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The Forty-Niner 
Number Fifty-Six     EDMONTON, ALBERTA     January 1953 

EDITORIAL 
This magazine exists to assist the Forty- Ninth 

Battalion Association to realize its aims. The purpose 

of the Association is two-fold; toward our own 

comrades it is to remember, recognize, encourage and 

help; toward the public it is to show that we stand 

together as citizens to further the ideals and ideas that 

make our society. 

We are both soldiers and citizens. It has not always 

been thus; in earlier days the soldier was known from 

youth to old age as either a soldier or a veteran, almost 

never as one with a place, trade or profession in civilian 

life. But as wars have expanded into World Wars, the 

fighting forces have grown to include all the able- 

bodied citizens; after each “cease-fire” all but a few of 

the survivors return to our normal tasks. 

This return to normal has been assisted 

magnificently by our governments, who are ourselves. 

These pages, therefore, attempt to record the successes 

of our members in achieving the complete re-

establishment which is now as much a part of a military 

career as was recruit-drill. We are proud of our heroes 

and our battles; we are also proud of our boys doing 

the work of the nation on farm, in industry, business 

and public life - and of our wives, our families, and for 

an increasing number of us, our grandchildren. 

This rising generation is the best yet; how could it 

be otherwise, with such parents ? 

HONOURS AND AWARDS 
LOYAL EDMONTON REGIMENT WAR 1939-45 

Bar to Distinguished Service Order: 

Lt.-Col. James Curry Jefferson, Lt.-Col, James Riley Stone. 

Distinguished Service Order: 

Major William Gledstanes Bury, Lt.-Col. William Taylor Cromb, 

Major Archie Scott Donald, Lt.-Col. James Curry Jefferson. Major 

Francis Henry McDougall, Major (A/Lt.-Col.) James Riley Stone. 

Officer of the Order of the British Empire: 

Major Alan Fraser Macdonald, Lt-Col. (A/Col.) Ernest Brown 

Wilson. 

Member of the Order of the British Empire: 

Major John Harold Adams; M.16473, RQMS (WO II) Ralph Newton 

Craven; M.16195, RQMS 

(WO II) Henry Wilson Hunter; M.15584, RQMS (WO II) Daniel 

Jackson; Lieut. (A/Capt.) Terence Leslie C. Pierce-Goulding; Major Fred 

K. Reesor; M.16294, RSM (WO I) Alan Conrad Sachse. 

Bar to Military Cross: 

Capt. John Alpine Dougan. 

Military Cross: 

M.15614, RSM (WO I) Ronald Bowen, Lieut John Alpine Dougan, 

Lieut. John Harris, Lieut. Ernest M. K. MacGregor, Capt. (A/Major) 

James Riley Stone, Lieut. Charles Gilmour Snort, Capt. Henry Dolphin 

Patrick Tighe. 

Medal for Distinguished Conduct in the Field: 

M.16370, Sgt. (A/CSM, A/WO II) Walter Lawrence Bober; 

M.106615, Pte. Myron Berry; M.17017, Cpl. (A/Sgt.) Allan Gee 

Cheshire; M.15559, CSM (A/WO II) Wallace George Davies; C.65591, 

Cpl. Gerald Elwood Kingston; M.57061, Pte. John Low; M. 16475, Sgt. 

Robert Baden Whiteside. 

Military Medal: 

M.16815, Pte. Lloyd Blair; K.65821, Pte. Joseph Charles Bohemier; 

M.16370, Sgt. (A/WOII) Walter Lawrence Bober; M.16888, Cpl. 

(A/Sgt.) George Alexander Campion; M.16567, Pte. William Thomas 

Davies; M.15568, L./Sgt. (A/Sgt.) John Edward William Dick; M.60720, 

Pte. George Francis Derbyshire; M.31801, Pte. Benjamin Douglas 

Desjarlais; M.15665, Cpl. Robert Wilson Ellenwood; M.107836, Pte. 

Emil Andrew Kidd; M.38055, Pte. Alphonse Joseph Laforce; M.15567, 

Sgt. Alexander McDaren; M.16025, Pte. (A/Cpl.) Thomas Cook 

MacKenzie; M.15538, Pte. Stanley Louis Melton; M.11226, Pte. 

(A/Cpl.) John Goodwin Milnes; M.31711, Cpl. George Edward O’Neil; 

M.31000, Sgt. Henry Oswald W. Powell; M.17111, Pte. Charles Gordon 

Rattray; M.107023, Pte. Douglas Robb; M.16408, Sgt. William Neilson 

Ross; M.17133, Pte. Wilfred Laurie Squires; M.16620, Pte. Leonard 

James Tuppen; M.16383, L/'Cpl. James A. W. Woodford. 

British Empire Medal: 

M.15770, Sgt. George Duncan; M.16150, Cpl. (A/Sgt.) George 

David Hamel. 

Mentioned in Despatches: 

Major John Harold Adams; Major John Howard Adams; M.15569, 

CQMS (A/WOII) Nate Alexander; M.11108, CSM (WOII) Alaric John 

Baker; M.16814, Cpl. William Bird; M.16583, Sgt. Jack Birmingham; 

M.15614, RSM (WOI) Ronald Bowen; M.15825, Sgt. Louis Henry 

Burghardt; M.16817, Pte. James Burndred; M.17289, Sgt. William R. 

Campbell; A.22743, Pte. (A/Cpl.) George Francis Cote; M.15665, Cpl. 

Robert Wilson Ellenwood; M.104072, L/Sgt. Frank Evans; M.15711, 

RSM (WOI) Joseph T. P. Ferguson; M. 17307, Sgt. (A/S/Sgt. George O. 

Godin; Major Paul Hart; M.15968, Sgt. Roy Hawkins; K.69853, Pte. 

George Edward Hayes; M.15734, Sgt. Daniel H. Hicks; M.16390, Cpl. 

James Johnman; Major Willmott George Longhurst; M.15585, RQMS 

(WOII) Carl Almon MacDonald; M.15649, Pte. John Bertram 

MacDonald; M.56893, Pte. Joseph Leonard Makokis; B.136356, Cpl. 

Norman Edward McKay; Lieut. 

(Continued on Page 40) 
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GENERAL GRIESBACH’S PAPERS 
A mass of personal records, memoranda and copies of operation 

orders, preserved by the late General and Mrs. Griesbach have been 

bequeathed to the Edmonton Regiment. These are to be. sorted, 

arranged and catalogued, but in the meantime the association is 

permitted to publish some excerpts. 

The following are from the General’s folder “Ypres Salient May 

1, 1916.” The map preserved with the papers shows, from west to 

east, a pretty little lake, called Zillebeke, a village of the same name, 

a shady lane known as Dormy House Lane running east through 

picturesque Maple Copse, from which Border Lane and Durham 

Lane wind toward the beautiful forest, Sanctuary Wood. Through the 

latter run a system of streets and avenues, not paved, exactly - 

Gourock Road, Warrington Avenue, Bydand Avenue, Sherwood 

Road, Sackville Street, Torr Top, - most having a view, to the south 

of Observatory Ridge, and to the west of the picturesque and 

castellated skyline of the City of Ypres. A tramway line runs from 

Sanctuary Wood to the city along the northern edge of Maple Copse, 

but passenger service was irregular to say the least, and would-be 

passengers were advised to walk. 

49th Can. Bn. (Edmonton Regiment).  

May 2, 1916. 

To: H.Q. 7th Can. Bde. 

I have the honour to submit this my report upon yesterday’s 

operations. 

At 9:45 a.m. the enemy opened fire upon my front line and 

supports in TRENCH 60, causing 13 casualties, with H.E. 5.9. Firing 

ceased at about 10:15 a.m. 

At 5 p.m. a 5.9 Howitzer enfiladed me from the right and fired 

from 12 to 15 rounds into my supports and in the neighborhood of 

my H.Q. 

At about 5:3 0 p.m. the enemy opened heavy artillery fire upon 

the whole of my front line and supports in rear of TRENCHES 61 

and 62. Guns used whizzbangs. 5.9 and 8 inch, information being 

given me by F.O.O. 84th Battery on the 1st inst. 

At 5 p.m. or thereabouts I was at TOR TOP with the F.O.O. 84th 

Battery, and through that officer called for heavy gun retaliation from 

the one gun enfilading me from the right. This retaliation was not 

given. With the commencement of heavy fire at 5:30 p.m. I asked the 

F.O.O. 84th Battery to give retaliation, which his Battery did. I also 

asked this officer to call on the 85th Battery for retaliation, which he 

did, and the 85th Battery retaliated. With the growing intensity of the 

enemy’s fire at about 6 o’clock I asked for heavy gun retaliation 

through the F.O.O. 84th Battery. At least half an hour passed before 

this heavy gun retaliation was given. 

The enemy’s fire was continued, at times very intensely, until 

8:15 p.m. and was directed principally against TRENCHES 60, 61 

and 62, the centre of TRENCH 60 suffering most severely, where I 

suffered thirty casualties. Parapets and traverses were blown in and 

men buried. 

The enemy also used several trench mortars, particularly against 

the left of 62. Fortunately, however, most of these projectiles fell in 

rear of this trench and did no material damage. 

I am informed by Artillery Officers that yesterday afternoon 

previous to the commencement of the bombardment, the enemy’s 

heavy artillery swept over the back country on to batteries in rear and 

upon battery wires and communications. 

 
LATE HONORABLE MAJOR-GENERAL 

W. A. GRIESBACH 

Men in all trenches lay in the bottom of the trenches and as close 

to the parapet as possible. 

At 8:15 p.m. the fire of the enemy ceased. 

In the meantime, counterattack parties from the supports, 

previously detailed, moved forward to avoid the expected barrage of 

fire over the supports, and were in position to deliver counter-attacks 

on the frontages allotted to them. 

At 8:15 p.m. with the cessation of fire, a party of Germans, 

believed to be about 20 in number, came over their parapet in front 

of the LOOP in TRENCH 62 and made a determined attack upon that 

portion of my position. With the cessation of fire, men in the front 

line trenches stood to, awaiting such an attack, and the enemy 

attacking the LOOP were met with a heavy rifle fire, supplemented 

with bombs and Lewis gun fire; and it is believed that few, if any, of 

the enemy attacking party escaped. The German officer leading the 

assaulting party, followed by his Sergeant, actually entered our 

trenches, or fell into the trenches, severely wounded, the German 

N.C.O. being wounded in a gun-duel by Lieut. R. C. Arthurs. This 

German N.C.O. subsequently died of his wounds, 2 hours later. The 

wire in front of this trench has long since disappeared if there ever 

was any. which is doubtful. The distance between the trench in 

question and the enemy trenches is 32 yards, estimated. No damage 

was done to our wire elsewhere except in one case of a negligible 

nature. 

As it was getting dark at this hour, it is not known whether the 

enemy attempted to leave his trenches at other points of my frontage 

or not. Some officers and men say that the enemy did make such an 

attempt, and that they saw the enemy. Other officers and men, on the 

other hand, say they saw nothing of any such movement. All troops 

in front line, however, opened a rapid fire. 
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In conversation with the German officer captured, he told me that the 

enemy supposed that after the bombardment in question, all front-line troops 

would be dead or in support trenches, and it may be that the heavy firing 

opened by our men from the front-line trenches dissuaded the enemy from 

attacking. In this connection it should be noted that our supporting field 

artillery maintained an effective barrage on the enemy’s front-line trenches. 

After ten minutes rifle fire I ordered front line troops to cease fire and 

stand down, as I feared the enemy might bombard our front line, which, 

however, they did not do. 

Two of the enemy penetrated our trench, namely Lieut. W. Binder, 121 

Wurtembergers, and an N.C.O. of the same regiment who subsequently died 

of his wounds. The German officer was badly wounded and was removed 

with difficulty to my Bn. Aid Post about 1 a.m. this morning, where I 

questioned him while he was being dressed. He stated that his party consisted 

of himself and twenty men, and that the attack was made to secure prisoners 

or identification; that he was surprised to find our front line so heavily held 

and the volume of our fire. 

He stated that there was no preparation for gas attack in front of us, and 

no mining was being carried on. His statements on these last two pointe will, 

of course, require corroboration. His personal effects went forward to you this 

morning. He has 7 wounds in the right leg and 3 in the left and 1 in the right 

arm. He nevertheless succeeded in reaching our front-line trench. 

When the death of the German N.C.O. was reported to me it was also 

reported that the German officer was seriously wounded. I decided therefore 

to examine him as soon as possible to guard against, the possibility of death 

also. 

OUR ARTILLERY 

The 84th and 85th Batteries gave excellent support having regard for the 

weight of their projectiles. 

ENEMY’S ARTILLERY 

The enemy used a large number of heavy howitzers, which did a great 

deal of material damage to trenches and morale damage to all ranks. It would 

appear that the junction of the TRENCHES 59 and 60 is a particularly well 

marked spot. Both in the morning and afternoon, the enemy’s heavy 

howitzers did great damage there. 

Enemy’s trench mortar made a great deal of noise but were not accurate. 

As to the quality of volume of the enemy’s fire, I would suggest that 

F.O.O. Artillery be asked to supply an estimate. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

The wires between my H.Q. and my left company and left supporting 

company were out early in the bombardment and no communication with 

them was possible except by runner. Communication between H.Q. and my 

right front and right supporting company was maintained. 

LEWIS GUNS 

The Lewis Guns proved extremely serviceable, and they were easily 

moved from point to point in the trenches, and with the cessation of the 

bombardment came into action almost immediately. 

BRIGADE MACHINE GUNS 

Bde Machine Guns remained in their emplacements and were 

undamaged. 

ENEMY FIRE 

At the conclusion of the bombardment, the enemy on our right front 

opened a very feeble rifle and M.G. fire, which ceased almost immediately as 

the full volume of our rifle fire struck enemy front line. 

SIGNALLERS 

Signallers stood to their posts everywhere and gave efficient service. 

GENERAL 

Upon the cessation of the bombardment and the attack of the enemy on 

the left, the prospect of coming to close grips with the enemy was received 

with great enthusiasm by all ranks, and I have no doubt that had the enemy 

made an attack upon the whole of my frontage, he could not have succeeded 

in entering my trenches or in maintaining himself in them for any length of 

time. 

CASUALTIES 

Officers Wounded   2 

O.R. Killed   12 

O.R. Missing (believed killed  2 

O.R. Wounded  38 

Total Casualties 2 Officers and 52 O.R. 

In connection with these casualties, it is to be noted that 75 per cent of 

them took place within 100 yards of trench and the remainder were scattered 

throughout the frontage. The enemy’s fire was concentrated and intense at the 

junction of trenches 59 and 60, and I attribute the low casualty list to the fact 

that the enemy continued to pound a section of trench no longer occupied, 

and also to the fact that all ranks lay in the bottom of the trench and close up 

to the parapet, and thereby escaped shrapnel and flying splinters. 

RIFLES 

In my right company 40 per cent of the ROSS rifles jammed in rapid 

firing. In my left company other ranks complained vigorously of the jamming 

of their rifles. 

GENERAL 

The conduct of all ranks was extremely satisfactory. In no case was there 

the slightest manifestation of panic, confusion or fear. On the contrary there 

was everywhere a determination to hold positions, and a great desire on the 

part of all ranks to close with the enemy if possible. 

I have the honour to attach hereto copy of my Operation Orders for the 

occupation of this position. 

(Sgd.) W. A. GRIESBACH Lt. Col. 

C.O. 49th Canadian Bn. (Edmonton Regt.). 49th Canadian Bn. 

(Edmonton Regiment) May 4th, 1916 

To: H.Q. 7th Can. Inf. Bde. 

Ref. Canadian Corps G. 654. Your B.M.S. 547. 

I have the honour to attach hereto reports in original from my four 

Company Commanders. 

(a) “C” Company of this Bn were called upon to repel an attack of the 

enemy with rapid fire at HOOGE on the 6th April. My Bn occupied a series 

of detached posts in rough ground. The enemy entered my trenches, took 

prisoners, and was retiring, and rapid cross fire was opened. All the rifles in 

one post of eight men jammed before the enemy had disappeared. Rifles in 

other posts jammed. One man, the only man who witnessed the whole 

transaction fired three shots at the advancing enemy, and his rifle jammed. A 

number of targets presented themselves to him, including the German officer 

who was directing the operation at 20 paces, and he was unable to fire. 

In SANCTUARY WOOD on the 1st inst., the enemy attacked trenches 

held by my “A” Coy. Rapid fire was opened against advancing enemy, and 

thirty-two rifles jammed. A supporting fire was opened by “C” Coy on the 

right of “A” Coy., and forty per cent of the rifles in “C” jammed in rapid fire. 

(b) In moving through the trenches and talking with N.C.O.’s. and men, I 

reached the conclusion that a vast majority of all ranks have no confidence 
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in the ROSS rifle. I know of one N.C.O. who thinks well of the rifle. 

There may of course be others whom I have not discussed the matter with. 

(c) The rifle does not work well when repelling an attack. I 

conducted a test on the 29th April in billets when the men were not 

excited, rifles were clean, and ammunition used not G.B. or N. marks. 

Ten rifles were used, and they all jammed, the lowest at 26 shots, and the 

highest at 55. All the men in the test had received musketry instruction in 

the manipulation of the ROSS rifle action and had been passed in 

Musketry at HYTHE ranges. 

(Sgd.) W. A. GRIESBACH Lieut. Col. 

C.O. 49th Canadian Battalion (Edmonton Regiment) 

Reprinted as the result of numerous requests; from War Issue of 

Forty-Niner Vol. 1. Wrongly numbered No. 6 should have been No. 

7. Awarded the V.C. 

437793 Pte. Kinross, Cecil. 

Narrative - For the most remarkable bravery and gallantry in action 

during the operations from the night of October 28-29 tonight October 

31- November 1, in which the battalion carried out an attack on the 

German line in the vicinity of Passchendaele Ridge. On the morning of 

October 30, shortly after the attack was launched, his company came 

under intense artillery fire, and their further advance was held up by a 

murderous fire from an enemy machine-gun firing from directly in front 

of them. Pte. Kinross, making a careful survey of the situation, 

deliberately divested himself of all his equipment save his rifle and 

bandolier, and, regardless of his personal safety, advanced alone over 

open ground in broad daylight, charging the enemy machine-gun and 

crew of six, killing every member and seized and destroyed the gun. His 

superb example and courage instilled the greatest confidence in his 

company and enabled a further advance of 300 yards to be made and a 

highly important position established. Pte. Kinross throughout the day, 

after most of his officers and N.C.O.’s had been killed, showed marvelous 

coolness and courage, fighting with the utmost aggressiveness against 

heavy odds until seriously wounded. 

Awarded the V.C. 

101465 Pte. Kerr, J. C. 

Narrative Who, St. Courcellette, France, on September 16, 1916, 

during a bombing attack, while acting as first bayonet man, he knew the 

bombs were running short, and while the enemy were resisting 

vigorously - although one of his fingers had been blown off at the second 

joint by a German bomb - jumped out of the trench and ran along the 

parados for a considerable distance, and, coming- into close contact with 

the enemy, firing at point blank range and killing and wounding many of 

them, whereupon the enemy, believing themselves to be cut off, desisted 

from the fight and surrendered, and 62 prisoners were taken. The action 

of this man at this juncture undoubtedly resulted in the capture of the 62 

prisoners above mentioned, and in the taking of 250 yards of the trench, 

thereby making it possible for this battalion to occupy and hold the 

ground gained in the general attack. Pte. Kerr then, with two other men, 

escorted the prisoners across open ground, and under heavy fire, to a 

support trench, and returned and reported himself for duty to his 

Company Commander before his wound had been dressed. The conduct 

of this man on several other occasions has been brought to notice, and 

this recommendation is supported by the common consent and voice of 

all ranks in his company. (Kerr was a member of “B” Company.) 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
Seated above at Annual General Meeting are Kenny Kinnaird, Ronnie Bowen, Bert Hidson and Jack Madore. 

MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING 
The Annual General Meeting was held in the Memorial Hall on 

Sunday, November 16, 1952, at 2:30 p.m., with President R. O. 

Bowen in the chair. 

The meeting was called to order and two minutes of silence 

observed in memory of those who gave their lives in both World Wars 

and those who have died. The minutes of the previous General 

Meeting were then read by the Hon. Secretary, Bert Hidson, and 

adopted by motion of Neville Jones and Kenny Kinnaird. 

The financial report, which had been audited and certified correct 

by Kinnaird and Aylen was then presented by the Hon. Treasurer, 

Jack Madore who moved its adoption. Norman Arnold seconded the 

motion which was carried. 

Election of Officers 

Kenny Kinnaird, Chairman of the Nominating Committee then 

presented his report. The following were nominated and elected: 

President, R. 0. Bowen; 1st Vice-President, G. D. K. Kinnaird; 2nd 

Vice-President, J. G. Rowlatt. Re-elected to their offices were 

Secretary, Bert Hidson and Treasurer, Jack Madore. John (Mike) 

Michaels remains Honorary President. Elected to serve on the 

Executive were: Joe Feldman, Harvey Farrell, Don McDonald, Andy 

Black, O. Muckleston, F. E. J. Hancock, J. W. H. Williams, E. P. 

Tannous, Neville Jones, Percy Darlington, E. W. Day, P. H. Debney, 

A. E. McCormack, Sam McCullock. Editor - H. E. Balfour; Associate 

Editors - H. R. Horne, Barney Olson. Advertising Manager, H. M. 

Bergman. 

The Nominating Committee composed of Messrs. Kinnaird, 

Rowlatt, Black, Blewett and McCulloch were accorded a vote of 

thanks on a motion by John Hancock, seconded by Neville Jones and 

carried.  

Reports and Miscellany. 

J. W. H. Williams submitted his report dealing with Last Post 

funerals and was thanked for his untiring efforts to help the bereaved 

by securing pallbearers. He reported the following funerals since our 

last meeting: Major Raymond Pratley, died November 18, 1951; 

Harold Edward McMaster, died on December 10, 1951; Capt. George 

L. Hudson, died January 14; James Standeven, died March 3; James 

Reginald Terry, died March 31; Currer S. Smith, died May 6; Oscar 

Holt, died May 27; Norman E. Cook, died August 15; Robert 

Wallwork, died September 16; George Duncan, died October 3; Peter 

Mickelson, died October 21. The Association furnished wreaths for 

the funerals mentioned. Mr. Williams thanked the following for 

helping him as pallbearers: Messrs. Black, Jones, Lunn, Waithe, 

Keen, Blewett, Arnold, Law, Tom Turner of Victoria, Martin, Dean, 

Daly, Robbie, Hidson, Knox and Wismer. 

At this point, the President asked Norman Arnold to leave the 

room and suggested to the meeting that something tangible be done 

to show our appreciation for the wonderful work Norman has done 

so willingly throughout many years. It was decided to present 

Norman with a $50.00 Government Bond at the Annual Reunion 

Dinner in January. Jack Blewett pointed out that the bond was only 

symbolic of our warm feeling for Norman who has always been a true 

friend and tireless worker for our Association. 

J. W. H. Williams very kindly offered to donate to the Association 

fifty-five individual copies of the 49er Magazine, dating from the first 

issue. He requested that the magazines be properly bound and 

preserved in the Public Library or some other suitable location. The 

motion by Norman Arnold and Neville Jones to accept Mr. Williams’ 

generous donation was met with a great deal of applause. 

Neville Jones then stated that he would be pleased to pay for the 

cost of binding the magazines. The chairman thanked Neville on 

behalf of all present. 



Jan 1953    No. 56             THE FOURTY NINER 
 

Page 10 of 45 
 

 

 

 

 
  



Jan 1953    No. 56             THE FOURTY NINER 
 

Page 11 of 45 
 

 

Mr. H. E. Balfour then submitted his report covering the 

publication and distribution of the “Forty-Niner” magazine which 

was adopted on a motion by Dan Smith, seconded by Kenny 

Kinnaird. 

It was decided to hold the Annual Reunion Dinner again in the 

Macdonald Hotel and arrangements were left in the hands of the 

executive. 

Votes of thanks were accorded to the following: The Montgomery 

Branch of the Canadian Legion for the use of the Memorial Hall in 

which to hold our executive and Annual Meeting; Kinnaird and 

Aylen for auditing our books; the press and radio for free services 

rendered. 

Fred Pinnell moved a vote of thanks to the outgoing executive for 

Association work performed during the past year. 

The following were among those present at the meeting: 

J. W. H. Williams, N. E. Jones, G. D. K. Kinnaird, H. E. Balfour, 

W. Cook, F. J. Hancock, H. E. Longhurst, T. E. Southern, Dan 

Gilchrist, John Payee, Fred T. Pinnell, J. J. Blewett, C. H. Bunkum, 

L. F. Dawes, G. M. Beaton, W. McCoy, A. A. Knight, A. Keen, E. 

Swelin, D. Russell, T. N. Adamic, F. E. Mayer, J. G. Fairholm, W. 

Smith, W. R. Cruickshank, D. S. Macdonald, W. Ireland, E. A. Smith, 

D. McElroy, W. M. Craig, W. Graham, Dan Smith, S. McCulloch, R. 

Hargreaves, R. A. Whyte, R. Gray, A. Black, A. Keen, G. Blower, F. 

Lunn, N. Arnold, J. Madore, G. H. Farrell, Ron Bowen. 

 

 

31st Battalion Holds Reunion 

Close to 200 members and guests attended the 34th annual 

reunion dinner of the 31st Battalion, CEF in the Palliser Hotel 

Saturday evening. 

Jonathan Wheatley was chairman for the reunion banquet of the 

battalion, nicknamed “Bell’s Bulldogs.” 

The program opened with grace offered by Rev. Canon W. H. 

Morgan, followed by a toast to the Queen by President Stan Sexton. 

Then followed a silent toast to fallen comrades by W. McCrombie 

Gilbert, and last post and reveille; and a toast to the forces, past and 

present by Ray Farquharson replied to by Col. M. L. de Rome, OBE, 

ED. 

A toast to the 6th Brigade and all comrades from outside the city 

by Col. K. Jull replied to by Harris Rogers. 

A singsong led by I. Florence with accompanist S. Harvey 

concluded the program. Ray Hill played a violin selection. 

Decorated 

Two well-known Edmonton soldiers were among those decorated 

by Right Hon. Vincent Massey, Governor-General of Canada at an 

investiture at Currie Barracks in October. Colonel J. R. (Jim) Stone 

received a second bar to the Distinguished Service Order. Major J. H. 

B. (Jack) George received the D.S.O. Col. Stone also holds the 

Military Cross and commands the Second Battalion of the 

P.P.C.L.I. Both decorations were for service in Korea. Major 

George is now on headquarters staff at Western Command, 

Edmonton. 
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Colonel Stillman Retires 

Lt. Col. “Bill” Stillman of 13408-103 Avenue, has retired from 

his position with the Board of Public Utility Commissioners with 

which he has been associated since his return to Canada in 1946. Col. 

Stillman came to Canada in 1912 and served throughout World War 

I in the 127th Battalion and the 31st Battalion. He was active in the 

Canadian Militia and the Reserve Army. In March 1939, he was 

appointed Commanding Officer of the Edmonton Regiment which he 

commanded throughout its mobilization and part of its service in 

England. 

During his service with the Provincial Government he has held 

responsible positions in the Treasury Department including those of 

Manager of Loans, Registrar of Sinking Funds, Statistician, and 

Assistant to the Deputy Provincial Treasurer. 

While Commanding Officer of the Edmonton Regiment he was 

responsible for its obtaining the right to add the word, “Loyal,” to its 

title. 

Colonel and Mrs. Stillman expect to continue living in Edmonton 

for a time. 

Women’s Royal Army Corps 

Women soldiers have again been enlisted in the U.K. Three 

officers and 54 enlisted members of the Women’s Royal Army Corps 

have been flown to Gibraltar to form part of anti-aircraft battery. They 

will serve as fire controllers, telephonists, plotters, operators, drivers 

and clerks. 

Contribution to The Association 

At the Annual General Meeting in November, J. W. H. Williams 

offered to the Association his set of Forty-Niner magazines, one of 

the few complete sets in existence. His kind offer was gratefully 

accepted. Neville Jones offered to have them bound in volumes, and 

the Executive is taking steps to have them placed in a library for safe-

keeping and reference. 

Forty-Niners on The Air 

Coach Filchock of the Eskimos Rugby Team of 1952 recently 

interviewed on the air some members of the team of the same name, 

who carried out the invasion of the effete East in 1921 and 1922 in 

search of the Grey Cup. Among them were Miles Palmer and Red 

McColl, both of whom paid deserved tribute to the late Deacon White 

who was the coach at that time. 
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EDMONTON HONORS WAR DEAD ON REMEMBRANCE DAY 

 

Impressive Remembrance Day Ceremony 

The above shows Hon. J. J. Bowlen, Lieutenant- Governor taking 

the salute at 102 Street and Jasper Avenue, as the parade moves east 

after the ceremony at the Cenotaph. Behind him are left to right, Wing 

Commander J. Dinning, Hon. C. E. Gerhart, Minister of Municipal 

Affairs, and Mayor Hawrelak. 

Ideal weather contributed to Edmonton’s tribute to the dead of 

two wars, at the Cenotaph on November 11th. 

Sentries, in the uniforms of the Navy, Army, Air Force, and 

R.C.M.P. stood at the corners of the Cenotaph with arms reversed as 

the participating units marched on parade under the command of Lt. 

Col. Alan McDonald. The march on parade was led by parties of the 

Canadian Legion, Corps Association and other veterans’ 

organizations, followed by units of the services, both active and 

reserve, R.C.M.P., overseas nursing sisters, Red Chevron Club and 

others. 

 

The service of remembrance at the Cenotaph consisted of the 

Lament on the pipes, an invocation and Last Post. Then an artillery 

salute was followed by the ever-impressive two minutes of silence 

and Reveille. A representative of each organization then stepped 

forward and laid a wreath. 

Each unit then marched west, north on 103 Street and east on 

Jasper Avenue in a March Past, paying compliments to Lieutenant-

Governor J. J. Bowlen who took the salute at 102 Street. 

Brass bands of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment and the R.C.A.F., 

and Canadian Legion and Edmonton Boys’ Pipe Bands played the 

parade past the reviewing stand. 

After the March Past the parade continued to McDougall United 

Church where a memorial service was held. 

Seldom has the sun shone so brightly, or the weather been so mild, 

encouraging such a turn-out of Edmonton’s citizens to pay the 

respects of City and Province to the memory of those who gave their 

lives in the nation’s defence. 
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WHERE IS MY WANDERING BOY? 

S/L J. E. D. Tayler, R.A.F., 

recently spent a leave with his parents 

Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Tayler at the 

Annamoe Apartments, Edmonton. 

Either it’s a small world or 49’ers 

get around. Johnnie Tayler was in the 

Reserve Unit from 1935-1938, before 

joining the R.A.F. In hospital in 

Singapore a medical orderly told him 

about E. Jorgennson (Gorgie) running 

a taxi business in Leatherhead, Surrey. 

Later Johnnie was at Headley Court 

and met “Gorgie,” a Dane, formerly 

farming- near Vermilion, then with the 1st Battalion in Italy, later 

discharged, married to an English girl, and now established in the taxi 

business. “Gorgie” would like to hear from his old friends in the 

Regiment. 

Major T. H. Joyce has been re-elected Mayor of Edmonton, 

England. He has sent best wishes to members of the First Battalion 

whom he met during World War II including Brig. E. B. Wilson, Col. 

W. G. Stillman and Major David Petrie. 

Rev. E. J. Bailey, Pastor of First Baptist Church, has been elected 

President of the Baptist Union of Western Canada. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Williams were visiting during July to Mr. 

Williams’ sister, Mrs. A. E. Boutillier of Halifax, formerly of 

Edmonton. 

Mr. Stan Melton of the First Battalion has been named to the 

Executive of the Edmonton Real Estate Board. 

Mrs. Leonard Dawes, prominent in musical circles, was 

presented with a gift of Crown Derby prior to her departure for 

Victoria. 

Colin Drummond of Vancouver visited Edmonton in June and 

called on many of his old “B” Company pals. 

Fred Marshall who received his training in “D” Company and 

became R.S.M. of the 49th visited Edmonton during the summer. He 

obtained addresses of many old friends in Vancouver whom he was 

going to call upon his way to Los Angeles where he is living. 

Don Watson, fuel and oil dealer of Pincher Creek, who was an 

Observation Officer with the 3rd Field Regiment, R.C.A., writes that 

he greatly appreciates the Magazine; he was put on the mailing list 

by some friend years ago. He encloses two dollars to help defray 

expenses. 

 
Del Dreger M15631 
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Henry (Harry) Madlow, now a youthful 71, writes from Brownvale, 

Alberta. He sees Tom Gilchrist now and then. Thanks for the letter, and 

the two dollars. 

W. Read, 34 Chapel Road, Fishergate, Sussex, writes that he looks 

forward to reading about the lads of the good old Regiment (the Loyal 

Edmonton). His daughter married Dave Dougan. He says that everybody 

speaks appreciatively of the help given by the Loyal Edmonton Regiment 

during air raids before they went to the Continent. 

An excellent letter has been received from Charles L. (Tiny) Wall, 

2219 Russell Street, Berkeley 5, California. He is Secretary of the Last 

Post Fund, Western States Command, Canadian Legion, and with others, 

is doing everything possible for Commonwealth veterans and 

servicemen. Here is an extract from his letter: “Memorial Day with its 

decorated Speakers’ Stand; Stars and Stripes and Union Jack flying side 

by side; the flower- strewn graves; the flat bronze markers with Regi-

ments from all over the Empire; and some grateful widow who grasps 

you by the hand to tell you how glad she is that her Jack rests among his 

comrades. And you think, “aw shucks, I’ll stay with it another year” - and 

so it goes. 

Alan M. Purvis, now of Calgary, who was paymaster of the 1st 

Battalion, went overseas in 1939 and later to Italy with H.Q. 5th 

Armoured Division, reports seeing Morris (Butch) Findley recently as 

well as Alan McDonald, Len Dawes and Percy Darlington. His daughter, 

Helen, is married and living in Calgary and his son, Don, is in the 

R.C.A.F. 

Bert Hidson, our hard-working Secretary, has resigned his position 

with the Department of Veterans’ Affairs in which he had served since 

his discharge, and was chief pension clerk. He is now with the firm of 

Campbell and Haliburton, Real Estate. Bert is also First Vice-President 

of the Montgomery Branch, Canadian Legion. 

Allan W. Hauger, who spent four and one-half years in the service 

during War II is farming at Valhalla Centre. He served in Italy until he 

was wounded at Rimini and was returned to England and Canada. He is 

married and has a wee daughter. Everything going well and he 

appreciates the assistance given by D.V.A. and V.L.A. 

J. E. McCrea, of the Loyals, is at the Noble Hotel in Calgary and has 

kindly supplied several of the items of these columns regarding the boys 

who have wandered to that City. 

 

A. B. Rankin, one of the “originals” of the 49th is farming near 

Vermilion. After his discharge in 1918 he spent some years working with 

the Soldiers’ Settlement Board, then started farming on his own. A 

daughter is employed at Headquarters Western Command. He encloses a 

payment of dues. 

M16983, Ernie Lindseth is now living in Calgary. 

Robert W. Bell writes from South Cooking Lake. He mentions 

Archie Ferguson as a neighbor. Others who have lived in the district are 

Sid Cunningham, Charlie Brooks, Sid Southron, Percy Keen, Charlie 

McFadden, Tom Hillpot and Frank Keen. Mr. Bell was in “A” Company, 

took some time out in hospital because of unpleasantness on the part of 

the Germans, then to a forestry company where he met Sidney Parsons 

and later to the battle again. 

Stan Melton, M.M., is active in real estate circles in Edmonton. His 

firm is the well-known Melton Real Estate Ltd. 

Nate Alexander, M.I.D., is operating a dress shop in the Birks 

Building, Edmonton. 

W. F. English of Montreal, Vice-President of Operations, T.C.A., 

visited Edmonton recently with a party of officials of the corporation. 
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Earl Hay reports himself in good health but is confined quite closely 

to his home. 

J. H. Tremblay has returned from Paris where he was Agricultural 

Trade Commissioner at the Canadian Embassy and has commenced his 

duties here as Senior Technical Officer for the Dominion Department of 

Agriculture. Mr. Tremblay was a District Agriculturist in Northern 

Alberta and was elected a member of the Legislature representing 

Grouard. He served with the Canadian Army throughout War II and at 

the end of hostilities joined the Dominion Agricultural Service. 

Harold E. Tanner who has been an alderman of the City of Edmonton 

for several years was one of those to be elected member of the Alberta 

Legislature in the Provincial election of August 6, 1952. 

Harold ran as a Liberal candidate in the City of Edmonton 

constituency. He and Harper Prowse will comprise the Liberal opposition 

when the house assembles. 

Albert E. Barber, who served with the 49th retired this summer after 

37 years as a projectionist in Edmonton theatres. He is a brother of 

William Barber, Chief Theatre Inspector for the Provincial Government, 

until his recent retirement. Albert is living in Edmonton but intends to 

move soon to Vancouver Island. 

James R. Lowery has made the news by being called to the Bar of 

Alberta and becoming a member of the Law Society of Alberta. He 

graduated from the University of Alberta in 1913 but postponed writing 

the examinations until 1923. In the meantime, he had served throughout 

War I and retired with the rank of Major. He has been closely associated 

with the oil business and was a Conservative member of the Alberta 

Legislature from 1913 to 1921. He has recently resigned his position as 

President of Home Oil and states that his seeking membership in the Law 

Society at the age of 68 is only in order to “finish one of the jobs he had 

started.” 

 

Mr. Walker L. Taylor has recently been appointed Assistant General 

Manager of Imperial Oil Company’s Exploration and Producing 

Operations throughout Canada. Walker was born in Edmonton and 

attended the University of Alberta and the McGill University. In War I 

he served with the 19th Alberta Dragoons, 49th Battalion, being men-

tioned in dispatches and in the R.C.A.F. He spent five years in Peru for 

the Imperial Oil Company, and later was in charge of operations in Turner 

Valley, Norman Wells and producing operations in Western Canada. 

Joseph G. Fairholm of “D” Company was another visitor in the city 

and attended the Annual Meeting. He is now farming at Macleod Valley. 

His brother, Percy, was in the Loyal Edmonton Regiment and is farming 

at Tofield. 

Stan Thieme is a brother-in-law of Harry Griesbach. He is an 

executive member of the Legion and Chairman of the Poppy Fund. He 

did an outstanding job of organizing the poppy campaign and sales. Stan 

is a member of The White Rock Lawn Bowling Club and enjoys a 

beautiful garden. 
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Mr. and Mrs. C. B. Irvine (Cy) of Calgary have just returned 

from a flying trip -to England. 

Ron Guthrie is a Customs Officer posted at Douglas-Blane Gate 

and has had a very busy season and has not had time to visit around 

very much. He saw Comrade Jacobus this summer passing through. 

He is married and has a boy and girl. 

Walter Hunter writes from White Rock, B.C., that the 49ers near 

him are in pretty good shape in spite of aches and pains of old age 

and disabilities. Walter himself is President of the Canadian Legion 

for the third consecutive term. Was visited by Mr. and Mrs. Jim 

Sandilands, Marshall Browse and Ted Ockenden. Sees Jack Bowling 

and many others. 

Walter supplies several items and writes feelingly about how he 

misses his friends of the 49th and the Reserve Battalion in Edmonton. 

Alvin Tulloch, Headquarters Company in War II, who 

volunteered again for Korea and is now with the 3rd Regiment 

R.C.R., was a recent visitor to Edmonton, on leave. 

Fred Jackson spent considerable time in Shaughnessy not long 

ago but appears to be enjoying good health at present. 

Bill Tipton is still going strong. He lives on Victoria Avenue, 

Vancouver, where his home faces the sea. 

Ring Reid has a nice home on King George Highway near the 

Border. He is a fine housekeeper. Everything spick and span. 

Harry Griesbach was seriously ill last summer with heart 

trouble. His doctor ordered complete rest, so he slowed down a little. 

He is coming along fine now. 

Digby Harris, Sergeant in Transport, is now in Chilliwack, B.C. 

Pte. Len Fossen, A Coy. Loyals, farms at Killam, Alberta under 

V.L.A. 

Charlie Mathieson, “Transport,” now at Jasper was a recent 

visitor to Edmonton. One Belgian correspondent sends him kind 

regards from two old friends, or perhaps it was one old friend with 

four legs! 

George (Scottie) Douglas, farrier with Transport, is practicing 

the same profession at one of the packing plants in Edmonton. 

Col. and Mrs. Harris are living at Cypress Creek, West 

Vancouver. Col. Bill Stillman called on them in September, and 

reports: 

Col. Harris has lost nothing of his deft touch where trees and 

flowers are concerned. His garden will bear testimony to this fact. But 

then, of course, many of us remember the working parties under his 

supervision, planting and tending the trees and shrubs at Camp 

Harris. 

Col. Harris is looking forward to a visit here before long, if not 

for the Banquet, then for our Annual Parade and Picnic in July. 

Sgt. A. F. Schaffler, Loyal Edmonton Regiment, Signal Sgt., 

living at Killam, Alberta, owns and operates Red and White store. 

Married, three children. Would like news of Ken Rogers of the Loyals 

Signal Platoon. 

Capt. G. L. MacLachlan was Q.M. with the Loyals and then went 

to Corps H.Q., in business with son at Killam, Alberta (General 

Store). 
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Mike Eastly, Loyal Regiment band member, is postmaster at 

Sedgewick, is married and has three children. 

Pte. H. Ferrier, Loyals C. Coy. farms under the V.L.A., at 

Sedgewick, Alberta. Married and three children. 

Sid James, A Coy. Loyals, is postmaster at Killam, Alberta. Sid is 

married and has three children. 

Herbert Bergmann, the energetic business manager of the Forty-

Niner, “D” Coy., wounded at Kemmel, posted to Pay and Record Office 

as pay sergeant. Farmed at Legal for several years, then on advertising 

staff of Edmonton Journal from 1924 to retirement in 1950. Does 

absolutely nothing now, except: Advertising Manager, Legion News; 

Secretary-Treasurer, Optimist Club; Public Relations Officer, Legion of 

Frontiersmen; Business Manager, the Forty-Niner; Bowls with 

Edmonton Lawn Bowling Club; member of Edmonton Chess Club; has 

four children, all married, and nine grandchildren. 

When soliciting the advertising which makes this magazine possible, 

Herbert must emphasize, not only the high quality of this publication, but 

its wide circulation and its value as a medium of information to a large 

number of readers about a large number of people. 

Help him, and the whole magazine team by sending lots of items 

about yourself, your family, and others and their children, grandchildren 

and great accomplishments - Box 643, Edmonton. 

John K. Stone, who enlisted as a reinforcement in the Edmonton 

Regiment is now a captain in the Loyal North Lancs. He was sent to 

O.T.C., then on loan to the British Army where he served with the Ox 

and Bucks and the 6th Airborne Division in Europe and Palestine. His 

dad, a trooper in the 19th Dragoons, later with the 49th in France and 

Belgium and again in War II as Lieutenant and Captain, is now living at 

10154-103 Street. 

Ml5774, Wm. H. Parry writes from 28 Redlands Rise, The Chart, 

Simpsfield, Surrey. He is married and settled there. Also in Oxted are 

Cpl. Alex Burrows (“C” Coy) and Cpl. Trick O’Neill (“A” Coy). They 

often meet and talk over the days when the Battalion lived there. They 

and the people of Oxted want all the news they can get about the rest of 

the boys. 

“Auld Dave” Irons is in Calgary working with Standard Gravel. His 

sons Bill and young Dave are nearby also his daughter Mrs. D. C. Steele. 

A daughter, Mrs. Eddie Huxley, lives in Three Hills and another Mrs. 

Roy Larson, in Nanton. Auld Dave has a grandson. PO. William Steel, 

with seven years’ service in R.C.N., two years of it in Korea. 

Jimmy Walsh, Sally Ann man and H.Q. Coy., of the Loyals, works 

at Creamery at Sedgewick, Alberta. Jimmy is married. 

Major H. D. P. (Pat) Tighe, we hear, is about to be posted to the 

H.Q. Western having completed his Staff Course at Kingston following 

service in Korea with the Second Battalion P.P.C.L.I., during which time 

he was for some while acting in command of the Battalion in the absence 

of Lt. Col. J. “Big Jim” R. Stone, D.S.O., M.C. 

“Pat” is an Edmonton-born soldier 'who served with the Loyals 

“Eddies” both prior to and during World War II. He is a son of the late 

R. D. Tighe, eminent barrister and lawyer in Edmonton. 

Major Tighe is the proud father of four children, including twins. 

The Association welcomes “Pat” and his wife and family back to his 

hometown. 
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NEW ARMORY OPENED AT VERMILION 

 
“A” Company, Loyal Edmonton Regiment now has a new home at the New Armory Building which was recently opened in Vermilion. Col. J. S. Ross of Western 

Command Headquarters officiated at the formal opening. Others present from Edmonton included Lt.-Col. A. MacDonald, Lt.-Col. W. G. Stillman and Lt.- Col. P. L. 

Dabney of Edmonton. The building contains a spacious drill hall as well as a 25-yard rifle range. At the opening ceremony members of “A” Company conducted the 

public through the various rooms, showing equipment and souvenirs captured by the Regiment during World War II. 
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NOTES ON THE RESERVE REGIMENT 
The reserve battalion of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment attended 

summer camp in July under Lieut. Col. Alan Macdonald, O.B.E. The 

unit strength was small but it included quite a number of the old 

faithfuls. 

The unit is making real progress in training, but parade strength 

is still below what should be expected. Difficulty is experienced in 

trying to interest young men in infantry training. The rural companies 

seem to keep large numbers on parade. A new platoon has been 

formed at Dawson Creek, B.C., under Lieut. G. Thompson and it is 

hoped to train it as a carrier platoon. 

In October, a new armoury was officially opened in Vermilion by 

Col. J. Ross of Western Command. The opening was attended by 

Lieut. Col. Macdonald, Col. Debney, Lieut. Col. Stillman and Major 

Rowlatt. It is an ideal building for a unit of company size and it is 

expected to be set as the standard for all future armouries. The 

Vermilion company is under command of Capt. Bernie Ackerman 

who, together with the assistance of the Citizens’ Committee, has 

done a wonderful job of reorganizing the unit. 

The regiment was the only reserve army unit to parade on 

Armistice Day. Lieut. Col. Macdonald being parade Marshall, the 

unit was commanded by the 2nd in command, Major H. G. Field. 

Capt. E. L. Boyd and Capt. R. Lilley (both now majors) have run 

a school of infantry for the past year and did an outstanding job. The 

training program is changed now in order to co-ordinate their work 

and bring the unit to a standard where it can successfully participate 

in the brigade to be held this spring. 

The unit held its annual turkey shoot and smoker on Dec. 11th 

which was a bang-up affair. The C.O. presented R.S.M. Muckleston 

with his Royal Warrant. 

Capt. Cameron and Lieut. Rogers together with most of the men 

of “E” Coy., Loyal Edmonton Regiment have returned from 

Germany. They have been replaced by “F” Company which went 

overseas to relieve them. 

It will be of interest to all to know that our Regimental cadets have 

made great strides this year. They participated in our last two training 

exercises and interest is so high that their parading strength has more 

than tripled in the past few months. 

BONNIE DUNDEE 
To the Lords of Convention ’twas Claverhouse spoke; 

Ere the King’s crown wo dow’ there are crowns to be broke, 

Then each cavalier who loves honor and me, let him follow the 

bonnets of Bonnie Dundee. 

Refrain: 

Come fill up my cup, come fill up my can, Come saddle my 

horses, and call out my men; Unhook the west port, and let us gae 

free, For it’s up wi’ the bonnets of Bonnie Dundee. 

Dundee he is mounted, he rides up the street, The Bells they ring 

backward, the drums they are beat, 

But the provost (douce man) said “Just e’en let it be, 

For the toun is well rid o’ that de’il Dundee.” 

There are hills beyond Pentland and lands beyond Forth, 

Be there lords in the south, there are chiefs in the north; 

There are brave Duinnewassels three thousand times three, 

Will cry, “Hey for the bonnets o’ Bonnie Dundee.” 

Then awa’ to the hills, to the lea, to the rocks, Ere I own a usurper 

I’ll crouch with the fox; And tremble, false whigs, in the midst o’ 

your glee, 

Ye hae no seen the last o’ my bonnets and me. 
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In ever living memory of the officers, non-commissioned officers 

and men of the 49th Battalion, The Loyal Edmonton Regiment, who 

were killed in action, or died of wounds received in Belgium and 

France during 1914 to 1918, also those in the Mediterranean area 

and Europe areas 1939- 1945; and to those who have since passed on, 

mainly due to the ravages of war service, 

“These men were victorious in death.” 

James Thor Peterson 

Comrades of Jimmy Peterson, No. 432845, will regret to learn that he 

passed away in Shaughnessy Hospital, June 26th, from the effects of a 

heart condition, at the age of seventy-five years. 

Funeral services were held June 30th from the Mount Pleasant 

Funeral Chape], with Rev. G. Turpin in charge, with interment in the 

Field of Honour, Mountain View Cemetery. 

The following acted as Pallbearers: J. Bowling, Fred Craig, Reg 

Deacon, Bill Hay, George Nicol, A. G. Rowland. Also attending were 

Harry Arnold, Jack Christie, Fred Howell, Doc Harris, A. M. Jones, M. 

Steele and D. R. Ware. 

Boys of the 1915 era will remember Jimmy as the “Anchor” man on 

the old Tug of War Team. Jimmy was a Charter Member of our 

Association and held the office of Sergeant-at-Arms for many years. He 

is survived by one brother, S. Peterson, of Stollings, West Virginia, 

U.S.A., to whom we extend our sympathy. 

Alfred Thomas Willis 

Funeral services for Alfred T. Willis who passed away en route to 

hospital August 26th in his seventy-third year, were held August 29th 

from the S. Bowell & Sons Funeral Home, with Rev. B. F. Ennals 

officiating, with interment in the I.O.O.F. Cemetery in Vancouver. 

Comrades P. Muirhead and A. E. Roberts assisted as Pallbearers and 

Harry Arnold and Jack Bowling also attended. 

He is survived by his wife, two sons, Leonard and Frederick H., and 

one daughter, Mrs. W. Vogan, of Cloverdale; six grandchildren and two 

brothers in England. 

We extend our sympathy to the bereaved. 

Joseph Seth Thornley 

Funeral services for Joseph S. Thornley who passed away suddenly 

at home November 15th, at the age of fifty-nine years, were held 

November 20th from the Burnaby Funeral Chapel, with Rev. A. 

Rutherford officiating. Cremation followed. Our Association was 

represented by comrade Fred Craig. 

Comrade Thornley was a member of the International Typographical 

Union No. 226 for thirty years and for the past twenty-one years had been 

a Vancouver Daily Province printer. 

He was an uncle of War Correspondent Matthew Halton of London, 

England, and Seth Halton, Publisher of the Victoria Colonist. 

He is survived by his wife, one son, Trew N., of Deep Cove, one 

daughter, Mrs. T. E. Hollett, Vancouver, a brother, jarnes of Sidney, B.C., 

two sisters, Mrs. S. Halton, Pincher Creek, Alta., Mrs. J. Cummings, 

Seattle, Washington, and six grandchildren. 

We extend our sympathy to the bereaved family. 

 

COL. HUGH DE N. WATSON 

Funeral services were held at Kaslo, B.C., for Col. Watson who died 

at his home at Mirror Lake on November 3rd, 1952, at the age of 66. 

Col. Watson had served as a boy in the Boer War. Later he joined the 

Royal Northwest Mounted Police force with which he served five years. 

He went overseas as a sergeant in the 19th Alberta Dragoons and he was 

commissioned to the 49th. After War I he lived in Edmonton and 

Vermilion where he was active in the Reserve Army. 

In War II he was appointed to command the internment camp at 

Seebe, and later became inspector of internment camps. 

In addition to being an outstanding soldier, during the three wars of 

his lifetime, Col. Watson will be remembered for his equally devoted and 

conscientious work with the Soldier Settlement Board. Many veterans, 

taking advantage of the scheme encountered difficulties but always found 

in Col. Watson a friendly, sympathetic and practical official. 

His memory will live, in the minds of many individual veterans on 

Alberta farms who, like him, had done their bit, as well as in the official 

annals of our defence efforts. 

He is survived by his wife, a daughter, Mrs. E. Stumpf in Vancouver, 

and a son, Major William de N. Watson, D.S.O., M.C., at National 

Defence Headquarters. 
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NORMAN EDGAR COOK 

The sudden death of Norman Edgar Cook on August 15th in 

Edmonton came as a very severe shock to his wide circle of 

friends, including all members of the Association. His health had 

been not of the best for the past five years, and he found it 

necessary to retire from the editorship of this magazine in January 

1948. 

Norman is survived by his wife, formerly Gwendolyn Page, 

two sons, Roderick Norman in Japan and Robert Gregory in 

Edmonton, and one daughter, Mrs. Reginald Bailey of Edmonton 

(Gwen.) 

The funeral service at Christ Church was conducted by Rev. 

Canon E. S. Ottley and attended by a large number of his 

comrades of War I, and of the Association, and of business and 

personal friends. 

Norman was born in Frederickton in 1889. After graduating as 

 

Bachelor of Science he came to the west. He designed many 

homes and other buildings and edited and published the 

Wainwright “Star.” He was nominated in 1913 as Conservative 

candidate for the Alberta Legislature, but withdrew to help his 

friend George Hudson win the seat. He was among the first to 

enlist in “Steady D” of the 49th with the Famous Fifty from 

Wainwright. 

He was a machine-gun enthusiast and demonstrated his cool 

courage to such a degree that he was awarded the Military Medal 

at Cambrai and was mentioned in dispatches. He served in all 

ranks until sent to England to train for his commission. 

After his discharge he was associated as Secretary, with his 

brothers in the Imperial Lumber Company. He always retained a 

keen and energetic interest in the ex-servicemen, was a member 

of the Canadian Legion and the Canadian Corps Association and 

made the Vimy Pilgrimage. 

On the outbreak of World War II, he served and helped to the 

very best of his ability. Having been gassed in War I he was not 

permitted to reenlist, but he was the efficient commander of the 

West End Company of the Veterans Volunteer Reserve. 

Ex-servicemen of the 49th and the First Battalion, as well as 

of other units always found in him a friend and he will be sorely 

missed. 

All of us who enjoyed his friendship will hold him in the 

highest regard for his honesty, sincerity and efficiency, and with 

these qualities, his ready wit, his fondness for the humorous 

situations, and his charm. 

He was one of those who could have inspired the lines: 

“This was the goodliest fellowship of famous knights 

Whereof this world holds record. 

Such a sleep they sleep, the men I loved. 
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Albert McHardy 

McHardy, Albert, formerly of “B” Company, died in Oakland, 

Calif., on November 24, at the age of 60. He is survived by his widow, 

a son, Ian, of Vancouver, a daughter, Mrs. Alberta Nyberg, of 

Oakland, and three grandchildren. 

Charles L. (Tiny) Wall was among those attending the funeral. 

 

 

Lieut. Robert Henry Sandilands 

Sandilands, Lieut. Robert Henry, 26, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. H. 

Sandilands was killed in Hannover, Germany, when a car in which 

he was a passenger, collided with a tractor-trailer unit. He was serving 

with the 27th Infantry Brigade. Robert was born in Edmonton and 

received his school and university education here. He is survived by 

his wife and a two-year-old son, Teddy, living in Calgary. 

After graduation from high school in 1943, Lt. Sandilands joined 

the R.C.A.F. with which he served until the end of World War II. On 

his return he completed his university course graduation as an 

electrical engineer in 1949. He then joined the Canadian Army and 

was posted to Europe with the 27th Brigade. 

A memorial service was held in Calgary at St. Michael’s and All 

Angels Church. His mother and his father, a former 49er, attended the 

service. 

Mrs. A. B. Clutterhaim 

Clutterham, Mrs. A. B. - The sympathy of all 49ers is extended to 

A. B. Clutterham and family for the death of his wife. Mr. Clutterham 

is a former 49er and served as Mayor of the town of Tofield. 

Anders Kristian Madsen 

Madsen, Anders Kristian, age 67, died in Edmonton on November 

28. He is survived by his wife, two daughters, Margaret and 

Elizabeth, and one son, Neil, of St. Louis, Mo. Two brothers and one 

sister are still living in Denmark. 

William Edgar Drader 

Drader, William Edgar passed away at Lacombe on February 3, 

1952, at the age of 67. He is survived by Mrs. Drader, four daughters, 

Mrs. Emily Botsch of Vancouver, Mrs. Dorothy Sawyer of Calgary, 

Mrs. Aileen Nordin of Rainy River, Marilyn at Lacombe with her 

mother, and two sons, Joseph William and Robert Edward, on the 

farm near there. 

Bill had served briefly in the Boer War. In War I he came from 

the 66th to the 49th and was wounded at Ypres. Later he transferred 

to Railway troops. 

Three of his brothers also served in the 49th - Eugene, Lt. who 

was killed at Courcelette, Wilbert, Lt., and Earl. 

John Joseph Corlett 

Corlett, John Joseph, 62, was found dead recently near Delia, 

Alberta. 

Theresa Janet Gordashko 

Gordashko, Theresa Janet, age 3 weeks, died on July 4, 1952, at 

Edmonton. She was the baby daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Peter 

Gordashko. 
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Mrs. Rose Harvey 

Harvey, Mrs. Rose of Ardrossan, widow of Arthur passed away on 

June 26th, 1952. 

George Duncan 

Duncan, Georgie, 36, of 8721-79 Avenue, died on October 3, 1952. 

He had suffered severe burns in an explosion at 63rd Avenue and 105th 

Street while working with the Gas Company. He is survived by his wife, 

two sons, and a daughter. His mother, four brothers and five sisters also 

survive him. 

Robert Wallwork 

Wallwork, Robert of 10608-114 Street, died on September 16, 1952. 

He is survived by his wife, one brother, and two sisters. 

John M. Watt 

Watt, John M., died recently at Victoria, B.C. He was a member of 

the Brittanica Branch of the Canadian Legion. 

George Walker 

Walker, George, who served with the 49th Battalion in War 1 and the 

R.C.A.F. in War II, died on July 23, 1952, at Wenatchee, Washington. 

He was a member of the Penticton Branch of the Canadian Legion. 

Joseph T. Desjarlais 

Desjarlais, Joseph T., of the 1st Battalion was killed at Yellowknife 

on July 17, 1950 in a disastrous barge explosion. He has a sister, Mrs. 

Sarah Allen of Fort Vermilion, to whom we extend our sympathy. 

Mrs. Robertson 

Robertson, Mrs. Members of the Association and of the Reserve 

extend their deepest sympathies to Capt. Robertson, Quartermaster, 

whose mother died on November 15, 1952. 

John Joseph Nolan 

Nolan, John Joseph, died on August 15. 1952, at Fort Miley Veterans’ 

Hospital, San Francisco, aged 76, and was buried with military honors. 

He is survived by six daughters, three of whom are married. Mr. Nolan 

was one of those who came to the 49th from the 66th Battalion. 

A. C. (Paddy) Frim 

Frim, A. C. (Paddy), died in Brandon Hospital in October 1950. He 

and Mrs. Frim had met many old 49ers on the Vimy Pilgrimage. For 

several years Paddy and a partner operated a motion picture theatre in 

Strathclair, Manitoba, where his widow is now living. 

Mrs. W. H. Jack 

Jack. Mrs. W. H., the widow of William Henry Jack, died in 

Edmonton on December 4, 1952. Mrs. Jack lived formerly at Clyde and 

is survived by one daughter, three sons, nine grandchildren and two great-

grandchildren. It was incorrectly reported in this Magazine in July 1952, 

that Mrs. Jack had passed away, and a correction and apology had been 

prepared. 

 

 
Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Bunkum 

On October 21, 1952, Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Bunkum, 11327-91 

Street, celebrated the 50th anniversary of their wedding. The family 

reunion brought together their four daughters and five grandchildren, 

as well as brothers, sisters and other relatives. 

Charley served with “A” Company of the 49th throughout War I. 

On his return to Edmonton, he re-entered employment with Imperial 

Oil, from which he has recently retired. 
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GOLDEN WEDDING 

Mr. and Mrs. William Smith of Edmonton celebrated their golden 

wedding on November 8, 1952. Mr. Smith served in the Boer War 

and in India and is remembered as having served with the 49th. He 

was the 1st Sergeant of No. 14 Platoon and was known as the “Detail 

King.” He was one of the few who were said to be able to repeat K.R. 

and O. backward as well as forward. He also coached and trained the 

Champion Battalion Tug of War teams. 

No Annual Picnic in 1952 

Hundreds of 49ers and their children were disappointed this year 

by the postponement of the Picnic because of torrential rain, followed 

by cancellation because of the dread polio epidemic. 

All arrangements had been made by the Executive to make it 

bigger and better than ever. But the kiddies, not endangered by 

exposure to either rain or polio, are still with us, bless-em-all, and the 

1953 picnic will have to be just that much better. 

 

POPS AND GRANDPOPS 
Hunt - To Dr. and Mrs. Edgar Hunt, on December 5, a daughter, 

Margaret Ann Terry. Mrs. Hunt is the former Bonnie Kinnaird, 

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. G. D. K. Kinnaird. Her husband is dentist 

to the Eskimos and with his wife has made many interesting trips by 

dogsled in the far north. 

Madsen - Born on September 11 to Ed and Aldine Madsen at 

Vancouver, a daughter, Karen Elaine.  

Ragan - Mr. and Mrs. Stan Ragan (nee Nancy Southgate) 

announce the birth of a son, John Southgate, at Medicine Hat on 

October 31, 1952. Stan is the second son of Paul Ragan of the 49th 

and brother of H. H. Ragan who served in the Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment. 

Hidson - Phyllis and Tom Hidson (First Battalion) announce the 

birth of a son, Thomas Desmond, on June 16, 1952. 

McVee - Cpl. and Mrs. R. N. McVee announce the birth of a son. 

Richard, on July 31, 1952. Cpl. McVee was a member of the First 

Battalion. He has three other children, Bonnie, Jim and Cheryl. 

Olson - Eleanor and Barney Olson announce the arrival of a boy, 

John Bernard on July 25, 1952. Barney will be remembered as a 

member of the First Battalion. 

Marchant - Les and Ann announce the birth of a daughter, Lois 

Elizabeth, on July 21, 1952. Lois’ grandfather was a member of the 

49th. 

Winkler - Mr. and Mrs. Harold Winkler announce the birth of a 

daughter on September 30, 1952. Mrs. Winkler is the former Jewel 

Muckleston. 

Aikins - George and Peggy Aikins announce the birth of a 

daughter, Wendy Gene, on September 26, 1952. Mrs. Aikins is the 

former Peggy Pilkie whose father will be remembered by 49ers. 

Figg - Mr. and Mrs. F. E. Figg announce the birth of a daughter, 

Diane Louise, on August 27, 1952. Mr. Figg’s father is a former 49er. 

Honeyman - Mr. and Mrs. John Honeyman (nee Parnham, 

announce the birth of a baby daughter, Patricia, on October 10, 1952. 

Balfour - To Dr. and Mrs. Sigurd Balfour, Lethbridge, on 

December 11, a daughter, Susan Elizabeth - a grand-daughter for Mr. 

and Mrs. H. E. Balfour. 

 

  



Jan 1953    No. 56             THE FOURTY NINER 
 

Page 27 of 45 
 

 

WEDDING BELLS 
Locke-Poole - Miss Florence Poole, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. F. W. 

Poole, was married early in September to Mr. Ralph Locke. The 

father of the bridegroom is Ted Locke, formerly of “D” Company of 

the 49th. 

Chorley-Devlin - Miss Audrey Cynthia Chorley, daughter of Mr. 

and Mrs. Jack Chorley, was married recently to Mr. James Charles 

Devlin, also of Edmonton. 

Anderson - Shopland - In August, Miss Alice Shopland, daughter of 

Mr. and Mrs. N. J. Shopland of Rochester, was married to Mr. 

Alexander Ernest Anderson, son of Mr. and Mrs. E. R. Anderson of 

Edmonton. 

Melin-Priest - Miss Hazel Dorothy Priest, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 

S. A. Priest (“A” Coy), was married in August to Mr. Axel Ferdinand 

Melin, son of Mrs. Melin and the late Mr. S. Melin of Weldon, 

Saskatchewan. 

Ramshaw-Hiron – Miss. Gloria Moreen Hiron was married to Mr. 

Edward Ramshaw in August. The bridegroom is the son of Bill 

Ramshaw of “D” Coy. 

Hargreaves-Glavice – Miss. Lillian Glavice, daughter of Mr. and 

Mrs. M. Glavice, was married to Mr. James E. Hargreaves in 

Montreal in October. Mr. Hargreaves’ father was in “B” Company of 

the 49th. 

Gray-Hitchcock - Congratulations to R. Gray of “B” Company. On 

November 1st he was married to Mrs. L. Hitchcock. 

 

MacDonnell-Heller - Miss Elizabeth Laura Heller, daughter of Mr. 

and Mrs. J. E. Heller of Beaverlodge, was married recently to Mr. 

Bruce Edgar MacDonnell of Edmonton. J. E. Heller was a member 

of the 49th. 

Wallace-Patterson - Jane Enid Patterson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 

Guy Patterson, was married recently to Mr. Don Stewart Wallace, son 

of Mr. and Mrs. I. R. Wallace of Edmonton, and are making their 

home in Edmonton. 

Waithe-Orlecki - On August 29, 1952, in the R.C.A.F. Chapel, Sea 

Island, Vancouver, Miss Ellen Orlecki, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 

George Orlecki of Two Hills, Alberta, was married to Thomas J. 

Waithe, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Waithe of Edmonton. 
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WEDDING BELLS 
Malcolmson-Livingstone - Margaret Ann Livingstone, 

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Neil Livingstone of Edmonton, was 

married in August to Patrick Alexander Malcolmson whose 

father, Dr. P. Malcolmson, was a member of the 49th. 

Madsen-Lenko - Myrtle Eva Lenko, daughter of Mrs. Eva 

Lenko, was married in July to Neil Bernard Madsen whose father 

is A. K. Madsen of the 49th. 

Biggs-Griffith – Miss. Guinivere Griffith, daughter of Mrs. R. 

J. Griffith of Edmonton, was married in August to Donald S. 

Biggs and are making their home at Brooks, Alberta. Mr. Biggs is 

the son of E. Biggs, “C” Company, 49th. 

Greenwood-Waithe - Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Waithe announce 

the engagement of their daughter Joan to Mr. Atrian Greenwood, 

son of Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Greenwood of Fort Langley, B.C. 

Tweedale-Climie - Mr. George Reid Tweedale, son of Mr. 

and Mrs. John Tweedale of Lavoy. Alberta, was married recently 

to Miss Jean Roberta Climie of Edmonton. 

 
 

 

 
F/O D. W. LAUBMAN 

Tragic Crash of Sabre Jet 

Flying Officer David W. “Bill” Laubman was killed on 

September 29th, 1952, when his Sabre Jet crashed in the Gulf of St. 

Lawrence. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. C. F. Laubman, 11649-90 

Street and brother of Squadron Leader Don Laubman, D.F.C. and 

Bar, one of Canada’s most famous wartime flyers who shot down 

fifteen enemy planes. 

David was born at Provost and attended Strathcona High School 

in Edmonton. He joined the R.C.A.F. in 1943 and was one of the 

youngest bomber pilots in the R.C.A.F. On his return to Edmonton, 

he attended the University of Alberta, being a member of the 418 

Reserve Squadron. He graduated in 1951 and re-entered the 

permanent air force. 

He is survived by his parents, one sister, Elizabeth, and his 

brothers, Squadron Leader Don Laubman, overseas, James of Devon, 

Wallace and Keith of Edmonton. 

Readers, please note that almost all our advertisers are former 

members of the 49th or the Loyal Eddies or have such members in 

important positions. All should assist the Magazine and their 

comrades by patronizing them. 
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JOHN PAYCE 

John Payee of “A” Company of the 49th attended the Annual 

Meeting of the Association for the first time in many years. He is 

now employed as carpenter at No. 11 Supply Depot, R.C.A.F., 

Calgary, and lives at Hubalta. He has three sons and one daughter. 
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Good Old Band 

It is interesting to recall that the Loyal Edmonton Regiment’s 

Military Band established its record during War I and has a continuous 

record of service from that time to the present. Members of the Regiment 

during the first war days will recall Bandmaster Daly and many other 

members of the Band as they played marches from rest billets up towards 

the “line.” When the presence of enemy aircraft or careless distribution 

of hardware by the enemy demanded, the Band swung to one side and 

always played “Bonnie Dundee” as the Battalion marched on. It was 

often remarked that this was the last musical selection heard by many of 

the boys. The Band always returned to the transport lines and followed 

the Battalion forward, this time as stretcher-bearers. During those years 

of service to the Battalion and to the public on many occasions the good 

old Band has maintained its reputation for musicianship and has won 

praise many times for its performances. 

Jean Robbie, whose father was in the band, recently won the 

Atkinson Golf Trophy at the Highlands Club. 

 

New Canadian Army Plan 

Dispatches from Ottawa state that a reorganization of the Reserve 

Army is under consideration involving more intensive training for 

officers and N.C.O.’s, rather than for units which often go to camp very 

considerably below strength. It may also involve the elimination of some 

units of the Reserve Army. However, it is stated on good authority that 

the units which have made themselves famous, including the Hastings 

and P.E. Regiment; the Carleton and Yorks and the Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment will not be affected. 
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VANCOUVER BRANCH 
Vancouver enjoyed a record Tourist season this summer and we 

were delighted to contact so many friends from the Prairies. Fred and 

Mrs. Marshall made a brief stop-over en route home to California 

from Edmonton, it was good to see them again - Louis Scott and 

Neville Jones landed here for a brief visit only - Fred and Mrs. Pinnell 

came out to the Coast for their annual Sea Bathing. Martin Caine was 

another “D” Company man down from the North on a pleasure and 

business trip. Our old friend, Norman Cook, spent several weeks at 

the coast just prior to his untimely death. The Transport Section too, 

was well represented by Bob Amos and Sid Rowden who called in 

on their way South for a motor holiday. It was a glorious August day 

when we held our annual Pic-Nic in beautiful Stanley Park. The 

attendance was better than ever, several new faces, whom we have 

known of old and lost awhile, turned up. It was great to see George 

and Mrs. Crockett from Edmonton. Scottie Weir was another old-

timer we hadn’t seen for many years. A. Harvey and Charlie Keeler 

were there and received a hearty welcome as did Charlie Travers and 

wife who came over from the North Shore. Races for the children 

occupied most of the afternoon, and what a fine array of kiddies was 

present! After the evening meal, many strolled through the Park to 

visit their cousins in the Monkey House while others went over to see 

the seals and the penguins display their antics in the swimming pool. 

It will be of interest to all to learn that our immediate past-

president, Bill Soars and family are now comfortably settled in 

Pasadena and are very happy with life generally. They appreciate so 

much the sunshine of California. Bill sends cordial greetings to his 

old friends in the City. 

Congratulations are pouring into H. R. Ducommon whose wife 

has presented him with an eight-pound baby boy. Father reports that 

the little fellow already takes a keen interest in the Blue Coated 

Citizens; so much so, that an application for enrollment is already 

lodged for the 1969 class of rookies. 

Of interest to the old Sweats will be the announcement of the 

wedding of Kathryn Elizabeth Howard, only daughter of Mr. and 

Mrs. M. A. R. (Monty) Howard, to David R. P. Sharp, son of Mr. and 

Mrs. Jack Sharp, which took place at St. Mary’s Church, Kerrisdale, 

on August 29th. Our hearty congratulations and good wishes are 

extended to the happy young couple. 

Visitors to the Grosvenor Hotel in the City will miss a popular 

figure in the person of Jimmy Whitelegg, who has held up the door 

of this well-known hostelry for many years. Dear old Anno Domini 
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has at last caught up with Jimmy, so he has retired to his attractive 

new home across Burrard Inlet, there to enjoy with his good wife, the 

eventide of life as they stroll down these narrowing years together. 

Our Scottish readers will be interested to hear that Wee Jock 

Smith has just returned from a flying visit to Glasgow. He enjoyed 

every minute of his holiday and managed to see more of Scotland 

than ever- before. Jock lauds the old-time hospitality and modern-day 

luxury of T.C.A. and is already dreaming of another flight in 1954. 

HOSPITAL NEWS 

It would be appreciated if our members in hospital or about to go, 

would advise Doctor L. C. Harris at 4337 Erwin, West Vancouver, or 

the Secretary at 2112 Cornwall, Vancouver, of their whereabouts, so 

that our Visiting Committee could look them up on their weekly trips 

to the Hospitals. It appears that Hospitals keep no separate index to a 

man’s Unit; their records are concerned chiefly with a man’s name. 

Under these circumstances, therefore, it is well-nigh impossible to 

know if any Forty-Niners are hospitalized. Often it is more by chance 

than design that we discover ailing Forty-Niners, merely by walking 

through the wards; and this takes a lot of time off that, one- hour 

allowed for visiting. 

The following comrades, D. A. Keebler, A. G. Rowland, J. 

Stockie, L. S. Walker, have been off duty for some weeks for a 

general overhaul - mostly “body repairs.” However, we are glad to 

report that they have now left hospital and returned home, all polished 

up and practically as good as new again - well . . . almost! 

We regret to report the passing of comrades J. S. Thornley, J. T. 

Peterson and A. T. Willis. Further details will be found in this issue 

under the caption “Last Post.” 

And that’s thirty for now, friends. 

G. E. HOWE, president. 

 
LT. COL. PATRICK S. COOPER 

Lt. Col. Patrick S. Cooper, formerly of the 1st Battalion, Edmonton 

Regiment, has been appointed Military Assistant to the Chief of the 

General Staff at Ottawa. 
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CAMPOBASSO 

By LOUIS HUNTER 

Canada Town, Italy, Oct. 18 - (CP) - You won’t find Canada Town 

under that name in any Gazetteer but it is a name that will be recorded in 

the story of Canadian participation in the Italian campaign and one that 

will be on the lips of many an old soldier after the war. 

Canada Town is Campobasso, a pleasant Italian mountain city 

captured by the Canadians. It has been literally taken over, to the extent 

of a new name, re-naming of streets, the opening of theatres and a general 

conversion into a rest centre for soldiers. 

Auxiliary services have opened an “Aldershot Officers’ Club” for 

commissioned men and the equivalent of the “Beaver Club” for other 

ranks. Two movie houses, the Savoy and the Capitol, are doing a thriving 

business. 

 

Life revolves around a big square in the heart of the city, which has 

“Piccadilly Circus” painted in bold black letters at each corner. Piccadilly 

is as much a Canadian name to the troops today as Portage Avenue, 

Queen Street, Main Street, Hastings Street and St. Catherine Street, 

names some of the thoroughfares have been given. 

The Officers’ club is in a well-furnished four-story building on tree 

ringed Piccadilly Circus. Managed by Capt. Doug Burke, Swift Current, 

Sask., it, has a comfortable reading room stocked with Canadian papers 

and magazines, a banquet hall, a bar, a billiard room and innumerable 

card rooms. 

The Beaver Club, situated in a red, two-story building, is a 

serviceman’s dream. It has a theatre which is packed twice daily, a 

reading room, writing room and a canteen bedecked with flags from a 

dozen Canadian cities. 

The most popular feature of all is the hostel set up on the top floor by 

Maj. R. O. Wilkes, Winnipeg, padre of the Royal Canadian Regiment. 

One hundred men can be accommodated overnight, enjoy a shower, sleep 

between sheets, see the movies, get a haircut and generally enjoy a rest 

from the fighting. 

FOOTNOTE: This ends the series of Frontline Dispatches by CP War 

Correspondents and published during the last war in two booklets, 

entitled, “Red Patch in Sicily” and “Maple Leaf in Italy.” 

We are indebted to the Canadian Press for permission to run these, 

which were of interest to our members, in our “Forty-Niner.” 
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CANADIAN GRAVES IN SICILY 
The following letter from Mrs. Pratley, widow of the late 

Raymond Pratley, and mother of Jack who was killed in Sicily has 

been received by Major Percy Darlington. It is published in the hope 

that it will be of interest to others similarly bereaved. Dear Major 

Darlington: 

I thought you might be interested to know that on June 18th last I 

visited the Canadian Military Cemetery at Ajua, in Sicily, where 

some thirty odd men of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment are buried. 1 

took the plane from Rome to Catania, on the East Coast of Sicily and 

then drove some 45 miles by taxi to the Cemetery. I was fortunate 

enough to obtain the services of a young Sicilian (who had worked 

for the British Government) as interpreter to come with me and I was 

so glad I did as the road that branches off the main road to the 

Cemetery was under construction and we had to climb quite a steep 

hill with the temperature at a mere 120° I was told by the British 

Graves Commission man that there are only about 350 graves here. I 

was overwhelmed with the feeling of peace and solemnity. The 

graves are divided into four different plots with a big cross in the 

middle and dominating all is Mount Etna in the background. I paused 

for a while before each Edmonton Regiment grave, especially Major 

Bury’s (whose death was reported at the same time as my Jack’s) and 

Pat O’Coffey’s (whose family I have known for a great number of 

years), and I thought of the mothers and wives of the men lying there 

who were not as fortunate as I who was able personally to visit the 

grave of my dear one, and so I tried to do the next best thing: to 

remember them in my prayers and to take a snap of each grave. I do 

not know yet how they will turn out as the inscriptions are not in black 

but carved out of the stone, consequently they might not. show up at 

all. However, as soon as I get to Paris, I will have one roll developed 

and if these do come out all right, will have the remaining two done. 

I also took a snap of the Cross in the middle. I felt very loathe to leave 

the spot, but the heat was intense, and I could not leave the driver and 

interpreter waiting too long. 

On looking through the Visitor’s Book, which I signed, I noticed 

such a few Canadians had been able to visit the spot and I think I was 

the first one from Alberta. When I come back to Canada, if any of the 

relatives of the men lying there would like any information regarding 

the Cemetery, I will only be too pleased to tell them what I can if they 

or you get in touch with me. 

I was fortunate enough while in Rome to attend an audience with 

the Holy Father. There were only some 150 of us present. He walked 

into the room and mingled with the crowd. We each kissed his ring 

and he spoke a few words to each of us and then handed us a medal 

as a souvenir. It was a great thrill. Before he left us he stood in our 

midst while a photographer took a picture. This month 1 have had 

two of my greatest wishes fulfilled. I have seen the Pope and visited 

my boy’s grave. I feel now I have a great deal to be thankful for. 

With kindest regards. 

Sincerely, 

Dorothy Pratley. 

 

Decoration Day in Edmonton on September 7, 1 952, was 

observed by an impressive ceremony and religious service at the 

Cross of Sacrifice in the Edmonton Cemetry. George Gleave, 

President of the Provincial Command of the Canadian Legion, spoke 

and congratulated the various branches for the work they had done in 

preparation for the event. 
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Miss. Rene Hobbins, daughter of the well-known adjutant of 
World War I, has been re-elected “Retail Director at Large” of the 
Allied Florists and Growers of Canada. 
 
 

 

Legion Day at High Prairie 

Armistice Day was celebrated at High Prairie by a 

ceremony at the Flagpole followed by a memorial 

service in the Legion Hall and an Armistice Dance in 

the evening. Arrangements were made for a turkey 

shoot; Harry Yanyshyn was one of those in charge. 

Our correspondent did not forward information 

regarding the handicap imposed on John L. Herman, 

who is now Secretary-Treasurer of the High Prairie 

School Division. 

Battle of Britain Commemorated 

Services were held at the Cenotaph in Edmonton, 

Sunday, September 21, in memory of the airmen who 

lost their lives in the Battle of Britain in September, 

1940. Five hundred officers and men of the R.C.A.F., 

comprising detachments of the regular and reserve 

forces took part in the service while a special flight of 

Mitchell bombers passed overhead in salute. 

 

 

Silver Cross Women Given Charter 

The Silver Cross Women’s Association has formed 

a chapter in Edmonton with Mrs. E. R. Fraser as Presi-

dent. Mr. Justice E. B. Wilson recently presented a 

charter to the members. 

This organization is made up of women who were 

awarded the Silver Cross in recognition of the loss of 

their husbands in overseas service. 

 

 

OUR THANKS TO THE JOURNAL 

The many pictures appearing in this issue indicates the 

generosity of the Edmonton Journal in their cooperation by 

loaning cuts for publication. We are grateful to the Journal 

for the help they give the magazine committee. We also thank 

all those who assisted in the publication of our magazine. 

Do not forget the Advertisers when making your purchase 

as the “sinews of war” are 

mainly received through 

their patronage. 
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The following letter was received from Brigadier Jefferson and is 

self-explanatory: 

618 Gilmour St., Ottawa, Dec. 16/52  

Dear Bert,  

Your invitation to write a guest editorial for the Forty-Niner awaited 

my return from New York today. 

Due to my prolonged absence from the city, attending a very large 

and important Civil Defence exercise involving New York City, mail was 

not forwarded to me. As a result, your deadline has passed. 

My work takes me out of Ottawa a great deal. I was pleased to be 

here during Bill Crombs recent visit. It was good to hear of Edmonton and 

obtain news of some Forty-Niners. 

It was a great shock to learn of George Duncan’s tragic death. I 

appreciate very much indeed your sending flowers on my behalf. 

Please accept best wishes for the Christmas Season. Also please 

convey my best wishes for the New Year to those at your next meeting. 

Sincerely, Jeff. 

 

 
 

LT. COL. FRED K. REESOR 
 

Lt. Col. Fred K. Reesor who has been a D.A.A.G. at Ottawa 
has been appointed to the staff of the Canadian Army staff 
college at Kingston. He served overseas with the Loyal 
Edmonton Regiment. His mother and sister live in Edmonton. 
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THE FORTY-TWA’S 

The following is the text of a talk, broadcast over C.B.C. some 

time ago, on the subject of the 42nd Battalion, our “chum battalion” 

of the 7th Brigade: 

What regiment inherits from parent sources more heroic traditions 

than the 1st Battalion Black Watch, now training in Toronto for 

Overseas Service? As these keen-eyed boys of today march out to the 

sound of skirling pipes, well may they be proud of the dark blue and 

green of a famous tartan, a tartan drenched with the blood of heroes 

for more than 200 years. 

For theirs is the heritage of one of the oldest and bravest of British 

regiments and one of the most gallant Canadian battalions in the last 

War, the 42nd Black Watch of Montreal. And how intimately linked 

is this unit not alone with the 42nd but with its sister regiments, the 

13th and 73rd, all four tracing their origin to the 5th Royal High-

landers. Associated too are members of the 1st Battalion with fighting 

names of these older units, with such names as Blackader, Cantlie 

and Molson and many others, linked too for generations with boy-

hood and manhood recollections of Montreal, of kilt-clad files 

marching gaily to martial airs through streets haunted with thronging 

memories, dreaming of a day when they may don the tartan of the 

Black Watch. 

So, on August 24, 1914. we see the big doors of the Bleury St. 

Armouries close behind the departing 13th amidst the cheers of 

thousands and immediately thereafter recruiting for a second bat-

talion which is to be the 42nd. Built on a solid foundation of carefully 

selected officers and men. it has too, from its inception an ideal 

Commanding Officer in gallant Colonel George Cantlie, beloved 

throughout his service by the entire battalion. In fact, the 42nd is 

particularly fortunate in its four overseas commanders, Colonel 

Bartlett McLennan, stainless knight at arms, giving his all for a great 

cause; Stanley Norsworthy, resourceful and courageous in all 

emergencies; Royal Ewing, fearless and skillful participant in every 

major engagement, who was four times decorated for bravery. 

Then, too, there is Captain J. K. Beveridge, first and only 

Quartermaster, a tower of strength in and out of the line and those 

staunch friends of every rank from O.C. down. Regimental Sergeant 

Majors MacFarlane and Page. 

Old originals will also recall names of other officers, some of 

whom made the supreme sacrifice, such names as Gordon Blackader, 

Chubby Stephens, Blair Wilson, Allan Routledge, Paul Richardson 

and of Herbert Molson, Hugh Walkem, Stanley Coristine, Wilfrid 

Bovey, Kenneth Strachan, Hugh. Sam and Arthur Mathewson, Teddy 

Evans, Eric Finley, Jack McNaughton, Jock Stewart, Sam Bosworth, 
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Henry Birks, Lennox Black, Hartland MacDougall, Bertie and 

Gavin Ogilvie, Raymond Pease, Padre Bruce Taylor, as well as 

gallant fellows as Andrew Fleming, Ralph Willock, Lorne 

Montgomery, Walter and Hobart Molson, Burn, Tinling and Hugh 

Scott. 

In April 1915, comes word of the magnificent stand of the 

Canadians in the awful gas attack at Ypres, of the gallant share taken 

by the 13th and then the long casualty lists with their poignant 

message of the price of War. More than ever inspired to bear their 

share officers and men of the 42nd press vigorously on with their 

training. Follows the whisper through the ranks of impending 

departure, and that last parade before the Duke of Connaught on 

historic Champ de Mars. 

Then that glorious June 10th morning when the 42nd marches out 

at the early hour of 4:30 as the first pale rays of sunlight begin to gild 

the great towers of Notre Dame, wildly cheering crowds packing the 

sidewalks all the way from Bleury St. to the distant dock. At last, the 

transport Hesperian, a sea of faces, a Niagara of noise, screaming 

factory whistles, blaring ships’ sirens, mothers, wives, sweethearts 

with misted eyes but bravely smiling through their tears, waving to 

their ship of hope and dreams as it slowly fades into the distance. 

Over the rolling waves to the magic-haunted port of Plymouth, 

redolent with great memories of Raleigh. Drake and Nelson, on to 

Shomcliffe, to St. Martin’s, three months’ more intensive training, a 

stealthy crossing, the dock of Boulogne, where at length the goal is 

reached, France. France, that land of which they dreamed with all the 

gay eagerness of gallant youth. 

And now, before glancing at the record of the 42nd in the line, 

tribute is in order to Colonel C. B. Topp for his excellent history of 

the battalion. With long and continuous service, three times wounded, 

and three times decorated for gallantry, no one is better qualified to 

tell that story. 

And what a story it is! Right from those stirring days at Mount 

Sorrell amidst yawning shell holes, entangling wire, roaring guns, 

struggling, falling, advancing men; on to the stern defence of Sanctu-

ary Wood, the Regiment holding on under a bombardment of 

indescribable fury; the bitterly contested action at the Somme; that 

rushing advance across the Craters to the very crest of Vimy Ridge; 

the unforgettable charge with the bayonet against a Hun howitzer 

battery at Amiens; the capture in knee-high mud of Graf House at 

Passchendaele; the brilliant encounter at Parvillers and the last great 

show of all on the very morning of the Armistice - the memorable 

capture of Mons at dawn, patrols of the 42nd making their way 

through almost deserted streets, soon to be filled with joyously 

cheering French citizens, released at long last from years of bitter 

bondage. 

Think, too, of individual deeds of courage. Of that Scandinavian 

born Canadian, Private Tom Dineson, winning his Victoria Cross, 

leading a section from “D” ‘Company far within the enemy lines, 

wielding bayonet and clubbed rifle, like a man possessed, Huns 

fleeing in terror before him, five times rushing forward alone and 

single-handed putting as many machine guns out of action. 
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Of Col. Herbert Molson carrying on with a fractured skull through 

the grim days at Sanctuary Wood; of Medical Sergeant Owston shot 

down while caring for the wounded; of such gallant fighting men as 

Chubby Stephens, Hugh Hoyles, Corporals Legallais and Hewes and 

Myer Cohen, courageous little Jewish officer, ranked amongst the 

bravest of the brave; of popular Sergeant Major Kennedy crossing the 

great divide in the mud of Passchendaele; of Private Beake, fusing 

mills bombs with ten comrades in a dugout, the entrance partially 

blocked, one of the fuses igniting, no exit to hurl it out, certain 

destruction facing all, Beake without hesitation falling full length on 

the bomb, the inevitable explosion and his instant death. Greater love 

hath no man than he lay down his life for his friends. 

Then there is Pipe Major and Pipers Don and Jock MacDonald 

and others keeping up the traditions of the Highlands with their 

bravely blowing pipes; Capt. Shum, paragon of snipers, and who can 

forget Transport Sergeant Hunter, facing all dangers to bring in the 

rations; gallant Sergeant Toby Jones winning his decoration and 

commission as a daring scout; Capt. Jack Haydon in his heroic and 

amazing exploit of capturing no less than 60 Germans with the aid of 

two runners, and that prince of Padres Major George Kilpatrick, 

oblivious of self in and out of the line in his devoted attention to all 

ranks. Such was the spirit of a great battalion, not claiming the right 

to wear the red hackle, badge of honour of the Black Watch, but 

wearing it only- after two years in action and then like the 13th, upon 

special request of the parent regiment. 

But all is not noise and battle. There are incidents over which 

linger the echo’s of laughter - the bottle race at Bourecq, the whole 

battalion, all the villagers betting on bottles floating down a mill 

stream, the air rent with bilingual shouts. 
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Then again, those mariners of an inundated front at Avion, 

undertaking to swim across the water by night and bring back a 

German prisoner on a raft, the expedition abandoned when one of the 

party takes a cramp, the only casualty being a bottle of rum which 

rolls off the raft; the Colonel’s discovery of what he thinks is a 

dangerous trench mortar bomb which turns out to be an empty latrine 

bucket. With these gay recollections mingle the strains of Arthur 

Graffety’s guitar and the first verse of his marching epic - “We are 

the Royal Highlanders, 

We come from Montreal  

And some of us from Westmount  

And some from Cote St. Paul.” 

One could not close this brief broadcast of a great regiment, 

splendidly officered as it was, without paying tribute to the man on 

whose fortitude and courage victory mainly rested. I mean the 

Private in the rear rank - he whom Kipling called “Nobody.” Out of 

a now distant past his figure rises, cumbered with muddy gear, clad 

in sodden khaki, his precious rifle wrapped in rags, no brightness 

anywhere except in the light of his unflinching eyes; his face seamed 

with lines that might have been bitter but were not; the sweat running 

from under a steel helmet - “Nobody,” he whose broken body 

literally filled the trenches across which our impatient guns drove in 

swift pursuit of the enemy. Never can we forget him nor the glory of 

the Tradition he built for us and no victory of the future shall outshine 

the splendor of his achievements, no tomb in Westminster Abbey 

surpass his nameless and violated grave. Surely it is something which 

must uplift the hearts of the Canadian people to know that his 

younger brothers, the men of today, will not be less worthy of the 

nation’s gratitude and admiration.  
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Britain “Greatest Land Power in West Europe” 

This report on the British Army in Europe comes from the 

Military Editor of the Manchester Guardian: “Tell most Englishmen 

that their country has become the greatest land power in Europe, and 

they will think the frost has touched you. Britain as a sea Power, yes; 

as a land Power, no. It is against the order of nature. Yet today it is 

true. It is, of course, a measure of the decline in France and 

destruction in Germany, and with the military revival of both 

countries through a common army, the position should come nearer 

to normal. But today, whether she likes it or not, Britain is the fore-

most land Power in Western Europe. 

“Consider, first her army in the field. It includes the only mobile 

striking force available to N.A.T.O. - the three armoured divisions, 

6th (the Mailed Fist), 7th (the Desert Rats) and 11th (the Triumphant 

Bulls). It is up to strength, although short of subalterns. It is 

commanded and staffed by officers with wide wartime experience. 

And it is moderately well trained in spite of frequent changes of men.  

“Or consider, secondly, the British Army’s equipment. The three 

armoured divisions are almost fully supplied with Centurion tanks. 

The French and Italians are still working with wartime Shermans 

which, sturdy as they are, were born beside the Centurion’s old 

grandfather, the Cromwell. Even the United States troops in Europe 

have lagged far behind the British in tanks. Britain alone of the 

European nations has been able to equip her forces from her own 

industry and equip them well. Sad to say, only one French division 

has French equipment. The rest depends on the American arsenal. 

“Or consider, as a third point, Britain’s supply of trained soldiers. 

She has her four divisions on the Continent, 10 divisions in reserve 

in the Territorial Army at home, and further resources in Class Z and 

elsewhere. France has five active divisions but only five more as a 

fully organized reserve, and her further resources are limited. She like 

Italy and the Low Countries, suffer from the destruction of her 

military system during the war. Britain, unlike her neighbours, has 

continuity stretching back to before the war. Since the war, Britain 

alone has called her young citizens to the colours for two years’ 

service, except for a brief break when it dropped to 18 months, and 

Britain alone has given them annual training after they leave the 

active army.” 

 

Red Newman Dies of Heart Attack 

Albert Edward Newman, known as “Red” died suddenly near 

Toronto at the age of 67. His song “Oh, it’s a Lovely War” was the 

hit of the Third Division Concert Party which toured Canada as “The 

Dumbells” after War I and was revived in 1939. 

Red’s appearance on stage always convulsed the audience before 

he could sing a word - he was the P.B.I., just out of the trenches, 

uniform torn puttees trailing, loaded with kit bags, haversacks, rifle 

and a souvenir pickel-halb, twitching as he sang, finally throwing 

aside his gear and chasing a “seam squirrel” - with cheers from the 

audience when he caught it and held it aloft in triumph. 

Red did a grand job. During War I he boosted our morale by 

helping us to laugh at our miseries of mud, slush, cooties, and plum 

and apple jam and almost made us “pity the poor civilian sitting 

beside the fire.” 
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Into Battle 

From address to the troops before the Battle of Agincourt, St. 

Crispian’s Day, A.D. 1915. 

This day is called the feast of Crispian; 

He that outlives this day, and comes safe home, Will stand a-tip-

toe when this day is named, And rouse him at the name of Crispian. 

He that shall live this day, and see old age, Will yearly on the vigil 

feast his neighbors, And say “Tomorrow is Saint Crispian”; 

Then will he strip his sleeves and show his scars, 

And say “These wounds I had on Crispian’s Day.” 

Old men forget; yet all shall be forgot. 

But he’ll remember with advantages 

What feats he did that day; then shall our names, 

Familiar in his mouth as household words, Be in their flowing 

cups freshly remembered. This story shall the good man teach his son 

And Crispin Crispian shall ne’er go by, From this day to the ending 

of the world, But we in it shall be remembered; 

We few, we happy few, we band of brothers: For he today that 

sheds his blood with me Shell be my brother; be he ne’er so vile. 

This day shall gentle his condition; 

And gentlemen in England now abed 

Shall think themselves accursed they were not here, 

And hold their manhood’s cheap whiles any speaks 

That fought with us upon Saint Crispian’s day. 

The leader was King Henry V, as quoted by Shakespeare, (whom 

we forty-niners may as well claim as one of ours, before the Russians 

do). 

A few years later, in 1916, at Courcelette, an easy walking 

distance east of Agincourt, the Seventh Brigade was addressed by 

Brigadier Sir Archibald MacDonell in the words: 

“The Brigade will attack - Trumpeter, sound. 

So, the trumpeter sounded E sharp minor, and the battle was on. 

S.A.R. Reunion, South Alberta Regiment Association 

The Annual Reunion of the South Alberta Regiment Association 

was held during June in the Connaught Armouries in Edmonton with 

about 100 former members of the Regiment present. 

B. Hauffman of Calgary was elected President. Other officers 

elected were Harry Quarton of Edmonton, First Vice-President; W. 

Neubaur of Calgary, Second Vice-President, and E. A. W. Miles of 

Calgary, Secretary-Treasurer. 

Wives of veterans were entertained at a tea in the Memorial Hall 

sponsored by the S A.R. Women’s Social Club. The meeting was 

followed by a supper and dance and the showing of regimental films. 

Maltreatment Awards 

It has been announced at Ottawa that some 2,000 survivors of 

P.O.W. maltreatment will receive one dollar for each day that they 

were held by the Japanese during War II. The payments running up 

to $1,400 to individuals are being made from the proceeds of the sale 

of enemy assets seized during the War. A commission is to be set up 

to rule also on claims resulting from excessive maltreatment at the 

hands of the Germans. 
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HONOURS AND AWARDS  

Loyal Edmonton Regiment  
(Continued from Page 2) 

Kenneth D. F. McKenzie; M.16418, Pte. Charles James Morgan; M.16216, 

Sgt. Raymond Pulkrabek; Capt. Fred K. Reesor; Capt. Harry Stanley Robinson; 
M.17359, CQMS (WOII) Maxwell Rudyk; M.16695, Pte. Wesley Hubert Smith; 

Major James Riley Stone; Lt.-Col. James Riley Stone; M.17185, Sgt. Ernest A. 

White; Colonel Ernest B. Wilson; M.31195, CSM (WOII) Colin A. L. Wismer. 

Bronze Crocs - Netherlands: 

H41386, Cpl. Ramsay A. Monaghan. 

Bronze Lion - Netherlands: 

M.105172, Pte. Daniel Dodd; M.7176, Cpl. Arthur W. Robinson. 

Silver Star Medal - United States of America: 

K.69853, Pte. George Edward Hayes; Lieut. John Lester Herman 

 

 

 
 

LIRI VALLEY - May ’44 
 

Dusty guns and tanks and lorries 

Like giant beetles in the sun 

Crawl to Bailey’s on the Rapido 
Now the Gustav Line is won. 

Hear the barking of our guns, 

See that dusty, trudging file 
Where soldiers of the Allies 

Make history, mile by mile. 

To right and left a mountain mass 
Half hides the placid summer sky; 

We wonder if those brooding heights 

Hold Huns who wait our passing by. 
Around us, limp and shell-maimed trees, 

Like gnarled and weary gnomes; 

Stand sentinel by rubble heaps 
That once were peasant homes. 

Here is a blood-red cable 

That ran to a German-held farm; 

There are shell cases, bottles and clothes  

Dropped as the German fled in alarm. 

The land beyond the barrage rim 
Shows little sign of present strife; 

But all our marching files could tell 

The price of reborn, peaceful life. 
These summer fields of dusty green 

Are reddened by the poppies hue 

Reminder of a precious red 
Now spreading where flowers grew. 

This Cassino was a symbol, 

A German stronghold of the war; 
But we tore its Nazi banners down 

in this spring of forty-four. 
And the Allied might is smashing on, 

The German doom is clear; 

We’ll tear all Nazi banners down 
When spring comes round next year. 

 - Written alter Hitler Line by Alan Macdonald 
 

First Contact with Loyal North Lancs 

An officer of the Regiment in War I claims to have made the first 

contact with the famous Imperial Regiment with which “ours’ is 

affiliated. In August 1916, the platoon was on the left of the battalion 

line; in the adjoining trench were the Loyal North Lancs. “Our” 

officer tried to find whether his neighbors had any instructions about 

covering a sap which ran forward from the Faback Graben. He and 

his neighbors could not understand a word of the others’ language so 

a Lancashireman was sent for to act as interpreter for such ex-

pressions as “on top of trench” or “dug-out at bottom”. Years later 

the two regiments became affiliated and the 49er colors incorporated 

the thin black line which is mourning for General Wolfe. 

Cherishes Memories of L. E. R. 
Mr. W. Read, 34 Chaple Road, Fishergate, Surrey, England, after 

enjoying the magazine passes it along to some of the other lads of his 

town who knew the L.E.R. boys when they were training in their 

vicinity. 

At the Annual Banquet on January 3rd, 1953, a presentation is 

being made to Norman Arnold who for several years has edited this 

magazine. Norman was forced to relinquish this duty but is still 

depended upon to watch the newspapers and extracts concerning 

members of the Association. We are all glad to know that he has 

returned to his regular work. 
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