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EDITORIAL 
The reorganization of the Reserve Army, now to be known as the 

Canadian Militia, has reduced the number of units, as explained 

elsewhere in this issue, and countless friends of the Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment are naturally shocked and disappointed over the 

incorporation of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment in the Princess Pats 

Canadian Light Infantry as the 3rd Battalion of that unit. We can 

console ourselves with the fact that there is no other unit with which 

we should prefer to be associated, having been brigaded with the Pats 

in both World Wars I and II. 

But we of the 49th Battalion Loyal Edmonton Regiment 

Association should not feel that all has ended for us. Our Association 

lives on and thrives. Nothing that is done by the youthful and brilliant 

members of the boards or committees on establishments at N.D.H.Q. 

can dim our memories of two world wars, nor the achievements of 

our unit. The heroism and self-sacrifice of our comrades will never 

be forgotten by us. We formed friendships that will never fade. We 

learned to regard and respect our colors as the symbol of all that was 

finest in our outfit - and that covers a lot of which we are justly proud 

- and the loss of friends whom we continue to mourn in spite of the 

passing of years. We remember the humorous incidents of camp, 

training, trench and fox-hole. These things make our Association, and 

will continue to keep it fresh, vigorous and enduring. 

In both World Wars our Regiment and the Princess Patricia’s 

Canadian Light Infantry fought side by side. There are many among 

us who have served in both units and have strong loyalties to both. 

We supported, relieved and helped each other. Through our close 

association we helped ourselves as well as them. We share their 

memories, traditions and achievements. We “shared” their rum 

rations and they reciprocated. We believe we have strengthened the 

Pats by supplying some commanding officers for them as well as 

outstanding personnel in other ranks. We hope and we believe that 

the closer association will be of great benefit to both units. 

This is the 40th anniversary of the organization of the 49th 

Battalion and the 15th anniversary of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment. 

We old-uns did not expect to live to this date; we congratulate you 

young-uns on reaching your 15th and hope you will last until your 

40th. 

Together, we form quite a link with the past. In the 49th we had 

many soldiers wearing the ribbons of the Boer War, Northwest 

Frontier and the Sudan. We regarded them as old and fragile; after a 

longer interval you probably regarded us in the same way. 

You are meeting young people who were not alive yet when you 

joined up and many others who were too young to realize anything of 

what was happening in World War II. 

Our Thanks to the Edmonton Journal 

The Edmonton Journal has continued to extend to this Magazine 

the courtesy of loaning cuts for publication and has been of assistance 

in many ways. 

Our sincere thanks! 

OFFICERS OF THE ASSOCIATION, 1954-55 

Honorary President  John Michaels 

President    Alan Macdonald 

First Vice-President  R. Bradbum 

Second Vice-President   G. D. K. Kinnaird 

Secretary    A. J. Hidson 

Treasurer     Jack Madore 

Assistant Treasurer    Ed Pritchard 

Editor     Harry Balfour 

Advertising Manager    Ray Madore 

Associates - (Editorial)   H. R. Horne 

(Advertising)    Herb Bergmann 

Executive -  

A. Black, F. E. J. Hancock, E. P. Tannous, O. Muckleston, J. W. 

H. Williams, Sam McCullough, Neville H. Jones. W. G. 

Stillman, Jim Foote, Wallace Cooks, Harvey Farrell, W. D. 

Smith, J. J. Blewett, P. L. Dedney. 
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CAN YOU NAME THEM? 

 
This picture of the Pipe Band of the 49th was taken at the Exhibition Grounds, Edmonton, in May 1915, and is supplied by Piper L. G. 

Smith who is “going strong” in the Provincial Administration Building on 109th Street. This is the Band which was transferred to the “Princess 

Pats” in France to arouse the fighting spirit and inspire that unit to its deeds of valour. Now, after 40 years, how many can you name? Send 

your answer to the Editor. And why was the luxurious home of “B” Company labelled “Horses”? 

 

R. E. WOOTTON DESCRIBES TOUR 

We have received - via Walter Hunter - a very interesting letter 

from R. E. Wootton, an original member of “B” Company, who was 

wounded at Sanctuary Wood in ’16 and has since made his home in 

England; he is now residing at 40 Calabria Road, Highbury, London, 

N.5. 

He described a most entertaining tour through Belgium, Holland 

and France, arranged by Mr. W. C. Bradfield, of D.V.A., Canada 

House, Trafalgar Square. Apparently, Wootton, along with J. E. 

Ackroyd, W. H. Belcher and W. Holloway of the Forty-Ninth, 

together with four members of the. old 7th Brigade, attached 

themselves to an organized pilgrimage by the Kingston Canadian 

Veterans of 1914-1918. Leaving London July 8th for Dover - passing 

through Shorncliffe and Folkestone, where they embarked for 

Ostend. Here they boarded buses for Ypres, via Nieuport and 

Dixmuide, arriving just in time for the Last Post Ceremony at the 

Menin Gate, which takes place every night at nine o’clock. Here they 

laid a wreath and inspected the names inscribed on the Gate. Making 

Ypres their headquarters for the next few days, each morning they 

were taken for drives around the Salient-visiting such places as 

Schrapnel Corner, Hill 60, Zillebeke, Sanctuary Wood (where the 

Canadian Memorial was inspected), Passchendaele, The Menin 

Road, St. Julien, arriving back at Ypres for a reception by the 

Burgomaster at the City Hall, followed by a banquet. Next day the 

route was through Plogstreet, Messines Ridge, Armentiers, Bully 

Grenay, Mont St. Eloi (what memories are recalled at the mention of 

these names!), Ecoivers (where a wreath was laid in the cemetery), 

Neuville St. Vast, Arras and Vimy. Here a detachment of the 

Moroccan Division, along with the French Foreign Legion, were 

holding a Service of Remembrance, to which our comrades were 

cordially invited. Wreaths were laid and the little French band made 

a gallant attempt to play “O Canada”. 

Believe it or not, here they met a family on tour in their own car 

who lived on the same street in Edmonton, not far from Drum Major 

Bill Belcher. Next day the tourists proceeded to Brussels via 

Gheluvelt, Courtrai, Ghent (stopping off to visit the majestic 

cathedral), and next morning the itinerary was Antwerp, The Hague, 

Rotterdam and Hamburg, leaving next morning for Ostend en route 

to Dover and back to London, after a most enjoyable and eventful 

tour which recalled many a nostalgic memory. The Pilgrimage was 

such a success that already arrangements are underway for holding 

another one next year. Should any of our readers be interested, they 

are advised to write the organizer, Mr. W. C. Bradfield (who served 

in the 49th), at Canada House, Trafalgar Square, for particulars. 

Wootton sent along several good photographs taken on the trip and 

these we will be passing around for our members to see. He sends 

greetings to all Forty-Niners, especially remembering Jimmy 

Whitelegg, Jack Bowling and the Arnold Boys. 

We regret space does not permit publishing Wootton’s 

communication in full - we have, therefore, condensed his letter into 

this short narrative, giving merely the highlights. 
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EDMONTON REGIMENT NOW PART OF PRINCESS PATS 
The recent reorganization of the Canadian Militia has reduced the 

number of regiments, resulting in the disappearance of several 

regimental headquarters and constituting a serious blow to many. 

Among the regiments affected is our own Loyal Edmonton Regiment 

which now becomes “Loyal Edmonton Regiment Third Battalion 

Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry”. There were many 

protests and all were given consideration by officers at National 

Defence Headquarters. Colonel Kinnaird, as Honorary Colonel of the 

Regiment, took an important part in the correspondence and 

discussion. The following brief was forwarded by the Advisory 

Committee. 

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment 

The proposed reorganization of the Canadian Militia has invoked 

a great deal of discussion among former serving members of the 

Loyal Edmonton Regiment (49th Battalion C.E.F.). 

In both World Wars the Regiment served in action in close 

association with the P.P.C.L.I. 

A considerable amount of discussion may be pure speculation as 

the terms of the Kennedy report are but imperfectly known and the 

general policy which is based upon it has not been made public. 

It is assumed that all persons interested in the Militia in Western 

Canada are well acquainted with the history and record of both the 

P.P.C.L.I. and the Loyal Edmonton Regiment in the period from 1914 

to date and are aware of the close association between these units 

throughout the period in question. 

It is undoubtedly true that all ex-members of the Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment, admire and respect the P.P.C.L.I. and its traditions and if 

any question arises of an association, integration, collaboration or 

amalgamation with any unit then a more suitable linking of the Loyal 

Edmonton Regiment (49th Battalion C.E.F.) and the P.P.C.L.I. would 

be difficult to envisage. 

However, from the discussions among ex members and the 

correspondence between individuals, former officers and men of the 

Loyal Edmonton Regiment (and likely among the present serving 

members of the Militia unit) it appears that the following points, inter 

alta, are uppermost in the minds of individuals who have given the 

matter any thought. 

1. Identity of the unit and its historical and traditional link with 

the City of Edmonton and the rest of Northern Alberta. 

2. The organization of the militia itself. 

3. The relationship and status of the two affiliated non-military 

bodies, The Loyal Edmonton Regiment (49th Battalion C.E.F.) 

Association and The Edmonton Regiment Associates. 

4. Situation in respect to the Loyal Edmonton Regiment 

(a) colours 

(b) battle honours 

(c) regimental and trust properties 

5. The probable situation in the event of mobilization for war. 

Regarding these five points it is submitted that the thought of the 

majority of ex-members of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment (49th 

Battalion C.E.F.) who have not only the wellbeing and pride in their 

former unit in mind but also have an over-riding loyalty to Canada 

and her Army, is, generally speaking, as follows: 

1. That the name of the unit so closely associated with the City 

of Edmonton and Northern Alberta is a distinct asset to the 

only infantry militia unit in Northern Alberta and that the 

traditions of that name and the record of the regiment in two 

wars justifies its retention even though for organizational and 

planning purposes it is associated with a permanent force unit 

as is suggested when 3rd Battalion, P.P.C.L.I. becomes, as is 

suggested, a part of the unit name. Furthermore, the retention 

of the name is a considerable asset in esprit de corps in the unit 

as well as in its association with the sister Regiment, the 

P.P.C.L.I. 

2. That within the general policy of the Canadian militia a 

complete cadre of Regimental officers (including honorary 

ranks authorized) is desirable, and that although the unit be a 

3rd Battalion of a permanent army unit, badges and colours 

and cautionary words of command should remain those 

presently in use. 

3. That if (b) above is agreed to the affiliated organizations could 

carry on in their close association with the militia unit without 

any change or difficulty. 

4. No problem here arises if (b) agreed to as above. 

5. This matter it is realized is government policy for the army 

which is unknown, of course, to the man in the street, ex-

soldier or not. 

It can be said, however, that all ex-members of the Loyal 

Edmonton Regiment (49th Battalion C.E.F.) fervently hope that on a 

general mobilization somewhere in the framework of the Canadian 

Army a serving battalion would be organized that would serve to 

carry on the traditions and records of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment 

and 49th Battalion C.E.F. 
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TRANSFERRED TO WINNIPEG 

 

LT.-COL. W. T. CROMB 

Col. “Bill” Cromb, formerly district administrator of D.V.A. at 

Edmonton, has been appointed and transferred to the corresponding 

position. in Winnipeg. Among his other distinguished civilian 

services in Edmonton and elsewhere may be listed: his teaching 

career in Edmonton, generous participation in musical productions, 

graduation from University of Alberta, past president of Edmonton 

Kiwanis, District Boy Scout Commission, and others. In 1939 he was 

gazetted a 1st Lieutenant with Loyal Edmonton Regiment, went 

overseas and served with the unit in Europe, rising to position of 

Commanding Officer. He was in command for return of the unit in 

1945. In 1946 he was appointed to command the Regiment of the 

Reserve. He will be sorely missed in Edmonton and by all veterans 

in Northern Alberta. 

The following letter to Lt.-Col. G. D. K. Kinnaird, Honorary 

Colonel of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment, has been given to this 

Magazine for publication. A letter from Colonel A. Hamilton- Gault 

in similar vein has also been received. 

October 14th, 1954. Ribsden Holt, Windlesham, Surrey. 

Dear Colonel Kinnaird: 

I have just been informed that, in the recent re-organization of 

Canadian Militia, the Loyal Edmonton Regiment has become linked 

with Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry. 

I hope I may be allowed to say, as Colonel-in-Chief, P.P.C.L.I., 

how very appropriate seems this alliance between two Regiments 

who already have had such extremely close connections as comrades- 

in-arms in three wars. There is also the added link of both Regiments 

being in the same Province. 

The war record of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment is, as I well 

know, second to none, and so the P.P.C.L.I. will be proud to welcome 

them under this new scheme. 

I am very sure that your gallant Regiment and the one which 

honours me by bearing my name will be the firmest and best of 

friends in their new alliance, so please allow me to express to you a 

cordial welcome, and my warmest good wishes for the future. Believe 

me, 

Yours sincerely, Patricia Ramsay Col.-in-Chief, P.P.C.L.I. 
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GOLDEN WEDDING 

 
Mr. and Mrs. Francis Lunn of 11551 - 72nd Street, Edmonton, 

celebrated in January the 50th anniversary of their wedding. He 

served with the 49th and was wounded at Passchendaele and at 

Amiens. 

Both were well known in the Waskatenau district where they 

homesteaded and where he served many years as postmaster and 

school trustee and was active in U.F.A. and Wheat Pool. Mrs. Lunn 

was also prominent in the work of many organizations - church, Red 

Cross, U.F.W.A. and Women’s Institute. They have three sons, 

Francis Jr. at Minburn, Rae at High River and Harvey at Waskatnau, 

and have six grandchildren. During War II one son served in the 

Canadian Army, and one in the R.C.A.F. 

MR. AND MRS. FRED DENSON CELEBRATE GOLDEN 

WEDDING 

On the occasion of their golden wedding anniversary, Mr. and 

Mrs. Fred Denson of 7755 Birch Street, Vancouver, were honored by 

their daughter, Mrs. N. S. Harrison, when over a hundred friends and 

relatives called to offer their congratulations and good wishes. 

The couple (were married at Over Congregational Church in 

Winsford, Cheshire, on March 5, 1904, and lived there until coming 

to Edmonton in 1910, then moving to Vancouver in 1925. 

The marriage has been blessed with one daughter and they now 

have the pleasure of one granddaughter and one great grandchild. 

Both have enjoyed comparatively good health across the years 

and frankly admit they are lucky to have been privileged to celebrate 

their golden wedding. 

Fred now devotes his leisure time to lawn bowling and gardening 

in the summer and watching television in the winter. 

We extend our good wishes to this venerable couple as they coast 

down these narrowing years together. 

SON OF 49er DECORATED 

Flt. Lt. William T. Galliver of 418 City of Edmonton Reserve 

Squadron, son of Thomas Galliver, No. 432774 of the 49th Battalion, 

was presented with the U.S. Air Medal in July 1954, by Hon. R. 

Douglas Stuart, U.S. Ambassador to Canada, for courage in action in 

1942 at which time he was radio operator of an American Mitchell 

Bomber in North Africa. The citation states that “disregarding his 

wound and condition of near asphyxiation from gasoline fumes, he 

succeeded in cranking down by hand the landing wheels and the flaps. 

His disregard for his own injury and his devotion to duty made 

possible the safe landing of the aircraft and crew”. 
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WHERE IS MY WANDERING BOY? 

David J. Lariviere, M 15838. 

Enlisted in the Eddies September 15, 

1939, age 29. He served in second “C” 

Company. Discharged August 13, 

1945, after almost six years’ service. 

Now occupied as Station Steam 

Engineer at Shaughnessy Hospital. 

Married, with a family of two girls and 

two boys. Originally from Carlton, 

Sask. Address: 975 East 41st Ave., 

Vancouver. He writes: “Got 

thoroughly bored with drilling and 

Guards, so joined the Signal Platoon. 

We can think back with pleasure on the good times we had but the 

thoughts must, end with those who paid the supreme sacrifice and 

those who are still paying from the effects of War.” 

Douglas D. Collins, K 52321. Enlisted in the Strathcona Horse, 

Calgary, September 1939, age 19, and joined the Loyals at the 

beginning of the Sicilian Campaign. Suffered from malaria and 

yellow jaundice. Discharged November 1946 with the rank of 

Sergeant after seven years’ service. Still in the Reserve Army. 

Address: 1290 West 11th Avenue, Vancouver. 

Alex D. MacDonald, K 48663. Enlisted in the Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment December 1942, age 20. Posted to the Battalion December 

1943 and served in 12 Platoon, “B” Company. Suffered shrapnel 

wounds May 23, 1944, in spine, causing partial paralysis in legs. 

Discharged after two years and three months’ service, March 16, 

1945. Present occupation, clerk in the Department of Transport. 

Address: 651 No. 2 Road, Lulu Island, B.C. 

Colbeck, Art, M17113, now in charge of Fish Hatchery operated 

by the Dominion Government at Waterton Lakes National Park, 

writes that he will welcome a call from any Loyal Eddies who happen 

his way. 

Warren, John Leonard, 432823 original 49th, retired recently 

from the Alberta Department of Highways after 33 years in the 

provincial service. A presentation to him was made on behalf of his 

colleagues by Hon. Gordon Taylor, Minister of Highways, who paid 

tribute to his long and efficient service. 49ers will remember that he 

was wounded at Ypres and lay in “No Man’s Land” for several days. 

Draycott, Thomas Henry, 101462, of Torrance, Ontario 

(Muskoka), writes a fine letter; retired after 25 years as travelling 

salesman; wants news of C. Dingley, C. Curtis, Jack Warner, W. 

Graham and Boyd brothers. 
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49th BATTALION TRANSPORT SECTION 

 
Southom, T. E., 9902 - 80 Avenue, No. 432292, with the Battalion from Ypres right through to Mons, sent the picture of the Transport 

Section, taken near Lille. He is shown next to Earle Hays who is at right, front row; Sgt. Dave Irons is at left and Cpl. Amos centre, top row. 

Who are the rest? (page Neville Jones). 
 

Lt.-Col. Jim Stone wrote from Camp Borden, mentioning with 

high regard some Eddies still serving – Capt’s. Owen Browne, Willy 

Remple, Ralph Hayter, 2/Lt. J. C. Hayter, S/Sgt. Imbeau, R.S.M. L. 

Grimes, C.S.M. J. Rudd. He had also enjoyed meeting “Tiny” 

English, and Ken Kinnaird (in London, England). At a reception for 

Canadian Mayors in U.K. he met “Pop” Morgan who had crashed the 

party as “Mayor of Midnapore”! “What a man!” 

Whelan, C. J., M 17183, reports from Rycroft that Bob Morgan 

and Ernie White are farming on the Lassiter Project (near Wanham), 

“Swede” Berget, Dale Debolt and Colin White doing the same near 

Spirit River, “Hoppit” Holowell at Wembley, Clem Walker east of 

Clairmont, and Tom Belford at Debolt. Elwood Rooney is grain 

buyer at Dimsdale. Percy McBratney is at Grande Prairie. 

Watts, S. R., M.M., who served as runner with “A” Coy and later 

with HQ 7 Bde, is farming near Barrhead, growing “grain and some 

wild oats”. 

Congdon, G. J., Box 81, Redcliff, Alberta, former officer of the 

Loyal Edmonton Regiment. 

Simmons, Gordon A., 1709 S.E., Medicine Hat, former officer of 

the Loyal Edmonton Regiment. 

Smith, Piper L. G., No. 432862, original 49th Pipe Band and 

transferred to Princess Pats in 1916. Four children married, one at 

home. 

Dick, Sgt., L.E.R., and several others have been located in Red 

Deer. 

Parsons, Sid (ex-mayor of Edmonton), is still in in hospital, but 

making steady progress. 

Findlay, Capt. E. M. (Butch), now living in Calgary at 310 25th 

Ave. W. 

Jefferson, Brig. Jim, again living in Edmonton. 

Black, Sgt.-Major Andrew, No. 432060, is living at 11129 - 65 

Street, Edmonton. 

Lowrey, W. W. (Bill), now living at Turner Valley, Alberta. 

Charlton, George, “D” Company. For years mail clerk on the 

C.P.R., 45 years’ service, lives at 104 4th St. S.E., Medicine Hat. A 

daughter is in Victoria. 

Thomson, Sgt. Ebenezer, “Spud”, (B Coy), has been in the Wells 

Pavilion, Edmonton, for three years and would like old buddies to 

visit him. 
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Waithe, T. J., R.C.A.F. Vancouver, has been promoted to Sgt. 

Tom was in 2nd Battalion L.E.R. and served in the Canadian Navy 

during the war. He is a son of J. A. Waithe who now lives at 9548 

102A Ave., Edmonton. 

Frank W. Wiggins of Sangudo attended the Convention of the 

Maritime Conference of the United Church of Canada during the 

summer, accompanied by his wife. He contributed a very interesting 

article on his trip to the Edmonton Journal, describing the trip across 

Northumberland Strait to P.E.I., lobster dinners, a pipe band - all 

members of one family, numerous receptions and visits to places of 

interest. 

Former Honoray Colonel of the Edmonton Regiment, Jimmie C. 

Thompson, senior partner in Peat, Marwick, Mitchell and Company, 

has been elected President of the Canadian Institute of Chartered 

Accountants. 

J. H. Parker, for many years a C.P.R. conductor, has retired and 

with his wife is living at Kelowna. 

R. P. Lewis, now letter carrier, 1438 McQuarrie St., Trail, sends 

dues, wants to get this “wonderful magazine”, recalls service - Brig. 

Jefferson, C.S.M. Anderson, B Coy, A-Tank Platoon, Cooks School 

at Redhill - “too many blacksmiths as cooks” - sees Ray Scott and 

Don Herman - wants to hear from Norlander, Sehlin, Tulloch, 

Rosenthal, McArthur. 

Mrs. Harold Haight, 10625 100 Ave., writes in appreciation of 

sympathy and help following the death of her late husband. 

Dues and greetings from A. M. Livingstone, 2470 All Bay Road, 

Sidney, B.C. 

George Z. Pinder, “C” Coy War I, now Box 37, Calgary - regards 

to old-uns, regrets non-attendance at functions, and sends dues. 

R. Cruickshank, Peace River, inquiries about Howard Webb. 

E. J. Maddlamsi, 432199, now R.R. 2, Ryder Lake, Sardis, B.C., 

sends best wishes to old buddies and asks for some statistics. Here 

they are: War I - 4,850 men taken on strength; 824 killed, died of 

wounds or other causes; 2,282 wounded; over 200 decorations 

including V.C.’s to Chip Kerr and Cecil Kinross. War II - .363 killed; 

more than 1,600 wounded. 

Harry Longhurst is in the General Hospital, Edmonton, as the 

result of an accident and would enjoy seeing old friends. He is the 

father of Major W. G. (Bill) Longhurst. 

George Smillie writes from 1691 West 65th St., Vancouver, B.C. 

Alex Hunter, 1924 26th A Street S.W., Calgary, was member of 

draft from 51st Battalion to the 49th and served until Courcelette. 

Ralph N. Craven, Box 532, Peace River, enjoys the Magazine 

and is particularly interested in Alan Macdonald’s history of the 

Regiment. 

Harry Wadlow, Brownvale, No. 100200, No. 12 Platoon, 

wounded in face at Regina Trench, but beauty not marred. 

Wilbert A. Drader, 576 Niagara Street, Victoria, sends best 

regards to all his friends. 

G. C. Saunders, No. 432993, now at Chemainus, B.C., as 

Administrator of General Hospital, drove through Peace River 

country some time ago and met several old friends. 

Bob Parry is at Coleman where he has been President of the 

Legion Branch. A son graduated in 1950 as Mining Engineer. 

Occasionally sees Harold Pinkney in Blairmore. 

A letter has been received from Lieut. Frank Funnell, formerly 

merchant at Halcourt. Now at Mayfields, Kinnerley, near Oswestry, 

Shropshire, England. 
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CANADIANS ON TOUR 

 
A. E. Lanning, 7th Brigade, M.G.; R. H. Wootton, 49th; W. M. Bradfield, 49th; A. Ellis; D. Young, R.C.R.; Burgomaster of Ypres; A. E. Ackroyd, 

49th; J. R. Aldridge, M.M., 42nd; W. H. Belcher, 49th; H. L. Holloway, M.C., M.M., 49th. 
 

 

POPS AND GRANDPOPS 
Swanson - To Mr. and Mrs. Dick Swanson (nee Rose Stevenson), 

on October 15th, at Grace Hospital, Vancouver, a son, Ross John, 

weight 6 lbs. 7 ounces - a brother for Margaret Rose. 

Newman - Born to Mr. and Mrs. Dennis A. Newman, in August 

1954, a son, David Gregory. Mrs. Newman is a daughter of the late 

Norman Arnold. 

Bricker. - To Sgt. and Mrs. Bernie L. Bricker, on April 17, 1954, 

twins, Brenda Mary and Bryan Gardiner. 

Greenwood - To Adrian and Mrs. Greenwood (nee Joan Waithe), 

a son, Leonard Joseph, April 2, 1954, a grandson for Joe Waithe (C 

Coy). 

Winkler - Born to Mr. and Mrs. Harold G. Winkler (nee Jewel 

Muckleston), on April 5, 1954, at the Stettler Municipal Hospital, a 

daughter, Margot Joy. A sister for Stuart, Bruce, Colin and Janice. 
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In ever living memory of the officers, non-commissioned officers and 

men of the 49th Battalion, The Loyal Edmonton Regiment, who were killed 

in action, or died of wounds received in Belgium and France during 1914 to 

1918, also those in the Mediterranean area and Europe areas 1939- 1945; and 

to those who have since passed on, mainly due to the ravages of war service. 

“These men were victorious in death.’’ 

Rutherford, Charles Edward - No. 101495, died May 19, 1951. 

Butterford, Mrs. Elizabeth - Wife of Jim Butterfield and 

formerly of Edmonton, died in Yorkshire, England, on January 4, 

1954. George of Edmonton is a stepson. 

Sandilands, Henry - Died in Edmonton at the age of 85 years, 

survived by sons, James H. and Donald G. of Edmonton, and Richard 

L. of Olds, two daughters, Mrs. H. A. Scarfe of Okanagan and Mrs. 

D. B. Barr of Edmonton, eleven grandchildren and six great-

grandchildren. 

Mr. Sandilands came to Edmonton in 1913 and two years later 

joined the 49th on its organization. His son, James also served with 

the 49th and his grandson, David, with the Loyal Eddies. 

He was a past-president of the Edmonton Cricket Club and has 

been very prominent in Masonic circles. 

Laing, Archibald - In Edmonton, in February 1954, Archibald 

Laing died suddenly at his home, 11447 - 89 street, at the age of 58. 

He was an original member of the 49th, serving overseas throughout 

War I. He also served in Canada through War II, with the Loyal 

Edmonton Regiment. 

“Scotty” is survived by his mother, Mrs. Margaret Laing of 

Vancouver, his wife Joanne, two sons, Robert and Douglas, two 

grandchildren, a sister, Mrs. Dorothy Shewell and a brother, 

Matthew, all of Edmonton, as well as two brothers, Hugh in U.S.A., 

and James of Legal, and two sisters in Vancouver and New 

Westminster. 

 

 

 

Patterson, Capt. R. V. - Veteran of the 49th in France, where he 

was awarded the Military Medal, and of War II at Currie Barracks, 

died in Edmonton after a long illness. Between wars and after War II 

he served with the S.S.B. and V.L.A. at Vegreville and Camrose 

where he was very well known and was active in sports. He is 

survived by his wife at 11925 - 85 street, and his brothers, Stanley in 

Edmonton and Wilfred in Vancouver. 

Dougherty, Sgt. John J., 100841 - October 13, 1953, at Port 

Arthur. 
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Pendleton, George, No. 101335 - In Calgary, October 15, 1953, 

after a long illness. He is survived by his wife, Eva, at 2834 - 26th St. 

S.W. 

Foster, Stephen - Age 63, at Nanaimo, in 1953. 

Quinton, Mrs. W. H. - Wife of W. H. Quinton, 10003 - 91 street, 

of C Coy, War I, passed away on August 8, 1954, after a long illness. 

Turner, Thomas - Died at Victoria, B.C., April 9, 1954., age 66. 

He is survived by his wife, a daughter in Ontario, and two sons. Mr. 

Turner also served as commissioned shipwright with R.C.N. in World 

War II. 

Bowes, William Flavelle - Funeral services for William F. Bowes 

who died April 4th, age 71, were held April 8th from Mount Pleasant 

Funeral Chapel, with Rev. G. Turpin officiating. Cremation followed. 

Mr. Bowes was a past president of the Amalgamated Civil 

Servants of Canada and had been employed with the Vancouver Post 

Office from 1919 until retirement in 1947. 

He is survived by his wife Allie; two daughters, Mrs. J. M. 

McDougal and Mrs. C. E. Crookall of Vancouver; and a sister, Mrs. 

Walter Main in Elora. 

Currie, Hugh - Funeral services for Hugh Currie who died 

December 2, 1953, age 60, were held December 5th, from St. 

Patrick’s church with Right Rev. L. Forget officiating, with interment 

in Mountain View Cemetery. He is survived by his wife Margaret; 

three sons, John and Donald of Vancouver, Hugh of Edmonton; 

brother Angus of Vancouver, and three sisters in Scotland. J. J. 

McCafferty, A. E. W. Roberts and A. G. Rowland represented the 

Association. 

 

Harding, Charles Dozer - Funeral services for Charles D. 

Harding of Granthams Landing, who died August 30, age 74, were 

held September 1st from Mount Pleasant Funeral Chapel, with Rev. 

F. A. Ramsay officiating, with interment in Mountain View 

Cemetery. He is survived by his wife Ada; three sons, Stanley of 

Trail, James of Vancouver, Alanzo of Williams Lake; two daughters, 

Mrs. Edith Rymond of San Francisco, Mrs. Beatrice Elliott of 

California. A. M. Jones represented the Association. 

Stewart, John Cameron - in Vancouver on November 4, at the 

age of 65, with interment in Mountain View Cemetery. He is survived 

by a brother in Scotland. 

Muckleston, James - The death occurred in Victoria, B.C., on 

December 30, 1953, of James Muckleston, formerly of Edmonton, 

and father of Laddie Muckleston. Mr. Muckleston came to Edmonton 

from Bedfordshire, England, in 1912. The funeral services took place 

in Victoria. 

Snyder, Mrs. John - All will be grieved to know that Mrs. 

(Molly) Snyder, wife of John Snyder of Farnborough, England, 

passed away recently. Her husband was a 49er in War I, and both 

were valued friends of the First Bn. in War II. 

Quinton, Mrs. Elizabeth - Wife of Bill Quinton, died on August 

8, age 75. Bill lives at 10003 -91st Avenue, Edmonton. 

Chrispie, Norman - Died on November 16, 1954, in the Colonel 

Mewburn Hospital, Edmonton, and burial took place in Stettler. 

Clow, H. B. - 216 Belmont Building, Victoria, B. C., died 

September 18, 1953. He is survived by his widow, a son and daughter 

and twin grandsons. 

Moffatt, John H. - Funeral services for John H. Moffatt of 445 

West Broadway, Vancouver, B.C., who died December 14th, 1953, 

were held December 18th, 1953. He is survived by his wife, Edna; 

one son, W. A. Moffatt of Moose Jaw. 

Rule, John L. - Funeral services for John L. Rule of 1479 17th 

Avenue, Burnaby, B.C., who died March 22, age 68, were held March 

25, 1954, from Woodlawn Funeral Chapel, New Westminster. He •is 

survived by his wife; one daughter, Betty, at home; one son, John, of 

Burnaby; one brother, in Edmonton; two sisters in England. Jack 

Bowling, A. E. W. Roberts and A. G. Rowland represented the 

Association. 
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Robinson, William - Funeral services for William Robinson 
who died December 9, 1953, age 66, were held from St. 
Matthew’s Church, Terrace, B.C. Mr. Robinson was Stipendiary 
Magistrate and Coroner for several years, also President of the 
Terrace Board of Trade. Members of Branch 13 of the Canadian 
Legion formed a Guard of Honor and the Staff of the local 
R.C.M.P. headed the funeral cortege. He is survived by his wife; 
one daughter, Mrs. Doris Brentzen; one son, Allan; four 
grandchildren and a sister, Mrs. Mary Garlick. 

Skinner, Alexander - Funeral services for Alexander Skinner 
of 36 Kildew Road, Coldwood, B.C., who died January 18th, age 
67, were held January 21st from McCall Bros. Funeral Chapel, 
with Ven. Archdeacon R. Little officiating, with interment in 
Coldwood Burial Park, Vancouver Island. He is survived by his 
wife, Caroline; three daughters, Mrs. Leonard Thatcher of Chief 
Lake; Mrs. Ronald Robbins of Victoria; Mrs. J. C. Calverley of 
Nanaimo; two sons, J. Stewart of Courtney, and John of Van-
couver also, fifteen grandchildren. 

Skinner, Mrs. Bertha Florence - Mrs. Bertha F. Skinner, 

widow of William C. Skinner, of 3744 East Hastings Street, 

Vancouver, B.C., died July 1st, age 69. Mrs. Skinner was a 

member of the Canadian Daughters Mizpah Rebekah Lodge No. 

9 and the Women’s Auxiliary of the 49th Battalion Association 

where she had held various offices. She is survived by two 

daughters, Mrs. T. F. Balkwill of Burnaby, and Mrs. A. 

McCormack of Vancouver also four grandchildren. Members of 

the Ladies’ Auxiliary were in attendance at the funeral, also 

Comrades Jack Bowling, Harry Bell, A. M. Jones, Percy Wells 

and A. G. Rowland. 
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Turner, William Digby - William D. Turner of 765 Victoria 

Drive, Vancouver, B.C., died August 14th, age 77. Digby Turner was 

a veteran of the Boer War and served as a Lieutenant in the 51st 

Battalion, C.E.F., afterwards transferring to the 49th Battalion for 

service in France. He is survived by his wife, Agnes; two daughters, 

Mrs. W. E. Clarke and Mrs. J. Burns. 

Walker, Lionel Silvester - Lionel E. Walker of 2825 Cassie 

Avenue, Burnaby, B.C., died June 11th, age 70. He is survived by his 

wife, Louise; one son, Fred of Toronto; one daughter, Mrs. 0. 

McCaffrey in Alberta; one stepson, Randolph Yerxa of Vancouver; 

also, brothers and sisters. Mr. Walker was a member of the 

Typographical Union. 

Ware, Deighton Raymond - Deighton R. Ware of 2967 School 

Avenue, Vancouver, B.C., died April 15th, age 67. He is survived by 

his wife, Marie; one brother, Fred in Vancouver; and two sisters in 

Ontario. Jack Bowling, A. E. W. Roberts and A. G. Rowland 

represented the Association. 

Clarke, Edward Douglas - Edward D. Clarke of 784 Thurlow 

Street, Vancouver, B.C., died October 12th, age 79. He is survived 

by his wife, Alice; four daughters, Mrs. Elmer Barnes, Vancouver; 

Mrs. Gilbert Gagnon, Los Angeles; Mrs. Bud Young, Victoria; Mrs. 

William Boston, Vancouver also, six grandchildren and one sister, 

Miss Flora Clarke, Moncton, N.B. Captain Clarke was a veteran of 

the Boer War and will be remembered as the original Quartermaster 

of the old Battalion. 

Amos, Robert - Robert Amos of Coquitlam, B.C., suffered a 

fatal heart attack July 21st, at the age of 60. Sid Rowden and A. G. 

Rowland, assisted by Legionnaires from Coquitlam, acted as Pall-

bearers. He is survived by his wife, Amy. Bob will be best 

remembered as one of those stalwart boys of the Transport Section 

where he held the rank of Corporal - and what a grand bunch of 

fellows they were. He also served as Sergeant in the 6th Field 

Company, R.C.E., in Vancouver, from 1940 to 1944. The large 

number of friends and neighbors attending the funeral testified to the 

high esteem in which Bob was held in the community. Hec 

Stevenson, Jack Swanson and Mrs. Geordie Swanson represented the 

Association. 

Angus, George Smith - George S. Angus of Bute Street, 

Vancouver, B.C., died April 10th, age 67. He is survived by his wife, 

Mary; two sons, William in Edmonton, Leonard of Vancouver; and 

one grandson. Harry Akers and A. G. Rowland represented the 

Association. 

Lonsdale, James - Funeral services for James Lonsdale of 34 

Alexander Street, who died December 21. 1953, age 69, were held 

December 24th, from Heather Funeral Chapel, with Rev. F. A. 

Ramsay officiating, with interment in. Mountain View Cemetery. 

J. W. H. Williams reported for the Last Post 

Committee the deaths and funerals of the following: 

Jackson, Daniel S. -April 17, 1954. 

Morrison, James - April 29, 1954. 

Lamb, Robert A. - June 18, 1954. 

Smith, John David - June 29, 1954. 

Sorley, David - August 3, 1954. 

Baird, Alfred - August 22, 1954. 

Watson, Donald Robert - September 22, 1954. 

 

The picture shows “Tiny” Walls, a famous character of the 49th 

Battalion, being installed as State Treasurer of the Western States 

Command of the Canadian Legion in Santa Barbara, California, in 

July 1954. George Gleave, First Vice-President of the Dominion 

Command, was present and installed the new officials. 

For years “Tiny” has been very active in giving all possible 

assistance to ex-members of the Canadian Army and has supplied the 

Magazine with numerous items of news. 
 

 

Son of 49er Promoted 

Lt. C. J. Mair, R.C.N., of Edmonton, has been promoted to Lt. 

Comdr., R.C.N., and is on loan to Royal Navy. Is attached to H.M.S. 

Diamond stationed at Malta. Mrs. C. J. Mair and daughter, Linda, are 

with him, where the sun really shines this time of the year. Jim’s dad 

and mother live at 10712 111 Street and Jim’s dad is conductor on 

Northern Alberta Railways, also member of 49th B Coy. 
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EDMONTON REGIMENT AT SARCEE CAMP 1954 
The Loyal Edmonton Regiment under the command of Lt.-Col. 

R. A. Bradburn recently returned from annual summer camp at Camp 

Sarcee, near Calgary. The regiment was represented by battalion 

headquarters and C Company of Edmonton, A Company from 

Vermilion, B Company from Vegreville, D Company from Grande 

Prairie and the Carrier Platoon from Dawson Creek. 

 

 

 

A very successful camp was held with all ranks gaining valuable 

experience in all phases of infantry training which included daily 

periods of drill at Currie Barracks. 

The closing of the camp was preceded by an “attack” scheme 

which saw the regiment in conjunction with the Calgary Highlanders 

and the South Alberta Regiment carry out the attack and later 

consolidation. The regiment left the camp area at 2 p.m. on Friday 

and proceeded by army transport to the debussing area on the Indian 

Reserve. From that point the regiment proceeded on foot and carried 

out several attacks along the high ground to the south of the Elbow 

River leading to their final objective. 

The scheme went on until five a.m. the following morning with 

practically no sleep and short rations for all. The men in the ranks 

showed great energy and enthusiasm. 

The “enemy” on the scheme was provided by the Lord Strathcona 

Horse (R.C.) and provided entertainment during the night such as was 

experienced by troops in Korea, namely loudspeakers blasting out 

invitations to our troops to come over to their side for comfort and 

“Wiener Roasts”, etc., and many other inducements following which 

they rendered selections on the Bagpipes which included the 

Regiment’s march, “Bonnie Dundee”, and the “Lament”. However, 

our troops, though cold and wet, did not succumb to their invitations. 

Throughout the night the enemy sent up Mortar Flares and Verey 

Lights in efforts to confuse and locate our patrols which were active 

at all times. 

During the camp, the Regiment played games of fastball with the 

P.P.C.L.I. and the Calgary Highlanders and defeated both by large 

scores. 

Upon returning to Edmonton on Monday all ranks were 

transported to Winterburn Ranges where they spent two days firing 

their annual Rifle and Bren Gun Classifications. Troops from Grande 

Prairie and Dawson Creek were then returned to their stations by air. 

A dog is loved by old and young; he wags his tail but not his 

tongue. 

TROOPING THE COLOUR 
Many years ago, each Company of a British Regiment had its own 

distinctive colour, but the number per regiment was reduced to three 

and later to two. This is probably related to the early custom of 

individuals being commissioned by the King to command a 

Company, frequently from among the men who lived and worked on 

his estate. As time passed the Regiment became a unit divided into 

companies, replacing the former idea of a Regiment as a combination 

of companies. 

In 1751 a Royal Warrant prescribed that the first colour was to be 

the “Great Union” and the Regimental or Second Colour was to be 

the colour of the facings of the uniforms of the Regiment. The 

Regimental colour became the rallying point in battle and each man 

had to know and recognize it. For this reason, it was paraded or 

“trooped” through the ranks on certain occasions. 
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MAYOR OF EDMONTON, ENGLAND, AND 

DETACHMENT OF LOYAL EDMONTON REGIMENT OF CANADA 

 
Fifteen years ago, in 1940, the party shown above, under the command of Major D. A. Petrie, visited their namesake-city on the occasion 

of the presentation of a Spitfire “City of Edmonton” to the R.C.A.F. by the citizens of Edmonton, England. Do you remember the Lord Mayor, 

Mr. T. H. Joyce, inquired whether Edmonton, Alberta, would contribute one-half of the cost of a mobile canteen in return? And that 

Edmonton, Alberta, replied with TWO instead of ONE-HALF? 
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NEWS FROM VANCOUVER 
These jottings, collected at random, are contributed in the hope 

they may be found of interest and may bring to some of our readers 

news and tidings of former Buddies now making their home in 

Vancouver. Our two main gatherings of the year - the annual banquet 

in January and the picnic in August - were well attended and proved 

to be as popular as ever. At the annual meeting, the following were 

elected to guide the destinies of our Association for another year: 

honorary president, Col. L. C. Harris; president, T. A. Gibson: vice-

presidents, D. A. Keebler and G. E. Howe: sergeant-at-arms, J. 

Bowling; auditor, M. A. R. Howard; secretary-treasurer, A. G. 

Rowland; executive, J. Bowling, L. Blackhall, F. Craig, A. H. Elliott, 

H. D. Morton, P. Muirhead and A. E. W. Roberts. 

Individual Activities 

T. H. J. Grierson recently retired from the Bank of Montreal, 

Drumheller, has joined that Ancient and Honourable Order of Tired 

and Retired Bankers and is now making his home in this city. Made 

a pleasant discovery the other day at Shaughnessy Hospital when we 

came across Dan LaRiverie who is engaged there as a Stationary 

Steam Engineer. Dan joined our Association right away and we hope 

to see more of him from now on. Cappy Roberts was a busy man at 

the British Empire Games; he had a ringside view of the swimming 

events at Empire Pool, being in charge of the scoreboards and the 

national flags of the various competitors. It was a pleasant afternoon 

when Neville and Mrs. Jones. Bill Oliver and the Writer dropped in 

on Doctor and Mrs. Harris at their Sea-view home at Cypress Park, 

the time passing all too quickly as we reminisced over the teacups 

until a late hour. Haven’t seen much of Duke Ducommon lately; 

rumor has it he spends all his spare time at home with the million-

dollar son who recently celebrated a second birthday. 

It will be of interest to the Eddies to learn that Cecil Paul has 

turned in his uniform and retired from the Vancouver Police Force 

after a distinguished record and has gone into business for himself in 

the commercial world at 615 West Pender Street. We wish him every 

success in his new venture. Harry Arnold has had a busy time at the 

Pacific National Exhibition this Fall judging Budgerigars. Harry has 

been a successful exhibitor for several years as is evidenced by the 

silverware which now adorns his home. Jack Hopkins is also another 

very busy man around the Exhibition bur always has time for a 

friendly word and a cheery smile for his old comrades. It will be news 

for the Troops to learn that Les Blackhall recently transferred his 

business location from Davie and Hornby Streets to larger premises 

at the junction of Main and Hastings Streets where he welcomes a 

visit from his many customers, also new ones, the same high class 

goods on hand at popular prices. Came across Fred Pinnell strutting 

along Granville Street recently; Fred likes to visit B.C.; one day we 

hope he will join that ever-increasing number who drift out here to 

make their homes in this temperate zone. It was a real pleasure to 

welcome Rev. and Mrs. Edgar Bailey at our Pic-Nic; the Padre hap-

pened to be in the city taking the services at Ryerson United Church 

during August. We were delighted to enjoy the genial hospitality of 

Harry and Mrs. Arnold upon the occasion of the visit of George and 

Mrs. Crocket this summer. The years have dealt kindly with George 

and his good wife. Who can ever forget that dashing young Trooper 

in that crack Cavalry Unit, “Crockett’s Horse”? Came across Percy 

Wells the other day and was glad to see him looking so well. 
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Percy spends much of his time fishing around Deep Cove and in 

consequence, has acquired a million-dollar suntan. 

Holiday Movements 

Duey Keebler, Wife and Daughters had a memorable time in the 

Old Country this summer, visiting that little Hamlet down in Surrey 

- Oxted, so well-known to the Eddies. After a month’s sightseeing, 

Duey returned by air and the -family followed by boat, arriving home 

in time for school re-opening. After a busy week at the British Empire 

and Commonwealth Games, Fred Craig took a boat trip to Prince 

Rupert, via Kitimat and Kemano, returning by way of the Queen 

Charlottes, a most interesting and enjoyable experience. Charley and 

Mrs. Dawes motored down the Oregon Coast as far as San Francisco 

where they enjoyed the hospitality and good fellowship of our 

cousins to the South. In order to get away from the fog and smog, 

Doctor and Mrs. Harris flew down to Lima, Peru, for the winter and 

thoroughly appreciated the change and the life of this Spanish South 

American city. That genial soul, Fred Paupst, spent his holiday 

chasing the elusive Sockeye (or was it the Coho?) in the Gulf of 

Georgia, somewhere between Steveston Lightship and Active Pass. 

Fred says he has caught so many fish this year and eaten so -many 

salmon that he is actually beginning to look like one. For a leisurely 

motor holiday Bill and Mrs. Hay went down to New Orleans through 

Southern California and finished up by visiting their old haunts on 

the Island in and around Victoria. The Harry Arnolds motored to Ed-

monton for a few weeks and enjoyed visiting their friends in the 

Capital but were glad to get back again within sight of the mountains 

and the sea. 

Tommy Gibson spent his holiday driving nails into that new home 

he is building out at Burnaby; good wife also assisted and expects 

soon to graduate as a full-blown Interior Decorator. A. L. Bertrand 

had a long and tedious spell of batching -when his little wife and two 

daughters took to the air and visited England - Oxted, to be exact. 

They had a wonderful holiday but were pleased to be back again in 

Vancouver. Another traveler Overseas was C. V. Smith who spent a 

few weeks in Blighty, combining business with pleasure. He returned 

greatly impressed with, the remarkable recovery made everywhere in 

that Sea-Girt little island. Santa Rosa was the destination of the Pip 

Muirheads who motored through the Redwood Forests of Northern 

California for a change of scenery. Off to Blighty by B.O.A.C. went 

that veteran, Colin Drummond, on a memorable holiday to London, 

Paris and Edinburgh. Colin visited two well-known Forty-Niners, 

Bob Wyndham and James MacD. Scott, both of whom sent greetings 

to their many friends in Canada. Another Transatlantic traveller was 

Tom Grierson, who with wife 

 

and daughter, visited his native Ireland and spent several weeks 

sightseeing in England before returning in September. 

Sick Parade Report 

Remember Fred Denson the noted swimmer, who was for ten 

years manager of English Bay Bath House? Fred has been spending 

much time in Shaughnessy Hospital this year; we are glad to say he 

is now home again but still an Out-Patient. We all wish him a speedy 

recovery. Jimmy Whiteleg, who held up the Grosvenor hotel here for 

many years, has been far from well, having spent several weeks in 

Shaughnessy; however, we are pleased to report he is now at home 

but under doctor’s care and ordered to “go easy” these days. We had 

the pleasure of calling on him a week ago and were glad to find him 

making steady progress towards recovery. Friend Godfrey Horley 

had a long spell in hospital undergoing surgery this summer; it is good 

to know he has made a wonderful recovery and is now enjoying 

home-cooking once more but obliged meantime to make periodical 

visits to the hospital for further treatment. Harry Bell, J. E. Linton, A. 

Williamson and Alex D. MacDonald have been receiving treatment 

in Shaughnessy getting repairs, but all have since been discharged, 

much improved in body and mind. 
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HISTORY OF THE LOYAL EDMONTON REGIMENT, 1939 to 1945 
By LT.-COL. ALAN MACDONALD 

(Continued from January 1954, Forty-Niner) 

So, in a ship blacked-out by night, but not lacking in lively 

incidents, we pitched across the green swells of water, mounting 24-

hour watch with 20 Lewis guns of dubious worth as our immediate 

Anti-Aircraft Arsenal. The gallant Polish crew made us very 

welcome and never tired of helping in every way. They brought the 

war closer to each of us for their ship had sailed from the Polish port 

of Gdynia a few days before Hitler invaded and over-ran Poland and 

none of them knew whether their loved ones were alive or dead and 

had little prospect of knowing for some time. Yet they were cheery 

and kind to us all - the soul of hospitality and efficient at their ship-

board duties too. 

On the morning of Dec. 31st, 1939, our ship glided up the calm 

water of the Firth of Forth toward the docks of Gourock - near 

Glasgow. The soft purple of the Scottish hills looked mighty inviting 

to all. As we glided along on a perfect morning the Regimental Band 

struck up Bonnie Dundee from the forward deck of the ship and 

followed with many military airs. Scotland looked good to us. But by 

the time we docked all spirits were dampened, not only by a grimy 

fog that cut vision to 30 feet but by the rumor (all too true, alas!) that 

 

 

 

we were not to be allowed ashore for the Hogmanay in Glasgow lest 

Canada’s secret weapon convert itself in double-quick time into a 

blunted blade. However, there was drama and excitement in early 

prospect (or so we thought) and at least we had reached British soil 

in the first year of the war! 

On Christmas Eve the great mustache scandal burst forth. It 

happened thuswise: Ernie Wilson, the 2 i/c, was being needled by 

George Beaton and Bill Bury about the proportions and general form 

of his brief mustache. Ernie, of course, retorted that it took a man to 

grow a mustache and that their snide remarks were the result of 

frustration and envy. Some minutes and several drinks later the bet 

was proposed by E. B. Wilson, and accepted, that he’d shave off his 

hirsute face fungus if his detractors would let their upper-lip go 

unshaven for two weeks. The bet was on in a flash. And how that idea 

spread. When the officers visited the Sgt. Mess for carols (and other 

things) that night the Sgt. Mess adopted the idea like a flash and soon 

each non-com mustache was also off; the owner had the option of 

removing it or losing it forcibly. In the officers’ quarters ho 

mustaches were parted with less gladly than those which had so long 

adorned the lip of Brian Haylor, Alan Nicholls and Bob Pell. The 

general ensuing effect at all Regimental levels would have been 

sufficient to turn strong stomachs week, had the North Atlantic not 

already done a capable job in that department. 

CHAPTER 2 

The Settling-in Days 

Our large Canadian convoy was met by the Secretary for 

Dominion Affairs - The R. Hon. Anthony Eden. His son was soon to 

exchange locale with us, for before too long he found himself in 

Alberta training as a flier under the Empire Air Training Plan. 

Two impressive and friendly dignitaries of Glasgow soon stepped 

aboard the M/S Batory to welcome us to Scotland. They were the 

Lord Provost and the Chief Constable. Each had a twinkling eye and 

a friendly word for all, and they brought presents - a half pound of 

tobacco and a pack of cigarettes for each man. Though we saw them 

only briefly, the months ahead were to see many of the Regt, return 

to Scotland where the cordiality and the informality of the Scots made 

us feel very much at home. 

New Year’s morning found the Regt, piling into troop trains. 

These trains were so cold you could see your breath but there was the 

novelty of the little coaches with compartments and for infantry there 

was the satisfaction of being again on land. The small trains moved 

swiftly and reached our new home at Farnborough by 1350 hrs. Here 

the Regt, was met by Brig. G. R. Pearkes, V.C., and the men of the 

P.P.C.L.I. who had arrived some days before. 

As we stepped to the platform a 49er greeted us - little Johnnie 

Snyder of A Coy. Johnnie of the shrewd eyes and kindly heart, was 

to make his Farnborough home a sort of unofficial club house for 

many in the Regt. He had parlayed a couple of washing machines into 

the Farnborough and Hants Steam Laundry and was a flourishing 

businessman who knew his way around. 
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The Barracks near Farnborough - Morval Barracks, Cove, were to 

be our home for many months. They were almost complete as we 

arrived, and they stayed that way for some time. The parade square 

was just that - it was of cement and a city block square. The men’s 

huts were wooden and were steam heated as were all messes. The 

officers’ huts were heated, to use the word loosely, by puny and 

gradeless coal stoves for which slack coal of a stubbornly inferior 

kind was provided. The modest village of Cove had few if any off-

hour inducements for our restless Canadians. Aldershot, only five 

miles away, was a good deal better. Here were shops and what we 

learned to call “Cinemas” and a good many British troops. The fair 

sex were not much in evidence. Old Aldershot, with many Barracks 

that were ancient when trappers and traders were the only white men 

west of Winnipeg, was not noticeably shaken from its British calm 

by our arrival. 

The countryside around was pleasant and the hedge fringed fields 

and the great oaks and the open streams were much different to the 

frost gripped land we had left. Moreover, London was only a few 

hours away by train. 

Capt. Alex Gilchrist and Lt. John Adams with the NCO’s of the 

advance parties were of course on hand to greet the Regt, and to show 

us our way around. 

By January 6th, some 640 of the men and a very small group of 

officers were off on a 7-day leave to explore the new land. For most 

of the officers there was a very great deal to do and our Brigade 

Commander and W. G. Stillman, our thorough Commanding Officer, 

set us a high example in vigorous leadership. 

The training program of Brigade got underway on January 8th. 

The infantry units of the 2nd Cdn. Infantry Brigade (in order of 

seniority) were P.P.C.L.I., Seaforth Highlanders of Canada (from 

Vancouver), and The Edmonton Regt. The units were initially 

organized with 5 rifle companies each. 

Officers’ and Sergeants’ Messes were shared, and we joined the 

Patricia’s in a Mess while the Seaforth’s shared quarters with the 

Carleton and York Regt, of the 2 Cdn. Infantry Bde. The tall and 

affable CO of the Patricia’s, Lt.-Col. “Shorty” Calquhoan, made us 

very welcome in the Mess, even down to the lowly 2/Lts. “Shorty” 

had served with the Patricia’s when the 49th were with them in the 

‘Shiny Seventh’ Brigade of the 3 Cdn. Div. of World War I and his 

cordiality helped to break down the early coolness between our units, 

sprung in part from the “P.F.” condescension that the ex-militia units 

at first encountered. 

 

The unit War Diary of this period reports the men undergoing 

hardship due to the damp cold of the 1939-1940 winter. There was 

snow and it was cold by British standards and the dampness gave the 

cold a marrow-penetrating quality not felt by Westerners in the dry 

cold of their native prairies. The Morval plumbing and heating 

systems had been designed by incurable optimists who never let snow 

or cold invade their planning. So, for example, cold water pipes all 

ran along the outside walls of buildings and had no insulation. The 

contractors and others viewed the situation calmly. No doubt in time 

the cold would end, was their view; meanwhile pipes were to be laid 

according to tradition with no weak- kneed concessions to severe 

weather. A foreman when asked why water pipes were not dug-in 

below freezing level just said “I don’t rightly know but we never 

Ave”. 
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The Re'gt’s first night route march was performed in soldierly 

fashion - 5 miles in 14 hours. A demonstration of Infantry and Tanks 

in the assault also featured this first week of training in Britain. 

On January 12th the first Cdn. mail arrived - a great morale 

booster as always. Our Hon. Colonel - Maj.-Gen. W. A. Griesbach 

sent us his greetings in typical style saying, “Best Wishes to all hands 

- heads up and tails over the backs”. 

Just inside the wired-in acres of our camp area and close to the 

gates and the main road was Brigade HQ. Units in turn supplied the 

Brigade Guard and the Edmonton’s were regularly complimented by 

the keen-eyed Brigade Commander on our guards. It was one of the 

interesting phenomena of the evolving Regimental spirit that curse as 

they did the “parade-square stuff” and the “spit and polish” the men 

from the farms and towns and cities of Alberta became in short order 

parade ground soldiers who did not need to fear comparison with any 

parading troops. 

Despite chills and colds that raised the morning sick parades to 

tremendous proportions the unit kept at training - with ceremonial 

drill included. The reason for the extra drill became apparent when 

we learned that His Majesty King George VI was to inspect the 

Brigade on January 24th. The Brigade lined the road from Cove to 

Fleet and the officers were posted in review order in front of the-mile-

long file. His Majesty walked down the line, often pausing to chat 

with some man. One officer of our Unit, famed for his cheerfulness 

and the pungent horror of his French Canuck pipe tobacco, was 2/Lt. 

Harry Tremblay - the M.L.A. for Grouard when the war started. He 

was introduced and the King asked him how he liked Britain. Harry 

replied with more truth than tact, “Oh well, Sir, I guess we’ll get used 

to it”. 

 

Following the inspection, the Unit Commanders dined with His 

Majesty at the Officers’ Club in Aldershot. Lt.-Col. Stillman returned 

that evening to a course for CO’s at Sheerness from which he had 

returned briefly for this Royal visit. 

The last week of January found the Aldershot area blanketed with 

5 inches of snow with road travel and outdoor training made 

exceedingly difficult thereby. As the boot situation was bad and few 

new boots were available this too added to the training problems. This 

wet snow, accompanied by fog on some days was to hamper us 

through January and February. 

On January 31, 1940, three officers of our Allied Regt., “The 

Loyals (The Loyal North Lancashire Regiment), visited our officers. 

The mess rang to a long succession of army ditties - with some new 

ones (none of the Sunday School class variety) being provided by our 

brother officers from the Loyals. The following day Lt.-Col. Berkeley 

(retired) who served with the Loyals in the South Africa war and 

commanded both the 1st and 2nd Battalions of the Loyals in part of 

the 1914-1918 War was another most welcome visitor to our 

Regiment. 

The thin trickle of training stores reaching the Division at this 

time is well demonstrated in an item from the Unit War Diary of Feb. 

6th, that reads “Today seven compasses and pair of binoculars were 

issued to the Regt.”. 

This was the period of individual training with gas training and 

range firing of rifle and Bren being much stressed, also simple tactical 

training culminated on March 8th with an inter-company shoot where 

C Coy won the Cup presented to us by the 49th Bn. Association. 

By now the Regimental Band and its social offshoot, a dance 

orchestra, had become firm favorites in the Division with their 

services much sought for concerts and dances and functions at the 

excellent leave centre in London - Beaver House. 
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By 1st April 1940, it was milder and showery. Company training 

was underway with a rifle company in a defensive position being 

attacked by another rifle company. “A” Coy under Major Marshall 

Browse, M.A., forced C Coy under Capt. Ted Day from a defensive 

position with umpires on the job. Blank ammunition lent a bit of 

realism to the training. Another type of training then much stressed 

was the embussing of companies for quick moves, vehicles being 

provided by the R.C.A.S.C. 

Lt.-Col. Stillman put the unit through its paces in a battalion 

exercise; a defensive position was occupied near Camberley with 

food served in the field. Then the Bn. moved back by vehicles to a 

second defensive line along the Basingstoke Canal. 

Not all emphasis in this mid-April period was on defense for in 

the Basingstoke area the Brigade practiced the attack, supported by 

Vickers guns of the Sask. L.I. and “tanks” (i.e. unit carriers) and Field 

Artillery. Col. Lawrence of the British Army attached as Brigade 

Umpire rendered great assistance in bringing his seasoned soldier’s 

judgment to the discussion periods that followed each such training 

exercise. 

The 17th April brought real news. Lt.-Col. Stillman held a 

briefing session and advised that The Edmonton Regt., with certain 

attached troops had been picked from the Brigade for active service 

and would entrain the next day. A hectic period of orderly confusion 

ensued with rare war stores not seen before such as compasses and 

binoculars arriving for issue, with kit check-ups proceeding in haste. 

The unit strength was cut to 579 all ranks. On the night of 10 April, 

the unit marched proudly out to the strains of our Regimental March 

“Bonnie Dundee” played by the Seaforth pipe band. After much train 

delay the unit entrained at North Farnborough Station and was seen 

off by all the “high brass” of the 1st Cdn. Div. led by Maj.-Gen. A. 

G. L. McNaughton, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., and General Ironsides, the 

British C.I.G.S. 

The unit moved North by train into Scotland, proceeding to a 

Force Concentration Camp near the town of Dunfermline on the East 

coast of Scotland, within sight of the North Sea. Not far off was his-

toric Edinburgh and close by was the town of Canmore - after which 

our own Canmore in Alberta was named. The bare hills had a spongy, 

soggy turf. Rain fell often and the nights and days were damp and 

chill, but the air was charged with excitement for something - few 

knew just what was afoot! There was an issue of long canvas coats 

lined with sheepskin. These miniature tents buckled up the front and 

were warm though hardly suitable for fire and movement, and hill 

climbing. The unit was quartered in Bell tents while a few marquees 

held our map supply and stores, including the unit rum issue. Col. E. 

W. Sansom, acting as Brigadier due to the serious illness of Brig. 

George Pearkes, V.C., was designated Force Commander and his first 

move (a highly popular one) was to order a rum ration to be issued to 

all ranks. Not all the rum found its way to duly designated stomachs. 

In fact, our Sigs. Sgt. W. J. (Bill) Williams, himself a veteran of 

Gallipoli made a determined one-man effort to drink the unit rum 

ration. Bill was doing fine until he walked into (and almost over) our 

C.O. after challenging Maj. Archie Donald to personal combat; W. J. 

ended up in the digger, but he’d had himself a very large time. 

The Force we found, had been assembled to help stem the rapid 

German advance into Norway. While we waited our turn to go some 

units from the concentration area did actually move off - part of The 

Green Howards leaving by ship soon after we came into camp. 
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Although we could not know it then the military situation in 

Norway had quickly gone from bad to impossible. As far as North as 

Trondjheim, Norway, where we had been slated to disembark from 

destroyers, the German forces had moved speedily in and had 

overwhelmed the gallant but scanty forces of the Norwegians. 

On April 21st, less than 2 days after our arrival, our C.O. called 

all officers together and reported that, at least for the present, our 

force was not to go to Norway. It was a great disappointment but in 

the light of later events it was the only possible decision for our force 

could have accomplished nothing and in our first action we’d have 

been killed or captured and left to rot out the war in Prisoner of War 

Camps. 

The cheery Scots did much to raise our shattered spirits. An 

amateur troupe from Dunfermline with girl singers and musicians 

arrived at our camp site to join us in the action someone had now 

dubbed “The Battle of Sodden Field”. The troupe played in our 

largest marquee and got a great hand from all ranks in appreciation 

of these large hearted and friendly Scots who had journeyed through 

the rain to entertain us. By now various parties got out of camp on 

one pretext or another and lifted elbows with the convivial Scots of 

Canmore. Our genial M.O., Maj. Ken Hamilton, even brought us 

home a new tip for a cheap jag: whiskey followed by ale, followed 

by hot water. 

Capt. Dave Petrie’s War Diary records that the closing act of the 

day’s drama saw C.S.M. Eddie Greene of A Coy round up a fatigue 

to move the men’s cook house tent which was submerging in a sea of 

mud 4 inches deep. 

Until 23 April restrictions were eased and both parades were held 

into Dunfermline and unofficial sorties in various strengths found our 

men sampling the wonderful hospitality of the Scots who proved so 

cordial that many a man of the unit spent every leave in the months 

that lay ahead in bonny Scotland where the damp chill of the weather 

was more than offset by the warm-hearted welcomes of the Scots. 

On a beautiful spring day, the first decent day of weather in 

Scotland, we broke camp. It was April 25th. In two trains we headed 

back to Farnborough and by the next afternoon were again in familiar 

barracks cleaning off the Scots’ mud which had proved a worthy rival 

for our Canadian gumbo. For the 2 I/O Maj. E. B. Wilson our return 

meant the commencement of a long guerilla warfare with the 

Administrative types of the British Army. We’d left our billets in first 

rate shape but no sooner had the unit moved than Aldershot Area sent 

in an examining Board and assessed the Barrack damage at £2,000. I 

suppose this was an effort to have the Canadian Government pay for 

every shortage since Canadians first reached Cove but the wily types 

who conceived this simple scheme for balancing shortages didn’t 

know “our Ernie”. The paper war went on for years, but we never 

paid a damn cent of this mythical shortage. 

The first 10 days of May saw varied training tactics. Training was 

featured by two battalion attacks behind a timed barrage. Also, as the 

unit expected to have a new Regimental colour presented soon by His 

Majesty The King we had a most impressive Warrant Officer from 

the Coldstream Guards attached for duty in Ceremonial drill. With a 

ramrod military bearing, a waxed mustache of tremendous 

proportions, and a weird voice of great range, R.S.M. Yardley helped 

to smarten up our timing - once Canadian ears became attuned to his 

brand of English. 

May 10th brought the news that the “phony war” or the “waiting 

war” had come to an abrupt end. We learned that the Germans were 

attacking, moving on France through Belgium and Holland. The Regt 

got code word “Julius” meaning “be prepared to move” and leaves 

were cancelled at once. We received 33 impressed civilian trucks 

with their drivers to augment our scanty transport should we move in 

an anti-invasion role. 
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On May 13th A and B Companies carried out bridging operations 

with Kapok floats and were cheered to see at their training site our 

gallant Brigadier Pearkes who by sheer will power had fought his way 

back to duty after an illness that would have killed a lesser man. 

On May 15th E. W. (Ted) Day took over as Unit Adjutant - with 

D. A. (Dave) Petrie going as 2 I/C of B Company. Alex (Ack Ack) 

Gilchrist went to C Company as 2 I/C. 

By May 26th The Edmonton Regt., arriving back from training in 

the chalk hills at Warminster, found it was on 3 hours’ notice to move. 

Wounded and refugees were streaming into South English ports as 

the German attack rolled with crushing strength and speed toward the 

coast of France. Our 2 I/C, Major E. B. Wilson, recalled from a course 

at Hythe in view of the impending move, found railways choked with 

refugees and wounded British, French and Belgian soldiers. Two 

days later our unit company transport was moved to Southampton and 

it looked very much as though we were headed for real action at last. 

Ed Newton and his men of the Transport Platoon were working day 

and night and orderly room and Q.M. staffs were working a 16-hour 

day too. 

On May 29th the Battalion moved off in transport at battle 

strength and with full equipment. We moved North - into the 

Kettering area - some 80 miles North of London and experienced for 

the first time the novelty of moving into civilian billets. This 

industrial town of 35,000 people in Northamptonshire had its first 

taste of “foreign” troops with our arrival. Though we didn’t know it 

then we were there because Army Intelligence had warnings of a 

proposed German parachute surprise landing to knock out the great 

steel and iron foundries near Kettering which were feeding munitions 

of war to the equipment-short British. After initial dubiousness the 

good people of the town competed for the privilege of providing our 

men with billets. Their broad North 

 

Country accent was a bit baffling to us but ours was as novel to them. 

Soon one saw the most unmilitary spectacle of soldiers sweeping the 

front walk of a modest cottage or pushing baby carriages or carrying 

parcels. The men loved it; it was almost as though for a while we 

could be civilians again. Hordes of kids flocked the streets asking 

every soldier for his autograph. The men began to feel like 

Hollywood stars and enjoyed themselves hugely. It was here in 

Kettering that our first Canadian soldier of the unit married. Pte. 

Nahumko wed a Kellering girl and years later she and her family all 

came to Edmonton to live. 

This was the era when the threat of invasion of Britain was a very 

present menace and our Brigade had moved to this area - it transpired 

so that it could move out for 100 miles in any direction to attack 

airborne invasion forces. It followed that we must know the routes 

and this proved no easy task for the maps issued were very small scale 

and all road signs had been taken down while all citizens of Britain 

had been warned against giving information to any stranger. So, the 

party of 12 officers under Major Archie Donald detailed for 

reconnaissance duties had no easy task. 

As with other schemes of this period of turmoil when the French 

and Dutch and Belgians were being tramped over while the British 

lion was getting a severe mauling on the continent, our stay in 

Northhants was brief. By June 7th the Brigade was on the move back 

to the Aldershot Area. The very next day the Brigade was visited by 

the King and Queen who inspected the Brigade drawn up in a hollow 

square and paused to chat with many before leaving to the 

enthusiastic cheers of all ranks. The Brigade was warned for a move 

and again, with a Royal visit made to us on such short notice, it looked 

as though France was our destination. 

By June 11th the unit transport was painted with serial numbers 

and camouflage paint and was ready to move to Plymouth. An 

advance party was sent off - Capt. A. A. Gilchrist, Cpl. J. A. R. 

Devine and Pte. A. L. Roy - and they actually got to Boulogne, 

France, before being recalled. Three officers were to move the 

transport group consisting of 97 other ranks and all our vehicles; they 

were three Lieutenants from our “originals” - Ed Newton, Bob 

Summersgill and Alan Nichols. However, by June 14th this move 

was postponed and although we could not guess it then, it was to be 

almost two years before most of us sailed from Britain for a fighting 

front and then it was Sicily and Italy rather than France that we were 

to trudge over. 

Late in June we made a brief move to tents in the Aylesbury area, 

not too far from historic Oxted. At Aylesbury somebody made a 

tactical error; British and Polish Airforce personnel and Canadian 

soldiers were all paid on the same day and went into the town looking 

for excitement. The fair sex had unprecedented competition for their 

favors: the pubs did a literally roaring business. There was a lovely 

big fight as the Irish would say, rifle and pistol shots rang out in the 

summer darkness. Our C.O. and 2 I/C, on their way to restore order, 

were fired on and prudently withdrew. It was not long after this that 

our Brigade was moved to the much less populous area of Blindley 

Heath in. the. Surrey woodlands, finding local billets or sleeping in 

tents in the quiet countryside. Here occurred one well-guarded 

operation that can now be revealed: the local vicar had a quiet duck 

pond with lovely fat ducks puddling thereon. 
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To his consternation these began to disappear - one by one. Had 

the good vicar heard shots by night he’d have had no doubt of their 

fate, but such was not the case. Though the peace of the countryside 

was never shattered by nocturnal volleys still the stout quack-quacks 

kept disappearing. Finally, although the Vicar never knew just why, 

the losses ceased. Your historian can now disclose the truth. Indians 

of D Coy were stripping and wading out into the pond. Quietly, as 

they had done with the wild mallards of our Canadian sloughs, they 

had come up under the dozing ducks, pulled them under and drowned 

them and then borne them quietly off to vary their platoon diet with 

fresh roast duck! Bill Bury of D Coy got wise to this silent scouting 

in time to save the Vicar some of his flock. 

The Long Years of Training 

In August of 1940 the weather was warm and lovely - even by 

Canadian standards. The sun shone regularly from a clear blue sky. 

Those were days of battalion and brigade-level training with British 

tanks and our own artillery supporting the training attacks. Moves by 

transport were featured followed by quick debussing and deployment. 

This theoretical training was very often interrupted by the “Air Raid 

Red” warning - meaning that enemy aircraft were over Britain. In the 

evening the homes and pubs of Oxted and the neighborhood 

furnished all with friendly recreation. Dances and concerts were also 

arranged when training permitted us evenings off duty. 

By now the epic air struggle that was to become known as the 

Battle of Britain was in full swing. The War Diary records that on the 

15th of August three newly arrived Lieuts - Don Sims, Cy Irwin and 

G. L. McLachlan - got to Oxted in time to join us in slit trenches in 

our outdoor positions where we watched a thrilling aerial “dog-fight”. 

Three planes were seen brought down. Some of our unit AA guns 

opened up on the raiders. It brought the war closer to see this enemy 

of whom we had talked for so long. 

As Stuka dive bombers and Henkel and Dornier high altitude 

bombers were coming over in increasing numbers the Division had 

some training in quick moves by small detachments to deal with 

“enemy parachutists”. It looked as though aerial invasion was close. 

The trick was to set up a force sufficient for this role without 

committing the error of splitting units up into small sub-units or what 

the British soon taught us to call “penny packets”. 

 

 

On Sunday, August 25, our Commanding Officer, Lt.-Col. W. G. 

Stillman, who in the opinion of all, had done an outstanding job of 

raising and training the unit, left us permanently for other military 

duties. W. G. “Bill” Stillman gave all ranks a very impressive 

farewell address; he joined the officers afterwards at H.Q. Coy mess 

for a final round of farewells. At this send-off we downed two bottles 

of Scotch won by our 2 i/c on a bet. Maj. Wilson collected (under 

protest) from Maj. Bill Bury and Major George Beaton - the losers 

conceding that the unit had been in “action” the previous Sunday 

when our unit machine guns on anti-aircraft mounts fired on enemy 

raiders. 

The balance of August was featured by intensive training and 

nightly heavy bombing raids on the London area with the German 

bombers droning over our quiet Surrey training grounds in a steady 

stream. For most, night hours the anti-aircraft fire was continuous 

punctuated by the rolling thunder of bombs falling in the London 

Area. The night sky was red with the glare of fires from North of our 

area where London sprawled along the Thames. Major E. B. Wilson 

was now in command of the Regiment. 

By Sept. 9th the Battalion was on short notice to move. The air 

raids had continued daily, and it appeared at least possible that the 

German Army might attempt the invasion of Britain. Two courses of 

action resulted from the invasion possibility. First the unit made close 

study of roads leading East and South East toward possible German 

landing points and two rifle companies learned traffic control duties 

from such an event. Secondly, we began to practice with the local 

Home Guard - chiefly in mopping up of enemy parachutists and the 

establishing and manning of roadblocks to slow down invasion 

forces. 

(To Be Continued Next Issue) 
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TAKEN AT ANNUAL PICNIC 

 
All smiling and happy and having a rare fine time - John Michaels and members of the Association who helped him to dispense hot dogs, 

pop, etc., have not discovered the actual maximum number of hot dogs that children are capable of devouring. 
 

 

What soldier’s wife complained that her dependents’ allowance 

had not been increased although her hero had been promoted to 

C.S.M.? And has he told her yet that the exalted rank to which he 

had climbed by sheer courage and ability was Company Sanitary 

Man? 
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NEWS OF THE LOYAL EDMONTON REGIMENT 
Change in Organization and New Commanding Officer Personnel 

Lt.-Col. J. C. Rowlatt relinquished his appointment as C.O. and 

was S.O.S. to Supplementary Reserve on 28 Feb 54. Lt.-Col. R. A. 

Bradburn was T.O.S. and appointed C.O. on 1 Mar 54. 

 

 

 

At the same time Major H. G. Field was S.O.S. to Supp. Res. on 

28 Feb 54 and Major G. J. Armstrong attended at R.C.A.C. school 

Borden for a 2 weeks Field Officers Refresher Course early in the 

fall. Major Field has, however, found he misses the unit parades and 

was re-attached from Supp. Res. on 1 Sept 54. 

Major R. R. Lilley left the unit to join the Q.O.R. in the C.A. 

(A.F.) on 16 Mar 54. 

Major L. E. Taplin was S.O.S. to Supp. Res. early in the year 

when he received a promotion in his civilian firm and was transferred 

to Vancouver. 

Major K. E. Wakefield was T.O.S. the Unit in Jan 54. Major 

Wakefield was formerly an officer of the 38th Battalion, Northern 

Victoria Regiment of the Australian Army. 

The unit has acquired a second M.O. in the person of Major P. H. 

Malcolmson who has been attached from Supp. Res. 

Captain McSween was called out from 18 Dec 53 to 31 Mar 54 as 

a Personnel Officer at H.Q. Western Command and from 17 May 54 

to 9 Aug 54 as Transport Officer at Vernon. 

The Unit Band under Major R. Esmonde has increased its strength 

from 28 to 38 since the beginning of the year and is presently seeking 

an establishment for a 40-piece band. 

Recruiting for the Unit, particularly in outlying companies, has 

been improving and strength is increasing month by month. 

The L.E.R. has 6 C.W.A.C. personnel attached. 

Training 

Since the fall parades have gotten under way; the unit has 

embarked enthusiastically on a concentrated training programme 

which includes drill, weapon training and Military Law. Tests will be 

held monthly. 

On Saturday and Sunday, the 23rd and 24th of Oct 54, two full 

days range training were held at Winterburn range and this was 

attended by nearly 200 members of the units. Officers and men from 

Vegreville and Vermilion Cos. were brought in by bus on Friday 

evening and returned the same way Saturday evening. Those 

attending from Grande Prairie were transported both ways by air by 

the R.C.A.F. During the evening of Sat., 23 Oct, the unit attended the 

football game between Edmonton Eskimos and Saskatchewan Rough 

Riders. This was a very successful weekend. 

16 Officers, 5 W.O.’s, 12 N.C.O.’s and 22 O.R.’s attended 

summer camp in July of this year for training in tactics on platoon 

and company levels. Organization and Social 

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment, under the recent re-organization 

of Reserve Force to Militia is now designated as The Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment (3rd Btn. P.P.C.L.I.) and is affiliated with the P.P.C.L.I. In 

honour of this affiliation the C.O. and 5 other officers of the unit 

attended dinner at the P.P.C.L.I. Officers’ Mess in Calgary on the 

evening prior, to the annual Trooping of the Colours. On this occasion 

the C.O., Lt.-Col. Bradburn, presented to the P.P.C.L.I. Officers’ 

Mess, on behalf of the L.E.R., a plaque which consisted of a 

P.P.C.L.I. crest, bound by a gold chain to an L.E.R. crest, mounted 

on a French Grey background and suitably inscribed. 
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Following the parade, the C.O. and 11 officers and wives of the 

L.E.R. attended the Trooping Ball which was a great success. 

Sport 

The L.E.R. 49er’s of Grande Prairie (“D” Coy.) captured the 

championship of the Wapiti Men’s Football League this summer and 

racked up an impressive record of wins in doing so. They were also 

Beaverlodge and Grande Prairie Sports Day Champions. 

Unit Messes 

Major E. Boyd was P.M.C. of the L.E.R. Mess, taking over from 

Major E. Mason, until his private business demands forced him to 

resign and he was replaced by Major “Ed” Pritchard who is presently 

engaged in organizing a Mess Dinner and getting together a unit 

representation at the annual U.S.I. Ball. 

The Officers’ Mess at Camp Harris has been wired for electricity 

and now enjoys electric light. It has also been re-decorated. 

The Sgts. Mess at Camp Harris was officially opened this fall and 

it is expected to be put to good use as something which has long been 

missing. 

There was some hope expressed for the establishment of a men’s 

mess which is needed to complete the picture. 

W. H. BELCHER RETIRES AND TRAVELS 

W. H. Belcher, 10935 - 82 Street, retired from the Edmonton Post 

Office after 42 years’ service which was continuous except for his 

service with the 49th from 1915 to 1919. On his retirement he was 

presented with a traveling bag by H. W. Gregory, the Postmaster. 

Very shortly after his retirement he and Mrs. Belcher left for a trip 

to Britain. He has now returned with interesting and glowing accounts 

of his trip which included the Annual Pilgrimage and Tour of 

Belgium, Holland and France in July. 

His story agrees perfectly with that of R. E. Wootton, elsewhere 

in this issue. 

 

GEORGE GLEAVE HONORED 
George Gleave (49th) was honored this year by being elected 

Vice-President of the Dominion Command of the Canadian Legion, 

B.E.S.L. We congratulate George, we are proud and grateful for his 

expenditure of time and effort, and we are pleased to publish the 

following appeal submitted by him - Canadian Legion branches are 

presently conducting a campaign for increased membership, and we 

are asking for your assistance. What have you done about it? 

History teaches us that the major troubles of mankind are caused 

by the indifference, of the man on the street, who only springs to 

action when it is too late. Hitler and the German people are a tragic 

example of this fact. In Edmonton, we have just had a civic election, 

yet only fifteen percent of the eligible voters turned out to vote. What 

were the excuses of the other eighty-five percent? They had none; 

only indifference. 

The Canadian Legion for twenty-nine years has carried on the 

fight on behalf of ex-service men for pensions, war veterans 

allowance, hospital treatment, etc., to the extent that we in Canada, 

have the finest legislation for veterans that exists in the world, but 

still there is room for vast improvement. At the moment we are asking 

for improvement in the War Veterans Allowance Act. This does not 

affect the greater number of ex-service men, but it does concern 

42,000 veterans in Canada who are forced to exist, if single, upon 

fifty dollars; or if married upon $90.00 a month. When our repre-

sentations are made to the government, you may rest assured that the 

government are fully aware of our numerical strength; or in other 

words our membership, and that knowledge to some extent affects 

their decisions. 

In Alberta we have 96,000 veterans, yet only 24,000 belong to the 

Canadian Legion; on the other hand, three out of four who apply to 

the Legion for assistance have never belonged to any veterans’ 

organization. Those who require help are indifferent to the fact that 

membership gives us additional strength to fight on their behalf. 

Those who do not require help are indifferent to the plight of their 

comrades, with whom they fought during one and possibly two Great 

Wars. 

Even membership itself is not sufficient; every ex-service man 

and woman should join the Canadian Legion, and then having joined 

should take an active interest in the affairs of the organization. The 

mere payment of dues itself does not constitute the service and aid 

that you should give to your comrades less fortunate than yourself. 

Cease to be indifferent; think of the men with whom you sailed, flew 

or marched in years gone by. Many of these are still in hospital, many 

are blinded, many mentally ill; and what of the widows and children 

of those who made the supreme sacrifice, and lie in foreign fields? 

The great work carried on by the Canadian Legion must go on and it 

can only succeed by a Legion strong in membership. Get behind your 

local committee and make it your definite objective to bring in at least 

one new member at once. If you do this, we should double our 

membership and thus increase the strength of our representation to 

the Government on behalf of all who have served their country. 
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ACTION AT CAMP HARRIS 
During the past year two very successful - and enjoyable - 

campaigns have been waged at Camp Harris by the officers of the 

Edmonton Regiment Mess. The first, held in the Fall of 1952 was the 

annual Pheasant Shoot. After it became established that not one 

pheasant remained to be shot at, the doughty warriors rallied in the 

mess from the rigors of the field and celebrated their success. 

In early Spring a Tiger Hunt was carried out with equal success 

over the same territory. Native beaters and hunters have since 

reported the area completely free of these terrifying and cruel beasts 

and safe for children and wives attending the annual Church Parade 

and picnic. No wild animals remain except a few pink elephants 

which are harmless. 

“When limbs are supple, hounds are fast, 

And ladies fair as dreams, 

And birds and beasts are in the field 

And fish are in the streams 

Then summon your companions 

Be gay while yet you’re young 

So, fill your tankards to the brim 

And lubricate your tongue.”  

 

 

 

The Orderly Sergeant’s Column in the Legionary 

of May 1952 quoted A. G. Rowland, Secretary of the 

Vancouver Branch of the Association; he mentions 

the fact that the 49th Battalion (Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment) has held a reunion dinner in January, 

every year since 1919, and that the Association 

publishes “The Forty- Niner” once a year. 

We are even better than that; we have also held a 

Church Parade in July every year. Originally this was 

a parade from the Market Square to the Legislative 

Building Grounds, a Drumhead Service, and march 

back, complete with colours and band. In some way 

those city blocks grew longer, the pavement harder, 

and the sun hotter; or perhaps the War II veterans 

found themselves handicapped by lack of M.T., 

anyway it changed to a Parade and Colours and 

Band, to the Cenotaph only four blocks away, 

followed by a picnic at Camp Harris. Here, in an 

ideal location only a few miles out, of the city, we 

bring together our wives, children and grandchildren 

for races and prizes, hot dogs, ice cream, picnic 

lunches, cones and bottles, and bottles, and bottles of 

soft drinks. 

Has Orderly Sergeant found any other unit of 

both world wars that can match this record of getting 

together twice a year? 

Army Benevolent Fund 

This fund exists to assist veterans of World War 

II, servicemen of the Canadian Army Active Force 

and their dependents. Applications for assistance 

from this fund should be forwarded to the Secretary 

for Alberta, Mr. A. H. Norrington, 706 6th Street 

West, Calgary. 
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EXTRACTS FROM A CAPTURED GERMAN OFFICER’S DIARY 
Somme - 1916 

(Continued) 
1-8-16 - Tremendous confusion prevails generally at the front; we 

cannot get to our position. Lt. Pfleghar, who has been from the 

Company to Bn. H.Q., says that the Battalion Commander knows 

nothing at all. Men are lying all mixed up, Jager, 22nd, 23rd, 19th, in 

holes and shell holes. Saxons are lying there too, with whom the field 

police have a tiresome job, as they have to fetch a great many out of 

the cornfields. So, it is no wonder if nobody is in front. In Equancourt 

a man said when questioned “Yes, I went off and came back again”. 

It is a fearful mix-up, and as long as there is no order and supervision, 

no methodical counter-attack can be made. Our airmen are rabbits; 

not one shows himself over the lines. 

2-8-16 - Yesterday evening at 11 the company marched. off, after 

having been scared out of its bivouac in an unpleasant manner by 

shell fire at 10:15. The 3rd Company had several killed and wounded. 

It was a long march, during which touch was lost several times, so 

that the men in the rear nearly always had to double. We passed 

through Rancourt, left Combles, which was burning and was still 

being continuously bombarded, on our right, went along the ravine . 

. . and reached the slope halfway up which the position is situated . . 

. Two Companies of the III Bn. are in reserve at Combles; two more, 

and the II Bn. are in the little wood which we left yesterday. The 

French airmen fly scarcely 600 ft. above our lines, while not a single 

one of ours shows himself. We cannot fire, for if we do we 

immediately get heavy artillery fire. So, we have to put up with it - 

lying in a trench in broiling heat, thirsty, and waiting till we are shot 

to pieces or buried, or, if God will, come out of it safely ... We have 

brought with us preserved rations; there is no water; at the best it can 

be got in Combles, which is generally under fire. 

3-8-16 - We got coffee from Combles yesterday. No light matter 

for the men who fetched it. 

The soil here consists of lime and chalk, good for digging in, but 

there is very great danger that a man who gets buried will not come 

out again. Luckily, I found another yesterday afternoon. The French 

only fire with heavy calibers - 12 cm. to 30 cm.; they fire all day long 

with perfect accuracy, with aeroplane observation, while not a single 

one of our airmen is to be seen; the French airmen are masters of the 

air. They brought down a German yesterday morning too, that is 

disgusting. When we read the French communique, we put a question 

mark after these claims; but only for the sake of illusion; it does really 

happen. 

4-8-16 - The French airmen direct the enemy’s fire; they are 

splendid fellows. They fly scarcely 1,200 ft. over our position, and 

we cannot show ourselves or attract attention. What object are the 

French trying to gain by this insane expenditure of ammunition? The 

offensive has failed; they can get no farther. 

5-8-16 - We experienced the most accurate barrage fire possible; 

it was a lesson and a proof to us all of what will happen to us if we 

either attack or defend. Unfortunately, it again caused us some losses, 

so that I have now had 2 killed and 8 wounded in my platoon in the 

last four days. 

I received the news that my dear good Werner was killed on the 

27th. I was filled with rage at the English, by whose impious hand he 

died. 

6-8-16 - The Bn. is relieved in rather difficult circumstances. 

Unfortunately, we again had some wounded. It is incredible that the 

Bn. is going into the same wood which was fired on when we were 

leaving it. 

Our airmen are so inferior that they do not hold the field even as 

far behind the front as this. Our standard of airmanship is far below 

the French and English. In consequence we cannot go a yard outside 

the protecting foliage of the wood; enemy airmen are always cruising 

around the bit of wood and signalling. We are here frankly inferior - 

we may confess it to ourselves, or not. “Germany ahead in the air” is 

not the case at all. That is why we have these enormous losses at the 

front too. No one shakes off the pests which stick to us continually 

all day and till into the night. This moral defeat has a bad effect on us 

all. Ultimate success depends only on the combined use of all 

weapons at our disposal which is lacking here. It is all the more 

surprising that we shoot down so many enemy aeroplanes - but they 

are always the same ones. 

7-8-16 - Great air activity, which is gradually getting on our 

nerves. The wood was fired on at 10 p.m., so that we had to clear out. 

The bivouac, unfortunately, could not be moved further back. 

8-8-16 - The English and French attacked at 5 a.m. on the front 

held by the 123rd, 124th and were assisted by the Bavarians. The 

124th Regt, took prisoner 7 officers and 346 men, the 127th some 

prisoners and 2 machine-guns. 
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In order to keep the company together if the bombardment of the 

wood is repeated, every squad today constructed a trench, which it is 

occupying. Cases of straggling are multiplying fearfully; yesterday 

one man of the company bolted as far as Equancourt; there the Town 

Commandant arrested him and telephoned to the Bn. The fellows are 

making the Regt, a laughingstock. Another roundly declared that he 

would not go into the trenches anymore; all Capt. Goz’s 

representations were unsuccessful. The number of men reporting sick 

is also mounting up. Lt. of Reserve Schenk (F.l) reported himself 

sick; foot trodden on! Some of our men are absolute cowards, who 

take every opportunity to get away from the company. 

9-8-16 - Protestant Church Parade at 10:45. He (the Chaplain) 

evidently with intention, dwelt, on loyalty and courage, and spoke of 

fear and cowardice. Let us hope that we shall not be more than 

another week on the Somme. 

10-8-16 - The 2nd and 3rd Companies relieved the 4th and 6th in 

Combles shortly after midnight. The men are in trenches which lead 

through the houses, in places cellars. The officers and all the higher 

staff are in the catacombs, which were only discovered when the civil 

poulation took refuge in them when Combles was bombarded. They 

have 3 exits. They are about 15m (45 ft. underground). Combles 

presents a picture of the most fearful destruction and barbaric fury. 

We are partly to blame, as we have emplaced many guns in houses in 

the eastern part of Combles, but the northwestern part has also 

suffered severely. 

12-8-16 - Up to this morning about 20 men had reported sick in 

the last 2 days, and some of them have been placed on the sick-list. 

This is because the men, with the best will in the world, have no op-

portunity of taking things easily; they are simply overworked and 

overstrained. In spite of all the men in the front line must be fit to 

fight and fresh. 

There was an attack. The French partly occupy Maurepas along 

with us. Only on the front held by our Regt, were they beaten back 

after severe fighting. The 1st and 3rd Companies each put in 1 

platoon. Several officers fell, and even airmen took part in the fight 

with their machine-guns from a height of 300 ft. Men came back with 

wounds in the head inflicted from above. 

13-8-16 - I went in front of the Douage wood to reconnoitre a 

position in which any retreating Bavarians might be collected, who 

had to retire from Maurepas to Combles. 12 p.m. Left to relieve in 

the old position. 

THE SHINY TWO BRIGADE 
I love to hear the music 

Of the Shiny Two Brigade. 

I love to hear the music 

Of the Mills hand grenade 

I love to hear the music 

Of the old whizz-bang, 

A’bursting on the parapet 

Of the dirty Allemagne. 

I love to hear the music 

Of the old Nine-two, 

That puts Jackie Johnson in the shade. 

But the best damn music 

In the whole wide world 

Is the music of the Shiny Two Brigade. 

Trench Mortors - Whizz, Bang, Boom. 
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P.P.C.L.I. BATTLE HONOURS 
Frezenberg   Ypres 1915-1917 

Fleurs-Courcelette   Mount Sorrell 

Passchendaele   Vimy 1917 

Scarpe 1918   Amiens 

France and Flanders 1914-1918  Pursuit to Mons 

Prior to the outbreak of World War I, Andrew Hamilton-Gault 

proposed the raising of a small, mounted corps for service overseas if war 

were declared, the corps to be financed and equipped by himself. On 

August 6, 1914, Colonel Gault’s, offer was accepted by the Canadian 

Government as for an infantry battalion. By August 18 there were 1,098 

of all ranks, of (whom 1,049 had previous service in South Africa or 

elsewhere in the regular forces of the British Empire. 

Her Royal Highness Victoria Patricia Helena Elizabeth, daughter of 

Canada’s Governor-General, the Duke of Connaught, consented to act as 

Colonel-in-Chief. 

The unit sailed for the United Kingdom on August 28, 1914 and was 

immediately included in the famous 80th Brigade and was in the front 

lines in the Ypres sector before Christmas in 1914. The Pats were 

engaged in the historic Battle of Frezenberg in May 1915, suffering very 

heavy casualties. In December 1915, the Pats joined the 7th Canadian 

Infantry Brigade of the 3rd Canadian Division, the Brigade comprising 

the Royal Canadian Regiment, 42nd and 49th Battalions, together with 

the Princess Pats. At the close of the war the Regiment returned to Canada 

under the command of Lt. Col. Gault, D.S.O., and was immediately 

selected as one of the three infantry regiments comprising the Canadian 

permanent force with Regimental Headquarters at Fort Osborne 

Barracks, Winnipeg. From 1919 to 1939 the Regiment provided 

instructors and administrative staffs for camp and provisional schools in 

various parts of Canada. 

On September 1, 1939, the Pats were again mobilized for active 

service and sailed for the United Kingdom as a unit of the First Canadian 

Division. In company with the Loyal Edmonton Regiment the unit spent 

the next three years in coastal defense and training in the United 

Kingdom. The Second Brigade included the Pats, Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment and the Seaforth Highlanders. Actions in which the Regiment 

took part included Vinchiaturo, Moro River, Vino Ridge, Hitler Line, 

Gothic Line, Savio River, and the crossings of Naviglio Canal and Senio 

River. As part of the First Division the Regiment moved to N.W. Europe 

to join the First Canadian Army in March 1935 and took part in all 

operations in Holland. 

A second battalion was formed to take part in the fighting against 

Japan; upon the surrender of Japan this Battalion moved from Shilo to 

Calgary. 

The first Battalion together with the Depot is located at Currie 

Barracks, Calgary. The second Battalion proceeded to Germany in 

October 1953, and later took part in the fighting in Korea. One of the 

commanding officers was Col. Jim Stone of the Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment. 

ANNUAL MEETING 

The Annual Meeting of the Association was held in the Memorial 

Hall, Edmonton, on Sunday, Nov. 14, with President G. D. K. Kinnaird 

in the chair. There was considerable discussion of the recent militia 

reorganization making the Loyal Edmonton Regiment the Third Battalion 

of the P.P.C.L.I. 

ANNUAL DINNER TO BE HELD IN THE MACDONALD 

HOTEL, JANUARY 8, 1955. All arrangements are being made by the 

Executive. 

LEFT OUT OF BATTLE 
(Tune of Lili Marlene) 

As through the mud you drag your weary feet,  

Underneath your tunic your heart has ceased to beat.  

No matter what becomes of thee, 

I’ll always laugh and sing with glee 

For I am LOB. 

For I am LOB. 

When you hear the chatter of the spandaus in the night 

And it makes you wonder if your cause is right,  

No matter how afraid you are 

You’ll find me at the nearest bar 

For I am LOB. 

For I am LOB. 

When you hear the minnies maining loud and clear  

Shaking up your insides and landing mighty near.  

That is the time to know no fear 

As I drink up your NAAFI beer 

For I am LOB. 

For I am LOB. 

When you meet the Wehrmacht across the next canal  

That is the time I wish you well, ol’ Pal. 

When you go into that attack 

Think of me, I’m ten miles back 

For I am LOB. 

For I am LOB. 

THIS SETTLES IT 

Some elderly ladies were talking about the Navy, Army and Air 

Force in which their sons were serving. The soldier’s mother ended 

all argument with - “Well, our sacred Hymn goes - Onward Christian 

Soldiers - and it doesn’t say anything as nice about sailors or airmen.” 

An old-timer is one who remembers when a baby-sitter was called 

“Mother” 
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SLANG IN THE FORCES 
By ERIC PARTRIDGE 

Most of the slang expressions below are among those used by our 

gallant allies, the Navy and Airforce, and have been selected from 

“A Dictionary of Forces’ Slang” by Eric Partridge.  

AMBEET - Potent Maltese wine. 

ANGEL’S WHISPER - Naval reveille. 

ASHCAN - A depth charge. Wasted time.  

ATLANTIC RANGERS - Herrings. 

BANGER - Sausage, from its reputedly explosive properties. 

BARBER’S CAT - Garrulous messmate.  

BARMAID’S BLUSH - Special shade of pink paint 

used on invasion craft in Hitler War. 

BASHI BAZOUKS - Old Naval term for Royal Marines. 

BATHING BEAUTY - Lower-deckese for blanc mange. 

BLACK VARNISH - Canteen stout. 

BLIGHTY - England. A Blighty one was a wound that meant 

evacuation to England. From Hindustani “Bilahty” - England. 

BUBBLE DANCING - Cookhouse fatigues.  

BUNNY’S MEAT - All green vegetables. 

CAMEL TO CONSUMER - ‘C. to C.’ cigarettes, sent as a gift to troops 

in Italy by kindly South Africans (Cape to Cairo). 

CANTEEN COWBOY - A ladies’ man. 

CANTEEN MEDALS - Stains, usually of beer, on the tunic. 

CHAIRBORNE - Those who dictate world strategy from an armchair at 

home or H.Q. (The Chair- borne Infantry, by its indomitable 

courage, won many decorations.) 

CHICKEN BERRIES; CHICKEN FRUIT - Lower- deck. (Hens’) eggs. 

CHINESE WEDDING-CAKE - Rice pudding.  

CLAMPY - Any flat-footed person. 

CLEWING-UP - Linking up, making liaison with.  

CLOAK AND DAGGER JOB - A Secret Service assignment. 

CLOSE HANGAR DOORS!; HANGAR DOORS CLOSE! - Stop 

talking shop! 

CONSERVATORY - Cabin of an aircraft.  

CRAB - A Junior Midshipman. 

DEEP-SEA BEEF - Haddock. 

DEPTH CHARGES - Figs and prunes.  

DITTY-BOX - Small wooden box used to be issued to seamen, now 

replaced by the more convenient attaché-case. 

DODDERING DICK - Machine gun.  

DONKEY’S BREAKFAST - A straw-filled palliasse.  

DUSTBIN - A rear-gunner’s turret. 

 

DUST OF THE BURMA ROAD - Bread. 

ELECTRIC COW, The - Machinery in a battleship for converting milk-

powder and water into “milk”. 

EMPIRE - A large, especially if unnecessarily large, department run 

with a view to obtaining promotion for those in charge, who thus 

become empire-builders. 

ENSA - A word made up from the initials of the organizations that 

provided entertainment for the services. 

E.T.B.’s - Wren slang for black Service knickers (Elastic top and 

bottom). 

FAMILY TREE - Lavatory. 

FARMYARD NUGGETS - Mess-deck slang for eggs. 

FISH-EYES - Tapioca pudding. 

FLOOSIE - A girl friend. 

GABERDINE SWINE - Staff Officers in Cairo, so Christened by 

forward troops in the Western desert. From “Gadarene Swine”. 

GIMLET - A gin and lime. 

GRABLE-bodied Seaman - A boat’s-crew Wren. 

GREMLIN - A mischievous sprite, by the R.A.F. held responsible for 

all mishaps. 

GROG BLOSSOM - A red nose. 

IRISH MAIL - A sack of potatoes. 

JABO CLUB- - That imaginary club to which belong all airmen just 

about browned off. 

JEAN - A seaman’s blue collar with three rows of taps. 

JENNY - A Wren rating. 

JIMMY THE ONE - The First Lieutenant. (Navy: lowerrdeck.) 

KILLICK - An old Navy term for an anchor, hence “Killick” is a 

nickname for a Leading Hand in any branch of the Service. 

LEATHERNECKS - Royal Marines, from leather lining of collar. 

LOT’S WIFE - Salt. 

LOVER’S LEAP - The first early morning train from Waterloo to 

Portsmouth. 

LUFFED-IN, BE - To be put in the way of something pleasant or 

otherwise. 

MAE WEST - The safety-jacket worn by pilots and aircrews. 

MARKS OF THE BEAST - A Midshipman’s collar 

MEDAL, SHOW A. - To have a fly-button undone.  

MONKEY MOTIONS - Physical drill. 

MUSCLE BOSON - Physical Training Instructor. 

NAFFY GONG OR MEDAL - Any medal that was awarded more or 

less as an issue - a campaign star; especially the 1939-45 Star. 

NATTER PARTY - A conference at which there is much talk of an 

inconclusive or useless kind. 

NELSON’S BLOOD - Navy rum, so-called because Lord Nelson’s 

body was brought back to his country pickled in rum. 

NURSEMAID - A fighter escort for bombers. 

NUTS AND BOLTS WITH AWNING - Steak-and- kidney pie. 

OUTSIDE WALKEE - Pidgin English for a paddle- steamer 

PARATROOPS - A colloquial shortening of “parachute troops”; also 

personnel who write Para I, II etc. 

PARSON’S YEOMAN - The volunteer organist at Divine Service. 

PASH WAGON - A liberty bus. 
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PATHFINDER - An airman singularly lucky or perhaps judicious in 

finding women. 

PITIFUL OBJECTS - Petty Officers. 

PLUTO - Pipe line under the channel. 

POMPEY - Portsmouth. 

POPSEY or POPSIE - A girl friend. 

PRANG - To bomb heavily; to crack.  

PREGNANT DUCK - A Hudson aircraft. 

QUEEN BEE - The W.A.A.F. Officer in charge of a “Waaf” detachment 

or unit or camp. 

RED FLANNEL - High-ranking officers. 

RED LEAD - Herrings in tomato sauce. 

ROGUE’S YARN - Not an “Old man of the sea” story, but coloured 

thread found in the heart of Government rope to prevent its being 

stolen. 

ROUND SHOT - Peas. 

RUBBER HEELS - Hard fried eggs. 

SAND-PAPERING THE ANCHOR - Unnecessary work. 

SCREECH - Name given to wine. 

SHOT DOWN IN FLAMES - Jilted; crossed in love.  

SICK-BAY COCKTAIL - A dose of medicine.  

SLIDE AND GLITTER - Marmalade. 

SMILE - PLEASE RUN • - A photo-reconnaissance  

SNAFU - Situation Normal, All Fouled Up. 

SNOTTIES - Midshipmen. Three buttons were ordered sewn on each 

cuff many years ago to check disgusting habits. 

SOAP AND FLANNEL - Bread and cheese. 

STAGGER JUICE - Navy rum, known also as “hubby”. Identified as 

Government property when held up to a light. 

STREAMLINE PIECE - A very attractive girl. 

STUKA VALLEY - The plain around Soul el Khemis, notorious for 

attentions of dive- bombers. 

STUKA JUICE - The cider of Somerset. 

SUN IS OVER THE FORE-YARD - A hint that it is drinking time in the 

Wardroom. The sun is said to be over the fore yard by noon, before 

which time Naval etiquette forbids drinking. 

SUPREME EXAMPLE OF ALLIED CONFUSION - A sarcastic term 

for S.E.A.C. (Southeast Asia Command). 

SWEET FANNY ADAMS - Sweet idleness; nothing at all. 

SWING IT - Swing, the lead, malinger. A lazy sailor, instead of taking 

proper soundings on going inshore, would just swing the lead and call 

out fictitious depths. 

TAFFIES - The generic term for all Welshmen in the Navy. 

TARGET FOR TONIGHT, ONE’S - One’s girlfriend. 

 

TEMPERANCE - A man who does not draw his tot of rum. 

TEWT - From initials of Tactical Exercise Without Troops, on which 

junior officers learnt how to be generals. 

THREE-POINTER - An excellent landing by a pilot or his aircraft. 

TOOTER - A seasoned drinker; one who “drinks between drinks”. 

TRAIN SMASH - Fried tomatoes. 

TWO-EYED STEAK - Lower-deckese for a kipper.  

UMBRELLA - A parachute. 

UNDERGROUND FRUIT - Potatoes - and other vegetables. 

U.S. - Unserviceable. 

VIOLETS - Onions. 

WAAF - A member of the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force. 

WEBS - Sailor’s feet. 

WET ONE’S PROPS, or TAPES - To buy drinks all round to celebrate 

promotion to L.A.C. 

WIZARD - Excellent, superlative; beautiful; very ingenious. 

WOG BINT - An Arab girl. 

WORKS AND BRICKS - Colloquial for the Air Ministry Works 

Directorate, which controls the maintenance as well as the 

construction of airdromes, hangars, offices, etc. 

YUM-YUM - Love-letter. 

 

FRED CRAIG’S FAMILY DATES BACK 403 YEARS 

Fred Craig of 1805 East 8th Avenue, Vancouver, has received from 

his cousin, Mr. F. W. Powell of Liverpool, a copy of his Family Tree, on 

his mother’s side, which dates back to 1551. The record traces the Family 

of Horner back 408 years. Included among Mr. Craig’s ancestors are 

several Earls and one or two people who were Knighted, others there 

were who had held office of Sheriff in various district in England. 

An accompanying letter from his cousin explained that this 

interesting document was only a copy; the original is beautifully painted 

in color and is presently in the custody of Mr. Powell. 

Fred Craig is one of our most active members and is well known and 

highly regarded in Legion circles throughout the city. 
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THE RIG-A-DAM-DOO 
Regimental Song of the Princess Pats 

The Princess Pats Battalion 
They sailed across the Herring Pond, 

They sailed across the Channel too, 
And land there with the Rig-a-dam-doo dam-doo dam-doo. 

 

The Princess Pats’ Battalion Scouts, 
They never knew their whereabouts. 

If there’s a Pub within a mile or two 

You’ll find them there with the Rig-a-dam-doo dam-doo dam-doo. 
 

The Lewis guns are always true 

To every call of the Rig-a-dam-doo, 
They’re always there with a burst or two 

Whene’re they see the Rig-a-dam-doo dam-doo dam-doo. 

 
The Bombers of the Princess Pats 

Are scared of naught, excepting rats, 

They’re full of pep and dynamite too, 
They’d never lose the Rig-a-dam-doo dam-doo dam-doo. 

 

The Transport of the Princess Pats 
Are all dressed up in Stetson hats. 

They shine their brass, and limber too, 

I believe they’d shine the Rig-a-dam-doo dam-doo dam-doo. 
 

Old Number Three, Our Company, 

We must fall in ten times a day 
If we fell out ’twould never do, 

For then we’d lose the Rig-a-dam-doo dam-doo dam-doo. 

 
Old Charles S. our Major dear, 

Who always buys us rum and beer, 

If there’s a trench or two to do,. 
You’ll find him there with the Rig-a-dam-doo dam- do dam-doo. 

 

Old Ackity-Ack, our Colonel grand, 
The leader of this noble band, 

He’d go to Hell and charge right through 

Before he’d lose the Rig-a-dam-doo dam-doo dam-doo. 
 

Old Hammy Gault, our first PP, 

He led this band across the sea. 
He’d lose an arm, or leg or two, 

Before he’d lose the Rig-a-dam-doo dam-doo dam-do. 

 

THE RIG-A-DAM-DOO, PRAY WHAT IS THAT? TWAS MADE AT HOME 

BY PRINCESS PAT. IT’S RED AND GOLD AND ROYAL BLUE, THAT’S 

WHAT WE CALL THE RIG-A-DAM-DOO DAM-DOO DAM-DOO. 
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