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EDITORIAL
WHITE ROCK LEGIONNAIRE AWARDED QUEEN’S
CORONATION MEDAL

As reported elsewhere in this Magazine an important step has had to
be taken; this Magazine will now appear only once a year and will be
mailed to each member, if possible, before the Annual Dinner. Careful
consideration was given to the proposed change. No member wants to
break the custom of 34 years of publishing two issues each year but Rising costs have struck at publishing as well as at everything else in our
economy.
Practically the entire cost of the publishing is provided by our
advertisers.
These gentlemen, whose generous support throughout the years is
very deeply appreciated, must not be called upon to stand the increased
costs. We are, therefore, giving them a break by reducing the number of
issues to one.

THE NEXT ISSUE WILL APPEAR AT CHRISTMAS, 1954.
Material is difficult to gather. For this issue, November 15 was set as
the deadline, but almost all of the copy published here arrived after
December 1, leaving little time for the work involved in re-writing,
setting type, proof-reading, and make-up. Many 49ers decided months
ago to send in information regarding themselves, their families, and other
49ers; apparently, they need a few more months to fulfil their good
intentions.
Please send material to the Secretary, A. J. Hidson, Box 643,
Edmonton, or to the Editor, H. E. Balfour, 10820 85 Avenue, Edmonton.
Membership fees, material for the Magazine or any other
communications may be sent in the same letter; the Editor and the
Secretary are in close touch and each kind of matter will be sent to the
proper official.
The Editor was not responsible for his picture and the “story”
concerning him in the July 1953, issue. Someone else connected with the
Magazine pulled a fast one and inserted this without the editor’s
knowledge.

Queen Elizabeth II Coronation Medals
Among members of the Association the following are known to have
received the Coronation Medal:
Hon. Justice E. C. Wilson, Brigadier and former C.O. of the Regiment
in War II.
Lt. Col. Jim Stone, C.O. of 2nd Bn. P.P.C.L.I. in Korea, C.O. of the
L.E.R. in War II, and C.O. Canadian Army detachment at the Coronation.
Major Dave Petrie, War I and War II, Civil Defense Coordinator.
S/Sgt. Williams, R.R. War II who represented the Regiment at the
Coronation.
Major George Gleave (Wars I and II), 3rd Vice- President, Dominion
Command, Canadian Legion.
Lt. Col. H. E. Balfour, Wars I and II (whether as Editor of this
Magazine or as official of Dept, of Education, not stated - but “others’
efforts” anyway, Ed.)
Look for announcements of the 49th Battalion Association dances in
Spring and Fall, 1954.

WALTER HUNTER
J. Walter Hunter, Past President of Branch No. 8 of the Canadian
Legion, has been notified by Canadian Legion Headquarters that he has
been awarded a Coronation Medal, struck to commemorate Queen
Elizabeth’s Coronation in June. The honour of being awarded this medal
is in recognition of Mr. Hunter’s services in veterans’ affairs.

P.P.C.L.I. Reviewed by Lady Patricia Ramsay
The P.P.C.L.I., sister Battalion of the 49th in War I, and of the Loyal
Edmonton Regiment in War II, was visited on September 11, 1953, by
Lady Patricia Ramsay, the Colonel-in-Chief of the Regiment, at Currie
Barracks, Calgary, who presented Colours to the Second Battalion. Both
the First and Second Battalion of the Regiment were on parade. The
Second Battalion was commanded by Lieut. Col. Jim Stone, D.S.O.,
M.C.
The Regiment was formed immediately after the outbreak of War I
and was named after Princess Pat, the daughter of the Duke of
Connaught, who was the Governor-General of Canada many years ago.
“Princess Pat” reviewed the Regiment, in Ottawa on August 23, 1914,
and again in Bramshott, England, on 21 Feb 19; in Cove on 10 Feb 40; at
Lingfield on 17 Mar 41, and at Esher on 6 Sep 45.
The ceremony at Currie Barracks was a most impressive one, the
Second Battalion having served in Korea under the command of Col.
Stone. It included the salute to the Colonel-in-Chief, the trooping of
colour, the consecration and presentation of colours to the Second
Battalion, an address by the Colonel-in-Chief and the March Past by the
Regiment.
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1939-1945 HISTORY OF THE LOYAL EDMONTON REGIMENT
If much more time is allowed to pass the history of our Regt will
never be written. So, Allan Macdonald has started to work on the
project. He submits herewith notes from the War Diary in outline
form covering Sept. 1st, 1939 to Dec. 31st, 1939 and his comment is
as follows:
“This bald narrative needs to be humanized. It needs to be filled
with names and incidents that will bring a smile or will start a train
of memory chugging along the rusty rails of days gone by. I am
anxious that anyone who has an anecdote of this period (or of any
later period) should send it in to me at Bn. H.Q., Prince of Wales
Armouries, Edmonton. Our Regimental History, if it is to be written,
must be a chronicle of what men did - men of every rank. A book
filled with phrases such as ‘All companies paraded for P.T. at 0300
hrs. less the duty company’ is not worth writing, don’t you agree?
When you’ve read these notes please sit down and write to me with
notes and stories that will improve Chapter 1 of our History. We are
writing this for ourselves - let’s make it as readable as we can.”
The Mobilization Telegram reached Lt. Col. W. G. Stillman,
Officer Commanding The Edmonton Regt, on 1 Sept., 1939. The
Regt became part of the CASF (Canadian Active Service Force) and
one Bn. of the 2 Cdn. Infantry Brigade under Brig. George R.
Pearkes, VC, DSO, MC.
The NPAM supplied the active force unit with most of the needed
Officers and some warrant and non-commissioned officers.
Recruiting began at once with George Beaton and Ernest Wilson
going to the Peace River country. Other recruiting teams went to the
Vegreville area and to the Wetaskiwin - Red Deer area.
Major D. A. Petrie agreed to revert to Capt. to assume the heavy
duties of Adjt. for mobilization. Sgt. Alf Peart became his trusted aide
in the big job. The Quartermaster’s task fell to Capt. Leonard Dawes
with Dan Jackson as his capable RQ1V1S.
Personnel of various ranks quickly joined who had been trained
in the thankless Militia years with other units such as the 19th Alberta
Dragoons and the Edmonton Fusiliers. Valuable men with British
Army training also came to the colors - like young Bill Olito, late of
the H.L.I. Intelligence section, a natural for “I” Sgt. Another unique
figure was the Medical Sgt., Walter Nishikawa, a Canadian of
Japanese parentage. The A/RSM Albert Oldham, late of the Brigade
of Guards was another soldier who helped to give form and character
to the fast-growing Regimental family.
By 26 November 775 all ranks were with the Unit and 20 had
proceeded on Command - mostly to schools of instruction. The Unit
Brass Band was already in being under Sgt. Stan Sheddon. The unit
had by then paraded for the 1st Division Commander Maj. Gen. A.
G. L. McNaughton and had marched very creditably 656 strong to a
Remembrance Day Parade.
Capt. Alex (Ack-Ack) Gilchrist had the honor to lead off for
Britain - he entrained with 4 NCO’s on Oct. 4th for a British School
of Instruction and P.T. On Nov. 14th Lt. John Adams led out another
Britain-bound detail going to an English Training School. The
corporals leaving then were W. Burkholder, Elwood Mason, J.
Scragg, C. F. Swan and a Cpl. James Riley Stone of whom much was
to be heard as the years rolled by.

All companies were training hard with emphasis on P.T.,
marching, drill, Gas and Weapon training.
When Brig Pearkes and his BM - Maj. R. F. L. Keller visited the
Edmonton Regt, on Nov. 25 to say au revoir before sailing for Britain
we knew our D Day couldn’t be too far away.
Dec. 3rd was a memorable day, linking in personal terms the raw
young unit with the seasoned soldiers of the 49th Battalion C.E.F.
That day a combined Church Parade was held for the 49th and the
Edmonton Regt. We marched back from the church on snowless
streets to form up south of the Prince of Wales Armouries for an
address and presentation by that colorful and respected father of the
49th, Maj. Gen. William Antrobus “Billy” Griesbach, CB, CMG,
DSO, VD, KC. He laid it on the line for the inheritors on the 49th
Badge and traditions - we had a proud inheritance from a Battalion
that had never lost a position it gained between 1915 and 1918. The
slowest raw recruit in the rearmost rank was left in no doubt that he’d
better not come home unless in coming he brought back the unit’s
traditions untarnished. “Billy”, as our Hon. Col. then presented 2 cups
for competition in the unit, and all ranks moved off to a lunch in the
Men’s Mess Hut. Each man of the new Regt took into lunch one of
the 49th. It was a heart-warming get together and lifted the 49th Bn.
from the page of history, making the association of the young and the
older soldiers a personal and comradely thing.
Dec. 11th, 1939 saw Lt. Col Stillman turn his unit over for the
time to his 2 i/c E. B. Wilson for the Col. with Capt. Ted Day and the
Unit Intelligence Officer 2/Lt. Alan Macdonald entrained for Halifax
and duties on board the troop ship slated to take the Regiment to
Britain.
On Friday, Dec. 15th the Regiment left Edmonton by C.N.R. for
Halifax. At 1350 hrs. the first train, commanded by Maj. George
Beaton, left the cheerful (sometimes tearful) good-byes of a crowd of
relatives and well-wishers. At 1550 hrs. the second train, commanded
by Maj. Bill Bury, puffed off with a similar farewell.
The trip East was far from dull. There was even a stowaway
discovered on board. An underage lad posted to the depot at
Edmonton had taken matters into his own hands and was hidden away
on the East-bound train. He was young Bill Stainton - destined years
later to win the M.C. The powers relented at Halifax and let Bill stay
with the unit for the trip to Britain.
When the unit reached Halifax on Dec. 19th, they marched onto
the Polish motor ship Batory - a new liner built for Poland in Italy in
1938. This was to be her first trip as a trooper. A big sick bay was
arranged forthwith for 43 men of “A” Coy. were isolated as chicken
pox contacts.
Dec. 22nd, 1939 was the memorable day when we waved a
goodbye to Canadian shores and sailed on the great adventure. We
were scarcely beyond sight of the shores of Nova Scotia when the
North Atlantic introduced the Western landlubbers to a motion that
took all the joy out of meal hours for a large segment of the unit.
By Christmas Eve the M/S Batory was in mid Atlantic, one of a
large convoy shepherded by British Cruisers and the French
Battleships Dunkerque and Gloire and a covey of destroyers that
rolled and pitched or buried their bows in the green Atlantic until we
learned to relish the comparative stability of the Batory’s bulk.
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APPOINTED TO STAFF COLLEGE

J. W. H. Williams reported for the Last Post Committee
concerning the deaths and funerals in and near Edmonton, of the
following:
Ander Kristian Madsen, d. Nov. 28, 1952.
William Henry Hutchinson, d. Dec. 17, 1952.
Norman Arnold, d. Jan. 16, 1953.
Richard Bloir Stevenson, d. June 8, 1953.
William Benjamin Tate, d. Aug. 27, 1953.
John (Jack) Smith, d. Sept. 7, 1953.
John Cyganicwich, d. Nov. 7, 1953.
The Association had furnished wreaths for the funerals, and
several members had assisted as pallbearers, including Crockett,
Black, Dean, Goldie, Ireland, Kinnaird, Pinnell, Jones, Disturnal,
Bergmann, Kenn, A. J. Hidson, R. Hidson, Sweeny.
The following were elected as the officers of the Association:
Honorary President - John Michaels; President - G. D. K.
Kinnaird; First. Vice-President - J. G. Rowlatt; Second VicePresident - R. O. Bowen; Secretary - A. J. Hidson; Treasurer - Jack
Madore; Editor - Harry Balfour; Advertising Manager - Herb
Bergmann; Associates (editorial). - Barney Olson, H. R. Horne;
Associates (advertising) - Ray Madore.

Lt.-Col. Frederick Kay Reesor, who served with the Loyal
Edmonton Regiment, has been appointed to the staff of the Imperial
Staff College at Camberley, England, succeeding Lt.-Col. Milroy
who also is well known in Edmonton. Lt.-Col. Reesor’s mother and
sister live in Edmonton.

Executive - A. Black, F. E. J. Hancock, E. P. Tannous, P. H.
Debney, O. Muckleston, J. W. H. Williams, S. M. McCullock,
Neville Jones, W. G. Stillman, E. Lenglet, Jim Foote, Wallace Cook,
W. Ireland, W. D. Smith, Stan Chettleborough, Harvey Farrell.
The high cost of printing the magazine, the difficulty of gathering
material, and the burden of the cost upon the generosity of our
advertisers were discussed, and the association decided that commencing with the present issue the magazine should be published
only once per year.
A report on the continuing illness, and loss of sight, of Earle Hay
of 11138 65 street, who for many years was the faithful Hon.
Secretary, was received with sincere regret and sympathy. He will
appreciate calls.
Alfred T. Nixon, 10924 University Avenue, donated two framed
pictures, No. 3 Platoon of “A” Coy and the 49th Battalion Sergeants,
taken in England in 1915. They will be placed in the Sergeants’ Mess
at Camp Harris.
F. E. J. Hancock was appointed convener of a committee to
arrange for an Association dance.
The Annual Dinner to be held at the Macdonald Hotel on January
9, 1954 was discussed, and all responsibility for arrangements was
placed upon the executive.
Thanks were extended, by resolution, to the following:
Canadian Legion, Montgomery Branch, for use of Hall and
offices for meetings;
Press and Radio for free and obliging service; Kinnaird and Aylen
for audit;

ANNUAL MEETING
The Annual Meeting of the Association was held in Memorial
Hall on Sunday, November 15, with president R. O. Bowen in the
chair. Reports were submitted by the secretary, A. J. Hidson, and by
the treasurer, Jack Madore (financial report elsewhere in this issue).

Frozen Food Locker Co., 10317 102 Street. (The Frozen Food
Locker Co. has given invaluable assistance in connection with the
Annual Picnic by permitting necessary supplies to be stored and
recovered on Sunday.)

Page 7 of 41

Jan 1954 No. 58

THE FOURTY NINER

The Annual Church Parade and Picnic was held on Sunday, July
19, 1953, when members of both World War I and World War II
paraded for the Association Memorial Day Remembrance under
unfavorable weather conditions.

happy. Suddenly the rain ceased, and the sun began to shine, and the
service was conducted by the very Rev. J. Grant Sparling, M.M. Bar,
who asked members and their families to gather around in a circle
and then open the service by singing the hymn “O God Our Help in
Ages Past”. Then the scripture lesson, prayers, the hymn “Nearer My
God to Thee”, followed by the address.

The “Fall In” sounded at 1145 hours. The RSM formed up the
parade and handed over to the Adjutant Major R. C. Arthurs, who
then checked and handed over to the President R. O. Bowen, who
brought the parade to attention for “March on the Colours” to the tune
of “Bonnie Dundee” played by the Reserve Battalion Band.

Then the offertory - For the work of the 49th Battalion, The Loyal
Edmonton Regiment Association. The final hymn that stirring eulogy
of the departed comrades “The Supreme Sacrifice,” “O Valiant
Hearts Who to Your Glory Came”. The Benediction and God Save
the Queen concluded the service.

At 1200 hours the unit marched off to the Cenotaph in the
following order: Headquarters and Support Company; B; Canadian
Legion Pipe Band under Pipe Major R. Stoker; C; D; A. The Colour
Party and Escort were supplied by the Officer Commanding The
Loyal Edmonton Regiment.

Refreshments were served by a very busy committee under John
“Mike” Michaels. Hot dogs, coffee, ice cream, etc., were served and
quickly put away by young’uns and old’uns alike. The sports were
then run off under Chairman Alan Nicholls and his able committee.

ANNUAL CHURCH PARADE AND PICNIC

It began to rain during the period of the ceremony of wreath laying
and the two minutes silence was observed. The Parade then marched
off and at First Street and Jasper Avenue compliments were paid to
His Honour Lieut. Governor J. C. Bowlen, who was aided at the
saluting bas by Col. Bill Stillman and R. O. Bowen.
A regular downpour met the Parade on return to the Market
Square where the Forty-Niner was distributed and after “Break Off”
many members and families embussed or proceeded by car to Camp
Harris, Winterburn, completely ignoring the cloudburst, for the
church service or picnic.
The service and picnic did not get under way for some time due
to the rain but Laddy Muckleston and his workers kept the crowd

Winners of Sports Events - Under 6 years: Boys, Bryan Hughes;
girls, Sandra Belinsky.
Under 9 years: boys, Charles Nahumko; girls, Margaret Dykes.
Under 12 years: boys, Dale McCoy; girls, Pauline Nahumko.
Under 15 years: boys, Dale McCoy; girls, Marlene Ferguson.
Men’s 100 yards: Romaniuk.
Married Women: Mrs. D. Thompson.
Three-Legged Race: Betty Brown and W. A. Morgan.
Sack Race: Betty Brown.
Largest Family: Mr. and Mrs. W. Craig (9 children).
Youngest Girl Baby: Debra Ayer F. Boyd (7 months).
Youngest Boy Baby: Bobby Craig (7 months).
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HERE THEY ARE!

In the July 1953 issue the above cut was published, and readers were asked to identify the Original Regimental Police. They are:
L to R (standing)
J. H. Horner 432665, J. Snay 432687, J. Wallis, E. J. Clarke 432723;
(seated)
A. Mason 432527, Sgt. D. Adams 432841, A. McCormack 432216.
Among those who submitted answers, A. G. Rowland, 2112 Cornwall Street, Vancouver, came closest.

If you think that “old soldiers just fade away”, try squeezing into
a pair of khaki trousers and tunic you wore in the last war.

The bulldog hangs on with the greatest tenacity - that is, next to
a stuck zipper!
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Chief Terms of the Armistice

THE KOREAN WAR
(Canadian Army Journal and World Affairs)
1910 Japan annexed Korea.
1945 Japan surrendered, ending World War II. Russia occupied the
part north of 38th parallel, U.S. the southern.
1947 (Sept.) U.S. brought before the U.N. the problem of achieving
Korean unity.
U.N. appointed a commission to establish a Korean government.
Russia protested.
1948 (May) U.N. supervised election of republican government in
South Korea. Russia established communist regime in North.
1950 (June) Communist troops from North Korea made sudden attack
on South. U.N. Security Council called on all member nations
to help defend South Korea. (July) U.S. forces landed, and
U.N. Army opposed Reds. (Sept.) U.N. made surprise landing
at Inchon in rear of Reds, cleared South Korea and crossed
into the North. (October) Chinese Communists entered war on
side of Reds and forced U.N. retirement.
1951 (May) U.N. drove north to 38th parallel. (July) Truce talks
commenced and continued nearly two years.
1953 (April) Sick and wounded prisoners were exchanged. (June)
Exchange of other prisoners was agreed upon, with a neutral
commission to take charge of those who refused to return.
President Syngman Rhee of South Korea broke the agreement
by releasing 25,000 Red prisoners. (July) Reds launched new
offensive but announced readiness for an armistice.
July 27. The armistice was signed and “cease fire” took effect.

1.
All troops withdraw to form a 2½ mile neutral zone to be
policed by joint teams of U.N. and Communists.
2.
U.N. withdraws from North Korea coastal islands.
3.
No blockade of Korean ports.
4.
No reinforcement on either side, but rotation permitted up
to 35,000 men per month.
5.
A military commission, five high-ranking officers from
each side to supervise.
6.
A supervisory commission of four neutral nations - Sweden,
Switzerland, Poland and Czechoslovakia.
7.
Prisoners, if willing, to be repatriated.
8.
If unwilling to return, prisoners to be handed over to neutral
commission.
9.
Arrangements for teams to visit camps and interview
unwilling prisoners.
Prisoners still unwilling are to be released as civilians and allowed to
go to a neutral country.

Page 10 of 41

Jan 1954 No. 58

THE FOURTY NINER
ON GUARD, CANADA”
Civil Defense Convoy
The Civil Defense Convoy made a recent visit to Edmonton, and
for three days thousands of people visited the Prince of Wales
Armouries where information on all phases of Civil Defense was
given by trained personnel and a show of Civil Defense material.
The Convoy consists of seven huge road-liners pulling 34-foot
trailers, and accompanying vehicles, including a three-ton truck
bearing a self-contained power plant, a gasoline tanker unit, and
station wagons for personnel and accessories. The Convoy had
stopped at key cities from Halifax to Vancouver, following the TransCanada Highway to Regina, Calgary and Vancouver and returning
eastward through Edmonton, Saskatoon and Winnipeg.
The displays were based on material loaned to Canada by the
United States Federal Civil Defense Administration and the Valley
Forge Foundation of New York City, which co-operated a year ago
in staging an “Alert America” civil defense project across the border.
The tour of the Convoy was made possible by the various
companies and public services which provided trailers, oil, lubricants,
tires, service and telephones, and was assisted by local police and
R.C.M.P. It was under the direction of Major General F. F.
Worthington, Federal Civil Defense Coordinator.
Brigadier Jefferson, who is associated with the Federal Civil
Defense, paid a short visit to Edmonton while the Convoy was
showing at this point. Alberta personnel and Edmonton Civil Defense
Authorities also co-operated heartily.
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DAWSON CREEK CONTINGENT LOYAL EDMONTON REGIMENT

The picture /above, taken by Cpl. Harrison, shows the Carrier Platoon of the Reserve Unit in training for Camp Wainwright. - Left to Right (Rear
Row): Pte. D. Taylor, Pte. E. L. Moore, Pte. D. Hawkins, Pte. R. Gunsolley, Pte. W. Gunsolley, Pte. J. Chmielewski, Pte. H. Walker; Left to Right
(Front Row): Sgt. G. Whatley, Cpl. J. Wilson, Cpl. H. Harrison, Pte. F. Wilson, Pte. J. Edwards, Pte. J. Dow, Sgt. W. Cameron.

Campbell are with Army Signals at Whitehorse and John Zobotar is
taking apprenticeship course in the Canadian Army.

L.E.R. CADETS
The cadets of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment have acquitted
themselves well during the year. At the Cadet Trades Training Camp
at Vernon during the summer, nine cadets qualified. Cadet Sgt. Ken
Shimiza finished 4th out of 181 with an average of 90%, qualifying
as Operator R/T, and C/L Cpl. Ray Hibbert as Driver-mechanic. In
the Senior Leaders’ Course C/Cpl. Nick Krevosheid hit an average of
93%, with 100% in four of the nine subjects. C/Cpl. Norman
Wilkinson made 100% in grenades and C/Cpl. Dale Campbell got the
possible in Sten guns.
C/CSM John Crerar qualified as Operator R/T and has joined
Reserve Army Signals.
C/CSM L. Shewfelt won the Strathcona award as best shot and is
now in Reserve Battalion.
Among ex-cadets of very recent years, Joe Campbell is now at
home after service with 27 Bde. in Germany, Vic Morris and Wm.

The entire Cadet Corps has been honored in the award of the
Queen’s Coronation Medal to Cpl. Don Gray, who has now joined
the Regiment, and to the Officer i/c Cadets, Capt. W.A.D. Burns.
The training of Canadian Army Cadets has been drastically and
efficiently revised. The former repetition of the same parade-ground
drill, year after year, has been replaced by a system that progresses
with the boy’s service, offers incentive, retains interest at a high pitch
and has its results in ultimate enlistment in the Reserve Unit.
Cadets, first year, may attend a two-week Basic Training Camp,
usually at Sarcee; those with two- or three-years training may take
the six-weeks Trade Training Courses at Vernon, B.C. Those who
qualify receive $100.00, and are entitled to trades pay if and when
they join the Reserve Unit.
Senior Cadets may be selected to attend the Master Cadet Camp
at Banff - a three-weeks course for cadets from all Canada.
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SANCTUARY WOOD TRENCH SYSTEM
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49th CANADIAN BN.
(EDMONTON REGIMENT)
June 8, 1916.

THIRD BATTLE OF YPRES
June 2, 3, 4, 1916
Lt. Col. Griesbach was detailed to command the 49th, and two other
Battalions (referred to as X and Y) in a counterattack. The story is told in
the following papers among those of the Late Major General Griesbach:
Operation Order No. 24 by C.O. 7th Bde.
Report by General (then Lt. Col.) Griesbach Report by Col. (then
Major) A. K. Hobbins Sketch-map.
OPERATION ORDER No. 24 by Brigadier General A. C.
MacDonell, C.M.G., D.S.O., Commanding 7th Canadian Infantry
Brigade
Information
1.
Enemy holding front line trenches and support line from
Armagh Wood inclusive to Appendix inclusive.
We are holding a portion of Warrington Avenue and Border Lane.
The 3rd Canadian Infantry Brigade has been ordered to recapture
trenches to south of Warrington Avenue.
Intentions
2.
To recapture trenches from Warrington Avenue inclusive to
Appendix inclusive.
The 49th Battalion will attack with its left on Gourock Road at
The X Battalion will attack with its right on Gourock Road at
The Y Battalion will support the attack.
The counterattack will be under the command of Lieut. Colonel
Griesbach.
3.
The 49th Battalion will march at starting point Lille Gate.
Route. Railway, Moated Grange, Ration Farm to old Tramway south of
Ration Farm, follow along road to Yeomanry Post and S.O. 17. Left on
Gourock Road ready for attack.
The X Battalion followed by Y Battalion at 10 minutes interval will
march at starting point Lille Gate.
Route. Railway, China Wall, resting left on it and New Bond Street R.
line to junction Gourock Road, right resting on Gourock Road ready for
attack.
4.
O.C. C.R.E. will arrange for at least two sections with material
to be in trench leading south from New Bond Street to Yeomanry Post,
assisted as arranged by 3rd Pioneer Battalion.
5.
The artillery will co-operate as follows:
0 to 0.20 two rounds per gun per minute.
0.20 to 0.30 the hour at which assault is to be given four rounds
per gun per minute
0.30 to 0.50 one round per gun per minute.
Dressing Station at Menin Mill and Zillebeke Bund.
Reports to 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade, Headquarters, Ramparts.
Sgd. A. F. B. Foster,
Major, Brigade Major,
7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.
2-6-16.

To: H.G. 7th Can. Inf. Bde.
I have the honour to submit this my report on the operations of
the force placed under my command by your Operation Order No.
24 of the 2nd inst. Narrative - Ref. - Trench Map Zillebeke 110000.
The 49th Battalion reached the Ramparts at Ypres at 8:30 p.m.
on the 2nd instant. The C.O. X Bn. reported at your H.Q. at 9:30
p.m. The C.O. Y
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Bn. was to have conferred with me at that hour but did not do so then,
nor until 12:55 p.m. on the 3rd inst. At 11:00 p.m. on the 2nd inst. I
conferred with Major Weaver commanding 49th Bn., Lieut. Col. Hay
commanding the X Bn. and explained your Operation Order to them. I
desired them to move so as to reach their positions of attack at 2:00 a.m.
on the 3rd inst. to attack at 2:00 a.m. and gave them time to explain the
order to their own officers.
At approximately 12 m.n. on the 2nd/3rd inst. both Battalions moved.
I directed both these commanders to deploy for the attack well back of
“R” line, so as to reach and pass the “R” line in attack formation. I set out
for the front line myself by way of Half-Way House and reached that
point at 12:49 a.m. on the 2nd/3rd inst. I reported my arrival there to
yourself. I further informed you that tear shells were falling and that I
thought it would take 3 hours for the troops to get in position.
At 12:55 a.m. I received a message from you stating that the 3rd
Division had ordered an attack at 2:00 in any event. I moved on down the
China Wall and entered the “R” line at 71 R. at 1:45 a.m. I found the
China Wall blown in many places, and many dead and wounded men
were lying about and made progress forward with difficulty. On entering
R.71, I found these trenches filled with men, some of the R.C.R., some
of the 42nd, some of the P.P.C.L.I. There were many dead and wounded,
and the trenches were badly battered in, making progress very difficult.
As I reached R.66, I observed about 60 men of the P.P.C.L.I. coming
in from the Appendix which they had held since the 1st attack upon them.
I gathered from them (there was no officer with them) that they
considered it advisable to retire before daylight as otherwise they might
not be able to retire at, all. This establishes the fact, however, that the
Appendix and Trenches 65 and 66 were up to that time in our possession,
and it does not appear that the enemy occupied these trenches for some
hours afterwards.
I had made enquiries throughout my move forward for the X Bn. but
could find no trace of them.
At about 2 :00 a.m. I observed a heavy rifle fire from Vigo Street,
Cumberland Dugouts with many flares which I subsequently learned was
directed upon the right flank of the 49th Bn. As that Bn. moved through
a heavy artillery barrage with its right on Border Lane to its attack station,
this fire conveyed to all ranks the impression that the enemy had got
around to our right rear. The 49th Bn., however, moved steadily forward
and was not deflected from its objective, either by this rifle fire or by the
enemy’s barrage.
I then decided to move to the right to ascertain the whereabouts of the
49th Bn. I reached Lover’s Walk near Gourack Avenue at about 2:10 a.m.
or thereabouts and found that the 49th Bn. had just reached its attacking
station and was ready for the attack. I hastily appreciated the situation. I
knew that the X Bn. were not available for an attack on the left, and I was
informed that the enemy were in possession of Maple Copse. I thereupon
ordered the 49th Bn. not to attack until I could bring up the X Bn. I
ordered reconnoitering patrols to enter Maple Copse, whose report was
that the enemy was not at Maple Copse, a combat patrol to go through
Consort Dugouts, and another combat patrol to proceed up Hill Street. I
also ordered the 49th Bn. to establish bombing contact with the enemy.
At 3 :30 a.m. I received a message from the C.O. X Bn. to the effect
that he had established his H.Q. at Gordon House, and at the same time I
received a message from the O.C. Y Bn. that he was in the support line
at the head of Bond Street and that the Battalion was on its way from
Regent, Street.
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As it was practically impossible for me to go back by the “R” line,
I went overland by way of S.P. 16 Yeomanry Post to Regent Street to
organize either the X or Y Bn. for the attack. I found officers and men
of both these Regiments strung from 67 R. by way of Oxford Street
and Regent Street to Halfway House, but I was unable to locate the
C.O. or any officer who could take orders in either Battalion.
At about 4:00 a.m. I directed a message to O.C. X Bn. ordering
him to take up his attacking position at once and advise me when he
was ready to attack. I have subsequently learned that this officer,
leaving his Battalion at Gordon House came into “R” line and was
there shell shocked and ceased to command, and that his 2nd in
Command was subsequently killed.
At about 6:00 a.m. I received a message from you that a general
attack was being made about 7:00 a.m. which would be notified by 6
green rockets. I thereupon ordered the 49th Bn. to attack at 7:00 a.m.
and notified that Battalion that my H. Q. would be at Yeomanry Post.
At 7:00 a.m. the 3rd inst. this Bn. (49th) did attack in accordance
with Operation Orders, with its left on Gourack Road and its right on
Warrington Avenue and succeeded in getting up Warrington Avenue
within 60 yards of the German’s front line. The attack moved forward
everywhere about 200 yards across the open. It was broken down by
the enemy rifle, M.G. and artillery fire. Enemy’s M.G. and rifle fire
was opened from our front line, from Vigo Street and from the Bird
Cage and from the enemy’s former front line. Blocks were therefore
made in Gourack Road and Warrington and Bydand Avenues and up
Hill Street within 100 yards of Vigo Street and holding S.P. 15. The
attack along the trenches Warrington, Bydand and Gourack Avenues
was held up by reason of shortage of bombs.
The 49th Bn. attack was well planned and carried out in a very
gallant manner. Officers, pistol in hand, everywhere leading their
men, and I desire to draw your attention to the fact that Capt. P.
McNaughton and Lieut. F. W. Scott fell in front of their men at the
high tide of the attack with “B” Coy. During the day this Bn. had 5
officers killed and 8 wounded.
At 7:30 a.m. I sent a circular to all commanders advising them
that I had established my H.Q. at Yeomanry Post and I advised them
that a general attack would be made on our right.
I had at this hour not yet been able to locate the Commanding
Officers of the X and Y Bns. so, at 8:40 a.m. I sent a message to the
O.C. X Bn., addressed to Gordon House ordering him to get his Bn.
into “R” trenches. Subsequently I located 3 companies of the Y Bn.
in support trenches in Regent Street and neighborhood and I
thereupon decided to make the Y Bn. the attacking Bn. and the X Bn.
the support Bn. and I visited such company commanders and other
officers of two Battalions who had become somewhat mixed up and
explained that to them.
At 12:52 a.m. the officer commanding the Y Bn. called upon me
and I gave him a written order to attack from trenches R.63 to R.66
with his right on Gourack Road and his left on the Appendix. I
pointed out to him that the 49th Bn. was pressing its attack and that
the attack by his Battalion would relieve he situation on the right. He
stated that he was one company short, and I thereupon told him that
he might draw on the 42nd or X Bns. for a company to complete his
strength. He then states that he could not get ready for the attack for
2 hours.
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I thereupon ordered him verbally to attack at 3:00 p.m. and I handed
him written orders accordingly. At 1:23 p.m. I advised you of that
arrangement by a dispatch.
I arranged for a supply of bombs to be taken from Yeomanry Post by
a fatigue party of the X Bn. to the 49th Bn. on the right, and at 1:56 p.m.
I advised O.C. that Bn. of the fact.
At 2:33 p.m. I forwarded to you another dispatch dealing with the
situation.
At 2:33 p.m. I sent you a dispatch pointing out the possibility of the
enemy charging our mine behind trench 63 with explosives and at 2:47
p.m. I advised front line troops to the same effect.
At 3:55 p.m. I received your message advising that the enemy were
evacuating Sanctuary Wood and that our old trenches 55 and 60 had been
retaken and ordering me to push as hard as I could. At 3:55 p.m. I advised
all troops under my command of this fact and ordered them to push hard.
At 4:15 p.im. I received a dispatch from the O.C. Y Bn. stating that
he could not make the attack at 3:00 p.m. and his Lewis Gun discs were
not ready, and that by reason of casualties among his officers, it was
taking time to explain matters to
N.C.Os. He asked that the attack might be postponed till 4:00 p.m. As
I had not received the message until 4:15 p.m. and he had already
received a message from me ordering him to push as hard as he could, I
did not reply to him.
At 5:55 p.m. I received a message from the O. C. Y Bn. stating that
his fourth company had not yet arrived and that he had no bombers. At
5:55 p.m. I received a further message from this officer stating that the
artillery preparation for the 3:00 o’clock attack had given away to the
enemy the impending attack, that he had difficulty in getting his men
across the broken-down trenches, and he was being badly shelled by the
enemy, also that enemy snipers were active, that he was unable to attack
at 4:00 p.m. He asked me to set a later hour in the evening. At 6:10 p.m.
I sent you a message setting out these statements and expressing the
opinion that, it was not advisable that the Battalion should attempt to
attack. At 6:10 p.m. I sent a message to the O.C. Y Bn. advising him. that
I was referring the matter to you.
At 7:43 p.m. I received a message from the O.C. P.P.C.L.I. advising
against further attack on the part of the 49th, pointing out the casualties
that had occurred, the condition of the trenches and the large number of
wounded who were lying about.
At about 8 :00 p.m. I received a message advising that the 49th and
the P.P.C.L.I. would be relieved by the 42nd Bn. and that Lieut. Col.
Cantlie, 42nd Bn., would assume command of the troops under my
command.
At 10:30 p.m. I left Major Adamson of the P.P.C.L.I. to hand over to
Colonel Cantlie. I proceeded by way of Halfway House to Brigade H.Q.,
at the Ramparts Ypres to make my report to you in person.
Communications
All wires were cut, the nearest wire being at Halfway House and all
communications from my H.Q. to Halfway House and to other units was
carried on by runner. Communication was held with the utmost difficulty,
and some events were 2 hours old before I was advised of them. Messages
were normally an hour on the way from any point.
The necessity for some permanent means of communication is urgent.
Well buried cable leads should be available throughout our positions. I
cannot conceive how higher command can influence the defense of
positions without some better means of communications than now exists.
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As the matter now stands an attack might engulf the whole of the
front-line troops, and the fugitives’ arrival at Bde. H.Q. might be the first
intimation of the fact.
Enemy’s Artillery
The enemy appeared to be using exclusively the 5.9 Howitzer. They
fired heavily throughout the day and with great accuracy. I would
estimate that mere were from 8 to 12 of these guns to each enemy
Battalion, and I think that I may point out with propriety that these guns
are controlled by front line troops by means of signals. They wrecked
trenches and killed and wounded in a wholesale fashion and the moral
effect was very great.
Our Artillery
The 18 pounder is much too light a gun to answer the 5.9. The method
of control by F.O.O. who may or may not be able to observe and who are
not in touch with the front-line troops is quite unsatisfactory. Our heavy
guns fired frequently but appeared to be firing in rear of the enemy’s front
line. At all events there was no direct connection between front line
troops and our heavy guns, and the advantage is entirely with the enemy
in this respect.
Strong Points
The enemy wrecked any strong point which he thought might
interfere with him. The matter seemed to be entirely in his hands.
Trenches
A lesson to be learned from this engagement is, that there ought to be
a series of trenches in rear of every position held by us with deep
communication trenches leading in every direction. These trenches
should be dug in, and not built up where the drainage will permit.
Such support trenches form points of assembly for support and
counter-attack troops. In the situation under discussion, there was really
no place for the assembly, deployment, and organization of attack troops
except the “R” line which was filled with dead and wounded and badly
crumped in.
If strong points are considered desirable or necessary, they might
better be concealed in a trench system, and would thereby escape
observation.
Stores
The 49th Bn. desisted from the attack by reason of the shortage of
bombs, yet I believe that bombs were available at no great distance away.
I would, therefore, suggest that stores of bombs, rations, ammunition,
wire, shovels and stakes be made at available points, and printed cards
issued stating where these stores are and what they contain, that every
Officer and N.C.O. be given a card upon entering the trench. It’s quite
true that this information is given over on relief, but it seldom becomes
known to many officers and to no other ranks, and troops entering strange
trenches are absolutely without such information.
Stokes Guns
It was very apparent to me that had there been a battery of 4 Stokes
Guns with a plentiful supply of ammunition in the neighborhood of R.63
Gourack Road and Warrington Avenue the enemy could have been kept
out of our trenches in front of these points. At all events these guns would
have been of the utmost value in supporting the counterattack made by
the 49th Bn. These guns would also have met to some extent the point
raised above by giving the front line troops the immediate control of
artillery which could have been directed immediately upon points
requiring immediate attention. No Stokes Guns or Trench Mortars of any
kind were available.
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Lewis Guns were effective and discharged their functions properly.
Trench Mortars
No Mortars were in use on my frontage during this action.
Medical Arrangements
It was not possible to evacuate the wounded during the action except
in the case of those who could walk. Many walking patients got away.
Staff
During the day I attached to myself, Major Adamson of the P.P.C.L.I.
Capt. Cook, 7th Can. Inf. Bde. M.G. Officer. Lieut. W. Taylor of the 49th
Bn.
I desire to bring to your notice Major Adamson who was of great
service to me, tendering sound advice and advising upon many points of
difficulty.
Capt. Cook reconnoitered Maple Copse, assisted by 4 O.R., he guided
the 49th Bn. into the attack station and he showed courage and
resourcefulness on several occasions.
Lieut. W. L. Taylor was extremely useful and energetic throughout
the day in carrying orders, and with courage and resourcefulness rendered
me a great assistance.
I attach hereto:
1.
Copy of your Operation Order No. 24.
2.
Incoming messages.
3.
Outgoing messages.
I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your Obedient Servant.
W. A. Griesbach, Lieut. Col.
49th Can. Bn. (Edmonton Regiment)
49th CANADIAN BN.
(EDMONTON REGIMENT)
June 10, 1916.
To: H.Q. 7th Can. Inf. Bde.
I have the honour to submit herewith my report on the operations of
the Battalion on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th inst. Narrative - Ref. - Trench Map
Zillebeke 110000.
The Battalion on the receipt of orders, moved from Camp “F” at 2:00
p.m., and upon arrival at the Belgium Chateau received orders to move
to the Ramparts at Bde. H.Q. Only small parties could move forward at a
time, and it was 8:30 p.m. before the whole Battalion was reported.
At 11:00 p.m. Lieut. Col. Griesbach commanding the counter-attack
force conferred with the officers commanding the 49th and X Bns., and
explained the plan of attack.
At approximately 12 m.n. on the 2nd/3rd inst. the Battalion moved by
way of the Lille Gate - Moated Grange - Yeomanry Post. At the head of
Yeomanry Post the Battalion deployed for the attack, being formed in
column of half companies, two yards distance between files to provide
eight, waves. The distance between the companies was 50 yards. “A” and
“B” Coys, firing line, supports. “C” and “D” Coys, in Reserve.
At about 2:10 a.m. the Battalion reached Lover’s Walk with its left
on Gourack Road and its right on Warrington Avenue. As the Battalion
advanced it was heavily fired on by the right from Vigo Street and Hill
Street, and the enemy had placed a heavy barrage in the neighborhood of
Engineer’s Point. The Battalion however, moved straight forward to its
objective. On its arrival at the objective, viz. the head of Warrington
Avenue and Gourack Road, Lieut. Col. Griesbach ordered me to place
the men under cover and hold the attack until further orders, Major C. Y.
Weaver, 2nd in Command, having been injured in the advance to the
counter-attack station.
Lewis Guns
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At about 6:45 a.m. I received an order from Lieut. Col. Griesbach to
attack in accordance with Operation Orders at 7:00 a.m., and I
communicated that order to the companies.
At 7:00 a.m. the Battalion moved to the attack. The attack was
delivered with the greatest energy and pushed to the utmost getting to
within 50 yards of the front line at Warrington Avenue, and up the
Gourack Road to Charing Cross. An attack was also made across the open
towards our old trenches from Warrington Avenue to the Loop and
pressed with the greatest determination on a line drawn from Charing
Cross to within 50 yards of the front line in Warrington Avenue where
the attack broke down under the enemy’s intense rifle and M.G. fire from
Vigo Street, the German front line, Bird Cage and a new German trench
in rear of Charing Cross.
Owing to the shortage of bombs the attack in Gourack Road and
Warrington Avenue came to a stand-still and blocks were made in these
trenches. In the meantime, an attack had been made at Hill Street to
protect the right flank, which attack got to within 100 yards of Vigo
Street.
At about 11:20 a.m. the attack came to a standstill, and the ground
gained was consolidated and held until the relief on the night of the 4th
and 5th inst.
Casualties:
47 Killed
245 Wounded
69 Missing
The above totals include:
6 Officers killed
10 Officers wounded.
In the course of the afternoon, I turned my right and held Lover’s
Land down to Maple Copse, and on the left we held 64R. where I was in
touch with a Company of the 42nd Bn.
At 7:00 p.m. on the 4th inst. I got in touch with the 43rd on the right.
On the night of the 4th and 5th inst. this Battalion was relieved by Y
Bn., 42nd and 43rd Bns.
The conduct of all ranks was all that could be desired. I desire
particularly to draw to your attention the conduct of:
Captain P. McNaughton (killed) who led his company in the attack
and fell at the head of his men.
Lieutenant F. S. Scott (killed) 2nd in Command to Capt.
McNaughton, who took over the command on the death of Capt.
McNaughton.
Captain D. D. MacLeod (since died of wounds) who led “A”
Company with great gallantry.
Lieutenant R. C. Arthurs who was 2nd in Command to Capt.
MacLeod, took over after Caph MacLeod was wounded.
Captain G. Z. Pinder, C.O. “C” Company.
Captain E. Livesey, C.O. “D” Company, who handled their men with
skill and judgment.
Lieutenant A. Robinson who, upon the killing and wounding of the
Officers of “A” Company, took over command of that Company, having
been transferred from “C” Company.
Lieutenant Herbert who succeeded to Command of “B” Company.
This officer displayed singular leadership throughout the course of the
day.
A large number of N.C.Os. and men whose conduct will be
particularly set out in honours list which will be forwarded in due course.

The artillery support was mainly from 18- pounders. This gun is
totally inadequate to reply to the enemy artillery which are almost
exclusively the 5.9 Howitzer. Owing to the breaking of all communications there was little or no communication between the infantry
and the artillery.
Lewis Guns
The Lewis Guns were quite satisfactory and were brought into action
when and where necessary.
We suffered seriously from the lack of proper carriers for the drums.
The only supply we had in the meantime were sandbags for that purpose.
Brigade M.G.
One-gun fires from S.P. 15 effectively, and one from Gourack Road.
Light Trench Mortars
No Light Trench Mortars were used.
Medium Trench Mortars
No Medium Trench Mortars were used.
Communication
All communication broke down except such as could be secured by
runner.
Stores
S.A.A. was satisfactory, food was satisfactory, water was very scarce,
bombs were I believe, available but there whereabouts was not known.
Medical Arrangements
Accommodation for the Medical Officer ceased to exist. He attended
to the wounded wherever and whenever he could. Those of the wounded
who could walk, walked out.
O.C. 49th Can. Bn. (Edmonton Regiment)
A. K. Hobbins, Major

Artillery Support
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WHERE IS MY WANDERING BOY?
Major Harris G. Field, who served with
the Eddies in War II, is now 2 i/c of the
Reserve Unit and is a member of the legal firm,
Field, Hyndman, Field and Owen, of
Edmonton. After discharge, he attended the
University of Alberta, obtaining the degree of
B.A. and in 1947 the L.L.B. During his
university career, he collected awards for First
Class General Standing, the B’nai B’rith prize,
Chief Justice’s Gold Medal, the Carswell prize
and tied for the National Trust prize.
George Zytaruk (Loyal Edmonton’s War II) graduated in May
from the University of Alberta with an Honors B.A. Degree with First
Class Honors in English. He won the I.O.D.E. War Memorial I Postgraduate overseas scholarship on which, he has left for Cambridge
University. While at university in Edmonton, he served in the
Reserve Unit.
Andrew Duane Demko, an Officer Cadet in the Loyal Edmonton
Regiment, graduated from the University of Alberta - B.A. 1949 and
L.L.B. 1952, and was called to the Bar recently. Presiding at the latter
ceremony was Mr. Justice E. C. Wilson, former C.O. of the Loyals;
and the oath was administered by the Clerk of the Court, R. L.

Esmonde, now Major in the Reserve Unit and formerly of the Loyals
in War II.
Henry Alexander Kinzel, who saw service in War II with the
Loyal Edmonton Regiment, graduated in May from the University of
Alberta as Doctor of Dental Surgery. He is now practicing in
Saskatoon.
C. R. McFadden, living at 397 Ferry Road, St. James, B.C., after
retiring from D.N.D. sent in a picture taken in Belgium during War I.
Unfortunately, it is not clear enough to reproduce in the magazine,
but it shows the Machine Gun Section, including Sgt. Potts, R.
Hunter, N. E. Cook, C. R. McFadden, H. Denford, A. Patrick, M.
Vye, A. Irvin, J. Carlett, H. J. Tucker, Sgt. Allen, T. Yule, G. Wood,
J. Coalburn, J. Sherin, E. Randall, J. Dale, T. Turner, S. Gilbert, A.
Newport, J. B. Davis, D. Collins, J. Tweddle, A. 'White, A. Willis, C.
Crockett, A. Johnstone, E. E. Jackson, J. Spittai, F. Martin, W.
Atkinson, R. Macfrath, H. Lamont, J. R. Keyes, W. Berry, P. Molloy,
J. Auld.
E. J. Locke, 11317 University Ave., writes: “A few weeks ago a
letter reached me from George Branton. He has not been in very
good health but seems cheerful enough. He looks forward to the
Forty-Niner but has not been getting it regularly owing to a faulty
address. He wishes to be remembered to all the old boys and tells
them to keep smiling. His address is: 1 Teureyson Rd., Ryde, Sydney,
N.S.W., Australia.”
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J. R. Boyd, 2515 Government St., Victoria, B.C., sent the
following message in August: “About a week ago I called on Mrs. C.
B. Travers, widow of the late Charlie B. Travers of D Coy. and Tpt.
She was disappointed that she had not received the Forty-Niner
Magazine (this has been attended to). Her address is 1360
Chesterfield Ave., North Vancouver, B.C. Frank Hasse has not
received his copy of the Forty-Niner. Through some error he is
reported as living in Vancouver, but his address is Ash Road, Gordon
Head, Victoria. I was very sorry to read of Norman Arnolds’ passing.
He gave such a lot of his time to make the magazine and the
Association a success. I notice J. W. H. Williams is still going strong.
He, too, is a great worker. Kindest regards to all.”
Dave Irons, 522 Eau Claire Ave., Calgary, has not attended the
Reunion Dinner for three years but hopes to do so this year. Don’t
forget to bring some of the boys from Calgary with you Dave, and
thanks for paying your dues.
Robert Mayes, 14 Platoon, 49th Battalion, is City Treasurer of
Moose Jaw, Sask. (Address all communications to ‘The City
Treasurer’), says: “The appeal carried on Page 1 of the July 1953
issue of the Forty-Niner merits support and attached herewith is
Canadian Pacific Express Co. money order which should keep me in
good standing in the Association for a year or two. (Thanks Bob.) I
find each issue of the magazine to be of interest and again offer
congratulations to those responsible for its publication.”
Hidson, Thos. E., M16636, is now serving with the Active Force
in Germany. Tom spent some time at Camp Borden, Ontario before
sailing for England in October and expects to be away for two or three
years.
I. W. Anderson writes to say that he has changed his address
from Grandville, Michigan, to 4424 Granger St., San Diego 7,

California. “It was with much regret that I read of the passing of
Norman Arnold. He will be greatly missed I know. Kind regards to
all.”
F. G. Dilley, 315 7th Ave. N.E., Calgary, in renewing his
subscription to the magazine thanks all those responsible for its
publication and wishes to be remembered to all the old boys.
Captain J. S. Speakman, Highway Maintenance Establishment,
R.C.E., Whitehorse, Yukon Territory, in writing to our Editor, states:
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“I have wondered a good many times about sending an item to the
official publication of the Regiment, and since I am now stationed in
Whitehorse, with the Northwest Highway System, having taken a
callout back to Active Duty, I feel that it might be of interest,
especially if any members of the Regiment happen to either be up
here, or passing through. Perhaps it might go into the section “Where
is my Wandering Boy?” I joined the Regiment on 4 Sep. 39, M15508,
and have many very poignant memories of the days of 39, 40, and the
early part of 41, before I transferred to C. Pro. C., and got my
commission. I am enclosing my dues for 1953, 54 in case I don’t get
down to Edmonton for the next Annual Re-union Dinner. My
sincerest regards to all members of the Association including Bert
Hidson and yourself.”
Pinkney, R. W. H., Blairmore, Alberta, forwarded dues received
from an old friend and ex-49er Vine Olich of Bellevue, Alberta, and
says: “It was with deep regret I learned a short while ago about the
death of Norman Arnold. Norman was a gentleman and a great Fortyniner and undoubtedly he will be greatly missed in the work of the
Association. It is just too bad the onus of carrying on the work rests
on the shoulders of a few. So many of us seem scattered all over the
continent and if we were all in the one place the work of those who
carry on would or should be made lighter. Wishing all of you fine
fellows the best of success in your future endeavours.”

what they’re doing and where they’re living. I was in Baker Coy with
Capt. Gilchrist and helped him out when he was wounded. I have
been back in the army going on three years and have been here in
Korea since June. As you notice this time, I’m with the Medico’s and
am working on the wards during the truce discussions. Also, in
hospital here is a patient named Gallanger, formerly of “B” Coy.
Surprising where one runs into the old fellows. I’ve had two brothers
over here but now they are home. One was Service Corps and the
other P.P.C.L.I. I may stay in the Army now, depends on how the jobs
are when I return home again. I am sorry I couldn’t make it to the last
two Re-union dinners, one year being on duty in Eastern Canada and
last year stationed in Calgary. When I return Bert, I’ll look you up. I
am sure the work all you fellows are doing for the 49th Association
is appreciated by all members. Thanks a million for the magazine.
Would you tell any of the boys “hello” for me through the Jan issue
of the ‘Forty-Niner’. Will be looking forward to that copy too. God
bless you and all the boys. Still at heart a 49er.”

Thomas Sehlin, Pte., SM16260, 38 Cdn. Field Amb.
R.C.A.M.C., C.A.P.O. 5000, c/o Postmaster Vancouver, writes from
Korea: “Last night (Sept. 26) when the mail came in was sure
surprised to receive our good old magazine the ‘Forty-Niner’. My
wife forwarded it to me. Great to hear news of fellow comrades and
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135671, 813 Pembroke Street East, Pembroke,
Ontario, formerly of 139 Carlaw Ave., Toronto, will have received
by now a Christmas Gift from his daughter, Mrs. Harvey E. Fraser,
Sunset Nursery, Pembroke, Ontario, and one he will appreciate we
are sure - a subscription to the magazine and dues to the Association
for ten years.
R. M. Cantion, 435125, “D” Coy., publisher of the Saskatoon StarPhoenix, did not realize he was behind in his dues and is now paid up
for years ahead. Thanks R. M. and we hope you enjoyed your visit to
the Coast last fall.
P. M. Livingstone, 2470 All Bay Road, R.R.l, Sidney, B.C., has
finished work as Conductor with the C.N.: Railway and is now taking
it easy (we hops) at his new address. He sends best regards to all
members of the Association.
L. T. Frank Funnell, M16610, “Mayfields” Kinnerley nr Oswestry,
Shropshire, England, writes: “Thought it about time I dropped you a
line of thanks for the continued good service with my copy of the
Forty-Niner. I was very pleased to see that photo of our officers taken
at Oxted. What memories the very mention of the place brings back!
I doubt if we could have spent such a long time in a more enjoyable
spot in all England. Was very sorry to read of the death of Norman
Arnold and also of Frank Cooney whom I knew so well, having been
farmed out to “C” Coy. with my truck for a spell at Southwick. I read
in a local paper this Summer of the visit to her home in Shrewsbury
only 13 miles away, of Mrs. James Shannon Hammill. I am sorry I
didn’t have the chance to meet her as I knew Jim so well when I was
driving for 18 Pltn in “D” Coy. Of course, I was in the area with the
3” Mortar Pltn. in Sicily when Jim paid the great sacrifice. My
daughter Sheila who is now Mrs. Zimmerman and is living in
Alberni, B.C., gave birth to a daughter last Dec. 6th so I am now a
proud Grandpop. (Congratulations Frank), All of us over this side are
well and the other three daughters are doing well in school, Grammar
School and Tech., and the one and only son Norman will be four years
old next Tuesday, Nov. 17th. My wife and I often wish we were back
in dear old Edmonton, but I have a good job over here still driving a
locomotive for the War Dept, on the same railway I used to work on
from 1915 to 1922. Kind regards to all old friends and comrades. I
was very interested in the account of our progress through Sicily
especially the Piazza Armeeina encounter when the 3” Mortar was
knocked out. I was there and had to make two quick trips with the
wounded to the M.O. I think Harold Lasky was the only one who
didn’t survive the ordeal.”
W. E. Coggins,

E. B. Titus, 15 Kings St. W., Toronto 1, sends dues with George
Gleave but no news of himself.
What about it E.B.?

ELECTED TO PARLIAMENT

DICK HANNA

In the Dominion elections of August 1953, “Dick” Hanna was
elected to represent the Edmonton-Strathcona constituency, running
on the Liberal ticket.
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A.L. Bilton, 7430 21A St. S.E., Calgary, says: “Very sorry to hear
about Norman Arnold. He was tops all the way through. Couldn’t
help seeing page 1 so am enclosing my buck. Hello and best of luck
to all.”
F. Duguid, Proprietor, Duguid’s Drug Store, High Prairie,
Alberta, one of the old timers enjoys receiving the magazine. Thanks
for the cheque, Frank.
Peter Police, 46708 “A” Coy, Whaletown, B.C., would like to get
in touch with Sgt. Joe Burth (is not sure of spelling) No. 3 Platoon A
Coy. States Sgt. Burth was the bravest man he knew and if still alive
would like to hear from him. “Joe saved me when I was wounded. I
was in a hornets nest of shells and was blown up and while we were
making a right incline to capture Cambrai town Sgt. Burth and John
Towers, (the latter had been a Sgt. as well), dashed into shellfire and
picked me up and brought me to shelter. Both men should have been
decorated for bravery. I would also like to get in touch with Arthur
Smith. He was from Winnipeg and joined the 49th some time in Nov.
1916. On my return from the War in 1919 I came to Cortez Island,
B.C., and took a homestead and am still here. I have not been able to
work for a living as my injuries were considerable but have been
managing on a small pension. I am sorry I have not written before.”
J. T. P. Ferguson, R.S.M., is now living in Lethbridge, 414 - 13
St. North. He manages to visit his friends in the city from time to time
however and wishes to be remembered to all.
Fred Patmore, A Coy, D Coy, H.Q. Sigs, Greenstreet, Sask., is
now a Life Member of the Association and would like to hear from
any of the old gang who still remember him (Slim). Thanks for the
cheque Slim.

Len Dawes, overseas with the 49th in War I, and an officer in the
Edmonton Regiment and General Staff in War II, is now general
manager of the Vancouver Island Poultry Co-operation Association
at Duncan, B.C. Len was formerly district inspector of poultry
production and marketing for the Federal Department of Agriculture.
Mrs. Dawes, while living in Edmonton, was well known in musical
circles.
W. H. Hurman, who was a Sergeant with the Original 49th,
recently retired as Superintendent of Marine Lake, a popular
swimming and boating resort in Somerset, England. After War I he
returned to his occupation, fishing, and in 1929 his knowledge of
tides and silt was put to use in popularizing this resort. As many as
10,000 people at a time were patrons.
Col. “Roly” Knight, 17 Addiscombe Road, Weston-Super-Mare,
Somerset, writes that his wife and he are enjoying life. He keeps very
busy on a variety of ex-service activities.
Neville Jones, living at 11252 - 125 Street, Edmonton, has
submitted several items for this issue.
Peter M. Livingstone, signaller in War I, has retired from the
C.N.R. after many years of service as conductor between Edmonton
and Blue River, B. C. Pete will live at 2470 Bay Road, Sydney, B.C.
Charlie McFadden, 16th Platoon, is now living in St. James,
Manitoba. He visited Edmonton recently.
Harry Moss, bandsman of the Originals, visited Edmonton
during the summer. He lives in Los Angeles. His family of daughters
are all grown up and married. Harry served in the United States Navy
during War II.
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W. M. Parker, Marchants Road, R.R. 1, Brentwood Bay,
Vancouver Island, B.C., wants information about Alec Conquer, War
I (432100 Conquer, Alex, and 432101 Moir, Alex, both had next-ofkin in Scotland. Ed.)
Lieut. Charlie Petrie, son of Major D. A. Petrie, is now
Intelligence Officer for the Second Battalion of the Princess Pats, at
present in Germany. It will be remembered that Charlie served with
the Canadian Battalion during the fighting in Korea.
M. G. Georgelin, with D.V.A. in Vancouver, entertained Colonel
Bill Stillman in that city during the fall. A meeting of Victoria
members of the 31st Battalion was being held.
Mrs. Mary Boyle, 1210 Harwood Street, Vancouver, has sent
greetings to all 49ers. She is the widow of the fabulous Major “Tiny”
Boyle, remembered for heaving trench mortar shells like hand
grenades at Sanctuary Wood in ’16, later O.C. of A Coy., and later
killed in action.
Bill Quinton, who served with the 49th until the Somme, is
living, retired, at 10003 - 91 Avenue. We are sorry to learn that his
wife has now been confined to hospital for more than a year.
Major George Gleave, as 3rd Vice-President of the Dominion
Command of the Canadian Legion, attended the Remembrance Day
Service at the National Memorial in Confederation Square, Ottawa.
James Parker will be remembered as CQMS in the 49th. He has
operated for years as Conductor on the C.P.R. passenger line between
Edmonton and Calgary. He retired recently and with Mrs. Parker is
going to Kelowna to live.
Mrs. Muriel L. Carman, 3701 Craigmillar Ave., Victoria, B.C.,
whose husband, “Dad Carman”, died a few years ago, has sent her
greetings to all old friends of her husband.
Ted Marshall, Original 49th Band, is retired and living in Oregon
where he operates a small fruit farm.

Johnny Taylor, S/L in R.A.F., has returned to his family in U.K.
after a visit to his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Taylor of Edmonton.
Eugene Mulier has been heard from. His address is Marine
Drive, Cordova Bay P.O., Victoria, B. C.
E. J. Cotton, 2022 - 27th Street S.W., Calgary, has written
requesting as much news as possible of former members of the 49th
as well as the 102nd.
H. L. Holloway, who was Scout Sergeant with the Battalion,
travelled between wars in various parts of South America, on the
Gold Coast and Nigeria in Africa, as well as various parts of Europe.
Those who survived the fighting at Regina Trench in 1916 will recall
his services. In War II he served with the Imperial troops in the
Middle East and was discharged with the rank of Major.
Jim Woods, who was Lieutenant with the Edmonton Regiment,
is now practicing law in Calgary in the firm headed by Harry Nolan,
49th War I.
Major L. V. McGraham, who was a recent visitor to the city, is
now situated in Ottawa.
Col. Louis Scott is now at 19 Withdean Court, Brighton,
England.
Barney Morrison had to undergo an operation recently but
reports it completely successful.
William M. (Shorty) Parker, “B” Coy. 49th and 7th Bde. Trench
Mortars, and twice wounded, is living retired at Marchants Road,
R.R. 1, Brentwood Bay, Vancouver Island, B.C. In War II he also
served 2J years in 2nd (Reserve) Bn. Now transferred from Edmonton
to Vancouver Branch. His son, Capt. W. M. Parker, Lord Strathcona
Horse, is stationed at N.D.H.Q. in Ottawa.
William H. (President) Wilson, “A” Coy. in War I, reports from
Sunnybrook Hospital, Toronto. His home is at 23 Mann Avenue in
that city.
Percy Knowles, 4239 Kitchener Street, Vancouver, wants to
know the whereabouts of John Jensen, his friend in War I. Please send
information direct.
Peter Macdonald Livingstone retired on October 31 after
making his final run as conductor of C.N.R. passenger train No. 2,
and with his wife will live in Sydney, Vancouver Island. He served
with the 49th from 1915 to 1919, No. 432825. Mr. Livingston began
his railroading service in 1911. He has four sons, all with the C.N.R.,
four married daughters and eight grandchildren.
The Father of I. (Ross) Rosser of the 1st Bn. L.E.R. who recently
returned from a trip to the Old Country brings news of W. M. (Brad)
Bradfield, 282 Kingston Road, Ewell, Surrey. Brad is Organizer of
the Kingston Canadian Veterans Tour of Battlefields.
Oakey, Capt., Wilfred and wife are enjoying a visit from the
mother, sister and brother-in-law of the latter who recently arrived
from Holland.
Nason, Major E. L. was visited during the summer by his fatherin-law from London, England.
Pritchard, Major Ed of the Canadian Bank of Commerce, Red
Deer, has been transferred to Edmonton as Manager of the West-End
Branch.
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WEDDING BELLS

Kelly-Morris - On July 3, 1953, Dorothy, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. John M. Morris and Terrence Kelly, son of Mrs. B. Kelly, all of
Edmonton, were married in the city. Mrs. Kelly’s father, John Morris
was a 49er in War I. Both Mr. and Mrs. Kelly are teachers on the
Edmonton Public School Staff.
Swanson-Skihor - Mary, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. H. J. Skihor
of Lulu Island, Vancouver, was married June 30th, 1953, to James
Alexander Swanson, youngest son of the late George Swanson and
Mrs. M. Swanson of 5015 Prince Albert Street, Vancouver.
Evans-Cunnington - Ila Cunnington, daughter of the late Sid
Cunnington, formerly of “C” Coy, 49ht Btn., in the 1914-1918 War,
was married in the Wesley United Church on August 8, 1953, to
William Gordon Evans. The bride’s father was an active member of
the Legion.
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including Jack Bowling, Johnny Pugh, Walter Hunter, Bill Tipton
and Stan Thieme (a brother-in-law).

In ever living memory of the officers, non-commissioned officers and men
of the 49th Battalion, The Loyal Edmonton Regiment, who were killed in
action, or died of wounds received in Belgium and France during 1914 to
1918, also those in the Mediterranean area and Europe areas 1939- 1945; and
to those who have since passed on, mainly due to the ravages of war service.
“These men were victorious in death.”

Ford, Patrick, aged 86, died at Medicine Hat on July 10, and was
buried in the Field of Honor at Hillside Cemetery there. He is
survived by his wife, a son, one sister, and two brothers in Ireland.
He was born in Ireland and served with the Munster Fusiliers for
seven years in India and for more than two years in the Boer War. He
and his wife then came, first to Winnipeg and later to Metiskow
where he homesteaded. In 1915 he enlisted with the 49th; he served
until disabled in 1918.
Martin, George, at the age of 67, in Montreal on November 25.
Left to mourn his passing are his wife, a son, Jack and four
grandchildren all in Montreal, a brother Sam in Detroit, and another
brother Bill in England. Mr. Martin served throughout War I with the
49th. After the war he was employed in the Service Department of
the C.N.R. until his retirement in 1951.
Steele, Farmer Hawkin, of 2554 Prince Edward Street,
Vancouver, aged 80 years, on September 17. Survived by his wife, a
son, Lance, two daughters, eight grandchildren and ten greatgrandchildren. Attending the funeral were Jack Christie and A. G.
Rowland.
Stockie, Helen Annette, age 47, of 8634 Shaughnessy Street,
Vancouver, on September 13. She was the beloved wife of Jacob
Stockie.
Griesbach, Harry H. died in Vancouver on Remembrance Day
at the age of 68. He is survived by his wife, three daughters Effie and
Mary in Toronto and Mona in Vancouver, and two sons, Sidney in
Hamilton and William in Kingston.
Harry was taken ill at the Remembrance Day Service and died a
few hours later. Present at the funeral service were a number of 49ers

The deceased was a cousin of the late Major General, Hon. W. A.
Griesbach. After service with the 49th in War I he had served as
Customs Officer at Blairmore, Edmonton and Penticton and had lived
in White Rock, B.C. since his retirement.
Gray, Alexander, life member of the Association, died on July
18, 1953. Mrs. Eleanor Gray lives at 216 Cooper Street, Ottawa. Mr.
Gray had three children and four grandchildren.
Holloway, Mrs. Elizabeth, beloved wife of Scout Sergeant H. L.
Holloway, 53 Bradford Avenue, Cleethorps, Lincs., England.
Devine, J. A. R. (Pat) died in Edmonton on November 2, 1953.
Cunnington - On August 30, 1953 Mrs. Isabelle Cunnington,
widow of the late Sidney L. Cunnington of 9814 106 Street, passed
away. She is survived by one son, Sidney F. Cunnington of Moosomin, Saskatchewan and one daughter, Mrs. W. G. Evans of
Edmonton, four grandchildren.
Cousins, C. J., No. 432180 at Calgary, January 5, 1953.
Shotten, J. 49th in War I, Veterans Guard War II, aged 54, at
Niagara on the Lake, Ontario.
Sparks, Brian T. 49th, at the age of 63, at Nanaimo, B.C., on
May 18, 1953.
McKinnon, Angus Ivor, No. 433031, at Kamloops, B.C.
McPherson, Joseph Edward (49th and Sigs, in War I) died in
Grande Prairie on September 3 and was buried in Banff. He is
survived by his wife.
During War II he served as Major, R.C.E. at Winnipeg as District
Fire Prevention Officer.
He had spent many years with the Department of Public Works;
at the time of his death, he was resident engineer at Grande Prairie,
member of the Engineering Institute of Canada, Alberta Professional
Engineers and the American Association of Engineers.
Card of Thanks: Gracious acknowledgment of the expressions of
sympathy by the Association has been received from the bereaved
survivors of the late Jack Smith, A. K. Madsen, Bennie Tates, Harry
Griesbach and Richard Stevenson.
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REMEMBRANCE DAY, 1953

The Annual Remembrance Day Ceremonies in Edmonton on November 11th were featured by the largest parade and the largest turn-out of spectators in many years.
Rev. Edgar Bailey, who served with the Edmonton Regiment, spoke at the Cenotaph. Wreaths were laid by Hon J. J. Bowlen, Lieutenant-Governor, representatives of the
Provincial Government, City of Edmonton, and Associations of Servicemen and Women of all Services. The parade included detachments or representatives of many
organizations and units including the Loyal Edmonton Regiment. The Lieutenant-Governor took the salute at the corner of 102nd Street and Jasper Avenue.

POPS AND GRANDPOPS
Boyd - To Major and Mrs. E. Boyd on 25 Jan. 53 a son, John.
Burkholder - On September 27, 1953, to Mr. and Mrs. Wilson
Burkholder (nee Maxine Muckleston) of Edmonton, a daughter Faye

Ellen. Congrateulation to Laddie (War I and present Reserve Unit)
and Mrs. Muckleston on their 5th grandchild.
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VANCOUVER BRANCH
The chief item of interest since last report is the annual picnic
which was held in Stanley Park on a perfect summer’s day in August
with, a record attendance. Here are a few of those attending - Jimmy
Whiteleg - H. D. Morton - Albert Fowlie - Fred Craig - Mike
Hornigold - Jack Christie - Tommy Gibson - Doctor L. C. Harris Hec Stevenson - Ed Howe - Dick Swanson - Pip Muirhead - Frank
Garrison - David Heron - Don Gurr - Bill Hay - A. M. Jones - Fred
Jewson - Earl John - J. S. McCoonnell - Cappy Roberts - G.
Silversides - Jack Wemyss - R. Borton - Harry Bell - Doctor R. W.
Bradley - and many others. As usual, Jack Bowling won the family
prize for the largest number present, and L. D. Smith walked away
with a handsome electric clock for the great prize.
Congratulations are being received by Ed. and Mrs. Howe upon
the arrival of a son and heir, who rejoices in the name of Edward Roy
- a welcome little brother for Gloria. That indefatigable worker for
the returned men, Fred Craig, was a delegate from Branch 179 of the
Canadian Legion to the Provincial Convention held at Nanaimo in
May. Charlie Dawes has been undergoing a spot of Surgery in
Hospital but is now home again practically as good as new, well
almost. Jack Swanson has been convalescing at home from the effects
of an accident suffered at Prince Rupert but has now returned up the
coast to Alcan Construction Project at Kitimat. Came across that
jovial soul, Fred Paupst the other day; Fred paid his dues well in
advance and regretted being unable to attend our functions but
promises to be on parade for the next banquet. Jimmy Whitelegg we
recently met, looking remarkably well and fit, notwithstanding. his
seventy seven years. Billy Dunbar, that Tonsorial Artist operating a
Studio at 6755 Frazer Avenue flew over to Edmonton for his vacation
some weeks ago, maybe you happened to see him? William Wilson
has just had a check-up, and, acting upon Doctor’s orders, now takes
life very quietly and stays close to home. He had some nice things to
say respecting the magazine and those responsible for its continued
popularity. Recently discovered an old friend in W. M. Parker
(Shorty) who resides at Brentwood Bay, Vancouver Island. Since
moving to the coast, both he and his wife have enjoyed much better
health. He extends a hearty invitation to any Forty-Niners visiting the
Island to drop in at Brentwood Bay where the water is fine and the
fishing really good. We missed George Nicol at the picnic; at the time
he was enjoying the sea air, holidaying on beautiful Bowen Island.
Fred Pinnell and wife were visitors to the Coast again this summer Fred likes to come out here for a whiff of sea air as often as possible.
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Bill Derbyson was another visitor from Edmonton a few weeks
ago. Came across Jim Daly from Abbotsford recently, looking well;
Jim seems to grow younger with the passing years. Pip and Mrs.
Muirhead motored back to Edmonton this fall and had a delightful
holiday with friends in the capital. Any complaints? Yes, the time
was all too short. Charley Waterhouse has been spending some time
in hospital, but we are glad to say he has now returned to duty feeling
much better. Dan McPherson was unable to come over from Nanaimo
for the picnic; at that time, he and his better half were leaving on a
visit to their nephew now living on their old farm at Grande Prairie.
Dan writes very appreciably respecting the Forty-Niner. Tommy
Gibson, wife, and little girl motored over the Rockies during their
holidays, with visits to Banff, Calgary, and Red Deer. They enjoyed
visiting Alberta but were glad to return to the mountains and the sea
again.

J. B. Keith is still convalescing at home and is always pleased to
see any of the troops drop in at 2618, West 15th Avenue, for a chat.
We are glad to report that Bob Laidlaw (Signaller) has returned from
service in Korea and is now stationed at Camp Shilo. Bill Soars
motored up from Pasadena one day this summer and before we had
time to even enjoy a cup of coffee together, he was away again by
plane, returning South. Bill and his family appreciate their new
surroundings and the life California has to offer; the children are all
growing fast. We were delighted to spend a pleasant evening with
Len Dawes on one of his recent visits, with brother Charley and his
good wife; the foursome was complete, and we reminisced on and on,
until the wee small hours - it was good to see him looking so well.
All will be glad to know Hec Stevenson has made a good recovery
since his serious accident a year ago; with the aid of a stick, he
manages to get about remarkably well.
The Les Blackball Family went on a motor trip for their vacation,
visiting Calgary, Edmonton and Regina and returned more convinced
than ever that Vancouver is a good place to call home. Visiting
Hycroft Veteran’s Home recently, we came across F. D. Morton and
B. P. Scott who are comfortably settled in this charming Haven of
Rest with its two acres of flower gardens. Harry Arnold has been
winning prizes exhibiting Budgerigars in the local bird shows; at the
Pacific National Exhibition he also won top honors for an outstanding
exhibit of prize-winning Budgies. We are glad to see Donny Donovan
back in the city after his long absence at Tofino on the west coast of
Vancouver Island, said to be the loneliest spot in the Commonwealth.
Dewey Keebler, wife and the girls, all enjoyed a leisurely holiday on
Gabriola Island; the weather was ideal, the company excellent, but
the fishing was definitely poor, Dewey reports. Hugh Currie is still
confined to Shaughnessy Hospital and is always glad to see any old
comrades call in for a visit. K. G. Houghton came down from Creston
for a check-up at Shaughnessy this fall, but the day we called, he was
attending the races at the Exhibition. Alec Moir was recently
discharged from hospital, but his health is far from good - he is
obliged to remain indoors for the present.
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Pip Muirhead was busy again this fall collecting prizes at the Fairs
for his garden produce; Pip has become quite a successful
horticulturalist since making his home in B.C.
Cappy Roberts has two sons still in the Services; Dick, a sergeant
with the Lord Strathcona Horse, left recently for Germany - his family
will follow shortly; Ted is a corporal in the R.C.A.F. at Moose Jaw;
another son, Jack, served in the Navy, is now with Northern Electric
Company in Vernon; Daughter Margaret also served in the Senior
Service and is now a missionary in Formosa. Percy Knowles tells us
he is still an out-patient at Shaughnessy and is obliged to keep close
to home these days. Fred Craig recently flew down to Toronto for a
holiday and spent a month visiting Windsor, Detroit, Niagara Falls
and Chicago; calling in at Sunnybrook Hospital, he discovered No.
814468, W. H. Wilson, who has been a patient there for years. Wilson
was delighted to see Fred, he being the first man from the old
Battalion ever to have visited him. We have since sent Wilson a copy
of the last two magazines. We were sorry to learn of the passing of J.
(Wee Jock) Smith which occurred while he was visiting his son in
Calgary, after the July Parade in Edmonton. Jock was an active and
enthusiastic member of our executive - we shall miss him indeed.
Mrs. Geordie Swanson has just returned by B.O.A.C. from a six
months’ sojourn in Scotland and reports having had a wonderful trip,
but she was glad to return home to greet her first grandchild, Margaret
Rose Swanson. Percy C. Wells, our popular and energetic secretary
for many years, is a patient in Shaughnessy; we all wish him a speedy
recovery and a quick return home. May we take this opportunity of
wishing you all a Happy, Prosperous and Peaceful New Year!
T. A. GIBSON, President.
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EXTRACTS FROM A CAPTURED GERMAN OFFICER’S DIARY Somme - 1916
12-6-16 - The Coy. moved yesterday into the “Gronenburg”, a
rest camp, i.e., trenches in a wood 10 minutes from Zillebeke. The 1st
Coy. went to Zillebeke.
The 125th is next to us. I heard that a whole squad of the 125th
said they would not go forward anymore; they had better be shot out
of hand, then there would be no need to carry them back. The artillery
is, indeed, absolutely fearful, but I should not have thought such a
refusal to obey orders possible, and the rumours which had found
their way to the 127th that the men of the 125th would not go forward
anymore, are thus confirmed. Perhaps the personality of the
Commanding Officer (Stuhmke) is partly responsible. Some of the
119th are doing the same; they expressed themselves freely in the
same way. Men of the II Bn. 125th lay in dug outs to the rear. After
all, it can be understood, with such awful artillery fire, which has been
raging since the 2nd by day and night.
13-6-16 - The catastrophe happened today; the “double hill” was
lost back. Since 2:30 this morning; then the English opened a fearful

artillery fire. At 5:00 o’clock the Coy. was moved from its support
position at “Gronenburg” up to B. Boblingen. Only the 1st platoon,
however, managed to get there. The two other platoons stayed behind,
as connection was lost. I myself went forward to look for Lt. Pfleghar,
but could not find him till 8:30, when the 1 Bn., 125th, and 2nd and
4th Coys, of 127th were to attack. It was quite irresponsible; how
many superfluous people were pushing about in the communication
trenches right up to the front line. Men of the 127th and 120th,
pioneers carrying up hand grenades, men of the 125th . . . The 2nd
Coy., 127th, was supposed to be on the left of the 125th, but I could
not find it. The attack could naturally not be made. The 120th went
forward, the 125th came back, while the English artillery continued
to fire ceaselessly with light and heavy guns. I looked for someone of
the 2nd Coy., 127th, but could find no one.
At 9:30 the attack was attempted for the second time, but again
could not be made. We could not contend with such a mass of heavy
artillery.
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English meanwhile fired like mad, so that there is literally no
position; the trenches are quite destroyed or levelled, one shell hole
joins the next. And besides this fearful devastation, the dreadful
spectacle of many dead, and the number of missing, depresses
everyone.
Now that the English have enfeebled us by artillery fire, and
reoccupy their trenches, and can sweep us with machine-guns from
the hill, they are content.
14-6-16 - Excellency Count Pfeil expressed his sympathy with the
troops for their heavy losses. He regards the retirement as a necessary
consequence of the heavy artillery bombardment and declared his
unshaken confidence in the troops.
How cunning and sly the Englishman is! In order to be able to
work without danger, last night they sent up rockets with two green
stars, a prearranged German signal that our artillery are firing short.
The artillery, on seeing these two stars, lifts its fire beyond the
English trenches. They allowed themselves this bad joke yesterday,
when they were again in their old position; and our artillery thus
served us very badly for the second time, after having failed to
support us with a single shot during the English attack, and only fired
later, probably when they got their boots on, the proud artillery.
First the English artillery, - and now our own artillery fire, the
only logical effect of which can be to draw fire (at present all heavy
fire) on to our front trenches. I did not notice much co-operation
between the two arms.
15-6-16 - When I think of the losses of the last few days, it is
striking that there were very few, almost no slightly wounded, but
only severely wounded, e.g. men with both feet shot off - in most
cases - or the head torn open. The English fired only with heavy
caliber guns. The nervousness of the men has increased to such a
degree that they saw ghosts and perceived Englishmen in the pioneers
who were placing wire entanglements in front of the position that was
to be constructed, and hurriedly ran back, first one by one, and then
all, in a stampede and panic.
16-6-16 - The 26th Division has, up to the present, 800 dead, the
number so far buried. That is a huge number, without the missing and
wounded.
The division is commanded from today by Lt. General von Moser.
18-6-16 - At five yesterday morning, the so called “Gallipoli
enterprise” - an hour’s bombardment, of the enemy’s trenches in front
took place.
1-7-16 - As there was a favorable wind for the English,
“immediate readiness to receive gas attack” was ordered.

The strength of the fire showed clearly that the English had
brought up a fair number of new batteries. It may be remarked that
the English are firing ammunition of the most recent date: 8-2-16,
1.3, even 16th May are said to have been found.

2-7-16 - Our fellows grumble at the amount, of work; now nothing
is right, of course everything is wrong, especially the food. We get
enough food, and the men simply cannot take things easy. I hope it
will be better at Wervicq.

The greatest mix-up gradually prevailed. The men drifted this way
and that in the communication trenches, discouraged and convinced
of the ill- success of the attempt, especially since our artillery,
particularly the heavy, seemed to have given out completely; the

14-7-16 - The voyage of the German merchantsubmarine
“Deutschland” to Baltimore will be discussed througout the world as
a unique event! Here is joy, triumph, gratitude, there consternation,
envy, thirst for vengeance.
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15-7-16 - Work is being carried on feverishly in the first line on
the construction of concreted dugouts. Even officers of the Corps
Staff are inspecting the position and the places where the dug outs are
to be made. Their interest is welcome; it has lasted long enough. We
have always been told in long Divisional and Brigade Orders, that
during a bombardment the men must go into shell-proof dug-outs!
Nonsense! When there are none! We need such dug outs, because we
must at all cost, hold our front line.
26-7-16 - It is now certain that we are to move. His Royal
Highness Duke Albert of Wurtemburg took leave of the I Bn. this
morning. Nothing, however, as to a possible theatre of war could be
gathered from his short address ... At three o’clock the Bn. marched
off the Tenbrielen to Menin. The 123rd and 124th are here. The
general view is that we are going to Galicia. The 26th Infantry
Division is also preparing to leave.
29-7-16 - Yesterday morning at 6 the Bn. unexpectedly left by
road for Lauwe, entrained there and detrained at Bohain - Marched
by way of Premont to Serian - By motor lorries to Heudicourt - It is
the 2nd Army General Gallwitz.
30-7-16 - What we hear here is incredible. The troops here had
only one front position, instead of a second and third, as we had. This
omission has cost them dear. Flung out of their only position, they
are now lying on open ground. On the other hand, the transport
wagons are protected with concrete, but not ready to move; some of
them had broken axles, wheels etc. The experience of the Champagne
battle had not been taken advantage of in any way. This was the
reason why so much transport was lost. Further, the transport was not
armed, so that enemy airmen were able to cause enormous losses
from quite a low altitude.
At 7 o’clock the Bn. marched on to Equancourt, which is full of
troops and transport. The 123rd and 124th are in front.
31-7-16 - The Bn. goes into the trenches tonight and relieves the
22nd Bavarian Regt. The III Bn. stays at Equancourt, the II at Fins.
The Bn. was moved up by way of Etricourt, Manancourt, and
Government Farm into the little wood of Rancourt - into the northeastern corner, as the western edge is under artillery fire.

POST OF SUPERINTENDENT
Col. George Beaton recently received promotion to the post of
District Superintendent in the Post Office Department. George’s
district extends from Red Deer to the North Pole. George went
overseas with the Edmonton Regiment and was later transferred to
Army Postal Services. He then rose to command and the rank of
Colonel.

South Alberta Regiment Reunion
The Northern Alberta Branch of the S.A.R. held a reunion in the
Connaught Armory on 28 Nov., ’53, with more than fifty members
present. An executive committee including C. E. D. Slater as
Chairman and Gene Beaudry as Secretary was formed to extend the
activities of the Northern Alberta Branch.
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194th Battalion Reunion
The 194th Battalion, Edmonton Highlanders Association, held a
reunion recently in the Edmonton Club with more than 40 original
members of the Unit present.
Officers elected were as follows: Honorary Presidents: H. R.
Milner, Lt.-Col. W. C. Craig; President: Miles Palmer; Secretary, H.
W. Hunter; First Vice-President: J. E. Peterson; Second VicePresident: Major Frank Fane, Vegreville.
Colonel Craig who organized the Battalion was present and spoke
briefly.
The Lancashire Lad
The Editor gratefully acknowledges receipt of the June 1953,
issue of the above periodical, the official journal of the Loyal
Regiment (North Lancashire) with which the Loyal Edmonton
Regiment, together with the Kimberley Regiment of South Africa, is
proud to be affiliated.
The Colonel-in Chief of the Regiment is Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II, and the Colonel of the Regiment is Brigadier G. G. R.
Williams.
Of the 16 Battle Honours, the first two are Louisburg and Quebec
(1759) gained by action in Canada.
“Loyaute M’oblige”
Regimental Tie
A new regimental tie has been designed, largely through the
talented artistic effort of Mrs. P. J. A. Fleming, wife of Lt. Col.
“Jack”.
The French grey, green and black from War I days are retained,
but the blue which was added in the ’30’s to match the facings of the
infantry dress uniform has been dropped in favor of scarlet which is
the official infantry color and was the shoulder patch of the First
Division in War II.
Major Len Dawes has arranged to have the cloth woven in
England and it is hoped that the ties will be available for purchase at
the annual dinner.
Our Thanks to the Edmonton Journal
The Edmonton Journal has continued to
extend to this Magazine the courtesy of
loaning cuts for publication and has been of
assistance in many ways.
Our sincere thanks.
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Edmonton Regiment Associates
The generous support of members of the 49th Battalion
Association is solicited by the Edmonton Regiment Associates which
has been organized to promote the welfare and training of the Loyal
Edmonton Regiment (Reserve). The Associates are assisting in
providing improvements at Camp Harris, across the road from the
Rifle Range at Winterburn.
The immediate projects are:
A Men’s Mess and Quarters
Additional land
New uniforms and certain equipment for the “good old Band”.
Cheques should be sent to the Hon. Treasurer, Lt. Col. G. D. K.
Kinnaird, 218 Tegler Building, Edmonton. Receipts will be issued for
income tax purposes.
The patrons of the new organization are:
Hon. J. J. Bowlen, Lieutenant-Governor Hon. E. C. Manning,
Premier of Alberta Mayor Hawrelak Major General Hitching
Hon. Justice E. B. Wilson
Lieutenant Colonel W. C. Stillman Lieutenant Colonel J. R. Stone
Lieutenant Colonel F. T. Jenner Hon. Colonel H. R. Milner Major
Jas. R. Lowery Mr. R. Bowen Mr. M. M. Porter Mr. W. F. English
Mr. R. J. Dinning
The President is Lieutenant Colonel A. F. Macdonald.
(Editor’s note: The new organization described above is the
Edmonton Regiment Associates serving the Loyal Edmonton
Regiment, not to be confused with the 49th Battalion Association of
Veterans of active service with the 49th Battalion in War I, or the
Loyal Edmonton Regiment in War II and members of the Reserve
Unit - all who wear or have worn our Regimental Badge.)

Page 38 of 41

Jan 1954 No. 58

THE FOURTY NINER

ARMY RATES OF PAY INCREASED
Announcement has been made by the Department of Defense that
rates of pay in the armed services of Canada are increased. Rates for
both Reserve and Active Army are shown below.
The rates for Reserve Army remain static; in the Active Army
there are substantial increases after three years’ service and after six
years.
Rank
Pte (R)
Pte (2)
Pte (1)
Cpl.
Sgt.
S/Sgt.
WO 2
WO 1
2/Lt.
Lt.
Capt.
Maj.
Lt. Col.

$ Per Month
92
96
107
127
144
165
195
224
185
230
290
370
460

The new rates provide increases of from $5.00 per month for
Recruit, $15.00 for Sgt., $20.00 for Lt., and $35.00 for Major.
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