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The 49th Battalion Association Needs Active Support 
 

 

WHY?  

The bank balance is getting too low for comfort. Your Trust Funds are being used for the purposes for 

which they were established, but the fact is that many of us are living longer than was expected. Forty-

Niners of War I are being stopped by old people who croak at them, ñMy grandfather was in the same 

platoon as you,ò and Loyal Eddies of War II are quite spry. Itôs clear that we must plan to keep the 

Association going for a longtime yet. It has never operated for a profit, and most of our activities have 

not broken even. Many of our boys have passed on; their widows and relatives depend on us, through the 

magazine, to keep them in touch with you and yours. And all of us want to know as well; if you didnôt 

care about your former comrades you wouldnôt have read this far in the magazine. 

 

HOW? 

Mail your dues for as many years as you can afford ($1.00 per year) to the Secretary, Bert Hidson, 

P.O. Box 643, Edmonton. This will bring you the Magazine, keep you in good standing, and assure you 

that you are doing your share in keeping a worth-while association alive. 

 

WHAT ELSE?  

Copy or clip news items about yourself or others, including your families and theirs, and mail them to 

The Editor, Forty- Niner, P.O. Box 643, Edmonton. Mention the dates. If itôs something complimentary 

to yourself, we wonôt say who reported it but think of your friends who would like to know. Keep us all 

posted about those promising sons and lovely daughters, your charming wives - and yourself. 

 

FOR OUR ISSUE OF JANUARY 1954, SEND NEWS (AND DUES) TO ARRIVE BY NOVEMBER 15, 

1953, OR ANY TIME EARLIER.  
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EDITORIAL 
This issue of the magazine follows closely upon the coronation of Her 

Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. What an event for all of us Canadians! - a 

carnival spirit across the nation, thrills over the broadcasts, the pictures, 

the music, the movies, joy over the good fortune of our friends and 

acquaintances who have gone over and have seen our Royal and 

Charming Lady, our London, Our Westminster, our tubes, our bobbies, 

our pubs, and our Piccadilly! 

We have felt genuinely home-sick, even we for whom England was 

only a temporary home - but what a home it was while we were there! 

And now as the Coronation visitors return, they understand a little of what 

we have meant when we praised England, London, and the people -and 

the spirit of everything from the Blitz to VE night! Thousands more of 

Canadians now speak our language. 

We have swelled with pride in all the factors that have made and 

preserved our Commonwealth; every item of the Coronation regalia, 

every word of the great ceremony that has continued unchanged for 

hundreds of years, and that Charming Lady who is the direct descendent 

and heir of our whole Island Story. 

Chivalry is not dead. The old authorities and cruelties of warrior 

barons and knights have been replaced by the whole-hearted co-operation 

and genuine equalities of this century; but we have not lost our loyalty to 

our institutions, and our delight in focusing it upon a lady. 

We Forty-Niners and Loyal Eddies, like all other ñsavagesò, ñwolves 

from Flandersò and other ñCaneyediansò are misty-eyed as we think of 

the blokes we met in the pubs, the girls who flirted with us and went back 

to work endless hours or to meet death in the air raids. We are all so happy 

that London has had a spree that was a ñwingding.ò 

And what an institution is this Monarchy of ours in its absolute 

freedom from politics! Our Queen enjoys the support and confidence of 

all parties and groups that she will carry on the marvelous record of her 

beloved father. The Coronation is a solemn contract; we mean it when 

we call upon our Sovereign to play the game according to the rules. 

Queen Elizabeth II has undertaken her part in no uncertain tones, and in 

sincerity and humility has asked us all to help her in every way possible. 

We will do that. 

CAMP HARRIS BEING USED  

Camp Harris is finally coming into its own. The Regiment uses it 

every month for week-end exercises and both the officers and sergeants 

hold mess -functions at the camp. 

Minor alterations are being made to the officers building and it has 

been completely refurnished. Major Ron Lilley has done most of the 

work personally. RSM (Laddie) Muckleston, CSM Cheshire and CSM 

Thompson have repaired the roof of the sergeants building and are now 

putting in new partitions and hope to have it operating as a proper 

sergeantôs mess by fall. 

Another building to accommodate troops is badly needed. If the 

members of the association will support Lt. Col. Kinnairdôs campaign for 

funds, it should not be difficult to build up sufficient reserves to start on 

this project. 

THE EDITOR  

 

Officially, the editor of the Forty-Niner has been Harry E. Balfour 

since Spring 1952, when the late Norman Arnold was forced by ill-health 

to stop the extra work which the job involved. Norman continued, 

however, to supply his successor with news items about 49ers and Loyal 

Eddies for the issues of July 1952 and January 1953, as well as some for 

the present issue. 

The present Editor served with the 51st Battalion and the 49th, being 

wounded and taken prisoner at Regina trench. In War II he served at HQ 

M.D. 13, CMHQ and Khaki University, being discharged with the rank 

of Lt. Col. 

He has been active in education in Alberta for many years, as teacher, 

inspector, normal school instructor and at present as director of school 

administration. 

He is married, two sons and one daughter. 

WALKER TAYLOR RETIRES  

Walker L. Taylor, assistant general manager of exploration and 

producing operations throughout Canada, has retired from Imperial Oil 

Company because of ill health. 

He went overseas with the 19th Alberta Dragoons and transferred to 

the 49th Battalion rising from trooper to the rank of Captain. 

He was born in Edmonton, the son of Alex Taylor after whom one of 

the Edmonton schools was named. 

After War I he spent several years with the Imperial Oil Company in 

Turner Valley, and later five years in Peru. In 1942 he was supervising 

development and exploration at Norman Wells. He was in charge of 

western Canada exploration when both the Leduc and Redwater 

discovery wells came in. 
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OFFICIAL WAR DIARY - LOYAL EDMONTON REGIMENT 

(Extracts) 

AT SEA -DURBAN CASTLE  

Monday, 28 June 1943 

We are now doing normal guards and duties and during the afternoon 

all troops paraded on the decks for an inspection by Major-General G. G. 

Simmonds, Comd 1 Cdn Div. In the afternoon Brig. C. Vokes, Comd 2 

Cdn Inf Bde delivered a lecture to all officers and NCOôs of the regiment. 

He stressed that the high standards of discipline in this Bn be maintained, 

as discipline in action is of great importance. Before leaving Brig. C. 

Vokes wished everyone the best of luck in whatever task they were given. 

At 2100 hrs. the ship finally set sail. 

Tuesday, 29 June 1943 

We are now travelling NW of Ireland, and the shores of Ireland can 

still be seen from a distance. The good weather continues and some of 

the men are sunbathing on the decks. The sun is out strong and in certain 

cases sunburns have occurred amongst the men. The old Bingo Game is 

still in progress on the deck and as there arenôt enough cards for everyone, 

some of the men are waiting until some unfortunate person gives up hope 

of ever winning a Bingo and so get a card. As yet no one knows where 

we are headed for and all over the place can be heard rumours as to our 

destination. Some of the men are becoming seasick, or imagining they 

are seasick and there doesnôt seem to be as many at meal hours. Fish is 

the favorite food on the ship, and some of the men have been saying that 

theyôll never go to another fish and chip shop again. While in England 

the fish and chip shop was the place to go for a snack. 

Wednesday, 30 June 1943 

The ship is zig-zagging in a NNW and then SE direction and we are 

almost out of sight of land. The C.O. held a meeting of all officers today 

and told them that the Shipôs Bag would be opened at 1200 hrs 

tomorrow. We have all been waiting for this day as tomorrow we will 

know as to where weôre headed for. The coys are still carrying on with 

their normal routine and as usual most of the men are out on deck. 

Thursday, 1 July 1943 

The shipôs bag was opened by O.C. Tps Operational Lt. Col. J. C. 

Jefferson today. At 1815 hrs. the men of the Edmonton Regiment 

assembled in the Main Dining Hall and Lt.-Col. J. C. Jefferson read 

messages from Lieut. General A. G. L. McNaughton, C.M.O., C.B., 

D.S.O., General B. L. Montgomery, Comd 8th Army, Major General G. 

G. Simonds, Comd 1 Cdn Div, and our Bde Comd Brig. C. Vokes. Lt.-

Col. J. C. Jefferson thanked the bn for the co-operation which he received 

from all ranks since he took over command and expressed his true 

opinion on our capabilities in the coming campaign. After much work all 

maps and publications were distributed leaving everyone in a very busy 

state. At 1400 hrs. officers attended a preliminary meeting and found out 

that our destination is Sicily. 

Friday, 2 July 1943 

A busy day for everyone today and the relief model, maps and mosaic 

are put together, marked and at 2000 hrs. O.C. Tpôs -Lt. Col. J. C. 

Jefferson gave all officers on board a rounded picture of the operation. In 

the wee hrs. one could see some people going back to their rooms with 

big heads, not because of anything some may suspect, but from trying to 

memorize the operation in one day. Boat drill today was done in 34 mins, 

which was record time. 

Saturday, 3 July 1943 

Everyone is minutely briefed today and instructions, lectures and 

advices really sinks in at a terrific speed, not one minute is lost. Search 

of knowledge in the army is greatly stimulated at the knowledge that the 

days of scheming are over and at the honor of being taken in as part of 

the 8th Army. Andyôs voyageurs with Montyôs Desert, Rats, to kill 

Benitos -what a blood thirsty machine. News was received today that 

Lieut. J. F. OôNeil has been promoted to A/Capt. 

Sunday, 4 July 1943 

The fine weather still keeps up. All coyôs are giving lectures to 

personnel on the coming operation and, everyone is keenly interested. 

During break periods the men are out on the decks enjoying the sunshine, 

and a Bingo game is in progress. The remainder of the day was spent 

quietly. 

Monday, 5 July 1943 

This morning we could see the coastline of Africa and to see land 

once more makes everyone feel a lot happier. News was received that our 

Naval Escort seriously damaged and probably destroyed a U-Boat. 

Orders were issued today that personnel sleeping in Q. 1, 2, and 3 were 

to sleep on the decks as it is too hot below in their sleeping quarters. 

During the afternoon weapon inspections were carried out and many of 

the Bren gunners were busy filling their mags with tracer. In the evening 

there, was a sing song on the deck which continued until 2230 hrs., when 

everyone then went to bed. 

Friday, 9 July 1943 

A cigarette issue of 50 per man was given this morning. These 

cigarettes are to be taken by the men when going on the actual operation, 

which is to be expected soon. This afternoon pl officers were taking their 

pls up to the officers lounge where the model and maps are and giving 

the pls lectures on the operation. Those not on guard or mess duties were 

out on the deck either reading, writing or sleeping. The rest of the day 

was normal. 

SICILY  

Saturday, 10 July 1943 

At approximately 0430 hrs. the bn embarked in LCIôs ready to land 

at whichever beach Bde. ordered it to. After remaining afloat for two hrs. 

it was called in and landed on beach 57 ñSugar Green.ò No organized 

opposition had been encountered by the assaulting bns. and except for 

some difficulty  with deep water our landing was without incident. 

Moving according to plan the bn took up a defensive position in area ELK 

-PACHINO where it spent the remainder of the day collecting transport 

and generally reorganizing. ñBò Coy had a minor engagement in the 

afternoon. Movement was noticed in a nearby winery and an 

investigating patrol was fired on. Our Bren guns replied where- up 35 

Italian soldiers with kits already packed marched out and surrendered. 

Our boys sampled some of the ñVinoò with rather disastrous results. In 

the evening the bn moved on foot to the Bde. fortress area on the high 

ground. 

Sunday, 11 July 1943 

In the morning the CO received orders for an attack on ISPICA. We 

were advised that it had been shelled the previous evening in preparation 

for the attack. After a long and tiring march in the boiling sun ISPICA 

was taken without opposition. 
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A considerable number of prisoners surrendered and during the 

night the bn moved outside of the town in a defensive position. 

During this time the recovery was made of three Italian trucks and 

several mules were commandeered. The tpt situation is serious and 

every available conveyance is being taken. This shortage is due to the 

sinking of ship BB3 on which some of our tpt was loaded. It was 

fortunate that the town capitulated without fire as it would have been 

a costly operation to have taken it by force; high cliffs made the town 

impregnable. The only difficulty encountered were enthusiastic 

greetings of the civil population and the frantic endeavours of the 

military population to surrender. We were visited today by Lieut. 

General Sir Oliver Leese Comd 30th Corps. 

Monday, 12 July, 1943 

Orders were to press fwd with our advance and in the morning the 

bn moved on toward MODICA - RAGUSA. We concentrated about 

5 Km outside of the town and a patrol was sent fwd from óAô Coy to 

investigate. Again, no opposition was reported though firing could be 

heard in the distance. The bn further moved in and on towards 

RAGUSA leaving a small force under Lieut. J. H. Snell to keep order 

in the town. Capt. A. A. Gilchrist of ñBò Coy and a troop of tanks 

were sent SE to capture the town of ISCICLI. The tanks fired three 

shots over the town and 1100 prisoners emarged from the hills and 

gave themselves up along with 3 Italian trucks which the prisoners 

drove in themselves. The prisoners were ferried back to ISPICA. 

Returning to the advance on RAGUSA, ñCò Coy and 2 pls of ñAò 

Coy were mounted on tanks and the remainder of the bn in bn tpt and 

in this manner moved into the town again without opposition. Whilst 

here the first contact was made with the Americans. In the evening 

the bn moved out to a defensive position in the hills by RAGUSA- 

IBLA NE of RAGUSA. One pl of ñDò Coy was warned for 

occupational troops duties. 

Tuesday, 13 July 1943 

The bn remained in this position all day. ñDò Coyôs pl moved into 

RAGUSA at 0700 hrs. and remained there. Some sniping was 

reported by American troops but we suffered no casualties. In the 

afternoon General Bradley of the American Army visited Lt. Col. J. 

C. Jefferson at his HQ and reported good progress on the part of the 

Americans to the west. The bn was tired after its journey so far and 

welcomed the opportunity to rest and clean up.  

Wednesday, 14 July 1943 

At 1000 hrs. the bn formed up in the station yard and was visited 

by General Sir B. L. Montgomery Comd 8th Army and he told us 

how delighted he was to have the Cdns in his army. At noon the 

remainder of ñDò Coy was moved into RAGUSA as the population 

was proving restive. It is the HQ of the Fascist Party in the Southern 

area. A proclamation was issued requiring all arms, in the city to be 

turned in to our troops and putting on a curfew during the hrs. of 

darkness. At about 1800 hrs. Lt. Col. J. C. Jefferson received orders 

to prepare to move embussed in a NW direction toward 

CHIARAMONTE as the Germans were reported to be in that area. 

Tanks were brought fwd. and one pl of ñCò Coy was mounted on 

them as vanguard. The remainder of the coy embussed in our own 

vehs and subsequently tpt. was received from the PPCLI and the 

Seaforth of C and the bn moved fwd. The bn had the role of advance 

guard for the bde, which role it has had ever since landing. On 

entering RAGUSA ñCò Coy and the tanks were sniped at and our first 

casualties of the war were received, Pte. Brimacombe, L., Pte 

Robinson, L., Pte Rasmussen, J.N. were killed and four others were 

wounded. A coy of Hastings and Prince Edward Regiment was 

brought fwd from 1 Cdn Inf Bde and were used to police the town 

while the remainder of the convoy passed through. No further 

incidents occurred. 

Thursday, 15 July 1943 

The advance continued during the night nothing being 

encountered at CHIARAMONTE and at 0800 hrs. the bn debussed 

SE of LICODIA. After a short rest we moved fwd out of the town to 

take up a defensive posn. Liaison was made with the American Forces 

comd by Col Ankcorn. This defensive posn. was held during day and 

night, during which time contact was made with the Hastings and 

Prince Edward Regiment who had by-passed us, with the remainder 

of the 1 Cdn Inf Bde and were advancing on CALTAGIRONE. 

During the night orders were received to attack a German defensive 

posn on the outskirts of that same town. 

Friday, 16 July 1943 

The comd officer- went fwd. on a recce with the Brig and the bn 

followed on foot. On reaching their forming up area a short distance 

east of CALTAGIRONE we discovered that the 1 Cdn Inf Bde had 

occupied the town. A short halt, was made while men breakfasted 

alongside of the road. At this point Mt. Etna was clearly visible. 

Enemy tanks could be seen burning in the valley below. Here liaison 

was made with the 12th CTR and after gas capes and small packs 

were dumped. ñCò Coy were mounted on tanks again to continue as 

vanguard and transport was received from the RCASC for the 

remainder of the bn. At this time word was received that the division 

would be advancing on ENNA with the idea of cutting of the German 

Line of communication and prevent, the reinforcement of the German 

Forces in the CATANIA PLAIN. 

 

  



Jul 1952    No. 57             THE FOURTY NINER 
 

Page 8 of 41 
 

 

The advance continued through SAN MICHELE no halt being 

made, though a large party of Italian soldiers endeavoured to stop us 

in order to surrender. All progress was seriously hampered by the 

absence of maps of the area and at one time there was only one large 

scale map for the whole bde. Later in the day a supply was received, 

and these maps were distributed en route. Some delay was also caused 

by the demolition and mine laying activities on the part of the 

Germans. At approximately 1200 hrs. the advance guard reached a 

bend in the road at the base of a hill about 5 Km south of PIAZZA 

ARMERINA when an apparent smoke signal was seen from a, house 

on the hillside. Investigation revealed nothing, but when the advance 

was continued the first action of Cdn troops against the main German 

rearguard commenced. Simultaneously three German machine guns 

opened fire from the hillside and a crater was blown in the road ahead. 

The column stopped and the command officer joined Major W. T. 

Cromb to recce and appreciate the situation, during which time the 

IO was endeavoring to pinpoint the enemy posn. Shelling of the road 

commenced and very accurate mortar fire was laid down on the road 

on which our column was halted. At this time, we were without the 

support of our own arty, the guns being too far back on the line of 

march. As an alternative our 3ò mortar and A. Tk gun in the vanguard 

were brought fwd into action supported by the fire of the tanks. One 

of our A. Tk guns made short of one of the machine gun posns in a 

house which it blew to pieces scattering snipers in all directions. The 

other 6 pdr was hit and put out of action, before it could be taken off 

the road. The fact that the guns were towed by trucks prevented a 

quick dispersal from the line of march, hence the casualties. At the 

same time the 3ò mortar detachment opened fire, moved to an 

alternative posn from which it fired a few more rounds and was then 

put out of action, four of the crew being wounded by enemy mortar. 

The CO now ordered ñAò and ñCò Coys to seize the high ground on 

the right and left of the road. This left only ñBò Coy in reserve as ñDò 

Coy were still in RAGUSA. ñAò Coy was successful in capturing 

their objective and provided an OP from which the CO made plans to 

attack the main enemy posn. ñCò Coy occupied their hill but were 

unable to hold it due to intensive mortar fire and moved to an 

alternative posn. From the OP a prominent feature in the centre of the 

valley was observed approximately and ñAò Coy was ordered to 

move fwd and occupy it. ñBò Coy at the same time was ordered to 

attack high ground on the right flank, while ñCò Coy moved fwd on 

the axis of advance with orders to conform the movement of hte 

leading coys and reinforce success. In the meantime, Bn HQ plus 

certain tpt selected what was considered to be a sheltered posn in the 

lee of the hill. Things were progressing quietly the occasional shell 

going over when it was noticed a long and short bracket had fallen 

indicating registration of Bn HQ posn. Shortly after one round fell 

much too close to be comfortable and the whole of Bn HQ put on 

some of the fastest movement that was ever made. Vehs were pulled 

across country in close to the hillside, but some delay was caused by 

ditches and several near misses landed among the tpt. It was thought 

that there were heavy casualties but only one truck was slightly 

damaged. One misleading incident occurred when a Sigmn appeared 

heavily splattered with blood. It was thought that a direct hit was 

made on some person near him but further investigation, however, 

found that it had been a direct hit on a mulberry tree instead. 
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WHO CAN NAME THEM NOW? 

 
Information regarding the identity of the stalwarts shown above is urgently requested by the editor. 

The R.A.P. during this arty attack had been unable to get off the 

road and it had a most exciting time being chased back and forth 

along the road by the arty. Major General G. C. Simmonds arrived at 

this time and joined the ambulance in its difficulties. When things 

settled down, he praised very highly the actions of the SBôs in 

continuing to evacuate casualties and protect the wounded already in 

the R.A.P. whilst the fire was falling. In the meantime, the advance 

of ñAò and ñBò Coys was continued. ñAò Coy made good progress 

toward its objective supported by 4.2 and 3ò mortar fire. ñCò Coy 

followed on quick behind and on call by ñAò Coy for reinforcements 

joined ñAò Coy in the attack. With ñCò Coy was Capt. Grahan Foo 

from the Support batter and he very quickly got his guns into action 

and under his orders fire was brought, down on many enemy posns 

thereby making it possible for the high ground to be held. The FOO 

was considerably assisted by the scouting of Pte Maynes, A. of the 

óIô Section. ñBò Coy on the right got out of communication and no 

word was heard from them for some hrs. It had a very difficult time 

and Capt. A. A. Gilchrist with Coy HQ and one pl were pinned down 

in an orchard by mortar and machine gun fire and separated from the 

remainder of the coy suffering casualties. 

Capt. A. E. Newton accompanied by Pte McCormack, AE 

Volunteered to work their way out of the trap to try and get support. 

They did not reach Bn HQ and are officially missing. Information 

from German prisoners indicates that they have been captured. The 

remainder of ñBò Coy was taken over by Lieut. K. J. Rootes and 

ultimately reached its objective. By evening the posn was con-

solidated and enemy opposition died down. The courage and 

endurance of the troops was firmly proven. They had been advancing 

almost continuously during two nights and a day, had no food after 

0900 hrs. on the day of the attack., yet they went into battle staunchly. 

In this their first action all ranks showed extreme coolness and daring 

and with as little regard to personal safety as if they were on an 

exercise in England. 

Saturday, 17 July 1943 

The morning was spent in consolidation on comd high ground 

overlooking PIAZZA ARMER- INA. The remainder of the bde was 

positioned about the town. It was found that the bn had dislodged a 

strong force of Germans consisting of two bns 15th Panzer Division 

with supporting arms. 
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Subsequently the bn was credited with the wiping out of one 

complete coy. Our own casualties were found to be surprisingly light 

totaling 27 all ranks killed, wounded and missing. The remainder of 

the day was spent in rest and reorganization. One building occupied 

was found to be corps HQ of the Italian forces. 

Sunday, 18 July 1943 

Orders were received that the advance would be continued today 

with bn embussed. Troops were got ready to move at 0700 hrs. and 

at that time vehs arrived. The bn was told to stand by the vehs and 

await the actual order to move. We stood by all day, but did not 

actually move until 2300 hrs. Our orders were to go as far fwd as we 

could and we were told that the plan of the div was changed to attack 

LEONFORTE in place of ENNA, the latter being considered too 

strongly held while capture of the former would accomplish the same 

purpose, i.e. the cutting of German communication. 

Monday, 19 July 1943 

At approx. 0200 hrs. the bn debussed and marched towards 

VALGUARNERA, this having been taken by the first Bde. After a 

short rest in the town the bn took up a defensive posn on the high 

ground to the NW. During the day the PPCLI and the Seaforth of C 

attacked enemy posns north of the town and occupied high ground 

astride the axis of advance. At 2230 hrs. the regiment acting as ad-

vance guard bn for the bde moved to LEONFORTE. This advance 

was made on a wide front the bn being extended in line. This was 

necessitated by reports that enemy mines had been encountered 

giving rise to thought that more elaborate minefields might be found 

along the axis of advance.  

Tuesday, 20 July 1943 

At 0445 hrs. enemy machine gun posns were encountered and 

the advance was halted in order to recce fwd. ñDò Coy had in the 

meantime managed to establish a bridgehead fwd of the dried 

riverbed of the DITTAMO RIVER and came under machine gun and 

mortar fire from enemy posns eastward. 

 

 

 




























































