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EDITORIAL 
For a third time in thirty-six years men are enlisting for active full-

time service wearing the badges of and carrying on the traditions of the 

49th Bn. C.E.F. and the Loyal Edmonton Regiment. 

True enough, a battalion of the Regiment is not serving as such but is 

represented by a company of the Canadian Infantry Regiment of the 27th 

Brigade for service presumably in Europe. 

Many of our World War II comrades are again serving with our old 

and tried and true associates, the P.P.C.L.I., in the fierce campaigns on 

the Korean peninsula. 

To those new comrades of ours now enlisting who will be serving in 

foreign lands, but not necessarily under conditions of actual combat with 

the enemy, we would say: “We know how difficult it is to serve on 

foreign soil during periods of ‘Cold War’ and the boredom of seeming 

futility of it when it is unrelieved by the periods of intense action in a 

‘Shooting’ war. 

“But may the honours earned by the 49th Bn. C.E.F. and the Loyal 

Edmonton Regiment in two global conflicts help you, our new comrades, 

to carry on those same traditions, no matter what the form of service that 

may be required of you and which we all know you will enhance if 

combat comes. 

“May we say to you through our magazine and individually as 

opportunity offers, that we welcome you to our association and wish you 

all God speed and the best of luck.” 

Brig. Kitching Receives Appointment 

Canada’s director-general of army personnel, Brig. George Kitching, 

has been appointed commander of the Canadian army staff college at 

Kingston, Ont., it was announced last March. This appointment follows 

in the train of a succession of promotions and appointments received 

during the course of his army career, not the least of which was his 

command of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment in the last war. 

The 40-year-old veteran created something of a record in the number 

of promotions he obtained during the Second Great War. Entering the 

Royal Canadian Regiment at the outbreak as a lieutenant, he rose steadily 

in rank and by March, 1944, was an acting major-general. 

Born in China, the son of a member of the British consular service 

(that backbone of British tradition and diplomacy), he was educated in 

England and graduated in 1930 from Sandhurst Royal Military College, 

serving for a time with the Gloucester Regiment (the famous Back-to-

Backs, who lately in Korea upheld the glorious traditions of that valiant 

County regiment) in Singapore and India. He resigned his commission in 

1937 and came to Canada, entering business in Montreal. 

It is interesting to know that Col. Jim Stone came to Canada from that 

County of Gloucester. They evidently do something to a man whether he 

is born there or associated with those yeomen “down yonder”. 

WITH THE BRITISH 29th BRIGADE, KOREA - (Reuters) - Lt.-

Gen. James Van Fleet, United States 8th Army Commander, Tuesday, 

May 8, presented a presidential citation to heroic British infantrymen 

who two weeks ago lost 500 to 600 men stemming a vast Chinese 

Communist tide. The few survivors of the two valiant units - the 1st 

Battalion Gloucester Regiment and the 170th Independen: Mortar Battery 

- lined a parade ground to receive the highest American Army group 

honor. 

“I came to pay tribute to the wonderful Commonwealth forces,” Van 

Fleet said. “I wanted to tell you most emphatically how proud and 

thankful I am for your achievement.” 

V.C.’s Again Reach Peak of Honour 

Names of five Canadian winners of the Victoria Cross in the First 

Great War will be perpetuated in Jasper National Park with the naming 

of mountain peaks, the Canadian National Railways announced last May. 

The five men, all of Alberta, are Pte. John Chipman Kerr, Pte. Cecil 

Kinross, Lieut. G. B. McKeen, Pte. George Pattison and Sgt. R. L. 

Zengel. 

The five peaks hitherto unnamed, stretch in a 12-mile line a few miles 

north-west of the village of Jasper. 

Mount Kinross, 8,985 feet, one of the most spectacular peaks in the 

park, is immediately west of Pyramid Lake. In line follow Mount Kerr, 

8,664 feet; Mount Pattison, 7,873 feet, and Mount Zengel, 9,475 feet. 

It is pleasant to see that the 49th Battalion V.C.’s are honoured by 

being next in line to each other. You will recall that Kerr won his V.C. 

on the Somme, when he and his comrades were the cause of capturing 

some 60 odd Germans after a bombing struggle. Kerr, after being 

wounded in the hand, jumped on top of the trench and caused the 

surrender of the enemy. Kinross in his exploit at Passchendeale advanced 

with his party until all were casualties and then subdued the Germans in 

a pillbox which had been causing numerous casualties and holding up the 

advance of his company. He was wounded in this battle. 

An editorial in the Edmonton Journal says, in part, “There will be 

general approval in this province, and across Canada, also, of the decision 

to name five mountain peaks in Jasper Park after Albertans who won the 

Victoria Cross in World War I. Valor could scarcely be more fittingly 

perpetuated. This practice of permanently recording the valor of 

Canadians in the geography of their native land is most commendable.” 

Mrs. Gostick, secretary of the Geographical Board, said all five 

mountains may be seen plainly by highway travellers in the park. 

Sojourns in Edmonton 

Mrs. Minerva Peterson, widow of the late Tony, was a visitor in 

Edmonton this last winter having a position as House Mother since last 

September until spring. She enjoyed reading the magazine but felt a little 

sad at the number of old boys passing on. She was wishful of visiting 

some of the men in hospital while here, but unfortunately, we hadn’t the 

names of any who were patients just at that time of writing. Mrs. Peterson 

wishes to be remembered to her husband’s friends. 
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RED PATCH IN ITALY Dispatches by Ross Munro 
The Story of the 1st Canadian Division in Action 

(We are indebted to the Canadian Press for the privilege of publishing 

this “on the spot” account of the 1st Division’s initial fighting. - Editor.) 

By Ross Munro 

FROM REGGIO TO ORTONA 

On the starlit night of Sept. 2-3 the 8th Army launched the invasion 

of the mainland of Europe, striking across Messina Straits to land two 

divisions on the toe of Italy. Both divisions were battle-tested veterans of 

the Sicilian campaign - .1st Canadian and 5th British. 

Only 16 days earlier Messina had fallen, ending the battle of Sicily. 

The Germans had moved about seven divisions south of Rome by 

September, but they were not fully deployed, and the Nazi command 

decided against making a defensive stand in the mountainous southern 

extremities. 

A division in Calabria was withdrawn to Naples and the Canadian 

and British infantry landed with ease on the broad beaches between 

Reggio and San Giovanni. Italian troops surrendered on the beaches. 

As they withdrew, the Germans carried out demolitions of bridges 

and roads every few miles. The 8th Army advance from the bridgehead 

was slow and laborious. The Canadians pressed right up the spine of 

Calabria and the British division moved along the west coast road. 

Armistice Signed 

The Italian armistice had been signed the day of the landing and it 

was announced Sept. 8 when the Canadians were deep in the mountains. 

The 5th Army landed at Salerno Bay the next morning against heavy 

opposition. 

To relieve the pressure on the Salerno bridgehead as the situation 

there became grave, the Canadians sped north to Potenza, covering 400 

miles from Reggio in two weeks, an amazing feat for a whole division 

over shattered roads. At Potenza the Canadians hit their first real German 

opposition in Italy and fought a battle group of crack German 

paratroopers before capturing the city. Other British troops landed at 

Taranto and the allied line across southern Italy took shape. 

The Canadians then pushed on to Foggia without opposition and on 

Oct. 1 went up into the hills again towards Motta where there was fierce 

fighting for that town. Heavy rain fell and mud added to the trials of the 

campaign. 

For 12 days the Canadian Division battled its way through rugged 

country from Motta to Campobasso and from there the Canadians crossed 

the Biferno river in the heaviest fighting up to then. 

In mid-November, the Canadians went into rest at Campobasso, 

renamed “Canada Town.’ Brig. Chris. Vokes was made commander of 

the Division. 

Other divisions of the 8th Army had crossed the Sangro and now were 

on the south bank of the Moro river. Suddenly and secretly the Canadians 

were switched from the central mountain area to the Adriatic coast to lead 

the Moro river attack. 

On Dec. 8, behind a gigantic artillery barrage, the Division attacked 

and the grimmest fighting it had seen in the Mediterranean theatre 

followed. The Canadians drove the German 90th Light Division out of 

the line then tackled the 1st Parachute Division, one of the best in the 

German army. 

Over the rolling fields, blasted by thousands of rounds of shellfire, 

the Canadians fought through the vineyards and the orchards of the Moro 

valley, battled their way up the coast and the main inland road to Ortona 

itself. 

Ortona Captured 

For eight days they fought from house to house through the shattered 

streets of Ortona against Germans who resisted to the death. Finally, 

Ortona was captured on Dec. 28. It is the 1st Division’s most shining 

battle honor. But the Division’s losses were heavier there than any time 

since the landing in Sicily July 10. Official figures show casualties from 

Sept. 3 to Jan. 8, covering the Moro and Ortona battle, totaled 3,869 - 879 

killed, 2,841 wounded, 149 missing - compared with 3,453 for the whole 

period from July 10 to Nov. 23. 

In November, a large Canadian contingent reached Italy from Britain 

and an all-Canadian corps, under command of Lt.-Gen. H. D. G. Crerar, 

was formed as part of the 8th Army. In late January it moved into the 

Adriatic-coast line as a Corps where its activity was limited to patrols 

until Spring. 

With the 5th Army north of Naples, Canadian special service troops 

fought in the mountains and later in the Nettuno bridgehead with a 

composite Canadian and American force. 

MAINLAND INVADED 

The 700-mile advance of the 1st Division from Regio to Ortona was 

covered for the Canadian daily newspapers through their co-operative 

association, The Canadian Press, and five CP War correspondents shared 

in the coverage. 

The terrific battle of the Moro river and Ortona was described day-

to-day from the shell-torn frontline by Douglas Amaron and William 

Stewart. Stewart landed with the troops at Reggio and went the whole 

way up Italy with them, covering every major engagement. Amaron went 

to Italy with the November contingent and entered the line on the Moro. 

Louis Hunter moved from Allied Force H.Q. in Algiers to join the 

Division at Potenza and worked with Stewart on the fighting advance to 

Campobasso, with a trip to Termoli on the Adriatic where he covered the 

Canadian tanks in the battle which saved the bridgehead there. 

The landing at Reggio was covered by Ross Munro and he went with 

the troops as far as Potenza. Foster Barclay was with the Division in 

January and February and he also covered the special service troops with 

the 5th Army. 

In addition, Maurice Desjardins, writing for nine French-language 

newspapers, went with the Division through most of the campaign to 

Ortona. 

From the mass of dispatches that these writers filed in four months 

with the Canadians in Italy, the articles here reprinted briefly tell the story 

of the campaign from Reggio to Ortona. 

The maps, giving operational details never before published, are 

drawn by Stewart, an amateur artist who sketched as he made his way 

through the Apennines to Ortona. 
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The first story out of Italy- - a brief dispatch reproduced on this page 

- was Munro’s second world beat within two months. He had scored 

previously on the invasion of Sicily July 10. His Italy beat was written 

near the main beach of Regio shortly after the landing and sent back to 

Sicily on a landing craft plying the Messina Straits. Dispatch riders 

picked it up on the Sicily shore and rushed it to Catania where it was 

flown to Syracuse and cabled to Canada via Algiers, London and New 

York. 

First Story 

By Ross Munro, Canadian Press War Correspondent. 

With the Canadians in Italy, Sept. 3 (CP Cable) 

Canadians crossed Messina Straits and swept in on the Italian beaches 

just before dawn this morning to establish a bridgehead at Reggio with 

practically no opposition. 

Supported by a devastating artillery barrage from 400 guns massed 

on the Sicilian coast as well as a bombardment by warships, the 

Canadians made the assault here with even more ease than the Pachino 

landing in Sicily. 

I have been ashore now for more than two hours after landing with 

the assault force and so far, haven’t seen a single Canadian casualty. 

There were only a few shots fired during the landing although there 

appeared to be slight artillery fire from shore guns during the crossing. 

Order of Battle 

1st Canadian Corps. 

Lt.-Gen. H. D. G. Crerar, C.B., D.S.O. 

1st Canadian Division 

Maj-Gen. Christopher Vokes, D.S.O. 

1st Brigade; Brig. Harold Graham, D.S.O. 

Royal Canadian Regiment 

Hastings & Prince Edward Regt. (Picton, Ont.) 48th Highlanders of 

Canada (Toronto) 

2nd Brigade: Brig. B. M. Hoffmeister, D.S.O. Princess Patricia’s 

Canadian Light Infantry Seaforth Highlanders of Canada (Vancouver) 

Loyal Edmonton Regiment (Edmonton) 

3rd Brigade: 

Royal 22nd Regiment 

Carleton and York Regiment (St. Stephen, N.B.) West Nova Scotia 

Regiment (Bridgewater, N.S.) Royal Canadian Artillery: 

Field Regiment 

Anti-tank Regiment 

Anti-aircraft Regiment 

Royal Canadian Engineers: 

Three field companies 

Field park company (Toronto) 

Royal Canadian Army Medical Corps: 

Three field ambulances 

Casualty clearing stations. 

Support Battalion: 

Saskatoon Light Infantry Reconnaissance Battalion. 

Princess Louise Dragoon Guards 

Also: R.C.A.S.C., R.C.O.C., R.C.C.S., Provost, Postal, Chaplain 

Services. 

ALL OBJECTIVES TAKEN 

This next story of the Canadian landing was written during the 

morning and early afternoon of the first day in Italy. It gives the details 

of the landing. Some of it went back to Sicily by landing craft and part of 

it was flown by a Spitfire pilot who came down out of gas on Reggio 

airfield shortly after its capture. 

By Ross Munro 

Canadian Press War Correspondent. 

With the Canadians in Italy, Sept. 3 - (CP Cable) Landing on a sandy, 

half-circle beach just north of Reggio, the Canadians handily won and 

exploited their bridgehead on the toe of Italy as they joined in the invasion 

of Europe with another division of the 8th Army, striking across Messina 

Straits under darkness in the most spectacular combined operation of the 

war. 

They set out in flights from the Sicilian beaches between two and 

three o’clock this morning and hit Italy shortly after 5 a.m. behind an 

enormous barrage fired by 400 guns on the Sicilian shore that smashed 

into the target area for two hours steady. 

Opposition on the beaches and inland so far has been practically 

negligible. Scattered batches of Italian coastal defence troops 

immediately surrendered or fled. 

Like Peacetime Ferry 

I came over with the assault force and landed like most of them as if 

I was stepping off a peacetime ferry. We didn’t even get our feet wet. The 

landing in every way was much easier than at Pachino in Sicily for there 

was no machine gun fire at all. 

The only suggestion of opposition on the Canadian sector during the 

crossing was faint flickers of gunfire from a few coastal guns when we 

were in mid-stream. 

I am writing this in what probably was an Italian machine gun post - 

a cave in the face of the cliff overlooking the whole beach area. It was 

never used. There isn’t even a gun in it despite the command it has over 

the beach. 

Landing craft, transport carrying vessels and “Ducks” are coming and 

going from the beach with little interference. An hour ago, enemy guns 

on the mountains behind us fired a dozen rounds that merely splashed in 

the sea. The Allies own Messina Straits this morning and masses of ship-

ping are moving up and down. 

No Real Opposition 

The Canadians are somewhat dismayed at the rather unexpected lack 

of real opposition, but they haven’t lost any time gaining all the objectives 

of the initial phase of the operation. 

Within an hour after the landing the Canadians occupied Reggio, the 

principal city on the Italian toe. 

It was merely a matter of walking through nearly deserted streets and 

picking up a few Italian soldiers only too willing to surrender. Some of 

them didn’t have arms. They are even less imposing soldiers than coastal 

troops who surrendered in masses in southeast Sicily. They are ill-kempt, 

servile and craving cigarettes. 

The bridgehead was rapidly widened by troops who landed first - the 

3rd Canadian Infantry Brigade, consisting of the Carleton and York 

Regiment, the West Nova Scotia Regiment and the Royal 22nd 

Regiment. The airdrome south of Reggio near the coast was captured 

early. 

Mountainous nature of this part of Italy is going to be a stiff obstacle 

for the troops. From the narrow beach the land rises steeply to high hills 

and eventually mountains 10 to 15 miles back. High hills dominate all 

Reggio and the landing area and could have been defended by determined 

troops but even the Italians in “Fort Hill,” a strongpoint behind Reggio, 

left their guns and cleared out as the Canadian troops approached. 
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Rapid progress may be difficult in this country. The sun is blistering 

hot and the troops are sweating furiously as they march inland. 

Just now a small flight of German fighter bombers nipped in and out 

over the Canadian beach letting go a couple of bombs. I could see it all 

from the cave mouth lookout. 

Our air strength is immense here, though, and such raids are not 

frequent enough to be troublesome so far. Tons of supplies and hundreds 

of vehicles are coming ashore. The system of landing which worked so 

well in Sicily is clicking along here with perfection. 

More troops are coming now on the ferry service shuttling back and 

forth from Sicily, seven miles from Reggio. 

Few Casualties 

There have been very few Canadian casualties for the landing and this 

first day on the mainland of Europe. The success of the landing and the 

exploitation inland becomes more phenomenal as the hours pass. 

Italian prisoners have been flocking in for hours now. I saw several 

hundred walking happily down the main street of Reggio with their packs 

and belongings on their backs. 

Even the people of heavily shelled Reggio seem glad to see us. They 

are coming back to their homes even now. As in Sicily they cheer our 

soldiers on the streets. 

For the past two weeks the Canadian 1st Division has been winding 

up its preparation for the Italian invasion. During the last few days they 

moved to beach areas along the coast south of Messina. 

Soldiers Light Hearted 

Yesterday everyone assembled along the coast for the kickoff. At 

H.Q. of the 3rd Brigade, we could see Reggio over the way in the evening 

twilight and as night fell over the Sicilian narrows red flares shot up from 

the Italian side lighting up the water for miles. 

Even with this new adventure ahead of them many Canadian soldiers 

were as lighthearted as if they were on a picnic party. Groups near me 

sang songs for hours from Mexicali Rose to Sweet Adeline and on to 

ribald army tunes. 

At 1 a.m. we were ordered to prepare to embark. The enemy flares 

had stopped by then. We picked up our kit, and said a few goodbyes to 

good friends, and marched down to the pebble beach. 

Our path was marked out clearly with white tapes. Even in complete 

darkness everything went right. We moved to our craft and piled into it. 

Only the sound of the landing craft motors turning over and the voices of 

British beachmasters, giving instructions in Oxford undertones over the 

broadcasting system, broke the silence. 

A flotilla of the Royal Canadian Navy carried our particular assault 

group. 

It was a perfect night for the attack, with the sea calm and the skies 

starry. There was no moon and a slight sea haze reduced coastal visibility. 

We eased off the beach at 12:30 a. m. and sailed into the dark straits. 

You felt like dozing in the stillness but at 3:30 a.m. we were jolted back 

into reality as the 8th Army barrage opened up right on the dot. The whole 

area where we were to land was pounded by the guns from the Sicily 

shore. If any enemy guns showed their positions by firing, counter-

battery experts on hand knocked them out quickly. 

The artillery spectacle was so stupendous it made you forget you were 

in the middle of Mesina narrows going to Italy which now seemed so 

close. First the guns, around Mesina flamed and flashed. Then the 

medium regiments supporting the Canadians farther south let loose. 

Six searchlights reached stiffly into the sky, providing guides for 

naval navigation. All the time we expected enemy bombers to come over 

with flares and attack but there wasn’t a single raid on landing craft 

during the night. 

Maritimers Land 

At 5:15 a.m. the Carleton and Yorks touched down on the beach on 

the northern outskirts of Reggio. They rapidly gained all shoreline 

objectives and moved swiftly into Reggio. The West Nova Scotia 

Regiment landed shortly afterwards on the left of the Carleton and Yorks 

and there was no beach opposition there either. 

Two big fires were burning in Reggio’s northern suburbs. Canadian 

troops were swarming all over the broad, beach and beginning to move 

inland in the half-light of the dawn. With Brig. M. H. S. Penhale, 

commanding the 3rd Brigade, I cruised along the coast through mist and 

smoke from the bombardment and the fires to look at Reggio from the 

sea. The town looked as if it had been captured all right. 

A German 88 mm. battery a good distance away ranged on our group 

of landing craft but the shooting wasn’t particularly good. Black puffs of 

the enemy shell-burst showed overhead, but nobody was hit by shrapnel. 

The British and Canadian barrage from Sicily was still going full blast 

and lifting inland as the Canadians gained ground. 

The Messina Straits from shore to shore were palled now in gray 

smoke. The air reeked with the pungent odor of gunpowder from the 

thousands of rounds of high explosive shells which had been fired. 

Our flotilla went into the beach and we just walked off the ramp to 

the beach. The first soldier I spoke to ashore was an impeccably turned-

out British provost corporal who was directing beach traffic as if he was 

in Algiers or Surrey. 

The troops by now were all over Reggio and I followed them about 

the practically empty city. 

A carabiniere policeman came long on a bike and said, ‘The Germans 

have gone away,” pointing in four directions, including the sea. There 

were some old people there in the morning and they welcomed the 

Canadians, but it wasn’t until afternoon that the city started to come back 

to life. 

Reggio had been bombarded from the sea and air and was scarred 

almost as badly as some smashed Sicilian towns. The shops which were 

not damaged by the war had been looted by civilians who went on the 

rampage when civil order broke down prior to the invasion. 

Barrage Ends 

By daylight the 8th Army barrage ceased its heavy concentrations. 

The beachhead has been gained and the advance inland goes on rapidly. 

The Royal 22nd Regiment, the 3rd Brigade reserve battalion, came 

ashore to join in the push into the mountains. 

The 1st and 2nd Infantry Brigades landed during the first day, away 

ahead of schedule. The original plan, which anticipated some resistance, 

called for the other brigades to land much later. The Ontario Tank 

Regiment of the 1st Canadian Armored Brigade is ashore with the 5th 

British infantry division between Reggio and San Giovani, across from 

Messina. 
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VANCOUVER BRANCH 

 
Salutations to our many readers across Canada and beyond, from their 

Friends in this great Port of Vancouver, on the shores of British 

Columbia. Since we last addressed a paragraph to you, 1950 has slipped 

from under our feet and here we are sailing along on the crest of a new 

half century . . . Tempus Fugit! 

Thanks to the good offices and co-operation of the “Faithful Few” 

our little Association continues to function and grow in numbers in an 

effort to keep alive that priceless comradeship of “Other Times, Other 

Places.” The winter here was mild and balmy until the beginning of 

March, when the thermometer readings hit the lowest point for years and 

the whole Province was visited by snowstorms of blizzard proportions, 

which played havoc with communication lines and transportation gen-

erally. Actually, twenty-seven inches of snow fell in the city in one week! 

However, like all emergencies, this one came to an end and was soon 

forgotten with the advent of the first crocus and the smiling daffodil. 

Banquet and Socials Enjoyed 

The Red-Letter Day - or night - in our social calendar was, as usual, 

the annual Banquet, which was held on the evening of January 6th, in the 

Olympic Restaurant under the able chairmanship of President Bill Soars, 

who addressed the gathering briefly in a humorous vein, and extended a 

hearty welcome to all on behalf of the Association. Over sixty veterans 

of two World Wars attended to greet old friends, recall stories and enjoy 

again the good fellowship of those hectic years spent together. A typical 

Christmas Dinner - including the holly - was served, together with free 

samples of the products of the brewing interests of British Columbia. 

Amongst the crowd, when good fellows get together, we noticed Hec 

Stevenson, W. C. Skinner, H. R. Ducommon, Harry Arnold, A. Aldridge, 

D. A. Keebler, R. W. Brebner, A. W. Garrison, Ed Howe, Pip Muirhead, 

Alec Goold, J. Stockie, J. McMillan, James Tuningley, C. W. A. Dawes, 

J. Brunton, Otto Peters, R. Borton, Fred Howell, Ed Hopkins, Frank 

Shopland, A. M. Jones, Hugh McCrostie, Alf Willis, Les Blackhall, A. 

L. Bertrand, Percy Knowles, Louie Donovan, Don Gurr, Neil Webb, 

Kostis Fotis, E. Mullen, Jimmy Whitelegg, Jack Christie. Oh yes, there 

was Jim Daly down from Abbotsford and Ring Reid in from White Rock. 

Doc Harris was another welcome visitor - his first appearance since 

coming to this fair city. John Georgelin came over from Victoria to meet 

his old pals as did friend Bert Jennings who made a special trip from 

Duncan; and of course, no banquet could be complete without Jimmy 

Peterson, Monty Howard, Bill Hay, Fred Craig, Jack Bowling and Jimmy 

Collin - have we forgotten anyone? Yes, another welcome guest was that 

good friend of the Old Soldier - genial Bill Ward of ‘CKWX Doghouse’ 

fame, whose nightly broadcasts are so much looked forward to and 

enjoyed by listeners throughout the entire province. This Association 

owes a great debt of gratitude which can neither be expressed nor repaid 

to comrade Ward for his generous and timely broadcasts on our behalf, 

from time to time. Letters and telegrams expressing regret at being unable 

to be present were received from General J. A. Clark, Major Lyall Fraser, 

W. D. McMillan, A. Harvey, Bob Bohemier, Frank Bowling, Sam 

Hately, Harry Magee, L. K. Walker, J. MacNaughton, William Wilson, 

K. G. Houghton, E. H. Wynn-MacKenzie, Bert Drader, all of whom we 

would have enjoyed seeing with us. Professional entertainers were 

dispensed with - we made our own amusement - and the evening was 

thoroughly enjoyed in meeting old buddies, renewing friendships and 

singing again those battle songs which once resounded along the winding 

lanes of Old England. 

It was a real pleasure to hear Doc Harris tell of the early days of the 

old Battalion - reviewing the scenes and events of thirty odd years ago 

right through to the present. They were worth recalling those days of 

1915-1918, and is it any wonder, that the men who had some share in 

them, look back on them somewhat nostalgically? They were days of 

high hopes and high adventure and of courage. They were days too, of 

hardship and tragedy, but as the Troops look back, it is the colour, the 

adventure, the sense of comradeship that stand out - a merciful screen has 

been drawn across the tragedy. During the winter months, through the 

untiring efforts of our energetic President and the good work of comrade 

Cecil Paul, we have held several most enjoyable Social evenings at which 

movies, etc. have been shown; these have been well patronized and have 

proven most successful in getting out the Lads and Lassies and thereby 

becoming better acquainted with one another. 

Comrade Paul has been of great assistance in rounding up talent - both 

musical and otherwise - for these gatherings and in acting as a very 

efficient and capable M.C. Recently he brought along several of his 

colleagues - The Blue-Coated citizens of Vancouver - whose 

performances simply “Brought down the House”, thereby proving once 

again, that Policemen, like Parsons, are really jolly good fellows - Nulli 

Secundus! 

Through the kind hospitality of President Gertrude Bamford and her 

hard working Ladies Auxiliary, light refreshments have been served 

which has helped in rounding out a pleasant evening. 

INDIVIDUAL ACTIVITIES 

It will be of interest to Old Timers to know that Fred Craig - that 

indefatiguable worker for the returned men - was recently re-elected 

Secretary of Branch No. 179, of the Canadian Legion, that thriving new 

branch on Commercial Drive, which built a club house last year and 

already has found it necessary to enlarge the accommodation. And there 

is something of interest to the “Eddies”, believe it or not, our friend 

“Hands in Pocket” Les Blackhall is now a daddy - yes, his wife presented 

him with a beautiful bouncing Baby Girl a few weeks ago. Both Mother 

and Baby are doing well - Les is gradually regaining his equilibrium! 

Hearty congratulations “Smokey” and many happy returns! And that 

reminds us, Louie Donavan’s “Million Dollar Baby” was the Christening 

Principal recently at a ceremony at the Canadian Memorial Church when 

she received the names of Isobel Caroline. The Rev. James G. Gorwell 

officiated at the service when the lovely little girl wore an exquisite 

Christening Robe - a family heirloom - which had formerly been worn by 

her Mother and also her Grandmother at their respective christenings. 

Congratulations are in order for “The Dean” - Jimmy Whitelegg - who 

recently celebrated his seventy-fifth birthday - and still going strong! 

Yes, Jimmy has been richly endowed with a youthful spirit, a robust 

constitution and a full measure of Le Joie de Vie. We wish both Jimmy 

and his good wife all the pleasures that come with old age and may good 

health and happiness continue to light their evening path. 
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We hear that L. Tosczak has quit the seafaring life and returned to the 

great open spaces of Alberta - quite a change too! Alex Moir and his 

“Better half” have been obliged - through indifferent health - to move 

from Prospect Lake on Vancouver Island, for Vancouver where they will 

in future make their home. Haven’t seen many visitors at the Coast this 

past winter, but we did manage to enjoy an evening with our friend Billy 

Revill and Mrs. Revill, who were passing through the city enroute to 

California; and brother, did we do some reminiscing! 

NEWS FROM THE HOSPITALS 

Our hospital report shows that G. H. Chesterton, J. C. McConnell, F. 

Temple, Peter Linteris, Alf Willis have been spending part of the winter 

in Shaughnessy but have now returned home to their Ain folk. At this 

date, Harry Hrabec, F. Denson, Hugh Currie, Alex Moir, W. W. 

Morrison, J. Snay are in dry dock undergoing repairs and a complete 

check-up. We wish them all a first-class job and a speedy recovery to 

permanent good health and activity again ready for the summer Pic-Nic. 

We visited E. H. Wynn-MacKenzie in “Hycroft” Veteran’s Home 

recently and found him well and enjoying the nice spring weather. At our 

annual Meeting, the following “Good men and True”, were elected to 

guild the destinies of our Association for another year: Honorary 

President, Col. L. C. Harris; President, W. M. R. Soars; 1st Vice-

President, Ed Howe; 2nd Vice-President, K. A. Kyle; Secretary 

Treasurer, A. G. Rowland; Sergeant at Arms, J. T. Peterson; Auditor, M. 

A. R. Howard; Executive Officers: Les. Blackhall, Fred Craig, Pip 

Muirhead, J. Brunton, T. A. Gibson, J. M. Todd. 

ANNUAL PIC-NIC TO BE HELD JULY 29 

A cordial invitation is extended to our friends from across the Rockies 

who may be visiting the Coast this summer, also to those living 

throughout the province and in the city, to attend our annual Pic-Nic to 

be held Sunday, July 29th, in beautiful Stanley Park, at second beach. 

This annual event has become a rendezvous for all Forty-Niners and it’s 

surprising how many turn up at these gatherings. So, come along and 

enjoy the fellowship. 

For further details kindly telephone either the President or the 

Secretary. 

We record with deep regret, the passing of comrades A. A. Jennings, 

Harry Magee and W. C. Skinner, since last report. Further particulars will 

be found in this issue under the caption “Last Post”. 

Time is now fast running out - so this will have to be “Thirty” for 

now, Comrades. 

W. M. R. Soars - President  

A. G. Rowland - • Secretary 

LADIES’ AUXILIARY, VANCOUVER 

Well, Dear 49’ers 

Here we are once again, to greet you with news of the West Coast. I 

think we have had a very profitable year. 

Our new officers were elected at our May meeting. Mrs. G. Bamford 

was elected president, Miss E. Bingley, 1st Vice-President; Mrs. Goode, 

2nd Vice-President; Mrs. M. Chesterton, Secretary and Press; Mrs. L. 

Callin, Treasurer and sewing; Miss Manda Nelson, Social, assisted by 

Mrs. McIlveen; Our birthday party was held on May 4th, 1950, at a 

theatre as a party, seeing “Nancy Goes to Rio” and then to Purdy’s for 

tea. A very enjoyable time was had. 
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The garden party was held at the home of Mrs. E. A. Reeves, 2770 

E. King Edward, and a lovely time was enjoyed by all. 

A picnic was held at Locarno Beach on July 20, 1950. Lunch was 

at 12 noon. 

Our bazaar was held at the home of Mrs. L. Collin, 4459 James 

Street on Dec. 6th, our Christmas party was also held there on Dec. 

28th, with happy greetings extended to all. 

The ladies have been invited to several social evenings by the 

men’s branch, the B.C. Electric showing films which were enjoyed 

by all. 

Mrs. E. A. Reeves “Keeps Smiling” under difficulties and great 

suffering, her eyes are still very bad. 

A farewell party was held at the home of Mrs. W. Morris, 2477 

21 Ave. E, for Mrs. R. Lamb, who was one of our most ardent 

workers, until about two years ago. Mr. and Mrs. Lamb have gone to 

live on the Island. We are going to miss Mrs. Lamb. 

By the way, some of the 49’ers will know our President better as 

the widow of the late Mr. Jack Arnold, she is Mrs. Bamford now. 

The best of everything to all 49’ers. 

Mrs. M. Chesterton - Secretary Mrs. G. Bamford - President 
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WHITE ROCK NEWS 
Well Norm, I don’t have much news for you at this time, I did 

however, have the pleasure of a visit from three C Coy. Bombers one 

Sunday afternoon in February. Some of the old guard from Ypres, 

namely, “Irish” Watson, Fred Snell and Bill Wallace. We had a fine 

visit, and as Bill Wallace had been to the Macdonald Hotel Banquet 

in January, you may be sure we asked about everyone we could think 

of. It sure was pleasant to talk about the old “Gang”. 

We also had another pleasant surprise, a visit from Ted Ockendon, 

in March. Ted’s time was short, but we did have time for tea., He had 

his brother and sister-in-law with him. Most of our chat centred 

around 89th Ave., on the south side. As the Ockenden’s and Hunter’s 

lived in that neighborhood for years, so we knew all the neighbors. 

We have another old 49’er to add to our list in White Rock. Bill 

Robertson, original B Coy. Served Bn. Hdq. as a groom. He is now 

retired and is in fairly good health and looks very well. 

We also have a Loyal Edmonton Regiment member residing here. 

He is a member of our Vancouver Branch, and is also a member of 

the Legion. He is, or was, C.S.M. Ron Gutherie, and he is now Ron 

Gutherie, Customs Officer, at the Canadian Border Gate from Blaine, 

Washington. So, any of the boys rolling through the gate should ask 

for “Ron” He will give, them a good going over. I have not seen him 

lately, at this time of year the Customs and Immigration are busy, 

right around the clock, but we did have a pleasant winter at the Legion 

square dances. 

Cannot say much more at this time Norm, except we are busy on 

Civil Defence and the usual Legion activities. I am President this year 

and it is quite a fair-sized job. We now have approximately 300 

members and run weekly dances, besides bridge and whist on 

Mondays, and cribbage every Wednesday. Then there is the club 

rooms, beer parlor, coffee bar and the usual welfare and office 

routine. We have a fine secretary-treasurer, thank goodness. 

Will close now with very best wishes to all 49’ers and Loyals 

hoping you have a fine pleasant day and a large turnout for your 

church parade and picnic. 

Kindest regards to you all from 

Walter Hunter   
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LOYAL EDMONTONS LEAVE FOR TRAINING IN QUEBEC 

 

 
In a scene reminiscent of war years 1939-45, friends and families of 

Canadian active force soldiers lined the platform of Edmonton’s C.N.R. 

station Tuesday as “E” Company of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment left 

for Valcartier, Que. 

The first active force unit to leave Edmonton since the war end, the 

company will join the 1st Canadian Infantry Regiment, part of Canada’s 

27th Infantry Brigade, for advanced training in the Quebec camp. 

One hundred and seven men with three officers formed the company 

strength which moved out of Edmonton in the special seven-car troop 

train. 

Commanding the move was Capt. B. G. Cameron of Edmonton, with 

Capt. G. M. Andrews as train conducting officer. 

 
First active force unit to leave Edmonton since the end of the last war, 

“E” Company of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment, entrained Tuesday for 

Valcartier, Que., to take additional training. They are seen here on the station 

platform as Maj.-Gen. Chris Vokes, general officer commanding Western 

Army Command, bids them farewell. Below Sgt. G. A Smart says goodbye to 

Mrs. Smart and his two daughters Patricia and Janice. 

 
The company has been training at R.C.A.F. Station Edmonton for 

the past two months under Maj. T. L. C. Pierce Goulding of 

Edmonton. Nev Maj. Pierce Goulding will raise and train “F” Com-

pany of the regiment to serve as reinforcements. 

Maj.-Gen. Chris Vokes, G.O.C. of Western Arm- Command bade 

the troops Godspeed and good luck as they boarded the train. 

“You are representing one of the finest regiments in the Canadian 

Army, it is up to you: live up to the achievement of the regiment in 

two past wars,’ he told the troops. 

With units from across Canada, the Loyal Edmonton Company 

will form the Canadian Brigade which is slated for European service 

under Gen. Eisenhower. 
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WEDDING BELLS 
Hoar - Callander 

Mr. and Mrs. R. M. Callander of Edmonton wish to announce the 

marriage of their daughter, Kathleen, to Mr. Norman Norval Hoar, son of 

Mr. and Mrs. N. C. Hoar, also of Edmonton. Wedding took place on 

Saturday, Dec. 2nd, at 7:00 o’clock in Metropolitan Church. Rev. R. 

Vipond officiated. 

Barnett - O’Doherty 

The wedding took place on January 13, at St. Anthony’s Pro-

Cathedral, Edmonton, of Miss Sheila O’Doherty, the daughter of Mr. and 

Mrs. G. P. O’Doherty of Edmonton and Mr. William Barnett, son of Mr. 

and Mrs. T. H. Barnett of Blue Ridge. They are making their home in 

Calgary. 

Sato - Devaney 

Mrs. Mary Devaney wishes to announce the marriage of Mary 

Jacqueline Devaney to Dr. Roy Saito, son of Mr. and Mrs. T. Saito, all of 

Edmonton. The marriage took place at St. Joseph’s Cathedral Chapel, 

December 28. 

Madore - Dolinsky 

St. Joseph’s Cathedral was the setting for an early morning wedding 

May 9, when Miss Irene Diane Dolinsky became the bride of Mr. Jacques 

Lucien Madore. The bride is the daughter of Mrs. P. Sadoway of 

Whitford. The groom is the son of Mrs. J. C. Burger of Edmonton. Mr. 

Zennin Sadoway gave the bride in marriage. Rev. Emile Tessier of 

Morinville performed the double-ring ceremony. For her wedding the 

bride wore a tunic dress of white satin trimmed with lace. Miss Lorraine 

Tessier was maid-of-honor and Miss Joyce Burger and Miss Emily 

Tyinchak were bridesmaids. Little Rosalyn 

Sadoway was flower girl. Mr. Jerry Burger was best man. At the 

reception for about 75 guests the Rev. J. Malone proposed a toast to the 

bride. Following a honeymoon to Vancouver and the U.S. the couple 

have made their home in Edmonton. “Jack” Madore is the honorary 

treasurer of the association and saw service with the Loyal Eddies 

receiving his commission while overseas. 

Palmer - Macaskill 

Rev. Gerald Rogers officiated at an attractive wedding ceremony on 

May 5, when he united in marriage Miss Margaret Kathleen Stewart 

Macaskill and Mr. James Orville Palmer. Mr. and Mrs. Angus Macaskill 

are the parents of the bride. The groom is the son of Mr. and Mrs. H. O. 

Palmer, all of Edmonton. Given in marriage by her father, the bride wore 

a gown of white nylon styled with a fitted bodice of nylon eyelet lace. 

Mrs. W. Blondin attended the bride as matron of honor and Miss Jean 

Grahn was bridesmaid. Best man was Mr. Denton Palmer. The 

honeymoon was spent at Banff, Lake Louise and Jasper, after which they 

settled in Edmonton. 

ENGAGEMENTS 

Mr. and Mrs. H. M. Bergmann of Edmonton announce the 

engagement of their daughter, Helen Edith, to Mr. Arnold Hennig, son of 

Mrs. V. Hennig of Stony Plain and the late Mr. Hennig. The wedding will 

take place at Holy Trinity Church on May 1 at 7:00 p.m. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. James Stannard announce the engagement of their 

daughter, Rita Margaret, to James Donald, son of Mr. and Mrs. H. T. 

Alexander, all of Edmonton. The wedding will take place on May 11 at 

4:00 p.m. at Metropolitan United Church. 

 



Jul 1951    No. 53             THE FOURTY NINER 
 

Page 15 of 48 
 

 

 

 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Jenkins announce the engagement of 

their only daughter, Coleen Margaret, to James Bryant, youngest 

son of Mr. and Mrs. Sic Bryant, all of Edmonton. The wedding 

will take place May 18, in Norwood United Church at 7:30 p.m. 

Mr. and Mrs. F. Pilkie announce the engagement of their 

daughter, Margaret Marilyn (Peggy, to Mr. George Howard 

Aikins, son of Mrs. F. G. Aikins. The marriage will take place on 

Saturday. July 7, at 4:30 o’clock, in Westminster United Church, 

Edmonton. Rev. W. H. Moss will perform the ceremony. 

POPS AND GRANDPOPS 
Balfour - To Dr. and Mrs. G. F. Balfour, at Lethbridge, on 

February 10, a son, “David Ian”. 

Winkler - To Mr. and Mrs. H. G. Winkler (nee Jewel 

Muckleston) at the Royal Alexandra Hospital, on January 21, a 

son, Colin Campbell, a brother for Stewart and Bruce. 

George - To Mr. and Mrs. H. E. George (nee Roma Gleave) at 

Victoria, B. C., on January 15, a daughter, Cathy Anne. 

Hollands - To F.O. and Mrs. G. Hollands (nee Kathleen 

Abbott) at the General Hospital, on February 20, a daughter, 

“Keltie Liegh”. Weight 6 pounds 8 ounces. 

Hidson - To Albert and Patricia Hidson (nee Ryland) a 

daughter, Pamela Daphne, at the Royal Alexandra Hospital, on 

December 17. 

Devaney - To Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Devaney, on Sunday, 

February 25, a daughter, Catherine Anne, Weight 9 pounds 8 1/2 

ounces. A sister for Bobby, Tommy and Jimmy. 

Burke - Dorothy and Gene Burke (nee Cockroft) announce the 

birth of a son, Ronald Bruce, on April 12, at the university 

Hospital. Weight 8 pounds, 8 ounces. 

Larmour - To Mr. and Mrs. David K. Larmour (nee Gladys 

Cobb) on March 1st, at the University Hospital, a daughter Judy 

Kay, weight 7 lbs. 9 ounces. 

Rowland - To Mr. and Mrs. Tom Rowland (nee Dorothy 

Booker) at the Royal Alexandra Hospital on January 17, a son, 

Glenn Wesley. 
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Friend of 49th Reminisces. 

O. L. Pearson, Deputy Commissioner for the Department of Parks 

and Recreation, Toronto, has written to Neville Jones to say he 

appreciates the Forty-Niner. “It is a very fine magazine and brings 

back memories of the days in the First and Second World Wars. 

Possibly you will recall that I was the “Y” secretary in charge of 

sports for the 3rd Canadian Division, and I was on the attached list of 

the 49th Battalion for rations, etc., although I seldom had time to join 

with the battalion as we had our own headquarters.” 

“I recall many of the officers and men in the early days in France, 

particularly the late Colonel Palmer, who was so generous in giving 

support to the athletic programme, and the band was always available 

to assist in the many concert parties (Dumb-bells), etc. 

“I was back overseas again in charge of sports for the First 

Canadian Division and had the pleasure of working along with the 

Loyal Edmonton Regiment and appreciated very much the wonderful 

co-operation given by the now Brigadiers - but at that time Colonels, 

Majors and Captains - Stillman, Wilson, Jefferson, Cromb and others. 

They all appreciated very much the important part that sports and 

recreation played in the off-training period of the troops, and 

supported the recreation programme to the full, and again your 

wonderful band helped to pass away an otherwise dull hour. 

“I left Y.M.C.A. work, after 30 years in physical education, to take 

up the position of Director of Recreation for the city of Toronto, my 

home city. I have now been in this position for four years. My present 

address is 480 Oriole Parkway, Toronto 12.” 

Mr. Pearson enclosed his cheque to help pay for some of the print 

which he had enjoyed reading. He sent along his best wishes to all his 

old friends. 

Clutterham Likes Ottawa 

A. B. (Pete) Clutterham, No. 811275, now lives at 110 Grove Ave., 

Ottawa, Ontario. If any of you boys call on him when down that way, 

he will show you around the city. He got a big kick out of the last 

magazine when viewing the photo “Old Cronies Meet Again” as 

Walter Hunter, Doc Harris and Billy Tipton were pals of his. He saw 

Mayor Sid Parsons when down there on city business. Pete works for 

Crawley films Ltd. and says he has enough to do to keep him out of 

mischief. He retired a short time ago after 30 years Postmaster at 

Tofield, Alta. His best regards to all the members are hereby handed 

on. 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 

DO YOU REMEBER? 
“A” COMPANY 

Dear Arnold: 

I am enclosing some, further letters, or extracts from letters, 

written by my brother from Shorncliffe Camp. I am also enclosing 

dues for the year. 

The letters brought back many memories. That must have been a 

better than average summer, that summer of ’15 at Shorncliffe. I don’t 

remember much rain and I know we often slept out under the stars at 

night, the tents being so crowded. 

I hope you are keeping well, as well as we can expect to be with 

old age crowding us! 

Yours sincerely, Frank R. Hasse 

 

Extracts from letters written home by Bobbie Hasse of “A” 

Company, killed in action July 12th, 1916, at the age of twenty-two, 

while serving with the Scouts. 

Shorncliffe Camp,  

22-7-15 

Last Saturday there was a grand review of the Division before 

General Sam Hughes and Sir Robert Borden and other members of 

the Canadian Cabinet who all appeared as bored as we felt after 

standing waiting for nearly three hours. I think reviews might very 

well be dispensed with in the present' war! 

Two of us went for a row last week on a canal nearby which runs 

from Sandgate to Rye, about 20 miles. It is at least seven feet deep in 

places and runs close along the shore. It was of course of great 

military value a hundred years ago and was built as a support to the 

string of Martello towers. 

1-8-15 

Latest reports announce that we are going off, whether to France 

or the Dardanelles, as a regiment and not by draft. Everyone is hugely 

bucked and several who were getting commissions in English 

regiments have revoked in order to stay with the bunch. Col. 

Griesbach is in with the powers-that-be and as we have had several 

excellent reports from various staff officers it seems almost certain 

we will go as a unit. 

1-9-15 

On Tuesday we found ourselves landed at 4:30 a.m. in the harbour 

to replace strikers of the S.E. and C. Railway. If the professional 

stevedores don’t work any harder than we did they must be making 

easy money. While there is work to be done a fellow is kept quite as 

busy as he wants; at times when the mail train came in with 5,000 

bags for the hold it was distinctly warm work but for at least 8 hours 

out of the 14 we put in there was absolutely nothing to do. Among 

our more distinguished passengers were the Prince of Wales and 

Megan Lloyd George, the former in the regulation army clodhoppers 

and service clothes. Our boats carried everything from staff generals 

down to baby carriages and it was interesting to know what was 

coming next. 

We put in two days on the docks and then everybody was 

mustered for the King’s review on Thursday. Kitchener and some 

other big wigs accompanied His Majesty, so it looks as if the second 

contingent is considered a finished article shortly to be exported. 

Curiously enough the 49th and the 42nd were reviewed alone. The 

rumour goes that we are to be grouped with the 42nd and the Royal 

Canadians from Bermuda in a separate brigade and are likely to sail 

in two or three weeks. We are camped next to the 42nd, a picked 

Kiltie regiment from Montreal, and as the Royal Canadians are con-

sidered a crack regiment we should want nothing better than to be 

brigaded with them. 

On Thursday evening I went off with the Ashford Guard which 

was on duty at the Ordnance headquarters of the 2nd Division. There 

were 30 of us only so we were billeted in the town. If billets are all 

as comfortable as ours were I could thrive for weeks on the life. After 

the tent rough-and- tumbles in the dark for another two inches of lying 

room it is mighty fine to think of going back to a comfortable bed 

after finishing one’s duty. Our guard duties were easy. Though we 

were all served with ball ammunition there was not much likelihood 

of our having to use it (unless the Zepps paid a return visit) and one 

night the only persons I challenged were the corporal (with his girl) 

and the other sentry who overran his beat on top of me. One night we 

had a visit from Lord George Sangers circus. I happened to be on 

guard round some wagons when the circus pulled out in the morning. 

We were all on the lookout as the circus people were a rather tough 

looking bunch and I had considerable difficulty with a big husky 

fellow who kept nosing round a wagon on my beat. I threatened him 

with a bayonet at last, but he calmly made a grab at it. He was not 

drunk but all the same I was glad when one of the circus men took 

him away. If I had given him a bun he would have been all right but 

I had forgotten the army regulations for elephants! 

18-9-15 

Route marches are the order of the day. It is surprising to look 

back at the early days of training in Canada and think of the groans 

and sore feet that a ten mile walk without packs in easy country used 

to call forth. Nowadays on a day’s route march we average 16-20 

miles along the flint roads of the South Downs and that too with a 

good 50 lbs. for company. Air cushions in packs are barred! 

25-9-15 

Our probable date of departure will be next Wednesday. We were 

to have gone today or yesterday evening but as the Battalion was 

under strength owing to sickness, transfers, etc., we had to war for a 

reinforcement to make up the deficiency. The Colonel, with his usual 

luck and strategy combined-worked it so that our reinforcement came 

from the 51st Battalion which has just sent over a picket draft 

company from Alberta. We could not have wished for a better bunch 

of fellows, especially as they are Edmonton men and went through 

the first three months training with us in the Exhibition grounds. 

Some of them must be a bit sore at having to reinforce us after the 

rivalry between the two battalions in Canada. But they are all keen as 

mustard. One fellow said he was offered twenty dollars by a member 

of the Battalion left in Canada who wanted to take his place on the 

draft. 

I nearly forgot to mention a highly important ceremony that took 

place last Wednesday, to wit the depositing of the colours. The 

Colonel was not to leave the colours in any small church or chapel 

but must deposit them in Canterbury. I happened to tumble across the 

Orderly Sergeant about the time the order came through and I was 

shoved on to the colour party. 
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We marched with much éclat through the narrow streets of 

Canterbury behind the band which blew as if it were going to blow 

away the overhanging top stories of the old-fashioned Tudor houses. 

The ceremony in the cathedral was a short one (luckily for us standing 

at attention with arms “at the shoulder”, a new position for us 

infantrymen who always carry “at the slope”). But no one from the 

Colonel downwards knew when to keep our hats on! The Battalion 

funds gave us a good dinner afterwards and we had a short time to 

look around the town so altogether it was a very pleasant trip. 

“D” COMPANY  

Avion Raid 

While in reserve at Mont St. Eloi, in the spring of 1917, we 

practiced over the tapes; so, on June the 8th we took position in the 

reserve trench to hop over on a raid. We were carrying out the in-

structions we had received but at the last moment we got an order to 

right incline, in so doing we missed the trench mortar and machine-

gun pits we were to handle, and it is here evidently Lieut. Downton 

and runner Roxborough got caught as it was most likely that when 

Fritz opened up, he went after them. When I came to where the tunnel 

was supposed to be, we had to attend to I ran into Sgt. Elliott with 

men of different battalions. He told me to keep guard while they 

looked for the tunnel. It was here I had a narrow escape from being 

buried by shells landing close to me. 

I saw four men coming my way, I waited, and one separated from 

the other three and came straight to where I was. It was evident he 

had not seen me for he was looking at Sgt. Elliott’s bunch thinking 

they were his own men. I couldn’t make out the helmet in the dim 

light, as it was covered with sacking. I hollered, “Who’s there?” He 

responded, “Yah, Yah,” and ran like H with me after him, 

after about 100 feet when he wouldn’t halt, I halted him on the run; 

at the same time Donaldson came out of the ground, God knows 

where from, and he got two more. The other was captured by “A” 

company, I think, he got behind the officer and every move the officer 

made he made. This fellow belonged to the 156th Infantry Regiment, 

Red band around cap. I still have a postcard and belt as a souvenir. 

Later on, the sergeant sent me and Donaldson to look for Lieut. 

Hale but while trying to find him the retire signal went up. When we 

were close to the jumping off trench, we ran into a Fritz with his 

elbows tied up. He must have been wounded by his own shells, and a 

chap was in the trench trying to get him to jump in but he wouldn’t 

so I gave him a push. He wore a yellow band around his peak cap. 

We landed up with 16 men after coming back across country to our 

reserves. 

While in on this trip we were holding the line; an officer one 

morning ordered another chap and me to take out a coil of barb wire 

at six a.m.; we saw the Germans getting coffee from the kitchen just 

below us; it was steaming. Jerry was about 30 yards off, but not a shot 

was fired at us, “Oh, how lucky!” We went out to reserve and then 

came back and took over the trench again. I was on outpost one day, 

and as we were close to the enemy we had to keep down. Fritz was 

shelling most of the day here, trying to hit the chalk pit, but I slept 

through it all until evening, the boys thought I had been hit, when I 

woke up, I saw six big holes all around me. I must have been tried to 

sleep through all that in my little funk hole on the outpost. 
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The trench was tapped where we had to extend the line, and we were 

making a hole here and there extending it when we had time. 

We were relieved by the 42nd Bn. and we had not completed the relief 

when they handed us four time prisoners whom they had captured. Our 

billets this time were in a little mining town named Aix Noulette. Later 

on, we moved to the St. Pierre front; another swell time with tear and 

mustard gas flung at us on going in to the relief of the 2nd Division. 

W. Wingfield, 

16 Platoon, “Suicide Club”. 

Horse and Dolphin 

Dear Editor: 

I have been sent a clipping from the Vancouver Sun of February 10th, 

1950, which I am enclosing. The part marked in ink refers to a pub just 

behind the Sun Life Building in London which was used during the war 

as Canadian Military Headquarters and many a Forty-niner of the Second 

Great War and I would imagine of the First War also had the odd drink 

there. 

I thought I would send the clipping along to you just in case you can 

use it. 

Yours truly, E. B. Wilson. 

A Bad Day 

I thought of it as a last chance. I would go to the Horse and Dolphin, 

the famous little pub behind the National Gallery, the great Canadian 

meeting place during the war. I had written articles about, this pub. 

Charles and Grace Green, the proprietors, sent me a Christmas card each 

year. They had one of my columns mounted over the bar. 

It was a few minutes before closing time when I arrived. Four people 

were at a table and as I stood at the entrance Charles, a small, shrewd-

eyed man, and Grace, his white-haired wife, arose and came toward me. 

There were tears in their eyes. Tears! Could this be? 

Charles put his arm around me. 

“Oh, what a day you picked to come back,” he said mournfully. “The 

moving men are upstairs now. It is our last day here. We’re cut, sacked, 

on our way. This very day.” 

A moving man brushed by us. He was carrying Tobey, the drinking 

cat, who would ride in the van. There would be no more beers for Tobey 

from Canadians. 

We sat down with the other couple, the new managers. The man was 

a big fellow who looked like a butcher. He and his wife were clearly 

impatient at the Green’s un-British show of sentiment, anxious to find 

out the schedule for the deliveries and one hundred other details. I bought 

a light ale and took a seat near the door and when I could get away 

decently I did. The van was just pulling out and the cat inside it was 

crying. 

“Oh, well,” I thought, “at least Tobey will have her memories.” 

Laubman Now Squadron Leader 

Promoted along with others in the last New Year’s list was Don 

Laubman, son of R.S.M. Laubman of the 2nd Reserve Bn. and 49’er of 

War I vintage. He was promoted to squadron leader. He led the newest 

R.C.A.F. fighter squadron – Ottawa based 416 Squadron - on a trans-

continenttal training exercise last May. 
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THE KINDLY SCOT 
Have you ever been to Scotland? If not, then you’ve missed 

something - especially in wartime, when one looked for a really 

enjoyable place at which to spend a leave. 

Forthright hospitality belies the traditional chaffing levelled at the 

sturdy, thrifty Scott. His generous acts of kindness must be seen and 

experienced to be appreciated. 

During World War I, and perhaps more so during the Second 

World War, “Leave Warrants” took many Canadians to Auld Scotia, 

particularly to Aberdeen because Aberdeen meant an extra day. Few, 

however, got that far north because of the many allurements of other 

Scottish towns and cities. One remembers Edinburgh, but especially 

Glasgow in which this little story has its setting. 

It was in the late fall of 1916 that, after a few hectic days in 

London, this Forty-niner and an old crony from another regiment, 

desiring to get away from it all around the big city, decided to see 

what Scotland was like. We arrived in Glasgow in the early morning. 

We were leaning over the rail of the Clyde bridge, watching 

barefooted darkies shoveling what looked like bulk sugar from barge 

bottoms, into sacks, when a gentleman of kindly years approached us. 

He enquired if we were strangers and asked if there was anything 

special we would like to see of Glasgow. He suggested that we might 

like a visit to the shipyards and when we showed interest, informed 

us from where we could take a tram. Not sure that we understood his 

directions, he decided to accompany us and remain with us for the 

entire day . . . 

It turned out that our benefactor was a banker. 

At the Yards, he seemed to know the key officials who issued 

passes which made it possible for us to see many surprising and 

interesting sights: the building of submarines, and destroyers, and 

trawlers and all types of seacraft - privileges not extended to anyone 

not in uniform, or not so well vouched for. 

In the evening, our new friend took us to his lovely home where 

we were royally entertained by his good, hospitable wife and their 

two charming daughters ... a day when nothing seemed too good for 

us. 

The next day was equally enjoyable and eventful. We were taken 

to a very posh club and met many of the banker’s friends who were 

most congenial and who seemed greatly interested in us because we 

were Canadians. Such kindness as we were shown by those busy 

businessmen, who went out of their way to befriend us and make us 

welcome in a strange city, made room in our hearts for a very special 

place for Glasgow and its guid folk. 

On the third day, now by ourselves, we elected to look for a pub, 

in quest of some real Scotch whiskey, to see how much better it was 

than the weak, watered stuff in the London lounges. We found a pub 

just off Sauchiehall St., and entered to find ourselves the first, and for 

some time, the only customers. 

The be-aproned proprietor, whose accent was broad enough to be 

cut with a knife, was surprised to see us and was very attentive when 

we broached the object of our mission . . . the search for really guid 

whuskey, such as we had often heard about, but seldom seen, or 

tasted. 

From a trap-door stairway, he brought a mildewed bottle whose 

label was so stained that its printing was unreadable. . . 
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What palatable whiskey! It was the finest of best highland cream 

and although we consumed most of it before we left, we found not a 

single headache nor cross word in that stained auld bottle. 

The guid Publican refused our offer of payment. Smiling in kindly 

fashion, he told us that he was pleased and honored to serve 

Canadians. 

Many such kindly and generous acts and incidents marked the rest 

of our stay in Glasgow, showing the true nature of the Scottish people 

where- ever we went. 

One could never cease to extol the natural kindliness of these 

wonderful people of Scotland toward outside folk, strangers in their 

midst. 

Never let it be said that a Scotsman is niggardly in his treatment 

of strangers within his gates . . . 

Years later, when on the Vimy Pilgrimage, one saw many khaki 

berets wherever one travelled in Scotland - ample proof that 

numerous other Canadians were anxious to revisit the grand folk of a 

grand country, and again warm to that genuine essence of friendly 

greeting they had known during the war years. Small wonder that the 

boys of World War II were eager to spend leaves in Scotland where 

every stoop seemed like a warm, friendly, welcoming hearth. 

A grateful salute, then, with a tip of the hat, to the magnanimity 

and innate graciousness of these noble Celtic people whom we shall 

never forget . . . 

“And there’s a hand, my trusty fere! 

And gie’s a hand o’ thine! 

And we’ll tak’ a right guid willie-waught, 

For auld lang syne.” 

Norman E. Cook 

 

 
  



Jul 1951    No. 53             THE FOURTY NINER 
 

Page 22 of 48 
 

 

Legion Elects Officers 

Sidney Bowcott was elected president of the Montgomery Branch of 

the Canadian Legion to succeed Alan F. Macdonald (Loyals), at the 

general meeting last January. Members of the general executive elected 

were: Tom Davies, E. Ted Brown, Alex Riddell, Sam Campbell, Percy 

Cowley and James Foote; W. J. Smith, McKim Ross and Martin 

Collingwood. Continuing members: H. E. Tanner, William MacPherson, 

W. “Scotty” Lang. Past-President Alan Macdonald will also serve on the 

executive. 
 

51st Battalion 

Members of the 51st elected David Roberts to head the association 

for 1951, succeeding Phil Richards, a 49’er of the First War. 
 

Army, Navy and Air Force Veterans 

This Association elected Frank Harvey to lead them in 1951. Elected 

to the executive were Alex Stewart and Geordie Hollands, two stalwarts 

of B Coy. 49th, War I. 
 

Old Soldiers Never Die 

Retirement of the commanding officer has broken a family 

association with the Loyal Suffolk Hussars of Britain which extended 

back 157 years. 
 

Kingsway Officers Take Office 

In the notice of this ceremony, we saw the names of George Gleave, 

provincial command president who performed the installation ceremony 

and Ernest B. Wilson, first vice-president. This Legion branch is quite a 

go-ahead and thriving unit. 
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RESERVE UNITS 

MEN IN RESERVE UNIT UPHOLD LOYAL EDMONTON 

TRADITIONS 

Copied from Edmonton Journal 

There is only one “Loyal” Edmonton Regiment in the whole 

Canadian Army and that one regiment is in Edmonton. 

Edmonton’s “own” Loyal Edmonton Regiment, one of Canada’s 

crack infantry battalions in two great wars became “loyal” in the 1943 

Sicilian fighting. 

The honor was added to stress the close connection between the 

Edmonton unit and its affiliated regiment in the British Army, the 

Loyal North Lancashires. 

Familiar to Edmontonians is the “windmill” badge, centred with 

a coyote and topped by a rose and crown. 

The coyote became part of the badge after first Edmonton 

regiment, the 49th Battalion passed through Lestock, Sask., on the 

way to Flanders in 1915. 

As the regiment stopped in the Saskatchewan town, someone 

tossed a coyote pup on the train. The regiment adopted it as 

regimental mascot and christened it “Lestock”. 

When the unit moved to France, Lestock was given “leave 

without pay” in the London zoo. But he was to follow his regiment to 

France ... on the badge. 

The windmill came into the picture when the regiment arrived in 

Flanders. Sitting around in the mud, the 49ers decided the vanes of a 

Flemish windmill would make a suitable and distinctive badge for 

them. 

The rose, the red rose of Lancashire from the Wars of the Roses, 

came to the Edmonton’s badge with adoption of “Loyal”. It again 

stressed the comradeship between the Canadian and British units. 

Founder of the battalion, Col. William Griesbach, took the 

regiment to battle in the first Great War. Lt. Col. Griesbach was the 

first wartime colonel in the second. 

First casualties. Don Matheson and Bruce Eby of Edmonton 

suffered their “battle” injuries even before the unit hit France for the 

first time. 

An R.C.A.F. Wapiti bomber crashed in the regimental lines 

during summer training in 1939 at Camp Sarcee in Calgary. When 

the plane had come to. rest after upsetting the battalion tents like 

skittles, the R.A.F. sergeant pilot clambered out nonchalantly and 

walked off. The two “Edmontons suffered only slight injuries. 

One propeller hub of the luckless Wapiti still decorates the 

regimental mess, adorned with a clock as a “war trophy”. 

After the battalion went to England with the Princess Pats and 

Vancouver’s Seaforth’s to form the 2nd Canadian Brigade, the war 

loomed larger. 

In the spring of 1940, the Edmontons were chosen as the only 

infantry battalion to join a special force for an attack on Norway. 

Norwegian resistance had collapsed before they could arrive. In 1941 

Dunkerque was the same story. 

War began in earnest for the Edmontons with the landings in 

Sicily on July 10, 1943. Thirty furious days later Sicily was over, and 

the regiment had been well blooded. 

Then came the long march up the Italian peninsula. Ortona; The 

Ariellie; the short but bloody Hitler Line; the Gothic Line; the Poe 

Valley and the end of the Italian Campaign for the regiment on the 

Senio River. 

Then came Holland and the cleanup of the cut off Germans and 

so home again. And the way the world picture looks now the hard 

fighting Edmontons may be needed again soon. 

Again, Volunteer for Service 

Major Pierce Goulding, R.C.R., is now stationed in Edmonton and 

may possibly be present at this Church Parade. 

Captain “Bill” Remple, F. Company, Loyal Edmonton Regiment, 

27th Brigade. 

Bobby Dean, son of Bob Dean, D Company, 49th, has enlisted in 

the L.E.R. Company, 27th Brigade. 

Johnny Taylor, who served in R.A.F. in the Second World War, 

has volunteered for Foreign Service and will probably be going to the 

Middle East. 

Tommy Sehlin, B Company, LER, who attended the last banquet, 

was bemoaning the fact he was not accepted for the P.P.C.L.I. when 

the first Korean Force was recruited. - Ken Rootes. 

Presidential Citation to Pats 

A Journal Editorial of June 27, 1951 says: “Canadians everywhere 

will be proud to note the awarding of a United States presidential 

citation to the 2nd Battalion of the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light 

Infantry, an Australian battalion and an American tank unit. The 

honor is in recognition of their defense of the Allied line in Korea 

during the Communist spring offensive. The three units are credited 

with blunting and halting a deep enemy penetration which 

endangered the entire United Nations line in the central sector. 
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STILL SERVE KING AND COUNTRY 
Laddie Muckelston New R.S.M. Loyal Edmontons 

All 49ers join together in congratulating Laddie in his promotion 

to the exalted rank of R.S.M. To be a R.S.M. of the regiment is no 

small honor for many of his predecessors wore this rank with great 

distinction in both wars. Knowing Laddie we have no doubt he will 

carry his new rank with dignity and honor. 

Laddie is one of the old 49th. He started his military career on Jan. 

12, 1915 when he joined the 49th battalion and served in England and 

France for over three years until invalided home. He received his 

discharge in May 1918. 

He joined the reserve unit in July 1940, as a private and has served 

with the 2nd Battalion L.E.R. ever since. 

Laddie holds the record of missing only six parades in all that 

time. 

R.S.M. Muckleston was born in Bedfordshire, England and came 

to this city as a young man in 1913. Many 49ers will remember 

Laddie when he operated Muckleston’s Barber Shop and Beauty 

Parlor on Jasper Ave., near the Birk’s Building. He was there for 27 

years and is now operating a mink ranch on the Fort Trail near the 

city limits. 

All 49ers wish Laddie the best and say, “It couldn’t happen to a 

nicer guy.” 

Brig. Proctor inspects D Co., Loyal Edmonton Regiment at 

Grande Prairie 

On Friday, March 2nd Brig. John W. Proctor accompanied by Lt. 

Col. A. F. Macdonald; Maj. W. Mathews flew to Grande Prairie to 

inspect D Coy., Loyal Edmonton Regiment, and D Coy. cadet. They 

were met by the mayor and Dr. G. O’Brien, unit medical officer of 

the area. 

Brig. Proctor and Col. Macdonald spoke to the members of the 

regiment and afterwards an informal smoker was held in one of the 

adjoining buildings. At this gathering former Edmonton Regiment 

personnel were guests of D Coy. 

Loyal Edmonton Regiment Chosen as One of Units to Supply 

Troops for New 27th Brig. 

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment faces new responsibilities as a 

result of being chosen to supply two companies for new Brigade. 

One of these companies will probably serve under Gen. 

Eisenhower in Europe and the other will be kept as reinforcements. 

World events could change this picture very quickly, however. But 

wherever they serve we know those who wear the windmill badge 

will live up to the standard set by the old 49th in the first world war. 

The Defence Department recognizes this valuable tradition and that 

is why they have chosen this novel way to raise a brigade. 

Many ex-49ers are serving in the Canadian army now in Korea 

and in various branches of the service in Canada. 

We seriously doubt if there is another reserve unit in Canada with 

more members serving than the Loyal Edmonton Regiment. 

The new companies of the 49th will get the full support of our 

Regimental Association and us old 49ers wish them the best of luck 

in their new venture into military life. - Ken Rootes. 
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Fred Pinnell Heads Corps 

F. T. Pinnell was named president of the Edmonton Branch of the 

Canadian Corps Association by acclamation at a meeting in the Masonic 

Temple, Tuesday, Jan. 2nd. He succeeds Alfred Peart. Fred served in 

“Steady D”, 49th, and Alf in the P.P.C.L.I. and the Loyal Eddies. A. L. 

Smith also of D Coy. 49th was elected secretary. Dennis Newman, son-

in- law of Norman Arnold, was elected a vice-president. 

Civil Defence 

Brig. “Jeff” Jefferson has had his hands full these days with 

organizing the set-up for civil defence in the city of Edmonton. Many 

meetings have been held and good work accomplished in laying and 

mapping out procedures for civilians in this very necessary work. 

Special Force 

The following names were inadvertently left off the list that appeared 

in the last Forty-Niner: WO II. A/RSM Grimes; WO II. Morris, E. H.; 

Cpl. Lightfoot, H; Ptes. Cheshire, R. W.; McMeekan, J. A.; Tosczak, D.; 

Segin, D. 

Mrs. (Bert) Russell Sends Greetings 

Mrs. Russell is making her annual contribution to the Association for 

her brother Bill Bond and herself, wishes to be remembered to all 49’ers 

and sends her best wishes to all her friends. 

 

Tank Expert Dead 

Maj.-Gen. Sir Ernest Dunlop Wilson, credited with being the father 

of the tank in modern warfare, died at his Oxford home last January. He 

was 82. 

War Amps. Elect Officers 

In their general meeting at Kingsway Legion hall last January C. W. 

Lilley installed the new executive. Ed Tannous is one of the executive. 

Ted Ockenden’s Nephew Promoted 

Promoted in a New Year’s list of the R.C.A.F. was G. F. Ockenden, 

son of City Comptroller Fred Ockenden and nephew of Ted Ockenden, 

49’er. He received his squadron-leadership. 

He Should Have Been Company Cook 

W. F. Marchant, of “Steady D”, War I, received some prominence in 

the Edmonton Journal last February when his photo appeared alongside 

a cake he had fashioned in a replica of London’s Westminster Abbey. It 

looked to be a very good example of that famous edifice and must have 

required a great amount of patience. Marchant learned the cake-

decorating art from his father, who after service as regimental-sergeant-

major with the Coldstream Guards, was manager of a chain of bakeries 

in London. 

Dr. Gordon Young Recognized 

Dr. Gordon Young of Moose Jaw was elected first vice-president of 

the new Council of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of 

Saskatchewan when the council met in Saskatoon last January. Dr. 

Young was for a long period the M.O. of the 49th in War 1 and was 

decorated for his medical work in the forward area. (Jas. Wood, late of 

Readlyn, Sask., and now of 961 Athabasca St. W., Moose Jaw, Sask., 

sent along a cutting containing this news and also a photo of the doctor.) 
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Where is My Wandering Boy? 

 

 

A. L. Bilton, 435455, writes from 7430, 

21 St. S. E. Calgary to say he had been watch-

ing for his January issue of the Forty-Niner to 

arrive for he hated to miss it. He was thinking 

of the troops at the banquet and wishing he 

could have been there. He hopes to make the 

church parade one of these next summers. His 

best wishes are sent along to all the boys of D company and the rest 

of the battalion. 

H. Yanyshyn, M16362, High Prairie, Alta., feels he is getting 

something really worthwhile when the old mag. comes along. Some 

of the members of the Legion were interested in the Forty-Niner and 

appeared anxious to get a copy. We hope our friend manages to have 

a good season out in his neck of the woods. 

R. P. Cull, No. 231528, is still living at Seba Beach, Alta., and 

enjoying life. The magazine reminded him that time marches on and 

he responded with a nice subscription to the magazine. His analysis 

of the present world situation seemed to be that the English speaking 

world would likely be left standing alone in this trouble. Our strong 

faith in things spiritual, he feels, will help us to overcome these perils. 

His thanks go to the magazine and other committees for carrying on 

their good work. He sends 49’ers good wishes. 

M. Pierce, International Hotel, Edmonton, seems to be living in 

a good spot for thirst quenching. However, he still enjoys the Forty-

Niner and hopes the troops are doing O.K. 

Reg. Watts, 49th runner, keeps the “home fires burning” at 

Barrhead, Alta., the memories are brought back to him when he 

receives his copy of the 49’er. He is sorry to see the old boys going 

one by one. He is pleased to see the boys of world War II are getting 

a better deal than the older ones on the land. He was talking to Rennie 

Gauchie, Loyal Eddies, “our genial postmaster, and he insists Watts 

attends our next picnic at Winterburn. So, you can take a gander 

around Reg. may be here today. In conclusion, says he, “I’m up at 

Barrhead, growing some wild oats.” Yes! That’s growing not sowing 

as I guess like the rest of us old timers “His wild days are over”. 

George Branton, 432551, who lives in the land of the kangaroo, 

but hangs his hat up Beverley, Tennyson Rr., Ryde, Sydney, was 

sorry to see the Aorangi steamship was to make her last voyage 

between Canada and Australia last December, but evidently 

arrangements have been made to resume service so the mail will not 

have to take potluck. Bush fires were happening at his writing in De-

cember, but ours are bad in places (June and July). He wishes all 

Steady D boys and the Battalion boys good luck and hopes to be at 

the “Doos” if he wins a sweepstake. 

Fred Bonnett, No. 432572, from Courtright, Ontario, (I hope 

they do, Ed), writes, “I have just received the January issue of the 

Forty-Niner, for which many thanks. I have been intending to write 

so many times. I was very interested in this number as two of my old 

section, namely, H. Sandilands and Dan Gilchrist, were in pictures. 

(12 ptn. C Coy). “Probably a short account of my doings after leaving 

the 49th at Sanctuary Woods in 1916 when I was wounded in the May 

5th do. Drafted to the Forestry Corps. Returned home to Killam, 

Alta., June 18, 1919. Married and a family of two boys and one girl. 

Oldest boy was in Navy Corvette Mayflower during the late war. 

Second boy in the Canadian Engineers. As for myself I was on the A 

and T staff M. D. 1 London, Ont. with the rank of Captain. Now 

operating a general store at Courtright on the banks of the river St. 

Clair, just south of Sarnia.” In concluding Fred says, “The magazine 

is the only means of keeping track of my old pals. I hope someday to 

pay a visit to Edmonton which I still call my old home town. Regards 

to all who remember me, especially to H. Sandilands, Dan Gilchrist, 

Bill Elliot, Charley Blakely, Cantin and the rest. He would appreciate 

hearing from any of them. 

T. Gilchrist, Brownvale, Alta., sends along $5 to help along the 

good work. He was pleased to see a picture of “Husky”, he still looks 

as if he was getting “three squares a day”. Doc. Harris, he notes has 

gone to the coast. The only old timer he sees around his way is Harry 

Wadlow who still farms near Brownvale. He wishes the staff and 

members of the Association the best of luck. 

Dave Irons, 432927, who lives in Calgary takes a keen interest in 

all Forty-Niners and their doings and keeps the Editor posted on 

happenings down “Cowtown” way. All friends of the late Sgt. Alex 

Hay will be interested to hear that his daughter Mary was married 

early in the New Year. We all wish Mary the best of happiness. 

E. J. “Bud” Cotton, ex-Wainwrighter, where he used to chase 

the “bleeming” buffalos, now resides at Calgary where if he isn’t 

herding buffalo or cattle at least he can get in on the Stampede. He 

appreciates the Forty-Niner and so keeps in touch with the old troops 

for he is unable to make it here very often. His address now is: 2022 

- 27th St. S.W. Calgary, Alberta. 

Tommy Higgleton, 1040 - 7th Ave. W. Calgary, another faithful 

4 9 er who keeps many a man in touch with H.Q., and with the old 

Mazuma too, feels the older boys are slowing up, but still in good 

shape for the condition they are in. Tommy sent along dues for 

Walter E. Lewis, 11416 Albers St., No. Hollywood, California, 

U.S.A. 

C. Wilbert A. Drader, “Mud King, I guess,” 101749, original 

unit the 66th. Enlisted March 11, 1916. Age 27. Posted to the 49th 

June 7th, 1916. During service was wounded June 27, 1916, and Oct. 

30, 1917; had the ’flu July 1918. Discharged March 25, 1919, with 

rank of Lieut. Resides at 3628 Douglas St., Victoria, B.C. Married 

and has four girls, 27, 26, 24, 17; one boy, 23. Six grandchildren 

living, 3 boys and 3 girls. He will always welcome 49’ers when they 

visit Victoria. Occupation: Letter Carrier. 
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Pat Ford, 432129, Sgt. of A Company, 49th, saw in the Journal 

what a great time the boys had at the banquet. He is sorry he wasn’t 

present. Frank Cooney, is president of the Legion Branch down at 

Medicine Hat where Pat lives at 909 Second St. He sends along best 

wishes to all the old has-beens who are sitting around watching 

Edmonton grow. 

Weir Edmondson, 9 Lyndhurst Apts. 181 Balmoral St., 

Winnipeg, Man., apologizes for slackness in acknowledged receipt of 

a Regimental Crest. His thanks is sent along to Major Flowers of the 

Reserve Bn. Loyals for his kindness in donating this to Weir. Kind 

regards and success are sent to all the Association. 

C. R. Cameron, B Company, 49th, of 11444 97th St., was unable 

to attend the banquet but sent along his dues and best wishes to all. 

Charley was C.Q.M.S. of Beer coy., and one of the really good men 

who helped to give the “parritch” men a good name around our 

battalion way. 

Chas. Morgan, Midnapore, Alta. “Received the Forty-Niner and 

it looks as good as ever. Enclosed is one buck for dues. I couldn’t 

make the banquet but expect to be up this summer along about the 

time of the picnic. Let me know when it will be held. Best to all.” 

R. Arnott, 432965, 8638 Ford Ave., Van Dyke, Michigan, the 

arrival of the 49er revived memories pleasant and sad for Roy. Roy 

met an original 49er some time ago. He was the first battalion tailor. 

Now in the real estate business about 5 miles from Roy. They have 

had several nice long talks. “How I would like to arrive in Edmonton 

some January for the annual dinner. If you see Scotty Weir or Reg 

Skitch, say Hello. 

Samuel G. Glew, 432217, “Sticky” enlisted in the 49th Jan. 5th, 

1915, at the age of 18. 15 platoon, D company was his hangout. He 

was twice wounded. Received the M.M. for his work in France. 

Discharged March 29th, 1919. Service with the 49th 4 years and 3 

months and with the Veterans Guard in Canada 4 years and 5 months. 

He now traps around Pelican Portage. Home address, Pelican 

Portage, P.O. Many of his old friends will be pleased to have word of 

Sammy after a good long time in the quiet of his trapping lines. It was 

usually a good show when “Sticky” put the gloves on with any of the 

troops. 

N. H. Webb, R..R1, Langley Prairie, B.C., had an enviable 

reputation in the service rising from private to captain in the North 

Staffordshire, Airborne Division. Having dropped over the Rhine 

among other places. This is his new address if anyone cares to write 

Hello. 

Hugh Pryce Fraser, SM15891, enlisted in the Eddies Sept. 19, 

1939, at 35 years. He served with 15 platoon, C company. He is still 

in the Service. Home address: 1436 East 15th, Vancouver. 

Gordon Griffiths, “Spider”, K59795, joined the Loyal Eddies 

May 15, 1943, age 18. Posted to A company, 1 platoon January 1944. 

Discharged April 5th, 1945, with rank of L/Cpl. Served 2 years and 

1 month. Civil occupation: cook, C.N.R. Home address: 1336 

Granville St., Vancouver. 

James Terry, 1st Bn., who was batman to Col. Stillman, was 

hospitalized at the time of the banquet and was unable to be present 

for the doings. He sent along his membership through Colonel 

Stillman and wishes all the best of luck. We all hope that Terry keeps 

in better health. 
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Jas. P. Cheyne, 811990, enlisted in the 138 and was posted to C 

company in Dec. 1916. He was 18 years old at the time. A runner for 

C company from before the Vimy Show until wounded at 

Passchendaele. He hopes to get up to Edmonton one of the times for 

a reunion and a visit with some of his relations. Bill Bennie, who died 

a few years ago, was a cousin of James. He congratulates Jim 

Wigham on his salesmanship for Swift’s Cheyne has been the Reeve 

of Municipality No. 318 Herschel district, Sask., for 9 years and 

president of Herschel Branch Can. Legion for a goodly number of 

years. He is married and has a family of 3 girls, two married; five 

boys, two oldest cat operators, one worked on the pipeline Edmonton 

to Regina, the three youngest boys still attend school. His letter ends, 

quote: World conditions don’t look any too good. Maybe we killed 

the wrong pig when we got Hitler, Unquote. 

Ronald P. Guthrie, K42103, original unit Rocky Mountain 

Rangers with enlistment date Sept. 1, 1939, at age of 32. Posted to 

Eddies June 1942, with H.Q. He was wounded by shrapnel in right 

leg and bullet in right leg and suffered from jaundice. Discharged 

Nov. 2, 1945, with rank of C.S.M. Total service, 6 years and 2 

months. Now customs officer at White Rock, B.C. Home address: 

689 Victoria Ave., White Rock, B.C. Married, boy 41, girl 3J. Guthrie 

left Vancouver for overseas in April 1940, with Holding unit. Joined 

15 platoon, C company, Eddies, as sergeant, and in July 1944, went 

to 14 platoon. Left the battalion April 26, 1945, and became CSM, 

H.Q company, No. 7 Repat. Depot, Aldershot. 

Walter F. Hawk, “Red”, M16819, enlisted Feb. 12, 1940, at age 

of 22 and was in “Scarpe Squad”, joined 1st Bn. June 1940. Suffered 

from Malaria and pneumonia. Discharged August 17, 1945, after 5 J 

years service. Civil occupation, electrical mechanic. Home address: 

1339-East 7th Ave., Vancouver, B.C. Red was with B company until 

Sicily then joined Sniper-Scouts where he stayed until the end of the 

war. 

Kenneth A. Kyle, “Ken”, M16764, original unit 49th, enlisting 

Feb. 12, 1940, at age of 21. Was with B company at Currie Barracks. 

Discharged Jan. 25, 1946, with rank of S/Sgt. Service almost 6 years. 

Re-enlisted April 27, 1947. Address: Permanent Married Quarters 

No. 21, 4213-W3rd Ave., Vancouver. Married, boy 3 years, girls 6 

months. Transferred from 49th to RCOC, 1942. Served with 1 Div. 

through Italy, France, Germany and served 9 months with the Army 

of Occupation. “I am at present serving as sergeant in the RCOC and 

find it quite a bit different from wartime but still a good life. Wally 

Hawke stayed with me last winter but has now set up housekeeping 

with a brand-new wife.” 

James Tuningley, L67400, enlisted Nov. 5, 1942, at age of 32. 

He was with 11 platoon, B company, and later Coy H.Q. Joined the 

49th Jan., 1944, had a surgical operation in 1945. Discharged Nov. 5, 

1945, after 3 years’ service. Now a carpenter residing at 520 

Cottonwood Ave., New Westminster, B.C. Married and has two 

daughters and one son. “Eddie Mullins” pancakes happened to be 

good one day and Major McDonald sent his batman in for more and 

I happened to be working in the kitchen and refused him, saying the 

company had not been fed yet. I believe to this day that was the reason 

for my becoming store-man.” 
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Dewey Allan Keebler, M16627. Enlisted in LER Reinforcement 

Unit Jan. 22, 1940, at age of 41. Went to Eddies May 22, 1940, in 1 

platoon, H.Q. company. Discharged Sept. 12, 1945, as L/Sgt. Now 

occupied as shipping clerk. Married and has daughter Joy Alice, aged 

8. Residence: 3311 Lonsdale Ave., North Vancouver. Served from 

Feb. 22, 1916, until April 9, 1918, in 44th and 32nd Batteries, C.F.A. 

John Michael Todd, “KOKO”, M16484, enlisted in the 1st Bn. 

Nov. 23, 1939, at age of 18, and served with 15 platoon, C company. 

Wounded in left forearm. Discharged July 10, after 5 years and 8 

months service. Occupation, chauffeur. Home address: 916 

Roosevelt Crescent, North Vancouver. Married, girl 3 years, boy 1J 

years. Resided at one time at Waskatenau, Alta. Todd went over with 

the battalion and took part in the Spitzbergen expedition and in the 

Sicily landing, then to Italy. The only time he left the unit was when 

he was wounded at Rimini Airport. He regretted the wound prevented 

him returning to his buddies but hospitalized him in the U.K. and 

finally home to Canada in May 1945. (Obtained his discharge July 

10, 1945, as medically unfit, V-4.) 

Ed. Heller, Stretcher-Bearer, 15 platoon, D company, 

Beaverlodge, Alta., sends along some magazines he thought may be 

of use to someone. He is still on the same farm, working in with his 

son, ex-R.C.A.F., on a V.L.A. farm of his own. Heller had two 

sessions at the Mewburn about a year ago, he says there is still room 

for improvement, but he is much better than formerly. Percy 

Stephens, Maurice Lowe are still farming there. Andy Laing passed 

away a few years ago. Bob McGregor and a few more are around 

Hythe. Several Loyal Eddies are in that district also. Ed. sends his 

greetings to his old pals. 

Kenneth M. Macdonald, 14 platoon, D company, writes to say 

that a copy of the magazine revived many nostalgic memories 

although he says many references were to those strange to him. He 

passed the copy along to Guy Ramsden who served in 13 platoon, 

who drops in to see him occasionally. He wishes to be remembered 

to any of the old D company boys as it is seldom, he meets any down 

in that part of the country. Ken’s address is 385 Riverdale Ave., 

Ottawa, Ontario. 

C. R. McFadden, 432369, D company and M.G.’s, had tough 

luck early in the new year and was in hospital with his war disability, 

but was making good progress. He has high praise for his treatment 

and care at the hospital. He intends to try and make the banquet next 

winter and wishes to know the date. The nearest we can say now is 

that it is the nearest Saturday to the 4th of January unless New Year 

falls too close to the 4th. Write later Mac for this, say late in 

November. His eldest boy was married last November and another 

this June. One boy is still at college in the U.S. and coaches their 

hockey team. 
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Charles Taylor, Neepawa, Manitoba, sends along a few lines to 

wish all the old and new comrades and hopes they all had a good time 

at the banquet. He says he doesn’t know when he will be able to make 

it up to Edmonton for the doings. He sends his dues and well ahead 

so that he will not miss his magazine. Finally, Quote! Things don’t 

seem to settle down to peace yet, the World is getting worse instead 

of better and where it will finish is anyone’s guess. Unquote. 

G. B. Key, D and H.Q. 49th, Portage la Prairie, Manitoba, says 

Bill Graham is still going strong and they both look forward to the 

magazine and are grateful to those who give of their time to its 

preparation. “We see that the Loyal Edmonton Regiment is to be 

embodied in the new Brigade which is now being recruited (May) 

and we wish all concerned the very best of luck. Best regards in which 

Bill joins me.” 

Thomas M. Mounsey, Sunset Prairie, B.C., was particularly 

interested in the picture which showed Husky Ledingham. I will 

never forget Husky as long as I live, the night when he thought 

someone hit him with a rock when in fact it was a spent bullet that 

had hit him. His regards go out to all friends of the battalion. 

Bob Mayes, 782116, 870 Elgin Ave., Moose Jaw, Sask., who is 

our news gatherer for that area, writes to say he enjoyed the magazine 

and enclosed dues to keep him in good standing. He informs us that 

P. A. Reigo, of whom we had no record, Fife Lake, Sask., had passed 

on some time ago. He served with B company, 49th. Reigo was a 

friend of Bob’s brother who served with us, and he has a photo of the 

two of them. Bob sends greetings to all his friends. 
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Father MacLellan Named Chaplain 

Rev. Father J. A. MacLellan has returned to active service with 

the Canadian army for the summer as acting area Roman Catholic 

chaplain for B.C. area, Western Command announced last May. 

Father MacLellan, chaplain to St. Joseph’s College and to the 

Kingsway Legion branch, left early that month for Calgary for 

documentation at 10 Personnel Depot. He was posted to Vancouver 

with the rank of Major. 

During the war, Father MacLellan served overseas with the 2nd 

Canadian Infantry Brigade of which the Loyal Edmonton Regiment 

was a part. He also was chaplain to the battalion during the Sicily 

campaign. 

Cantlon Elected to Western Directorate 

At the annual meeting of the Canadian Press held at Toronto last 

April, R. M. Cantlon, 49’er, was elected a director for the Prairie 

division. The Board consists of 19 men elected from across Canada. 

Hancock Designs Civic Centre 

Our F. E. J. Hancock has designed a civic centre to include a new 

arena, recreation centres, parking space for a possible 4,800 cars, city 

hall offices, and about every other type of facility required in such an 

enterprise. He explained his plan at a January meeting of the 

Cosmopolitan club and illustrated his proposal with a cardboard 

model, intricately designed and completed after a year of work. “It is 

a civic centre enterprise and not a commercial scheme,” and lends 

itself to a piecemeal rather than a wholesale scheme of construction, 

he stated. 
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U.N. FLAG HOISTED BY P.P.C.L.I. BATTALION IN KOREA 

 
Sgt. William Sim of Calgary is shown above as he hoists the flag of the United Nations outside the regimental headquarters tent of the 2nd Battalion, Princess 

Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry, near Myrang, South Korea. After the hoisting, Lt.-Col. J. R. Stone, commanding officer, proposed a toast to the United Nations. 

The flag was presented by James Pimsol of Australia. Left to right, above, are Sgt. Sim. Lt.-Col. Stone, Mr. Pimsol and Maj. J. Firth of Toronto. - CP photograph. 
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Mrs. Cunnington Likes Our Magazine 

Mrs. Cunnington is now residing with her son at Moosomin, 

Sask., where he is in charge of the R.C.M.P. detachment there. She 

finds the prairie suits her better than B.C., and is much nicer living 

with her family. She enjoys reading the Magazine. 

King Heads Canadian Regiment 

His Majesty the King consented to become colonel-in-chief of the 

Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders of Canada with effect from 

February of this year; the war office announced last March. 

Struth It’s Never Too Late 

Buck up, Chum! There is evidently hope for the loved ones we 

may leave behind yet. In a story told by the Canadian pension 

commission last March the widow of a soldier wounded in the Riel 

Rebellion has finally been awarded a $75-a-month pension 65 years 

after his last battle. She is Mrs. John Lethbridge. Her husband fought 

as a corporal with the 90th Battalion - Little Black Devils - and 

suffered two gunshot wounds in 1885. He died at 80 in 1940. It is 

pleasant to record that the D.V.A. did some very hard work in 

searching the files, etc., to enable the widow to receive her pension. 

P.P.C.L.I.’s Hold Reunion 

Annual reunion dinner of the P.P.’s was held at the Macdonald on 

Saturday night, May 5, when 50 members met to celebrate the past 

traditions and toast the future of the regiment. Alf. Peart is the 

president and also present at the dinner were Maj- Gen. Chris Vokes 

and Major Jack George of the Loyal Eddies and now of the 2nd Bn. 

P.P.’s and company commander in Korea recently returned for other 

duties. 

Wins at Victoria Festival 

Madsen, A.K., of 9315-1808A Ave., visited Mrs. Palmer, widow 

of Col. Palmer, in Victoria last year. He was pleased to learn that the 

late Col. Palmer’s son had success with his choir at the Festival, win-

ning the championship. We were sorry to learn Mrs. Palmer had been 

quite ill but was now able to get around quite well. 

Chesterman Re-elected Grand Master 

At the closing session of the Grand Lodge of Alberta last March, 

Alf. Chesterman, 49’er, was elected for his second term as Grand 

Master. He was installed in office by the Gr. and Master and 

Sovereign, Hardy Small, Toronto. 

Kirkwood Named Supervisor 

Fit. Lt. E. A. Kirkwood, who served for some time with the 

Loyals, has been named supervisor of music for the R.C.A.F. at 

Ottawa, a newly created position. 

Acknowledging Correspondents 

W. E. MacDonald, Box 12, Jasper, Alta., number M45351. 

Stanley F. Torrance, Carbon, Alta., No. 808160, B Company. 

Jack Bowling, Ladner, B.C., sends his regards to all friends. 

Stan Bath, Box 436, Wainwright, Alta. 

Teddy Locke, D Company, now 68 years and still going strong. 

A. J. Lunt, 809033, C Company, R.R. 1, Saanichton, B.C., works 

at Patricia Bay Airport, sends best wishes to all 49’ers. 

J. F. Dickinson, 433209, still lives at Entrance, Alta., and sends 

best regards to all troops. 

 
 

OUR THANKS TO THE JOURNAL 

The many pictures appearing in this issue indicate the 

generosity of the Edmonton Journal in their cooperation by 

loaning cuts for publication. We are grateful to the Journal for 

the help they give the magazine committee. We also thank all 

those who assisted in the publication of our magazine. 

Do not forget the Advertisers when making your purchase 

as the “sinews of war” are mainly received through their 

patronage. 
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In ever living memory of the officers, non-commissioned officers and 

men of the 49th Battalion, The Loyal Edmonton Regiment, who were killed 

in action, or died of wounds received in Belgium and France during 1914 to 

1918, also those in the Mediterranean area and Europe areas 1939- 1945; 

and to those who have since passed on, mainly due to the ravages of war 

service. 

“These men were victorious in death.” 
 

Major James McQueen, M.C. 

Funeral services for Major James McQueen, M.C., of 10542 - 

129th Street, who passed away February 21st, were held on Friday, 

February 23rd, at First Presbyterian Church. Rev. Edwin J. White 

officiated, and interment took place in the family plot in the 

Edmonton Cemetery. The pallbearers were: David Ritchie, Alex 

Frame, G. D. K. Kinnaird, George Beaton, A. M. Reid and Lt.-Col. 

P. M. Debney. He is survived by his wife; one son, J. D. McQueen; 

one stepson, A. L. Petch, and four sisters. His mother predeceased 

him by two months (see L.P. column). 

Jim McQueen, born in Edmonton, was a son of the late Dr. D. G. 

McQueen, pioneer Edmonton minister, and Mrs. McQueen. Before 

the First Great War he worked as an engineer for the provincial and 

dominion governments and also for the C.N.R. Enlisting in the 63rd, 

on arriving overseas he joined the 49th and saw service with the B 

and D companies, being company commander of the latter company. 

He rose to the rank of major and was awarded the Military Cross for 

his fine leadership and valor in action. 

On his return to Canada, Major McQueen was associated with the 

Soldiers’ Civil Re-establishment Board until 1920. He was a district 

engineer at Hanna and Red Deer for the provincial government and 

in 1938 was made chief maintenance engineer, supervising work of 

the district engineers all over the province. 

Jim was one of those war-time soldiers who answered the call of 

their country and made a valuable contribution to the success of that 

service. He was one of the officers who made a friend of his men and 

could come down to earth in his direct relationships with them. His 

place in our affections will ever remain but his passing means another 

gap in the ranks of our dwindling forces and a need to keep green our 

contacts with those who remain. 

May his family find solace in the thought that he was liked by his 

men “for his was a good work”. 

Dennis “Dan” Collins 

Funeral services for Dennis “Dan” Collins of 10219 - 95th Street, 

were held from Foster and McGarvey’s Chapel on Tuesday, February 

27th, at 1:30 p.m. Dan died on February 23rd. Rev. J. McVety 

officiated and interment took place in Beechmount Cemetery. The 

pallbearers were all members of the 49th Assoijiation. Dan was one 

of the best-known members of the 49th and served from beginning to 

the end of the battalion’s service in the First World War, for the most 

part on H.Q. He had continued serving the association and had a 

special job at the banquet which was ably administered. Dan was also 

well known in his job at the local Post Office where many of his old 

pals stopped to chinwag with him. He is survived by his wife to whom 

we extend our deepest sympathy. 

Spencer H. Tuck 

A memorial service was held in Christ Church, Anglican, at Pouce 

Coupe, on Sunday, February 25th, for Spencer H. Tuck, who died at 

Nogales, Arizona, while on a holiday trip through the southern States 

and Mexico. Spencer was one of the first five white settlers in the 

district trekking over the old Edson Trail in 1912. He answered the 

call to the colours in 1914, skiing and snowshoeing out to Edmonton 

to join the 49th. He served in D company and H.Q. until 1918. He 

returned to the Peace River in 1919 with his bride and settled in the 

Riverside area where he was prominent in many organizations. The 

service was conducted by Rev. A. Fletcher, with Rev. A. Sergent 

assisting. The-lesson was read by Mr. J. Wilcox, chaplain of the 

Masonic Lodge. Last Post and Reveille were sounded by Trumpeter 

J. Monday, of Legion Post 141, Dawson Creek. He leaves to mourn 

his loss his widow, Esme, of Pouce Coupe, and three sisters. Spencer 

was one of those men who contributed so much to make the 49th the 

kind of a “family” unit it became and continued to be in its service 

and later in civvy life. 

Charles Johnson 

Following services in Leyden’s Chapel of Remembrance in 

Calgary, at which Canon W. H. Morgan officiated, Charles Johnson, 

“Charley Yonson,” who died February 12th in Colonel Belcher 

Hospital, was buried Thursday, February 15th, in the Field of Honor, 

Burnsland Cemetery. We are indebted to Dave Irons for the above 

information. In his letter Dave has a rather sad complaint to make He 

says, in part, there wasn’t a 49’er in the pallbearers and we were left 

standing when the funeral left the parlors. Maybe we have ourselves 

to blame and I will try and get two or three together and see if we can 

do anything about it, so far as Forty- Niners are concerned. Editor’s 

note: It is too bad that the Calgary Branch is not functioning as well 

as it used to do, if it were, we feel sure that the unfortunate occurrence 

in regard to Charley’s funeral would not have happened. Charley 

Johnson was one of those staunch soldiers who was a solid rock when 

in the line, but a pebble in the shoe of authority when out at billets. D 

company was proud to claim Charley although all the battalion knew 

this fine Swedish Canadian. 
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Harry Howard Magee 

The many friends of Harry Magee, No. 432234, will be sorry to 

hear of his death which occurred in Shaughnessy Hospital June 1st, 

at the age of 58 years. Harry was born in Moncton, New Brunswick, 

November 15, 1892, and enlisted January 4, 1915, being posted to C 

company and received his discharge March 26, 1919, after suffering 

indifferent health during most of his service overseas. During the past 

few years he had spent much time in and out of hospital undergoing 

treatment. 

Funeral services were held June 5th from Harron Bros. Funeral 

Home, with Rev. G. Turpin in charge, with interment in the Field of 

Honour, Mountain View Cemeterv. The following comrades from 

Post No. 16 of the Canadian Legion acted as pallbearers: W. Eaton, 

J. Eaves, E. Kennedy, M. M. Lamb, A. Maclnnis, R. McClellan. The 

following friends also attended the funeral to show their respect to 

the memory of one of their comrades: Harry Bell, Jack Bowling, Jack 

Christie, Charley Dawes, Fred Howell, Alec Constantine, Jock Smith 

and A. G. Rowland. The Association’s wreath held a place of honour 

amongst the floral tributes received. He is survived by his widow, 

residing at 279 East 61st Avenue, Vancouver, to whom we extend an 

expression of our sincere sympathy. 

James Noble Johnson 

Funeral services for Mr. James Noble Johnson of 11805-95A 

Street who passed away on December 31st, 1950, were held on 

Wednesday, January 3rd. Rev. M, A. Johnson and Rev. R. R. Hinchey 

officiated, and interment was made in the Beechmount cemetery. The 

honorary pallbearers were members of the 49th Battalion, and the 

active pallbearers were members of the Canadian Legion. He leaves 

to mourn his loss his loving wife, one son William, one daughter, 

Mrs. W. Diggins of Edmonton, two brothers, Robert and John and his 

mother who has passed away since then, (see Last Post). Jock Smith, 

B Coy., 49th, is an uncle. Jimmy, to those who were at the picnic last 

year, was taken ill after pulling in the tug-of-war for his company. 

Harold Joseph Haight 

Funeral services were held on Wednesday, July 11th, for Harold 

Joseph Haight, aged 64, of 10625 100 Ave., who passed away on July 

7th. Rev. M. A. Johnston officiated, and interment took place in the 

Soldier’s plot in the Beechmount cemetery. He is survived by his 

wife; one son, Alex Haight, with the RCAF at Rivers, Man.; one 

daughter, Mrs. Ted Kelly of Edmonton; three sisters in Canada and 

three grandchildren. Harold died suddenly after suffering a heart 

attack. From 1925 to 1942 he was forest ranger and fish inspector at 

Slave Lake. Later was provincial game inspector in Edmonton. He 

served with the 49th in the first War and was known as a very staunch 

soldier and a friendly comrade to all. He held a life membership in 

the Association. 
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Albert Arthur Jennings 

It was with a real sense of shock that we learned of the sudden 

death of A. A. “Bert” Jennings, No. 432342, late of Duncan, 

Vancouver Island, which took place January 7th in his 70th year, 

from the effects of a heart condition. Bert had made a special effort 

to attend this year’s banquet and had appeared to be in good health 

and thoroughly to have enjoyed the evening. He returned to his son’s 

home in the city for the night and passed away peacefully in his sleep. 

It is nice to know that he spent the last few hours of his life in the 

congenial company of his old comrades with whom he was always 

popular. Bert enlisted January 5, 1915, and was placed in No. 2 

platoon, A company and served throughout the war, receiving his 

discharge August 5, 1919. 

Funeral services, with Rev. H. Pearson officiating, were held 

January 9th from Central Park Funeral Home with interment in the 

Field of Honour, Mountain View Cemetery. Comrades Jack Bowling, 

Alf Willis and Fred Craig assisted as pallbearers and the following 

also attended: Harry Arnold, C. W. A. Dawes, A. M. Jones and A. G. 

Rowland. He is survived by one son, Harry of Vancouver, and two 

daughters, Mrs. Ivy Noonan and Miss Alberta Jennings, both of 

Duncan, besides three sisters in Alberta and one in Armstrong, B.C., 

and two brothers in Alberta. Bert had a great capacity for friendship 

and everyone in turn liked him. He was familiarly and affectionately 

known to everyone in the battalion as “Bert”. He will be widely 

mourned and the sympathy for his family will be deep. 

William Cumming Skinner 

Readers of this magazine will regret to learn of the passing of 

William C. Skinner, No. 432273, late of No. 727 Goldstone Road, 

R.R. 14, New Westminster, who died from the effects of a heart 

condition June 1st, at the age of 61 years. 

Comrade Skinner enlisted January 5, 1915 and was posted to B 

company. He was severely wounded at Regina Trench in October 

1917 and received his discharge in 1918. He had been a popular 

member of our Association across the years and a regular attendant 

at our annual gatherings - we shall miss him indeed. 

Funeral services, with Rev. G. Turpin in charge, were held June 

4th from Mount Pleasant Funeral Home with interment in Ocean 

View Burial Park. Comrades J. Bowling, R. B. Deacon and M. A. R. 

Howard assisted as pallbearers and the following also attended: Harry 

Arnold, C. W. A. Dawes, Fred 

Howell, Harry Bell, Jimmy Peterson, Jock Smith and A. G. 

Rowland. The large number of friends and associates attending the 

funeral and the beautiful flowers received - including a wreath from 

our Association - testified to the high esteem in which our friend was 

held in the community. 

He is survived by his widow; two daughters, Mrs. T. Balkwill and 

Mrs. A. McCormick, Vancouver; three grandchildren; also, five 

brothers and one sister. The sympathy of our members is extended to 

the bereaved family. 

His Honour A. U. G. Bury 

Funeral services for His Honour A. U. G. Bury were held on 

Tuesday, April 3, at Howard and McBride’s Chapel. Rev. W. T. Elkin 

officiated, and interment was made in the family plot in the Edmonton 

Cemetery. His son Major Bury was killed in Sicily whilst leading his 

men in one of the earlier actions of that campaign. For his courage in 

this action, he was posthumously awarded the Distinguished Service 

Order. 

Mrs. Catherine Robertson McQueen 

Funeral services for Mrs. McQueen, widow of Rev. Dr. D. G. 

McQueen, who- passed away on Dec. 29th, 1950, were held at the 

First Presbyterian Church on Saturday, December 30th. Rev. E. J. 

White and Rev. John Kellman officiated, and interment was made in 

the family plot in the Edmonton Cemetery. Dr. McQueen died in 

Edmonton in 1930. A son Alex died overseas in 1916 during the First 

World War. Another son, Prof. Robert McQueen, died in 1941, and 

Major McQueen died two months following his mother’s death. (See 

Last Post.) The McQueen’s were an Edmonton pioneer family, 

coming to this district in 1890. 

Mrs. Kate Anne Wilson Kinnaird 

Funeral services for Mrs. Kinnaird of 10432 - 127th Street, widow 

of George Johnston Kinnaird, who passed away Jan. 11th, were held 

on Saturday, Jan. 13th, at Howard and McBride’s Chapel. Rev. 

Edwin J. White officiated, and interment took place in the Edmonton 

Cemetery. She is survived by one son, Kenny Kinnaird, 49th, 

Edmonton one daughter Mrs. George Russel Barker of Vancouver, 

B.C. One of Edmonton’s original pioneers, she had spent most of her 

91 years in Edmonton, which she knew from the days when it was 

still a Hudson’s Bay Company trading post. That was in 1887. Mrs. 

Kinnaird gave birth to the first white child ever born in Athabasca 

Landing. She had four children, but two of her three boys died 

overseas in the First World War. Kenny was the child born at the 

’landing. 
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Mrs. Margaret Noble Johnson 

Funeral services for Mrs. Johnson, 11805 - 95A Street, were held 

at the Erskine United Church, Tuesday, April 3. Rev. R. R. Hinchey 

officiated and interment was made in the Edmonton Cemetery. Mrs. 

Johnson was predeceased by her son James who served in the Loyal 

Edmonton Regiment. Her brother “Jock” Smith served in the 49th. 

Mrs. H. Williamson 

Mrs. H. Williamson (nee Dorothy Ockendon formerly of 

Edmonton) passed away at Nanaimo, B.C., on March 14th. She is 

survived by her loving husband; one stepson; seven brothers, of 

whom Ted served with C company, 49th, in War I. Interment took 

place on March 19, at Nanaimo, B.C. 

Mr. Frank Ernest Keen 

Funeral services for the late Mr. Keen of 10706 - 81st Avenue, 

who was knocked down on a city street and passed away later in 

hospital, were held on Wednesday, January 24th, at Holy Trinity 

Church. The Rev. Canon W. M. Nainby officiated and interment took 

place in the Soldiers’ Plot in the Beechmount Cemetery. Keen 

belonged to the 51st but had paid dues to the 49th Association for 

years as he knew so many men who enlisted in the 51st and then had 

been transferred to the 49th. 

Mrs. Dawes 

Funeral for Elizabeth Horner Dawes, 80, wife of John Wesley 

Dawes, and a pioneer resident of Maillardville was held from Mount 

Pleasant Chapel March 7th, with Dean Cecil Swanson officiating. 

Burial was made in Mountain View Cemetery. She is survived by her 

husband; sons Charles W. A., Vancouver, and Leonard C., 

Edmonton, both of whom served with the 49th, and Len with the 1st 

Bn. L.E.R. 

Henry Hutchison Templeman 

On June 13, aged 66 years, H. H. Templeman of 11416-95A 

Street. He is survived by three brothers, Thomas and Robert of 

Edmonton, and Matthew (Matt) of Wetaskiwin, Alta., who served in 

the 49th. Funeral services were held on June 16th. Rev. R. R. Hinchey 

officiated, and interment took place in the family plot in Mount 

Pleasant Cemetery. 

Re-elected Provincial President 

At the Provincial convention of the Alberta Command of the 

Canadian Legion held at Lethbridge in June, George E. Gleave was 

re-elected president. He will serve for a two-year term. 

 

Vimy Recalled After 34 Years 

Edmonton’s returned men celebrated Vimy Ridge last April 9 

with parades to the Cenotaph and concerts and smokers at the unit 

H.Q.’s. It is fitting that within the turmoil of this world’s mad 

thrashing we should still keep green the memory of those other days 

when in the turmoil of the attack men flinched in spirit but never in 

purpose and made their sacrifices for a peace that mad men seem 

disposed to despoil. We, however, in these periods of remembrance 

can think of the staunch men we knew and thank God for the “touch” 

of their nearness in that time of stress and gain strength to look 

forward to better days to make these sacrifices bear their legitimate 

fruit. 
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News from The Ladies 

Miss Gladys Potts, Stockport, England, received and enjoyed the 

January issue of the magazine, especially the article by Norman Cook 

whom they have met personally. Their long dreary winter was over 

by March and the crocuses and birds were out to greet the sun. Her 

one remaining brother was at this time of writing enjoying a visit with 

relatives in the warmth of a Johannesburg sun. He may one day visit 

Canada again for he was out here for a time with his brother Cyril, 

killed with the 49th in the First War. We thank Miss Potts for her 

acknowledgment of the Forty-Niner. 

Mrs. “Mum” Kempston in her letter to the Editor is hoping some 

of the Boys get over for the Festival of Britain and also wishes to be 

remembered to any who knew her and mentions Ted Horton, Frank 

Petley, Wilf Moreau and Col. Stillman. Their local Legion branch 

held their “Night of Memories” in February when the Roll of Honour 

was rededicated. 

31st Battalion Annual Meet 

Tom Lister was re-elected president of the Edmonton branch of 

the association at the 16th annual banquet last May. Col. Stillman, 

who served in the 31st in War I, was the main speaker. A presentation 

was made to Sam Rees, who celebrated his 76th birthday about the 

time of the dinner. He is a veteran of the Boxer Rebellion (China, 

1900). He served as a sergeant in the 31st. 
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MAJOR J. A. DOUGAN M.C. and Bar 

During his service with the Loyals, Major Dougan won the 

M.C. at Hill 736, in Sicily, and was awarded the Bar at Ortona, 

Italy. He was also mentioned in dispatches on several occasions. 

On his return from overseas he attended the University of 

Alberta and won a Rhodes Scholarship, which entitled him to two 

years study at Oxford. 

On completion of this course, he entered government service 

in Ottawa. 

Johnny Dougan, 30, is the son of Mr. and Mrs. J. Dougan, of 

8526-89 St., who recently received word of his appointment as 

diplomatic secretary to the Canadian Ambassador to Erin. 

He was accompanied by his wife and two children, Elizabeth 

and Maureen. 

We all wish Johnny the success he deserves in his new 

appointment. 

 

 

 



Jul 1951    No. 53             THE FOURTY NINER 
 

Page 43 of 48 
 

 

 

 

Noticed in the News 

A photo in the Journal showed Col. W. T. Cromb, retiring 

president of the Kiwanis Club, being presented with a silver tea 

service by the incoming president of the north side club, President 

Lew W. White. In another photo last January, the Colonel was seen 

welcoming, as district administrator, the minister of veterans’ affairs 

in the federal cabinet, 39-year-old Hon. Hugues Lapointe, who was 

on a tour of the district’s veteran facilities. 

Rev. Bailey Named President 

Rev. E. J. Bailey, minister of First Baptist Church, was named the 

first president of the newly- formed Edmonton and district council of 

churches, it was announced in April. The 5-member council created 

from ministerial and lay representatives of 10 city churches and 

religious organizations had been under formation for almost a year. 

It aims to express the fundamental unity of Christian churches, to 

provide an agency of common planning and to serve as a 

representative of the Canadian Council of Churches. Rev. Bailey was 

chaplain of the Eddies during the battling in Italy. 

Brig.-Gen. Wells Change of Address 

In sending his change of address the brigadier writes to thank the 

association for sending along the magazine, and he feels a personal 

as well as a general interest in it for so many of the members are 

known to him. He feels, also, that it must count for a great lot in the 

life of the regiment. New address: The Cedars, Nightingale Road, 

Guildford, Surrey. 
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How Many Chaplains Did We Have? 

This question of the number of chaplains the battalion “suffered” 

during the First World War was asked of this office a few months 

ago, and we dug into the files, etc., and came up with these. If you 

are certain of any errors or omissions, or mistake in dates we would 

be pleased to hear from you. Capt. Ball, 1915, relieved by Capt. 

Buckland in England, 1915, but Capt. Ball was later with the 

battalion in 1915, and was wounded at Ypres; 1916? Capt. 

MacNamara; 1917? Capt. Stephenson; 1918, Capt. Whittaker. 

Alf Gould’s House Burgled 

Alfred was the victim of a splurge of burgling in the city during 

last March. Returning home at noon with his wife and walking 

around the back of the house the burglar escaped by the front. The 

Goulds found a cash box with part of the contents removed but $30 

still remained. Gould did his service with the Loyals. 

Mrs. Parker Honoured 

For the first time, the Canadian Corps Association has awarded a 

woman an honorary membership in its ranks. The honor rarely given 

to non-veterans, was given to Mrs. 0. G. Parker of 11117-125 St. 

During the past 14 years Mrs. Parker has been making beautiful floral 

wreaths for the organization. These take her about five hours each to 

create. She estimates that more than 250 have resulted from her 

labors. Mr. Parker served with the Royal Northwest Mounted Police 

in the First Great War and her son in the Loyal Eddies, War II. 
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EX-LOYALS FIGHT WITH PATS IN KOREA 

 

   
MAJ. H.D.P. “Pat” TIGHE MAJ. JACK GEORGE MAJ. VINCE LILLEY 

An Edmonton-born soldier who served with the Loyal Edmonton Regiment during the last war, Maj. H. D. P. “Pat” Tighe, has been named acting 
commander of the 2nd Battalion, Princes Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry, in Korea. Maj. Tighe, son of the late R. D. Tighe, one-time Edmonton lawyer, was 
placed in command of the battalion when Lt.- Col. J. R. Stone suffered an attack of smallpox and was evacuated to, Japan. Maj. Tighe served in the Sicily 
campaign where he was awarded the Military Cross for gallantry. The other two Edmonton officers in the Princess Pats led companies into action last February 
as the battalion was moved into mined areas deserted by enemy troops. While the battalion had not yet been assigned battle positions they were in close 
reserve and ready for pitched action at short notice. 

 

19th Dragoons Hold 33rd Meet 
Col. F. C. Jamieson, one of the original squadron commanders of the 

regiment in 1906, outlined their history at the annual meeting last 

February. Robert Belcher, father of Percy Belcher who was killed» with 

the 49th in France, was the first colonel. The late Billy Griesbach also 

commanded this regiment. Col. Jamieson said the 49th Battalion grew 

from one squadron. 
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36th ANNUAL REUNION BANG UP SHOW 
Four hundred members of 49th Battalion Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment Association happily reminisced through two wars at the 

Mac’s main dining- room Saturday, Jan. 6. 

The years have not dimmed our annual get together for this year’s 

was one of the loudest and happiest held yet. 

Old battles were fought, and old scrounging expeditions 

remembered and time did nothing to spoil the quality of the yams. 

Old comrades of both wars separated by many miles made the 

most of this opportunity to meet once again in that fondly 

remembered atmosphere of comradeship. Common pleasures took 

the place of common dangers and civvy life was left behind for 

younger lustier days. 

The opening reception was held on the mezzanine floor where the 

regimental band played a concert of band music. 

To begin the dinner, Association President E. B. Wilson led a 

grand march into the main dining room, heralded by two regimental 

pipers in swinging kilts. 

Proposing the toasts to the regiment was the Very Rev. Michael 

O’Neill, now Archbishop of Regina. Present regimental commander, 

Alan F. Macdonald replied to the toast. 

Maj. L. F. Dawes toasted sister regiments to which Sam Campbell 

replied. A toast to the City of Edmonton by J. C. Jefferson was 

answered by Acting Mayor William Hawrelak. 

Several speakers made reference to the fact that the Loyal 

Edmonton Regiment had supplied the commanding officer to the 

Second Battalion P.P.C.L.I. now preparing to enter the battle of 

Korea. The officer, Lt. Col. “Jim” Stone was one of the commanding 

officers of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment during the Second Great 

War. Mention was made of several other “Edmonton’s” who had 

joined the special force. 

J. C. Jefferson, newly appointed civil defence coordinator for 

Edmonton, spoke of the important role “old soldiers” could play in 

Civil Defence. 

A telegram from Mayor Sidney Parsons, an ex-49er, now 

recovering from illness in Tucson, Arizona, was read to members by 

association secretary, A. J. Hidson. 

During the dinner, Griesbach’s Sword lay in a place of honor 

before the president at the head table. At the end of the banquet, it 

was borne out by Lt. Col. Kenneth Kinnaird, accompanied by the 

pipers. The sword, presented to Gen. William Griesbach, founder and 

first colonel of the 49th, by the citizens of Edmonton at the end of the 

first war, was given to the association by Mrs. Griesbach upon the 

general’s death. 

After a short entertainment, members retired to their “company” 

rooms to proceed with the annual reunion. 

 

BANQUET NOTES 

Dave Irons, Tommy Coroon, Red Telford and N. Campbell up 

from Calgary talking to old friends and enquiring for the absent ones. 

Tommy was concerned for an old pal of D Company, Charley 

Johnson, then in the Convalescent Home at Calgary, but since 

deceased (see Last post). 

“Nelly” Nelson of Clyde is still as lively as ever, but was 

mourning the passing of his Beret, MOTHS! 

Tommy Sehlin of Wetaskiwin, B Company, 1st 

Bn., telling of his attempt to enlist for Korea, and of his brothers 

success. Jimmy Sehlin, B Company PPCLI, in Korea and Ross Sehlin 

now in RCASC. 

Dave Irons, proudly stating his grandson was carrying on tradition 

of military service, Dave 1st War, his son 2nd War and his grandson, 

Bill Steele 2nd Class Petty Officer in the Navy at Korea. 

Ferguson of Deville, tickled pink as usual at meeting all his old 

cronies and trying to persuade the corresponding secretary to go 

down to Harry Smith’s to tail off the doings. 

Dave Barbour, still looking down his nose at the smaller fry, up 

from Winnipeg and being escorted around by Bob White, or was it 

the other way a- round. 

McCloy from Busby, enjoying things in his usual jovial way, and 

talking them over with his 1st Bn. friends. 

E, F. Guest, rosy faced and chummy, laughing his way amongst 

the crowd to wish as many as possible the compliments of the season. 

Harry Smith arranging for his clientele to visit his domicile to 

refresh their memories, etc. before parting for home in the wee sma’ 

hours. 

Many other after hour parties were being arranged one could see 

by earnest talk and hand wagging that was going on around the 

banquet room. 
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