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newspapers defend freedom of speech
It's easv to forget that not all people in the world
enjoy the freedom of speech we have in Canada.
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Newspapers exercise and defend this right daily on
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In The Name
of Freedom
The men and women of the 49th Battalion are in the
annals of history as protectors of freedom and the memories of
your glorious battles fought for these basic principles are linked
forever with humanity.
On behalf of the Aldermen, the Commissioners and the
citizens of Edmonton, i am happy to take this opportunity to
extend congratulations and best wishes to the 49th Battalion, in
this your sixty-second year of service.
Our wish is that your spirit of comradeship which is an
example to all, continue in good health and happiness.

Sincerely,
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From the Trendies of World "War 1
The following was sent to the "Lounger" by a
man in the trenches "somewhere in France" when
he heard Alberta had voted "Dry".
I suppose we are a lot of heathens
Don't live on the angel plan
But we're sticking it here in the trenches
And doing the best we can.
While preachers over in Canada
Who rave about Kingdom Come
Ain't pleased with our ability
And are wanting to stop our rum.
Water, they say^, would be better
Water; great scott! out here?
We're up to our knees in water
Do they think we're standing in beer.
Oh it sounds all right from a pulpit
When you sit in a cusliioned pew
But try four days in the trenches
And see how water will do.
They haven't the heart to say thank you
For fighting on their behalf
W. D. "BILL" SMITH

Perhaps they object to our smoking
Perhaps it's a fault to laugh.

Comrades:
After chairing my first reunion banquet may
I say how pleased 1 was with the turn out. Dim
memories take on a new lustre when you can sit
down and talk over old times with good friends.
There were a lot of miles travelled collectively
and I was especially pleased with the effort of
Steve Henke from Whitehorse and Bill Rendall
from Vancouver Island @ not to mention Father
Mike O'Niel from Regina. Many new faces showed
up again this year. Bob Kennedy looks the same
as he did when he was herding our platoon jeep.
I would like, on behalf of all members, to thank
Past President Wakefield for the work he has done
for our Association during his Chairmanship. Keith
is a worker and under his direction the Association
has flourished. I know he will be my right hand
during my term of office. Thanks Keith.
We are having our picnic on July 30th boys,
so make an effort to get in.
Best regards,
W. D. "BILL" SMITH.

Some of those coffee faced blighters
I think must be German bred
It's time they called in a doctor
For it's water they have in the head.
This little gem was found by Andy Parnham
in the trenches in 1916.
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An Open Letter to All Association Members
An open letter to all Association members
from Wally McVee and Stan Chettleborough, your
Magazine Committee.
At long last we are finally getting around to
writing a few line's on a few subjects that have
been on our minds for a number of years. The
reason we have not done this sooner is that we
have been hoping that we would never have to
write what is about to follow.
First, we would like to give you an outline of
the last few years, 14 to be exact. In 1957, at a
General Meeting, we offered to take over the duties
of the Magazine Committee and to see that the
1958 Mag was put. out and to look after things
until a new Magazine Committee could be elected.
Neither one of us had any experience in writing
stories, gathering news or selling ads or in the
dozens of other chores connected with putting out
a magazine. Now, 14 years later, we are still holding 'the fort waiting for a Magazine Committee' to
be formed.
At the last General Meeting, in November 1971,
we gave notice of our desire and intention of resigning the position on 'the Magazine Committee
after we had completed and put out the 1972 issue,
our fifteenth effort. We suggested at this meeting
that a new Committee be formed. We figured that
after 14 years our temporary position should be
taken over by some new people. In the last 14
years your Executive members have been changed
several times, but we stayed on. For the first few
years it wasn't 'too bad and we rather enjoyed it
once we got onto the various tasks involved in
putting out a magazine. We could have, as did a
lot of other members, when approached to hold
various positions, declined nomination to the position
of Mag Editors, but we thought we had something
going that was beneficial to all members and it
gave us a feeling of usefulness and pride to see the
Mag come out in continuity year after year. We
were, as far as we know, instrumental in keeping
alive the oldest Military Association magazine in
existence. It was as if we were a connecting link
between all our members, both old and young.
Our Regiment was such that never had one
member let another down, that we were a bunch
that pulled together and who were one for all and
all for one. The above statement is without doubt
true and held true all during the days of both
wars. Sad but true also, this sticking together
@thing all fell apart during the intervening peaceful
years. Do'n't get me wrong when we say this, as
we know a lot of you will be hasty to deny this
and. will cite the spirit and good time's that prevailed at dances, picnics, reunions, etc. So we did,
a damn small bunch of us. But by and large, the
greatest number of our old comrades take the attitude that now the war years are over, they are no
longer called upon to show that old spirit of to-

getherness. This is their choice. If they do not
want to attend banquets, etc., or hold membership
in the Association, fine and dandy. These men that
are of 'this opinion have at least made their stand
and we know that we can expect no help from them.
Now what about the rest of you that have
thought otherwise, you that have kept up your
membership and attended banquets and so on. Do
you consider that this is all that is required of you,
and that you have done your bit by paying $2.00 for
your membership card? You may think so, but we
don't. We believe that there are only two reasons
for belonging to' any organization. One reason is
because of what it can do for you. But equally
important is to ask what you can do for it. To
break this down, let us state what the Association
can do for you. We arrange get-togethers for the
purpose of meeting old comrades once in a while;
we can go through various forms of ceremony to
keep some of our tradition alive, and to try to put
out a magazine to keep you informed of the fact
that so and so is now doing 'this, or that, so and so
now lives in such and such a place or that some of
our old comrades have passed away. The Association can do little more for you.
Now as to what. you can do for the Association.
First off, just keep on being a member and try,
when talking to other comrades, to get them interested enough to take out memberships. A lo't of
you, I'm sure. were responsible for getting a lot of
other men to join up in your neighborhood or
district. I'm sure a lot of you helped talk your
school friends or workmates into joining when you
did. If I am right and this was, so, surely you can
now approach some of these same fellows into
taking out a membership in the Association. Also,
I'm sure a lot of you could take a few minutes out
of each twelve months and drop the Magazine Committee a few lines to let us know how the world
is treating you and yours, what's new in your part
of the world, old comrades you may have run into,
who is sick, and in general anything that would be
of interest to those who read the magazine. A lot
of people in Edmonton do not get out in the country
any oftener than some people from the country
get into Edmonton. This then is our only means of
communication. It does not have' to be earth shattering news, just a "hello" or a letter to the Editor
or some jotting of an incident that comes to mind
once in a while.
It amazes us to think that a Regiment that
recruited to full strength so fast in time of war,
not once but twice, that so many hundreds of men
from so many different parts of the country and
so many walks of life and men of so many different
temperaments could unite into such a true'ly great
Regiment and exhibit the great spirit that they did,
cannot now, when 'times are so much easier, show
a little of that same spirit by becoming members
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of our Association. Why can't we stick together
now in times of peace as we did in times of war?
Our contention is that our Association is a way of
binding all our old Comrades together, and our
magazine a way of furthering that bond of friendship that existed. Without your membership, our
organization will die, and v^ithout 'the magazine, it
will die faster.
Now we come full cycle in this article. As we
started out to say, Wally and I, we think it time
for us to pack it up. This may sound contradictory,
asking you to support the magazine with your
articles and then telling you that we are wanting
to quit. We do not consider it so. What we are in
fact saying is that we do need you and all the help
you can give the Association and the magazine. We
are also saying that possibly we have just run out
of steam. We've used up all our ideas, run out of
ways to rephrase old articles, run out of pleas for
your help in sending us material and just possibly
run out of faith in getting much support. Please
then, go along with our idea of electing a new
Magazine Committee. When you have done this,
don't quit, but start to snow them under with news
and stories. Help them to put out magazines in the
future the like of which has never been seen. We
won't be jealous. We still feel, as stated before, that
we had a feeling of usefulness and pride in seeing
to it that the magazine got out to you once a year.
Our continuity has not been broken and we charge

There's
None Finer
tor a
Forty-Niner
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His message:
Edmonton district lost an interesting link to the
First World "War story last week with 'the death of
Ardrossan farmer Earl N. Thurston, 75.
Mr. Thurston, original member of the old 49th
Battalion (he joined Jan. 1, 1915), v/as the Canadian
Army headquarters signaller on duty when the
order was 'transmitted to cease fire at 1100 horn's
11 November 1918. In his papers, according to retired city dentist Dr. Gordon Thurstoii, is a copy of
the famous dispatch.
Earl Thurston began his working days with the
old Grand Trunk Railway. His interest in telegraphy
drew him into the 49-ers' signals section and from
there he was posted to headquarters duty.
He was a keen baseball player and played overseas on "Deacon" White's army team; back home in
1920-21 he was a star with the GWVA (Great War
Veterans' Association) nine.
Earl left the railway in 1950 and took up farming near Ardrossan. He had been in poor health
for the last 10 years. The funeral was held Monday
from Ardrossan United Church.
________________________March 12, 1971
you all to see that it never is. We've enjoyed much
of the last 14 years and we will still do' much in
the way of contributing what stories we can. This
will be our effort. Now, how about the rest of
you guys?

Royal Canadian Leg
EDMONTON MONTGOMERY BRANCH
No. 24

COMRADESHIP, UNITY,
SERVICE

The Legion needs you today@
You may need the Legion tomorrow*

GAINERS' SUPERIOR
HAMS, BACON, SAUSAGE

They Served 'Til Death @
Why Not We?

AND COOKED MEATS
4:23-2445

10030 -103 Ave.
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THURSTON, Earl Newton@On March 4th, 1971,
services were held for Mr. Thurston of Edmonton,
from the Ardrossan United Church. He was 75
years of age and was the- duty signaller for the Bn.
when the "cease fire" came in 1918.
SIMS, Major Donald Campbell Rae @ Funeral services for Don Sims were held at St. Luke's Anglican
Church, Edmonton, on April 10, 1971. He was 63
years old and came to Edmonton in 1909 from
Winnipeg.

ilaat }in5t

WHITESIDE, Baden R., D.C.M., M.M. @ Funeral
services we're held in the Baptist Church at Innisfail for Mr. Whi'teside who was a long time resident
of Penhold. He passed away in the Col. Belcher
Hospital at Calgary on Jan. 16, 1971. He was 70
years of age and a veteran of two wars.
WALDEN, Samuel George@Funeral services for
Mr. Samuel Waldon of 9214 -122 St., Edmonton,
were held at St. Paul's Catholic Church, Edmonton,
on Jan. 19th, 1971. He was 78 years of age.
TRONNES, Harry P.@Funeral services were held
at the Garden Chapel, Calgary, for Mr. Tronnes of
1049 -1 Ave. N.W.. Calgary. He came 'to Canada in
1906 and lived in the Camrose district before moving to Calgary. He was 64 years old.
PHELAN, John Francis@Funeral services were
held at Connelly-McKinley Ltd. of Edmonton on the
10th of June for Mr. Phelan who was 61 years old.
He resided at 10235 -117 St., Edmonton.
BURNS, Clias. William (Scotty) @Funeral services
were held Feb. 18th, 1971, for the former Scotty
Burns of 12519 -125 St. He was a native of Scotland and was 62 years old.
WALLACE, William Gordon @ Funeral services
were held for the former Bill Wallace of 7530 - 111
Ave., Edmonton, from the Foster & McGarvey
Funeral Chapel on Sept. 3, 1971.
KNIGHT, Percy James @ Funeral services were
held for Percy Knight on April 13, 1972, from the
Foster & McGarvey Funeral Chapel, Edmonton. He
resided at 5907 -123. Ave., Edmonton,
MERRIT, George @ Funeral services for Mr. George
Merrit were held on Nov. 8 in Edmonton.
RITCHIE, Daniel Taylor@Funeral services for Mr.
Ritchie, who passed away Oct. 5, 1971, were held
in Edmonton from the Foster & McGarvey Funeral
Chapel in Edmonton.
HATTON, Arthur E.@On October 30, 1971, Mr.
Arthur Hatton, formerly of Tofield and lately of
the Veterans' Home in Edmonton, passed away.
Services were held at the Holy Trinity Church,
Edmonton.
SERVICE, Horace @ Services for Mr. Service were
held in B.C. in March 1971. He was formerly of
Edmonton.

WALLACE, Malcolm@Funeral services for Mr.
Malcolm Wallace were held in Regina on April 23rd.
He was 54 years old at the time of passing.

PELLETIER, W.@Funeral services were held in
Red Deer on the 27th of July. He was 54 years old.
SWEENEY, John@On January 16th services for
the late Jock Sweeney were held at St. Joseph's
Cathedral, Edmonton. He was 64 years old.
KYLE, Kenneth Arthur@Funeral services for the
late Ken Kyle were held at Foster & McGarvey
Funeral Chapel in Edmonton on June 22, 1971.
DUNCAN, William W. @ Sendees for Mr. William
Duncan were held in Kimberley, B.C.
GILCHRIST, Thomas @ Service's were held in Berwyn, Alberta, for Mr. Thomas Gilchrist, aged 90.
STAMP, Arthur @ Funeral services were held Dec.
24th, 1971, for Mr. Arthur Stamp of Edmonton
from the Andrews-McLaughlin Funeral Chapel,
Edmonton.
SAMIS, Will Walter @ On Friday, October 8, 1971,
funeral services were held at the Nunn and Thomsons Funeral Chapel in Vancouver for Mr. Will
Samis, 70.
DALY, Artlmr Vincent @ Funeral services were
held for Mr. Arthur Daly from the Foster & McGarvey Funeral Chapel in Edmonton on the 15th
of March, 1971.
KNIGHT, Arthur Albert@Services were held in
Edmonton on June 28, 1971, for Mr. Arthur Knight.
NEWCOMBE, Charles @ Services were held in Calgary on July 6 for Mr. Charles Newcombe.
EDGINTON, Gordon Lovell@Services were held
in Oyama, B.C., for Mr. Gordon Edginton, aged
81 years.
McQUARRIE, John Charles @ Services for Mr. John
McQuai-rie, age 82, we're held in Victoria, B.C.
HENDERSON, Col. W. W. @ Funeral services were
held in Pincher Creek for Col. Henderson, age 80.
Col. Henderson came to Canada from Ireland in
1908. He served with the Bn. in the First War and
again in 1942 commanded "A" Coy of the 49th.
DILLEY, F. G.@World War I Veteran, passed
away at the Col. Belcher Hospital in Calgary at
the age of 82. Funeral services were held at Foster
Funeral Chapel, Calgary.
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Where Is My Wandering Boy?
^^^^^^, PARKER, William M.
^^^^^^ @Bill writes to tell us
y^^^^^r^ that the last copy he re^^^^^rW ceived of the Mag was
^^^^^^^^^ To answer your question
^^^^^^^^'
Bill, the Association is
/<^^^^^^^^y
still in existence but
/l^^^^^^r^; /
barely so. How about
(^^^^^^^/J f
more letters and we can
^^g^^^^//
answer them anyway
^^^^^j^.^
and let everyone know
^\\ ^^^'^^^^ y011 are s^1^ around.
X'^9@^^^^' Bil1 writes Irom 3159
'"ljF[
Shellbourne St., Victoria,
MUNDY, D. B.@Tells us that he got a copy of the
Mag from Don Jacquest, so has rejoined the boys.
Lives at Oakley Farms, R.R. 3, Carp, Ont.
MURREL, Sid@Sid, who lives in Surrey, B.C.,
stopped in the city on his way from Saskatchewan
where he was visiting friends.
HADDON, Harry @ Harry, who is retired from
the C.N.R. and lives in Perry Sound, was in the
city and stopped in to see Bill Hogg at the Soldiers'
Pavilion.
LONG, J. A.@Writes to tell us that he was a
Fortyniner and wants to be put on the list. He
lives in Hines Creek, Box 113.
SEAGER, G.@Well George, you are now a member of one of the only Regimental Associations in
existence. And if I may say so, the best! You say
you were with A Coy so someone is sure to remember you. Write us a little note about some of
the things you remember and revive past memories
in some of your old buddies. George writes from
Orilla, Ont., 10 George St.
DUNCAN, Georg-e@Well George, welcome 'to the
great family of Fortyniners once again. We sure
are glad you read that ad in the Legion Mag@
now you will get one of your own which, we hope,
will be closer to home. You are now a member and
for two dollars you can remain one. How about a
few little stories, good or bad, that you remember
about the good old days. George writes from
Dahinda, Sask., Box 2.
WOOD, R. A.@A letter from Wood tells us that
he was at the Fiftieth and was a little disappointed.
He was in 11 Pit, and now lives in Shellbrook,
Sask. Come again and you won't be disappointed.
JONES, Cec@We received a letter from Cec (reprinted in this copy) but he hails from Willowdale,
Ontario, and is looking for his Mag@it will be
there Cec, come hell or high water.
McCARVILEE, C. A.@I think I got the spelling
right (I hope). He writes from Revelstoke and
wishes one and all well.

CAINE, Martin@We all know about you Martin
and congrats. He sends along a donation and we
thank him and I hope he lives to be another Ninetytwo. Martin comes from Prince George . . . I'll
have to try that climate.
MATHESON, Alex @ He sends along dues and tells
us that he has been working at the same job for
'the last 16 years. Take a holiday Alex and come
see some of us in the big city. Alex lives in Cadomin.
SEHLIN, Tommy@Well, Tommy is no' stranger to
us as he keeps us pretty well informed in what he
is doing. He still lives in Wetaskiwin and does get
to the odd reunion at which everyone is glad to
see him.
COLBECK, Art C. @ Art comes from that little
place to the south of Edmonton @ Calgary by name
@but nevertheless we sure like to hear from you
fellows in the banana belt. If you like to keep in
touch Art, the best way is to write letters and we
will pass them on @ you never know who is going
to read them.
PHILLIPS, F. J.@Thanks for your kind wishes
for the banquet and you were sorely missed by one
and all. Although Westlock is not far, some times
other things than miles are longer distances. Keep
in touch and maybe some day soon we will get to
see you.
The following are the Memberships paid by C.
Whelan for the Boys of the "Mighty Peace" . . .
Vie Lawrence, Rycroft; Bill Purvis, Hythe; Chris
Thompson. Grande Prairie; Mike Antonio, Hythe;
Bob Cruickshank, Hythe; Jimmy Roland, Central
Park Lodge, Grande Prairie.

BERNIE STANTON
REED, SHAW, OSLEB LTD.
Phone 429-484:1
101. Mercantile Bidg.

Edrnonton, Alberta

WOOD, MOIR, HYDE & ROSS
Phone 424-0071
700 Chancery Hall

Edmonton

M, I. FRIEDMAN, Q.C.

rR.C.A.S.C.)
Edmonton
Phone 424-2166
FRIEDMAN (R.C.A.S.C.), LIEBERMAN,
NEWSON, SIPIN, CAFFARO & HEFFERNAN

102 Mercantile Building
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Andy and His Squeeze Box

POPS AND GRANDPOPS
AND GREAT GRANDPOPS
SMITH, W. D.@Bill writes to tell us that his
daughter Carol, now Mrs. D. Taylor, was the proud
mother of a daughter: Kimberly Anne. This is Bill's
first. I have four. How about some of you other
guys @ someone must have grandchildren.
with a wonderful family, a son and daughter. Our
daughter lives in Chase, B.C. The boy, Douglas,
lives in Calgary and is well known in musical circles.
1939-1940 @ NOW KNOWN AS M16420

At the annual meeting of the Association held
at Ortona Barracks November 21, 1971, the main
discussion was about the Mag, to the effect that
unless we get behind Wally and Stan the Mag is
doomed@perish the thought.
The following is my contribution at the risk of
being too personal. I thought a little story about
Andy Parnham, after 86 years on this old earth,
60 of them as an Edmontonian, might be of interest
@combined with a little history of the Pamham
name in Scottish history and what happened.
My grandfather was born in Nottingham and
crossed into Scotland at an early age. There he met
Janet Laurie whose aunt was the famous Annie
Laurie from the song of the same name. From that
day the name of Parnham came into being in Scotland. My father was one of nine Pamhams of this
union. He met and married Isobelle Ritchie of
Greenock. From this union came the Parnham we
all know as "Andy", that was on November 27th,
1888. There were two boys and three girls from
this union. In 1911 it was farewell to Bonnie Scotland and I arrived in Montreal, boarded a train
immediately for Edmonton, arriving here in October. I was able to get a job right away with
Burnham Electric: my first job was the new
McCauley School.

When war was declared this time, Norman
Moffat and I went straight to the Prince of Wales
Armoury and enlisted. I passed Dr. Weinlos with
flying colors in my second medical. The late Kenny
Hamilton could find nothing wrong so he said,
"How old are you?". I told a little white lie and he
knew it but passed me anyhow. I was posted to
"E" Coy @ Archie Greene was looking for a batman, I got the job. When we arrived in "Morval"
barracks Archie Greene, Bob Pell and Alan McDonald shared the same quarters. The first night
there @ boy, it was cold @ Jack Hogan and I
doubled up two blankets below five on top. Don't
get any ideas. (Editor's note: That's where the
$%$%$ blankets went, aye.)
The following are jottings from my diary, all
dates 1940:
Jan. 4th @ Four day pass to London, met an
old friend from Scotland.
Jan. 24th@Inspected by the King.
Jan. 25th @ Heard a Frenchman toast the Immortal Bard. Officers really jazzing it up.
Jan. 29th @ Snowing very hard, worst storm in
sixty years.
April 10th@Bn. left for Norway.
April 26th @ The Bn. arrives back at Morval
escorted by the 48th Highlanders. I thought to myself, many a mile I marched with those pipes.
June 20th until July 26th@With the RECCE.
July 29th@Admitted to Bramshot.
Returned to Edmonton Oct. 1940.
Discharged Nov. 1940 back to ciwie street.

A. C. NICHOLLS ("HQ" AND "A" COY. L.E.R.)

1914-1918 @ NOW KNOWN AS 437649
Enlisted with the 51st in 1915. Arrived in
Britain April 1916, Shipped to France April 16@
sent as reinforcement to the 48th Highlanders. Got
a "Blighty" on the Somme Sept. 1916, hospitalized
in England. Rejoined unit in early 1918, carried on
till the finish, returned to Edmonton May 1919.
In Sept. 1922 married a Scottish lass from
Glasgow by the name of Nellie Morrison. We have
had a wonderful life together and have been blessed

AUTOMOBILE FINANCING

GENERAL - LIFE - AUTO
INSUEANCE
650 One Thornton Court Phone 423-3481
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Last Post. Report was not submitted separately.

GENERAL MEETINGIt is partly covered in the preceding report. Note
The Annual General Meeting was held in the
Ortona Armouries on Sunday, 21st November, 1971.

that tlie new executive must arrange a chairman
for this committee.

The meeting was called to order by President
K. F. Wakefield at 1105 hours with 24 members
present. All observed a one minute silence in honour
of fallen comrades.

Magazine Report from S. Chettleborough. The
committee have nothing prepared for the proposed
new issue, nothing has been received from the
members at large and they are discouraged regarding continuation. General discussion led to a motion
that we distribute nothing more than a circular
letter this year, but this was finally withdrawn
when the present committee offered to complete the
current issue of the magazine by the end of January
1972. Suggestions for the new7 committee members
that will have to be appointed are: More committee
activity, have regular contacts, give news assignments to Colonel Piasta of the militia regiment,
with length of article and picture requirements outlined. Similar assignment to Ed Morris who can
obtain information and items of interest, from cadet
groups across the country. All committee chairmen
should also keep in touch and advise on news items.
It was agreed that a house printed news sheet and
an explanatory letter advising all members of the
need for news co-operation would be distributed at
the annual banquet. Carried.

The minutes of the last general meeting were
read and adopted on a motion by the Secretary, R.
N. Craven, seconded by Ron Bowen. Carried.
The Treasurer's Report was presented by the
Treasurer, B. Olson, seconded by D. Hempstock.
It was suggested the treasurer should follow up on
some delinquent accounts@including the Vancouver
Branch of the Association for unpaid magazines.
Carried.
Hospital Report. Report submitted by E. Robbins
showed six 49'ers in the Veterans' Home:
100701
Harry Johnson
269637
R. Johnstone
4420
H. Phalpempm
432814
Wm. Wallace
905124
J. Edmonton
M.14751
L. Holmes
and two others had died@these are:
Allan Ford
M.15973
Raymond Gray M.588500

THE PLACE TO SHOP FOR
ALL YOUR MEN'S WEAR
NEEDS ... IS

VAL BERG'S MEN'S
WEAR LTD.
Featuring- the Famous Slater Shoes

Two Stores to Serve You
DOWNTOWN AND SOUTHGATE

The

Membership Report. Moved by B. Olson and
seconded by H. Bowzailo, shows we have 226 regular members, 54 life members and three associate
members@a drop of 25 from previous year. Carried.
The President's Report submitted by K. F.
Wakefield in written form. Mentioned that the
annual banquet had been arranged for for the 8th
January, 1972, at the Montgomery Legion. He asked
members for their ideas on future activities with
the suggestion the incoming executive take this
matter under advisement. He thanked all members
for past help and participation, and closed by
tendering his resignation. (Written report follows.)
Acceptance of the report was moved and carried.
Major K. Stevenson spoke on behalf of Colonel
E. Piasta, O.C. 4th Battn. P.P.C.L.I., and mentioned
the Battalion as having been very active recently,
had week-end 'training schemes and jump training
with the Canadian Airborne Regiment as well. They
have nine exercises planned for the coming year,
which will include winter indoctrination courses and
unarmed combat training. He mentioned that many
changes are taking place, one of these being the
replacement of the familiar battle dress with what
is known as combat clothing.

Royal Canadian Legion
Edmonton (No. 175) Branch
*
KINGSWAY
*
WELCOME TO ALL 49ers

Under new business, a letter was read from
Colonel E. Piasta, advising that a new caretaker
had been installed at Camp Harris. His name is R.
Orchard. He also washed to know whether the
Association was still interested in providing a $500
scholarship to a deserving militia student. This
matter is to be taken up by the incoming executive.
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SPECIAL THANKS

The election of officers followed@
President@W. Smith
1st Vice-President @ S. Chettleborough
2nd Vice-President@C. Whelan
Treasurer@B. Olson
Secretary @ R. Craven
Hospital Committee@E. Robbins

The Editor,
The Fortyniner.
Dear Sir,

J. Birmingham
Magazine Committee @
Members to be appointed by incoming
executive at first meeting.
Last post@
B. Morrison suggested by K. F. Wakefield.
The member was absent but will be contacted.
The incoming president, W. Smith, took the
chair, thanked K. F. Wakefield for his untiring
efforts on our behalf in the past, and moved a vote
of thanks. Carried Unanimously.
Motion to adjourn by D. Hempstock at 13.15
hours.
R. CRAVEN, Secretary.

I have been receiving and reading the Fortyniner since 1935 and find myself periodically going
through past issues for bits and pieces of information or confirmation of a half-remembered point.
I must apologize to you and your staff for not
having written a word of thanks and appreciation
before now for all the effort that goes into the
making of such a fine magazine.
Thank you for the many pleasant hours I have
and have had in reading each issue and in doing
so, reminiscing and keeping track of old friends
and acquaintances. I think the Fortyniner ranks
amongst the finest of this type of publication; it
keeps people in touch who would not otherwise be
informed of each other's comings and goings; and
it would surely be missed if it did not arrive.
Special thanks to Stan Chettleborough, Wally
McVee and an those who expend their efforts and
talents to. provide us with our own news magazine,
the Fortyniner.
Sincerely,
E. H. (Moses) Morris

PRESIDENT'S REPORT
1971 has been a year of minimal activity
principally because a number of our activities in
1970 attracted minimal participation.
I have had several inquiries about additional
activities and I trust that the 1972 Executive will
develop an acceptable program.
The Annual Banquet held at the Montgomery
Legion in January 1971 was an unqualified success
with a very large 'turnout. Arrangements have been
made to hold the 1972 Banquet at the same place
on the 8th of January, 1972.
You will have seen from the other reports that
the Association has ongoing health financially and
that all committees have meritoriously discharged
their responsibilities, I believe in the ensuing year
that our association with the continuing Militia
Battalion should be fostered and that a program
for our support of the Battalion should be worked
out with the Commanding Officer, LieutenantColonel E. Fiasta.
During the year, the job of caretaker at Camp
Harris was placed with Mr. Robert Orchard and I
believe that this Regimental property is in good
hands.
I have enjoyed my year as President, albeit, that
the requirements were not onerous. I wish to thank
all of the other members of the Executive for
carrying out their jobs so well.
Thank you.
Yours very truly,
K. F. WAKEFIELD,
President.

M15519

TO ALL 49ers

^wetc^ta
Alberta Command, The Royal Canadian
Legion Invites all Veterans to join with us
and ensure that the Legion remains the foremost organization in the world and the true
voice of the Veteran.

FROM THE

Royal Canadian Legio

Alberta Provincial Command

"D" COY - ALDERSHOT - APRIL 1940
Front row, left to right@Weaver, Hansen, Blackwood, Longhurst, Smith, Baker, Rufiy. Carter, Bury, Backman, Ferguson, Bryant, Flynn, Stone, Aby, Gower, Kellaway.
2nd row@Parker, Todd, Antonio, P. Morris, Stady, Sykes, ..-.?..-., House, C. Paul, Sam|Brock, Mills, Cruickshank, Fife, McDonald, Mitchell, F. Scott, Cunningham, Johnston.
3rd row@Rollins, Alldred, Ryon, McKenzie, Sullivan, O'Coffee, Martin, J. Webb, Ha<ykins, Remple, Matheson, Robertson, Erickson, Bouchard, Scobie, -...?...., Yanyshyn.
4th row @ Frankie Ireland, Mat Wait, Alt Childs, A. Burrows, Delong, Whitford, MJirdoch, B. Lewis, Bell, Hammell, Samson, Mordek, Lucy, Perry, F. Wells, Horton.
5th row@G. Taylor, G. Duncan, Bill Purves, Pat Healey, Sterling, Denard, Duncan, y. Smith, Dan Eddy, McCulla, Wells, Holloway, ....?...., Bill Morris. If anyone should
be able to identify the missing names, please write in and let us know.
|

Photo by H. R. Tunn, Aldershot
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Greetings from Vancouver
From Beautiful British Columbia to all our
comrades, friends and families wherever they may
be. We are proud to' be associated with you in our
everlasting friendship.

r^rm.

World's Largest Motorcycle Manufacturer

Now featured at:

As we entered our year 1971 with great things
to hope for we lost our most valued and honoured
comrade; none other 'than A. G. Rowland. A comrade to you and a friend to all. We miss him
greatly in British Columbia, for without his help in
keeping the Association together we would not have
carried on. To those comrades and friends he kept
in 'touch with; I know you will miss his very nice
letters, but to our branch in Vancouver we miss
him more than words can say.

ALBERTA CYCLE
& MOTOR CO. LTD.
ESTABLISHED 1937

We also regret to report the passing away of
other comrades: C. M. Scramstad, Monty Howard,
Dewey Keebler, C. W. Drader, Fred Smee, Bill
Samis, Alex Zobatar, B. McPherson, W. A. R. Ball.
They also are missed very greatly by so many.
On the good side of life and friendship we report a very good turnout of comrades for our
annual reunion at the Grosvenor Hotel. An excellent
dinner and a marvelo'us punch was prepared and
served by A. E. Roberts who' hasn't lost his touch.
A Fortyniner we happened to' take prisone'r from
an official business engagement was our own
Colonel Jim Stone who appreciated our interest in
his presence, as well he proved by his enjoyable
speech and conversations with his old buddies, but
nevertheless he was returned to his camp in very
good spirits. Via the grapevine, his new home will
be in British Columbia and he will attend our
gatherings in future under no escort. Another new
comrade to our division is E. B. Bradish of the
Royal Bank. Credit, yes we have it. There were
many guests, too' numerous to mention at this time,
but nevertheless, they were there in good spirits and
the Old Soldiers had their day and we hope they
have many more to come.
I am really at a loss for anything more to report. As you all know, reports and greetings from
Vancouver were well prepared by our very dear
comrade, A. G. Rowland.

Sales - Service 477-3525
9131 -118 AVE. @ EDMONTON

So for now, it is with our very good wishes that
we all will meet again, be it in Vancouver, Edmonton or in your own hometown.
Mr. Ed Howe of 331 E. 60th Ave., Vancouver 15,
has volunteered his services as Secretary of our
branch. Knowing Ed as an officer of our branch for
many year, he will do as he sees fit to keep our
Association in good hands.

HONDA OF EDMONTON

Thank you comrades and readers for the time
you have taken to read our report as short as it is.
LOU D. SMITH,
President.
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ARMY CADET CORPS
Dear Wally and Stan,
As District Cadet Officer (Land) I would like
to pass on to the members of the Association some
information in regard to Army Cadet Corps. There
are seven Cadet Corps in Alberta and five in the
Northwest Territories and the Yukon Territory that
are affiliated with the 49th Battalion, Loyal Edmonton Regiment. These Cadets are privileged to
learn the history and traditions of the Battalion
and, in a sense, to carry on the honourable name
of the Battalion and so keep it alive.
Cadets, as mo'st people are aware, is for youths
13 to 18 years of age. They parade at least one
night each week; they learn, and teach, citizenship,
drill, First Aid, map using, communications, orienteering, rifle training and rifle competition, and
many oilier subjects of interest to today's keen and
searching teenage youth, depending 'to a large extent upon the geographical location of the individual Corps.
The training year is from September to June.
A Cadet who has enrolled by 31 January has tile
opportunity of attending one of the summer camps
in Alberta, Manitoba, British Columbia or Ontario.
The younger Cadets (13-14 years of age) may attend a two-week Junior Leader's Course at Vernon,
Shilo or Fort Churchill, where they are taught
camp routine which is a basic necessity, and subjects aimed at encouraging strong, healthy bodies
and creating good citizens. On the completion of the
course they are given certificate's of proficiency,
and after returning to his Corps in the Fall the
Cadet is eligible to write promotional examinations
and so advance. The 14 to 16 age group may attend
a Senior Leader's Course for a period of six weeks
at the Vernon Army Cadet Camp, at Vernon, B.C.
These Cadets are instructed in many more subjects
and given more responsibility. They also may be
selected to attend an exchange tour to Valcartier,
Quebec, for three weeks out of the six. They are
paid a bonus of $100.00: $40.00 when they arrive at
Camp, and $60.00 when they have returned home.
Those Cadets who qualify on this course write another promotional examination at their own Corps
and, if successful, will be promoted.
Cadets who have attended Junior Leader's and
Senior Leader's Courses may attend the Cadet
Leader Instructor's Course, which is a six-week
course at Vernon, Here they are taught to instruct
the younger Cadets and here they have the opportunity to display their talents and leadership abilities. This course also carries a $100.00 bonus.
A Cadet who has successfully completed those
three courses, and who has qualified in First Aid,
is then eligible to write the Master Cadet Examination, the highest qualification a Cadet can attain.
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REPORT FROM THE MIGHTY PEACE

By CHAS. WHELAN, Rycroft, Alberta
November 24, 1971
Edwin (Swede) Berget is on the farm at Rycroft.
C. F. (Colin) White is farming at Spirit River
as is Len Gill.
The following are Commissionaires at the Airforce base at Saskatoon Mountain: Melvin Robins,
Smoky Atkinson, Bill Purvis and Chris Thompson.'
Bill Purvis lives on the farm at Hythe but has
been in rather poor health for some time.
Chris Thompson has had trouble with the old
ticker and had open heart surgery last fall.
Ernie White lives in Grande Prairie @ he was in
the Mewburn for a while having surgery on his eye.
Clem Walker and Tommy Belford are in Grande
Prairie as is Jimmy Rowland who has been under
the weather too.
Frank (Hoppit) Hollow-ay is in Grande Prairie
as is Fred Willis.
Mike Antonio and Walter Willis both farm at
Hythe.
Harry Janyshyn and Joe (Turkey) Turions are
at High Prairie.
Gordon Edie now makes his home in Pouce
Coupe.
Jimmy Duncan is farming at Clairmont.
Julien St. Pierre (Pete) was up here in the
banana belt visiting some of the boys this past
summer.
I hope to be able to give you more dope on the
fellows up here in the next issue but for now that
is about it.

This examination is usually written during the
Easter Holidays and is of a day's duration. Cadets
who qualify may go on one of the Caribbean tours
to Trinidad, Tobago, Granada, Jamaica or Barbados,
or to the Outward Bound School in Wales, or to
the Banff National Army Cadet Camp.
There are also the Driver Communications
Courses in Borden, Ontario, a Band Course in
Vernon, B.C., and a Rifle Coach's Course in
Winnipeg.
By this it is clearly evident that the Department
of National Defence has in operation a widely diversified, progressive and rewarding youth program
not only in the Province of Alberta, but throughout
Canada.
As you can see, the Regiment still has a number
of things going for it. A number of sons of World
War II members of the Regiment are now in Cadets
and, as may be anticipated, are doing very well.
Further information may be obtained by communicating direct with the Commanding Officer of
the Corps. Encouragement and support are always
welcomed.
E. H. MORRIS
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The individuals are members of the Loyal
Edmonton Regiment. This photo was taken on or
about December 29th, 1943, just at the close of the
Ortona campaign. The stretcher-bearer is Corporal
Bill Wensel and his partner with the cigarette
hanging from his lips is Private "Pop" Morgan.
The visible stretcher-bearer to the rear is Cliff
Badmington while the patient, on the stretcher is
Private Boyd. Boyd had just been rescued after
being entombed in a building that the Jerries had
blown up. Twenty-two of Boyd's companions died
in that bombing.
Wensel is now in business in Edmonton. Morgan
is farming at Rochester, Alberta, and Boyd resides
at Beaverlodge in northern Alberta.
@"W. D." Smith, Edmonton, Alta.

ARE YOU MOVING @?
If you have moved, or if you are thinking of
moving, please let us know your new address.
Mail it: % Box 501, Edmonton, Alberta.

JANUARY, 1972

Dear Mr. Smith;
Thank you for your letter of March 6 and the
information concerning the photograph in our February issue. We are grateful for the corrections
you, gave us and I am sure the Public Archives of
Canada will be glad to have a correct caption for
the photograph.
You may be interested to know that the picture
we published had been in our files ever since the
war when it was sent to us from. overseas by the
Canadian Army Public Relations unit operating in
the Northwestern European 'theatre. They evidently
had the wrong information on the identity of the
people shown.
We will be publishing your letter in our April
issue. In the meantime, we are glad to send you
the photograph for use in your Association magazine, and we should appreciate its return when you
are finished with it.
Yours truly,
Lome Manchester,
Managing Editor,
"Legion"'.

JANUARY, 1972
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A REPORT ON THE LAST TWO REUNIONS
MONTGOMERY LEGION
JANUARY 7, 1971

JANUARY, 1973

A punch bowl was held as we waited for the
last few to gather.

Edmonton Regt. was held in the Montgomery

After all were seated the Sword was marched
in with a detail of stalwarts@Harvey Farrel, B.
Randall, Sandy Black, Ed Tannis, under the direct
orders of our own Barney Morrison.
The out-of-to'wners mentioned from the head
table were: Steve Henke, Whitehorse; Ted Horton,
Yellowknife; Colin Wismer, Mirror; Sam Lenko,
Sangudo; J. B. McDonald, Mayerthorpe, and others
from Calgary and the Peace country, and of course,
"Father Mike" from R.egina.
A standing ovation was given Frank Lund as the
oldest member present, 90 years young. Gordon
Pai-ker was mentioned as having the lowest Regt.
No. present.
There were 35 young soldiers present from the
Perpetuating Militia Bn. and the C.O., Col. Piasta,
was asked for a few words. He kept it short and
sweet and asked for more interest in the museum
in the way of donating souvenirs.
Barney Morrison made a short speech as he presented Harvey Farrel with a Past President's pin
and paid tribute to the real good job Harv has done
and is doing in whatever he undertakes.
The Sword was marched off to the tune of
"Bonnie Dundee", There were approximately 180
in attendance. A raffle was held in which Gus
Campbell came out victorious, with a Texas mickey
and Father Mike O'Niel with a butane lighter.
Charlie Blakely had along his grandson, a naval
reserve officer. Ed Tannous had along his son, a
naval officer cadet, with the Regs. It was fairly
obvious that these two cannot give orders or their
sons do not listen. Now my son is an "Army" officerin the Princess Patricias. Some Sgt. Majors seem
to lose that authority in their voice (what say Ed?).
I say, was that Ed Greene I saw talking over old
times? See what happens Ed when you don't come
out to these deals@you walk around saying: "I'm
Ed Greene; who are you?".
Oh well, I think everyone like myself had a
grand time. A few were sorely missed like Bill
Craig who wasn't well; Jack Birmingham who had
to work; A. Sto'rrier, Gordy McVee, Geoff Wright,
Smoky McCormack and lots of others who probably
had good reason. We hope they're not getting tired
of us. That's all for this one and now to get to
the last one.

The annual reunion of the Fortynlnth Loyal
Legion hall. Over 190 sat down to a delicious meal
served by the Ladies of the Legion. The gathering
was conducted by the new president, W. D. Smith.
He was accompanied at the head table by "Father
Mike", Mnsgr. McLennan, Vino Smith, S. Chettleborough, W. McVee (why?), Ralph Craven, K.
Wakefield (IPM), Barney Olsen, Ed Piasta (C.O.,
L.E.R.).
Once again Frank Lund ran off with the honor
of being the oldest member on parade. I noticed
that he was sitting with a few young fellows (80
to 90) who must be practicing to beat Frank out.
There were a lot of out-of-towners there and if this
keeps up us city guys will be outnumbered.
There were quite a few good old battles being
fought@the one I enjoyed was Swede Bostrum
playing Andy Parnham's old squeeze box. Well, the
notes for 'this year seem to have been lost and to
top it off Bill Smith made some too and I must
have lost them. Getting old I guess or maybe can't
hack it any more. By the way . . . Stan Jones,
after some confusion, was declared the Texas mickey
winner and J. Adam, 10331 -121 St., was the winner
of the lighter.

SPOETING GOODS
Phone 433-3057 or 433-3188
10138-101 Street, Edraonton
Next to Kialto Theatre
Est. 1912

IT'S EASY TO PAY THE
NATIONAL WAY

National Warehouse
Furniture
CO.LTD.
ONE ACRE OF PARKING AT

9411 Jasper Avenue
424-5195
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(4PPCLI) PARA COURSE
Between the 6th and the 27th of November, 1971,
for 18 days, 43 members of the Loyal Edmonton
Regt. (4PPCLI) were the first reserve unit in
Canada to receive basic parachute training at
the Canadian Airborne Training Centre at CFB
Griesbach.
The instructors got started right away. First on
the agenda was a self introduction by Sgt. St. Louis,
who in his gentle manner explained the outline of
the course. Later we met the other instructors,
Sgts. Parker and Valley and Cpl. Morin. Once the
formalities were over, we started right to work with
an examination of our physical fitness; all physically unfit personnel were eliminated from the
course (fortunately there was only one).
For the remainder of the day and course we
were engaged in training which many of us thought
was 'the best we have received. The training on the
flight simulators, mock-ups and landing equipment
not only toned up our muscles and sharpened our
skills but kept us busy and interested. Occasionally,
for a change of pace, our friend "push up" Parker
would give us a "jab", Sgt. Valley or St. Louis
would give the "recover" and those who moved
would do push-ups (many, if not all of us, had done
hundreds of push-ups because of said "jabs" before
the course was over).

The heavy working and pushing of us by the
airborne surprisingly did not depress us. If anything, it instilled a high morale in the ranks; this
was in part due to the fact the airborne treated us
exactly like "regs". Another boost to morale was
the heavy levying of push-ups to officers and Sr.
NCO's, in particular, the three musketeers (Lt.
Miller, Warrant Smith and Warrant Jones). These
three were not picked on for mistakes in training
bu't for idle comments on the laxity of the course.
On the blustering day of November 27 we got
to play "Ho-gung". This was the day of the mock
tower. Although we had been trained for it, many
of us were nervous nevertheless. Once in the tower
it looked a long way down to the ground. By then
it was too late to change your mind. With closed
eyes and a feeble "help" you took that first step.
It was a long one and you prayed the risers would
hold. Suddenly you were springing into the air on
the bounce of the risers and you realized you
would live to make another jump and another and
another ....

GOING
TO
PRINT...
PHONE

JOHN M. FLINT

On the night of December 1 we had our passing
out parade and party. Although it was a simple
ceremony, it nevertheless filled us with a sense of
achievement and pride; not only were we No. 1 in
Alberta but also in all of Canada.
Cpls. DAN HANSEN
and ROSS BECKET

EDMONTON PRINTERS CO. LTD.
10330-104th Street Edmonton
Phone 424-7147

ARE YOU MOVING?
If you have moved, or if you are thinking of
moving, please let us know your new address.
Mail it: % Box 501, Edmonton, Alberta.

JANUARY, 1972

THE FORTYNINER

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Sir:
I do not. know if you published a magazine this
year or not, but I never received one. However,
it might be due to the fact that earlier I had. two
heart attacks and had to sell my house.
In moving I found some photos that had been
given to me by Tom Betheny some years ago,
before he died. I will send them to you with my
dues as they are down in an old trunk. I know
some of the names you sent me, Greenfield and
Bates. I also remember Percy Sherman but he has
no phone. I will also try to contact Col. Titus and
Coggins for you. In 1916 some of the Bn. back from
France were stationed at the Reserve Bn. and if
my memory serves me right they decided to get
me drunk. They knev/ I did not drink but would
take a tot of rum. So it was decided to take in the

s., 'Sy-se^

show at the Pleasure Gardens @ during the intermission we w.ent to the refreshment stand and
everyone had some rum. As rum was in short supply
they soon ran out of it ... by this time we were
all feeling no pain and went straight to double

Northwestern

whiskies. This occurred at every intermission. I became sick as a dog and the boys took me to the
washroom and told the attendant that they would
pick me up after the show but I wandered out on
my own just as the show was finished. I had been
having some fun with a girl during the show but
her friend, a civilian, objected. As I left the washroom I met the boys coming out and one of them
was fighting with this particular ciwie. I remember
this and I also remember hitting the arch on the
way back to camp and some old lady saying, "Don't
put him in jail, send him back to camp in a taxi."
But unfortunately someone had taken all my money
and left me with only two and sixpence, not enough
to get back to camp so I wound up in the drunk
tank. The next morning when we were returned to
the reserve camp out came two of our boys including Whitehead, my pal. Turner had been picked
up at the gate with a basket of bread on his arm
and some of the others had been caught getting
back into camp. So old Col. Cleggy was in his glee
to see all us Fortyniners up before him. There were
two corporals as well. Even though it was explained
we all got seven days C.B. The funny part to me
was they all set out to get me drunk and all ended
up with the same seven days I got. It took three of
the seven to get my head back in shape.
Regards to all the Boys,
Cecil R. Jones,
5 Tangreen Court,
Willowdale, Ontario.
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Dear Sir:
I happened to notice in the Legion Mag that you
were looking for ex-members of the Loyal Eddies.
Well, I am one of the lucky ones that happened to
get through the Hitler line in Italy, due to the fact
that one of Jerry's "Mo'anin Minnies" made contact
with me but I was only knocked out. The Seaforth
stretcher bearers picked me up and I was posted
missing in action May 23, 1944. Due to the fact that
I am of Irish descent got me through a lot of rough
deals over there. Do you happen to remember Lieut.
Bill Rempell? Well I certainly do. One week before
the "Hitler line do" we were digging in on a hillside.
I had my slit trench all finished@my net, all my
equipment and rifle were in the trench. I was about
to climb in when someone hollered, "Hey Donahue,
we got a brew over here." Just as I left to go for
tlie brew a Jerry mortar landed right in the trench
and up went all my gear. Lieut. Rempel said,
"Donahue, how can you be so %S&$ lucky?" I told
him it pays to be Irish. So you see I'm only explaining some of the things that did happen to me as a
lucky member of the good old Fortyninth.
I belong to the branch of the Association in
Vancouver and we have our little gathering like
you fellows in Edmonton. I am now 57 years old
and on W.V.A. I was born near Edmonton in 1915
@on the old homestead at Dapp.
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Dear Sir:
Received a copy of the Fortyniner and after
reading it found it very interesting. It makes one
sad to read the Last Post column and see so many
of our war time buddies passing on but I guess we
all have to have a turn. I will include a couple of
dollars with this letter but I pay my dues to the
Vancouver Branch. After reading the situation that
the Mag is in why not raise the dues to $3.00. I
want to congratulate the few in Edmonton and
Vancouver that are working so. hard to keep the
Association together. I feel guilty that I cannot do
more to help@I cannot even attend the do's you
put on since becoming a letter carrier@it's impossible to get away in January or July due to the
schedule of vacations. The comradeship we built up
with each other during the war is needed now more
than ever.
I certainly enjoyed that story and the pictures
from Ken Kyle. I was with B Coy and know these
places very well. I only know of one ex Loyal Eddie
that passes through here driving a big truck@his
name is Kennedy. So best of luck to one and all
and remember it is the duty of one and all to make
the Association stronger. Take it easy Wally McVee.
Sincerely,
R. P. Lewis,
2161 Columbia Ave.,
Trail, B.C.

I will close for now and would sure like to hear
from some of the fellows if they get a chance to
write to me.
Yours truly,
Ole Donahue,
72-15 St.,
New Westminster, B.C.

Dear Sir:
I have not received this year's Fortyniner magazine or my membership card for 1972. I am a
member of the Vancouver Branch but since the
passing of poor Brother Rowland do not know
where to send my dues. So if you would be kind
enough to let me know where to send them I'll
do it.
Edgar Arnold,
General Delivery,
Falkland, B.C.
P.S. @ The enclosed clipping was sent to me from
Prince George and I thought it would be of some
interest to the members@
That most lively of Prince George nonagenarians,
Martin Caine, is celebrating his ninety-second birthday today. By all accounts Martin was the life of
the party at a Masonic Lodge dinner and dance
the other night, being the first up on the floor
when the dancing started.
"Happy birthday, Martin."

On 56 Years
Of Proud Service

inland Cement Industries
Limited
(The Cement Division of Genstar Limited)
Edmonton - Calgary - Regina - Saskatoon
Winnipeg - Port Arthur
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Dear Wally:
I'm enclosing a letter from Al Cantin, D.C.M.,
M.M., who is a brother-in-law to Bob Whyte, both
having served in "C" Coy of 'the Regt. Bob was my
Platoon Sgt- and a damn good one too. This letter,
I think, will be most interesting to a lot of old
friends whom he didn't have time to contact. Just
after his return to Edmonton he went to Los
Angeles and joined the L.A. police force. It didn't
take him long for promotion and most of his 25
years service was with the rank of Captain. He
informs me that he hopes to make the next reunion.

THE FORTYNINER

JANUARY, 1972

Last Monday 126th') we went down to' Long
Beach, which is only one hour away by freeway,
to see Sgt. Dave Barbo'ur, D.C.M., M.M. He was
eager to leam of our experiences and I let him
have it all. We were talking about Bob and reflecting on the odd fact that Bob, Dave and myself who
were platoon sergeants in C Company are still alive
and kicking. Bob and I have a closer tie in that my
brother (old 51st Batt.) married his sister and
there are two G-6 men down here reflecting the
Whyte-Cantin amalgamation.

During the conversation, and after a couple of
belts of good old Canadian Club Dave's wife reSincerely,
marked "You guys are talking about Bob, why not
Ken Kinnaird,
talk to him". She got on the phone and quickly
602, 12303 Jasper Ave.
we were on a three-way half-hour talk fest. We cut
in on each other on the extension at crucial points
in order to clear the record and it was just an
altogether
June
30, 1972wonderful experience. I know it did Dave
and I good and I am sure that it helped to raise
Dear Colonel:
Bob's spirits. His first remark when I said hello
Happy to report that we arrived back home in
from California was "who the hell calls anyone from
good shape after our 18-day drive through western
California?". I do hope that you managed to get in
Canada. After an absence of over half a century
touch with him, I am sure he would be happy to
I found many changes@not all for 'the better.
talk with you. He informs us he is leaving for a
My wife Frankie was deeply impressed with the
trip to his Ontario home in July. Dave is leaving in
majesty and beauty of the Canadian Rockies. We
July also for a visit to his old home bluenose easthave nothing to compare with them@they are in
ern Canada. So you see we sure are able to get
a class by themselves.
around.
My impression of Edmonton was one of almost
Maybe you will get a kick out of the olddisbelief. The tremendous growth in population tosoldier's fumbling bit over the cost of the phone
gether with all the high-rises made me a complete
call. Dave's wife insisted that it was her treat to
stranger. Trying to relate to 1915 was impossible.
give us guys a chance to get together. I insisted
However, I did note that the city is suffering the
that it was my idea and so should foot the bill. This
inner blight that is plaguing all major cities @ the
went on for a while and in the end she prevailed@
price of progress, o'r is it just change.
I lost the argument. But then, seeing that I did not
I was a little disappointed in Vancouver and
have to pay maybe the record should show that
Victoria. Having heard so much about them I guess
I won.
I was just oversold and expected too much. Visiting
cities is now getting to the point where they all
Having successfully broken 'the ice, I am in the
mind to co'me up for the annual January reunion.
start to look alike.
I asked the Major if he thought there would be any
However, having the pleasure of lunching with
others than ourselves who might attend. Do you
you and even for a short time to have the opporthink there might be? However, even if it included
tunity of kicking our memories around fully made
only Bob and yourself it would be well worth atup for any disappointments. It has been so long, and
tending. Of course it would be a plane trip this
I have been so far away, it was almost like reliving
time.
a dream. Even now I have to give myself a pinch
to make sure it is still me. I have written Major
Wakefield thanking him for his kindness and
thoughtfulness in getting us together, he certainly
is a fine man.

Well, Colonel, as you see when I oil up this old
machine and start pounding (a holdover from my
telegraphing days) I start to run off at the mouth
so I'll let you off the hook for now.

I was deeply moved as the result of my short
visit with Bob Whyte. We could not have appeared
at a less appropriate time. He had suffered the loss
of his only son just one week previously. Bob told
me his boy came to visit him and complained of
feeling ill. He died there in Bob's apartment from
a heart attack before anything could be done for
him. Under the circumstances it was out of order
to talk shop or to try to appear happy and cheerful.

With all personal good wishes topped only by
the best of all @ may the good Lord bless you
always.
Sincerely and fraternally,

A. H. Cantin,
A206 - 22200 Victory Blvd
Woodland Hills,
California 91364

*

TELEPHONE 424-8202

Exquisite Arrangement in
Flowers
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EDMONTON

FLOWERS
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