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Once again I would like 
to welcome everyone 
to another issue of the 
Fortyniner.  As president 
of our association, I would 
like to extend my thanks 
to all the contributors 
to this edition of our 
magazine and all the 
volunteers that ensure 
that our organization is 

able to flourish the way it has.  I would also like 
to single out all those who worked on the Valour 
Place project.  The Walk for Valour Place was a 
resounding success, with many hundreds more 
people turning out than were expected.  Ground 
was broken the week before the walk, so having 
this facility open and serving its purpose is only 
a matter of time.  Fundraising efforts are ongoing 
so if you would like to take the opportunity to 
contribute, the website has all the details at 
www.valourplace.ca.  As of this writing, we are 
tantalizingly close to securing the naming rights 
of the front foyer.  In order to help this along, 
make sure you make any donations in the name 
of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment.  Not only will 
Valour Place be a home away from home for the 
wounded and their families, but in my mind serves 
as an open challenge to all other communities 
across Canada to do as well as the citizens in the 
Edmonton area have in supporting the military.

Congratulations should also go to the burial party 
that went to France this spring to lay to rest the 
recently identified remains of Pte Thomas Lawless, 
who fell in a trench raid after the battle of Vimy 
Ridge.  Not only did they perform flawlessly at 
the ceremony, but they were the subject of a new 
video demonstrating the proper manner for folding 
the flag that will be the standard for the Canadian 
Forces. 

I would also like to extend my thanks and best 
wishes to our outgoing Commanding Officer, 
Lieutenant Colonel Mike Prendergast, on his work 
with our association, the sale of Camp Harris, and 
his work with Valour Place.  I’m sure there will be 
lots of outlets for his talents at his next station in 
Kabul.  For those of you not in the know, Lieutenant 
Colonel Chris Chodan is our new commanding 
officer.  

Canada’s contribution to the mission in Afghanistan 
is about to transition from combat to training.  
This change still offers many chances for overseas 
service, as the Land Forces Western Area 
Commander stressed to us on a recent visit to the 
Jefferson Armoury, meaning we will have a constant 
flow of people right across the rank structure 
undergoing one phase or another of deployment.  
In past editions of the Fortyniner, I have harped 
about ensuring the future of our regiment, still a 
worthwhile endeavour, but our involvement with 
Valour Place and the fact that we are still sending 
people into harm’s way brings veterans’ issues 
into sharper focus.  As a serving member, I can not 
comment on the effectiveness of another federal 
government department.  What I will say is that it 
is a bureaucracy, with all that entails, so I would 
advise everyone to hold onto any and all paperwork 
from your service, no matter how inconsequential 
in case you feel the need to apply for a claim.  I 
would also encourage you all to pay attention to the 
ongoing changes in that department, particularly 
with the appointment of a new minister in the 
aftermath of our recent federal election.    

In closing, I would encourage you to include any 
changes to your contact information, particularly 
your email address, so you can be included in 
our mailing list when we send out notice of 
any upcoming events. Furthermore, I hope you 
continue to keep our soldiers serving overseas in 
our thoughts and prayers.  Brendan Yuill

The Association Presidents’ Message
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By Hans Brink (L Col 
Ret’d CD)

Welcome to the 110th 
Edition of the 49er.  I 
must say that looking 
back on previous 
editions and the 
fine work done by 
previous editors I 

feel very privileged to bring to our readers this, my 
second edition.

I have taken the approach that the 49er is for 
both the retired and former Eddie as well as those 
currently serving.  I also feel that this magazine has 
to tell the story of our Regiment, the details of the 
regimental history from Yellowknife, to Anzac Day 
in the Arctic, and the trip to Vimy and La Chaudière 
Cemetery in France by members of the Regiment.

I did spend a little more effort on the museum and 
its role in preserving the Regiments history.  As I 
have toured or worked in other museums I find 
that the Loyal Edmonton Regiment Museum is first 
class with great collections management, storage 
and displays.  The support from the volunteers 
cannot be measured or enough appreciation given 
for their efforts.  I hope to see more members of the 
Regiment and association return to the museum to 
see what new displays are up.

A tribute to Captain Keith Mundorf as he leaves the 
unit (retires) and begins working with the Cadets.  
We also said goodbye to Norman Lanctot.  Sadly we 
also bid farewell to Bill Teleske, a fixture of sorts 
at the museum.  The Regiment did an outstanding 
job in paying its last respects to this soldier.  Rest In 
Peace Bill.

On a brighter note the unit now has a new 
Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel Chris 
Chodan.  Lieutenant Colonel Prendergast is in 

Editorial Afghanistan at the time of writing and I am not 
sure what is in his future.  We wish you all the best 
Mike.  Paul Bury is now a Brigadier General and 
Deputy Commander of Land Forces Western Area, 
a phenomenal achievement for one of our former 
Commanding Officers.

The Valour Place Project, initiated by the Honorary 
Colonel Dennis Erker, has united the Regiment 
like nothing I have seen before and I am looking 
forward to attending the ribbon cutting ceremony 
next year.  It has also brought many of Edmonton’s 
citizens together to make this a reality.  As I type 
this note Dennis Erker is on day three of the 
Nijmegen March in Holland.

I must say that I truly appreciate the stories 
and pictures I received from the Regiment and 
Association members.  I look forward to receiving 
more articles and pictures for the next one.  Send 
them to the Museum at lermus1@telus.net or my 
home e-mail brinkh@shaw.ca. 

Enjoy this edition of the 49er.

A display of machine guns and mortars at the Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment Museum at the Prince of Wales Armoury Heritage 
Centre.  Photo by Hans Brink
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Lieutenant Colonel Chris Chodan CD.
Commanding Officer

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment (4 PPCLI)

Let not common sense become so rare that it is mistaken for genius
Sir Winston Churchill

Lieutenant Colonel Chris Chodan, took over 
Command of the Eddies from Lieutenant Colonel 
Mike Prendergast during a Change of Command 
Ceremony held Wednesday evening of 28 April 
2011.
Lieutenant Colonel Chodan joined The Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment as a private in 1982.  He rose 
to the rank of sergeant in the Regiment’s Airborne 
Platoon before being comissioned in 1987.  He 
served as a military Public Affairs Officer for 1 
Canadian Mechanized Brigade Group from 1996 
to 1998.  He has had the opportunity to travel 
extensively with the military serving in Quebec 
during the 1998 ice storm, Germany, Norway, Italy, 
the U.S., Bosnia, Kosovo and Afghanistan.  From 
2003 to 2007, he was the Commanding Officer of 6 
Intelligence Company, and received the Intelligence 
Branch`s Coin for his service.  He was the only non-
serving Intelligence Branch Officer to ever receive 
the award.

He holds a bachelor’s degree in political science 
from the University of Alberta, a master’s degree 
in war studies from Royal Military College and is 
completing the Joint Command Staff Program now 
at the Canadian Forces Staff College in Toronto. 
He replaces Lieutenant Colonel Michael 
Prendergast who commanded the Regiment since 
April 2008.

In his civilian job, Lieutenant Colonel Chodan 
is a communications officer for Edmonton 
International Airport. 
 
BY EDMONTON JOURNAL APRIL 28, 2011

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Change of Command
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Colonel Paul Bury, from the Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment has been  promoted to Brigadier General 
and appointed as the Deputy Commander of Land 
Forces Western Area.  The highest-ranked member 
of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment since 1960.  He 
was named Deputy Commander of Land Force 
Western Area/Joint Task Force West on 1 April 
2011.  Land Force Western Area commands all of 
the Army units from the west coast through to the 
lakehead of Lake Superior and to the borders of the 
NWT and Nanuvet.

In a ceremony at CFB Edmonton Brigadier-General 
Paul Bury took over from Brigadier-General Kelly 
Woiden after being promoted to his current rank by 
Lieutenant-General Peter Devlin, Chief of the Land 
Staff, who was in Edmonton visiting troops.

“The Canadian Forces are working hard to meet the 
demands placed upon them by the Government of 
Canada with Land Force Western Area committing 
a significant number of soldiers to these tasks,” 
Bury said in a statement.

“I am eagerly looking forward to working through 
these opportunities with the command teams of the 

formations within Land Force Western Area and 
with many of our community partners.” Bury joined 
The Loyal Edmonton Regiment in 1988 as a private.  
He was commissioned shortly afterward and went 
through the Reserve Entry Scheme Officers  (RESO) 
Training Programme, which saw reservists training 
alongside of their regular force counter-parts.  
General Bury was very proud to be the Para Platoon 
Commander when the Loyal Edmonton Regiment 
had the Operational Tasking to provide a para 
platoon.  

During the fall of 1999, Brigadier-General Bury 
was deployed to the Headquarters Multi-National 
Division (South West) in Banja Luka, Bosnia 
Herzegovina, where he held the position of G3 
Plans and Training.  In 2002 he was on a two year 
Class C contract as Officer Commanding Delta 
Company in 1 PPCLI, the Combined Reserves 
Infantry Company or CRIC for ROTO 11 in Bosnia.  
During the two years with 1 PPCLI he attended the 
Regular Force Combat Team Commanders Course 
and participated in the G8 security forces in the 
Kananaskis, Operation Grizzly.  While in Bosnia as 
OC Delta Company, Bury organized and conducted a 
live fire exercise for the Bosnian Forces.  Brigadier-
General Bury assumed command of The Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment in June of 2003. During August 
of that year, Brigadier-General Bury was tasked 
as Commanding Officer of Task Force IV for Op 
Peregrine, responsible for the military assistance 
to British Columbia provincial fire authorities in 
the area of Okanagan Falls, British Columbia.   In 
February 2008, Brigadier-General Bury deployed 
to Afghanistan where he worked within the 
Directorate of Afghan National Army Training and 
Equipment Support in ISAF HQ, Kabul.  On June 5, 
2010, Brigadier-General Bury assumed command 
of 41 Canadian Brigade Group.  

His formal education includes a Masters Degree 

THE FIRST EDDIE BRIGADIER SINCE 1960

Brigadier General Paul J. Bury CD.  
Deputy Commander Land Force Western Area
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in criminal justice from Boston University. He is 
also a graduate of the Joint Reserve Command and 
Staff Program and the Advanced Military Studies 
Program, both taught through the Canadian Forces 
College in Toronto Ontario. During his career, he 
has been awarded the General Campaign Star-
Afghanistan, the Canadian Forces Decoration, the 
NATO Medal with the Former Yugoslavia bar, the 
Canadian Peacekeeping Service Medal and the 
Alberta Centennial Medal.

 

JANUARY 2010 TO 31 DECEMBER 2010

SUMMARY

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment has had an intensive 
training year.  The unit had a total strength of 164 
all ranks, including 22 soldiers returned from 
Afghanistan and have conducted some exciting and 
rewarding training throughout the year.  

He is the first member of the Loyal Edmonton to 
be promoted to Bridadier General since B Gen 
Bradbury Commanded the Alberta Militia Group in 
1960. 

When on Class A reserve service, Brigadier-General 
Bury is employed as a Deputy Director with the 
Solicitor General and Public Security Department of 
the Government of Alberta.

General Bury is married to Lynn and they have two 
sons Daniel and Mathew. 

Unfortunately the unit sustained its third fatal 
casualty in Afghanistan when Corporal Josh Baker 
was killed during a live fire training Exercise in 
Kandahar on 12 Feb.  Another tragedy was the 
death of Private Mathew Radawetz in a traffic 
incident near New Sarepta on 6 March 2010. 

UNIT TRAINING ACTIVITIES

The Officers and Senior NCOs attended the Lt 
Governor’s Levee at Government House.  Unit 

Brigadier General  Bury’s wife, Lynn, works on getting the new Maple Leaf onto his uniform in a ceremony held at LFWA Headquar-
ters in June 2010.  His sons  Daniel (l) and Mathew look on.  DND Photo

THE UNIT A YEAR IN REVIEW
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Officer’s , Sgts & WOs gathered at their respective 
Messes to host each other.    

Regular unit parading and training resumed in 
January and the Officers and NCO’s concluded the 
month with a number of members representing the 
Unit at the annual Robbie Burns dinner hosted by 
the Edmonton Burns Club on January 22nd.  The 
Commanding Officer was at the head table. 

The unit participated in a number of training 
exercises in the province and the NWT.

16-17 Jan 10 EX PROUD GRIZZLY Bde Sr NCO PD Ex

29-31 Jan 10 EX COYOTE STALK Patrol Ex

5-7 Feb 10 EX VIRTUAL GRIZZLY Bde Command 
Post EX

26-28 Feb 10 EX COYOTE DESTROYER Fighting 
Patrol

12-14 Mar 10 EX VIRTUAL GRIZZLY II

19-21 Mar 10 EX COYOTE KILL 2 C7/C9 Personal 
Weapons Test/Pairs at Passchendale Range

26-28 Mar 10 EX COYOTE DEFENDER Sect/Platoon 
Defensive Field Firing

16-18 Apr 10 Brigade Training Event Preparation 
field training exercise. 

The Regiments continued into February with the 
scheduled maintenance cycle, this was to ensure 
that the Unit’s weapons, vehicles and general stores 
were kept serviceable.    

Other spring training included:

1-9 May 10 EX SOVEREIGN GRIZZLY Brigade 
Training Event – Yellowknife.  LER Battle 
Group Exercise with support from 41 CBG and 
augmentation from other 38/39/41 CBG units.

15-16 May 10 EX GRIZZLY BEAST Brigade Staff 
Exercise

12-13 June 10 EX  COYOTE LEADER Personal 
Weapons Test and Battle Fitness Test for the  Senior 
Leadership.

26 June 10 EX FULL BRIEF

9-18 July 10 Calgary Stampede Backfill for Calgary 
Highlanders

23 July- 1 Aug 10 Capital Ex

2-3 Aug 10 Ex Autumn Grizzly 2 C7 C9 Personal 
Weapons Test makeup shoot at CFB Edmonton

Dragon Boat Team (Association)  

The 2010 season for the Loyal Eddies Dragon Boat 
Team was a good one with the team boat being 
stored at the Leduc Dragon Boat Association.  The 
Dragon Boat team participates in the Edmonton 
Dragon Boat Festival every year.

Black Hackle Society

The 49th Bn Pipes and Drums continued to play at 
unit functions and improve their musical skills.

September to December Training

After the summer break the unit started the season 
on 2 September with a CO’s parade and then 
resumed the usual Individual Battle Task Standards 
training and preparations for the annual Personal 
Weapons Test (Range Weekend).

1 Sep 10 First Parade Night/CO Parade

11 Sep 10 Arrival Assistance Group

12 Sep 10 Comd Conf

17-19 Sep 10 EX AUTUMN GRIZZLY C7 C9 Personal 
Weapons Test with night supplement

1-3 Oct 10 EX AUTUMN GRIZZLY 2 C7 C9 Personal 
Weapons Test makeup
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UNIT TRAINING ACTIVITIES Continued 

15-17 Oct 10 EX COYOTE GLADIATOR Jungle lane 
range by day and night

28 Sep / 12 Dec 10 Basic Winter Warfare Course

20 Oct 10 Bde Staff Assistance Visit Day Staff/Back 
Brief to CO

30 Oct 10 Coy trg IBTS

6-7 Nov 10 EX PROUD GRIZZLY Bde SNCO Trg

11 Nov 10 Remembrance Day Parade was held at 
City Hall 

13-14 Nov 10 Infantry Platoon Support Weapons 
Qualification Course 

19-21 Nov 10 Section Battle Drills 

26-28 Nov 10 Infantry Platoon Support Weapons 
Qualification (IPSWQ) Course weapons shoot in 
Wainwright

27-28 Nov 10 Brigade First Aid Training

3 Dec 10 Officer’s Mess Dinner

11 Dec 10 Men’s Christmas Dinner and stand down

DEPLOYMENTS

Twenty-two members returned from Afghanistan 
Meanwhile MWO Tim Turner deployed for Sierra. 
Leone.  Four soldiers returned from deployment 
on Op Podium to providing security for the 2010 
Winter Olympic Games in Vancouver.

CEREMONIAL AND SOCIAL EVENTS

The unit participated in the following Ceremonial 
and Social Events within the City of Edmonton:

1 January 2010 the Lieutenant Governors New 
Years Levee

11 January 2010 Cpl. Zachery McCormack’s Funeral

22 January 2010 Burns Dinner

19 February 2010 Cpl. Joshua Baker’s Funeral 
(Toronto)

March 2010 Pte. Matthew Radawetz Funeral

July 2010 Capital Exhibition

2 October 2010 Regimental Association Reunion 
Weekend

11 November 2010 Remembrance Day at City Hall

5 November 2010 Senior NCOs Annual Mess Dinner 

3 December 2010 Annual Officer’s Mess Dinner

11 December 2010  Men’s Christmas Dinner

BAND

During the past calendar year, the band continued 
its regular cycle of training and rehearsing on 
Wednesday evenings.  Band strength was 27 all 
ranks.  Engagements during this past calendar year 
for which the band training supported were as 
follows:

22 Jan - Robbie Burns Dinner, Drum Line, Westin 
Hotel 

13 Feb – 15 Svc Bn Mess Dinner, Band and Drum 
Line, Debney Armoury

27 Feb – Army Cadet League of Canada Dinner

6 Mar – 41 CBG Band Recruiting Drive, Mewata 
Armoury, Calgary

12 Mar - PPCLI Mess Dinner, Edmonton Garrison 
Officers Mess

13 Mar – 41 CBG Band Recruiting Drive, Jefferson 
Armoury

27 Mar – 745 Comm Sqn Mess Dinner, Four Points 
Sheraton Hotel
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9 Apr - 18 AD Mess Dinner, Lethbridge 

10 Apr - 41 CBG Military Open House, Jefferson 
Armoury

17 Apr - Stand Up of 41 Svc Bn, Calgary

22 Apr - 1CMBG Mess Dinner, Edmonton Garrison 
Officers Mess

28 Apr - 1 Health Services Group Mess Dinner, 
Edmonton Garrison WO/Sgts Mess

8 May - Consular Ball, Hotel MacDonald, Edmonton

15 May – Military Family Resource Centre Gala 
Dinner, Edmonton Garrison Officers Mess 

26 May - Vimy Commencement Ceremony, MacLab 
(Citadel) Theatre

28 May – Valour Place Event, Band and Drum Line, 
Jefferson Armoury

29 May - Kings Own Calgary Regiment and The 
Calgary Highlanders Centenary Parade and Dinner, 
Calgary

6 Jun - BMQ Graduation Parade, Debney Armoury

11 Jun - 7 CFSD Mess Dinner, Drum Line, Edmonton 
Garrison WO/Sgts Mess 

17 Jun – Edmonton Eskimos Opening Ceremonies, 
Drum Line, Commonwealth Stadium

1 Jul - Canada Day Parades/Concerts, Edmonton 
and Spruce Grove

2 Jul - Edmonton Eskimos Opening Ceremonies, 
Drum Line, Commonwealth Stadium

3 Jul – Calgary Stampede Parade

16 Jul - Edmonton Eskimos Opening Ceremonies, 
Drum Line, Commonwealth Stadium

18 Jul - 73 Comm Group Change of Command 

Parade, Edmonton Garrison Lecture Training 
Facility

30 Jul - Edmonton Eskimos Opening Ceremonies, 
Drum Line, Commonwealth Stadium

9 Aug – Peacekeepers Parade, Calgary 

13 Aug - Edmonton Eskimos Opening Ceremonies, 
Drum Line, Commonwealth Stadium

29 Aug - Edmonton Eskimos Opening Ceremonies, 
Drum Line, Commonwealth Stadium

11 Sep - Edmonton Eskimos Opening Ceremonies, 
Drum Line, Commonwealth Stadium

18 Sep – 1030 to 1130hrs, HMCS Nonsuch Change 
of Command Parade, Village at Griesbach

18 Sep – 1830hrs, EUSI Battle of Britain Dinner, 
Debney Armoury

19 Sep - Band Concert, Memorial Centre, Red Deer

26 Sep - Edmonton Eskimos Opening Ceremonies, 
Drum Line, Commonwealth Stadium

9 Oct - Edmonton Eskimos Opening Ceremonies, 
Drum Line, Commonwealth Stadium

30 Oct - Edmonton Eskimos Opening Ceremonies, 
Drum Line, Commonwealth Stadium

5 Nov – Veterans Appreciation Night, Band and 
Drum Line, Garrison WO/Sgts Mess

Affiliated Cadet Corps

The trips to the Affiliated Cadet Corps spring 2010 
were very successful and the Corps were very 
pleased with the support provided by The Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment.  
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By Lt Jason Pascoe Australian Army Reserve  
   
On the 8th of April, 2010 Cpl Devin Goodall, Cpl 
Christian Lambotte and myself were attached to 
the Canadian Forces Arctic Response Company 
Group (ARCG) tasked to operate in the high arctic 
as part of a military operation known as Op 
NUNALIVUT 10. This operation had focuses of 
proving capabilities and co-operations between 
the Canadian Forces and Danish Military as well as 
Search and Rescue and inter-operability with the 
Canadian Rangers and ARCG.    

   
Over the next few weeks, as ANZAC day 
approached, I started to talk to soldiers and 
Rangers about conducting a service and I was 
pleasantly surprised as everyone gave interest in 
the ANZAC tradition and simply because it was 
something that they could all relate too.  
   
By the time ANZAC day came around we had all 
moved from various locations and were now 
regrouping at Oopik Island (N 82 29’  W 63  03’) 
some 834km shy of the North Pole and 10km west 

 Lieutenant Pascoe (in Australian Cam) spins a yarn or two of the ANZACs to members of the Arctic Response Company 
Group (ARCG).  Photo by Jason Pascoe.

ANZAC DAY IN THE HIGH ARCTIC
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of the northern most permanently inhabited station 
in the world, CFS Alert. 

At 4:19am (Eastern European Time) I mustered 
with a handful of soldiers telling them a few short 
stories of the ANZAC legends, the traditions that 
followed and gave a cheer to mates past and 
present. Now tradition would normally stipulate 
that this be done over rum and coffee, given the OP 
requirement only the coffee was drunk. 
   
Later that morning several ranger patrols and the 
TAC HQ began to arrive into our location, bringing 
together the entire 1st Canadian Ranger Patrol 
Group. With 1CRPG now regrouped we mounted 
an Australian national flag, Canadian national flag 
and a Canadian Ranger Unit flag side by side in 
the overlooking presence of an Inuit Inuksuk (A 
modern Inuit symbol of friendship).  
   
Just after 10am (Eastern Standard Time) members 
of the 1st Canadian Rangers Patrol Group, Arctic 
Response Company Group, 418th Search and Rescue 

Squadron and a dogsled team from the Danish 
Military ‘Sirius’ Patrol attended a solemn ANZAC 
Day service.  Every one heard about the landing 
of the ANZACs at Gallipoli cove, and the actions of 
the Royal Newfoundland Regiment, who were also 
present at Gallipoli, and I continued to speak of 
the traditions that remain even to today. The act of 
remembrance was read and two minutes silence 
was observed before the diary of an ANZAC was 
read to the crowd. Members from all units were 
able to participate and gave great respect and 
acceptance to the ANZAC spirit. 

Afterwards many members from the 1CRPG came 
to me stating that they were appreciative of the 
service as many of them from the communities did 
not often get the opportunity to take part in similar 
Remembrance Day services.  
   
The following day we were visited by the Minister 
of Defence, The Honourable Peter Mackay MP and 
the Canadian Forces Chief of Defence Staff, General 
Walter Natynczyk who gave thanks and praise to 

The gathering  of forces to commemorate ANZAC Day on Oopik Island.  Photo provided by Lt Pascoe.
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the ANZAC service and all service men and women, 
especially to all families who so often face the 
sacrifices that comes with a loved ones military 
service.   
   
This is most probably on record the first arctic and 
most far northern ANZAC service to be held.  I hope 
that should any Aussie or Kiwi find themselves 
somewhere near to the North Pole on April 25th 
in any given year, that may be able to share the 
similar stories of the ANZACs with their mates 
and remember the sacrifices that were made and 
continued to be made today.

Lest we forget  

Foreground: MCpl Peter Montgomery (RWR) and Cpl Devin 
Goodall (LER) talk to the CDS.  Background: Cpl Darrell Paterson 
shakes hands with the MoD Peter Mackay, MP.      Photo provided 
by Lt Pascoe.

A Tale of Two DP2A Courses
Articles and Photos by MCpl James Pantel DP2A 
Infantry Platoon Support Weapons Qualification 
(IPSWQ) 0801   

In a rare stroke of luck the operators of the 
Wainwright weather machine totally sh*t the bed 
allowing the candidates and staff of DP2A IPSWQ 
course an uncharacteristically warm and sunny 
late November day for the final machine gun shoot 
of the course. Note: it did rain intermittently in the 
morning so technically it still qualifies as training.

The course officer, MWO Turner, ran an intense and 
diverse range which exposed the troops to practical 
employment of the C6 with the sustained fire kit, 
marking and recording targets, marking tripod 
and gun position occupation, close quarter battle, 
engaging recorded targets by night with the C2 
sight and indirect fire in the Support Fire (SF) role. 
All gun position members rotated allowing each 
soldier to gain experience as gunner, number #2 
and gun controller.

No beds were messed in at the Edmonton Garrison 
weather machine office in late October as the 
troops braved gale force winds while qualifying on 
the 9mm pistol and coaching firers on the

Loading the 60 mm mortar with a Smoke Bomb.
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C7, and C9 Light Machine Gun on the Automated 
Target System (ATS) range in Edmonton.  After 
much hard but rewarding work by both staff and 
candidates it was a successful course producing 
16 new DP2A qualified soldiers for the Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment.

Staff:  Platoon Comd: MWO Tim Turner 
Platoon Second in Command: Sgt. Mark Denny 
 

Section Commanders;  
1 Sect: Sgt Brendan Yuill, 2 Sect: Sgt Buijtas and 3 
Sect: MCpl James Pantel

Section Second In Command  
1 Sect: Cpl Kennedy, 2 Sect: MCpl Nedohin and 3 
Sect: MCpl Pylypow

Candidates:  MCpl Pantel, Cpl Shudra, Cpl Harder, 
Cpl Brettner, Cpl Walper, Pte Turner, Pte McDonald, 
Pte Edinga, Pte Bodnaruk, Pte Li, Pte Starko, Pte 
Oprecio, Pte McCormack,  Pte Cadiz,  Pte Johnston 
and  Pte Taylor

Troops engaging targets by day with the C6 General Purpose Machine Gun in the Sustained Fire (SF)  role.

(below) Troops man a 60 mm mortar position carrying HE (High 
Explosive) and illumination rounds

The C6 in the sustained fire role firing at night.
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Infantry Support Weapons Qualification 
Course 1001

In the fall of 2010 the Loyal Edmonton Regiment 
ran another ‘in house’ DP2A IPSWQ. What was 
unique about this course, compared to the last 2 
the unit ran, is that the 60mm mortar supplement 
with the M5 base plate and bipod was incorporated 
into the training. What was not unique about this 
course was that the weather for the final shoot was 
conducted on a proper cold winter weekend which 
kept the troops from becoming fuzzy, soft, warm 
and squishy like a velvet cadpat sack of freshly 
regurgitated girl scout cookies.

All the normal POs were covered from coaching to 
manning a machine gun position in the SF role by 
day and night. The soldiers on this course also had 
the benefit of a review of the 60mm mortar and 
training in the preparation of a mortar position, 
mounting and dismounting, aiming, firing and 
adjusting fire of the 60mm mortar with the M5 
base plate, bipod and C2 sight as both number 1 
and number 2. There were no rubber fish jumping 
out of the mortar tubes since sabo rounds were not 
in use, live HE (high explosive) and illumination 
rounds were used for the final mortar shoot.

Members of A Coy joined the course range during 
the final exercise and added to the excitement and 

realism by manning M203 and 84mm SRAAW(M) 
positions along side the 60mm mortar and C6(SF) 
trenches which made for an impressive display of 
Infantry Platoon support weapons firepower.

Staff;

Platoon Commander: Lt Wright 
Platoon Second in Command: Sgt Yuill

Sect Comanders;

1 Sect: Sgt Bell  2 Sect: MCpl Pantel  3 Sect: Sgt 
Buijtas

Sect Second in Command;

1 Sect: MCpl Pylypow  2 Sect: MCpl Myroniuk   
3 Sect: MCpl Iverson

Swing NCOs;

MCpl Lobkowicz, MCpl Blais

Candidates; 

Cpl Quinn, Pte Schulli, Pte Lagare, Pte Abdulla, Pte 
Marshall, Pte Huxley, Pte Graham, Pte Johnston, Pte 
Mitchell, Pte Edmonds, Pte Deroo, Pte Hunker, Pte 
Pemberton, Pte Smyth, Pte Motiuk, Pte Desjardins, 
Pte Thoman, Pte Morry.

Marking and recording targets by day with the C2 sight. 

An HE round lands right of the target.  Time to adjust fire. 
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Capt Conrad Schubert

On 19 December 2010, C Company (Yellowknife) 
celebrated its first NCM’s Christmas dinner 
as a group.  Last year there were six of us and 
we joined A and B Coy and RHQ for dinner at 
Jefferson Armoury.  This year there were twenty 
six and so we stayed at Yellowknife and LCol Mike 
Prendergast and RSM Keith Jacquard came up to 
join us.

We began the day with a turkey shoot in our 
facility at Diamond Plaza.  A steady eye,  trigger 
manipulation and an air rifle borrowed from 
Ranger HQ stores helped separate  first place 
winner Pte Ryan Deveau and his frozen turkey; 
second place winner Pte Joe Medernach and his 
packet of turkey wieners; and third place winner 
Pte Nick Fieger and his armour corps (canned) 
turkey from the rest.  Cpl John Pavey, one of our two 
resident black hats, presented the armoured bird.  

We moved to the mess at Joint Task Force North 
to enjoy a catered 
meal arranged by 2Lt 
Jennifer Wright who, 
with CQ Sgt Sandy 
Budd and Trg Sgt 
Fraser Duthie had 
arranged the mess 
and decorated the 
tables. After grace 
by Pte Michael Ewen 
the BMQ recruits 
serenaded the CO 
and RSM with Bonnie 
Dundee which they 
have sung under the 
guidance of MCpl 
Roger Thuroo before 
every meal of their 
course.  CO for the day 

Pte Ryan Webb and RSM for the day Cpl John Pavey 
joined in from their positions at the head table.

The Sgts and officers served an excellent meal and 
nobody went away hungry.  All too soon after the 
meal it was time to get the CO and RSM back to 
the airport.  First, though we drove out onto the 
ice of Great Slave Lake for a picture of the Ice Road 
Eddies.  Probably the most formally dressed people 
on the lake that day!

It was a great day and the start of an old tradition 
in a new place.  This year the tables were arranged 
in a hollow square, next year we look forward to 
adding another leg to the table to form an E with an 
additional ten or more troops.  It is still early days 
and hard to say how big C Company can become.  
However large we become we are standing on 
the shoulders of giants and well supported by 
a regiment with fine traditions and excellent 
members.

The RSM CWO Keith Jacquard and the Commanding Officer L Col Mike Prendergast stand next to the 
C Coy vehicle in Yellowknife.  Photo by Conrad Schubert

Christmas Dinner in Yellowknife - An Old Tradition in a New Place
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101st REGIMENT (EDMONTON 
FUSILIERS)

1908 - 1920  

The 101st Regiment (later the 101st Regiment 
(Edmonton Fusiliers)) was formed in 1908. The 
first uniform to be issued to the 101st was the 1902 
Universal Pattern Service Dress. Brass numbers 
designating the Regiment were worn on the bottom 
of the epaulettes. For a short while the Regiment 
had scarlet dress tunics which also carried the 
brass numbers on the epaulettes. It is said that 
these brass numbers were made in England for the 
101st Munster Fusiliers. When the British did away 
with the numbering of the Imperial regiments, 
the brass numbers were donated to Canadian 
regiments who at the time were still numbered.

9th BATTALION CANADIAN 
EXPEDITIONARY FORCE

1914 - 1915

The 101st Edmonton Fusiliers formed the 9th 
Battalion of the Canadian Expeditionary Force in 
1914.  In April 1915, while in England, the 9th Bn 
CEF became the 9th Training and Reserve Battalion. 
A single brass “9” was worn on the epaulette above 
a copper or brass “Canada” general service badge 
by all members of the 9th Bn CEF.

An unofficial cloth badge was acquired by the 9th 
Bn CEF just prior to leaving Edmonton. It is not 
know if this was worn by the enlisted men. Most 
likely it was only worn by officers.

49th BATTALION CANADIAN 
EXPEDITIONARY FORCE

1915 - 1919

The second CEF Battalion to be recruited from the 
101st Edmonton Fusiliers was the 49th Battalion. 
This battalion served with the 7th Brigade, 3rd 
Canadian Division during the First World War. 
Officially this battalion wore only the brass “49” on 
the shoulder epaulette. 

Shoulder Badges  
of 

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment 
and  

Perpetuated Units
By Captain Darby Whitebone CD
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Unofficially the officers wore a red on khaki “49” 
over “Canada” shoulder badge sewn onto the base 
of the epaulette. This badge was slightly smaller 
at the top than at the bottom to accommodate the 
shape of the epaulet. 

THE 49th BATTALION CANADIAN  
EXPEDITIONARY FORCE  
FORMATION BADGE

Although not a shoulder badge, this badge is 
included so that one will understand the choice 
of colours selected in the following Regimental 
shoulder badges. During the First World War 
badges were introduced to display the formation 
to which a unit belonged. The 3rd Canadian Division 
wore a French gray rectangular badge on both of 
the upper arms. A second piece of melton material 
was sewn to the top of this divisional badge. The 
green symbolized the first brigade of a division. 7th 
Brigade was the first brigade in the 3rd Canadian 
Division. The shape of the upper material signified 
the battalion in the brigade. A square shape 
signified the fourth battalion in the brigade. The 
49th Battalion was the fourth Battalion in the 7th 
Brigade.

51st BATTALION CANADIAN 
EXPEDITIONARY FORCE

1915 - 1916

The 101st Edmonton Fusiliers recruited a third 
battalion for the Canadian Expeditionary Force, 
the 51st Battalion. The 51st  Bn sailed for England in 
April 1916 but on arrival they were broken up in 
order to  reinforce the battalions fighting in France. 
Many of these men were sent to the 49th Battalion. 
A single brass “51” was worn on the epaulette by all 
members of the 51st Battalion CEF. No cloth badges 
were worn.

63rd BATTALION CANADIAN 
EXPEDITIONARY FORCE

1915 - 1916

The fourth battalion to be raised by the 101st 

Edmonton Fusiliers for the Canadian Expeditionary 
Force was the 63rd Battalion. The 63rd sailed for 
England in late April 1916 but on arrival they 
were absorbed into the 9th Training and Reserve 
Battalion in England. A single brass “63” was 
worn on the epaulette by all members of the 63rd 
Battalion CEF. No cloth badges were worn.

THE EDMONTON REGIMENT
1920 - 1949

On 15 March 1920 the 101st Edmonton Fusiliers 
was re-designated The Edmonton Regiment. Brass 
shoulder badges were to be worn on the service 
dress uniforms. 
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1939- 1941

Shortly after the introduction of the Battle Dress 
uniform the 39 pattern cloth slip-on shoulder 
badges were authorized. These badges had two 
thin strips of ribbon on the back of the badge that 
enabled the badge to be placed onto the epaulette. 
These slip-on badges were only worn overseas for 
a very brief period before being replaced by the 
more popular coloured regimental badges. The 
slip-on pattern badge continued to be worn in 
Canada by the 2nd Battalion Edmonton Regiment for 
several years before being replaced by the Second 
Battalion’s version of the coloured regimental 
badge. This shoulder badge was also made in 
khaki drill material for use on the summer weight  
uniforms.

THE EDMONTON FUSILIERS
On 15 May 1924 The Edmonton Regiment was 
split into two separate regiments, The Edmonton 
Regiment and The Edmonton Fusiliers. In 1936 the 
Edmonton Fusiliers absorbed the 13th Machine 
Gun Battalion to become the Edmonton Fusiliers 
(MG). The designation “MG” was dropped in 1941. 
On mobilization for World War 2, the Edmonton 
Fusiliers were split into two battalions. The new 
battalion becoming the 1st  Battalion Edmonton 
Fusiliers and the original battalion being named 

2nd Battalion Edmonton Fusiliers. In 1946 the 
Edmonton Fusiliers were absorbed into the 19th 
Alberta Dragoons. 

1924 - 1946

From 1924 until 1946 the Edmonton Fusiliers wore 
a brass shoulder title on the service dress uniform.

1939- 1941

The Edmonton Fusiliers wore the 39 Pattern cloth 
slip-on shoulder badges prior to the introduction of 
the coloured flashes of 1941. These were produced in 
two varieties, for the Battle Dress uniform and for the 
Summer Weight uniform. 

     

1941 - 1946

On the introduction of the Battle Dress uniform in 
1941 the Edmonton Fusiliers wore a cloth shoulder 
flash on the arm immediately below the shoulder 
seam. There were two varieties. The first flash 
was white letters on a maroon background. The 
second variant had light blue letters on a maroon 
background.
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1st BATTALION, 

THE EDMONTON REGIMENT
1941 – 1943

The 1st Battalion Edmonton Fusiliers had a distinct 
shoulder flash worn from 1939 to 1946.
In 1941 the Edmonton Regiment was authorized to 
wear new sew on coloured shoulder badges. The 
Regiment adopted the colors from the First World 
War 49th Battalion formation patch, French gray 
from the 3rd Canadian Division patch  and green 
from the 7th Brigade patch.  The 1st Battalion badges 
are distinct in that the letters have serifs. Generally 
the thread in the 1st Battalion badges are heavy and 
relatively loose. This was due to the manufacturing 
process used in Aldershot, England. This type of 
lettering is known as “Aldershot Weave”.

1941 – 1943

This initial coloured shoulder badge was also 
made in a cotton canvas material with the letters 
stenciled onto it. These were printed for economy 
purpose. This type of badge is known as a “canvas” 
or “printed” badge.

1941 - 1943

A general order was issued in 1941 detailing all 
units to display “CANADA” on any new shoulder 
badges unless the words “Canada” or “Canadian” 
were in the title of the unit. For interim measures 
the Edmonton Regiment used a khaki “CANADA” 
badge sewn onto the bottom of the present 
shoulder badge. 

1942-1943
 
As soon as possible the regiment acquired a new 
cloth badge that incorporated the word “CANADA” 
below the primary title. These badges, as well as 
the previous Edmonton Regiment badges, were all 
worn concurrently.
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2nd BATTALION
THE EDMONTON REGIMENT 

1941 - 1943

The 2nd Battalion in Canada had produced a similar 
badge to the 1st Battalion. The letters of this first 
pattern 2nd Battalion badge are a light blue. The 2nd 
Battalion badge has no serifs on the letters and the 
thread in the letters is more tightly sewn than with 
the Aldershot weave.

1942 - 1943

A change to the colour of the lettering on the 2nd 
Battalion shoulder badge was made in early 1942 
so that it would be the same as the 1st Battalion 
badges. Again, due to Canadian manufacture, there 
were no serifs to the letters and the sewing was 
much tighter.

THE EDMONTON REGIMENT 
CADET CORPS

1941 - 1950

The Edmonton Regiment Cadet Corps was very 
active during the Second World War. This badge 
was flocked (painted using a template) with white 
letters on black felt like material. 

(Watch for Part Two of Capt Whitebone’s articles 
on the Shoulder Badges of the Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment World War 2 to the present)  Capt 
Whitebone is currently serving as UN Observer in the 
new mission in the South Sudan.

___________________________________________________________

Could not resist taking a photo when I saw this.  Sorry for 
the poor cell phone camera quality.



23

The Forty-Niner

Captain Keith Mundorf joined the 1809 The Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment Army Cadet Corps in 
September of 1964 at the age of thirteen.  At that 
time the Cadet Corps was still located in the Prince 
of Wales Armoury.  He attended Clear Lake and 
Vernon Army Cadet Camps where he learned to 
play the snare drum and was part of the Corp’s 
band.  Captain Mundorf finished his cadet career at 
age 18 and at the rank of Lieutenant.

In September 1967 Capt Mundorf joined the 
Primary Reserves.  The Loyal Edmonton Regiment’s 
home was Ortona Armoury in the river valley.  
He joined as a trained soldier and went directly 
into the Trade Qualification Course Infantry as 
part of B Company.  In the summer of 1968 Capt 
Mundorf completed the Non Trade Driver’s Course 
the Junior NCO Course and attended the Summer 
Concentration.

Now part of A Company, he was employed as 
a section second in command (2IC), section 
commander and Platoon Warrant Officer.  Capt 
Mundorf took his jump course as part of the first 
completely Reserve Jump Course in Canada.  His 

Jump Wings were presented to him by the late Lt 
Gov of Alberta Grant McEwan.  He also earned his 
American Wings and received his civilian jump 
certification.  He worked at Camp Wainwright in 
the summer of 1974 as the Area Rank and Trade 
School Sergeant Major.  Capt Mundorf’s brother 
Lem was a driving force in getting him involved 
in the Cadets and later the Reserves.  It was an 
interesting time in the unit when all three brothers 
Lem, Keith and Don were serving at the same time.  
The Regiment formed the Drum Corps to work with 
the Regimental Band in which Keith played a snare 
drum for a few years while working as the platoon 
2IC.

Capt Mundorf served as the Regimental 
Quartermaster Sergeant during and after the 
Regiment’s move from Ortona Armoury to 
Griesbach Barracks in 1978.  During this period he 
was qualified: Basic Mountain Operations with the 
Airborne Regiment and was a LZ, DZ, EZ controller 
(Landing Zone, Drop Zone, Extraction Zone).  He 
then moved back to A 
Coy in the late 80’s as the 
Company Sergeant Major 
and worked with the 
District Training Cell as 
the School Sergeant Major 
and worked the summer 
with the Summer Youth 
Employment Program and 
played occasionally with 
the band.

In the late 80’s - early 
90’s Capt Mundorf left A 
Company to be the Quarter 
Master Sergeant Instructor 
(QMSI) and then the 

Captain Keith Mundorf CD Retires
September 1967 to August 2011

A young Corporal Mundorf being inspected in 1969.
Photo provided by Keith Mundorf

Jumper Mundorf
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Regimental Sergeant Major (RSM) in 1996.  He was 
the RSM for L Col Grant Mclean, L Col Tom Reaume, 
L Col George Rice and finally L Col Paul Bury.  He 
turned over his pace stick to CWO Mike Bludd and 
took his commission in 2005.

Since then he had worked as the Cadet Liaison 
Officer, Unit Recruiting Officer and Canadian Forces 
Liaison Council Representative.

Upon Capt Mundorf’s release from the Primary 
Reserves he will continue to work with the 1809 
Cadet Corps.  In September he will take over as 
their new Commanding Officer.  He will not be part 
of the Cadet Instructors Cadre and will continue 
to wear the accoutrements of the Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment.  This is a good thing for the Cadets.  Full 
Circle for Capt Mundorf.

English Town Honours  
Cecil John Kinross VC. 

By CWO Keith Jacquard

On the 114th anniversary of the birth of Cecil 
John Kinross, the London Borough of Hillingdon 
unveiled a blue plaque at Dews Farm in Harefield. 
the birthplace of Cecil John Kinross, VC.  This was 
to celebrate the fact that while serving with the 
49th Infantry Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary 
Force, Cecil John Kinross was awarded the Victoria 
Cross.  Follow this link to the Hillingdon web site if 
you wish to see more details about the event or the 
Blue Plaque Scheme, http://www.hillingdon.gov.
uk/index.jsp?articleid=22467.  

The Commanding Officer Lieutenant Colonel Chris Chodan pres-
ents Captian Keith Mundorf with the Eddie Bronze Statue from 
All Ranks of The Loyal Edmonton Regiment for his 44 years of 
service to the Regiment.       Photo by Hans Brink

Cecil (Hoodoo) John Kinross, VC 
1896-1957
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As the RSM it was my honour to attend this event 
along with Capt Rob Gliddon and our semi official 
photographer Janice Fehr.  Support from both 41 
Brigade and the Regiment made this visit possible. 
The official party for the unveiling included Capt 
Gliddon and I, Leader of Hillingdon Council Ray 
Puddifoot, , Lord Mayor of Hillingdon, David 
Yarrow, Col. Paul Rutherford from the Canadian 
Liaison Staff and Claude Boucher, the Deputy High 
Commissioner for Canada. Local and Canadian 
media coverage was excellent with articles 
appearing in Hillingdon People magazine and both 
the Edmonton Journal and Edmonton Sun.

After the unveiling the local community hosted 
us for tea and crumpets at a local farmhouse that 
had been re-purposed as an animal rescue centre 
very much like Edmonton’s new SPCA site. That 
presented an opportunity for Capt Gliddon and I 
to present the Hillingdon council with some Loyal 
Eddy items from our kit shop which included a 
large cap badge decal, a set of desk flags and a 
laminated copy of our colours. In return the Council 
presented both the Officers mess and the Senior 
NCOs’ mess with a plaque. 

The visit to London took place over the week of 
13-20 February 2011, as the plaque unveiling 
took place on 17 February 2011; we had plenty 
of opportunities to take in some of the tourist 
attractions a city like London provides.  These 
included the Imperial War Museum, HMS Belfast, 
Westminster Abbey, St. Paul’s Cathedral, the Tower 
of London, Buckingham Palace, Tower Bridge, and 
the Household Cavalry Museum

Although the tourist attractions were very 
enjoyable, the tour we received of the Battle of 
Britain bunker at RAF Uxbridge was definitely 
a highlight. This visit was arranged by Lyn from 
Hillingdon council and was extremely well 
delivered by the curator, Chris Wrenn, who 
took every opportunity to point out the visitors 
from across the pond and the fact that one of 
the squadrons controlled from that bunker was  
Canadian. There is an excellent YouTube video of a 
similar tour at this link, http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=MAn8JoNGAQ4. 

The warmth and hospitality we received from 
community and members of the military was first 
rate and I am looking forward to return visit in the 
near future.CWO Keith Jacquard, Head of Hillingdon Council Ray Puddifoot, 

Lord Mayor of Hillingdon David Yarrow, Col Paul Rutherford 
Canadian Defence Liaison Staff, Claude Boucher Deputy High 
Commissioner for Canada and Capt Robert Gliddon.  Photo 
provided by Keith Jacquard
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The Regimental Band Report
By Captain Michael Chute Band Director

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Band continued to 
be very active during the past year.  Current band 
strength is twenty-five, although with a recruiting 
drive over the past year we have auditioned seven 
new members which will hopefully be sworn in by 
September.  Between the band and drumline, the 
number of performances between April 2010 and 
April 2011 totalled 46.  Notable performances for 
the band during this period included augmenting 
the Royal Canadian Artillery Band for the Calgary 
Stampede Parade in July, augmenting the King’s 
Own Calgary Regiment Band for the opening of 
Valour Park in September and for the Calgary 
Flames Military Appreciation Night in November, 
Canada Day performances in Canmore and Banff, 
as well as the annual Remembrance Day ceremony 
and parade at Edmonton City Hall.  The drumline 
also continued to be very active, with notable 
engagements including performing for the Hockey 
Canada Ceremony at Commonwealth Stadium on 
June 28th along with a wide variety of performances 
for military dinners as well as civilian corporate 
conferences in Edmonton and Calgary.

Sgt Matt Spencer was welcomed to the Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment Band upon his transfer from 
the Governor General’s Foot Guards Band in July.  
Cpl Andy Braet and Cpl Kim Cochrane were both 
promoted to the rank of Master Corporal this past 
year.

Members of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment Band 
were active with summer courses and taskings.  
Two musicians successfully auditioned for the Band 
of the Ceremonial Guard in Ottawa.  Four musicians 
attended courses at the Music Training Company 
in Borden.  In addition, several of our musicians 
have assisted the Royal Canadian Artillery Band 
for individual engagements as well as longer-term 
taskings.  Sgt David Hockett and Sgt Shelley Foster 

were frequently asked to perform in concerts and/
or mess dinners, and Cpl Debbie Hockett and MCpl 
Andy Braet received Class B callouts with the RCA 
Band this past year.

The LER Band is currently undergoing preparations 
for the summer parade season.  Our performances 
for Canada Day will be in Yellowknife, with a parade 
and concert planned.  These events will see 
members of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment Band 
amalgamated with members of the King’s Own 
Calgary Regiment and the HMCS Tecumseh Band as 
many musicians from both organizations are not in 
their home city during the summer months due to a 
variety of military courses or taskings.  This 
includes Cpl Justin Massey, who is a saxophone 
instructor at CFSAL Music in Borden as well as Cpl 
Stephanie Geary, Cpl Stephen Stone and MCpl Kim 
Cochrane who will be attending courses at CFSAL 
Music this summer.  Cpl Ianna Ings will be assisting 
the Land Forces Atlantic Area Band for the better 
part of the summer.

The Regimental Drumline performing their very popular Drum-
mers Call.  The Black Light and illuminated drum sticks always 
get a standing ovation.  This photo was taken in Beaumont 
Alberta at an event sponsored by 41 CBG.  Photo from Facebook

The LER Band performing 
at City Hall.  Photo from 
Facebook
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The Loyal Edmonton Regiment 
49th Battalion Association 

Meeting and Dinner

15 October 2011

Meeting is at 1500hrs

Dinner is at 1830hrs
Location at the Brig James jefferson 

Armoury Junior Ranks Mess

ADVERTISE IN THE FORTY-NINER

Promote your company

Promote your cause

See the insert for prices
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by Corporal Ryan Szudra

Private Thomas Lawless 49th Battalion Canadian 
Expeditionary Force was buried with full military 
honours at La Chaudiere Military Cemetery near 
Vimy Ridge on 15 March 2011, alongside his 
fallen comrades from the 49th Battalion, The  
Loyal Edmonton Regiment.

Thomas Lawless was born in Santry, Dublin in 
1889.  After immigrating to Canada with his 
brother, he joined the 49th Battalion Canadian 
Expeditionary Force (CEF), the forerunner of 
todays The Loyal Edmonton Regiment (Loyal 
Eddies).  On the night of 8th June 1917 the 49th was 
involved in a large night trench raid near Avion 
France, just down the road from Vimy Ridge.  

While it was considered to be largely successful, 
36 soldiers were killed in the raid with 16 listed 
as missing including Private Lawless.  In 2003 
two bodies were found near the town of Avion, 
bearing the accoutrements of the 49th Battalion.  
One of the men was identified as Private Herbert 
Peterson and was buried in 2007 during the 90th 
Anniversary of the Battle of Vimy Ridge in France.  

The second soldier 
proved to be more 
difficult to identify, but 
a breakthrough came 
when the man’s teeth 
were analyzed.  From 
the analysis forensic 
experts determined 
that the soldier was 
from Ireland and 
had been born in 
the 1890’s.  Thus. in 
January 2011 it was 
officially announced the 
Unknown Soldier was 
indeed Pte. Lawless.

In early 2011 A and 
B Companies of the 
“Eddies” were made 
aware of the story 
of Pte. Lawless and 
immediately many 

soldiers volunteered 
to pay respects to our 

fallen comrade.  Of the many that put their names 
forward only 8 pallbearers and 2 headdress 
carriers were selected and lead by Sergeant Mario 
Morin.  In a historic first, Pte. Andre, from the 
Regiment’s newly formed C Coy. (Yellowknife) 
was one of the pallbearers.  On the 9th of March 
the bearer party departed Edmonton for Trenton 
where they joined the firing party, made up of 

Eddies travel to France to bury a 49er 94 years after his death

Funeral at the La Chaudière Military Cemetery. France.  Vimy Ridge is in the far distance.  Photo by R 
Szudra.
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soldiers, sailors and airmen from all over the 
country.  After two days of practice they flew to 
France and after a quick bus ride from Charles De 
Gaulle Airport, they were in the northern French 
town of Arras.  On arrival the “Eddies” quickly took 
the opportunity to explore the town, which resulted 
in a chance meeting with the Lawless family.

The funeral for Private Lawless took place on 
the 15th of March.  In attendance were Lawless 
relatives from Canada and Ireland, local dignitaries 
as well as French Veterans.  After the church 
service the interment took place in the shadow 
of the Vimy Ridge monument at the La Chaudière 
Military Cemetery.  For the pallbearers it was a 
very humbling experience to carry a fallen comrade 
to his final resting place. Two days later on the 
17th, the contingent buried an Unknown Canadian 
Soldier. The ceremony was starkly different than 
the funeral of Pte. Lawless; with no known family 

the frigid weather seemed to add to the sadness 
of the thousands of soldiers that were never 
identified.  The last day in France the group went 
on a battlefield tour of Vimy Ridge.  The bearer 
party were lucky to have a resident World War 
One historian from the Directorate of History and 
Heritage who gave a personal tour of the Vimy 
salient as well as the Somme.  All members of the 
group were deeply moved by the experience as 
well as honoured at the chance to carry a member 
of the Regiment to his final resting place.

YellowKnife reservist returns from 
burial ceremony in France

Terrence McEachern 
Northern News Services

Published Friday, March 25, 2011

SOMBA K’E/YELLOWKNIFE - Deiter Andre never 
met Thomas Lawless, but being a part of the First 
World War soldier’s burial ceremony last week in 
France has given the Yellowknife resident a better 
sense of what it means to be a soldier.

Andre, a Yellowknife firefighter and a reservist 
in the Loyal Edmonton Regiment, C Company of  
The Candian Armed Forces, said serving as one of 
the pallbearers at the March 15 ceremony for Pte 
Lawless at Vimy Ridge - a historic battle site in 
France - was a memorable experience.

“It’s moving, for sure,” he said. “It’s hard to say 
that somebody should have to give their life for 
everybody else - but that’s war and that’s part of 
the job as a firefighter.”

Andre, 28, grew up in Yellowknife and joined 
the reserves in 2010. He said being the only 
Yellowknife resident among the 12-person 
Edmonton-based Regiment that flew to France was 
an honour.

Lawless, born in Dublin, Ireland, on April 11, 1889, 

The honour Guard consisted of the following members from 

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment:

Frontrow L - R  OIC – Maj Michael Fawcett, Sgt Mario Morin,  
2nd Row:  (L-R) Cpl Bryce Wilks, Pte Dallas Mitchell, Pte Lee 
Morry, Cpl Ryan Szudra and Cpl David Whalley,    
Backrow (L-R) Cpl Travis Robinson, Cpl Jeremy Kao, Cpl G 
Hawes,  Pte Dieter Andre, and Pte Mathew Johnsen.  Photo 
provided by Mario Morin
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was a member of Alberta’s 49th Battalion Canadian 
Expeditionary Force (CEF) at the time of his death 
in the First World War.

Captain Conrad Schubert of C Company of the Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment, Yellowknife, said the existing 
battalion is an extension of Lawless’ battalion, 
the 49th Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary Force 
(CEF) and as such, it’s the battalion’s responsibility 
to bury Lawless.

The Department of National Defence announced 
in a press release this year that human remains 
unearthed at a construction site in Avion, France, in 
2003 were identified as those of Lawless on Jan. 10, 
2011 using DNA, facial reconstruction and military 
and family history records. Schubert said Lawless 
is believed to have been killed in battle on June 8, 
1917, near Avion.

“It doesn’t matter when it happens ... the 
responsibility for seeing Pte. Lawless to his final 
resting place still remains with the Regiment,” 
Schubert said.

Schubert said he was asked to select one member 
to represent his company for the ceremony, and 
after some consideration, it was determined that 
Andre was the most deserving of the honour. Andre 
didn’t need much convincing to go.

“He jumped at the opportunity,” said Schubert.

It was Andre’s first time at Vimy.  He said it was 
amazing to see the former battle sites and the 
military cemeteries. However, he said the highlight 
of the experience was meeting Lawless’ remaining 
family members, and hearing Lawless’ great grand 
niece sing a traditional Irish song during the 
funeral ceremony, he said.

However, the experience also gave Andre time 
to reflect on the dangers and risks of his two 
professions, especially his job as a firefighter.

The Science That Made the  
Identification Possible

Almost a century after his death, a fallen Canadian 
soldier from the First World War has been 
identified — in part thanks to professors from the 
University of Western Ontario.

Andrew Nelson and Christine White, of Western’s 
anthropology department, and Fred Longstaffe of 
the earth sciences department, were part of a team 
that identified the mystery soldier as Pte. Thomas 
Lawless of Calgary.  His remains, along with those 
of Private Herbert Peterson of Berry Creek, Alberta, 
were found in Avion France near Vimy Ridge in 
2003.

Years of research — involving genetic testing, 
isotope analysis, forensic reconstruction and 
military history — led to the identification of 
Lawless in January.

Nelson became involved with the National Defence-
led project in 2007.  His role, he said, began in 
France with basic osteological work — the study of 
the structure and function of bones — to determine 
the soldier’s identity.

“In the computer we combined scans of the 
separate bones and recreated a digital model of the 
skull, and from that we created what’s called a 3D 
print of the skull,” he said. “It’s a physical model 
based on the computer model.”

Nelson said Newfoundland artist Christian Corbet 
then created a forensic reconstruction of the 
soldier’s face, which allowed Nelson to rule out 
some potential candidates short-listed by National 
Defence.

Eventually, Nelson narrowed the list to two names, 
including Lawless, a member of the 49th Battalion, 
Canadian Expeditionary Force, who was 28 when 
he died.
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“I was actually banking on the other guy,” Nelson 
said.

The final breakthrough came from White and 
Longstaffe’s research on isotopes — the variants of 
basic elements.

“Oxygen isotopes tell you about geographic 
origin,” Nelson explained. “They vary depending 
on temperature and humidity and other 
environmental factors . . . the isotopic signature in 
the water you drink gets incorporated into your 
teeth and bones.”

The mystery soldier must have grown up in Ireland, 
according to his isotopic profile, meaning he had to 
be Dublin-born Lawless.

“He fit the Dublin profile perfectly,” said Nelson. 
“That was a crucial piece of the puzzle.”

Now, members of Lawless’s family have a chance to 

lay him to rest.

 “You’re able to give them some closure,” said 
Nelson.

The following email was sent to me via Catherine 
Jones, the artist who painted the “A Representation 
of their Numbers”  The letter describes how the 
family of Thomas Lawless felt throughout the funeral 
service.

Gearoid O Cribin  wrote some of his thoughts of the 
service that was performed in honour of his great 
uncle and how much they all appreciated what was 
done for Private Thomas Lawless:

There were twenty four of us and we were treated 
like royalty.  I’m still on cloud nine. It was a 
fantastic, unforgettable experience, among the best 
two days of my life and I know the rest of the family 
were gobsmacked too, fair play to the Canadians.  
When they do something they do it so well.  I hope 

Avion 1 

Private Thomas Lawless 
facial reconstruction by Christian Corbet 
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we made a good impression on them too.  I’ve put 
up the story on our internal website at work and 
the reaction has been great. 
 
The Canadian soldiers told us they find your 
painting inspirational.   As far as they are 
concerned it’s an accurate record of the final 
moments of Thomas and Herbert.  I’ll tell you more 
later.  I’m still wrecked from the trip. It was such an 
intense, inspiring, and humbling experience.  I need 
to eat and sleep so I’ll write when my body starts to 
respond to orders again. 
 
We started the day of the funeral very early despite 
the late night before as we didn’t want to miss 
anything.  Even so the soldiers were arriving and 
they immediately started their rehearsals.  I believe 
that there were hundreds and possibly thousands 
of applications for the roles and one soldier told me 
that there were three interviews.  Thomas would 
have been proud. 
 
It was only when I first saw the casket and the 
soldiers carrying it that the full realization hit me.  
At that stage I was so elated that he was getting 

such a great final journey.  We agreed at the briefing 
that even though it was solemn and ceremonial 
it was also a feel good occasion.  I found the next 
twenty minutes when we were alone in the church 
the toughest. 
 
After the chaplain said the initial prayers we 
started with the Rosary.  I couldn’t make all the 
responses because I was feeling quite sad and 
tearful.  I couldn’t help thinking how many of the 
family had died in the intervening years since 
WW1, particularly his brother Mathew, and 
had never got the chance to pay their respects. 
However immediately after the rosary my niece 
sang a hymn.  We had heard her sing many times of 
course and she has a beautiful voice but that was 
her masterpiece.  Everything came together.  The 
acoustics were top class, the occasion couldn’t be 
bigger, nor could her singing have been better.  She 
had us enthralled and I think she was surprised 
herself.  Yet the only people who heard her apart 
from the chaplain were her family who have heard 
her so often before.  But it settled us down and 
shortly after that the doors opened and everyone 
came in. 

The Lawless family in Arras with the members of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment Funeral Party.
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Everyone agreed that the service struck just the 
right balance between the sadness of the occasion, 
and the celebration of his identification and return. 
My niece sang  “The Lord’s My Shepherd” in Irish 
and we sang the chorus also in Irish.  I’m told the 
soldiers loved her singing as much as we do.  The 
pall bearers removed the remains then for the final 
journey to the cemetery.  It was all done so quietly 
and respectfully but yet with a great sense of the 
occasion.  A French guard of honour complete with 
flags lined the route outside the church. 

At the cemetery we followed the pall bearers in.  
I know that for the soldiers it is important that 
they move in unison and they were perfect.  The 
mood was now solemn but grateful for all that had 
been done.  There was a huge clatter of media who 
were not allowed in but who could see everything.  
The reverence and respect of the soldiers for the 
occasion was the standout part for me.  It was hot 
and they were in full ceremonial uniforms.  They 
had to stand at attention for most of the next few 
hours and yet they never flinched.  I could see 
the thought and planning that had gone into it 
because they were using all of the area available 
to them and they got everything working in 
harmony.  The firing of the volley, last post, and 
reveille were brilliant and they were followed by a 
lament from an equally brilliant piper.  My mother 
was presented with the Canadian flag and she 
was as proud as I’ve ever seen her.  That will be a 
treasured possession long after she has gone to her 
reward. 
 
We were left alone at the graveside for a while.  
We played songs from a cousin who died just a 
fortnight ago aged only 48 (Sheila Hand’s sister 
Margaret) and then we sang a hymn before the 
military filtered back.  We left the cemetery when 
the military came back and long after we were 
gone they were there paying their respects. A few 
of the family saw them from a distance and they 

were seriously impressed and they relayed the 
story.  It was a unique privilege for me and I will 
treasure the memories always. So will the rest of 
the family.  The DVDs are being prepared from the 
various camera and cell phone footage and we will 
be given the official record of it from Canada next 
month.  The Army autographed our cards of your 
painting - more memories.  I hope I haven’t left out 
anyone. If you talk to any of them please say how 
great they were and how proud of them we are. 
They are all welcome in Ireland any time. 
 
Mum is still elated after the events and sends her 
regards..

Thomas Lawless’ name carved into the Vimy Memorial in 
France.  He is no longer one of the missing in action.  He has 
been found and has a new home.
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 From
Autumn 2010 

 

theThe Priest �– original kangaroo  

Front Lines
49th Battalion Loyal Edmonton Regimental Society, 
Princess Patricia Canadian Light Infantry Regimental 
Society, 700 Wing Edmonton Air Force Association, 
Greater Edmonton Poppy Fund, St. Albert Poppy Fund, 
Union Local 488 Edmonton, 1 Canadian Mechanized 
Brigade Group Edmonton, 1 Area Support Group 
Edmonton, 408 Tactical Helicopter Squadron 
Edmonton, 41 Service Battalion (Formerly 15 Svc Bn) 
Edmonton, Loyal Edmonton Regiment 4PPCLI 
Edmonton. 
As part of His and Her Honour�’s visit we included a tour 
of the centre, and as aide to Her Honour, I was able to 
hear first hand the experiences and stories they shared 
with the veterans and guests. The only words I can 
think of to describe how I felt during the visit are 
�“privileged and a once in a lifetime opportunity.�”  His 
and Her Honour used words such as �“cozy�”, �“homey�” 
and �“friendly�” to describe the place where so many 
Elders reside. Throughout the tour, His and Her 
Honour took the time to shake the hand of each Elder 
in their presence as well as acknowledge all the hard 
working staff at the Kipnes Centre. 
The visit concluded with a formal reception where His 
and Her Honour viewed a slide show of the milestones 
the Kipnes Centre has passed over the years, and took 
the opportunity to meet and greet many of the 
benefactors previously mentioned.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   event photographs courtesy of Dave R. Paris 

Celebrating Our Benefactors 
 

Friday September 24th 2010 marked the official 
opening of the CapitalCare Kipnes Centre for Veterans 
Roof Top Garden, as well as the long overdue 
celebration of all the benefactors that have contributed 
to this project and contributed to giving the centre a 
more home like atmosphere. 
The ribbon cutting ceremony was marked by an official 
visit from "His Honour, Colonel (Retired) the 
Honourable Donald S. Ethell, OC OMM AOE MSC CD, 
Lieutenant Governor of Alberta" and Her Honour Linda 
May Ethell. His Honour, along with Kipnes Resident, 
Master Warrant Officer (Retired) Joseph Watt, CD 
WWII Veteran and the Administrator Betty Kolewaski, 
participated in the cutting of the ribbon.  
Along with the official opening of the Kipnes Roof Top 
Garden September 24th marked the approaching of the 
fifth anniversary of the Kipnes Centre. In recognition of 
this milestone, the event also honoured the legions, 
service clubs, military units and community groups who 
over the past five years fundraised, volunteered, and 
generated funds in support of many centre initiatives to 
provide a cozier home for the Elders that reside at the 
Kipnes centre. The benefactors celebrated at this event 
were: 
Edmonton Royal Canadian Legion Ladies Auxiliaries 
Association, RCLs and Auxiliaries (from the Edmonton 
Area, Fort Saskatchewan , St.Albert, and 
Wetaskawin), Korean War Veterans Society, 
Edmonton Airborne Social Club, Army Navy and Air 
Force Society, Branch 215 Ex Service Women, 
Canadian Naval Association, Canadian Service Corps 
Association, Aboriginal Veterans Association 
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By Hans J Brink

A majority of our readers have heard of Fisher 
House in the United States and in Landstuhl 

Germany where many Canadian families have 
stayed to be next to their loved ones who were 
severely injured while serving in Afghanistan.  
Valour Place is based on the same concept and the 
one being built in Edmonton will have 12 rooms/
suites that are barrier free, common areas for 
eating and recreation.  Valour Place will provide 
“Hope away from Home” allowing the injured 
soldier’s or veteran’s family to stay with the soldier 
while undergoing treatment at the Glenrose 
Rehabilitation Centre or any hospital in the Greater 
Edmonton area.

This article will provide you with an update on the 
status of the project and to let you know how you 
can Show Your Valour and be a part of Valour Place.

It was a little over a year ago that the Honorary 
Colonel of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment, Dennis 
Erker, embarked on a project to do something for 
our soldiers and our veterans.  Dennis Erker and 
his wife Doreen were involved in the Sorrentino’s 
Compassion House and the Don Mazankowski 
Heart Institute.  Honorary Colonel Erker put 
together a committee of dedicated people from 
both serving and retired military and the civilian 

sector that wanted to give something back to our 
soldiers.  A Needs Assessment determined that 
there was a requirement for a facility based on 
the Fisher House concept for our injured soldiers 
and veterans who do not have access to temporary 
accommodation in the Edmonton area while 
seeking treatment at an Edmonton medical facility.

Edmonton was a logical choice due to the location 
of CFB Edmonton and the exceptional medical care 
and treatment provided at the University of Alberta 
Hospital and the Glenrose Rehabilitation Hospital.   
Edmonton has long been a destination for injured 
soldiers returning to Canada from conflict abroad.  
The success of a soldier/veteran’s rehabilitation 
depends not only on receiving the best of medical 
care but also on having family and loved ones close 
by.  This can be problematic for families of injured 
soldier/veterans not based in Edmonton.  Valour 
Place will welcome all CF members, veterans 
of World War 2, the Korean War, the numerous 
peacekeeping missions who require affordable 
accommodation while in Edmonton for medical 
treatment.

Land has already been purchased for Valour Place.  
The site was selected for its proximity to the 
Glenrose Rehabilitation Centre and the University 
Hospital.  This site is also close to major shopping 
areas and to downtown Edmonton.    The site of 
Valour Place will be located on the corner of 111 
Street and 111 Avenue.  

A Sign

In early January, soldiers from 1 Combat 
Engineering Regiment helped erect a sign at the 
location.  I would like to thank Lieutenant Colonel 
Flint, the Commanding Officer, and the soldiers of 1 
Combat Engineer Regiment for their help. 

“Show Your Valour”                                       

Drawing of Valour Place
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The Walk For Valour Place

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment and its Association 
organized a fundraising event called the “Walk 
for Valour Place”on the 23rd of April 2011.  The 
goal for the members of the Regiment was to 
raise $250,000.00 for Valour Place.  With a well 
organized campaign the goal was nearly half way 
there.  Second World War veterans Bill Teleske 
and Maurice White led the walk which involved 
more than 800 people.  The walk went from 
Jefferson Armoury to Prince of Wales Armouries 
Heritage Centre, the location of the Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment Museum, and then on to the 

Alberta Legislature. After a brief ceremony, the 
walk returned along much of the same route and 
ended at the Valour Place site. The walk raised 
approximately $90,000 for the project. 
 
Lots of thanks go out to Nick Lees and the 
Edmonton Journal for promoting the event and 
also Nick Lees and the Doughbouys who raised 
$20,000.00 for Valour Place buy selling advertising 
and hosting a BBQ and a dinner.

Groundbreaking Ceremony

A groundbreaking ceremony was held on 19 
April.  Members from the Federal, Provincial and 
Municipal levels of Government were present along 
with Honorary Colonel Dennis Erker and Honorary 
Lieutenant Colonel John Stanton.   The event was 
supported again by members of the 1 Combat 
Engineer Regiment with their newest vehicles, the 
Cougar and the Coyote.  After speeches by Hon Col 
Dennis Erker, The Premier of Alberta Ed Stelmach, 
MP Laurie Hawn and MLA Doug Elinski and 
Edmonton City Councilor Dave Loken, members 
of the committee and the military grabbed an 
Entrenching Tool fixed with a Yellow Ribbon, and 
dug into the earth to turn the sod for the new 
facility.  Following the groundbreaking the public 
was invited to coffee and Tim Horton donuts and 
Timbits.

Construction Started

Members of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment carry the Camp Flag 
during the Walk for Valour.

Soldiers from 1 Combat Engineer Regiment set up the sign for 
Valour Place at the site.

Left to Right Councilor Dave Loken, Preimer Ed Stelmach, MP 
Laurie Hawn, Hon Col Dennis Erker, Reza Nessari of Landmark 
Homes,  Base Commander L Col Tom Bradley
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Equipment and machines were on site 31 July to 
start construction of Valour Place.  

Valour Place will consist of:

• Twelve barrier free rooms/suites.  The facility 
will have wide hallways and doorways to 
accommodate wheelchairs.

• Each suite will have an adjoining room to 
accommodate families.

• The guests will share common kitchen, dining 
hall, living room, TV room and games room all 
furnished in a comfortable family style.

• There will be a counseling/interview room.

• The yard will have a play structure for children.

• The entrance hall will be the central focus of 
Valour Place where soldiers, veterans, their 
families and visitors will be welcomed and 
received.

• The hall will be decorated with military artifacts 
commemorating the role Canadian Military and 
Veterans have played to ensure our quality of 
life.

Chief of Defence Staff, General Walter Natynczyk 
and his wife Leslie are honorary patrons of Valour 
Place.  He has indicated that this facility will go a 
long way to ensure that the injured soldiers have 
the support they need to return to active duty or 
back into civilian life.  The CDS also indicated that 
Valour Place could serve as the model for other 
“Valour Places” to be built in other major centre in 
Canada.

Fundraising for the project is moving along very 
well, however, we will need your financial support 
to keep Valour Place going.  How can you help?  If 
you are currently serving in the military the easiest 
thing you could do is designate your donation to 
the United Way Campaign to Valour Place, this 

includes “Casual Fridays”.  Valour Place Society is 
a registered non-profit Charitable Society.  You can 
also go to our web page, www.valourplace.ca and 
make a donation through the DONATE link.  You can 
also show your valour by telling your friends and 
family that Valour Place is being built and will need 
their support.

49th Battalion Association Helps Buy Van

Mrs D Thompson sent this post card and a short 
letter of thanks to all the members of the 49th 

Battalion Regimental Association for the kind 
contribution made by the Association in the 
purchase of the above pictured van for her son. 
__________________________________________________

In Memoriam 
by Edward Thomas 
 
The flowers left thick at nightfall in the wood 
This Easterside call into mind the men, 
Now far from home, who, with their sweethearts should 
Have gathered them and will do ever again
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By Lem Mundorf, Hans Brink and Brendan Yuill

The association itself has been busy.  Day to day 
the association continues to take care of the 
regimental kit shop.  Ron Dmetruk, the volunteer 
manager, is doing a wonderful job of not only 
running things but has worked very hard to ensure 
that not only is the stock of good quality but he 
has worked with the troops to ensure that our 
stock is relevant as well.  Due to necessity, we’re 
going to be getting in new regimental coins.  They 
will remain true to our traditions but will be able 
to incorporate features from modern casting and 
engraving methods, and we hope to have new ones 
available soon.  The association has also given out 
a number of educational bursaries and has used 
our casino funds to help support a number of non-
profits around the area, including the Valour Place 
initiative.  

Minutes of the 2010 Annual General 
Meeting of the 49th Battalion, The Loyal 

Edmonton Regiment Association

1.  Attendance sheet was circulated.

2. President, Brendan Yuill called the meeting 
to order at 1508 hrs.

3. The minutes of the 2009 AGM were moved 
by Lem/seconded by Ron Dmetruk as read.  
Carried.

4. Business Arising from last year’s minutes:  
Maurice White would like the AGM to start 
at 1400 hrs next year to give us more time 
to get home and then to the dinner.  L Col 
Prendergast suggested that we have the 
AGM on a Wednesday evening, at Jefferson 
Armoury, before the dinner.  

Reports

5. Financial Report:  Terry was not able to 
be at the meeting so no report was given.  
An invitation to have a copy mailed to 
interested individuals was given.  L Col 
Prendergast was the only one to ask for a 
copy.

6. CO’s Report:  L Col Prendergast mentioned 
that there is a platoon support weapons 
course now on.  The annual Battle Fitness 
Test was today.  November will hold  “Jungle 
Lanes” training in Wainwright.  Winter 
warfare in January and February of 2011.  
Then section drills along with live firing 
exercises.  Our strength is averaging 80 
soldiers per day.  Next summer will offer a 
Transition Task Force to Afghanistan from 
July to December.  Camp Harris has been 
sold to Reidbuilt Homes. The company will 
put up a plaque to recognize the history 
of Camp Harris.   Funds have and will be 
received over the next number of months 
from Reidbuilt Homes.  LERAC, Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment Advisory Council, has 
decided to spend some of the money on 
some badly needed band uniforms.  Past 
Honorary Colonel Sandy MacTaggart will 
match donated funds for Valour Place,  to 
a maximum of $250,000.00.  We were 
encouraged to participate.

7. 49er Report:  The latest edition was well 
received and any suggestions should be 
forwarded to Hans Brink.

8. Museum Report:  Volunteers are needed to 
help during the week.  Artifacts will be going 
up to Yellowknife for display.

9. Camp Harris Report:  Already given by the CO.

News From Your Association
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10. Kit Shop Report:  Ron Dmetruk reported 
that all is well.  New stock is coming in 
including the new cap badges.   Hours of 
operation are: 8 – 10 pm on Wednesday 
and 11 am – 3 pm every second Saturday at 
Jefferson Armoury.

11. Membership Report:  Lem reported that 
we now have 178 active members and 226 
inactive members.  Please remember to 
update your annual membership to receive 
your mailouts.

New Business

12. The CO and others would like to be notified 
regarding informal get togethers, initiated 
by members, so we all can have more 
contact through the year.   

13. A Globe and Mail article regarding cutbacks 
and the possible future of the reserve was 
discussed.  We are encouraged to keep up 
to the news and be ready to contact our 
Members of Parliament to support the 
Militia.

14. Election of Officers:  Moved by Lem 
Mundorf / seconded by Brendan that we 
ratify Matthew Young’s appointment as a 
new member  of the association executive.  
Carried.  Moved by Lem / seconded by 
Maurice that we ratify Murray Fearon’s 
appointment to the association executive.  
Carried.    

15. Moved by Lem Mundorf/ seconded by 
Maurice White that we re-elect the present 
slate of officers on the association executive.  
Carried. Adjournment of the meeting was 
moved by Chuck Marshall / seconded by 
Warren Hall at 1605 hrs.  Carried.

Respectfully Submitted
Lem Mundorf, Secretary 

The Association Awards Scholarships to those who 
applied.  The Scholarships are available to any 
student in a post secondary institution and is a 
serving member of the Regiment, an active member 
of the Association or a dependant of same.  The 
award winners for this year were:  (Read name of 
award and name of recipient)

Award, Recipients Spring 2011 were

Sgt David Barbour, Marian Allison, Capt John 
Duggan, Justin Massey, M Gen Wm Griesbach, Colin 
Papuschak, CWO Henry Hobbs, Desire Ross, Pte 
William Shaw, Cale Rainkie, Brigadier James Curry 
Jefferson, Cpl Greg Plester, RSM Ran Bowen, Peter 
Schulli, RSM Ran Bowen, James Palamarchuk, 
Sergeant Les Wharton, Tyler Myroniuk, Private 
Melville McPhee, Cpl Jordan McAuley, Lieutenant 
Colonel Leonard Harris, Darren Joneson, Private 
John Chipman Kerr  VC, Cpl Jeffrey Harder, 
Lieutenant Colonel Bernard Stanton, Cpl A. Clark, M 
Cpl Raymond Arndt, Cpl R. Shudra, 

The Spring 2010 Awards went to:

Sgt David Barbour, Sarah Mundorf, Pte William 
Shaw, Lia Mundorf, Brigadier James Curry Jefferson, 
Marian Allison, Lieutenant Colonel Leonard Harris, 
Patrick Kelly, Sgt David Barbour, Marian Allison, 
Capt John Duggan, Cpl Nicholas Valcourt, Pte 
William Shaw, Susan Haas, Brigadier James Curry 
Jefferson, Cpl A. Clark, RSM Ran Bowen, Matthew 
Mussolum, Capt Alon Johnson, Pte R. Ings, Private 
Melville McPhee, Cpl R. Shudra, Private John 
Chipman Kerr VC, Cpl Jordan McAuley, Lieutenant 
Colonel Bernard Stanton, Cpl Greg Plester, M Cpl 
Raymond Arndt, Cpl Jeffrey Harder, Sgt Cecil Kinross 
VC, Sgt. M. Foster, 

CASINO
The next Regimental Casino will be the 
25-26 November 2011.  Mark your calendar and 
please volunteer.  Send an email to Tom Reaume 
at lermus1@Telus.net



41

The Forty-Niner

Resistance is revived in Hoevelaken

Editorial Note:  Hoevelaken is a small village about 15 
kilometres west of Barnveld in Holland.  Many of the 
townspeople who were living there in 1945 credit The Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment with liberating their village.  One Eddie 
was killed in the fighting in the village.  The events of 19 
April 1945 are reflected in the next two articles and pictures.  
Theo Zuurman of Hoevelaken flew to Edmonton to pay his 
last respects to our Bill Teleske as a sign of respect for his 
participation in the liberation of Holland and Hoevelaken

Photos and story By Theo Zuurman

HOEVELAKEN – Resembling a real Field Marshall, 
former resistance fighter Nel Dumon (86) 
addressed school children during the Walter 
Strang Memorial yesterday. Next to her stood 
Canadian war veteran Ken Froland (88), who was 
- just as Walter Strang – a radio operator with the 
regiment that liberated Hoevelaken. Strang fell 
exactly 66 years ago. Ever since 2008 his life is 
commemorated every year.

During the Memorial Froland addressed the 
children of Group 8: “As radio operators Walter 
and I fought in the frontline. The battlefield is a 

cruel world. Friendships are welded there that are 
stronger than the bonds of family. Walter’s death 
was a personal tragedy. The doubts remain with 
you, why it was you that was saved.”

Froland visited Hoevelaken for the fourth time 
since 2007 and this time met with Dumon. 
Together they fought for the same goal, with the 
radio taking central stage, neither knowing each 
other at the time.

“Those brave Canadian soldiers left their youth 
behind and everyone deals with the horrors in his 
own way,” Froland said emotionally. “I am glad that 
Walter has been adopted by Hoevelaken and is 
commemorated annually. Walter has a home here. 
Welcome home!”

During the Second World War Nel Dumon was a 
courier for the resistance. Her father, Karel Dumon, 
was a member of the resistance and sent his 
daughter on her way with packages sewn into her 
skirt. Was she ever afraid? “No, at that age it was 
terribly exciting!”

In Hoevelaken Holland, 19 April 1945 six villagers 
died and two were wounded.

For Hoevelaken a Day to Remember
By Ben De Graaf  

From an article published in 1995 Dutch Newspaper and sent 
to the Museum by Noel S Butcher of Langley BC.  His friend, 
a relative of the Stolp Family,  translated the story for him 
and mailed it into the museum.  The story was found when 
searching boxes of documents locked up in the basement of the 
museum since the flood of 1996.

The liberation of Hoevelaken was so close but 
still went wrong for eight villagers.  Exactly 50 
years ago, on 19 April 1945; around noon that day 
Canadian soldiers entered Hoevelaken on their 
bren gun carriers and six tanks, but did not get 
any further than the barricade on the road, just 
past the farm of Vendrig.  This road was under 

The piper was from the Seaforth Highlanders of Holland Band.  
Inez Janvig, (nee Froland), Ken Froland (LER WW2) and Re-
sistance fighter Nel Dumon stand in front of the Private Walter 
Strang Memorial in Hoevelaken Holland 19 April 2010.
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protection from German mortars.  Also the arrival 
of the Canadians was answered by artillery fire 
from around the village of Hoogland.  Among other 
things this became a fatality for the bakers family 
Stolp who were hiding in their cellar.  Five people 
lost their lives and two other people were seriously 
wounded and died later of their wounds.  For many 
older villagers of Hoevelaken the 19th of April is a 
day that is forever engraved in their memory.

On Thursday 19 April 1945 D Company of The 
Loyal Edmonton Regiment received instructions 
to clear out the forest north of Hoevelaken via the 
village of Terchur.  They took six tanks, mortars and 
light bren gun carriers with them for their task.

The battle group was under command of 
Lieutenant Colonel J.R. Stone.  This operation was 
needed because there was a plan to attack the 
village of Nijkerk the next day from the south and 
north-east and to liberate Nijkerk.  Initially this 
went without any problems.  For instance there 
was no resistance from the German bunkers, 
which were built in the village by the Germans 
shortly before.  There was such a bunker built on 
the Wiekslag behind where now the butcher of 
Stelterepoort is located.  Another one was situated 
at the Stoutenburgulaan where Jutres is and there 
is still a bunker today at the Weldammerlaan as a 
monument of remembrance of the five tragic war 
years.  The Germans expected an Allied attack to 
come from the west.  They thought that the troops 
would come from the coast into Holland, so they 
built the bunkers all facing west.  When the attack 
came from the east however, through the villages 
of Apeldorn and Voorthuisen, the German bunkers 
were useless.  Completely against the original 
intentions of the enemy they became very good 
shelters for the protection of people of different 
villages during the very dangerous hours of 
fighting.

Between the villages of Terschuur and Hoevelaken 
the Canadians passed, with great difficulty, a 

road obstruction and arriving in Hoevelaken the 
people seeing their liberators hung out their Dutch 
flags.  At the west side of the village however, the 
Canadians met again a strong roadblock with 
great difficulty, which was under protection of the 
German mortars.

Germans totally surprised

Hendrik Beitler, member of the Justitution Historic 
Hoevelaken and oracle if it comes to memories 
of the village past, can remember very well the 
Canadians marching into the village.

“I stood here in front of my house talking to Jansun, 
a policeman.  It was about one o’clock in the 
afternoon.  There were not many German soldiers 
in the village anymore.  If there were any left they 
were in the forest.  All of a sudden I see a German 
soldier and oh my another one and another.  It 
was very clear to me that something was going on.   
Suddenly there was shooting.  I was completely 
surprised.  The Germans had dug a tank-trap a 
little further down the road, just past the farm 
of Vendrig.  From the forest the Germans shot 
mortars.  After that the Germans shot artillery from 
not far away, Amersfort.  I think this lasted about 
an hour.  I was in the neighbours cellar very quickly.  
It was raining bullets.  Mr Van Lunterew, who lived 
behind where I was hiding, was killed.  Mr M.C. Van- 
Lunterew died as a result of war action.  He was 43 
years old.

With Sherman tanks the Canadian soldiers shot 
holes in the road blocks and three times over they 
tried to blow them up but to no avail.  Then they 
got word to pull back.  During this pulling back 
the Canadian soldier Walter Strang was killed.   Mr 
Beiter said.  “At a certain moment two Canadian 
soldiers came into the cellar where I and more 
people were listening.  One of them had a radio 
transmitter with him.  Everything was full of sand 
because of the fighting in the neighbourhood.  I 
wouldn’t be surprised if they were involved with 
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trying to blow up the barricade just before when 
soldier Strang died, and that’s why they were 
covered in sand (Strang was the company signaler).  
When one of them had cleaned his transmitter and 
got contact again they immediately received word 
that they had to go back.  They ran like the devil 
was after them to their tanks and bren gun carriers 
which still stood on the road.  These two Canadians 
never said a word about their buddy.  Three 
days later soldier Strang was found by the Dutch 
underground forces.  They found him in a trench 
at Park Weldaham.  He might have had a chance to 
live, but we will never know.”

Soldier Strang was buried later at the Canadian 
Cemetery at Groesbeck.  At Park Weldaham, where 
he was found, a simple cross and stone were placed 
in memory of the first liberators of Hoevelaken 
and the stone is inscribed with the name of the 
fallen soldier W. Strang.  Every May 4th the people 
of Hoevelaken walk slowly and silently to the 
memorial and a simple ceremony is held and some 
wreaths are laid there.

The Germans in the meantime dug themselves in 
and around Park Weldran.

Mr. Beitler said: “They the Germans did plan quite 
a bit here, I think, because they dug deep holes and 
trenches and built small hiding places, but when it 
became to hot for them they ran like scared rabbits.  
They did not use any of the things they made.  But 
they were not SS ers, just young boys.  They must 
have seen that they were losing the war.

The whole liberation of Hoevelaken lasted only one 
afternoon.  Right away after the Canadian soldiers 
pulled back all of a sudden, at about half past two 
o’clock in the afternoon Mr. Beitler stood outside 
knowing he was a free man at last.

Mr. Beitler  “When the Canadian soldiers entered 
Hoevelaken it gave me a feeling of freedom.  But 
the Canadians had hardly pulled back again when 
I saw the first German soldier already come out 

of the forest, branches on his head.  Right away I 
saw another one and another one.  Within fifteen 
minutes I saw four Germans walk, and suddenly I 
stood face to face with a young German soldier and 
he was so nervous as was I.  He said: ”Where did 
that tank go?”  I don’t know”  I said, but I was so 
scared he would shoot me.  But I was very thankful 
because a shell came whistling down.  As long as 
that thing whistles you can stay where you are but 
when you hear a zooming sound it comes straight 
down, and that happened.  The German soldier 
jumped into a hole and I ran and ran to the cellar 
of our neighbours away from the Germans.  If that 
German soldier would have been killed that very 
moment his own artillery would have done that.

The biggest blow

Two people, Theo Overeen and Gert Block stood in 
front of their houses.  A little further up the road 
was the supermarket of the family Van Altena.  
The two men were seriously wounded.  Mrs Van 
Altena said: “ Theo and Gert were both mentally 
slow.  Theo was a brother of the mother of my 
husband and lived with us.  Most likely he got hit on 
the head because after he became more mentally 
disabled.  On advise from doctor Klaarendoom he 
was transferred by a Red Cross car to Appledorn.  
The strange part of this is we never heard anything 
from him or about him anymore.  He as well as Mr. 
Block died as a result of their wounds.”

One of the shells had a disastrous effect.  It fell 
exactly on the cellar where the bakers family Stolp 
was hiding at that time.  They used to live (before 
the shelling) in the building where later for years 
the family Van Montfraus had a bakery.  Five people 
were killed at the same time.  For the people of 
Hoevelaken this was the biggest blow and with lots 
of consequences.

The now 89 year old Jan Vernaat was in his cellar in 
his house across the road when it happened.



44

The Forty-Niner

Mr Vernaat: “ We knew the family Stolp very well.  
We talked a lot together.  Especially during the war 
years when you need each other the most.  Shortly 
before I still talked to Henk Jacobs.  He said:” When 
we are liberated we together will smoke the best 
cigarette there is.”

On that afternoon in April I know it was a sunny 
day.  The Stolps were still thinking of hiding in our 
cellar with us.  Their cellar was built to the west 
where the shelling came from, but they declined the 
invitation.  We were in our own cellar, when after 
another shell, a huge dust cloud entered through 
the grate of the cellar window.

I can still see it in my mind.  That was the final 
blow.  We went outside and at first we thought the 
Stolps house was on fire.  It was an old house and 
the walls were not that strong.  We knew then that 
five people were killed.  So terrible, a whole family 
killed instantly.  At the same moment when this 
happened there were more people in their houses 
but in another room on the eastside.  They lived.  
After the bombing stopped the people of the whole 
village stood outside and the five people from the 
Stolp cellar laid under a carpet at the side of the 
road.  Later on they were buried for the time being 
in their own garden behind the bakery.

Three days after this happened Gysbert Van 
Mentfrans already worked in the old Stolp Bakery.

Van Montfraus said: “ Burying is a big word, we 
better say put them in the ground.”

Officially they could not be buried yet because their 
children and family were not able to come.  They 
were not allowed to cross a certain road and river 
near Amersfort because of fighting.  A month and 
half later, on June 7 1945, the official interment 
took place at the family vault at the “Algemene 
Cemetary at Hoevelaken.  Hendrick Beitler together 
with doctor Klaarenbeck exhumed the bodies from 
the garden and looked after everything.

Mr Beitler said: “The Stolps were middle class 
people.  They were well liked at that time.  
Everybody knew them and something like this had 
never happened in the village before.  Five people 
together.  We were all very, very saddened by this.  
On the other side we all had to let it kind of slide 
past us.  This hate against the Germans had already 
become so big and because of this tragedy it was 
almost impossible to become even bigger.  We felt 
totally powerless.”

Typhoon Bombers
With reference to a radiographic call on the evening 
of April 19 at 1940hrs several Typhoon airplanes 
left the airport of south Holland to bomb the forest 
around Hoevelaken.

Mr Beitler said; “ Those Typoons had rockets 
under their wings.  I think they came to support 
the Canadian soldiers who fought there that same 
afternoon.  But, they were far too late to support 
them.  I saw those rockets fall off the planes and 
fall into the forest.  At that same time the backside 
of House Hoevelaken was partly damaged.  After 
all we could say that the German surrender and 
our liberation of Hoevelaken could have happened 
then and there, even so if the Canadians on 19 April 
would not have entered the village.  That might 
have saved some people and a lot of damage, but 
that is hindsight.  At such a moment you cannot 
predict a circumstance like that.  After 19 April we 
lived in a kind of no-mans land, until the moment 
negotiations were underway at Achterveld between 
the Allies and Germany.

These negotiation took place on 28-30 April and in 
fact this meant the end of the war for Hoevelaken 
and the area around the village.

Mr Beitler said: “ that Canadian troops drew back” 
and he talked about the uncertain week following.  
“The well armed Germans were still in the forest 
but they also must have waited for the end of the 
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war, they knew that the war was about to end.  At 
the same time there were about 30 men of the 
Dutch underground forces, who were by far not as 
well armed as the Germans, in the public school 
building across from the Church.  Thankfully it 
stayed quiet in the village after 19 April.”

On May 6 1945 in Hotel “De Wereld” at Wagenngen 
the official capitulation agreement was signed 
between the Allies and Germany.  The day before 
on 5 May in many surrounding villages were many 
festivities going on already to celebrate the end of 
the five long years of occupation by the Germans.  

But on 19 April so close to freedom eight people 
lost their lives.

A day to remember.  Let us stand still and think of 
them, how they must have looked forward to be 
free again but freedom came to late.  With them 
let us think about the other villagers who did not 
survive the war.  For instance Mr M. v.d. Broek (63 
yrs old).  He dies on day short of the liberation on 
18 April.  The stone on his grave at the cemetery 
in Hoevelaken is also witness to this.  On the 
gravestone the simple but effective words are 
inscribed: “ Fallen by war violence” 

Ken Froland, a WW2 veteran from the Loyal Edmonton Regiment lays a wreath at the grave of Private Walter Strang, at Groesbeck 
Cemetary, killed 19 April 1945 during the liberation of Hoevelaken Holland.  Photo provided by Theo Zuurman
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An Eddie in Sudan   
Captain Darby Whitebone,  Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment.  Abyei, Sudan

Abyei, Sector 6 of the United Nations Mission in 
Sudan is the keystone to a peaceful transition for 
the new Republic of Southern Sudan. The Arabic 
North wants to keep this small area for the oil. 
The South claims ownership due to the African 
inhabitants.  

What this means for a Military Observer posted 
to the Abyei Team Site is keep your head down 
but your eyes up. The job of an Observer is to 
visit every corner of the sector and report on the 
security situation. This is done by constant vehicle 
and helicopter patrols. These patrols consist of 
four Observers from various countries and two 
sections of force protection troops from Zambia. 
The Observers travel in the standard white Nissan 
Patrol vehicles and bring with them a Language 
Assistant and a Liaison Officer from either the 
Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) or the Sudanese 
Peoples Liberation Army (SPLA). Despite the 
sector being “demilitarised” the SAF and SPLA 
remain to “provide protection to the citizens”. The 
police forces are abundant, travelling in platoons 
and companies and armed with MMGs, anti-tank 

Capt Darby Whitebone visits a small village in South Sudan with 
other members of the UN mission.  Photo provided by Darby 
Whitebone

rockets, grenades and more. Everyone carries 
weapons here. Shopkeepers, herders, farmers, 
vagrants, or village elders, everyone has at least an 
AK47. The only fools to travel this territory without 
a weapon are the Military Observers. Patrols go out 
every day. This is a 24/7 job.

To add to the mix is an age old activity that occurs 
annually. This is the migration of the Misseriya 
tribes and their huge herds of cattle to the south 
where the rivers still have water. The Misseriya 
enter the agrarian Dinka lands and attempt to 
displace them. For hundreds of years this meeting 
of Arabic and African peoples has resulted in 
clashes causing much death and violence. Not 
much has changed in recent years except that now 
they use assault rifles instead of spears. Philippe 
(Fusiliers de Montreal) and I are the two Canadian 
representatives in this sector.  In the three months 
we have been here we have experienced the 
results of deadly ambushes, been held at gun point, 
surrounded by angry crowds, and just recently one 
of our patrols was attacked and four of our Force 
Protection soldiers were shot up. We are having a 
great time.

One of the more pleasing sides to this mission is 
visiting the small tribal villages and meeting the 
real people of Southern Sudan. Still living in mud 
huts it appears that time has passed these people 
by. Seeing the children serves as a reminder why 
we are here. Maybe we can save the next generation 
from the hardships being encountered now. I 
believe that just by showing a presence here may 
prevent atrocities and smooth the transition to 
independence for this newest country in the world. 
Like a bully, if someone is watching they are less 
likely to persecute the weak.  This is why Canada 
has decided to participate in this mission. This is 
why I am proud to wear the red maple leaf on my 
shoulder and an “L Edmn R” tab on my chest. 

Fears No Foe
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by Bill Teleske  

This is Bills’ last submission to the 49er.

During my five and a half years in the army, ninety 
five percent if it overseas, I had the occasion to go 
on leave many times or what we called furloughs.

We were allotted seven days every three months 
or 14 days every six months, depending on the 
circumstances at the time.  If one didn’t have far to 
go they would take the seven day leave and take 
them more often, but if you had some distance to 
travel like Scotland or Ireland you would opt for the 
14 day leave because travel time was part of your 
leave.

When we first started getting leaves after landing 
in England most of the boys would go to London, 
as London was the place to go.  It had everything 
anyone would ever want and I mean everything 
and anything.  There were two pubs in London 
where the military from every Allied country would 
gather.  One was in the Victoria district called the 
“Lord High Admiral” and the other was in the Soho 
area called “The Cave”.  This place was carved out of 
a huge stone, so they say.

I visited both places but didn’t care to stay long 
at either place because of the characters that 
frequented them.  I was propositioned by both men 
and women more times than I cared for.  I was still 
a young 20 year old innocent-looking Canadian 
soldier and looked like I might be fair game.  I didn’t 
like London and only spent one seven day leave 
there.  I found it too big, too noisy, too expensive 
and the people of London too snobby.  Later on 
when we were stationed not far from there I would 
spend the odd 48 hour pass there.

As time went by and the boys got to know England 
better they began to visit different places where 
they met and made friends and would go back and 

spend their leaves there.  Many of them met and 
married English girls and would now spend their 
leaves at their second homes.

I went on one leave that I will never forget as long 
as I live.  My buddy Bob Kennedy and I saved up for 
a 14 day leave, which we were going to spend in the 
Midlands, with a few days in each of Manchester, 
Nottingham and Birmingham.  The Midlands were 
where all the war factories were and employed 
thousands of women who all made good money, 
plus the fact that there were very few soldiers 
stationed there and no Canadians.  I was excited 
and looking forward to this leave and so was Bob 
who promised his mother that he would visit her 
sister who lived in Blackpool.  He begged me to 
go with him to visit his aunt, but I didn’t want to 
go and told him that I would meet up with him in 
Nottingham in a couple of days.  Bob was worried 
that when he was with his aunt in Blackpool that 
she would keep him there for his entire leave.  I 
finally gave in and told him that I would go with 
him, but only for a couple of days no matter what.

We reached Blackpool about 10 A.M. and were the 
only Canadians on that station platform when Bob’s 
aunt came to greet us with open arms.  “Now” she 
asked, “Which one of you is my nephew Bob?” “ I 
am” answered Bob.  Then she said, “No matter, from 
now on both of you are my nephews from Canada”.  
From that moment on I loved Aunt Sarah like she 
was my very own aunt and she didn’t treat me any 
different than she did Bob.

We loaded up our luggage in the baggage rack 
of a big black Rolls-Royce and headed off to the 
Montgomery Estate.  I was amazed at the size of 
the house and how well kept the grounds were.  
Bob and I had separate bedrooms but had to share 
the bathroom.  After we freshened up a bit we 
joined Aunt Sarah for a talk and a walk around 
the place.  It was huge and they even had a stable 

A Canadian Soldier on Leave in World War 2
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with about half a dozen horses.  After lunch Bob 
and I went downtown to have a look at the city of 
Blackpool.  There was a heat wave on in England 
at the time and the beaches were crowded with 
bathers.  The next day Aunt Sarah had a meet and 
greet party to show off her two Canadians.  There 
was so much brass there I was wondering who was 
running the British Army.  The weather was hot 
so Bob and I removed our tunics and carried on 
in our shirt-sleeves much to the chagrin of these 
British officers.  They didn’t know what rank we 
were and so they avoided us as much as possible.  I 
didn’t care because I was more interested in a very 
attractive redhead that I had just been introduced 
to and she seemed interested in me too.  However, 
I was very puzzled because Aunt Sarah introduced 
her to me as Laura Clark and the other guests at the 
party were calling her Florence.

I asked Aunt Sarah about that and she told me 
Laura was a singer and that Florence Diamond was 
her stage name, but Aunt Sarah knew her since she 
was a little girl and Laura will always be Laura.  I 
called her by both names, depending on where we 
were at the time.

Laura and I were inseparable for the next ten 
days or so except when she was performing or 
rehearsing.  We went swimming, horseback riding, 
to the movies and the amusement park almost 
every day.  We were never at a loss for something 
to do.  Laura was a beautiful girl who had a heart 
of gold that sometimes turned to stone.  She was a 
girl that I loved and hated at the same time and I’ll 
explain why and when.

The first time I went to see Laura perform we went 
backstage after the show where she was the centre 
of attention surrounded by long haired friends and 
fans.  She completely ignored me as if I wasn’t there 
and I felt very uncomfortable, not knowing anyone 
and having people wonder what this Canadian 
soldier was doing there.  Then suddenly Laura 
would notice me and say “Oh, I’d like you to meet 
my Canadian friend, Bill Teleske.”  Then she would 

ignore me again until it was time to go.  She did 
this two nights in a row and that was the last time 
I went to see her concert.  Fortunately there was 
a fashionable pub just a few doors down from the 
concert hall where we would meet after the shows.  
Finally our leave was over and it was time to go.  
Our parting was very emotional, with Aunt Sarah 
crying, Bob’s new found girlfriend crying and Laura 
crying too, while Bob and I, trying to be macho, had 
trouble speaking.  Aunt Sarah put a little something 
in both our pockets while Laura put something 
extra in my pocket.  When we were on the train we 
decided to see what was put into our pockets, we 
pretty well knew but we didn’t know how much.  
That was the only time in my whole army career 
that I came back from leave with more money than 
when I left.

Laura and I promised to write to each other.  I 
received a reply from my first letter but never did 
from my next two so I quit writing.  When I did get 
back to camp I bragged about spending my leave 
with a well known performer, but no one believed 
me, saying they also had dates with Marilyn Munro 
and other stars.  Bob wasn’t there to back me up as 
he was transferred to another unit shortly after we 
got back.

It was some eight months later when I was 
downtown in Eastbourne when I noticed a sign at 
the theatre that Florence Diamond was headlining 
the show.  I bought two tickets and planned to take 
our cook because I knew that he liked musicals.  
After the show I asked one of the doormen if I could 
go backstage because I knew Florence Diamond.  
He didn’t believe me, nobody did.  I did manage 
to get one of them to take a note to her after 
slipping him a ten shilling note.  Well, luckily, she 
got the note and she came out.  After much kissing 
and hugging she begged my friend and I to join 
the party they were having, but I had to decline 
because we only had a midnight pass.   Besides, 
we had a bus to catch.  This time I could brag again 
because I had a witness who liked to talk.
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by Terry Allison and Hans Brink

The last year was very busy for the museum and 
our group of eager and willing volunteers.  We have 
had a number of VIP visitors, we ran two day camps 
last summer and will repeat the day camps again in 
the summer of 2011.  Donations of artefacts keep 
coming in, along with some cash donations.

One of the biggest projects this year is the rebuild 
of a new web page for the museum.  The webpage 
is more interactive and with the links to virtual 
museums extends our collections even more.  The 
new web page project was headed up by volunteer 
Don Miller with help from John Matthews and 
contributions from just about everybody else at the 
museum.  Financial support provided by Hon Col 
Dennis Erker and Hon L Col John Stanton.

The Colonel and Chief of the PPCLI, Adrienne 
Clarkson along with her husband, Paul Saul, 
visited the museum in October.  She commented 
on the excellent displays, especially the text.  Gord 
Steinke from Global TV was in the Armoury doing 
a piece on the Edmonton Archives and noticed the 
museum. He dropped in and said he would be back 
for a Remembrance Day feature.

One of the major events held at the Museum was 
the official press release announcing the identity of 
Private Thomas Lawless.  The event was held in the 
Griesbach Gallery with the painting by Catherine 
Jones, “A Representation of Their Numbers” in the 
background.  The painting depicts Private Thomas 
Lawless and Private Herbert Peterson in the last 
moments of their life.  Laurie Hawn, Member of 
Parliament, made the announcement and Laurel 
Clegg from the Director of History and Heritage 
Ottawa gave the details of the forensic methods 
used to find out who our unknown soldier was.  
Laurel is working on 17 other sets of remains in 

trying to identify them.  Other members of the 
association were present for the announcement.

Our collection grew by leaps and bounds this 
year.  Some of my favourites were the Mauser 
Broomhandle donated by Brian Harris of St. Albert.  
and a M2 Carbine from Don McGarvey.

The museum joined the regimental family on the 
Walk for Valour Place by providing the first stop on 
the walk (after the breakfast at Jefferson Armoury).

The organization of the museum has not changed 
and continues to consist of:

The board of Directors: President-Lee Ahlstrom; 
Vice-President/Executive Director-Terry Allison; 
Volunteer Director-Tom Reaume; Director of 
Displays-David Haas; Special Projects Director-Don 
Millar; Directors- John Matthews, Ian Taylor, Brian 
Hodgson and The COs L Col Mike Prendergast and L 
Col Chris Chodan.

The weekly volunteer staff: John Matthews, Terry 
Allison, Tom Reaume, Hans Brink, Lem Mundorf 
and Don Miller. 

The professional staff: Kathleen Haggarty, 
Collections Manager and Dan Rose, Curatorial 
assistant. 

The volunteers: Maurice and Elsie White, Ken 
Dilley, Bill Teleske, Eva McPhee, Sandy  Kamminga, 
Ted Howard, Jim Hodson, Jane Todd and new 
volunteers – Aidan Guerra (student), and Joyce 
Bohachyk.

New Data Base On WW2 Eddies  
Ted Howard has been volunteering at the Museum 
for over a year, actually two years, by the time 
you read this.  He has gone through all the Part 
II Orders of the Regiment from World War 2.  He 

Events at the Museum
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entered them into a database that can be accessed 
through the museum’s computers.   Hopefully 
this will be migrated to the new website for the 
museum so everyone can research military records 
of Eddies who served in WW2.  The information 
entered covered all the entries for individuals 
who served with the Loyal Edmonton Regiment 
from enrolment to discharge.  The amount of 
information the museum can provide to families of 
former members exceeds anything that any other 
museum can provide on its clients.

Ted served with the Regiment from Jan 1970 to Jun 
1986.  He was a Warrant Officer when he retired.

New Exhibit “The Last 100 Days” 
The museum is setting up a new exhibit titled the 
“Last 100 Days”.  This new exhibit will tell the story 
of the last 100 days of World War One.  It will not 
focus on what the 49th accomplished but a Canadian 
overview.  Many artefacts and weapons from the 
time period will be on display and a new series 
of story boards to tell the story.  The museum has 
hired an exhibit designer, Jenicka Sobo, to help 
David Haas with the displays.

City Hall School Visits the Museum  
(by Linda Hut)

Last year the City Hall School organized a total 
of 25 visits to the museum over the course of the 
fall and spring season.  The Armoury visits were a 
success with City Hall School students.

“This building reminds me of a giant time capsule!” 
– City Hall School Student

This week marks the 13th visit to Edmonton’s 
Prince of Wales Armouries Heritage Centre by 
groups of inquisitive elementary school students.  
By the end of this year, approximately 400 
students, each enrolled in the week-long City Hall 
School program, will have visited the Armouries’ 
tenants, namely the City of Edmonton Archives, 
the Telephone Heritage Centre, and the Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment Military Museum (LERM).  
The students visit the Armouries as a component 
of their week spent in downtown Edmonton, 
learning about what goes on at City Hall and about 
Edmonton’s history in general.  

“The programs allow the students to experience 
Edmonton’s past in a real and very meaningful 
way,” says Linda Hut, City Hall School Site 
Coordinator, “Once they enter this amazing building 
and learn of its history, the stage is set for ‘time 
travel’ and they are hooked.”

While at the Armouries, the students spend their 
morning visiting the City of Edmonton Archives 
and the Telephone Historic Centre, where they 
take behind-the-scenes tours and get hands-on 
experiences working with historic documents and 
artifacts.  However, for most of the students, the 
highlight of their trip is their visit to LERM.  

While there, students get to take a close look at 
(and even touch) some of the artifacts held at the 
museum, including uniforms, weapons, and medals.   
They also hear stories from veterans of WWII, 
dress up in military uniforms, and sometimes 
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even get to explore the artefacts vaults where the 
museum’s rarely-viewed items are stored.  All of 
these activities make military history come alive for 
students.  

Hut says, “Meeting real people who have either 
been in the war or had their lives touched by war 
help these students to think beyond the ‘video-
game mentality’ of war... as they march out of the 
building their heads and hearts are full … it is truly 
a very memorable and meaningful experience.” 

One exciting component of the Armoury visits 
is the behind-the-scenes access youth get to the 
hidden artifacts and documents found within LERM 
and the City of Edmonton Archives.  If you want this 
type of access to the secrets held at the Armouries, 
you’ll have to either visit as part of a school group 
or as a day camp attendee.  

A Soldier Through Time Summer Day Camp

A group of Edmonton kids got a taste of military life 
with a day camp at the Prince of Wales Armouries  

last summer, 2010.  The Loyal Edmonton Regiment 
Museum and the City of Edmonton co-hosted a kids 
summer camp called “A Soldier Through Time”.  The 
timetable was developed by Hans Brink, Kathleen 
Haggarty and the City of Edmonton Summer Camp 
Programme Director, Shauna Allen.  The kids 
aged 9-12 were enrolled into the 49th Battalion 
to experience, briefly, what it was like to join the 
army and go off to fight a war.  They started with 
WW1 and progressed through time to modern day 
Afghanistan.  The kids were taught drill, map using, 
museum operations, military history and they 
toured the Aviation Museum and Canadian Forces 
Base Edmonton.

The Camp Staff from the City of Edmonton had 
Army Cadet experience, which added to the realism 
of the training in drill and control of the campers.  
Camp leader, Jennifer Hawirko was able to give 
them drill lessons and maintain some form of 
military discipline throughout the week.  From the 
Museum side Hans acted as the Camp Commandant 
and convinced Ted Howard to teach a few lessons 
on Rank Structure and Map Using.   “I think it’s 
great for them to see the military perspective of 
things without being pressured to join the military,” 
says camp leader Jennifer Hawirko. “And also being 
here, they get to see what life was like for soldiers 
back then. I don’t think you always get the soldiers’ 
perspective from textbooks.”  The kids were 
welcomed to the camp with photocopied recruiting 
posters from the First and Second World Wars, 
and kept service books to record their activities 
throughout the week.

Kathleen Haggarty and Dan Rose organized tours 
of the basement and also prepared a few lessons 
on researching artefacts and setting up a museum 
display, which were ready for parents, friends and 
relatives to view on the last day.

Trips to the Aviation Museum and CFB Edmonton 
were organized with a tour through one of the 
unit lines, vehicles, and the Small Arms Trainer 

R.O.W.S.  Reflect, Observe, Write, State.  These are the comments 
the LER Musuem gets back from the City Hall School Visit.  You 
read these and you know the visit to the museum had an impact.
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Firearms Simulation Range where the kids were 
able to fire a C7 rifle.  They also did some map using 
and navigation to the Sea Can Village for a lesson on 
camouflage.  Members of the Regiment volunteered 
to help out with those lectures. Corporals Jared and 
Justin Johnson answered the call for help and did a 
fantastic job.

On the final day the kids prepared several displays 
on military medals and displayed the Ghillie Suits 
they made the day before. Veteran Bill Teleske, 
who served in the military for 30 years, regaled the 
kids with war tales and attended their graduation 
parade at the armouries on the last day.  The 
90-year-old served overseas throughout the 
Second World War, which left him with no hearing 
in his left ear – a disability he’s taken in good 
stride. “When my wife and I had an argument, all 
I had to do was sleep on my good ear,” he quips. 
Teleske is heartened to see young Edmontonians 
learning more about our country’s military past 
and making an effort to better understand the 
army. It’s something he says is happening more 
in recent years.  “Before the Afghanistan war, the 
military was almost a forgotten thing. Now with 
Remembrance Day it’s more noticeable, they’re 

more aware of what’s going on and why it is going 
on,” he says. “They’re more interested in it now 
than they have been in decades.”
In the afternoon parents were invited to view a 
Graduation Parade and the kids were handed their 
discharge papers (Release Papers).  The program 
will be repeated in the summer of 2011 with two 
camps, one 4-8 July and 25-29 July 2011.

Gun Exhibit - Firearms of the Canadian military 
1883 to present

Since the re-opening of the Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment Museum after construction the 
volunteers led by Hans Brink finally produced 
a new exhibit for the public.  On the weekend 
of October 16 and 17 2010 the Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment Military Museum hosted a gun exhibit 
at the Prince of Wales Armouries Heritage 
Centre.  The theme of the show was firearms of 
the Canadian Military 1812 to present.  The Royal 
Alberta Museum helped out by loaning us a Brown 
Bess (1812), a Martini Henry and a North West 
Trade gun carried by Chief Fine Day during the 
battle of Cut Knife Creek.

Several members from the Canadian Historical 
Arms Society (CHAS) brought down some of their 
collections to round out the pistol collection and 
the number of variants of the Lee Enfield.  Allan 
Kerr from Mil Arms brought down his display of 
firearms used by the Pacific Coast Rangers.

Hans Brink put together a collection of four Colt 
1911s carried by Officers and the RSM of the 49th 
Battalion.  On display were the pistols carried by 
Lieutenant Colonel W. A. Griesbach, Chief Warrant 
Officer N. Walsh, Major  B.J. Johnston and Arthur 
Robinson who was the RSM at the formation of the 
49th but commissioned before the 49th departed for 
England and France.  All four of these pistols were 
engraved with the names of the above mentioned 
members.  It was a remarkable collection to have 

During the Summer Camp the kids get to visit Steel Barracks.  
This trip the group was hosted by 1 Combat Engineer Regiment.  
Photo by Hans Brink
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all four of the Colts on display.  Officers had to 
purchase their own side arm in WW1 and in WW2.  
Griesbach liked the semi-automatic Colt and bought 
one.  Others followed.

The Military Vehicle Collectors Club brought in 
several vehicles and parked them outside for guests 
to view.

Volunteers from the museum helped out with the 
displays, running a canteen and providing tours 
of the basement.  Bill Teleske, Kathleen Haggarty, 
David Haas and Sandy Kamminga were there to 
help make the show a success.

Museum Pieces Connect 
New Eddies to Old

Captain Conrad Schubert

When the CO and the RSM came for Christmas 
dinner in Yellowknife, they came armed, literally, 
with items from the Regimental Museum for 
display here.  We have a display case from the 
Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre Museum 
and now it contains pictures and items that 
speak to the northern soldiers of their heritage 
as members of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment. 
Kathleen Haggarty and Terry Allison at the museum 

carefully selected pictures that relate to former 
members of earlier C Companies in the First and 
Second World Wars.  We may be a new company to 
Yellowknife but that we are only the latest of a long 
line of Eddies to be part of C Company.

The Best Field Trip Ever

Article for the 49er – Written By Leah Rawlings

Friday November 5th, 2010, the grade 5 classes 
from École Steffie Woima Elementary School and 
one class from École Fox Run School in Sylvan Lake 
loaded the buses bright and early for what students 
thought was going to be the best field trip they’ve 
ever been on! 

In grade 5 social studies, students learn about 
Canadian identity and do an overview of Canadian 
history. With the assistance of Hans Brink, it 
was arranged to have our students tour the LER 
Museum and CFB Edmonton. The purpose was 
to learn more about what the men and woman in 
the armed forces have done, as well as what they 
continue to do, at home and around the world. 
The teachers kept this field trip hush, hush until 
everything was finalized. We knew our students 

The new display case at C Coy Headquarters in Yellowknife.  
Photo by Conrad Schubert

Student gives a big salute during the uniform try on.  Photo by 
Leah Rawlings
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would be very excited. They didn’t disappoint when 
we shared the news! I’m pretty sure our classrooms 
buzzed for two weeks straight as students 
anxiously waited for November 5th! I even had a 
student who told me he was setting his alarm for an 
hour earlier and practicing getting up because he 
was worried he would sleep in and miss the bus. 

Our first stop was the LER Museum where we 
were greeted by the museum staff and volunteers. 
Students had the opportunity to tour the galleries 
and ask questions. They visited the weapons vault 
and storage rooms in the basement which were 
definitely highlights! One of the students, Kale, 
shared this comment: “I liked the weapons vault 
because it was really neat.” Our time ended with 
a question and answer session with Bill Telesky. 
He also taught the students a few basics about 
marching. For those of us watching, it was hard not 
to laugh out loud. We were a pretty uncoordinated 
bunch. “I learned that marching is harder than it 
looks,” said Megan. However, with practice, the 
students did start catching on! Ally summed up 
our time at the museum when she said, “I liked the 
museum because there was a lot to do.”

After a lunch break, we loaded back into the bus 
and headed over to CFB Edmonton where we 

were met at the 408 Helicopter Squadron facility. 
Here we began our time with an introduction and 
another question and answer session. Students 
were then taken on a tour. They visited the control 
tower and walked the observation deck – some a 

little more willingly than others. Seeing a helicopter 
was also on the list. Being able to climb inside 
an actual helicopter was pretty exciting for the 
students. The highlight of this part of the day, 
however, was definitely the night vision goggles. 
Students couldn’t get over how neat they were as 
they tested them out in a dark room.

Our final hour was spent at the Fire Hall on the 
base. The students had fun sitting in the fire truck 
and of course, spraying with the fire hose. They 
were also able to tour the station.

There is no doubt that this field trip will be very 
hard to beat! “It was the best field trip in the 
world!” confirmed Andrew. Aidan agreed saying, 
“The field trip was very fun! If I can go again, I will!” 

Beyond all the excitement and cool things the 
students were able to experience, it was evident 
that they had a greater appreciation for those 
who serve or have served our country. “I learned 
that being in the military is difficult and that we 
don’t really understand,” said Lynece. “You need to 
respect the soldiers who have sacrificed their lives 
for your life. You can’t take for granted what you 
have because you really have a lot,” replied Kayla, 
reflecting on what she learned. “The soldiers died 
to protect us!! Military work is very difficult and 
sad,” affirmed Kami.  To sum up his experience, 
Aydin concluded that “Canada is a good country. I 
think the soldiers deserve a medal.”

We want to say thank you to the many people 
who made our visit to the museum and the base 
possible. This was a learning experience far above 
what we could ever teach in a classroom. 

Thank you and merci! 
 
“Madelines Rock”  

The museum has acquired a DVD about Lt. John 
Baines Calder The Loyal Edmonton Regiment 
Killed in action December 20, 1944.

On the left the student don their white gloves for a tour of the 
basement.  On the right Veteran Bill Telelske tells stories and 
answers questions.  Photo by Leah Rawlings



55

The Forty-Niner

In “Madeline’s Rock,” we experience a new way to 
remember those who died in battle in World War 
II.  It’s the story of John Baines Calder, who went 
overseas with the Loyal Edmonton Regiment. He 
left behind a wife and three small children who 
unfortunately never saw him again.  Sixty-five years 
after he was felled by a sniper’s bullet in northern 
Italy, his daughter Madeline took the 7000 km 
journey to visit his grave.  She brought with her 
a piece of rock from the ranch in Alberta, to help 
make things right.

Madeline Holloway and filmmaker Max Fraser 
attended the Association Dinner in 2010.

Book Review

Hold the Oxo!
A Teenage Soldier Writes Home 

By Marion Fargey Brooker

August 14, 1914

Canada was young when war was declared.  As 
many as 20,000 underage soldiers left their homes 
to serve.  Jim, at 17, was one of them.  His letters 
home (kept for 92 years in a shoe box covered by 
his mother in velvet and painted with the Union 
Jack) gloss over the horrors of war, focusing on 
issues of the home front: of harvesting, training the 
horses, and the prices of hogs: 

Trenches, March 15, 1916

Dear Mother and Father

The average dugout in the front line holds about two 
and you have to curl up in some peculiar shapes in 
some of them.   There are three of us in the one dugout 
now and one lad had some rolled oats and we made 
porridge.  It was the first porridge I’ve had since I left 
England and it was certainly good.

You asked me how the sox were for size – well that 
pair that Aileen sent is just right size and good and 
long in the leg and they are not too thick and easy to 
wash but I have plenty of sox already.  Will you send 
a little tin of cocoa as it is very good in the trenches 
when you come in rather chilly.  You needn’t send any 
more Oxo.  We don’t use it much.

His field diary reveals more:

June 5, 1916, Ypres

Moved into trench in Maple Copse in strong point.  
Bombardment heavy. Several killed.

Jim’s last entry in his diary, September 20, 1916/ The 
Somme

Went from front line to Bombing post in ‘No Man’s 
Land’.  D Company took Fritz front line but had to 
retire after holding for eight hours on account of 
shortage of ammunition.  Nearly whole company 
wiped out.

•	 A Canadians at War Book
•	 978-1-55488-870-2
•	 Publishing date August 2011
•	 144pp, Paperback
•	 $14.99 CAD
• Purchase from Amazon
• Purchase from McNally Robinson
• Purchase from Chapters, Greenwoods 

Bookshoppe, Edmonton

No combat ready unit has ever passed inspection. 
No inspection ready unit has ever passed combat.

CANADIANS AT WAR

 MARION FARGEY BROOKER 
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Where is my Wanderer

Have you served as an Eddie with a Canadian 
Forces or United Nations mission outside of 
Canada?  Do you know someone that did?

The Regiment is quickly losing track of who served 
where and when from the Korean conflict on.  The 
Regiment is trying to build a modern history of 
the unit for its records and museum archives.  If 
you served in Cyprus, Bosnia, Croatia, Sudan, 
Afghanistan or whatever other location we want 
to catalogue your service to Canada.  If you have 
pictures of your posting - the museum wants them 
too. 
 
Send your stories, pictures and Regimental 
particulars, dates, location, Op name, etc. to the 
Museum at lermus1@telus.net.   Include any names 
you can remember of other Eddies who were on 
the same posting.  It doesn’t matter if you can 
not remember everyone or all the details; we will 
begin compiling a list and update it as additional 
information comes in.  Your stories and photos will 
be published in future editions of the 49er. 
 
If you have a link to other sites where we can 
download copies of pictures - let us know.  If you 
only have hard copy photographs we can make 
arrangements to have electronic copies made.

Norman Lanctot retired 
this year after nearly 20 
years with the Regiment.  
He is living the dream in 
his new home in Kelowna, 
British Columbia.  He served 
overseas in the Former 

CALLING ON ALL FORMER 
EDDIE PEACKEEPERS

Yugoslavia as part of UNPROFOR, the United Nation 
Protection Force.  When I was CO, Norm was usually 
my driver and we spent many hours traveling back 
and forth to Wainwright. 

Scott Guillion was seen on TV as his company 
presented to the Dragons, on The Dragons Den.  He 
also was seen at the Walk for Valour in April.  He 
is seen here while serving with the Eddies in the 
Former Yugoslavia.

Stuart Goldstein posted on Facebook that he was 
with the Eddies 20 years ago.  He is now living in 
Saskatoon and works for the Corps of 
Commissionaires.

WO (Ret) Edmund (Ted) Howard, seen Thursdays 
at the Museum is now retired from the Correctional 
Service and works on Alberta Genealogy and 
Indexing of Regimental Papers.
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Bill Teleske

 The Loyal Edmonton Regiment 
10 November 1919-19 June 2011

William (Bill) Teleske died peacefully on Sunday 
the 19th of June 2011.  He was 91 years old.  Bill was 
born and raised in the Edmonton area and at age 
20 joined the Canadian Army, The Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment at the start of World War 2.  He served 
with the Regiment in England, participated in the 
Spitzbergen raid August-September 1941, the 
invasion of Sicily (where he nearly drowned) and 
the Italian campaign including the Battle of Ortona.  
He remained with the Regiment when it shifted it’s 
operation to North West Europe, Belgium, France, 
Holland and Germany.  Post war he 
remained with the Regiment as a reservist 
retiring in 1970 as a Warrant Officer.

Bill will be forever remembered by his 
foster son Sonny Edden (Carlene); foster 
granddaughter Shannon and Jolene and 
their children.  He also leaves 2 sisters, 
Mary Close and Nettie Keylor, numerous 
friends, nieces and nephews.  He was 
predeceased by his wife, Katherine; his 
parents and 5 brothers.

In civie life Bill worked for Hook Signs for 
a short while and for Northern Alberta 

Dairies delivering milk for over twenty three 
years to the communities in the area.  He was an 
avid hunter, fisherman and gardener dedicating 
many years of his gardening experience at the Fort 
Edmonton Park.  Bill was a member of the Fort 
Edmonton Historical Foundation and was awarded 
a lifetime membership for his many years of service 
to the Foundation.

Bill’s connection with the Regiment didn’t end 
with his retirement from the Forces.  He began 
volunteering with the Association and the Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment Museum.  He visited countless 
schools to talk to kids.  School visits to the 
museum saw Bill telling stories about his wartime 
experiences like the typewriter he stole and mailed 
home in pieces, or teaching them some drill.   The 
volunteers that worked with Bill will surely miss 
his quick wit, his stories and his sense of humour, 
especially his close friends Jane Todd, Eva McPhee 
and Maurice White.

In Christmas 1998, Bill returned to Ortona with 
30 veterans of his regiment, the Three Rivers 
Regiment, Royal 22nd Regiment, Provost Corps and 

The Last Post
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the Seaforth Highlanders. They visited their 1,400 
fallen comrades resting at the Moro River Canadian 
War Cemetery and wondered: “So why not me?”

Then they shared Christmas dinner in the rebuilt 
church, this time with their foes of old, a wonderful 
expression of the hopefulness for world peace in 
the season of Christ meant for such reflection.

He travelled to Hoevelaken Holland in December of 
2007 and again in April of 2008 for the dedication 
of Stranglaan (Strang Lane) and the monument 
dedicated to Private Walter Strang, the only Eddie, 
Canadian soldier, to die in the liberation of that 
small village.  A small delegation from the unit 
travelled with Bill, Ken Froland and Maurice White 
and the Honoraries Col Sandy Mctaggart and L 
Col Dennis Erker to participate in the ceremonies.  
It was a good feeling to be treated like we just 
liberated the village for the first time.

The funeral for Bill was held at the Connelly-
McKinley Funeral home in downtown Edmonton.   
The hall was packed with Bill’s family, friends and 
members of the Regiment, the Association and the 
Museum.  The eulogy was given by his nephew who 
claims Bill wrote his own eulogy.  L Col Retired Tom 
Reaume spoke of Bill and his contribution to the 
museum and volunteer work and Sergeant Brendon 
Yuill spoke of his contribution and support to the 
Association.  

Bill’s interment was at St Anthony Cemetery.  It 
was a full military funeral supported by  The Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment with military pall bearers, 
commanded by WO Warren Loewen CD, and a 
Honour Guard/firing party commanded by M Cpl 
Jeffery Harder.  The funeral party was commanded 
by Lt. Jason Pascoe.  Bill received his three volley 
gun salute from the firing party.  Cpl Jarrod Johnson 
played a lament on the pipes and Last Post was 
played by Cpl Leila Flowers.   

The mourners said a final farewell and placed their 
poppies on Bill‘s casket.  Soldiers lined up in pairs 
and saluted Bill one last time.  

Bill Teleske was respected for his service to his 
country and will be missed by his family and his 
many friends.  We will not forget.

Major Mike Fawcett and The RSM, Keith Jacquard took Bill’s 
medals and beret from the casket and presented them to 
Sonny Eddon.  Photos from Chris TombsThe interment at St Anthony’s Cemetary
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BAYDALA, Private Marshall

BAYDALA, Marshall February 2, 1922 - February 11, 
2009 It is with great sadness that we announce the 
passing of Marshall Baydala. Marshall is survived 
by his daughter Brenda Baydala. One sister Olga 
Kuzyk. Nieces Sandra (Bob) Demco; Connie (Gary) 
Killips. Nephews Wayne (Taffy) Kuzyk; Tim (Cindy) 
Baydala; Terry (Denise) Baydala.  Marshall served 
with the LER in World War 2.  He served in Italy 
and Europe.  Was wounded in May 1944.  A Mass 
of Christian Burial was held Thursday, February 
19, 2009 at St. Edmund Roman Catholic Church, 
with Right Reverend Leo Cordeau officiating.  
Interment was at Holy Cross Cemetery.  Donations 
in Marshall’s memory can be made to the Robin 
Hood Association. 
Published in the Edmonton Journal on 2/15/2009

BONE, Howard William

Howard served with the Loyal Edmonton Regiment 
in World War 2 and was a long serving member 
of the Association.  “Those who have passed from 
this world die only when whom they love forget 
them.” On April 9, 2005, Mr. Howard William 
Bone of Edmonton passed away at the age of 86 
years. Survived by his loving wife, Doris; two 
sons and three daughters, Don (Arlene) Bone of 
BC, Rosalind (Jim) Dickey, Dianne LaRose, Jackie 
(Alvin) Ewanchuk, and John Bone, all of Edmonton; 
nine grandchildren; and six great grandchildren. 
Predeceased by his daughter, Marion; parents and 
brothers. Special thanks and sincere gratitude 
to family friend, Evette. Funeral Service was 
Wednesday, April 13 at Park Memorial Chapel.

DEMANCHUK, Private John
 
DEMANCHUK, John.   On October 5, 2009, Mr. John 
Demanchuk of St. Paul passed away at the age 
of 86 years. He is survived by one son and one 
daughter, Dale and Lisa Maureen; three sisters, 

Olga Sadoway, Doris Petersen and Lynn Henniger; 
sister-in-law, Joan Demanchuk; and numerous 
nieces and nephews. He was predeceased by his 
wife, Rosemary in 1980; one son, Roger in 1967; 
parents, Theodore and Tekla Demanchuk; one 
brother, George; two sisters, Anne Sorochan and 
Marie (John) Gardiayash.  John joined the Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment in the last days of fighting in 
Holland.  He was wounded in May 1945.  He then 
volunteered for the Pacific Force.  Funeral service 
was held on, October 9  at Yewchin’s Funeral 
Chapel, St. Paul.  Marie Barr, D.L.M. officiating, with 
interment in Union Cemetery, St. Paul. Published in 
the Edmonton Journal on 10/7/2009

 
COLLINS, Corporal Shaun Robert

COLLINS, Cpl. Shaun Robert 
November 27, 1983 - March 
11, 2011 Shaun Collins of 
Edmonton passed away at the 
age of 27 years. He was born 
November 27, 1983 and his 
life was tragically taken away 
from us far too early.  Shaun will 
always be lovingly remembered 

by his fiancée, Laura Christine Boyd; father, Gary 
Collins (Jennifer Edye); mother, Maureen Collins 
(nee Radix); sister, Stephanie Collins; grandmother, 
Jerry Collier; nephew, Tyrone; numerous aunts, 
uncles, and cousins; as well as his extended and 
Military families.  

Shaun was predeceased by his sister, Shannon.  
Shaun was a proud member of the Canadian 
Military currently serving 1PPCLI  (formerly 
with the L.E.R.’s).  Shaun went to Afghanistan as 
a member of the Force Protection Platoon in TF 
106, March –September 2006.  He returned to 
Afghanistan in 2008 with TF 108.  From there he 
joined the Regular Forces with 1 PPCLI.

A Funeral Service in honour of Shaun was held 
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on Friday, March 18, 2011.  Interment was at 
Beechmount Cemetery.  
Published in the Edmonton Journal on 3/16/2011 

FIDDICK, Private Thomas

FIDDICK, Thomas Llyod January 20, 1923 ~ 
February 14, 2008.   Thomas passed away 
peacefully on Valentine’s Day in the Palliative Care 
Unit of NRGH at the age of 85. Predeceased by his 
loving wife Margaret, sadly missed by his children; 
Mark, Marla, and Randy; grandchildren Jonathan, 
Danielle, Sherri, and Tom; Noreen Weeks and 
family, many nieces, nephews, brothers, and sisters. 
Thomas was born above Granny Taylor’s store in 
South Wellington, BC. He was the seventh child of 
ten born to Dick and Jane Fiddick; (Richard, Johnny, 
Edwin, Bill, Alma, Alice, Dorothy, Shirley, and Ron) 
one of the first pioneering families in Nanaimo. Dad 
served three years overseas with The Edmonton 
Regiment in World War II before returning to the 
island to start his lengthy and successful logging 
career. Thomas absolutely loved his working 
career with his men. After retiring he enjoyed 
holidaying and cruising with Marge, camping with 
his grandchildren and “shooting the bull” with his 
coffee buddies. His family has many fond memories 
of his humorous political opinions and old time 
stories, and his generosity to all.  
Thomas was posted into the Regiment in April of 
1944.  He was hospitalized in June 44 and wounded 
in Dec 44.  He moved with the Regiment to Holland 
in February 1945 where he served until the end of 
the war.  A celebration of Thomas’ life was be held 
on February 21, 2008 at the Royal Canadian Legion, 
Branch 256, 
 

GRAMS, Private Lloyd C.

Mr. Lloyd Grams of Hay Lakes passed away on 
Friday, January 12, 2007 at the age of 82 years. 
Left to cherish his memory is his wife; Lily, his 
children; Lloyd (Doris Ewanchuk) Grams of 

Edmonton, Charlotte (Gerry) Cooper of Edmonton, 
Charlene (Melvin) Selin of East Hay Lakes. Lloyd 
is also survived by his five grandchildren, two 
brothers; Bob (Carol), Lawrence (his special 
friend Frieda), and one sister; Alice. Lloyd was 
predeceased by his parents, brothers; Elmer, 
Herb, and his sisters; Violet and Gertie. Private 
Grams joined the Regiment while it was fighting in 
Holland.  He later volunteered for the Pacific Force.  
Funeral Services were held on Thursday, January 
18, 2007, at Our Savior Lutheran Church in Hay 
Lakes with Reverend Craig Wentland officiating.  
Interment followed in The Wilhelmina Lutheran 
Church Cemetery East Hay Lakes. Published in the 
Edmonton Journal on 1/15/2007.

  
GERHARDT, Private Theodore

 
GERHARDT, Theodore Robert “Ted” April 14, 
1919 - April 11, 2006 Mr. Theodore Gerhardt of 
Spruce Grove passed away at the age of 86 years. 
Ted will be sadly and lovingly missed by his family, 
wife of 60 years, Fern; two sons: Daniel (Lynda) 
and Donald (Debra); two daughters: Sharon 
(Matthew) Masterson and Diana (Wayne) Kuhl; 
eleven grandchildren; fifteen great-grandchildren 
as well as other relatives and friends. Ted was 
predeceased by his parents; six brothers and three 
sisters. A Funeral Service was held on Tuesday, 
April 18, at Parkland Funeral Chapel, with Pastor 
Neil Gordon officiating.  Interment followed in 
Pioneer Cemetery, Spruce Grove.  Published in the 
Edmonton Journal from 4/14/2006 - 4/15/2006.
 

LAMOUREAU, Private Leonard

 LAMOUREUX, Leonard Leonard Stanislas 
Lamoureux, passed away peacefully on September 
18, 2006 at McLennan, AB at the age of 89.  He is 
survived by his dear friend Yvonne, six children, 
Lorraine (Don) Gula, Jeanette (Sloane) Stock, Bella 
Trudel, Fern (Don) Tomlinson, Rita (Ken) Harper, 
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David Lamoureux, 15 grandchildren, and 25 great-
grandchildren, as well as numerous nieces and 
nephews. Leonard was predeceased by his loving 
wife Louise in 1979. He was also predeceased by 
his sisters, Zelia Gustave Lamoureux, Sr. Eugnie 
Lamoureux S.G.M., Auore Brulotte, Louise Ruelle, 
Edna Charrois, and Cicile Hebbel and by his 
brother Leandre. He was also predeceased by his 
great-grandson, Bret Tomlinson.  A viewing was 
held at Wilson’s Funeral Chapel, Lacombe, AB on, 
September 22, 2006. Funeral Mass was held from 
St. Stephen’s Catholic Church, Lacombe, AB on 
Saturday, September 23, 2006.  Interment followed 
at Lacombe Fairview Cemetery.  Published in the 
Edmonton Journal on 9/22/2006.
 

MUTLOW, John S. (Sam) 
 

MUTLOW, John Samuel (Sam) On October 24, 
2008 Sam of Fort Saskatchewan passed away at 
the Fort Saskatchewan Health Centre, at the age of 
88 years. Predeceased by his loving wife Dorothy; 
son Jim; and son-in-law Wayne Turner.  He will 
be dearly missed by daughters Nellie Turner; and 
Dorothy (Jerry) Sichkaryk; son Gordon (Lila); nine 
grandchildren; 12 great-grandchildren; two great-
great-grandchildren; two sisters Edith Quinn and 
Marion (Edwin) Batog; daughter-in-law Sheena; 
also other relatives and friends. Respecting Sam’s 
wishes cremation has taken place and no service 
will be held. His final resting place will be in the 
Fort Saskatchewan Cemetery. Published in the 
Edmonton Journal on 10/26/2008
 

PAULSEN, Warrant	Officer	Ralph	C.	
 
PAULSEN, Ralph Carl Burdette January 10, 1921- 
December 30, 2008.  Also served in the Royal 
Canadian Artillery and the Royal Canadian Navy.  
He joined the Army and The Edmonton Regiment in 
1941.  While serving with the Regiment he fought 
in Italy and NW Europe (Holland).
 It is with sorrow that the family of Ralph 

announces his death at age 87.  He is survived by 
his wife Eileen, children Terry (Leanne), Gordon 
(Judi), Grant (Marlene) and Lorraine Dawe (Rick), 
his grandchildren Shaun (Samantha), Adrienne, 
Nadia, Terri-Leigh Katona (Mike), Andrew (Krista), 
Tim, Ted, Matt, Cathy, Cherie and many great-
grandchildren.  Ralph is from the Ponoka area along 
with deceased siblings Kathleen, Blanche, Ted, 
Frank and surviving brother Don.  He served in the 
Canadian Army in World War 2 with the Edmonton 
Regiment when he and Eileen met and married. 
He also served in the Canadian Navy and worked 
for the N.S. government. He retired to Ontario and 
St. Petersburg Florida.  He, Eileen and numerous 
family members enjoyed many happy winters in 
Florida.  He had many happy memories of friends 
made there.  Family and friends remember his crib 
games, fishing trips, Disney World, sandy beaches 
with dolphins and sharks teeth, his passion for 
golf, climbing roses, harmonica and guitar playing 
and the silliest jokes ever.  A Memorial service was 
held January 9 at Sunnybrook Veterans Hospital, 
Toronto. 
Published in the Edmonton Journal on 1/3/2009

POLHILL, Sergeant William Arthur

POLHILL, William 
Arthur (Bill the 
Postman) March 16, 
1915 - February 20, 
2011 For close to 96 
years this world has 
been better for the 

presence of William Arthur Polhill who passed 
peacefully away on February 20, 2011.  Sergeant 
Polhill served with the Regiment in World War 
two.  He is pictured in the Colour Party in England 
when the Regiment received its new colours.  He 
participated in the Spitsbergan raid in 1942.  There 
are many photographs showing William on his 
motorcycle in England and Italy.   He was wounded 
in Italy in 1944. Remaining to celebrate his life are 
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beloved wife June (Cameron), daughters Sandra 
and Wendy, as well as many whose hearts and 
funnybones he touched. William is predeceased 
by his parents Arthur and Elizabeth (Neale) of 
Leicestershire, England; sister Clara Coghlan 
of Saskatoon, Saskatchewan; and many dear 
friends both human and furred. Our thanks to the 
paramedics, hospital staff (ER and Unit 53) at the 
Grey Nuns who made his last walk comfortable 
and who, so kindly, supported family members. 
A memorial will be announced at a future date. 
Published in the Edmonton Journal on 2/27/2011

 SMYTHE, Harold Boyce 

Harold(Boyce) Smythe announce his passing at the 
Central Care Home in Victoria, BC on January 6, 
2011. Harold is survived by his two sisters Peggy 
Hart and Geraldine Johnson. Boyce leaves behind 
his caring and loving wife of 63 years Margaret 
(Peggy) Smythe; four wonderful children, Peggy 
Bordeleau (Stephane), Maureen Askey, Colin 
Smythe (Lorraine) and Larry Smythe (Chantal). 
Harold was fond of all his fabulous grandchildren 
Chris, J.P., Angela, Shone, Donyne, Cory, Tyler and 
Loralee and four great grandchildren Skyla, Colton, 
Hayley and Royce. Harold served in WWII with the 
Loyal Edmonton Regiment and later with the U.N. 
Peacekeeping Force. He shared the Nobel Peace 
Prize and was recipient of the Peacekeeper’s Medal 
for his service in Egypt. His qualities as a man, 
husband and father made him special to all who 
came to know him. Harold was a real role model 
and a gentleman in every way. He will be missed 
by all. A funeral service was held in Esquimalt 
on January 12, 2011.  He was interned at Royal 
Oak Burial Park. The family would like to pass on 
their heart filled thanks to the staff at Central Care 
Home, especially the second floor caregivers. Also 
to Pastor Glen and Peter Jones for their spiritual 
visits. Thanks also to Cora and son Jerry Harris of 
the Legion for their faithful weekly visits. Published 
in the Victoria Times-Colonist on 1/9/2011

TAPLIN, Sergeant Lester E. J. 

My father-in-law, Lester E. J. Taplin, served with the 
LER during the Second World War, including time at 
Ortona, Italy (where he just escaped death - the tank 
he had been in just hours earlier was shelled and its 
crew died).  He was also with the Regiment when it 
received its colours in England - we have a picture 
of that day, with him part of the colour guard.  My 
mother-in-law, Wilma, served with the Wormen’s 
Army Corps (albeit originally underage) during the 
war as well. They met and married in Edmonton, 
where their first son (my husband, Brock) was born.

THOMAS, Private John W.
 
THOMAS, John “Jack” William June 9, 1923 - August 
7, 2008 John “Jack” William Thomas, beloved 
husband of Doreen Thomas of Calgary, passed 
away on August 7, 2008 at the age of 85 years.  Jack 
is survived by his beloved wife Doreen; Gary and 
Carla Decker; grandchildren, Jared and Danielle 
Decker; Jim and Bonnie Angstandt; Bill and Betty 
Seatter; Lorne and Rhoda Phipps; Don and Loretta 
Boyce; and by numerous nieces and nephews. Jack 
will be lovingly remembered by all who knew him.  
A celebration of Jack’s life was held at McINNIS 
& HOLLOWAY’S Fish Creek Chapel on August 13, 
2008. Published in the Calgary Herald on 8/9/2008
 

WALFORD, Carl Herbert

WALFORD, Carl Herbert On Tuesday, June 5, 
2007, Carl Walford passed away at the age of 
97 years. Survived by his loving family: son Carl 
Herbert (Carol); daughter Diane (Bill) Hodgson; 
grandchildren: Cindy (Ramon) Martel, Murray 
(David) Walford, Debra (Chris) Van Hees, Sharon 
(Vern) Tone, Colleen (Steve) Hanson, Daniel 
Walford, Robert (Debbie) Hodgson, Joanne (Greg) 
Anderson, Jeanne Kinzel, Janet Hodgson, great-
grandchildren: Keleigh Larson, Brandon Freeman, 
Sean Walford, Jessica Van Hees, Krista and Scott 
Hanson, Cheryl and David Hodgson, Willie and Greg 
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Jr. Anderson, Jacquie Gunderson, Kelly Todd, Keith 
and Katie Foley; and great-great-grandchildren: 
Kyle and Natara Lawson, Benjamin Gunderson, 
Dailyanna and Sianna Foley. Predeceased by his 
wife Irene in 1993 and grandson Carl in 2006. 
Funeral Service will be Monday, June 11, 2007 at 
11:00 a.m. at Calvary Community Church, 8704 
Millwoods Road with Pastor O.J. Zerbin officiating. 
Interment was in South Haven Cemetery.  

WILSON, Captain Warren

Served in World War 2. Died in Gibbons Alberta in 
respect and sadness that the family of September 
2009. 

YOUNG, Private Jack
 
YOUNG  Jack Young, went to be with his Lord and 
Saviour, surrounded by his loving family at the 
Red Deer Regional Hospital Centre on Thursday, 
March 16, 2006 at the age of 84 years. Jack was 
born on December 23, 1921 at Swalwell, Alberta to 
Ernest and Florence Young and raised in Swalwell 
by his Uncle Ian and Auntie Clara MacLennan. He 
joined the Loyal Edmonton Regiment in 1942 and 
served until 1945, when he received an Honourable 
Discharge to the Colonel Belcher Hospital in 
Calgary, Alberta.  Jack returned to the Swalwell 
Area until venturing to Red Deer in 1949 looking 
for work.  In the fall of 1949, he met and then 
married Marjorie Webb.  Jack was very active in 
the Moose Lodge, where he held many positions 
and honours.  He had a heart of gold and a sense 
of humour to match his personality. Jack will 
be very sadly missed but lovingly remembered 
and forever cherished in the hearts of his family 
and dear friends. Jack leaves to mourn his loss, 
his loving wife of fifty-six years, Marjorie, sons, 
Douglas (Karen), Hal (Teresa), daughter-in-law, 
Brenda (Stephen) Burridge, son, Darren (Julie) and 
daughter, Patti (Ken) Soley, grandchildren, Nadine 
(Blaine), Tyler, Ian, Jami, Michael, Katy, Codi, 
Samantha, Stevie, Kyle, Robert, Kristen and Dirk 

and great grandchildren, Logan, Darian and Lucas.  
He will also be sadly missed by his brother, Stan of 
Three Hills, Alberta, as well as numerous nieces, 
nephews, extended family and a lifetime of dear 
friends. Jack was predeceased by his parents, his 
adoptive parents, two sons, Gregory in 1971 and 
Lyle in 1993 and his brothers and sister, Roy, Alfred, 
Annie, May, Daisy and James. A Public Celebration 
of Jack’s Life was held at Sunnybrook United 
Church, Red Deer, Alberta.

Please let us know if you find an obituary of a fallen 
Eddie.  Perhaps a photo to go along with a short 
story on his involvement with the Eddion.

Vermilion Cadets raise $5000 for  
Wounded Soldiers

Edmonton Journal 28 April 2010

Army Cadet in Vermilion have donated $5000 to 
help soldiers wounded in Afghanistan.

Members of the Royal Canadian Army Cadet Corps 
presented a cheque to the Loyal Edmonton Regi-
ment Association.  That money was passed on to 
the Wounded Warriors Charity that assists injured 
soldiers.  The 30 cadets, all between 12 and 16 
years old, asked the Vermilion area businesses to 
donate items to raise the money.   

Part of the training of cadets, in fact, the primary 
goal is to build good citizens, “ said Doug Jordan, 
the cadet’s training officer.  “The cadets had a few 
choices of who they wanted to raise money for and 
they chose injured soldiers.  In that area, every little 
bit helps.”

One thousand dollars, Jordan pointed out, is 
enough to buy a motorized Segway for a soldier 
with limited mobility.

From 2002 to 2009, 1442 Canadian soldiers were 
injured in Afghanistan.
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