friend  Jean Tillman. Dad was deeply loved and will 
be greatly missed by his 18 grandchildren and 33 
great-grandchildren. He was predeceased by his 
wife Roma Maxine Low Berry, daughter Nona Berry 
Elmer, son-in-law Michael Remington, grandson



84 * September 2014

Forty-Niner

Ross Berry, his parents Thomas and Jane Berry, his 
brothers Mark and Morgan Berry, his sisters Eliza-
beth Vair and Edythe Tiffenbach. 

Dad was born on July 11th, 1922 in Cardston, 
Alberta. He grew up on a farm 6 miles south of 
Cardston. He joined the 49th Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment of Canada and was shipped overseas to 
England, Africa, and then Italy where he was in-
jured. He met his eternal companion, Roma Max-
ine Low, after World War 2. They were married in 
Lethbridge on August 23, 1947 and were sealed 
in the Alberta LDS temple February 22nd, 1955. 
He taught his family the values of hard work, lov-
ing others, humor, tolerance, kindness, and the 
strength the gospel brings to our lives. Dad was 
an active member of The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints where he willingly accepted any 
call to serve. He loved and served in scouting for 
over 30 years. He served in many positions includ-
ing Sunday school, Elders Quorum, Bishoprics, High 
Council, Temple Worker, and being a faithful home 
teacher. 

His favourite calling was Bishop of Aetna Ward for 
five years. He and his faithful companion, Roma, 
served a full time mission to the Philippines, Baguio 
Mission in 1980. He loved fishing, scouting, camp-
ing, horses, and his wagons, which many of his 
neighbors, family, friends, and community enjoyed. 
Dad was a loving, caring, generous, and gentle man. 
He loved people and was kind and gracious to all. 
He will always be remembered with great love. 

The family would like to thank the staff at the 
Chinook Lodge and the many doctors and nurses 
for their compassion and loving care. Friends may 
meet the family at Legacy Funeral Home, Cardston 
on Friday, April 25th, 2014 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m. or at the Church from 10:00 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. 
prior to the service. 

The Funeral Service will be held at The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Temple Street 
Chapel on Saturday, April 26th, 2014 at 11:00 a.m. 
Interment in the Cardston Cemetery. Email your 
condolences to: legacyfh@telus.net Legacy Funeral 
Homes Ltd. P.O. Box 208
Cardston, Alberta T0K 0K0
Phone (403) 653-3222

BIRMINGHAM, Jack
“FEARS NO FOE”

It is with great sadness that our family announces, 
after a long and wonderful life, the passing of Jack 
Birmingham on New Year’s Day at the age of 93. 
Jack leaves to mourn his loss his sons John (Car-
men), Don (Arlene), Bob; daughter Sheila (Albert); 
and daughter-in-law Grace. He was blessed with 
and loved his 13 grandchildren and one great- 
granddaughter. Jack was predeceased by his moth-
er Clara, his father Michael, his lovely war bride 
Jean, his son Dave, brother’s Denis and Peter and 
his sister Maureen Morrison.

Born in England, Jack’s father emigrated the new 
family to Canada and farmed in the Clandonald-Ver-
milion area. The Call to Arms sent Jack back home 
in 1940. Our family is proud of Jack’s decorated 
service with the 49th Loyal Edmonton Regiment 
and again upon his return, he joined the City Fire 
Department on May 1, 1946. Living the dream, Dad 
retired as district chief in 1976 and went golfing 
with his army pals for the next 30 years. During 
winter, he taught and enjoyed cross country skiing 
at the Riverside Golf Course. As per his request, 
there will be no service. Cremation has taken place. 
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In lieu of any tributes, please donate to a charity of 
your choice. We would like to acknowledge the staff 
and doctors from Unit 42 at the Grey Nuns and Unit 
9Y Palliative Care at the General Hospice for their 
compassionate care with our Little Jack.

BOYD, Margaret (Peggie) Joan

On July 7, 2014 Mrs. Peggie Boyd 
of Edmonton passed away peace-
fully at the age of 91 years. Left to 
cherish her memory is her daugh-
ter Barbara (Dan); two sons: 
John and Robert (Jacquie); four 
grandchildren: Jordana (Dan), 
Jennifer (Tim), Lindsey (Amanda) 
and Jeremy, as well as numerous 

relatives and dear friends. She was predeceased 
by her husband Edgar, her sister Marion and her 
parents Charles and Johan Ross. A Celebration of 
Peggie’s Life will take place on Friday July 11, 2014 
at 1:00PM at Chalmers Castledowns United Church 
12315-132 Avenue with Reverend Jackson officiat-
ing. In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be 
made directly to the Heart & Stroke Foundation of 
Alberta 100-119 14 Street NW Calgary, Alberta T2N 
1Z6. The family would like to express their appre-
ciation to the caring staff at Rosedale Estates and 
Holyrood Extended Care. Condolences to: www.
trinityfh.com. Published in The Edmonton Journal 
on July 9, 2014.

Editors’ Note: Mrs. Boyd’s husband was a former 
commander of the LERs. Ted Howard provided a 
quick story that was relayed on to him about Col. 
Boyd and his wife while they were dating. She lived 
in Coronation and Col. Boyd would go to and from 
Coronation on the weekends by bus. 

One time the bus driver was staring at him and 
Boyd was trying to remember where he had seen 
the man before, but could not place him. The driver 
then told Mr. Boyd that he had been the ambulance 
driver that had taken him [Col. Boyd]out after he 
was wounded at Ortona.

EZAKI, Harold

Beloved husband of Susie (Ichiko), Harold passed 
away peacefully at St. Michael’s on April 22, 2014 at 
the age of 94 years. Harold is survived by his wife 
Susie; children: Sharon (Mike) Tamura; Ken (Char-
lotte) and Marlene; grandchildren Michael (Darla) 
Tamura, Sheri (Brad) Rolfe, Jennifer Tamura (An-
drew); great-grandchildren Chelsea, Julie, Jaxon, 
Sydney, Nathan, Addyson, and Grayson. He was pre-
deceased by his daughter Karen; his parents, and 
brother Toyohiro. A Memorial Service will be held 
at 1:00 p.m. on Monday, April 28, 2014 at MCK-
ILLOP UNITED CHURCH, 2329 15 Ave S, Lethbridge 
with Reverend Aldeen McKay officiating.

For those who wish, memorial tributes may be 
made in memory of Harold to the St. Michael’s Pal-
liative Care Unit, 1400 9 Avenue South, Lethbridge, 
AB T1J 4V5.

FELDBERG, Ivan Harvey
January 28 1920 – March 27 2014. 
It is with great sadness that we an-
nounce the sudden passing of Ivan 
Feldberg at the age of 94. Left to 
mourn his loss, but treasure pre-
cious memories, are his five sons, ten 

grandchildren, 19 great-grandchildren, one sister, 
and many other relatives and friends. Ivan was pre-
deceased by his loving wife, Margaret, one son, six 
brothers and one sister. Apart from being a caring 
family man, and a great conversationalist, a major
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part of Ivan’s life was when he proudly served this 
country in WWII as a member of the 49th Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment, fighting in Sicily and Italy. He 
met Margaret whilst training in England and they 
married in May 1943. After being wounded in bat-
tle a third time, Ivan returned to his wife and they 
moved to Canada for a short time before returning 
to live in England for 26 years, and raised their fam-
ily. They moved back to live in Evansburg, Alberta 
in 1976. Sadly, Margaret was taken by cancer in 
February, 1999 after almost 56 years of marriage. 
Ivan moved to live in Spruce Grove in 2011 to be 
closer to his family, and he will be sadly missed by 
many. 

Memorial Service was held in the Evansburg Le-
gion, as Ivan requested. Donations, if desired, can 
be made in his name to those who did their very 
best to help him and whom we thank wholeheart-
edly; Spruce Grove Fire Services, 410 King Street, 
Spruce Grove, Alberta. 

GAULTER, David William
  
On September 16, 2012, David Gaulter of Thorsby, 
Alberta passed away at the age of 90 years. David 
is survived by his loving family: one son and two 
daughters, Suzanne (Don) Matras of Edmonton, 
Herb (Susan) Gaulter, Gillian (Wilf) Miller, both of 
Thorsby; ten grandchildren; 14 great-grandchil-
dren; and sister and brother-in-law Grace and John 
Beloglowka of Edmonton. He was predeceased by 
his wife Joyce; his parents William and Margaret; 
and brothers Freddie and Charles. Friends and 
relatives wishing to pay their respects may do so 
on Thursday, September 20, 2012 from 7:00 p.m. 
to 9:00 p.m. at Hainstock and Son Funeral Chapel, 
4802-47 Avenue, Leduc. Funeral Service will held 
on Friday September 21, 2012 at 1:00 p.m. at St. 
David’s United Church,4614-48 Street, Leduc, with 
Reverend  Blaine Gregg officiating. Interment was 
at the Leduc Cemetery. Donations in memory of 
David may be made to the charity of your choice.  

HACKETT, Capt. Robert L., M.M.M. C.D., MNGS

The colour pic 
was taken at 
Namao L to R, 
myself (Hans), 
Bob Hackett 
and Gary Cher-
wonick. We 
were heading to 
Germany with 3 
Mech CDO-Bob 
to 4 Svc Bn.

April 26, 1953 - April 24, 2013 
It is with profound sadness that we announce the 
sudden passing of Robert Hackett of Edmonton, 
AB, at age 59. Robert is survived by his loving wife 
Laurie; children Colin (Kimberley) Hackett and Erin 
(Michael) Meloche; grandchildren Abigail, Alexan-
der, Kelland, Calliah, and Cambrey; brother David 
(Catherine) Hackett and brother-in-law William 
(Penny) Davis. He was predeceased by his parents 
Edward and Gene. 

Robert proudly served in the Canadian Forces for 
over 43 years and was two days from retirement 
when he passed. During his service Robert was 
involved in a number of important missions includ-
ing the Manitoba Floods, the Quebec Ice Storms, G8 
Security Force, the Winter Olympics Security Force, 
and 818 days over three tours in Kandahar. He was 
invested in to the Order of Military Merit by Gov-
ernor General Adriane Clarkson in January 2003. 
Robert was also the last serving member to have 
worn the Army Service Corp hat badge. 

A memorial service will be held for Robert on 
Thursday, May 2 at 1300 in the Lecture Training 
Facility located at Garrison Edmonton, 407 B Korea 
Blvd; reception to follow at officers’ mess. Should 
friends desire, memorial contributions may be 
made to The Last Post Fund (lastpostfund.ca). (last-
postfund.ca). - See more at: http://www.
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 See more at: http://www. legacy.com/
obituaries/edmontonjournal/obituary.
aspx?pid=164546965#sthash.eqYHcCPR.dpuf

HALEY, John Forrest, MD FRCP (C)

11 Sept. 1922 - 27 Feb. 2014.
John peacefully left this world and his devoted wife, 
Jean of 58 years. He also leaves his beloved chil-
dren; daughter, Nancy and son, John; his cherished 
son-in-law, Randy Ollech and his two wonderfully 
talented grandsons, David and Keaton Ollech; his 
two brothers, Frank and Dick and their families 
survive him as well as his brother-in-law, Doug 
Chapman and wife, Sherry and their families; spe-
cial niece, Dawna Bailey and her husband, Bob and 
their children, Jennifer, Robert and Michael. Our 
thanks to faithful friends, Norman Preston, Dr. Paul 
Gelpke, Dr. Frances Richards and the recently late 
Dr. Jerry Richards, Dr. Frank Roseborough, and Bar-
bara Scott, who visited Jack for many years as he 
was declining. The family thanks Della Coyle, Jack’s 
companion of seven years for all her kindness, care, 
and walks she took him on making his life worth-
while. We also appreciate all the staff at Broadmead 
Lodge who became part of his family. Our family 
physician, Dr. Linda Ottley was faithful and made 
many visits to Jack. 

Jack was born in a log cabin on the side of Mt. 
Cathedral, BC and spent his first six years in Field. 
Raised in Medicine Hat, Alberta, he ran off to war at 
17, declaring he was 19, joined the Seaforth High-
landers and was overseas for five years on active 
service. At various times he was seconded to The 
Loyal Edmonton Regiment and the PPCLI as a sig-
naller. He experienced two assault landings in Sicily 
and Italy in 1943, fighting up the boot of Italy to 
northwest Europe, ending the war in Holland. Post-
war he finished high school and studied medicine 
at U of T. He rejoined the Canadian Army as a Medi-
cal Officer and was the first Canadian Medical Doc-
tor to serve with the Emergency UN Peace Keeping

Force in Egypt during the Suez Crisis in 1956. On 
return he studied Radiology at Queen’s University 
in Kingston subsequently serving four years with 
NATO Forces in Germany. Upon retirement from the 
Canadian Forces he entered civilian life to work on 
staff in the Radiology Department of RJH, Victoria 
for eleven years. 

He and Jean worked to establish a hospital in 
Al Baha, Saudi Arabia in 1981-2. He opened his 
own office Richmond Radiology in 1982 and re-
mained actively practicing until he was 75 years 
old throughout the province. A life very well lived 
by a kind, caring, and calm man with a wry sense 
of humour. He was loved and admired by many. He 
was a true peacekeeper. Cremation has taken place. 
No service by request.

HODGSON, Frederick

July 6, 1920 - February 2, 2013. Fred Hodgson of 
Blue Ridge, Alberta, passed away peacefully in the 
Whitecourt Hospital at the age of 92 1/2 years. He 
will be sadly missed by his wife of 66 years, Annie; 
his three sons, Richard (Shirley), Glenn (Diane) of 
Sherwood Park, and Allen (Penney) of Whitecourt. 
He also leaves to mourn seven grandchildren, 
Debra (Harvey) Streu, Sandra Hodgson, Michael 
(Angela) Hodgson, Tania (Nathan) Kowalski, Jaca-
lyn Hodgson, Laurie (Ross) Lakeman, and Jamel 
Gilchrist; as well as 12 great-grandchildren, Cassan-
dra, Kaylin, Justin, Claire, Christina, Patricia (Na-
thaniel), Eric, Katie, Elizabeth, Kennedy, Mackenzie, 
and Fenix. Fred was the youngest of a family of 
eight. He was predeceased by his parents, Richard 
and Mary Hodgson; sisters, Nellie, May and Norah; 
brothers, Richard, Albert, Jim, and Edwin.

Fred arrived in Blue Ridge in 1936 on a freight train at 
the age of 16. After working odd jobs and learning car-
pentry, he joined the army and served as a signal man 
on the front lines with The Loyal Edmonton Regiment 
in WWII. He was one of five brothers serving overseas.
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Richard and Albert were killed in action. Fred was 
wounded twice.

Fred provided for his family as a carpenter, bus 
driver, and part-time farmer. He helped build many 
structures for the surrounding communities and 
lived with Annie in the family house he built in the 
fifties, up until a short time before his death.
Fred’s family wishes to give a heartfelt thanks to Dr. 
Bablitz and the entire staff at the Whitecourt Hos-
pital for the excellent and dignified care they pro-
vided. At Fred’s request, there will be no funeral. 
Donations in his honor may be given to the White-
court Hospital or to the Blue Ridge Cemetery.

JOHNSON, Morag Gault (nee Rattray)

1938-2013, with heavy hearts 
we announce the passing of 
Morag Johnson on October 30, 
2013 at the University of Alber-
ta Hospital. Morag 
was born in Stirling, Scotland; 
she travelled to Canada as a 
young woman to work, and 
started a family. She led a full life 

and among other
accomplishments, she was a glider pilot, skier, 
scuba diver, Ham radio operator, and an experi-
enced sailor. Her passion for life and laughter will 
be deeply missed and will be fondly remembered 
by her husband Lee, (a former LER member); sons 
Brad (Tomomi), Mark (Sylvia), (also a former LER 
member), and Neil (Carolyn); and by her grand-
children Maryn, Norah, Rowan, Thomas, Isabel, 
and Oliver. Remembering Morag are her family in 
Scotland, including her sister Anne and brother Bill. 
A celebration of Morag’s life was held on November 
9th at the Five Mile Hall. In lieu of flowers, please 
send donations to Parkinson’s Alberta. 
(www.parkinsonalberta.ca/donations)

KNIGHT, Philip J, Pte.

Served with the Loyal Edmonton Regiment in 
WW2.  He died 10 May, 2013.  No other details are 
available.

MUNRO, Herbert, CD

Tuesday, 10 Jan, 2012. Gulf Islands Driftwood Salt 
Spring Island, B.C. July 8, 1921 - January 10, 2012.  
Herb passed away peacefully. He was predeceased 
by his loving wife Anne. Herb is survived by his 
son Ian (Margaret) of Salt Spring Island, his daugh-
ter Ellen and his granddaughters Chris and Pam 
of Regina, his sisters Georgette of Edmonton and 
Betty of Vancouver. Herb had a rich and varied life. 
He was an Alberta cowboy, a soldier (The Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment), a policeman (Edmonton City 
Police), a warrant officer (RCAF), a Canada customs 
officer, and a member of the Salt Spring Island Golf 
and Country Club. Heartfelt thanks are extended to 
Dr. David Beaver and the cheerfully competent staff 
of Lady Minto Hospital. There was no service.

NAHKURI, Peter

October 7, 2013. It is with profound sadness that 
the family of Peter Nahkuri announces his passing 
on October 7, 2013 after a long and courageous bat-
tle with cancer. He is survived by his wife Darlene; 
children Steven (Jo-Ann) Nahkuri, Mike (Charlotte) 
Wells, Nichole Wells, Gary (Rose) Souch, Kathy 
(Les) Suitor, Tammy (Dave) Hubbel; sister Rita 
Vagovics; brothers-in-law Mervin (Flora) Friedrick 
and Leroy Friedrick; sisters-in-law Lynn (Ron) 
Coley and Sharon Friedrick; as well as 17 grand-
children, seven great-grandchildren, and numerous 
nieces and nephews. He was predeceased by his 
parents, one brother, and two brothers-in-law. As 
per Peter’s request there will not be a public ser-
vice and the family is requesting, in lieu of flowers, 
to please make donations in Peter’s name to the 
Cross Cancer Institute. 
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Note: Member Loyal Edmonton Regiment 1958-
1962 - Rank Cpl.

SLOAN, Melvin “Mel” Thomas

December 21, 1917 – Major, 
SK
February 2, 2014 – Calgary, 
AB
Melvin “Mel” Thomas Sloan 
of Calgary, AB, passed away 
peacefully on Sunday, Febru-
ary 2, 2014 at the age of 96 
years. Mel was born in Ma-
jor, Saskatchewan to Robert 
and Emily Sloan. He married 

Jean Davey from Craigmyle, AB, and together lived 
in Hanna, AB for over 25 years, moving to Calgary 
in 1967. Mel proudly served his country in World 
War Two as a member of the 49th Loyal  Edmonton 
Regiment, and bravely fought in the battle of Or-
tona, Italy. Mel was wounded in action and upon his 
return was a dedicated employee of the CNR for 38 
years. He worked in Hanna and Calgary, retiring in 
1982. Mel spent his retirement years enjoying his 
passions: curling, cribbage games, billiards, garden-
ing, and watching rodeo events.

A very healthy person to the end, Mel had a strong 
heart with an incredible will to live. Mel was a 
dedicated family man, who demonstrated his love 
by providing for his family. Mel is survived by his 
children; Donna (Mervyn) Anderson, Lloyd Sloan 
and Lois (Richard) Stoppler; three granddaughters, 
Sherry, Connie, Lauren; one grandson Scott; six 
great- grandsons, Court, Colin, Caiden, Sloan, Kohl, 
Ethan; and one great-granddaughter Avery, all of 
whom he loved dearly and gave him immense joy. 
He was predeceased by his wife Dorothy Jean Sloan. 
He was very well liked by everyone he met. He was 
full of generosity, kindness, and had a wonderful, 
mischievous sense of humour. No one could ask for 
more and we are so grateful to have shared

this time with him. We will miss him dearly, but 
know that he will be watching over all of us and his 
memory will live on forever. A Celebration of Life 
will be held at McINNIS & HOLLOWAY’S Fish Creek 
Chapel (14441 Bannister Road S.E.) on Friday, 
June 20, 2014 at 11:00 a.m. Forward condolences 
through www.mcinnisandholloway.com. If friends 
so desire, memorial tributes may be made directly 
to the Canadian Red Cross Society, Southern Al-
berta Region, 2nd Floor, 1305 - 11 Avenue S.W., 
Calgary, AB T3C 3P6 (Phone 403-541-6100, www.
redcross.ca) or to the Alberta Children’s Hospital 
Foundation, 2888 Shaganappi Trail N.W., Calgary, 
AB T3B 6A8 (Telephone 403-955-8818). Many 
thanks to McKenzie Towne Senior Residence for 
eight years of care and also to Chinook Intercare 
West. In living memory of Mel Sloan, a tree will be 
planted at Fish Creek Provincial Park. 
Hanna Herald 2014-06-18

SMITH, William Charles (Bill)

Born in Alliance, Alberta, October 20, 1922. Bill 
passed away peacefully June 20, 2013. Predeceased 
by Jean, his loving wife of 59 years. Survived by 
children Ellen, Brian (Lin), Bella, Aubrey (Sharron), 
Raleigh (Jodi), Susan (Gary), Heather (Emil), and 
Kimberly. Grandchildren Steve, Ron, Lindsay (Lou-
is), Kirby, Jesse (Hilary), Bradley, Tamara, Brian, 
Amanda, David, Charlie, and Billy. Great-grandchil-
dren Emily, Grace, and Ellie. Many nieces and neph-
ews. Bill was a veteran of WWII having served in 
Italy, France, and Holland with The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment. He was an original West Bencher who 
enjoyed hunting, fishing, country music and vaca-
tions in Hawaii with Mom.

Family and friends are invited to celebrate Bill’s life 
on August 4, 2013 at 3:00 p.m. at the family home 
on the West Bench. The family would like to thank 
the staff and volunteers at Village by the Station, 
especially the Cottage 3B staff for their friendship 
and kind, compassionate care for Dad.
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In lieu of flowers, donations to the BC Children’s 
Hospital or the Good Samaritan Society - Village by 
the Station would be appreciated. “Carry on Sir”.

SOMMERS, Kenneth

(1922 - 2014) It is with sadness that we announce 
the passing of Ken Sommers of Port Alberni. Ken 
was born in Kingston, Ontario to Elizabeth and 
Robert Shipperbottom on Christmas Day 1922. 
When the Second World War broke out Ken lied 
about his age (he was 16) and joined the Vancou-
ver Regiment of the Seaforth Highlanders. He was 
caught and sent to England to join the diaper squad, 
a training camp for under-aged personnel. He was 
sent into active duty during the invasion of Sicily, 
where he was injured and was eventually released 
from the army in 1944. In 1947, he married Doris 
Overton and they had four daughters and one son. 

In 1966, Ken moved his family from Comox to Port 
Alberni. Throughout Ken’s working life he held 
jobs with Baxter Pole, M&M Pole, and Macmillan & 
Bloedel. Ken enjoyed being a Cub Scout leader for 
several years. However, his passion was for cycling, 
which he took up when he was in his forties. He 
competed in various races such as the snow to surf 
race as well as participating annually in the 40 mile 
races in the senior’s games from 1990-1993. Ken 
enjoyed riding until he was in his eighties. He was 
predeceased by his wife Doris of over 60 years in 
2010. Ken will be missed and leaves behind five 
children; Julie Telford (Jim); Stephen Sommers 
(Helen); Sylvia Sommers (Michael); Cindy Sommers 
(Jamie) and Alicia Williamson (Dean). Ten grand-
children, ten great-grandchildren, and one great-
great-grandchild. The family would like to thank 
the staff of Eagle Park for their kind attentive care 
of Ken for the many years he was there. There will 
be a memorial service on Sunday, March 23, 2014 
at 1:00 p.m. at the Cedar Grove Reformed Church, 
4109 Kendall Ave. Port Alberni, BC. 

The family asks that in lieu of flowers a donation 
can be made to a charity of your choice.

Note: Attached to the Loyal Edmonton Regiment on 
18 Mar, 1942

TETRAULT, Noel William

December 24, 1925 to March 23, 2014. Noel passed 
away quietly at NRGH. The family expresses thanks 
for the care and kindness Noel received. Born in 
Calgary on December 24, 1925. At 15, he served 
with the 2nd Battalion Edmonton Fusiliers before 
enlisting in the Navy in 1943 as a stoker. After 
training, Noel was posted to St. John’s, NL and 
HMCS Middlesex. 

Demobilized in December, 1945 he returned to Cal-
gary. He enlisted in the RCAF in 1950, serving with 
412 Transport Squadron, and then with Transport 
Command HQ. In 1960, Noel was with the RCAF in 
the Congo under UN Command. In 1962, he went 
to First Air Division HQ in Metz, France, and was 
posted back to NDHQ between 1965 and 1969. He 
went to CFB Esquimalt in 1969 and to Nanaimo 
Military Camp until 1975, when he retired from 
the forces. He worked eight years for Canada Post 
before retiring, finally, in 1983. Noel has been a 
Legion member for 40 years in Nanaimo. 

Noel is survived by his brother Leo, his son Richard 
Tetrault, and his step-son Michael Dowd. He will 
be remembered at St. Paul’s Anglican Church, 29 
Church St, on March 26 at the 11:00 a.m. service. 
An informal reception will follow at the Fireside 
Restaurant, in Kiwanis House, Kiwanis Crescent.
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WRATE, Frederick Jack

Nov 1, 1920 - Nov 17, 2012. After 92 years, Jack 
moved to his next adventure, fully aware of the 
love, hugs and goodbyes expressed by many loved 
ones. Many thanks to Dr. Howard and staff at St 
Joseph’s and Case Loma. Jack leaves behind Enid, 
his wife of 64 years; four children and spouses; 
seven grandchildren and their spouses; twelve 
great-grandchildren, and many relatives in Canada 
and England. Born in Gwelo, Southern Rhodesia, 
Jack moved to England in 1930. He was a “home 
boy”, who, at sixteen, was sent to work on farms in 
Ontario, moving west with the drifters and hobos, 
dreaming of a cowboy life. 

From 1938-45 Jack served The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment in WW2 in Sicily, Italy, France, Belgium, 
Germany, and Holland. He was our family’s war 
hero. He worked for the Alberta Department of 
Highways starting as a surveyor and retiring in 
1975 as highway inspector. He loved his job and 
built Alberta highways that are his legacy. Jack and 
Enid lived in many small Alberta towns before set-
tling in Lethbridge. They also lived in Quebec and 
Penticton where they remained for 27 years before 
moving to Comox, making friends all along the way. 
An extraordinary citizen, husband, father, grand-
father and great-grandfather, and supporter of the 
Baha’i Faith, Jack was a precious human being who 
will be dearly missed by all. 

But Not Forgotten

By: Dorothy Parker (1893-1967)

I think, no matter where you stray,

That I shall go with you a way.

Though you may wander sweeter lands,

You will not soon forget my hands,

Nor yet the way I held my head,

Nor all the tremulous things I said.

You still will see me, small and white

And smiling, in the secret night,

And feel my arms about you when

The day comes fluttering back again.

I think, no matter where you be,

You’ll hold me in your memory

And keep my image, there without me,

By telling later loves about me.




