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EDITORIAL - MORALE 
“Morale is the intangible spirit of any body of men or women. 

Like courage, it’s a state of mind, a mixture of emotion and reason. 

High morale means that every individual in a group will work - or 

fight - and, if needed, will give his last ounce of effort in its service. 

Now, for a man, especially an intelligent man, to feel and act like that, 

his morale must have certain foundations - certain things on which it 

is solidly and firmly based. These foundations are, I think, first, 

spiritual, then mental and lastly, material. I put them in that order be-

cause that, I believe, is the order of their importance.” 

The foregoing words are not culled from a military textbook to 

define “morale”, but they do emanate from a well-known and brilliant 

General of World War II - to be precise - General Sir William Slim, 

British Army. 

This statement so aptly describes what “Forty- niners” in the two 

World Wars strove to attain to in the course of their military training 

and carried through to the battlefield with pronounced success. That 

much is written into Canadian history. 

It is to be observed, however, that this description of morale is not 

alone applicable to military matters but is equally applicable to our 

civilian life, whether as individuals or acting collectively. When we 

meet together - as many of our members as are able to do - twice, at 

least, during each year, once at the banquet table in January and once 

at our Parade and Picnic in July - we find that this “high morale”, 

based on those sure foundations set out above, has served to foster, 

amongst others of its virtues, a lasting camaraderie which time and 

distance appears rather to strengthen than to weaken. 

To the “Forty-niners” of World War II this was made apparent 

very early on in that war. At the Prince of Wales Armouries in 

November of 1939 the “Old Guard” turned out in their numbers to 

meet and to intermingle with the “New Guard”; again, shortly after- 

we arrived overseas and were settled in at Cove Barracks, the “Forty-

niners” of World War I resident in the British Isles, converged on 

those Barracks - many of them from such far away points as Bude, 

Cornwall, and Edinburgh - to meet with the “Young Forty-niners”. 

But, apart from this phase of a state of “high morale”, how do we 

apply this condition to our everyday life? 

It seems to the writer that it is to be applied, in particular, to the 

preservation and jealous guarding of those causes of freedom and 

justice for which, in two Great Wars, we have stripped off our 

“civvies” and donned a uniform, to defend. 

For some years, we, who respect these cardinal virtues, have been 

afflicted by many “isms” propagated in honeyed phrases and with 

considerable gilding of the pill. The least reputable of these “isms” is 

that “ism” which is administered with all the intolerance of the 

totalitarian, from the Kremlin. This is no place to detail all the evils 

and sufferings, the blood purges, the concentration camps known to 

exist, the many five-year plans and so forth which characterize the 

enforcement of 

Communism as practiced in Russia. It is sufficient to point out that 

the aim and ultimate goal of the Kremlin is to impose the teachings 

of Lenin even to the uttermost parts of the earth. It is sufficient to say 

that these teachings are the very antithesis of, and diametrically 

opposed to the principles of freedom, of justice and of tolerance we 

enjoy under the democracies and especially in this fair nation of 

Canada. Yet it seems to be an unassailable fact that we harbour in our 

midst many who directly, or indirectly, assist the aims and objects of 

Moscow. Some of these people doubtless, are prompted, howbeit 

erroneously, by conscientious motives, but many, by the lust for 

power. Unable to attain to leadership by any other means, lacking as 

they do the qualities of leadership, they seek publicity by notorious 

and immoderate statements often, it would appear, inspired by 

Moscow. Under the guise of improving the workers’ conditions they 

insidiously impart a propaganda which strikes at the very roots of our 

freedom. Could they ever attain their ends we should quickly find 

ourselves fettered and in bondage. 

It has been stated that more than ninety persons have been sent 

from Canada to Russia for training in Communist tactics. To quote 

the person responsible for this information: “They don’t care two 

hoots about the labouring man. All they’re interested in is 

overthrowing our way of government and they don’t care who they 

hurt in the process.” 

What then, Forty-niners, is our plain duty in the face of this evil? 

Surely to re-dedicate ourselves to the causes of freedom and justice 

for which our Regiment has fought for twice during the past thirty 

years or so. To shun like the plague, or better still - since we need to 

preserve our sense of humour - to laugh to scorn these smooth-

tongued orators. To cleave to our rich heritage; to strengthen the 

foundations so well and firmly laid by our forbears; to think 

intelligently and unselfishly so that we may not be beguiled by vain 

and false promises of better conditions held out by the velvet-gloved 

hand under which is to be detected, the mailed fist. On guard then for 

Canada and for freedom and justice! And let us not forget that we 

have a perpetuation in the Reserve Army bearing our honoured name 

and numeral. Support it, if not actively, then by encouraging any 

eligible young man to learn such of the arts of modern warfare as may 

place him in a position to act intelligently in an emergency. 

This editorial is not intended as a lecture or sermon, nor is it, in 

its closing phase a recruiting campaign for our Unit in the Reserve 

Army. It is just a chat by one who was privileged and honoured, in 

common with many others, to be in command of the Forty-ninth, and 

who, from the late esteemed General who bore the first command in 

1915, through the gamut of Commanding Officers down to he who 

presently commands our perpetuating unit, bear a strong affection to 

every member of the Forty-ninth family and would, out of that affec-

tion, warn you against those forces which, in the final analysis, would 

demolish our very foundations - those prized and priceless 

possessions - Freedom and Justice. 
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WEDDINGS 

Burkholder - Muckleston 

Wesley United Church was the scene of a pretty ceremony at 

7:30, August 19, when Maxine Isabel, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 

O. Muckleston of Edmonton became the bride of Mr. Wilson R. 

Burkholder, son of Mr. and Mrs. George Burkholder of Victoria, 

B.C. Rev. R. McElroy Thompson performed the ceremony in 

which the bride was given in marriage by her father. She was 

attended by her sister Mrs. Harold G. Winkler as matron of honor 

and Miss Jean Robertson as bridesmaid. The groom’s best man 

was Mr. Merle McKenna. The couple are making their home in 

Edmonton. 

Sewers - Audley 

The wedding took place on Friday, October 21 at 8:00 p.m. at 

Highlands United Church of Kathella Mary Audley, daughter of 

Mr. and Mrs. G. H. Audley to Roy Francis Sewers, son of Mr. E. 

J. Sewers all of Edmonton. Rev. R. Vipond officiated. Her 

attendants were Miss Nancy Rankin and flower girl, Miss Gail 

Couper. Robert Hall was best man. Guard of Honor of Girl Guides 

and Cubs was present. Guides from the bride’s company and the 

Cubs from the bridegroom’s troop. Couple are living in 

Edmonton. 

High - Compo 

In a ceremony performed at McDougall United Church last 

October the Rev. Wesley Bainbridge, united Agnes Helen 

Compo, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Compo of Edmonton and 

Alexander High, son of Mr. and Mrs. David High of Jarvie. 

Bridesmaids were Sylvia Tucker and Fern High. Flower girls were 

Evangeland Tucker and Ruby High. Best men were Earl Compo 

and Norman High. They are residing in Edmonton. 

Main - Hilberg 

In a September ceremony at Central United Church Norma 

Eveline Halberg, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. S. G. Halberg, 

exchanged marriage vows with Robert Graham Main, son of Mr. 

and Mrs. N. R. Main of Clyde, Alberta. Rev. E. H. Birdall 

performed the ceremony. Attending the bride were Miss Audrey 

Moore, Miss Esther Halberg, sister of the bride, and Miss Vida 

Fleeker. William Weir was the best man. Mr. and Mrs. Main are 

now residing in Edmonton. 

Laing - Metheral 

At the Highlands United Church, on Wednesday, September 

7, the Rev. W. T. Young united in marriage Muriel Doreen 

Metheral, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. H. R. Metheral to Douglas 

Stewart Laing, son of Mr. and Mrs. Archibald Laing, all of 

Edmonton. 

Brebner - Hall 

On August 29th, 1949, at St. Augustine’s Anglican Church, 

Vancouver, B.C. the Rev. William Garbutt performed the 

marriage of Marion Keenleyside Hall, daughter of Mrs. 

Keenleyside and the late Mr. E. W. Keenleyside, to Mr. Robert 

Wynne Brebner, son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Robert McKay 

Brebner. 

Waddell - Young 

The wedding was performed on Friday, August 19th, at 

Highlands United Church by the Rev. D. K. Allan of Miss Lillian 

Young, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. V. Young of Ry croft to Mr. A. 

George Waddell, son of Mr. and Mrs. G. W. Waddell of 

Edmonton. The bride’s attendants were Miss Betty Colquhoun 

and Miss Violet Johnston. Mr. Joseph Orr was best man. Their 

home is in Edmonton. The groom’s firefighter friends gave the 

happy couple a ride on the fire rig to speed them on their way. 

Clark - Milne 

A double ring ceremony in Norwood United Church last 

October 21st, performed by the Rev. W. T. Young united Miss 

Dorothy Jean Milne to Mr. H. Ward Clark. The bride is the 

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. B. C. Milne and the groom is the son of 

Mr. and Mrs. H. M. Clark, all of Edmonton. Attending the bride 

were her sister, Mrs. D. L. Metheral as matron of honor and her 

niece, little Brenda Lynn Milne, as flower girl. Best man was Mr. 

W. D. Clark, brother of the groom. Edmonton is the home of the 

happy couple. 

Biglow - Garton 

In a quiet evening ceremony last Fall at Christ Church of 

England, marriage vows were exchanged between Juanita Irene 

Mary Garton and Bombardier Joseph Clifford Biglow. The bride 

chose for her wedding day the fiftieth anniversary of her 

grandparents, the late Col. and Mrs. A. K. Hobbins. She is the 

only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. F. Arthur Garton, and the 

bridegroom is the eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. Biglow of 

Edmonton. Rev. E. S. Ottley officiated at the ceremony. The 

bridesmaid was Miss Lucy Stevenson and best man was David 

Riley of the Royal Canadian Artillery. 
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49TH BATTALION, PRISONERS OF WAR 
Red Cross Contributions made by Pals on Service. Help Augment Meagre Prison Diet 

 

The following list was gathered from the battalion records: and 

apparently is the total number of our boys unfortunate enough to be 

captured by the Germans. 

It speaks well for the fighting qualities and the morale of our lads 

that only eighteen were bagged and none of these willingly. You have 

already had an account of their life whilst under duress written by 

Ben Davison of “C” company, which ran in our magazine. This gave 

a graphic story of what was the ordinary lot of the “common buck”. 

In the No. 26, January issue 1938, Page 14, was a story by the late 

Reg. Henry, which describes the condition of officer prisoners. 

The subscription list is published as a matter of history and 

interest and is only a part of what the boys did to help their comrades. 

We wonder if the diet list looked as good on the table as it does in 

print. The sarcastic ones will of course say, “Oh Yeah!” for they 

always maintained the cooks and N.C.O.’s had first pickings. 

Probably the guards were bribed to leniency, by our P.O.W.’s, with a 

portion of their fare. 

Lieut. H. E. Balfour, Fustenberg. 

100586 Sgt. Alex Lee, Lag. 1, Parchim 1/M. 

160232 Cpl. W. Wilson, Friedrichsfeld Bei Wessel, Stammlager. 

432954 L/Cpl. M. J. Gauthier, No. 3112, Coy. 8, Barr. E. Giessen, 

Hessen. 

100662 Pte. J. L. Endes, Dulmen, Westfalen. 

160061 Pte. H. B. Kisby, Group 4, Barr. 7, Parchim 1/M. 

808473 Pte. J. Monson, Limburg, A/Lahn, Stammlager. 

904834 Pte. D. McDonald, Burnberg, Bayern, Coy. 4, Section 20. 

436564 Pte. J. McIntosh, Filialager 146, No. 100397, Wahn bei 

Coin. 

709608 Pte. Thos. Ed. Styran, Dulmen in Westfalen. 

432330 Pte. P. F. Young, No. 5002, Coy. 2, Stendal Sachsen. 

100315 Pte. T. J. Barber, Dulmen in Westfalen. 

432507 Pte. B. Davison, No. 711, Coy. 7, Barr. D, Det. 3009, 

Geissen, Hessen. 

161001 Pte. J. H. Davison, Barr 32, Det. 204, Friedrichsfeld bei 

Wesel. 

432764 Pte. A. Dunn, No. 714, Coy. 7. Barr D, Det. 3009, 

Geissen, Hessen. 

434377 Pte. G. Ferguson, No. 5607, Det. 1400, Wahn bei Coin, 

Rheinland. 

432762 Pte. J. Jewson, Det. 3009, No. 719, Barr. D, Coy. 7. 

Geissen, Hessen. 

101137 Pte. M. A. Jordan, Group 23, Parchcim 1/M. 

 

Editor’s Note: Anyone knowing the whereabouts of any of these 

men we would appreciate their addresses. We have knowledge of the 

following: Thos. Ed. Styran, deceased; Ben Davison, City 

Telephones, Edmonton; H. E. Balfour, school inspector, Edmonton. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 9th, 1917.  

Secretary, Canadian Red Cross, 

Cocksbury Street, London: 

I have the honour to enclose herewith the sum of £45-10s. 

Will you please devote this Sum for the benefit of the eighteen 

members of the 49th Canadian Battalion, Edmonton Regiment, who 

are at present prisoners in Germany purchasing such articles as, in 

your opinion, they are mostly in need of. 

I will be obliged if you will acknowledge receipt, and also let me 

have an idea of the articles purchased and to whom they are sent; I 

would also like to have as far as possible a list of our men who are 

prisoners in Germany and their present addresses. 

C. Y. Weaver, Major, 

for Lt. Col. Cmdg., 49th Canadian 

Battalion, Edmonton Regiment. 

Major C. Y. Weaver,    17, 11, 17. 

49th Canadian Batt., Edmonton Regt. 

B.E.F., France. 

Dear Sir: I have much pleasure in enclosing receipt for £45, 10s, 

0, most generously contributed by the 49th Battalion for their 

comrades who are in prison camps in Germany. 

I enclose list of the men of the 49th Batt, whom we have on our 

books, with their present addresses. There are, as you will see, 

seventeen. This will make £2, 13, 6, for eleven and £2, 13, 7, for six. 

I enclose circular from which you will see what we are sending, also 

list of contents of some of our parcels. 

I am sure these men will very much appreciate what has been done 

for them by their comrades. 

Yours faithfully, 

Evelyn James Berkeley, 

Canadian Red Cross Society, 

14 Cockspur Street, London. 

Editor’s Note: It will be noticed a discrepancy of one between 

Major Weaver’s and the Red Cross letters. Possibly this was Lt. H. 

E. Balfour who was repatriated to Denmark. 

CANADIAN RED CROSS PARCELS, SPECIMENS 

World War I, up to 10/- value: 4 lb. tea; ½ lb. Sugar; 1 lb. Tin 

Milk; 1 pkt. P.R. Breakfast Food;1 pkt. Ration Meal Biscuits; 1 

Bacon; 1 Mono pot Dripping; 1 tin Pork and Beans; 1 tin Salmon; 1 

tin Jam; 1 tin Camp Pie; 1 Lifebuoy Soap. 

World War II, the following food items, subject to their being 

available, are permitted under the new regulations: 1 lb. dehydrated 

Fruit or Berries; J lb. Dehydrated Soups; 1 lb. Shelled Nuts; 2 lbs. 

hard Chocolate and/or Cocoa; 1 lb. Coffee; J lb. Tea; 2 lbs. Sugar or 

Hard Candies; 4 lb. Chipped Beef; 2 oz’s. Spices; 2 oz’s. Curry 

Powder. 

 

Associations Perpetuated 

BEXHILL, Sussex, England - (CP) - To perpetuate the 

associations made by Canadian troops billeted here during the war, 

Bexhill council has given Canadian names to roads on a town housing 

project. 
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“C” COMPANY 

 

SID PARSONS ELECTED MAYOR 
The first time a 49er has held the office of Mayor of 

Edmonton, since the First World War, was when Sidney Parsons, 

of C company, was returned in the election of last November 2nd. 

He was successful over four other candidates. Another 49er, 

George E. Gleave, of A company was also a candidate, which 

rather put our members in a spot in the voting for the mayoralty. 

However, George also made a good run, especially when one 

considers his aldermanic experience was not as long as his fellow 

49er. 

We congratulate Sid on his election and feel he will carry on 

in the true 49er spirit, and we will have no qualms as to the 

efficient running of the city in these very bustling and topsy-turvy 

times. 

The late Gen. Billy was of course Mayor of Edmonton in the 

early days and others have held the position of acting mayor on 

many occasions, such as Sid Parsons, Alderman Tanner, who 

served with D company, and George Gleave, when he was on the 

aldermanic board. Harold Tanner was up for re-election at this 

Fall voting and we can congratulate him on heading the poll. 

51st Holds Coast Reunion 

Veterans of the 51st Battalion of Edmonton, many of whom 

saw service with the 49th, held a reunion last October in Victoria 

which they plan to make an annual affair. Present at the reunion 

was the commanding officer of the original battalion, Col. R. deL. 

Harwood. Among battalion members present were several well-

known former Edmontonians. Listed as attending were A. 

Aspinall, R. A. Bullock, G. Butler, W. E. Davies, C. Edwards, R. 

Fernyhough, O. Hogan, G. W. Hooper, A. O. Johns, A. C. Lefler, 

J. Morrison, Neil Macintosh, H. Pauls, R. T. Peterson, F. T. 

Rayber, J. C. Tebby, W. Temple and J. Tindell. 
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RED PATCH IN SICILY  
Dispatches by Ross Munro 

The Story of the 1st Canadian Division in Action 
 

(We are indebted to the Canadian Press for the privilege of publishing 

this “on the spot” account of the 1st Division’s initial fighting. - Editor.) 

I regard you now as one of the veteran divisions of this Army, just as 

good as any, if not better. I knew the Canadians on the Western front in 

the last war and there were no finer soldiers anywhere. I wonder what 

they would say to you now if they could speak to you. I think they would 

say something like this: “Well done. We have handed you the sword and 

you have wielded it well and truly.” GENERAL SIR BERNARD 

MONTGOMERY In Sicily, August 20, 1943. 

Huns Amazed at “Red Patch Devils” 

NISSORIA, Sicily, July 27 - (CP) - The Germans now are calling the 

Canadian 1st Division troops fighting in Sicily “The Red Patch Devils.” 

The battle patch worn by the Canadian troops here is a bright red 

rectangle carried near the shoulder. 

One prisoner told a Canadian Officer today: “We see the Red Devils 

coming and we fire our mortars hard. But the Red Patches just keep run-

ning through the fire. 

“I can’t understand it. Other troops we fought lay down and took 

shelter when the mortars fired right on top of them. The Red Patches are 

devils. They keep on coming.” 

THE ROAD TO ROME 

Fifty-nine days after the fall of North Africa, the Allies delivered their 

first invasion thrust back into Europe. The attack on Sicily, greatest 

amphibious operation in history, came three years after the Axis crushed 

France to conquer a continent. It was a brilliant success, leading to Italy’s 

surrender. 

Though the eight divisions defending the island expected an attack, 

the landings were a tactical surprise. The British 8th Army landed on the 

unfavorable south-east tip of the island at Pachino. Five third-rated Italian 

divisions defending the coastal section were caught unawares. A 

Mediterranean gale on the night of July 9-10 made landings seem 

impossible - but it subsided as suddenly as it had come up. 

Assault forces, concentrated in two powerful thrusts, found the 

beaches almost deserted. Airborne attackers threw shore defences into 

confusion. Under massed naval and air hammering, the Italian coastal 

forces collapsed. Within 48 hours the Allied force of 10 divisions - and 

ancillary forces approximating another two - put ashore 80,000 men, 

7,000 vehicles and 300 tanks. 

Strong Rearguard Fight 

German forces of three divisions comprised the enemy’s strategic 

reserve. Violently but unsuccessfully, they counter-attacked the 

American 7th Army driving in at Gela on the south coast, then fought 

their way back to a concentration in front of Mount Etna. Their rearguard 

action on a narrowing front to the campaign’s end at Messina was 

technically almost perfect. 

To the 1st Canadian Division, one of the five British Divisions, went 

the task of cracking the Germans’ Mount Etna line after driving north 

through Sicily’s heat and dust. In the last stages of their fight, they turned 

over a brigade to the British “mystery” 78th Division and took the British 

Malta Brigade under command. With the 78th, which came up from 

nowhere, they executed in front of vital Aderno a manoeuvre as baffling 

as it was effective - a model for tacticians to study. 

Untried in battle, the Canadians ended the 38- day campaign in Sicily 

labelled by General Sir Bernard Montgomery as “one of the veteran 

divisions” of his 8th Army. The “veteran” division was led by 40-year-

old Maj.-Gen. G. G. Simonds, whose senior officers averaged well under 

40. His four brigadiers and three colonels averaged 43, his 31 lieutenant-

colonels just under 37. 

Forming the left flank of the 250-mile wheeling move against the 

Mount Etna line, the Canadians travelled farther and fought longer in 

Sicily than any division of the British force. As they dropped out of the 

line in the closing phase of the operation, General Montgomery said Aug. 

7: “They have had the hardest work of any division because they were 

always on the outer circle of the advance with the most frightful physical 

conditions and ground to contend with . . . Their training in England has 

been invaluable.” 

Canadian Casualties: 2,395 

Sicily cost the Allies 25,000 casualties. Canadian casualties were 2,395 - 

454 killed, 1,783 wounded, and 158 missing. This was 500 more 

casualties than at Hong Kong, fewer than at Dieppe, both operations 

involving smaller Canadian forces. Enemy casualties totaled 167,000 

killed, wounded and taken prisoner. Overall allied sea losses were less 

than 85,000 tons. 

No operation of war was ever reported to the world so fully or so 

promptly. More than 50 war correspondents assigned to Sicily wrote 

from hour to hour what Prime Minister Churchill termed “an immense 

volume of material and of a very high level of quality and accuracy.” 

Through their co-operative association - The Canadian Press - the 

daily newspapers of Canada sent Ross Munro to land with the assault 

troops. From more than a hundred dispatches he filed from Sicily, six are 

selected in the succeeding pages to tell briefly the story of the 1st 

Canadian Division in action. 

On the Beaches . . . 

A total of 54 Canadian, British, Australian and United States war 

correspondents, at least 20 of whom were scheduled to land with troops, 

accompanied the allied invasion forces to Sicily Saturday, July 10. 

The first of these correspondents to get his story out to the world was 

Ross Munro of the Canadian Press who wrote the following dispatch in 

Sicily late Saturday. It reached North America early Sunday morning. 

This is his “world beat.”  

By Ross Munro, Canadian Press War Correspondent 

WITH THE CANADIANS IN SICILY, July 10 - (Delayed) - (CP 

Cable) - Behind an enormous naval-and-air night bombardment the 

Canadians practically walked into Sicily today, meeting very little 

determined resistance on their beaches four miles southwest of Pachino 

on the southeast tip of the island. 

The Canadians smashed through beach defences as soon as they were 

set ashore and the infantry attacked inland, establishing an extensive 

bridgehead which was the Canadians’ initial task in the 8th Army 

invasion plan. 

Some stubborn resistance has been put up by the Italians north and 

west of Pachino, and along other sectors of the front there were heated 

engagements. 
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Order of Battle - 1st Canadian Division MAJ.-GEN. G. G. 

SIMONDS, D.S.O. 

1st Brigade: Brig. Harold Graham, D.S.O., Royal Canadian 

Regiment; Hastings and Prince Edward Regt. (Picton, Ont.); 48th 

Highlanders of Canada (Toronto). 

2nd Brigade: Brig. Christopher Votes, D.S.O. Princess Patricia’s 

Canadian Light Infantry; Seaforth Highlanders of Canada 

(Vancouver); Loyal Edmonton Regiment (Edmonton). 

3rd Brigade: Royal 22nd Regiment; Carleton and York Regiment 

(St. Stephen, N.B.); West Nova Scotia Regiment (Bridgewater, N.S.) 

Royal Canadian Artillery: Field Regiments; Anti-tank Regiment; 

Anti-aircraft Regiment. 

Royal Canadian Engineers: Three field companies; Field park.... 

company (Toronto). 

Royal Canadian Army Medical Corps: Three field ambulances. 

Support Battalion: Saskatoon Light Infantry. 

Reconnaissance Battalion: Princess Louise Dragoon Guards. 

Also: R.C.A.S.C., R.C.O.C., Provost, Postal, Chaplain Services. 

ATTACHED TROOPS 

Armored Tank Force (including Que.-Ont. Regiments.) 

No. 5 General Hospital (Winnipeg). 

Battles to come. 

Big battles probably will come before long, but meanwhile large 

numbers of prisoners are being captured. They have been coming 

back from the front since dawn in batches of 50 to 100 guarded by 

one or two Canadians. 

So far Canadian casualties appear to be very light. On one beach 

where two assault units landed there were only half-a-dozen men 

wounded. 

I landed at 5:15 a.m. today from a naval launch which guided the 

assault infantry to the beach. There was scarcely a shot fired as I 

passed through the wire and the troops infiltrated into the countryside. 

Two companies had got in shortly ahead of us on our beach and 

they and some sappers seemed to have a sharp engagement but broke 

through the weak beach defences in about 15 minutes. 

From about midnight, air forces plastered the Pachino peninsula 

and a terrific series of bomb explosions and the light of burning 

Pachino, set afire by the R.A.F. helped to guide us in. 

The big warships of the fleet stood offshore a few miles and added 

to the din with tremendous salvos that shattered the night. 

It was a most fantastic spectacle to see and hear. Two assault units 

stormed the left sector. So far, I have been unable to find out how the 

Westerners did, but from a cliff top near the main beach where I am 

writing this, with the fleet nearby and landing ships and warships 

spread out in the bay, I can see smoke and hear gunfire some miles 

inland on their front. 

Easterners Land 

Apparently, they are gaining ground steadily with naval 

bombardment support still going on. Other units from Nova Scotia, 

New Brunswick and Quebec landed during the morning and 

afternoon. 

The bridgehead had been established by the time they were sent 

in and they began to march to the front. A supporting group landed 

shortly after the assault units. 

All day long our fleet of landing ships, cargo vessels, and Royal 

Navy ships has been in the bay disembarking men by the thousands 

and discharging vehicles, guns and supplies. 

It is now five in the afternoon and there hasn’t been an air attack. 

It seems incredible that we aren’t bombed but R.A.F. planes are 

continually in our area. The Canadian attack is linked closely with 

British formations. 

(To Be Continued in Next Issue.) 

Gen. Alexander Dies 

A distinguished soldier of two great wars, Maj.-Gen. R. O. 

Alexander, 61, died in Victoria, B.C., last July. Born in Kandy, 

Ceylon, he was first commissioned a lieutenant in the Victoria Rifles 

in 1908 and had been continuously serving his country until his 

retirement in 1945. He was buried at Royal Oak Burial Park with full 

military honours. 
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Note - These are the battles for the latter part of the year, the 

others for the earlier portion are to appear in the July issue. - Ed. 

 

Col. E. R. Knight Retires 

 

Col. E. R. Knight, bursar at the Central Alberta sanatorium 

near Calgary, will retire from the provincial service shortly, 

according to an announcement last August by Hon. Dr. W. W. 

Cross, minister of health and public welfare. The vacancy will be 

filled by the promotion of Donald A. Grant, who has been chief 

accountant. 
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A. K. Madsen Bill English A. B. Clutterham 

 
Madsen President 

A. K. Madsen, 9315 108A Ave., was re-elected president of the 

McCauley Community League last October. He has long taken an 

interest in community activities here and elsewhere and in his present 

position he heads one of the most active community leagues in the 

city. We will wish Madsen success in his community endeavours. 

A. B. Clutterham Retires 

Clutterham, who served with D company, 49th, went into 

retirement last Oct. 15th, after being postmaster of the Town of 

Tofield for 25 years. “Abie” had been mayor of the town for the last 

two years. He came to the west in 1900 from Meridien, Connecticut, 

and on retirement moved to Trenton, Ontario. His community 

interests were varied in both civic and sports activities, for 20 years 

he had served as secretary for the town’s Canadian Legion branch. 

Bill English on Devaluation 

Pound and dollar devaluation is not expected to have an 

immediate effect on Trans-Canada Airlines’ domestic fares. So said 

W. F. “Bill” English, Winnipeg, vice-president in charge of 

operations for Trans-Canada Airlines, when in Edmonton last 

September. He mentioned the progress being made in technical and 

other facilities. TCA is watching development in jet-powered 

transports, but at present is contemplating no change-over from 

propeller- driven airliners, said Bill. After leaving Edmonton he 

attended ceremonies in Lethbridge, which was celebrating its 75th 

anniversary. 

Canadian Ensign Honored in Holland 

Canada’s Red Ensign was honored at Sneek in Holland. The 

townspeople hoist the flag once a year in a ceremony to 

commemorate their liberation by Canadian troops April 15, 1945. 

The first ceremony was held this year when an ensign, obtained 

from Canada’s consulate-general at New York, was raised by 

members of the Maple Leaf Club of Sneek. 

 

“A day like this should never be forgotten,” said the Mayor, “and 

it should be made a day of glad and deep thankfulness in our hearts, 

and, at the same time, give some thought to those who fell among our 

liberators.” 

Before the band played “The Maple Leaf”, the mayor said the 

event will be held each year as a token of international co-operation, 

peace, liberty, and justice. 
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RESERVE UNIT 
Battalion on Parade . . . Lively Cross Country Training 

With ominous rumblings on the Chinese front, and many consuls 

packing their kit bags with more speed than care, and machinists of 

propoganda under the guiding hand of Joseph the Stalin, claiming 

firsts in all things with the exception of 1st Can. Div. and maybe 

Adamapplevich in the Garden of Edengrad, the vast importance of 

Canada’s Reserve Forces, is becoming more evident hour by hour. 

Top Battalion, once again in Reserve Activities is none other than our 

own unit. Once more being accredited with the largest strength, in 

Canada. Many envious groups have tried to determine the reason for 

this fact, and to-date have only come up with reasons such as: Esprit 

de Corps has always been of the highest caliber, the troops are all for 

one, and one for all; and at least ten more obvious reasons. Why one 

unit should have so many outstanding qualities, is hard to determine, 

but may be attributed to their geographical location on the globe, diet 

etc., but more than likely to the fine heritage they have to live up to. 

Was there ever a finer reputation gained than by the originals, or our 

sister regiments? 

C. O. Praised 

As the strength of any seaworthy ship, is dependent 

fundamentally on the keel, and regardless of superstructure, if the 

keel is weak, the ship will founder in heavy seas, so with an army 

unit. The main beam of any unit is the Colonel, and with the 49th, we 

have always been fortunate in having the best. Lt. Col. Bill Cromb, 

on the eve of his retirement has more than often proved his ability, to 

command a platoon, a company or a battalion, both reserve and 

active, and excepting his retirement in the very near future from the 

command of the Reserve, makes one wish that Father Time would 

pull a Rip Van Winkle, and permit the boys a few more years of his 

superlative command. However, things are not as bleak as they look 

for Major Alan MacDonald, now 2 i.c., is reported to be equipping 

himself for the difficult task of filling Bill’s shoes. 

Diverse Manoeuvres 

Unit training during the past year, has gained in momentum, more 

than exacting care was given to weapon training, and winter training. 

The culminating point was reached during the month of August, when 

scheme “Eagle”, had the eyes of all Canada, and the U.S.A, (probably 

Russia too), focused on it. The purpose of this combined army-air 

scheme was to determine whether or not our defence forces were in 

any shape to cope with diversionary attacks, in the Northern strategic 

area. Capt. Bill Stutt, A & T Officer attached to The Loyal 

Edmonton’s, in company with fifty stalwart Eddies, took on the 

strange role of “enemy”, and from all reports gave the “friendlies” 

(P.P.C.L.I.’s) more than their money’s worth, even though out-

numbered ten to one or better. The Pats had only recently completed 

their jump training, and this was their first airborne work out as a unit. 

While the show was planned to be a success for the defenders, the 

enemy made a very significant stand, so much so that the grey beards, 

and sages, in the driver’s seats, scratched their heads more than once. 

The result of this scheme will undoubtedly be reflected, in the Houses 

future appropriations for defence purposes. 

 

Spies Abroad 

Reminiscent of the good old days in Portslade, Shoreham, and 

Worthing, when the “I” section decked a few of the boys out in Jerry 

togs, sending them to all the locals, to pass the time of day with the 

boys off parade, which they did without being apprehended for a 

terrific length of time, so with two paratroopers, who acted as spies 

on “Eagle”. Cpl. Bashand of Calgary, and Pte. Muir of Comeau, 

members of the “I” Section of the Pats. Dressed as civilians, they 

were sent behind the “enemy” (Eddies) lines. For several days they 

had a field day. They got hold of maps, and material on the “enemy” 

position, at the airfield, which was the crux of the air land 

manoeuvres. They “borrowed” a press jeep, and drove some 150 

miles back to friendly headquarters, to deliver it. Bashand stole a 

private’s jacket to pose as a driver. Muir looked as much like a 

reporter as possible, and their deception was good enough to get them 

back through the enemy lines a second time. Posing as civilian 

carpenters, they took great delight in going through a brigadier’s 

room, asking him if his doors and windows were all right. The 

brigadier said they were. They entered the air control tower to sweep 

it out, but someone said the place was clean enough, must have been 

a private, for if any Sgt. that I remember thought a thing was clean 

enough, you could be sure he was off his rocker, or had something 

different than air control equipment in the tower, probably a close 

relative to John Dewar, and feminine at that. Some soldiers who knew 

them spotted the disguise but didn’t bother to report it. So the two 

spent the night before the parachute attack in the Wheatfield. Here 

the attack descended, and they finally reported to their superiors with 

further information. 

New Officers 

During June, four new officers put on sword and buckler with the 

regiment, and a nine yearer Lieut. Roy Campbell, received a 

promotion and transfer to Vancouver. While the departure of any 

personnel of the unit is always hard to take, Roy’s departure was 

made easier with the addition of D. J. Wigham, K. Rogers, W. T. 

Cromb, and C. Petrie. Heritage is very apparent in these boys, and 

Bill and Dave must feel mighty proud to have sons carrying on the 

best tradition. Lieut. Ronnie Game has at last been persuaded to leave 

off his kilts, and whether this persuasion was responsible or not, we 

are glad to congratulate him on his promotion to Captain. 

Changes and Promotions 

A driving and vehicle operation was conducted on a recent 

Sunday, under the direction of Capt. J. J. Hunter. The exercise was 

held in the Redwater area, so recently famed for its oil-bearing 

qualities, and was designed to familiarize the officers and N.C.O.’s 

with road, and cross-country driving and vehicle guidance. There 

were halts after each 20 miles of driving, while drivers were changed, 

the vehicles checked, and lectures were given on maintenance and 

responsibility of personnel. “D” Company at Grande Prairie reports 

the following promotions: L/Cpl. Pivert to Cpl.; and also, Eagler and 

Cooke. Ptes. Brattland, Garnery and Lightfoot to lance corporal. 
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Recruiting still continues and Alex Ursulak of Vegreville has 

been posted to “B” Coy, J. E. Gray to Battalion H.Q. J. Koroluk to 

“C” Coy, B. Wynnychuk to “B” Coy, and A. Wurban of Thorsby to 

“C” Coy. 

The Officers’ Mess committee, is once again headed by Capt. 

Percy Darlington, ably assisted by Maj. H. G. Field, Capt. Flowers, 

Capt. E. H. Pritchard, Capt. J. J. Hunter, Capt. R. Game, and Lieut. 

R. Lilley. 

RSM A. Oldham, after many years of faithful service, has decided 

that the rigors of army life are no longer for him, and in consequence, 

much to the sorrow of the unit, he has now retired - believe me, he’s 

leaving a hard pair of shoes to be filled. However, he still has an army 

connection, that of President and caterer to the Sgts. Mess. 

Historic Bugle Presented 

The latest acquisition to the Regimental Museum was the bugle 

that blew the cease fire for the regiment on November 11th, 1918. 

Col. E. R. Knight, who was adjutant of the regiment at that time, made 

the presentation to Lt. Col. Bill Cromb. This bugle, circumstance 

permitting, will blow the “Cookhouse” at all future Re-Union 

Banquets. Once again it is requested, if you have any souvenir, 

gathering dust, or taking up space in your abode, that will make the 

museum more interesting, please send it in. It will be assured of a 

place of appreciation for years to come. 

Winding up this brief resume of the Reserve Unit’s activities, 

once again it is the wish of all members of the unit, that you and yours 

give all the support, be it physical or spiritual, to aiding in the 

continuance of this outstanding Battalion, that has played such an 

integral part of your lives. 

H. M. (Bob) Turner. 

Battle of Britain Observed 

Church parades, a ceremony at the Cenotaph and a march past in 

which 500 officers and men of the RCAF in Edmonton participated, 

on Sunday, Sept. 18th, marked the anniversary of the Battle of 

Britain, and honored the Canadian and British airmen who gave their 

lives in it. Air Vice-Marshal Hugh Campbell placed a wreath on the 

Cenotaph, while a formation of six RCAF Mitchell bombers flew 

over, dipping their wings in salute. 

MAGAZINE INFORMATION 

Editor, Norman Arnold, who will be pleased to receive any 

stories, news items or other material suitable for our magazine. 

Gratuitously, of course! 

Bert Hidson. Any advertising copy and information regarding 

rates should be addressed to Bert, c/o D.V.A. Bldg., 113 St. and 

Jasper Ave. Bert is our Hon. Secretary. 

Jack Madore, Hon. Treasurer, who will receive your payments for 

advertising and also dues monies. He can also be addressed at c/o 

D.V.A. Bldg. 

Special Note: The deadline for advertising copy and material is 

for the July issue, June 30th and for the January issue, December 

15th. 

Essay Contest Winner 

In an essay competition, “Town planning to meet Alberta’s 

present and future problems,” sponsored by the Alberta literary 

magazine “Stet” in co-operation with the provincial department of 

economic affairs, third prize was won by R. S. Regan, 9755 86 avenue 

a member of the 1st Bn. L.E.R., son of Paul Ragan, 49er. 
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VANCOUVER BRANCH Greetings Extended 
Hearty Seasonal Greetings with every good wish for a Happy, 

Prosperous and Peaceful New Year to all Forty-Niners and their 

Families, where’er they may be, is the sincere good wish of their 

comrades out here in Port of Vancouver, on the shores of the Blue 

Pacific. 

We have experienced a glorious summer at the coast this year, 

with lots of sunshine and balmy summer days and this has been 

followed by a still more enjoyable Indian summer of bright sunshine 

with scarcely enough rain to keep the grass green - and this in 

Vancouver too! In fact, the clamatic conditions have been so 

favourable that our Hospital Parade has almost vanished, most of our 

patients have now regained their health and returned home with the 

few following exceptions: A. L. Bertrand recently went into 

Shaughnessy for further treatment on his war-damaged leg, it is good 

to know he is making progress; Peter Linteris has just come in from 

Langley Prairie for a checkup; L. G. Peppre has been taking the rest 

cure for the past few weeks and we are glad to report he is coming 

along well. Another old timer in Shaughnessy is J. A. Munroe who is 

undergoing a complete overhaul and hopes to be out shortly. Jimmy 

Peterson has had a long stay in Hospital but is home again and 

ordered to “go easy” by his physician - no more “Tug of War” for 

jimmy. Friends will be glad to hear that Harry Magee has returned 

home, although still an out-patient, after spending the summer in 

Shaughnessy. He, too, has been advised to take life easy by his doctor. 

Jacob Stockie also has been spending some weeks in hospital, but it 

is gratifying to know he has now been evacuated; others in the same 

happy category are G. E. Thompson, Fred Howell, Alec Moir, J. Snay 

- all returned home to enjoy home-cooking once more. 

Picnic and Socials Enjoyed 

The Gods of chance certainly smiled upon us on the occasion of 

our annual picnic, which was held under the tall timbers of beautiful 

Stanley Park on a wonderful summer’s day in August. Close upon 

one hundred friends of two World Wars gathered together to re-live 

again those hectic and far-off days. The beautiful weather made 

possible a full programme with frequent pauses for refreshment and 

good fellowship. Several old timers dropped in to enjoy the reunion 

and we were especially glad to welcome some transients from 

Edmonton who happened to be passing in their cars; George Gleave 

accompanied by his wife and daughter, also Jim Morrison and his 

wife, who were holidaying out here. It was good to see these 

Edmontonians. 

And speaking of holidays, reminds us we were delighted to 

receive a visit from R. V. Patterson and his wife when visiting the 

coast, also a call from Col. and Mrs. Steadman, which 'turned out to 

be all too short - still, it was a pleasure to see them. Neville Jones also 

dropped in when out here a few weeks ago as did Tom Grierson and 

his wife. Yes, we were also glad to see Bill Aitken admiring the 

scenery recently. Bill hasn’t changed one iota through the years - how 

do these fellows retain their youthful looks? S. J. Daly (one of the 

tough boys of 14 Platoon) was a welcome visitor recently from 

Abbortsford, up the Fraser Valley. He informed us he was tired with 

the cares and worries of present-day business and had decided to 

retire and relax . . . starting off with a voyage to Australia 

on January 10th to look over the Aborigines! Bon voyage and 

smooth sailing “J.S.” We are always glad to greet old comrades when 

visiting this Evergreen Playground - please remember our address. 

We have staged a few social evenings since last report, and these 

have been most successful and are gaining in popularity as more 

members become acquainted. Our thanks are due to the ladies of the 

Auxiliary for their able assistance in making these gatherings so 

popular and in cementing the close and kindly ties of Active Service. 

Chance Contacts 

In our ramblings round the city, we recently came across Charley 

Waterhouse laden down to the gunnels with a huge sack of His 

Majesty’s Mails, but still smiling, as usual. We also bumped into 

Jimmy Whitelegg holding up the Grosvenor Hotel - the years have 

certainly dealt kindly with Jimmy he just refuses to grow old! Charlie 

Keeler we recently met on a bus, he too, wears well and has lost none 

of his old pep and vigour of those parade-square days. Saw Steve 

Henke the other day at the wheel of a new super-de-luxe streamlined 

delivery truck bearing the insignia “T. Eaton Co. Limited” - both car 

and driver very smart. Fred Craig is one of the busiest men in the city 

just now. He is superintending the building of a hall for the 

Grandview Branch No. 179 of the Canadian Legion - may his 

headaches be few! Bill Soars picked us up a few weeks ago, he was 

just back from a fishing trip to Campbell River where he landed a 

whopping big salmon which tipped the scales at fifty-three pounds; 

not being satisfied with this the next day brought in another Tyee 

which weighed a modest thirty-two and a half pounds only. Some 

fishermen! In recognition of this outstanding achievement, Bill has 

been made a member of that most democratic and at the same time, 

most exclusive club in the sporting world, The Tyee Club of British 

Columbia, and this carries with it the privilege of wearing a 

distinctive gold button. 

Individual Activities 

We hear, via the grape vine, that Louie Donovan recently sold his 

service station and bought a home and there he appears to stay, 

admiring that million-dollar baby the stork presented him with a few 

months back. Another old friend who is busily engaged is Walter 

Hunter, who is assisting putting up a hall for Branch No. 8 of the 

Canadian Legion at White Rock - may his troubles be “like a 

snowflake on the river, one moment seen, then gone forever”. 

Haven’t seen much of Ronnie Ward this summer, rumour has it he 

leads an owl’s life - works at night and sleeps during the day. And 

speaking of birds, reminds us Harry Arnold is spending his leisure 

these days raising budgerigars - the kind that really love! Another bird 

fancier is Percy Knowles whose canaries he guarantees will sing for 

twenty-four hours a day - orders taken on a C.O.D. basis only, please 

note! From birds we naturally turn to gardens and this reminds us Pip 

Muirhead has become quite a horticulturist since leaving the great 

open spaces. He has a model little garden out in Burnaby in which he 

spends all his spare time and recently walked off with most of the 

prizes at the Burnaby Horticultural Society’s Fair. Another ardent 

gardener is Fred Shopland who prides himself in having a weedless 

garden second to none.  
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Yet another enthusiastic gardener since coming to the coast is 

Allan Elliott who spends most of his days on the rock pile - he’s 

making a rock garden out at his Marine Drive home, overlooking 

Strait of Georgia. From garden to golf is merely a stone’s throw, 

and that reminds us a new form of marksmanship now occupies 

Traffic Officer Cecil Paul in his off hours. Cecil was recently 

presented with a matched set of golf clubs by the Canadian Bank 

of Commerce in recognition of his prompt and efficient action in 

connection with a bank hold-up last spring. Don’t see much of 

Billy Hay and Alec Dickie these days, but you’ll find them any 

Saturday afternoon out at some soccer game - they seldom miss! 

Wedding Bells have recently been ringing for R. W. Brebner 

out at Ladner, and also for E. L. Rousseau of this city - hearty 

congratulations and best wishes for the future from all your old 

buddies. 

We regret to record the passing of two ex-members of the 

battalion since last report: Grattan L. Lyons on July 31st, and 

Sydney Cunnington on November 5th. Further details will be 

found in this issue under the caption “Last Post”. 

Roundup of Strays 

For the information of all troops, everywhere, we include a list 

of names and addresses we recently “discovered” and added to 

our register - -just in case you have been wondering where your 

old friends had found anchorage. 

Jack Downing, 461 East 37th Ave., Vancouver Kostis Fotis, 4267 Knight 

Road, Vancouver. 
R. A. Goulet, 817 West Hastings, Vancouver. 

Mike Hornigold, 1750 William Street, Vancouver. 

David Heron, 112 Granville Street, New Westminster. 

F. A. MacPherson, 6985 Quebec St., Vancouver. 

P. W. Rivers, 3261 Napier Street, Vancouver. 

W. E. Saunders, No. 23 - 1091 Broughton, Vancouver. 
W. Thompson, 2593 Grant Street, Vancouver. 

J. C. Wilson, 2473 East 28th Avenue, Vancouver. L. Brandon, 4825 Inverness 

Street, Vancouver. And that, troops, is “thirty” for now. 
J. Brunton, vice-president. A. G. Rowland, sec.-treas. 

 

VANCOUVER LADIES’ AUXILIARY 

Hello friends - Yes, it’s the Vancouver Ladies’ Auxiliary 

reporting once again. 

We have been having our usual winter weather for the past 

couple of weeks - rain almost every day - and yesterday’s gale put 

the Capilano bridge out of commission. But come wind, rain, sleet 

or snow our monthly meetings still continue. 

The garden party was held July 29th at Mrs. Reeves’ home, 

and a basket picnic was held in conjunction with the men’s 

organization in beautiful Stanley Park on August 20th. Our 

Christmas party is to be held December 29th at Mrs. Collin’s 

home, and, needless to say, we are all looking forward to it. 

Our former secretary, Mrs. Hadden, is still on the sick list, but 

we are pleased to hear she is much improved and hope to have her 

back with us soon. 

I’ll close now with best wishes to everyone everywhere. 

Alice Goode, secretary. 
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WHITE ROCK NEWS 
Dec. 1st, 1949. 

I guess it is about time to say, Hello and how are you once again. 

I trust you and all the old gang are still going strong and already have 

your plans well in hand for The Banquet. 

I hope you have a little spot left in your magazine for some “White 

Rock News”. 

Under that heading I must give you the sad news of the passing 

very suddenly of our old comrade Sid Cunnington. Sid, as you 

probably know, was a next-door neighbor of mine out here and we 

became very good friends. We saw one another daily for almost a 

year and a half. We shared odd jobs and had many a long chat about 

the old Battalion. So, you may be sure that we sadly miss him around 

this house. He was to all appearances his usual self on Nov. 3rd but 

on Nov. 4th he took one of his bad spells and was rushed to 

Shaughnessy Hospital and passed away Nov. 5th. I will not give you 

details of the funeral, etc, as our old friend A. G. Rowland will be 

covering that in his Vancouver letter. 

A short time ago we received a letter from Mrs. Harry Bissett from 

Winnipeg advising us that her brother Roy Peppre was in 

Shaughnessy in very bad shape and that his daughter Audrey had 

flown from Toronto to see him, so we went out to see him and were 

very glad to find that Roy was out of danger, and on the mend, but he 

was in a very bad way for some time. I sent a note to A. G. Rowland 

and no doubt our Vancouver Branch will see to it that Roy is not 

overlooked on their regular visits. I have not been back to see Roy 

because I am due to go in myself on Dec. 19th so we will be seeing 

one another again. I hope it will be just a checkup, but my instructions 

are to bring my shaving kit, etc. I am hoping I won’t have to remain 

over Christmas. We have two more 49ers in White Rock since I wrote 

to you last. 

Residents and Visitors 

Stan Thieme is now living here. Strictly speaking he is not a new 

resident, as he had lived here once before, but is now back to stay this 

time. He and I belong to the Lawn Bowling Club and see one another 

often. The other new resident is Harry Griesbach. He is now retired 

from the customs, and has bought a home on Marine Drive. So far I 

have not seen him. I understand from Stan and Mrs. Thieme (who is 

Harry’s sister) that he has been so busy settling down that he has not 

had time to visit around so far. Harry’s family have now grown up, 

and he has a son “Billy” Griesbach in the permanent force, stationed 

at Kingston, so we will have to keep our eye on young “Billy” 

Griesbach. 

“Billy” Tipton is still going strong. I see him almost every day. 

He is looking and feeling very much better than he has for some time. 

I have not seen Stewart Gurr lately, but I know he is still around. They 

live a few miles out of town. Ring Reid I met only once, that was last 

summer. He met Sid Cunnington and me downtown one day. We had 

a chat and he invited us down to see him. I mislaid his address, but 

we knew it was on the King George Highway, so Sid and I started off 

to look him up. We tried a number of houses, but no one seemed to 

know where he lived, so we had to give up. Guess I will have to wait 

till I see him again to get his correct address. 

We had a visit from R. V. and Mrs. Patterson this summer. They 

spent part of a day with us when they first arrived on their holidays, 

and then on the way home came back and spent the weekend. We had 

a nice visit and a trip across to the States. 
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Ask Ralph if he still smokes Pall Mall cigarettes! Also had a very 

short visit from Pete Livingstone. He was visiting relatives here and 

just caught up to me when he was due to leave so we just had time 

for a quick one and it was a case of Hello, Goodbye. See you later! 

Busy Bees 

We have had a busy time here since last August. The Canadian 

Legion decided to build a new Memorial Hall. It is finished now, and 

we had our dedication ceremony on Remembrance Day. We sold 

bonds to finance the building and all we had was a paid building 

foreman, the rest was all voluntary labor. The building is 76x36, two 

story affair fully modern. It has Coffee Bar, game room, club room, 

auditorium; a good dance floor, stage, check room, etc. It has been 

called one of the best buildings in White Rock. 'While under 

construction the local papers were just chuck full of compliments and 

admiration for the Legion members on the job. It was done by World 

War I vets, the younger men were too busy at their daily jobs earning 

a living to give us much or any of their time. However, we hope that 

from now on old and young will have the time to enjoy it. Also 

acquired was 1 acre at the back of the building which is to become a 

park. Sid Cunnington and Stan Thieme did lots of fine work; their 

skill has gone into the building and will remain. You will be 

wondering what I did. Well Norm, I was just the guy that raised the 

money. I was not fit to do much work, so I was given the job of selling 

the bonds. They were all sold long before the building was completed. 

Now I am on Poppy Fund and Welfare work, not very busy but 

something interesting to do. 

All for this time. Best regards to you all. Have a good time. 

Walter Hunter, 

726 Buena Vista Ave.,  

White Rock, Hill Top, B.C. 

Escapes Injury in Plane Crash 

A young Edmonton pilot walked away without a scratch Sunday 

evening, August 7th, from a light aircraft which crashed into heavy 

bush near 118 avenue and 128 street. The pilot was Ronald Liv-

ingstone, 11223 128 street, a CNR fireman and holder of a private 

pilot’s license. The undercarriage, a wing and the propeller were 

damaged as the craft plowed through the trees for about 30 feet before 

coming to a stop. Ronald is a son of Pete Livingstone who served in 

the 49th. 

Waring - Guthrie 

The wedding took place at Holy Trinity Church, November 

17th, of Joyce Viola Guthrie, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. P. J. Guthrie 

and Robert Waring, son of Mrs. Isabella Waring all of Edmonton. 

Robert Waring is the son of Bob Waring, who served in 14 Platoon, 

49th and was killed in the June Scrap, 1916. 
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ANNUAL MEETING 
Col. Bill Stillman Original C.O. of 1st Bn. Elected President - Younger Members Now Assuming More Executive Responsibility - Attempt To Be Made To 

Reduce Length of Meeting - Jefferson’s Report 
 

 
OFFICERS ELECTED AT ANNUAL MEETING 

Acceding to the request of President Jefferson and also his further 

emphasis in his annual report, the annual meeting elected Col. 

William (Bill) G. Stillman to the office of President at the Memorial 

Hall, Sunday, October 23rd. In his report Brig. “Jeff” Jefferson 

stressed his willingness to continue his efforts to assist the association 

but felt there should be a “passing around” of the presidency to allow 

its full talents to be exploited by many members. Jeff has been the 

head of the association for the past three years and is continuing work 

on the executive. We welcome Bill Stillman to the office and feel sure 

we will have a worthy successor to all those who have held this 

honoured position. 

The reading of the annual financial report by Jack Madore showed 

we are in a reasonably sound position in the overall condition of our 

finances, but in the immediate matter of receipts and expenses we are 

not showing to such good advantage. While the impression need not 

be had that we are looking at the bailiffs coming down the road, 

nevertheless, it needs all members to realize the necessity to do their 

share in meeting the expenses of our various functions. 

Arrangements were left in the hands of the executive for the 

banquet. The matter of refreshments being well debated as to the 

amounts of the various fluids necessary for fair and tasty distribution. 

This is apparently always a matter of prime importance with all 49ers. 

The various duties performed by our Hon. Secretary were 

appreciated by the members and Bert Hidson was thanked for his able 

conduct of this position. Work being done which it is not possible to 

present to the members at these meetings. 

Officers Elected 

A committee was nominated to bring in suggestions for the 

various offices and on presentation the meeting elected the following: 

President, W. G. Stillman; 1st vice-president, E. B. Wilson; 2nd vice 

president R. O. Bowen; treasurer, J. Madore; secretary, A. J. Hidson; 

editor, N. Arnold; co-editor, Bob Turner and Barney Olson, J. Goldie 

to assist on committee. John “Mike” Michaels was made honorary 

president. Elected to the eleven-man executive are: Neville H. Jones, 

George Duncan, Arthur McCormack, J. W. H. Williams, J. Hancock, 

Jeff Jefferson, Ed T. Tannous, James Foote, Sam McCullough, 

Laddie Muckleston and George Gleave. 

Members were urged to visit their comrades at the hospitals and 

to not leave this entirely to the visiting committee. A resolution 

followed dealing with the provision of cigarettes and comforts for 

those in hospital. 

The report of the editor on the magazine, which was also reported 

on financially by Jack Madore, shows we are editorially speaking not 

in too bad a way, but need all the help anyone with a flair for writing 

or hard work can give. The issues of the magazines this last year 

showed a profit on No. 48, but a deficit on No. 49, we feel this 

shouldn’t be and hope all members will read an item elsewhere in this 

issue under the heading, “Unauthorized Solicitors”. 
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The Last Post report was submitted by J. W. H. Williams who had 

done his usual efficient work in attending to the requests received for 

pallbearers, etc. 

A message of good wishes was voted to be sent to Earl Hay stating 

the pleasure all felt at his recovery and a hope for continued progress. 

Thanks, Extended 

Ken Kinnaird was thanked for the auditing of our finances and we all 

feel indebted to Ken for this fine work done in the usual 49er spirit. 

Our Hon. secretary was instructed to write thanking the Canadian. 

Legion for the use of their hall and the board room for our meetings. 

All other people whether of the association or not were thanked for 

any help they had given, including the advertisers in our magazine, some 

of whom have been faithful subscribers since the re-commencement of 

its publication. 

Towards the end some discussion took place on the length of the 

meetings. While they are only held annually, the feeling was that the 

executive could perhaps devise some means whereby they could deal 

with a lot of the matters at present placed before the members. This is 

something to ponder over as it may lead to the members feeling some 

things will be dealt with that they would wish discussed. However, it is 

hoped this will be solved to satisfy all. 

Presentation Made 

During the course of the meeting an interesting presentation was 

made by J. “Sandy” Sandilands to the association of a box to hold our 

gavel. This is of interest to us for the material in its construction came 

front Cloth Hall in Ypres. Members showed their appreciation of this fine 

act by making Sandy a life member. 

Air Plan Honoured at Trenton 

Prime Minister St. Laurent last September accepted a Commonwealth 

gift of wrought iron gates as a token of Canada’s part in operating the 

huge air training scheme. The prime minister in accepting the gift, said it 

was “not too much to say that the cause of freedom was saved by the 

young men who were trained in the great network of air stations 

established under that plan.” 

He was preceded by Defence Minister Claxton, who introduced 

Wartime Air Minister C. G. Power, and by Canada’s three partners in the 

air training scheme - -Hon. Arthur Henderson, British Air Secretary: Rt. 

Hon. Francis Forde, Australian High Commissioner, and Hon. James 

Thorn, New Zealand High Commissioner. 

While the distinguished ministers spoke, crack pilots from No. 410 

Fighter Squadron roared overhead in aerobatics and massed RCAF bands 

played. 

Actual presentation of the 21-foot, iron-and- limestone gates took the 

form of unlocking the entrance’s three sections, one section by each of 

the three Commonwealth heads. Prime Minister St. Laurent was 

presented with the keys. 

Musical Club President 

Former Gold Medalist of British Columbia festival, Mrs. L. F. Dawes 

of 10014 115 street, is president of the Women’s Musical Club. A 

soprano, Mrs. Dawes is a former Vancouverite, now teaches voice and 

leads St. Cecelia’s Choristers in Edmonton. She was an executive 

member of the WMC before the war. Len Dawes served with the 49th in 

both wars. 
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REVEAL HEROIC U.K. REGIMENT HELD BLAZING FRENCH CITY 
Turned Back into Fire of Nazis To Guard Dunkerque 

 

ATTACK SUCCESSFUL 

Passed by the British censor, this account by a British military 

correspondent is another of the many hitherto untold stories of the 

great evacuation of Allied troops from Dunkerque. This is an account 

of how a battalion turned, not merely to face the Germans, but to go 

back and hold a town until their comrades could pass to safety. 

London, Aug. 31. - On May 28, a battalion of the Loyal Regiment, 

after taking their share in the B.E.F.’s great rearguard action through 

three almost sleepless weeks of fighting and marching, at last reached 

the sand dunes of Bray, a little to the east of Dunkerque. 

They had marched over 40 miles in the last 24 hours. They now 

found themselves in brigade reserve, facing southeast, with the sea at 

their backs, and before them in the dunes and wet grass fields the 

masses of burning vehicles and stores abandoned by order. Behind 

lay the navy and safety. The Loyals had done their job. 

They were not left to ease and meditation on the day of their 

arrival at Bray. They occupied a defensive position, and while they 

dug-in they were bombed by low-flying German aircraft. There were 

few casualties; the Lancashire soldier, always handy with pick and 

shovel, had by now become a veritable mole. 

The enemy was getting very near and the night of the 28th was a 

night of disturbances and false alarms. 

New Orders 

The Loyals were not worried. Everybody was sure that the 

battalion would embark for home next day. 

It was on the afternoon of the 29th that orders arrived. The Loyals 

were to march to Bergues, “which fortress will be held as a strong 

point on the British right flank.” 

In half an hour the battalion was on the road. Turning their backs 

on the sea, the ships, and the brigade in which they had been since 

Aidershot days before the war, they marched 13 miles to Dunkerque 

and thence southeast under shellfire and bombardment to enter the 

ancient walled city through the Ypres gate. 

The Napoleonic fortress of Bergues was defended by natural 

obstacles. Canals and watercourses. hemmed it in. All the bridges 

had been demolished by the French sappers except the one leading 

from the Ypres gate to the northeast ramparts. 

 

49th IS AFFILIATED WITH HEROIC BODY 

Heroic action of the Loyal Regiment of the British Expeditionary 

Force, told in The Journal 1940, recalled to veterans of the 49th 

Battalion, the unit now perpetuated in the Edmonton Regiment, that 

the Edmonton Regiment is affiliated with the B.E.F. unit. 

A battalion of the Loyal Regiment which distinguished itself in 

the British rearguard action at Dunkerque, turned to face the Nazis 

and hold a town until their comrades could reach safety. 
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The Loyals took over the defences at once, relieving a garrison of 

17 officers and 1,000 men from many units the Welsh Guards, the 

Lincolns, the Royal West Kents, the Royal Warwicks, together with 

gunners, sappers, R.A.S.C. drivers and French troops. 

Some of these were marched in small parties to Dunkerque. 

Others were formed into two companies to act as fortress reserve in 

the old barracks near one of the city gates. 

On the Ramparts 

The Loyals dug-in on the ramparts. The enemy shelled them 

throughout the day and succeeded in bringing mortars close to the 

southern walls of the town. Parties of German infantry were seen 

from the ramparts. 

The next day the bombardment was renewed with increased vigor 

and the mortars brought up during the night did great damage. 

The Loyals spent the day strengthening their positions and 

improving their cover from air observation. 

By now they had given up hope of being relieved. While the 

evacuation of the B.E.F. was continuing, the Germans were 

advancing and were reported to be increasing in strength. 

It was clear that the Loyals were to fight a rearguard action to hold 

the fortress while the navy continued its work of rescue on the 

beaches of Dunkerque. 

So far, they had held their own, but during the second night the 

enemy attack began to intensify. Shelling and mortar fire were 

directed at the centre of the town in the area of battalion headquarters. 

In the 18th-century streets of the town many fires were raging. 

Casualties were heavy and most of the Loyals’ transport vehicles 

were destroyed by the bombardment. 

2 Shot as Spies 

The enemy was inside as well as outside the gates. A Frenchman 

and a Belgian found in civilian clothes in a house opposite battalion 

headquarters were examined by the local French commander and 

afterwards shot as spies. 

The next day brought no respite. By now, the fine church and the 

town hall, as well as many streets of houses, were ablaze. Battalion 

headquarters were destroyed by a direct hit. The commanding officer 

and his staff were fortunate enough to escape injury. 

Loose horses galloped madly up and down the ruined streets. The 

heat of the flames grew so intense that the men on the ramparts 

suffered painfully. 

The Loyals held on unflinching until, when the bombardment had 

reached its peak, they got the order to evacuate Bergues, and to hold 

a line 2 1/2 miles north of the town, through which other troops were 

to withdraw to Dunkerque. 

By now German machine gunners had crossed the canal 1,500 

yards east of Bergues, and under cover of their fire infantry were seen 

to be crossing as well. The orders for evacuation included an order 

for an immediate counterattack on enemy units which had crossed the 

canal. 

They Held On 

Part of the battalion marched out of the town northward towards 

the newly selected position. 

Under severe shelling which caused many casualties, one 

company held the line of the canal and the last undemolished bridge. 

The remaining companies crossed the bridge, deployed, and 

advanced eastwards to the counterattack. The French had inundated 

the country. The Loyals waded through water-logged fields until the 

water reached their waists and sometimes their shoulders. And now 

the German machine gunners caught sight of them. 

The Loyals advanced through the deep water under a raking fire. 

There were not a few casualties. A company commander was 

wounded but refused to leave his men until they could be re-formed 

under cover. 

In spite of the great odds against which it was launched, this 

counterattack achieved success. The Loyals advance and their fire 

from Bren gun and rifle prevented any further crossings of the canal 

by the enemy and enabled the rest of the battalion to continue its 

withdrawal to Dunkerque unmolested by German mobile units. 

The rearguard of the battalion successfully held the canal in front 

of the one remaining bridge by the Ypres gate until nightfall. The 

companies which had counter-attacked the Germans retired at dusk 

from in front of this rearguard. 

As darkness fell Berques could be seen as a glowing ruined city 

of the dead. Yellow-gray columns of smoke rose in the air as shell 

after shell burst inside its walls while a great pall of smoke and dust 

hung over the town. 

There was nothing hurried about the withdrawal to the sea. The 

battalion marched steadily back to Dunkerque, and it was not until 

the crowded state of the beaches and the difficulties of the evacuation 

made control almost impossible that any but wounded men of the 

Loyal Regiment lost touch with their company. 

Change of Address 

Bertram H. Taylor, now of Woolhanger, Parracombe, N. Devon, 

had not received his copy of the “Forty-Niner” so sent along his new 

address. This was the first “miss” in all these years, he said. Bert 

sends his appreciation along to those responsible for the issuing of 

the magazine. 
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DO YOU REMEMBER? 
Furlough in the “Smoke” 

It was in July 1915 that Elmer “Blondie” Jackson and this writer 

went on our first leave from Shorncliff to London to see the “smoke”, 

the King and Westminster Abbey. 

Blondie was in great form. Neither of us had ever expected to see 

such sights, but there we were. We had many an interesting jaunt 

around the Inner Circle, Leicester Square, Piccadilly, Trafalgar 

Square, the Strand, St. Paul’s, the Tower and, from the taxi, 

Westminster Abbey and Buckingham Palace, to say nothing of such 

places as “Dirty Dick’s”, the George and Dragon and the “Coal 

Hole.” Then to Madame Tussaud’s in Baker Street, Petticoat Lane on 

Sunday, the Palladium, viewed the results of the first Zepp raid, to 

say nothing of innumerable pubs and public places. Looking back 

over the years, we must have had a very busy time. 

Treated with Disdain 

It is recalled that with much unmitigated nerve, we, as full buck 

privates, stayed at the Regent Palace, off Piccadilly Circus, and how 

the big brass, as well as incredulous one-star-wonders, looked down 

their noses with glances of disdain and inquiry as to how we had got 

there. We even danced in the ballroom. 

No notes were kept of this, our first trip, but so many things come 

back now of that eventful leave. We gazed with pop-eyed wonder and 

admiration at places and sights we had read and heard about and 

hoped someday to see, and there we were - right in the heart of the 

Empire. Anyone who has been to the Big Town can recall just how 

we would feel on seeing, for the first time, the many sights we did, 

but this story started to tell of the most impressive part of our first 

holiday. 

Busted Wide Open but Still Brassy 

Like most others, we were without funds after a few days, so, 

early one morning, we hied ourselves to the Union Bank of Canada 

in Princess Street, near the Bank of England, to pick up the where-

withal to stay out our leave with a renewed sense of security. It was 

early morning for that part of the city, but we interviewed the 

morning-coated manager, a Smith’s Falls man who, for a fellow- 

Canadian, was a little stiff, we thought. We obtained the necessary 

funds from him, however, on the strength of a cable from Canada, 

after which we went for a stroll - anywhere to walk off the effects of 

the previous night. In our aimless travels in the bank’s vicinity, we 

came on a long queue of people, perhaps two hundred in all, strung 

out from the entrance of an ornate but impressive- looking building. 

This was the first of those tiresome line-ups we had ever seen, but it 

was not the last. We made inquiries as to what it was all about, and a 

typical resident of nearby Bow Bells told us that Lord Kitchener was 

to speak that afternoon in this building, which was the Guildhall, to 

raise five hundred men by voluntary enlistment. 

We had no inclination, or intention, to stand there for four hours, 

so walked off to the side of the building, and came upon a small 

sentry-box, where the sergeant in charge stood looking things over. 

With no trepidation, we asked him how chances were to get into the 

building before the meeting started.  
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He seemed to be thunderstruck at such a request from two brazen 

Canadian privates, but, with all the salve and eloquence we could muster, 

we explained how wonderful it would be if we could only return to 

Canada and tell of having seen the great Kitchener. The sergeant, an old 

soldier, was finally persuaded and told us to return at two o’clock and he 

would let us in through the anteroom, which of course he did. 

Hear the Big Nobs 

This meeting will long live in one’s memory, as it must have in 

“Blondie’s”, until his untimely death in Canada some years after the War, 

for we found a good seat to witness and hear some of the Empire’s leaders 

at the time of Asquith’s “Wait and See Government.” The Lord Mayor 

of London was chairman. The speakers included Prime Minister Asquith, 

Sir Edward Carson, Lord Grey, the Earl of Derby, and many other 

notables before Lord Kitchener spoke, without much force, from his 

manuscript of notes. This was Kitchener’s first and last public appearance 

during his war-time career. 

Hear a Fighting Irishman 

As one clearly recalls now, the most interesting speaker was Sir 

Edward Carson, whose great eloquence and persuasive ability caused the 

most prolonged and vociferous applause we ever heard, either before or 

since. He was being given well-deserved credit at the time for having 

averted civil war in Ireland, where the Ulsterites and the Irish Nationalists 

had consented to bury the hatchet for the duration and join forces to 

prosecute the War. 

Hear Churchill Speak 

After many speakers from a crowded platform had been heard, the 

Lord Mayor announced the meeting would close with the National 

Anthem. We all rose and had sung two or three bars when someone from 

behind him stepped forward and spoke to the chairman, who raised his 

hand, whereupon the singing stopped and the Lord Mayor apologized for 

his oversight in not calling on another speaker, Mr. Winston Churchill. 

At the time Mr. Churchill was more or less in the “dog-house” over the 

Antwerp and Dardanelles exploits, which had gone so badly. Mr. 

Churchill was noticeably embarrassed and at a disadvantage, but only for 

an instant. A chilly atmosphere was momentarily apparent, but after Mr. 

Churchill proceeded in his successful attempt to justify his actions, the 

crowd warmed-up, so that by the time he had finished he was given a 

response which only Englishmen can show to a fighter defending 

himself. 

Many times, later, one had numerous opportunities to recall this 

occasion when, with forceful eloquence and bulldog tenacity, the 

doughty Mr. Churchill gave demonstration of his fighting qualities as he 

swayed and held his millions of listeners. 

One could write reams on our impressions of this, our first visit to 

London, but suffice it to say now that it was packed with much adventure 

and many thrills. Before the War was to end, we were to spend a number 

of leaves in London, and these also were to prove most eventful and 

memorable. 

 - N. E. Cook. 
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Pilkie’s Dad Real Old-Timer 

In a news item in a local paper dated Nov. 4th, and the locale 

Vermilion appeared a photo of Mr. W. P. Pilkie, father of Frank Pilkie 

who was a runner at HQ in the Ypres Scrap. This is a part of what it 

said, “He came with his family from Lindsay, Ont., in 1904, year 

before Vermilion townsite was settled. He and his father, the late P. 

G. Pilkie, who became a police magistrate and died in 1942 at the age 

of 93, rafted 22,000 feet of lumber down the Saskatchewan from 

Edmonton to where Heinsburg now stands. They built the first lumber 

building in Vermilion and operated the first store in the district but 

not in the town. That honor fell to the Stephens brothers. Later Mr. 

Pilkie went into the theatre trade and has been in it for 36 years.” Mr. 

Pilkie has another connection with the 49th. His daughter, who was a 

well-known singer in Edmonton and district, is Mrs. Geo. Hudson. 

Balfour Presides at Ceremony 

New Children’s Room of the Strathcona Public Library was 

officially opened last October when 150 guests attended an At Home 

sponsored by the Library Board. Mayor Ainlay whose speech high-

lighted the occasion was introduced by Chairman H. E. Balfour who 

served with the 51st and 49th in War I. 

Peggy Newland With Skating Sensations 

Peggy Newland, skater with Barbara Ann Scott’s Skating 

Sensations, was met at the station, in Edmonton by her parents when 

the organization was on its way through here last October. Peggy used 

to be instructress for the Federation of Community Leagues. Peggy’s 

parents Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Newland reside at 12317 Stony Plain 

Road. Mr. Newland served with the Signals, War I, and also served 

again in War II. He has been of help to the magazine committee on 

numerous occasions with the collecting of advertising. Later, when 

the Show was fulfilling an engagement in Edmonton, Peggy was the 

recipient of a scroll and flowers for work with children at the 

Kitchener playground this last summer. 

Norway Honours Dead 

OSLO - (CP) - “Norway’s Crown Prince Olav unveiled a 

monument last August to Norwegians who fell on the island of 

Spitsbergen during the Second World War.” It was here that our 

Loyal Eddies thought to have their baptism of fire, but to their disgust 

it turned out to be just another practice with tension added, however 

the expedition was an unqualified success. 
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23RD ANNUAL PICNIC AND CHURCH PARADE 
Weatherman Propitious - Successful Function 

 

Wreath Laid at Cenotaph 

The parade formed up at the Market Square, and marched to the 

cenotaph, where Jeff Jefferson, our association president, deposited a 

wreath. Marching back from the cenotaph, Bill Stillman, who took 

the unit overseas in 1939, and who is this year’s president of the 

49ers, took the salute at the march past. Returning to the Market 

Square, all presents were given copies of the 49er, and private cars, 

buses, provided by Jack Starkey, D.V.A., and Western Army 

Command, loaded to the gunwales with youngsters, picnic baskets, 

husbands and wives, set out with much hilarity to Camp Harris, at 

Winterburn, which is approximately 20 miles from Edmonton. On 

arrival at the camp, Church Parade was held, Rev. Edgar Bailey 

delivering a very fitting tribute to the departed of the unit, and also to 

the good fellowship developed amongst the members of the 

Association. The Regimental Band provided music for the service as 

well as the parade. 

Praise to Caterers 

Needless to say, by this time, many tiny tummies were clamoring 

for food, and larger ones for refreshment. John Michaels, ably 

assisted by several, produced extras to fill any cavities, left unfilled 

from the picnic baskets. It appeared, from the side lines, that an entire 

regiment would be required to consume the copious quantities of hot 

dogs, milk, cold drinks, ice cream, etc. Leaving the sidelines, getting 

in line and munching a “dog” as though two minutes were left to get 

on parade, it became very evident that if a regiment consumed food 

at the rate the youngsters (and oldsters) were doing, the national debt 

would have been increased two-fold. Lovely grub. In the canteen, 

noise similar to the roar of babbling brooks, shook the walls. Closer 

investigation revealed it was caused by the beautiful gurgle of up-

ended bottles. There was, if I remember, only one word spoken while 

the supply lasted, and that when several stalwarts, including Wilf 

Oakie, Dan Smith, Percy Darlington, and Les Taplin, decided it was 

high time El Mason put down his orangeade, and have an ale. The 

word spoken by El was of course “Noooogluggergleglug”. Rumour 

now has it El is off orange for life. 

Races Run Like Clockwork 

Everyone by this time, being well handicapped by overloaded 

breadbaskets, the fun got underway. Jack Blewett, with the aid of a 

microphone, took on duty of town crier, and announced the coming 

events. Jack incidentally was the chairman of the fun and games 

department and did a right smart job. R. V. Paterson was official 

starter, armed with gun, voice and Bill Revill of Kinsella. On the 

receiving end of the line, in the capacity of judges were Jack Goldie 

(half of the gold dust twins), Paul Nahumko, and Arthur Cross. 

Tiny Tots and Old ’Uns 

Spectators lined the laid out racecourse, breathless, tense, and 

excited, as the first group of 6-year-olds, and younger, champing at 

the bit, were finally lined up at the start line. “Bang” - they’re off!! 

The crowd roared as tiny legs sped down the course, 15 yards to be 

exact, to the finish line, and in order of placement honours went to: 

1. Brian Turner, 2. E. Smith, 3. D. Summersgill. In the girl’s section 

Theresa Tannous romped home first, closely followed by Irene 

 

Medals Presented 

November 11th, not only being the day of Remembrance 

throughout the British Empire, was also the day in which many of the 

unit were presented with their campaign medals by Lt. Col. W. 

Cromb and Maj. A. MacDonald. Those receiving their medals are too 

numerous to mention, but the ceremony was very striking, and it is 

sincerely hoped that all entitled to these medals have made the 

necessary application for them, and if you have not as yet, and don’t 

know the chain of command, it is suggested you contact your nearest 

D.V.A. for particulars. 
 

 

LaBelle, and tramping on her heels was Marlene Jones. The odds in 

this race were about even Stephen, as it was rumoured loaded 

tummies were more prevalent in this age group than in others, and the 

chances of floundering were much greater. 

The nine and under class did a fast job of 20 yards, and the lining 

up moved at a greater speed. Galloping home in the girls were: 1. Pat 

Jackson; 2. Diana Jaron; 3. Penelope Nahumko. The boys made about 

the same time and in order of finish were: 1. Merty Elyea; 2. Bill 

Ford; 3. Elmer Madgin. 

In the under twelves, the stable of Bostrom made a top showing. 

Joyce galloped in first, Ellore Madgin a close second, and Joan 

Bostrom was breathing down her neck as she came in third (Ellore’s 

neck that is). The boys gobbled up the 25 yards in terrier fashion, and 

leading was Clayton Smith, pushed by Tommy Hogg, and chased by 

Billy Summersgill. 

The fifteen year and under thoroughbreds, faced with a 50-yard 

stretch, got away to a couple of false starts, and believe me some of 

those starts were near professional, before they finally took off, as 

though they were being closely followed by some irate homeowner 

who had just had his gate removed on Hallowe’en.  
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I believe the odd judge was knocked for six, as they romped across 

the finish, and in between puffs their names were divulged: 1. Keith 

White; 2. Maurie Turner; 3. Clayton Smith. The long-legged fillies 

put on a zippy show also, with the house of Ford leading the field in 

no uncertain manner. 1. Mary Ford; 2. Christine Ford; 3. Elvina 

Madgin. Boys, if the Ford girls go after their man, like they did the 

finish line, watch out! 

A Real Steeplechase 

With sedate, mature, manly steps, the contenders in the daily 

double, pranced to the tape. The crowd hushed expectantly, for this 

was the 100 furlong (yard) open, and training of the entrants had only 

been completed in the canteen a matter of five minutes earlier. The 

course extended on to an untried piece of runway, which as was later 

evidenced, was full of booby traps in the shape of rabbit holes, mole 

hills, and sharp turns on long slippery uncut grass. Man, oh man, 

when the gun went off, and even before the starter got his finger out 

of his ear, they were at the half-way mark - making like a jet 

propelled, goosed hurricane. Art McCormack, legs ablurr, hit the 

finish line about three-quarters of a second before the Hogg family, 

led by Bill, and followed by Albert. Art always seems to be in a hurry, 

the last time was when he raced the stork to the hospital in a cab and 

came in second. The balance of the field, not having run since the last 

moaning minnie was thrown at them, lay sprawled all over the field, 

gasping for air, and in fact so many tripped over them, that it was 

thought a body park should be set up by the quarter stores, instead of 

a vehicle park. 

Ye Olde Gray Mares 

Next came the old timer’s race. Bald pates, grey hair, and lots of 

spirit came to the fore, and believe it or not these boys were about as 

decrepit as a couple of teen age youngsters giving with jitterbug. With 

the speed that they ran, officialdom is seriously thinking of setting the 

age limit for an old-timer at 92 J years. Scotty Ford led the pack, 

chased by R. V. Gaucher, prodded by H. D. Wevill. 

At this time, things really got horsey, and over a field of 30 yards, 

many were the spills and laughs, as the horse back race staggered 

down the fairway. This was a wide-open affair, and the only catch 

was that riders, and horses, had to change positions at the half-way 

mark. Many gambled on a fast start, and slow finish, having a light 

rider to begin, and a heavy horse. More evenly matched teams won 

the event. Albert and Bill Hogg took top honors, Keith White and Reg 

Knight took second, and decrying the frailty of the weaker sex, Mary 

Ford and Joan Edgar toddled in third - very nice show girls. 

Many would be athletes had learned their lesson in the 100-yard 

dash, so that when the 220 came up the number of entrants was 

narrowed down to about eight. Once again Art Aphrodite McCormick 

zoomed home first (’cor I’d hate to be a burglar on Art’s beat on the 

South Side), followed by Albert Hogg and Bill Smith. Considering 

the canteen training these boys had they made might fast time. 

Having killed off weaker runners with ice cream, pop, and 

hundred-yard dashes, etc., it was decided to casualty some of the 

remaining hardier ones, so Jack the Blewett called for the three-

legged race, and sure enough a few more gladiators bit the dust, and 

of the few successful in passing the finish line, notable in their 

success were: 1st Reg Knight and Keith White, and in photo finish 

were Gordon Parker and Gordon McAuley. 

Chins Up, Noggins Down 

By this time the majority of the male attendance were licking their 

wounds, and looking for further victims, Jack’s evil eye settled on the 

married gals in the spectators. 
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What with husbands pushing, youngsters urging, and Jack 

booming, enough were recruited to make it interesting. Any single 

man seeing these girls run, and visualizing a rolling pin in their hands, 

would remain a bachelor for life. They made the London-Glasgow 

train take on the appearance of Myrtle the Turtle. Mrs. G. A. Parker 

made it first at 73 3/4 miles per hour, Mrs. H. T. Wevill at 73 1/2, and 

Mrs. D. Whitnack at 73 1/4 m.p.h. It looks as if you husbands will 

have to do a little training on the side. 

Tug-O’-War 

With the aid of ten men, 4 boys, and two dogs, a mighty length of 

rope was brought to the front. Barrel chested men of fearsome weight 

took up positions on the rope, dug heel holds, flexed arms, coughed, 

and stood ready. Ready! take the strain, grunt, groan and moan me 

hearties, tis pullin’ for your lives ye are - heave! heave! once more, 

all together! and Charley Company grunted and pulled themselves 

into the enviable position of Association Champions. 

Mighty Atoms 

The little mites having behaved themselves well during the day, 

and not having walked in more than 43 picnic baskets, and food laden 

tablecloths, were next called out to show mum and dad, that even 

though a little wobbly on their feet, they could sure run. Setting the 

age at 3 years maximum, everyone helped in lining them up, 

generally mum sending them off, and pop on the receiving end, and 

away they toddled. With outstretched arms Gregor Rosenthal waltzed 

in first, Little Elsie Jensen followed, and wee Jennie Alexander filled 

the third nitch. Lord two girls to one boy in the finish looks ominous 

doesn’t it. 

While on the theme of wee uns, Judy Almdal was adjudged the 

youngest lady at the picnic and Gregory McCormack the youngest 

gentleman. It also appeared that T. Alexander of 7 Platoon B 

Company, is raising a company all of his own (whether the 7 

designates the number already acquired I’m not sure, but Norman 

Arnold feels that “Parritch” may have had something to do with it) 

and was credited with having the largest family present. As you may 

well have guessed by this time, the evening air with its chilly effect, 

began to take toll, and those with nippers of tender age to contend 

with, wended their way home, tired, but more than happy. Many, 

Many thanks to the committees responsible for the Herculean task of 

organizing and running such a successful day. If you are within 

driving distance of the city, don’t forget to come next year. 

 - H. M. (Bob) Turner. 
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REMEMBRANCE DAY CEREMONIES 1949 
Under the benevolence of one of our wonderful Western 

Canadian Fall days, which was as delightfully sunny as only they can 

be, citizens, soldiers and returned men paid solemn tribute at services 

in churches, halls and cenotaphs throughout the country. 

Ceremonies Before Remembrance Day 

Civil servants and government officials paid tribute in a ceremony 

in the rotunda of the legislative buildings in Edmonton. Premier E. C. 

Manning laid a wreath commemorating civil servants who died in the 

First and Second Great Wars. 

Calder residents and others of the Canadian Legion and the band 

of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment assisted at the unveiling of a 

cenotaph to honour the nine men who gave their lives in the Second 

Great War. 

His Majesty the King, and millions of his subjects in many parts 

of the Commonwealth Sunday, Nov. 6th, observed two minutes of 

silence in honour of the dead of two wars. In Britain itself and many 

parts of the Commonwealth the remembrance service has been held 

on the Sunday before Nov. 11, anniversary of the armistice in the 

First Great War. 

While all around him stood representatives of government, civil 

organizations and all the services, the King placed a large wreath 

against the Cenotaph, others of the Royal Family followed. Later the 

King attended a special service in Westminster Abbey at which 

wreaths were laid on the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 

In Edmonton the fine weather drew large crowds to the several 

services in returned men’s halls and at the Cenotaph and parades for 

the march past. 

The Very Rev. A. M. Trendell at the Cenotaph, urged that “we 

remember with all thoughtfulness and remembrance, those who gave 

their lives in the last two wars and pray to God that the hearts of men 

in all parts of the world will turn to true ways of peace.” This was the 

very natural theme which ran through all the services on this special 

day of remembrance. 

Services were held at the Memorial Hall by the Canadian Legion, 

Army, Navy and Air Force Veterans at Churchill Building, Canadian 

Corps at the Masonic Temple and others met at several places in the 

city. Convocation Hall a plaque was unveiled by President Robert 

Newton. This was inscribed with the names of 156 students who gave 

their lives in the Second Great War. Friday evening 

Rabbi Hurwitz held a special armistice service at the synagogue 

under the auspices of the Beth Shalom Youth Council. At 

Convocation Hall 150 U. of A. students and faculty attended a service 

of Remembrance. Following this ceremony, a half-hour organ recital 

was given by Prof. L. H. Nichols, on the memorial organ dedicated 

to those who fell in the First Great War and rededicated following the 

last conflict. 

At the Cenotaph, first to lay wreaths were Premier Manning and 

Edmonton’s new mayor, Sid Parsons. Following were all the services 

and returned men’s units and other civilians. The association wreath 

was laid on the cenotaph by the editor of the Forty-Niner. Afterwards 

the Last Post was sounded by Bugler Bernard Major and then Re-

veille; Pipe Major Laing piped the Lament. 
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COLORS OF REGIMENT PARADED IN CEREMONY 

 
Colors of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment were paraded Thursday for the first time since they were presented to the regiment by His Majesty 

the King in July 1941. Occasion was a general inspection of the unit at the Prince of Wales Armouries by Maj.-Gen. M.H.S. Penhale, general 

officer commanding Western Army Command and his staff officers. The King’s colors were carried by Capt. Robert Game and the regimental 

colors by Lieut. Arthur “Robbie” Robertson. 
 

 

Association Dance Successful 

October 18th, 1949 was the date of the first social and dance 

staged by the Loyal Edmonton Regt. 49th Batt. Association. The 

dance was held at the Kingsway Branch of the Canadian Legion from 

8 to 12 midnight. 

No expense was spared by your committee in making this an 

outstanding success with paper hats, noise makers, streamers, etc., in 

full use as the evening wore on. Notwithstanding this was our first 

venture into this particular type of entertainment a good time was had 

by all, and with experience being such a wonderful teacher, future 

dances that may be staged by your association will be bigger and 

better. Mr. Harold Wright of the Col. Mewburn Hospital was the 

Master of Ceremonies and a great deal of credit must go to him in 

keeping the affair on such an even keel. It might be said that a small 

profit was made at our first dance and if the members are in favour of 

continuing in this field your committee would be pleased to hear 

when and where a further dance should be held. 

Responsible for the success of our first venture were the following 

who put in a great deal of time and effort: Bert Hidson, George 

Duncan, Jim Foote and Art McCormack. 
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      POPS AND GRAND POPS 
Dear - To Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Dear (nee Mona Chorley) at the 

Royal Alexandra Hospital, on July 16, a son, Bruce Michael, weight 

6 lbs. 11 oz’s. 

Audley - Mr. and Mrs. H. S. Audley (nee Hazel Turner) announce 

the arrival of a son, Gerald John, at the Royal Alexandra Hospital on 

August 20, weighing 7 lbs. 15 oz’s. 

Prosser - To Mr. and Mrs. W. Prosser, at the University Hospital 

on August 11, a daughter, Netta Mavis, 7 lbs. 9 oz’s. 

Wyllie - To Mr. and Mrs. G. A. Wyllie at the 

Royal Alexandra Hospital on September 2, a daughter, Lillian 

Ann, 8 lbs. 7 oz’s. 

Dalzell - To Mr. and Mrs. W. T. Dalzell (nee Margaret Whyte) on 

Monday, Sept. 26, at the Royal Alexandra Hospital, a son, Walter 

Duncan, 9 lbs. 3 oz’s. 

Munday - To Mr. and Mrs. Jack Munday (nee Oma Nickle) of 

Redwater, a son, Glenn Arnold, at the Royal Alexandra Hospital on 

Sept. 14th, 7 lbs. 6 oz’s. 

Langdon - To Mr. and Mrs. B. Langdon (nee Jean Crabb) on 

October 28, at the Misericordia Hospital, a daughter, 7 lbs. 6 oz’s. 

Horton - To Mr. and Mrs. E. E. Horton at the Misericordia 

Hospital, on July 8, a daughter, Patricia Gail. Weight 6 lbs. 4 oz’s. 

Roch - To Mr. and Mrs. Andre J. Roch (nee Dorothy Skov) at the 

University Hospital on November 17th, a son, Paul Andre, weight 6 

lbs. 15 oz’s. 

Edmonton, Alberta, Nov. 4, 1949. Mr. A. J. Hidson, Honorary 

Secretary, 

Dear Bert: Thank you indeed for your letters conveying 

remembrance and good wishes from Members of the Association. 

May I say that these messages have given me quite a lift and that I 

find it difficult to adequately express my appreciation. 

It is a fact, however, that my service with the old Battalion and as 

Secretary of the Association are matters of great pride to me. I am 

glad indeed to know that Colonel Stillman is now President. I think 

he is the right man in the right place. 

Again, thanking you. Yours sincerely, 

E. O. Hay. 
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Canadian Troops Honoured 

A stained-glass window was unveiled last September by the 

Canadian ambassador to Holland in a Dutch Reformed church. It 

symbolizes liberation of Friesland province by Canadian troops in 

1944. 

Strathconas Resume Publication 

Last August saw the revived publication of the official quarterly 

publication of the Lord Strathcona’s Horse (RC). As before the war, 

the Strathconian will endeavour to keep former members of the 

regiment in contact with the unit and with one another. The regiment 

is now located in Currie Barracks, Calgary. 

Unauthorized Solicitors 

It has again been brought to our attention that someone is using 

the name of our association in soliciting memberships and 

subscriptions for the “Forty-Niner”. The only persons authorized to 

collect monies for the association are your elected or appointed 

officials. The subscriptions for the magazine are your dues money 

for association membership which entitles a member to the semi-

annual issues. DO NOT PAY ANY CANVASSER! FOR THE 

VERY GOOD REASON WE HAVEN’T ANY! 

While on the question of dues! You must think the magazine is 

worthwhile but we wonder if it is appreciated by a great many what 

is necessary for its production, because we feel sure those who are 

laggard in the payment of their membership fees would be otherwise 

if they really understood all the amount of work done by their 

honorary officials in gathering news, writing up stories, soliciting 

advertising, and all the other multi-jobs these issues entail. For the 

first time since depression years, (when there was a reason), we have 

a deficit. Yes, a DEFICIT in the issue of the “Forty-Niner”, (when 

there isn’t any real reason). If you are a delinquent, PLEASE do 

something about it NOW! This is not a soldierly grouse, but the real 

facts presented, for we feel sure if you have the facts you will act to 

save our good reputation for solvency. 

“A” Company Man Elected in Saskatchewan 

T. J. Bentley was elected to represent Gull Lake in the 

Saskatchewan provincial legislature last November. He later was 

sworn in as the minister of public health, succeeding Premier T. C. 

Douglas. Bentley whose particulars appeared in last July’s issue 

formerly represented Swift Current in the Dominion House. 

Enjoys Holiday in B.C. 

Sgt. Jim Hall of C company, 49th Bn., is enjoying the winter 

around Whonnock in B.C. He and his wife hope to be back in Banff 

early in the New Year. Jim sends his regards to all his friends. 

Rene Hobbins Woman Director 

Miss Rene Hobbins was named the only woman director of the 

Allied Florists and Growers of Canada at their convention in 

Montreal some time ago. Miss Hobbins has been in the florist 

business in Edmonton for over 20 years. Managing her own business 

she enjoys every phase of her work, which includes besides the 

ordinary features the designing of intricate floral arrangements. Rene 

is also secretary-treasurer of the local branch of the association, and 

the only woman reporter for the “Canadian Florist”. 
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In ever living memory of the officers, non-commissioned 

officers and men of the 49th Battalion, The Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment, who were killed in action, or died of wounds received 

in Belgium and France during 1914 to 1918, also those in the 

Mediterranean area and Europe areas 1939- 1945; and to those 

who have since passed on, mainly due to the ravages of war 

service. 

“These men were victorious in death.” 

Andrew Chalmers 

Funeral services for Andrew Chalmers, 1134 Wolfe Ave., were 

held on July 11th at Broadfoot funeral home in Moose Jaw with Rev. 

Wallace MacKinnon officiating. Interment was in the Soldiers’ plot 

at Rosedale cemetery and pallbearers were E. Hill, P. Durnford, W. 

Bremner, J. W. Walker, G. Wood and D. O’Connell. Three 49ers 

attended the funeral, Dr. Young, W. S. Hamilton and Bob Mayes. 

Chalmers enlisted in the 128th coming to the 49th D company in 

December 1916. He leaves to mourn his loss besides his loving wife, 

one son, Donald, both of Moose Jaw. 

Alec Hay 

Alec Hay passed away last July and was buried in Calgary, 

Wednesday, July 13th. Unfortunately, this is all the information we 

have on our friend’s passing. Alec joined the 49th at Mont des Cats 

just before Christmas, 1915, being posted to D company. He was one 

of the stalwarts of the battalion and very soon gained promotion. He 

was CSM of D company in the first push at Amiens in August 1918 

and received a machine gun bullet wound in the thigh and was 

hospitalized at Netley hospital, Southampton. 

Arthur Yeadon 

Arthur Yeadon, who served in the 49th passed away in May 1949, 

and is buried at Calgary. This information was given to us by Fred 

Hurt. 

Sydney Cunnington 

The many friends of Sydney Cunnington, No. 432934 were 

shocked to hear of his sudden death which took place November 5th. 

He became suddenly ill November 4th and was rushed to 

Shaughnessy Hospital for treatment but passed away the following 

day from the effects of a heart ailment. 

Sid will be remembered as one of those stalwarts of “A” company 

who was well known and popular with all ranks. His loss will be 

mourned by a host of old comrades both in Edmonton and White 

Rock. 

He started his army career with that famous regiment of dragoons 

in the British Army, the Scots Greys, but bought his discharge in 1907 

and came to Canada and took up land at Cooking Lake. He saw much 

service with the old Battalion before being gassed in 1917 which sent 

him to hospital for several months. He returned to Canada December, 

1918, and was discharged February 1919, when he again took 

over his farm at Cooking Lake. 

Funeral services were held November 7th, from All Saints 

Church, Kamloops and Franklin, Vancouver, with interment in the 

Field of Honour, Mountain View Cemetery. The simple and inspiring 

service of the Church of England was conducted by the Rev. J. E. 

Whittles with the following comrades acting as pall bearers: Fred 

Craig, Walter Hunter, A. G. Rowland representing the battalion, and 

comrades Ernie Hoops, J. H. Woodall, O. M. Picard, representing the 

Canadian Legion. 

The large numbers of Legionaires, members of our Association 

and friends attending the funeral, testified to the esteem in which Sid 

was universally held. Amongst the floral tributes received were 

noticed one from the Battalion and one from the Canadian Legion. 

He is survived by his loving wife, one son, Sydney, a corporal in 

the R.C.M.P. at Carlyle, Saskatchewan, and a daughter, Ila, on the 

staff of the Bank of Toronto in Edmonton, to all of whom the deepest 

sympathy is extended. 

Grattan Lemon Lyons 

We regret to record the death of Grattan Lemon Lyons of 3317 

Charles Street, Vancouver, which occurred, after a long stay in 

Shaughnessy Hospital, July 31, 1949 from the effects of a heart 

condition. 

Comrade Lyons was a veteran of the South African War and 

served with the 49th Battalion in World War I. 

Funeral services, conducted by Rev. G. Turpin, were held from 

the Grandview Funeral Chapel, Commercial Drive and Kitchener, 

Vancouver, August 3rd, with interment in the Field of Honour in 

Mountain View Cemetery. Comrades J. Bowling and A. G. Rowland 

represented the Battalion at the Funeral. The Association’s wreath 

held a place of honour amongst the numerous floral tributes received. 

He is survived by his loving wife, one daughter, Mrs. Clifford 

Dougherty in Regina and one son, Johnny, in Vancouver, besides two 

sister and six brothers. 

The sympathy of our members is extended to the bereaved. 

Torval Brocke, No. 231212 

Torval Brocke was born April 4th, 1888, at Telmarken, Norway. 

He came to Canada in 1901 and homesteaded in the Tofield district. 

He enlisted on the 16th of March 1916, in the 202nd Battalion; 

trained at Sarcee; from there to England; drafted to the 49th Battalion 

in France on June 20, 1917; served with the 49th Battalion until the 

12th of October 1917, when he was disabled by a kidney disability at 

Lens. Was evacuated to Boulogne, and then on to England, and from 

there sent back to Canada, and was discharged on July 20, 1918. 

He was married on December 26, 1923, to Anna M. Solberg. Four 

daughters were born of the union. 

Died November 6, 1949, in the General Hospital, Edmonton, 

Alberta, after a lingering illness. 

Joseph Brownlee 

Funeral services for Joseph Brownlee, formerly of Edmonton, 

who passed away in Victoria, B.C., on October 6th in his 93rd year, 

were held in Edmonton. Rev. E. S. Ottley officiated and interment 

took place in the Edmonton cemetery. He is survived by two sons and 

four daughters. His son W. R. Brownlee served with the 49th. 
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Mrs. Janet Livingstone 

Funeral services for the late Mrs. Janet Livingstone of 10135 121 

Street were held on Saturday, October 22. Rev. Angus J. McQueen 

officiated, and interment took place in the Edmonton cemetery. She 

is survived by five sons and two daughters. Two sons Pete and Neil 

served in the 49th. 

Russell Milton Steele 

On October 16th, aged 43 years, Russell Milton Steele of 11531 

96 Street, passed away. He is survived by his wife and four sons. His 

parents Mr. and Mrs. Farmer Steele of Vancouver, B.C. His father 

served in the 49th and was at one time Mayor of Westlock, Alta. 

Mrs. Rachel Esther Jones 

Funeral services for Mrs. Rachel Esther Jones, of 11252 125 

Street, who passed away in Edmonton on July 26th, were held on 

Thursday, July 28th, at 1:45 o’clock from Andrews-McLaughlin 

Funeral Chapel, Rev. Edgar J. Bailey officiated, and interment took 

place in the Edmonton cemetery. Pallbearers were: Messrs. Bob 

Whyte, Jack Blewett, Walter McLaren, P. Feguenne, Louis Scott and 

J. Carwell. Besides her husband, Neville, she is survived by four 

brothers and two sisters all in England. 

Thomas Law 

On July 25, Mr. Thomas Law of 10014 115 Street, passed away 

in Edmonton. He leaves to mourn his loss one brother, Walter and 

one sister. Walter served overseas with the 49th. 

Charles Edwin Reilly 

On August 18th, aged 59 years, Charles Edwin Reilly of London, 

Ontario, passed away. Funeral services were held on Tuesday, 

August 23rd from Howard and McBride’s Chapel. Rev. W. E. 

Harrison officiated, and interment took place in the Beechmount 

cemetery. He is survived by three brothers and two sisters. His 

brother Percy served with D company of the 49th. Charles Edwin 

Reilly was an original of the 10th Bn. and was in the 2nd gas attack 

put over by the Germans in Ypres. 

Mrs. E. E. Vaudrin 

Eldage E. Vaudrin, (Bud), 3 platoon A company, of St. Victor, 

Sask., tells of his sad loss in the passing of his wife, after a lengthy 

illness, last May 31st. They had been married over 30 years and had 

a happy life together. She leaves 3 sons and 3 daughters, Arthur at 

Sarnia and Lena, Toronto, Ont., Gerry at Regina and Marcel, Lillian 

and Dorothy at home. Two sisters and a brother also survive. We are 

sorry to hear of Eldage’s sad loss. 

Constable George Vaughan 

Funeral service was held for Constable Vaughan, on Wednesday, 

December 7th, at Foster and McGarvey’s Funeral Home. Interment 

took place in the Soldier’s Plot, Beechmount Cemetery. A detach-

ment of city police and firemen escorted the remains to the plot. He 

leaves to mourn his loss, besides his mother, three brothers and six 

sisters, two of the brothers, Frederick and Charles, served with the 

Loyal Edmonton Regiment. 

 

Nov. 13, 1949. Mr. A. J. Hidson, Hon. Secretary, 

Dear Sir and Comrade, 

Thank you for Life Membership card. 

The Forty-ninth Association has accorded me a great honour. It 

was quite unexpected and I appreciate it very much. 

Yours sincerely, H. Sandilands. 
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CEMETERY VISITED IN ITALY - GRAVES WELL CARED FOR - NAMES OF L.E.R. MEN 

 

 

 
San Vito Hill Cemetery, Ortona 

 

Capri, Italy.  

Sept. 20, 1949. 

It is just about a year ago that I saw you, and I never believed I 

would ever have the chance to come to Italy. However, here I am in 

the country that was formerly a battleground. 

Father sent me Wilmot’s grave number and I went from Rome up 

to Cesena last Friday night. It takes about 10 hours by train from 

Rome. The city itself did not have much visible shell damage, but you 

can still see the marks on the walls where bullets hit. 

The cemetery is about a quarter of a mile on the other side of the 

station and a small sign tells you where to turn off. I have visited two 

other cemeteries in Europe, and I had some idea what to expect. The 

turnoff from the road is through an orchard, and there are apples, 

pears, grapes and peaches in abundance. 

The cemetery itself is surrounded on all four sides with orchards, 

and it is very peaceful and quiet. One would think that they had taken 

part of the orchard for the cemetery. Shortly after going through the 

gate I was met by two Italians, one of whom spoke French so I could 

talk to him. He took me to Wilmot’s grave and put the flowers on for 

me. 

The cemetery contains 7,075 graves, all victims within 15 

kilometers of Cesena. The following is a list of the graves in order 

from the Loyal Edmonton Regiment. 

1. Cpl. E. L. Canten, 21-10-44. 

2. Pte. G. O. Warner, 21-10-44. 

3. Maj. W. G. Longhurst, 21/22-10-44. 

4. Pte. T. D. Gilgan, 19-10-44. 

5. Pte. R. J. Grier, 18-10-44. 

6. Pte. C. W. Morris, 18-10-44. 

7. Pte. P. S. Holukoff, 18-10-44. 

8. Capt. P. T. Gentles, 17-10-44. 

9. Lt. W. M. Foster, 18-10-44. 

10. Pte. H. Klien, 22-10-44. 

11. Lt. R. L. Callaway, 22-10-44. 

12. L/Sgt. A. R. Meyer, 21-10-44. 

In front of Wilmot is Sgt. W. G. Irwin, 23-10-44, Seaforth’s of 

Canada. 

Behind Wilmot, Pte. J. A. Youngan, 21-10-44. 

The two caretakers are very obliging. I have their address: Sig. 

Mordenti Agostino, Via Vervese 232, Cesena, Italy. 

The cemetery is to be planted in grass next spring and right now 

there are a lot of flowers around. A well on the right-hand supplies 

plenty of water. Of the cemeteries I have seen this is definitely the 

best, and it is well looked after. The setting in the middle of an 

orchard with the hills in the background is very beautiful. All the 

graves are neatly laid out and well-marked. 

The weather was not good, but I took 7 pictures. If they do not 

turn out I can get the caretaker to take them. He said he would do 

anything you want if you will write him in French and enclose the 

money if any is needed. Both men were sincere and helpful and are 

not out for themselves. After having seen other parts of Italy that are 

so filthy you can rest assured that the area around the cemetery is very 

well laid out and clean. 

From here I returned to Cesena and Rome. There are British 

Allied cemeteries about every 25 kilometers. As I went South and 

inland, I could see the aftereffects of the war-ruined houses, etc. 

Wilmot’s idea of blowing a hole in the side of a house is still very 

much in evidence. The doors and windows are intact, but there are 

holes through the walls.   - Harold Williams, ex-R.C.N. 
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Memorial to George Campion, MM 

Seven Alberta war heroes will have Jasper National Park 

mountains named in their honor. All but one of the servicemen were 

killed during World War II. Alberta mountains have never before 

been named for servicemen who distinguished themselves during the 

war, although other provincial landmarks have. 

The mountains are all situated in the Moberly Creek area, about 

30 miles from Miette, in Jasper National Park. 

Five of the war heroes were native Albertans. Two were born in 

Ireland and are both Victoria Cross winners. Only living serviceman 

after whom mountains will be named is Brigadier F. M. W. Harvey, 

VC winner of World War I, now livingin retirement in Calgary. 

The others are: Lieut. Edmund de Wind, VC, a bank clerk in 

Edmonton before he was killed with the Royal Irish Rifles; Sqd. Ldr. 

Ian B. Bazalgette, VC, DFC, of Calgary, killed with the RAF; F.O. 

Stanley Powell Swenson, Brooks, killed in 1940; Wing Cmdr. A. 

Laut, MID, Crossfield, killed in a flying- accident at Sydney, N.S., in 

1943; Corporal George Campion, MM, of Edmonton, killed in Italy, 

with the LER’s; Sqd. Ldr. Lionel M. Gaunce, DFC, of Lethbridge, 

killed with the RAF in a raid over St. Low. 

These announcements were made last July by Mrs. Edith Gostick, 

provincial librarian. 

Paging Arthur Terry 

Alf Chesterman, Red Deer, Alta., was asking if we had heard or 

seen anything of Arthur Terry, the late Major Winser’s batman, who 

was last known to be in Calgary. A cutting forwarded by Alf has 

already been in the magazine. This showed Charles “Yorky” Sawden 

dressed up as old “Bill”, at the time Bairnsfather visited Vancouver. 

Boer War Nurses Meet 

London - (CP) - The band on the dock played “Goodbye Dolly 

Gray” and 32 excited nurses were off to South Africa and the 

battlefield of the Boer War. That was July 1899. Fifty years after, 

Sarah Alice Claridge, one of the 32, is organizing a reunion of the 

survivors. Miss Claridge is 78 now. The oldest is 91. They’ll talk 

about the field hospitals of 50 years ago, pitched within sound of shot 

and shell and within sight of the campfire’s gleam. “There was no 

enemy for us,” Nurse Claridge recalls, “only sick and dying men.” 

Official War Book Wins Award 

The Governor General’s award for the best literature produced in 

Canada in 1948 was presented at the annual banquet of the Canadian 

Authors’ Association in Halifax last July. Col. C. P. Stacy of Ottawa, 

chief army historian, received the academic non-fiction award for 

“The Canadian Army 1939-1945.” Col. Stacy said he accepted the 

award as a tribute to the book to which many had contributed and not 

as an award to himself. He mentioned Capt. Joseph Engler of Ottawa 

as one of the team of historians that helped to produce the book. Capt. 

Engler was killed in action. 

Andy Black Given Life Membership 

About 50 members of the Civil Service Association of Alberta 

attended a banquet Wednesday, December 7th to honour A. Peart, 

immediate past president and to confer life memberships on three 

retiring members. Andy Black, C company stalwart, was one of those 

receiving this honour. 
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WHERE IS MY WANDERING BOY? 
 

 

P. Boxall, “Jardine”, Scott’s Grove 

Road, Chobham, Woking, Surrey, is pleased 

to receive the magazines and read of how 

the boys are faring. He was sorry to read of 

Jack Bewsher’s death. In spite, as he terms 

it, of Austerity he and his family are getting 

along nicely. His son Kerr has just returned 

from the RAF. The Canadian Veteran 

Association, United Kingdom, the 

Guildford branch of which he is a member 

hasn’t another 49er in it but he is in hopes of meeting with one. The 

sixth annual Pilgrimage to the Canadian Cemeteries at Brookwood, 

Surrey was held Sunday, June 27th, when an impressive service was 

held for the dead. He says he is willing to do anything possible for 

anyone who has someone resting in this cemetery. The graves are 

well kept and most of the wooden headstones have been replaced with 

permanent stone ones. A friend of his was sent out to Canada by their 

employers, a Mr. Hucker, Centurion Test Team, c/o No. 7 A.O.D. 

(Shilo Det.) Camp Shilo, Manitoba. This is too far away for a visit, 

otherwise his stay could have been made more interesting. His best 

regards to all are hereby passed along. 

Mrs. Belle Hubbard, of 535 Lincoln Avenue, Hebron, Nebraska, 

U.S.A, writes of her son who gave his life. We quote “Received the 

July Forty- Niner and am I ever glad to get it. I read it from front to 

back, although I don’t recognize any of the names, but think perhaps 

that some of them fought with my son, Corp. D. M. Hubbard, 

M105703, who lost his life April 12th, 1945”. Mrs. Hubbard may rest 

assured that many who served with her son remember him. 

Friends of Harry Magee, 432234, will hear with regret of his 

long siege in Shaughnessy Hospital, Vancouver, B.C. Harry has had 

two major and two minor operations and although this necessity has 

reduced him to a low physical state, he has plenty of the old fighting 

spirit. We hope that before this goes to print that Harry will be his old 

self again. 

Pat Ford, 909 Second St., Medicine Hat, Alberta, is right “Pat” 

with dues and a hello to all old friends of the Association. 

Nigel s. Hall, 529 12th St. A.N. Lethbridge, Alberta sends dues 

and a helpful note for the records by sending the address of J. E. 

Brady, a life member living at 519 12th St. A.N. Lethbridge. 

Another Medicine Hat member is Geo. Charlton, 104 Fourth St., 

Medicine Hat. He writes that he hopes soon to be able to do a few 

things he has no time for now, such as taking in the annual reunion. 

He also remarks how the ranks of the old timers are thinning out. Too 

true. 
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Jack Watt, 533 Cook St., Victoria, B.C. sends along dues for 

himself and another, R. Robertson, 934 Mason St., Victoria. Jack 

also speaks of hearing from Mickey Brennan of Vancouver and 

judging by his remarks it looks as though the spirit of the old days is 

still very much alive in the old forty- niners at the coast. 

F. S. Bath, Box 436, Wainwright, Alta., was good enough to send 

along his address, also of his friend, Gordie Milne. A reminder: if 

you move, send in your address and get your copy of the Forty-Niner 

on time. 

Chas. Morgan, who was carrier driver in Spt. Coy. has changed 

his lodgings from 2075 Dunn St., Niagara Falls, Ont., to P.O. Box 

142, Calgary, Alta. He works at the Lacombe Home about 10 miles 

south of Calgary. He is trying to make it for the Banquet. We hope he 

is here tonight. Charles would like to know where Jimmy Barr is 

hanging out. He was one of the Bn. cooks. (Maybe one of his victims 

took him out and shot him, Ed.) Let Morgan know if you have 

Jimmy’s address. 

Lloyd George Brandon, K-51565, enlisted May 26th, 1943, at 

the age of 23. Posted to the 49th L.E.R. April 23, 1944, and placed 

with 7 Platoon., A company. He was slightly wounded in the right 

leg. Discharged, March 12th, 1946, holding the rank of corporal. His 

service was 2 years and 10 months. Lloyd is a metal worker, (Can. 

Metal Co.) He resides at 4825 Inverness St., Vancouver, B.C. Mar-

ried and has a family of 1 boy 2 years, 3 mos., and girl 1 year 3 mos. 

Percy Arthur Wills, 466065, enlisted in the 63rd June 30, 1915, 

at the age of 25. Got to the 49th, 1 platoon, A company, August 1916. 

Wounded during his service. Discharged 5-3-1919, after 3 years and 

240 days service. His reply to decorations, if any, is: They did not 

pull my name out of the hat. Percy is still serving the troops as a 

nursing orderly at Shaughnessy Hospital. Married, and his family; 

grown up, Jennie 32, Gordon 29, Norman 25. Home address, 4755 

Ross St., Vancouver. In this last war he volunteered for the Medical 

Corps but was told he was too “young”. Both Wills boys were in 

action in this last war. Norman in the L/A/A and Gordon in the 25 

pounders. Mother and Dad were pleased when they got back without 

a scratch. Percy joined the 49th at Albert on the Somme and was 

wounded at Kenora Trench. Later he served as a stretcher bearer. 

Orderly at the Royal Alex on enlistment; now for four years he is still 

at it. He says, tell all the boys in University Hospital to keep their 

chins up. 

E. H. Gough, 432377, writing from 188 High St., Herne Bay, 

Kent, says, in part. “I have been for many years enjoying the 

magazine, but not being able to send money out of here very well am 

in arrears. However, I have just come in contact with a man from 

Edmonton on a visit here and I will give him some money for the 

dues. I may not be remembered by many, but I have watched with 

keen interest the progress some of my old comrades have made. 

Noting George Gleave and remembering him as a L/Corporal in my 

platoon in A company. In the last issue Tom Bentley’s name and his 

doings If I remember rightly, he and I alternated on Listening Post at 

Neuville St. Vaast, where he was wounded at “Stand to” time. Bobbie 

Hasse was a particular pal of mine, and we had many spare time 

tramps together. 
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OUR THANKS TO THE NEWSPAPERS 

The many pictures appearing in this issue indicates the generosity 

of both the Edmonton Journal and the Edmonton Bulletin in their co-

operation by loaning cuts for publication. We are grateful to both of 

our local newspapers for the help they give the magazine committee. 

We also thank all those who assisted in the publication of our 

magazine. 

Do not forget the Advertisers when making your purchase as the 

“sinews of war” are mainly received through their patronage. 

Of course, I also knew F. R. Hasse. Stub Foley and I have 

corresponded. Recently I have had contact with Adam Mason of 

Steady D, keeper of Lestock the mascot. A few days ago, I received 

a visit from Canon Ball, and it is hoped Mason and I can soon visit 

the Canon at his home. The Forty-Niner spirit seems to be a thing to 

be cherished and will always remain with me as long as I live. Give 

my regards to all the boys whether known to me or not. 

Bob Mayes, 870 Elgin Ave., Moose Jaw, Sask., was a visitor to 

Edmonton last July on his way through to the coast and again on his 

return. He also called on Alec Hay in Calgary and said he looked a 

rather sick man. Alex passed away shortly after (see Last Post). Bob 

was to take over another position on his return. We hope it is going 

O.K. with you in your promotion. Good Luck, Bob. 

Jack McMasters, who served with the A company, M.G.’s, and 

was wounded at the time of the Avion Raid in 1917 when his M.G. 

unit was so badly smashed up in the communication trench on the 

way to the “jumping off” trench, is now working around Edmonton. 

Jack stopped the writer one day last Fall by bluntly shouting “What’s 

your name”. He was asked to call around to one of our doings and 

talk over old times with the boys. 

 

Brigadier Weils Writes Col. Stillman 

Writing extending Christmas greetings Brigadier Wells, of The 

Loyals, wishes all the Regiment past and present the Seasons 

Greetings. We are pleased to hear he is feeling somewhat better, and 

hope he continues along this way. Hon. Colonel Lardner Burke, of 

the Kimberley Regiment, was a visitor to the Old Country and called 

with his family to pay the Brigadier a visit. They had not seen each 

other for a matter of 15 years. In this issue is a War Story of The 

Loyals in action at the time of the Dunkerque evacuation, which we 

hope all Loyals will enjoy reading. This is our peacetime way of 

keeping alive the sentiment of our parent and son affiliation. 

Holgate’s Daughter Wed 

The wedding took place at the Highlands United Church on 

October 24, 1949, of Gwen Holgate, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Percy 

B. Holgate, of Thorhild and Mr. Marshall Richards, of Grande 

Prairie, Alta. Gwen served in the Air Force for two and a half years. 

Percy, who served in the 49th, 14 platoon sends his regards to all his 

pals and the association in general. 
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THE ADVERTISERS MAKE OUR MAGAZINE A POSSIBILITY, THEY DESERVE OUR BEST SUPPORT 


