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EDITORIAL On Atom Tests 
Since the last issue of our magazine, we have seen many important 

world events; events so very important as to profoundly influence 

mankind. The Bikini atom bomb tests commanded world attention. The 

story of Hiroshima was publicized to such an extent that the gruesome 

evidence became a matter of international concern. 

The atomic menace has so completely captured the public 

imagination that a casual mention of the use of biological weapons, 

probably an even greater-potential threat, forbidden by a Geneva 

agreement of twenty years ago, passed almost unnoticed. This insidious 

horror, however, has not been forgotten by science. Its advantages over 

the atom bomb include ease of manufacture and relative low-cost 

production. Its applications include the spreading of noxious bacteria or 

chemicals which produce physiological results on man, animals and 

plants. When one realizes that such a weapon might be the element of 

surprise in an undeclared war, one recalls the official report of Japanese 

balloons, found in our own neighborhood, and one must pause to ponder 

our growing importance as a producer of the world’s food supply. The 

implications are tremendous. 

It is gratifying to realize that a famous scientist informs us that Britain 

began research over a decade ago on measures to counter the dreadful 

effect which bacteriological warfare would produce. In 1942, Britain was 

joined in this scientific study by the U.S.A. As a result, great advances 

have been made in the knowledge of control of air-borne disease. 

Effective protective measures have been evolved for many forms of 

attack. 

It is reasonable to expect that biological research will benefit mankind 

in the discovering of new methods to combat disease. New fields of 

human endeavour will emerge while probable atomic development 

continues to challenge the imagination. Whatever these developments 

may be, our relations with our neighbors will correspondingly become 

increasingly important. Our geographical position was probably never 

more respected in our history than at present by our immediate neighbor. 

By virtue of our Association membership, we fully realize our 

growing responsibilities in a country of progressive maturity. Very soon, 

many newcomers from other lands will be looking for new homes in our 

vast north west. It should be our concern to see that adequate measures 

are taken to insure that these people know something of our heritage, our 

mode of life and the ideals for which so many of our fellows gave their 

very lives. The editorial comment by the late Major General Griesbach 

on “Immigration,” in the issue of July 1944, and on “A front rank post-

war problem,” of July 1943, is particularly applicable at the present time. 

As citizens of various districts in the west, we, as individuals, can 

encourage clear, sound thinking about these matters over a considerable 

area. We can be of great assistance to the active and reserve forces of our 

country. 

Citizens’ committees are at present functioning throughout our 

province. They all need our personal and united support. A great effort is 

now being- made to familiarize our people with the Reserve 

Force organization. A splendid opportunity to exercise the qualities of 

good citizenship is being made available to most communities. 

This New Year presents new opportunities for our Association. Many 

members will have become re-established and will be in a position to take 

an energetic part in their association functions and activities. Others will 

still require help. We should continue to assist each other to the utmost 

of our ability. There will be a number in hospital, and we will not forget 

them. A few minutes of old companionship is a real help to shorten the 

weary hours and brighten the day. 

Wherever you may be, please accept the heartiest season’s greetings 

and all best wishes for 1947. 

—J. C. JEFFERSON.  

OUR NEW PEACE TIME LEADER 
It is felt that in Brigadier Jefferson the Association has a new 

president whose guiding hand will raise our activities to new heights of 

achievement. “Jeff,” as he will be known to all of us from now on, is a 

worthy successor to our greatly lamented “Billy” Griesbach, who, like 

Jeff, was a gallant, high ranking, military officer. His forthright post-war 

personal interest in all matters to do with the lot of the rank and file of 

Forty-Niner veterans was most outstanding and fully recognized. It was 

always Billy who could be depended on to lend a sympathetic ear and 

effort to any just grievance, and we believe that in choosing Jim “Jeff” 

Jefferson as our peace time leader we have a man who has not only 

endeared himself to those with whom he served in the fighting forces but 

one who has captured the notice and respect of the oldsters who see in 

him a gentleman of sterling qualities and marked ability. 

There is no doubt that officers who will be associated with him will 

give their wholeheartedly loyal support to all that is undertaken. The 

experience and observations of those who have served as officers or 

executive members in the past twenty-eight years are that a peace time 

chief for groups of returned men is a vital essential to the good and 

welfare of the men whom he presides over and guides. 

“Billy” Griesbach was our president for many years and we all 

realized his good works. There is no question that his successor will put 

forth the best he has to justify the confidence and respect he holds among 

our members. 

Our association has gained, and will continue to take in, more of the 

younger veterans. The older ones will stand by him with whatever 

support, both moral and physical, they can give, but with the passing 

years they need must recede into the background. This paternal, if not 

active, support of old comrades will persevere until they can no longer 

function in some usual or minor capacity. 

Best wishes are extended to those who will guide our future activities 

under Jeff’s leadership. We bespeak for our new president the assistance 

of all individual members who can act as props in an organization which 

is rated very high among all peace-time veteran associations in Canada. 

— The Editors. 
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NEW PRESIDENT, JIM JEFFERSON—IS NO BRASS HAT 
From Private to Brigadier—The Hard Way, Is the Story of the Association’s New President, Who Has Had Years of Reserve and Active Military Experience. 

 

 
Although the new president of the 49th Battalion Association 

is a Brigadier he is no “brass hat.” Anybody who served under 

him will tell you that Brig. J. C. “Jim” Jefferson was a fighting 

soldier, who commanded the respect and admiration of his 

officers and men at all times. 

Long before the unsuspecting public ever dreamed that there 

would be a second world war “Jim” Jefferson joined the 49th 

Battalion of the NPAM as a private. When the unit was mobilized 

as part of the 1st Canadian Division in September 1939, Major 

Jim Jefferson commanded B company. It was in that post that he 

went overseas with the unit in the fall of that year. 

In December 1942, he took command of the unit. He was 

leading it when the Canadians landed on the beaches of Sicily on 

the night of July 9/10, 1943. It was only 13 days later, on the night 

of July 22/23 that, with “C” Company, under the command of 

Major W. T. Cromb (now Lt. Col. W. T. Cromb, D.S.O. —

commander of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment) — Jim took part 

in the action, which was to win him his first decoration, the D.S.O. 

“C” Company, with Bn. HQ, had infiltered into the centre of 

the town of Leonforte. The flanking companies were beaten back 

by German counterattacks, the Germans infiltered in behind “C” 

Company and blew a bridge which was the only communicating 

link with “C” Company and the rest of the Canadian troops. 

Without either tank support or Anti-Tank guns the Company held 

out until the following morning when a company of P.P.C.L.L 

supported by a troop of tanks from the Ontario Regt, came across 

the bridge which had been repaired during the night by engineers, 

to join “C” Company and drive the Germans out. It was Jim’s 

coolness in this tough spot which had inspired the men to hold out 

against the Germans and their supporting tanks and to protect the 

engineers who were completing repairs of the bridge. 

Jim’s bar to his D.S.O. came for the leadership he gave the unit 

in the battle for Ortona. In the grim days while the battered 

Edmonton’s inched their way into the Nazi defences the cool 

leadership and direction which Jim gave proved the inspiration 

which drove the men on to final victory. 

Following the capture of Ortona Jim was promoted to the rank 

of Brigadier and flown to England to take command of the 10th 

Infantry Brigade of the 4th Armoured Division, then training for 

the coming offensive on the western front. He led them into action 

on the night of July 21/22 just South of Caen in the battles which 

led up to the now famous “break-through” out of the Caen pocket. 

Then followed the battle of the Falaise Gap, which wrote finis to 

the entire German 7th Army and marked the turning point of the 

war. 

It was for his leadership in this action that a grateful French 

government awarded him the Croix de Guerre. Later came his 

C.B.E. for the crossing of the Seine in August of that year. Then 

the crossing of the Somme and the Leopold Canal was followed 

by “mopping up” in the Scheldt Estuary, the Hochwald actions, 

the Rhine crossing and subsequent actions in N.W. Germany to 

the end of hostilities. Today, back in civilian life, he is still a 

soldier, being commander of the 18th Infantry Brigade, Reserve 

Force. 

* * * * 

GENERAL GRIESBACH’S AUTOBIOGRAPHY PUBLISHED 
Autobiography of the late Maj.-Gen. Hon. W. A. Griesbach, 

written in Edmonton and prepared for publication shortly before 

his death, was offered to the public in November under the title, 

“I Remember.” The story deals with the early life in Canada of 

one of this country’s outstanding soldiers and statesmen. It is an 

entertaining and stimulating account of the growth of Edmonton, 

the R.C.M.P., the army, law and politics from the late 1800’s to 

shortly before the First Great War. 

The book was published by the Ryerson Press, Toronto, from 

the revised manuscript mailed to them just about the time of 

General Griesbach’s death. A publisher’s footnote to the book 

says, “This is his legacy to posterity. We believe his countrymen 

will relish it.” 

Many of our association members were aware of the General’s 

work going on at the time immediately preceding his passing and 

are pleased to know he was able to complete this work. It would 

have been a grand thing if our late president could have written 

his memoirs of the First Great War for his fund of humourous 

stories were many and delightful, especially when delivered to a 

group of his old comrades, for then his wit, given in soldier 

language to soldiers, was particularly keen and piquant and a 

source of pleasure to all who had the good fortune to hear him. 
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DO YOU REMEMBER? 

August 29, 1946.  

32 Lemay Rd., Toronto, Dear Comrade: 

Enclosed find dues, which I am sure are very much “overdue,” 

especially when I consider the pleasure, I get out of perusing the 

“Forty-Niner,” which has been sent to me regularly for many 

years now. 

Though I was not an “Original,” I always felt right at home 

with them, being a Peace River recruit myself, and from, early 

June 1916, where I linked up with the “gang” at Winnizeele, I 

counted among my friends such men as Vic. Dingley, Jack 

Bewsher, Charlie Curtiss, Bill Cromb, Jack Warner, Cpl. Elliott, 

Sgts. Messum, Bentley, Arthur, and Walker, and of course Jack 

Carmichael I could not well forget, and many, many others. 

I also got to know Lieut. Nolan very well, who has done well 

since those days. 

Then again, one of those October days in 1916 stands out in 

my memory, for on that day the late beloved “Billy Griesbach” 

(as we knew him) asked me to take a ride with him from “Albert 

up to the brick fields nearby, to get the loan of an “Imperial team 

and wagon” to haul the “boys” packs from there to the “Vimy” 

front, and for 4 days I actually “rode around.” 

Best of luck to all the gang, young and old, from T. H. 

DRAYCOTT, 101462. 

N.B. — My daughter, Ex.-Lieut. Betty Draycott, C.W.A.C. 

tells me that a Col. Cromb was at Shilo Camp, and I was 

wondering whether he is the same chap I remember as Cpl. Cromb 

of the 49th. Could anyone let me know? 
(This is not the same Cromb, but Lt. Col. Cromb, mentioned on page 15, Ed.) 

 

L. Cpl. T. H. Draycott 101462 of “A” Coy. Recalls Doings of 

War Days 

I was especially interested in the news items under the heading 

“Where is My Wandering Boy,” for it gave me the information I 

needed as to the whereabouts of many I knew quite well. I don’t 

suppose many of them will remember me, as I was not an original, 

and further, I happened to be one of those inconspicuous little 

runts (about 5 ft. 4”) and consequently did not show up very well 

on parade but believe I could point the business end of the old 

Ross and Lee Enfield with the best of them. 

I do not run across many of the 49th boys in Toronto and 

district though I often see F. C. McCardie (a left arm amputation 

case) who was an early draft from the 50th I believe, and I saw 

Jack Warner (an old A Platoon Corporal) in Toronto. 

I was also interested in the Peace River items which I read, as 

I was located at Vermilion Chutes, Fort Vermilion, Alta, when 

war broke out and came upstream 350 miles by canoe in 

September, 1914, to the crossing and thence to Edmonton in 

October, expecting to be among the originals but found that men 

under 5 ft. 6” could not become soldiers, so went back to Peace 

River Crossing until the fall of 1915 when Lieut. Lucas of the 66th 

Bn. came up there and said I would do. While at the Crossing I 

opened up a Barber Shop and was doing very well but the call was 

too great so I did not waste any time in selling out and getting into 

Barracks at Edmonton. 

I am sure a few of the boys will remember me being behind 

the lines and doing a little tonsorial work on their “domes” in my 

spare time. Incidentally, it was supposed to be a cash business but 

a few of them had a charge account which I hope to collect 

someday but owing to the depression I have not bothered them for 

some years. I remember one of them offered me his Sam Browne 

belt as pay (being a little short of cash) but afterward changed his 

mind as he had a date with Madamoiselle and could not go 

beltless. Anyway, the only use I could have found for it would be 

to strop my razors on it, being only a rear rank private then. 

So much for that. Well, I suppose one could ramble on and say 

a whole lot, but others could do much better and write real articles, 

so I will sign off, but I cannot let the opportunity pass without 

telling you of the night in July, 1916, when we went up as a work 

party from back of Zillibecke and Jud Coulson apparently had his 

brains working good, for, owing to M.G. fire enfilading the village 

street some half dozen of us became separated from the party, and 

after waiting while we returned to the dugouts (Jud taking charge) 

and when he told his tragic story about being cut off to Sgt. 

Messum, we were given a rum ration and told to get down into the 

dugouts and stay there; which of course we did. 

A few of us also spent a nice evening in an Estaminet back of 

Winnizelle at the expense of Cpl. Jack Warner. He headed the 

party but soon after arrival left us eating and drinking while he 

entertained the landlord’s daughter. We ran up a bill of 32 francs 

and left him to pay the bill when he showed up later on. You can 

imagine the storm when he finally came back to billets. I mention 

these because I have had many a laugh when thinking of them, 

and similar stunts. 

 

Reminiscence of “B” Company J. P. Riley, now of Vernon, 

B.C. 

Since this war started several of the old boys around here have 

asked me: “How many chickens are there in Northern France?” 

I did not get all of the chickens that were stewed, although I 

was accused often enough. 

One morning early, I had a nice fat rooster under my arm, was 

going back to Jock Smith’s cook-shack, when I met the then 

Colonel Griesbach. He asked me: “Where did you get the 

chicken?” I told him “I was passing a farm about a mile from here 

when this rooster ran at me and tried to bite me. So, I captured 

him and am taking him in as a prisoner.” A gleam came to his eyes 

and I knew I had won again by my lie-ability. He went towards 

the farm I had pointed out to him and I went to put my “prisoner” 

in the care of Jock Smith. I think that guy Jock killed my prisoner! 

What bothered me mostly was: “Why should a Colonel be out 

so early?” and “Does a Colonel have to get his own chickens?” 

Perhaps you 49ers can tell me. 

 

“B” and H.Q. Medical Orderly 

Many thanks for the Forty-Niner which is the first issue I have 

had but not the last. I sure got a great kick reading it; bringing 

back memories of long ago. 
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Well Norman, I was an orderly at the Royal Alex Hospital when I 

joined the 63rd Battalion, so naturally when I joined the 49th at Albert on 

the Somme I became a stretcher bearer in “B” company, and it was not 

long before I had lots of first aid work to do. 

I got a slight wound in the hand when we went over to take Kenora 

Trench. I was away three weeks coming back to “B” company and 

staying with them until just before the Big Push, when I was transferred 

to Battalion Headquarters. 

I worked alongside Doc. Young and was with him on both occasions 

when he was wounded. And, by the way, what a grand man he was. His 

surgery hours up the line were from 12 midnight to 12 midnight, and I 

can honestly say our Red Cross flag was as close to the front line as any 

in the Canadian Corps, with the Doctor always in attendance during the 

big push. 

And talking about decorations the only one I received is the memory 

of knowing I was of some use to many a poor devil who could not help 

himself, and that I cherish greatly. 

I got my discharge in the Old Country, returning to Edmonton 12 

months later. I came down to Toronto in 1923. 

Kindest regards to all Forty-Niners, yours sincerely, No. 466065, 

Percy A. Wills. 

“B” and “C” Companies 

At times the Forty-Niner has urged the troops to send in any story that 

might help out. Here is one that should have been told years ago. 

On Oct. 8th, 1916, “B” and parts of “C” companies were in what we 

thought was Regina Trench but in reality, was Kenora, a C.T. About noon 

nearly all the bombers there were casualties, and I a “B” coy. runner was 

sent back to “A” coy. for others to fill in. When I returned with the 

bombers, I found that Capt. Stanley Davies of “C” coy. was there helping 

the remnant. 

The Germans were using potato mashers and could throw them 

farther than our men could throw the Mills. So, we were getting the worst 

of the argument. Stanley Davies was the only one throwing far enough to 

reach them. Bombers, as you know, are taught to throw over the head in 

order to save the arm, but Capt. Davies did not try to save his arm. He 

threw the bombs as he would a ball, and what Germans were able to 

retired until they were unable to reach us with their bombs. While this 

unequal duel was being fought, (one against many) Davies was entirely 

cool and calm placing every bomb where it did most damage. It was a 

pitching duel with the lives of men for the stakes. 

Not many of us walked out of there, but some of us would surely be 

there yet were it not for the courage of this officer. Some of the men who 

came out were later on killed, so it is possible I am the only man, except 

Davies, now living who saw him at work; and he will never tell of it. 

I later tried to reach Col. Billy to tell him and tried to get some 

recognition for Davies. Billy was out, but I told another officer whose 

name need not be mentioned. I was told that because we had failed there 

would be no awards to anyone. 

Will you please try and make a story out of this jumble of words to 

let the world know, (through the pages of the 49er) what Capt. Stanley 

Davies did for us when we were not able to effectively help ourselves. 

As ever, your old comrade, J. P. Riley, 432983. 

“D” Company 

George Smillie, 116 14th Ave. West, Calgary, writes thanking the 

Association for sending the copies of the Forty-Niner to him. “I saw,” he 

says, ‘‘in the January issue some time ago, Lieut. Harvey’s name 

mentioned in the Wandering Boy pages. This brought back memories of 

my second trip in at the Somme, which was a very wet and miserable one. 

We had got nicely consolidated and I was detailed for periscope duty 

when Harvey came along and asked me if I would like to be runner for 

him. I can’t remember whether he said his man had been killed or 

wounded, however, I said it was O.K. with me. His answer was “That’s 

fine.” He continued along the trench, saying he would be back in a few 

minutes. Then Heinie presented me with some shrapnel, so I did not make 

the grade as runner. When Lieut. Harvey got back, he was quite surprised 

to learn I had been wounded and to find me lying on a rubber sheet in a 

pool of water. He asked George Stroud to get me out as soon as possible 

but owing to shortage of stretcher bearers it was five or six hours before 

I was taken out. (George Stroud “D” coy. Sergeant, killed on the Somme, 

was one of the cleanest living men, physically and morally, of which the 

battalion could boast. A splendid example to all the young soldiers. 

Editor). 

I wish all connected with the Forty-Niner every success in their work. 
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NEW DEPARTURE FOR ANNUAL CHURCH PARADE 
Pals of Two Conflicts Remembered in Annual Cenotaph Parade and in Solemn Church Service at Reserve Battalion’s Annual 

Camp. Padre Pleads for Just Punishment for Aggressors and for New Concept of Man’s Brotherhood. Weatherman Kind for 

Picnickers and Sports Events Which Followed 
 

The dead and the wounded of two wars were remembered 

solemnly by members of the Association on July 14th, when veterans 

of two wars, who had served with The Regiment took part in the 20th 

annual church parade. The church parade opened with a march from 

the market square to the cenotaph where a wreath was laid in their 

memory. 

Threatening skies are believed to be responsible for the fact that 

more members of the association were not present when the parade 

formed up on the market square under the guidance of president and 

Parade Marshal, Major R. C. Arthurs, M.C., Parade adjutant George 

Gleave and Parade Sergeant-major Sid Parsons, but nearly 100 

veterans of both wars were present. 

They formed up in the companies to which they had once 

belonged, where former brigadiers, colonels and others who had risen 

to distinction of “brass” found themselves happily marching shoulder 

to shoulder with those who had been humble rear rank privates. 

Brigadier or private, colonel or lance-corporal, however their 

thoughts were the same; their memories of those who were not that 

day nor ever would be attending an association church parade were 

equally vivid when the parade halted at the cenotaph and they 

watched J. C. Jefferson, former brigadier and once commanding 

officer of The Regiment lay a wreath at the foot of the cenotaph. The 

bugle sounded the sweetly solemn “Last Post” and the parade stood 

in reverent silence, during which it is safe to say every man thought 

of the lonesome grave of a comrade in far-away France — in Italy or 

in some remote corner of the globe. 

Reveille was sounded, with its promise of renewed life, renewed 

hope for mankind and the parade returned to the Market Square along 

Jasper Avenue. At the 101 Street corner, Lt.-Col. L. C. Harris, V.D., 

once the unit’s medical officer in the first war took the salute. 

At the market square families of the men who had been on parade, 

joined by others waited beside the fleet of buses and army trucks 

which was to take them out to Winterburn camp for the rest of the 

church service and for the first annual picnic of the association. 

After preliminary arrangements had been made at the camp the 

members of the association, and nearly 200 men of the Loyal 

Edmonton Regiment (R) who were then encamped at the ranges 

formed a square for the church service conducted by the Rev. E. T. 

Scragg, association chaplain. 

The service opened with the hymn glorifying God and his Son 

“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name,” a hymn stirringly able to appeal 

to the soldier with its martial air. 

In the scripture reading which followed occurs the ever-

appropriate verse for an occasion such as this “Greater love hath no 

man than this, that he lay down his life for his friend.” — St. John 

15:13. 

An appeal for God’s help to us in the future as in the past was 

contained in the next hymn “O God Our Help in Ages Past.” 

In opening his address, which was titled, “Lest We Forget,” Mr. 

Scragg drew attention to the fact that this was the first of the church 

parades to be held since the close of the second world war. 

“Victory has been won in both the East and the West,” he said, 

“the enemies of freedom and justice lie beaten in the dust. We have 

just cause to thank God and extol the bravery of our sailors, soldiers 

and airmen who made such a glorious triumph possible.” 

Referring to the dead of two wars who had thus achieved victory 

he saluted them thus, “By the supreme, price they gloriously paid, the 

lights of civilization which had gone out in the world are being lit 

once more. True, some of the lights burn but faintly, but they shine 

with an ever-increasing power and will become more luminous as 

time goes on.” 

He called on the assembled veterans to remember also those of 

the living who “still bear on their bodies the marks of their wounds, 

and alas, sometimes too on their minds.” 

“Again and again,” he said, “as I go around the wards in our 

hospitals, I am amazed and humbled by the magnificent courage, the 

contagious cheerfulness and calm fortitude of those gallant fellows 

who endure pain and suffering for weeks, months, sometimes for 

years — and without complaining at their lot.” They have also earned 

our salute today, the padre said. 

“Lest We Forget,” Mr. Scragg said was more than a call to 

remember the dead — it was also a clarion call to rededicate ourselves 

to service of and for the living. 

In ringing terms, the padre condemned the war-makers who had 

thrust the world into the “great conspiracy against humanity.” He 

pleaded that their punishment should be just and fitting and pleaded 

that the sickly sentimentalism or saccharine nonsense which found 

such widespread public support after the first world war shall have no 

place in the carrying out of the just deserts to those responsible in this 

war.” 

Justice to our dead comrades, justice to our wounded and maimed, 

justice to the hungry and homeless millions of the world, justice to 

our children, the call of the new world that is to be all demand that 

this great calamity shall not be repeated, he emphasized as he pleaded 

that statesmen of the world be given guidance to create a lasting 

peace. 

He also urged vigilance in the protection of freedom within our 

own country — and suggested that veterans should be prepared to 

speak always for the rights of those who have been widowed or 

orphaned by the war. 

“The problems of peace will be many and difficult, he said and 

pointed to our wartime ally, Russia as an example of the type of 

difficulty which will have to be solved. He recounted Russia’s 

enormous sacrifices in the war, which made it very difficult for us to 

understand an “ally that seeks to spy upon our ways of doing things 

and who seeks to bribe our citizens to reveal national secrets and at 

other times seeks to impose such arbitrary conditions and judgments 

when the allies are trying hard to arrive at some harmonious 

decision.” 
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CHURCH PARADE AND PICNIC SCENES — Pictured on the Market Square, in the top, as the parade fell in are: George Gleave No. 
432829, Alan Elliott, John Michaels, Ronnie Arthurs, Ernie Wilson and Bill Stillman No. 696050. The second picture shows Padre Scragg 

addressing the gathering at the picnic grounds and in the bottom picture are Harry and Mrs. Smith’s party. 
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Though there can be no compromise nor truce in the agelong battle 

between good and evil, the padre peered into the future as he closed and 

saw “the outline of a better world and order of things, when human greed 

and avarice has given way to brotherly love and co-operation” and when 

Robert Burns augury of the shape of things to come shall become a 

reality. 

“For a’ that and a’ that. It’s coming yet for a’ that “That man to man, 

the world o’er, shall brothers be for a’ that.” 

Service concluded by the singing of the favorite hymn of the 

regiment’s beloved founder “Billy” Griesbach, a graceful tribute to that 

gallant leader, who so long presided over the destinies of the infant 

regiment as its first commander and of the association as its long-time 

president. 

Mrs. Griesbach was one of the guests of the association at the service 

and picnic. 

Though most of the members present with their families had brought 

their own lunch, ample rations were available in a cook tent at the end of 

the field where the parade was held. A long-familiar petrol pressure 

cooker presided over by equally familiar — to most of the new veterans 

— “Blackie” Dowdell heated up the water for the coffee which each 

family head came to get. 

The ubiquitous John Michaels was on hand with free ice-cream and 

candy for the kiddies — and in another tent — not too far away bottled 

goods were available to the thirsty, and though the day was not too warm 

and remained threatening, there was some evidence of thirst. 

Bill Cromb, was in charge of the kiddies’ sports — and also the adult 

events — but unfortunately no list of the winners of the various hotly 

contested events was made available to this writer. 

Anyway, the day was a success, due to the efforts of the various 

committees appointed and also due to the efforts of Kenny Kinnaird, his 

officers and men, now engaged in carrying on the traditions so worthily 

established in the first great war. 

Among those noted on the church parade were the following (Please 

note omissions may be due to difficulty in deciphering names as written): 

Headquarters Company 

A. Zobatar, M. J. Mills, W. Cook, P. Darlington, S. Potashnyk, W. 

Cromb, L. Hagen, Roulette, Y. Rosser, R. Hidson, W. T. Nelson, Bert 

Hidson, R. E. Fellows, W. Soars, W. G. Stillman. 

A Company 

W. Mair, R. C. Arthurs, G. Cleave, R. Williams, A. Gould, J. W. H. 

Williams, G. H. Crabb, O. Muckleston, H. Hind, Jas. Rowlatt. 

B Company 

A. C. Stewart, George Hollands, A. H. Elliott, J. W. Hunter, H. J. 

McDonald, J. H. Mair, R. Dean, C. A. Walker, G. W. Killips, R. Law, W. 

R. Brownlee, Joseph Van Grinsven, A. K. Madsen, Chris Skov, S. E. 

Southorn, John Morris, H. Larmour, Alan Macdonald, R. D. Scott, J. D. 

Scott, F. W. Nelson, H. O. Palmer. 

C Company 

A. R. Patrick, S. J. Byrant, F. Waite, M. C. Gibbons, G. M. Beaton, J. 

Foote, G. M. Mandick, A. Robinson, H. Smith, G. J. Simmons, H. 

Sandilands, R. C. Blakely, A. Black, W. H. Simpson, Dan Gilchrist, G. 

P. Tucker, G. B. Main, G. W. Wigham. 

D Company 

J. Blewett, J. Irwin, T. Mason, G. Foley, R. Bowen, F. Pearle, Ted 

Horton, A. J. Smith, A. Doncaster, H. E. Tanner, Chas. Wampler, Percy 

Riley, N. Hebert, Seattle, Jack Stocki, N. E. Cook, H. E. Balfour, E. B. 

Wilson, N. Arnold, Alex MacDonald. 

The band was led by Ted Lendskoog. 
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DRAMATIC RADIO PLAY TELLS OF 49er HERO 
The Following Play, Written by Frederick W. Ayre, U.S. Army, Was Enacted Over Radio Station CJCA on Sunday Evening, 

May 21st, 1944, by the CJCA Players and Was Sponsored by Northwestern Utilities Ltd. It Tells the Story of How Sgt. Robert 

Baden Whiteside Won the Distinguished Conduct Medal. 
 

Robert: 

(fading in) . . . well, that’s the story, Margaret . . . they don’t give 

one much time in the army. . .  

Margaret: 

I should say they don’t . . . well, my dear . . . I expect we’ll just 

have to bear up . . . but it’s going to be awfully lonely here in 

Penhold without you, Robert. . . . 

Robert: 

I know, but after all, it won’t be for too long a time. . . . I’m certain 

this whole business will be over in a matter of months now . . . with 

France . . . and that Maginot Line . . . and our growing air forces . 

. . the Germans are going to find that they’ve bitten off more than 

they can chew . . . they’re going to take a beating they’ll never 

forget. . . . 

Margaret: 

... I hope you’re right. . . . 

Robert: 

I know I am . . . listen, darling . . . you must have faith . . . we’ve 

got everything on our side . . . the men . . . the leadership . . . and . 

. . and . . . 

Margaret: 

. . . and the right ... ? ... is that what you were going to say ... ? . . . 

I know that’s true, . . . but is that enough ...?... the Czechs had right 

on their side, too . . . and the Poles ... it wasn’t enough for them . . 

. why should it be for us . . . ? 

Robert: 

It has to be . . . that’s all . . . it was in Nineteen Fourteen . . . and it 

will be now. ... If we didn’t believe that . . . there wouldn’t be much 

point in fighting. . . . 

Margaret: 

. . . you have got faith, haven’t you Robert . . . Robert: 

Yes, my dear ... I have ... I guess even in Nineteen Seventeen . . . 

when I joined up last time ... I had faith of a sort . . . although I 

remember perfectly well that at the time it was the regimental band 

of the Strathcona Horse . . . that set my spine tingling . . . and I 

couldn’t resist the patriotic impulse that swept over me . . . but it’s 

different now . . . there are precious few bands playing . . . there’s 

practically no soul-stirring songs being sung . . . and there’s no 

doubt in anyone’s mind about the fact that war’s a beastly business 

. . . and the sooner we get it over with . . . the better ... so, my dearest 

wife ... be of good cheer . . . keep the home fires burning . . . take 

care of our girl . . . and pray for me. . . . I’ll come home to you just 

as fast as ever I can. . . . God bless you. . . . 

Narrator: 

Thus ... in December of Nineteen Thirty-Nine . _. . did Robert 

Baden Whiteside . . . thirty- nine-year-old veteran of the war of 

Nineteen Fourteen . . . bid farewell to his wife in Penhold, Alberta 

. . . Robert Baden Whiteside . . . Distinguished Conduct Medal . . . 

for gallantry 

in action above and beyond the call of duty . . . but it was four long 

and tedious years before Sergeant Whiteside got the opportunity to 

distinguish himself thus . . . four years of training . . . and endless 

monotony . . . while the Battle of Britain and the Battle of the 

Atlantic . . . and the Battle of the Underground in ravaged Europe 

. . . raged about him . . . then ... in the Fall of Forty-Three . . . the 

Allied armies landed on the Italian mainland . . . before the little 

town of Colle d’Anchise ... in October ... as platoon sergeant of 

“A” company of a Canadian infantry regiment . . . Sergeant 

Whiteside reports to his commanding officer. . . . 

Robert: 

. . . Yes, sir ... I know . . . we’re safe enough but D company’s 

completely cut off . . . and you can see what’s cutting ’em off from 

here 

C.O.:' 

. . . behind that wall over there, you mean? Robert: 

That’s it, sir . . . there’s two machine guns there . . . and “D” 

company’s the other side of them . . . Sir . . . 

C.O.: 

Well, Sergeant Whiteside . . . ? 
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Robert: 

I’d like your permission, sir ... to have a shot at knocking them out. . .  

C.O.: 

I hate to say no to you . . . but you’d have to cross through that built-

up sector between here and the wall . . . there may be all kinds of sniper 

posts in those buildings ... it would be suicide, Sergeant . . . absolute 

suicide . . .  

Robert: 

But on the other hand, sir . . . if we don’t make some effort to get those 

two strong points out of action, “D” company may never reach its 

objective . . . and if you’ll forgive me for saying so, sir ... it would be 

far better to let one man try it than to expose a dozen men in a squad 

to snipers . . . please, Captain . . . let me have a crack at them. . . . 

C.O.: 

. . . very well, Sergeant Whiteside . . . but for God’s sake don’t take 

any more chances than you have to . . . keep along the walls of those 

buildings as much as you can . . . and when you have to break into the 

open . . . hug the ground. . . . 

Robert: 

Right, sir . . . and thanks. . . . 

C.O.: 

Don’t thank me ... I wouldn’t have time to say ‘you’re welcome’ . . . 

because I’m going to be too busy praying that you make it. . . . Good 

luck to you, Whiteside ... be careful. . . .  

Robert: 

... it was a frightening experience . . . but once I’d started, there just 

wasn’t any turning back . . . dead mules lay along the road I had to 

follow ... at one corner . . . two German ambulances ... a truck and an 

armored car were piled up together . . . riddled by shrapnel . . . the 

stench from the dead lying around them was nauseating ... as I neared 

the first buildings . . . enemy shells began bursting ahead of me. ... I 

flattened out . . . but with every crunch of a shell-burst ... I became 

more and more obsessed with the idea that the Germans were probing 

for me, personally, with their artillery . . . then shells began bursting at 

my left . . . and I was forced to get behind three of our Bren gun carriers 

that had preceded our entry into the outskirts of the town . . . 

unfortunately it was these carriers that the Germans were aiming at . . 

. they thought, apparently, that they were still in operation ... as a matter 

of fact . . . the crews of all three were dead . . . all, that is, except one 

lad whose leg had been all but torn off by a burst of shrapnel. . . . 

Robert: 

. . . don’t stare at me so_, lad. . . . I’m a friend. ... I want to help you. . 

. . 

Soldier: 

(sobbing faintly) . . . go . . . away . . . it’s . . . no . . . use. . . . 

Robert: 

Oh, come, lad . . . don’t give up like that. . . . I’m going to take you 

back to a dressing station . . . good Lord, boy . . . how long have you 

been like this. . . . ? 

Soldier: 

. . . it . . . seems . . . like . . . years. . . .  

Robert: 

Has anybody looked after you yet. . . . ?  

Soldier: 

. . . no . . . 
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Robert: 

Well, then . . . we’ll just give you a little shot of this . . . that’ll do the 

trick . . . now . . . if I help you . . . can you sit up. . . .? 

Soldier: 

I . . . feel . . . pretty . . . weak. . . . 

Robert: 

Don’t worry about that . . . here now . . . put your arm around my neck 

. . . that’s right . . . hang on . . . here we go. . . . 

Music: 

Robert: 

(fading in) . . . that was about the worst experience I ever had . . . even 

the morphine didn’t seem to ease the lad’s pain . . . luckily for him, he 

fainted before we’d gone more than a few yards. ... I tell you, that trip 

back to our position was sheer hell . . . machine gun bullets were 

spraying all around me . . . shells were bursting on all sides . . . and I 

was walking upright through it all ... I had to on account of the lad I 

was carrying . . . how we came through it without either of us being hit 

... is something I’ll never understand. . . . 

C.O.: 

(fading in) ... thank God you’re back Sergeant Whiteside . . . even if 

you didn’t get those two guns. . . . 

Robert: 

Well I had to get that kid back here, sir . . . now I’m going back for 

those Germans. . . . 

C.O.: 

Haven’t you had enough . . . for one day, anyway. . . . Haven’t you. . .  

Robert: 

I’m still thinking of “D” company, sir . . . you’ll not withdraw your 

permission will you, sir. . . . ? 

C.O.: 

You’re a stubborn son-of-a-gun, Whiteside . . . no ... go to it, if you 

still want to. . . . 

Robert: 

. . . for the next fifteen minutes all hell broke loose . . . when, finally, 

there was a let-up. ... I managed to get into a small house which the 

Germans apparently had been using as a field dressing station .... from 

there it was only about a hundred and twenty yards to the wall which 

was shielding the two machine guns. ... I took careful note of the slope 

leading up to this wall . . . and I noticed through my glasses a little 

trench dug in the side of the hill about forty yards below the wall . . . 

but between me . . . and the trench there was almost a hundred yards 

of completely exposed ground. . . . God, I thought to myself . . . what 

a fool you are, Whiteside, to stick your neck out like this . . . what’s in 

it, anyway . . . ? and then I thought of those poor devils down there in 

“D” company ... a whole damn company of men cut off from their 

objective . . . exposed to a possible flanking operation by the Germans 

which would cut them off completely ... by two lousy machine guns . 

. . and I got so mad I ran out of that building . . . into the street . . . and 

up the side of the hill without even thinking what I was doing ... by 

some miracle, I flopped into that trench without so much as a scratch 

on me . . . then the Germans turned their guns on me . . . and while they 

couldn’t touch me . . . they certainly kept me bottled up in that trench. 

... I didn’t dare even stick my nose above ground. . . . finally they 

stopped . . . and for a long time. 
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there was silence . . . very carefully I looked over the trench . . . there 

wasn’t a sign of life anywhere ... so I opened up against that wall with 

my tommy-gun . . . and presently, believe it or not ... a German sergeant 

came walking out from behind with his hands in the air. . . . 

German: 

. . . surrender . . . surrender . . . I . . . surrender . . . friend ... do not shoot 

. . . Englishman. . . . 

Robert: 

Come over here, you . . . and walk in a straight line . . . none of your 

tricks now. . . . 

German: 

. . . no tricks . . . I . . . am . . . kamerad. . . .  

Robert: 

I’ll kamerad you, my lad, if you pull any monkeyshines . . . what’s 

happened to the rest of your gang . . . ? 

German: 

Gang ...?... oh, ja, . . . my men . . . we . . . ran . . . out of . . . how do 

you say it? . . . out of bullets . . . then you started firing . . . at us . . . 

and now . . . three of my men . . . are . . . dead . . . and the rest . . . 

except ... myself . . . are . . . are wounded. . . . 

Robert: 

Okay, pal . . . we’ll go up and take a look at your friends . . . then we’ll 

take a walk back to see my commanding officer. . . . Holy smoke ... I 

believe you’re the first German soldier I’ve talked to since the last war 

. . . have a cigarette. . . . ? 

German: 

Thank you. . . . 

Robert: 

Come along now. . . . 

C.O.: 

. . . well, Whiteside ... let me offer you my congratulations ... it was a 

most amazing job . . . why you’re still in one piece, Heaven alone 

knows . . . anyhow ... I think you’ve earned a rest . . . tomorrow 

morning you’re off for Naples on pass . . . and I don’t want to see you 

back here until you’ve had your fill of wine . . . song . . . and anything 

else you may have on your mind ... is that understood. . . . ? 

Robert: 

It is, sir . . . and thanks . . . good afternoon, sir. . . . 

C.O.: 

Phelps . . . take a letter to headquarters . . . Dear Colonel Graham ... I 

take occasion to write you this letter in a more or less personal form . 

. . primarily because of the singular circumstances which have 

prompted its writing . . . but more particularly because the man about 

whom I am writing is one of the most gallent soldiers I have ever 

known. . . . On the afternoon of 23 October . . . Sergeant Robert Baden 

Whiteside ... of Penhold, Alberta, asked for . . . and received from me 

. . . permission to personally engage and attempt to destroy two enemy 

machinegun nests ... at great personal risk he prevented these nests 

from using their guns further on another company of the regiment 

which was endeavoring to advance . . . after the action ... it was found 

he had accounted for eleven of the enemy killed and wounded. . . . He 

also captured a German non-commissioned officer and removed to 

safety under very heavy fire one of our own wounded. . . . Sergeant 

Whiteside’s meritorious deed enabled “D” company to work forward 

at greater speed at a crucial time in the battle and secure its 
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objective. ... I would like, at this time, to recommend that Sergeant 

Whiteside be given the award of the Distinguished Conduct Medal. . . 

. He has earned more than that in reality . . . for he deserves the thanks 

of every Canadian . . . both in the service and in civilian life . . . for he 

typifies the fighting men of our beloved country. ... It is men of 

Sergeant Whiteside’s caliber, who will win this war. . . . 

* * * * 

Brigadier Wells Appreciates Forty-Niner 

The following letter was received from Brigadier Wells of The Loyals 

in England and is published for its interest to the many friends he has 

over here who served with The Loyal Edmonton Regiment. 

Shropshire Club, Shrewsbury,  

August 17th, 1946. 

Dear Mr. Arnold: 

I have just received the July number of the “Forty-Niner,” and feel 

that I ought to have written to you before to say how much I have appre-

ciated and enjoyed having it, but now that I have ceased to be Colonel of 

my regiment, I do feel that, if you are disposed to go on sending it, it 

should now go to my successor — Brigadier J. P. D. Underwood, D.S.O., 

Stanway Hall, By Shrub End, Colchester, Essex. 

As I say, I have thoroughly enjoyed the magazine, and do 

congratulate you and those responsible for it. I cannot imagine a better 

example of what a regimental magazine should be! Thank you all very 

much for sending it to me during my Colonelcy. I am forwarding this 

copy to Underwood (as I have recent copies) so that he may be up-to-

date. 

It was very interesting to see, in this number, photos of so many of 

the officers I had met over here, and I cannot help feeling that the 

magazine must be a very popular feature in the life of the Regiment. 

With renewed thanks, and wishing you all good fortune, and with you 

the Loyal Edmonton Regiment. 

Yours sincerely, John B. Wells, Yeaton Peverey. 

P.S. I have left Yeaton Peverey now, and at the moment have no 

permanent address, as houses are not easy to find over here these days! 

The club address will find me. 

Needless to say, Brig. Wells’ name is being continued on our courtesy 

list for receipt of the Forty-Niner, Editor. 
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RESERVE BATTALION CONTINUES VIGOROUS TRAINING 
Winter “Scheme Projected with New Tactics — Battalion Has Had Busy Year with Schemes and Recruiting Drive — Summer 

Camp Includes Trip to Jasper in Convoy. 
 

By Captain H. M. (Bob) Turner 

At the time of writing, the date being the thirteenth of December 

1946, looking back over the years, and the activities of the Loyal 

Edmonton Regiment, memory brings forth the fact, that, on 

approximately the same date in the. year 1917, the 49th Battalion was 

in rest at St. Hilairre under the command of Colonel Palmer, having 

just completed that epic battle of Passchendaele, in which so many of 

our pals gave up their lives for a good cause. 

Coming forward twenty-seven years, the year 1943, the 

Edmonton Regt, was preparing to commence another epic battle, that 

of Ortona, under the command of Colonel Jefferson. The battalion 

was holding positions on Vino Ridge, Italy. Once again, the Regiment 

proved a credit to our country. 

Coming forward two more years, it is found that even though 

hostilities have ceased, that the name of the Regiment is still being 

carried forward by the reserve battalion. The reserve battalion, under 

the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Kinnaird during the war, did a 

terrific service in reinforcing the active battalion in the theatre of war. 

The training that this reserve battalion embarked on included all 

phases of active service training. 

During the Summer of this year, 1946, a summer camp was held 

at Winterburn. There were in attendance approximately two hundred 

all ranks. During the period of this camp, an exercise called “Rocky” 

was indulged in, wherein the Loyal Edmonton Regiment proceeded 

to Jasper, Alberta, in vehicles, with the object of familiarizing all 

ranks with the role of an infantry unit as the leading formation of an 

infantry brigade. Their particular role was to clear the town of Jasper 

and surrounding features in the Jasper National Park, of enemy. 

The scheme was a total success and all ranks benefitted 

immensely by their training. 

On the twenty-fifth of July 1946, a scheme “Interest” was 

embarked on and consisted of Captain Ralph Hayter, Captain Les 

Taplin, Captain E. Mason and several other ranks. The object of this 

scheme was to create interest amongst the outlying districts with 

regards to the reserve unit. They took with them several vehicles and 

at each town, a total of twenty-three in fact, set up marquees, in which 

they displayed to the public, war souvenirs picked up by the various 

boys throughout the years. The general public had explained to them 

the use of, not only our weapons, but also enemy weapons. The 

interest that was created through this venture was nothing less than 

tremendous and had the result — that the recruiting for the reserve 

battalion was noticeably increased. 

During the month of September, the Loyal Edmonton Regiment 

had the privilege of supplying the guards of honour to the Governor 

General and to Field Marshal Montgomery, at which Lieut. R. Game 

carried the colors and the guard was supplied by “B” Company of 

Vegreville. The escort consisted of Sergeant Rudd and Sergeant 

Hodgins, of Vegreville. 

On the sixth of December 1946, Lieut. Col. Kinnaird retired from 

the reserve battalion and Lieut. Col. William Cromb took over the 

responsible position. A Mess dinner was given, at which many former 

Edmonton regiment men were present and during the ceremony the 

sword belonging to the late Gen. Griesbach, which is passed on from 

Battalion Commander to Battalion Commander, was presented to 

Lieut. Col. Cromb by Lieut. Col. Kinnaird. During the same 

ceremony, Major Ted Day, 2nd in Command of the Battalion, was 

presented with the sword that belonged to Major Justus Wilson, 

original “D” Company Commander, during the Great War. This 

sword is passed on from 2nd in Command to 2nd in Command. 

At the present moment, under the Command of Colonel Cromb, 

preparations are being made for a Winter training scheme called 

“Exercise Husky” to be held in Wainwright during the month of 

February, wherein new Winter equipment is to be tested, new types 

of tactics to be indulged in, and new ideas will be tried out. While 

most of the training will be outdoors, the syllabus is arranged so that 

there will be no excessive strain on personnel who have not had the 

opportunity to condition themselves to training. 

“B” Company at Vegreville is under command of Major F. J. W. 

Fane. “A” Company at Vermilion is under the command of Lieut. D. 

Brimacombe. “C” Company at Ross Creek is under command of 

Major A. M. Johnson. “D” Company, Grande Prairie is under 

command of Captain A. J. Mantle. Headquarters and Support 

Company of Edmonton are under command of Captain Hunter. 

 

  



Jan 1947    No. 44             THE FOURTY NINER 
 

Page 18 of 45 
 

 

LIEUT.-COL. KINNAIRD HANDS OVER TO HIS SUCCESSOR 

 
Lt.-Col. “Bill Cromb, left, is shown in the formal act of taking over command of the Reserve Battalion. In his hand he holds the sword, once 

the property of “Billy” Griesbach, which is an almost living symbol of the descent of the Reserve Battalion from the 49th Battalion, C.E.F. Lt.-

Col. “Kenny” Kinnaird has just handed him the sword and is wishing him luck in his new command. 
 

 

It is gratifying to see the number of comrades who have been chosen 

for important positions since their return to civilian life. This applies not 

only to government appointments but to executives and business officials 

whose ability has justified their choice. 
 

 

 

Cromb Succeeds Kinnaird 

Appointment of Lt.-Col. W. T. Cromb, D.S.O., as commanding 

officer of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment reserve unit was announced last 

November by Maj.-Gen. F. F. Worthington, G.O.C. Western Army 

Command. Col. Cromb succeeds Lt.-Col. G. D. K. Kinnaird to the 

appointment which the latter has held since June 1945. 

The new C.O. led the Loyal Edmonton Regiment home in October 

1945. A former school teacher he is now superintendent of rehabilitation 

for the department of veterans’ affairs in Edmonton. 

Col. Cromb stated he hoped to see as many as possible of the Loyal 

Edmonton Regiment wartime officers and other ranks at the Thursday 

night parades at the Prince of Wales Armouries. “I feel they have 

something to offer from their own experience to the younger fellows 

joining the postwar army,” he said. 

It is his intention to make training interesting as well as instructional 

for the young new soldiers who join his unit. 

With his appointment, Col. Cromb again is serving with Brig. J. C. 

Jefferson. The latter commanded the 10th Brigade in action and Col. 

Cromb led the Lincoln and Welland Regiment in this brigade. Now Brig. 

Jefferson is commanding the 18th Brigade of the reserve army of which 

the Loyal Edmonton Regiment is part. 
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WEDDING BELLS REPLACE BUGLE CALLS 
49ers and Their Relatives Wed in Past Year 

Laubman—Gibson 

Flt. Lt. Donald C. Laubman, D.F.C. and Bar and Miss Margaret 

MacDonald Gibson of Calgary were married at Christ Church, 

Calgary, June 15, with Rev. W. H. Crump officiating. The bride is 

the daughter of Dr. and Mrs. J. L. Gibson of Calgary, and the 

bridegroom is the son of Mr. and Mrs. C. F. Laubman of Edmonton. 

The bridegroom’s father served in the 49th, World War I, and as 

R.S.M. of the 2nd (R) Bn. in this last war. Don is now an officer in 

the permanent force. 

Wampler—Mackay 

In an early evening ceremony Thursday, Sept. 19, in Knox United 

Church, Norma Ione, twin daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Claude Mackay, 

of Edmonton, became the bride of Mr. Jack Manson Wampler, son of 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Wampler, Edmonton. The bride was given 

away by her brother, Mr. Donald Mackay. Miss Lola Mackay, the 

bride’s twin sister, was bridesmaid. Best man was Mr. John Taylor. 

A reception to 50 guests was held after the ceremony. The bride’s 

table was laid in white lace and centered with a tiered wedding cake. 

They have taken up residence in Edmonton. Wampler senior, served 

in D Company of the 49th, War I. 

Amelia—Livingstone 

Last September Mr. and Mrs. P. M. Livingstone announced the 

marriage of their second daughter, Edith Anne to LAC R. R. (Bob) 

Amelia, second son of Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Amelia, of Windsor, 

Ontario. The wedding took place on September 7th in the rectory of 

the church of the Immaculate Conception. The Rev. Father T. P. 

Coyne officiating. 

Ledingham—Wennerstrom 

In the early summer at St. Andrew’s church in Edmonton, Rev. 

H. Douglas Stewart officiated at the marriage of Miss Helen Christina 

Wennerstrom, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. P. Wennerstrom of Winfield, 

Alta., to Mr. James Alexander Ledingham, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. 

Ledingham of Edmonton. Mrs. A. MacPherson, sister of the groom 

was matron-of-honor. Best man was Mr. Robert Wennerstrom. A 

reception to the immediate families was held at Mrs. MacPherson’s 

home. They have taken up residence in Edmonton. The groom’s dad 

was the well-known A coy’s. “Husky.” 

Broughton—Browse 

The Chapel of Christ Church Cathedral, Vancouver, was the 

scene of the wedding last July 26, when Miss Doreen Mable Browse, 

daughter of M. F. H. and Mrs. Browse of Edmonton, became the bride 

of Mr. Harold Ellis Broughton, son of Mr. and Mrs. H. Broughton of 

Vancouver, formerly of Edson, Alta. Rev. Mr. Swanson officiated. 

The bride was given in marriage by her father, who served in A Coy., 

49th and also in the 1st Bn. Miss M. Browse, sister of the bride, was 

bridesmaid. Mr. Frederick Broughton, brother of the bridegroom, was 

best man. The reception was held in the Georgia Hotel. They now 

reside in Vancouver.
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McKay—Page 

It was reported to us in December that Hugh McKay, of the 1st 

Bn. married the widow of the late Sgt. Page, killed in action with the 

1st Bn., in Edmonton last September 20th. 

Williams—Mayne 

The photo appeared in a local paper of Mr. Robert Bruce Williams 

and his bride, the former Kathleen Anderson Mayne, who were 

married in an evening ceremony last fall in Strathcona Baptist church. 

The bride is the younger daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Mayne, 

of Edmonton, and the groom is the eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. M. R. 

Williams, also of this city. Mr. Williams served in D company and 

H.Q. of the 49th. The couple are residing in Edmonton. 

Hately—Smith 

The wedding took place last November at the First Baptist Church 

in Edmonton, of Miss Miriam Smith, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. H. O. 

Smith of Edmonton and Mr. James Hately, son of Mr. and Mrs. S. 

Hately, late of Ardrossan and now of North Bend, B.C. Rev. H. 

Flanagan officiated. The bride’s father served with A Company of the 

49th and a brother, Sam, served with the 1st Bn. They will reside in 

Edmonton. 

Nelson—McKenzie 

A photo appeared in the local papers last November of Mr. and 

Mrs. Walter Isaac Nelson whose wedding took place in the First 

Presbyterian Church in Edmonton. Miss Margaret McKenzie, the 

bride, is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John McKenzie, of Edmonton, 

and the groom is a son of Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Nelson, of Grande 

Prairie. So we naturally believe the groom is the son of our 49th stal-

wart, Ike Nelson, now of Grande Prairie, and onetime B coy. ration 

snatcher. 

Cheshire—Hodgson 

In a ceremony held last November in Holy Trinity church, Miss 

Jessie Allan Hodgson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. E. C. Hodgson, of 

Edmonton, was the bride of Mr. Allan Gee Cheshire, D.C.M., of 

Edmonton, formerly of Ashmont. Rev. W. M. Nainby performed the 

ceremony. The bride was given in marriage by her father and was 

attended by two sisters Misses Margaret and Florence Hodgson. Best 

man was Mr. David Smith, and the ushers were Mr. Jack Hodgson 

and Mr. George Nevilin. Little Dianne and Joanne Hodgson, nieces 

of the bride, were flower girls. The bride served overseas with the 

C.W.A.C. Pipe Band and the groom served with the Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment and received the D.C.M. in Italy. (This action was 

described in an earlier issue. Ed.) 

Nybakken—Empson 

In a picture appearing in the local papers, Dec. 14th was Mr. and 

Mrs. Albert Nybakken, whose wedding had recently taken place in 

McDougall United Church, Edmonton. The former Miss Muriel 

Empson, the bride, is a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Donald Empson, of 

Eaglesham, Alta., and the groom, also of Eaglesham, is a son of Mrs. 

Nybakken, of Seattle. After a honeymoon in Vancouver and Seattle 

they are residing in Eaglesham. 

 

 

1st Bn. Man in Legion Post 

Gordon J. Armstrong, a former major in the Loyal Edmontons, was 

appointed manager of the Memorial Hall. This was announced at the 

general meeting held by the Montgomery branch of the Canadian Legion. 

Mr. Armstrong succeeds another 1st Bn. man, W. J. Williams, M.L.A., 

who will carry on the duties of executive secretary. Major Armstrong 

enlisted in Medicine Hat in 1940, and went overseas in April 1941. He 

fought with the Loyal Edmonton Regiment throughout their campaigns 

in Italy and Northwest Europe. After V-E Day he went with his Regiment 

to Berlin but was unable to take part in the victory march there due to 

injuries suffered in a jeep accident. 

* * * * 

Award for Services 

In the list of Canadian Army long service and good conduct awards 

announced from Ottawa last November was the name of J. Walter Hunter 

who received the Canadian Efficiency decoration. Walter served with B 

company in the first “Splashup” and tangled with the “Roosians” in those 

days for which he received a Russian award. He had previously won the 

M.M. while with the 49th. 
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CALGARY AND VANCOUVER BRANCHES REPORT ACTIVITY 
Both Cities Have Active Groups, Once Bearers of the Proud Badge of the Regiment, in Both Wars — Vancouver also Has 

Ladies’ Auxiliary Functioning — Calgary Holds Picnic — Vancouver Meetings. 

 

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment (Calgary Branch) 

2740 117th Ave. West, 

Calgary, Alta., Aug. 8th, 1946. 

Johnny Eggleston left Calgary for Red Deer last month where he 

is opening a branch of The Credit Granters Association, so I have 

been asked to take over the job of Secretary-Treasurer until such time 

as a permanent one is elected. There was a meeting of the executive 

on Tuesday of this week and I was asked to write to you with a view 

to obtaining copies of the June issue of the Forty- Niner for 

distribution among our members down here. To date we have thirty 

paid-up members and seven applications for approval at our next 

meeting. 

We are holding a picnic down here on 11th of August at Bowness 

Park and all indications are that it should be a successful event as an 

outing and reunion of the old and new members of the association. 

I am enclosing a list of our members and if you wish to forward 

the magazine to me I will see that they are distributed. I believe that 

about six are members in Edmonton so they will have their copies 

already. 

Yours sincerely, Frank Petley, Secretary-Treasurer. 

On the afternoon of Sunday, August 11th, about forty members 

and families of the Calgary Branch of the 49th Battalion Association 

arrived at Bowness Park to attend the first picnic held by the 

association since the end of the Second Great War. 

Honorary President Colonel E. R. Knight and Mrs. Knight along 

with O. R. Browne, President, accompanied by Mrs. Browne were 

among the first to arrive and were on hand to greet the members and 

families as they arrived at the main pavilion which had been reserved 

for the afternoon. Bill Remple and Johnny Eggleston were kept busy 

at the refreshment stand handing out ice-cream and cokes as each 

party arrived. There were many warm greetings among young and old 

members as they met their comrades of both wars. 

Ed Pritchard and Dick Crowley, who happened to be down from 

Edmonton on a visit, turned up for the event and we were very glad 

to have these two representatives of the parent body as our guests for 

the day. 

Many of the young members were accompanied by their British 

war brides and it was evident by the eager participation of these girls 

in all activities that they were quickly assimilating their Canadian 

friends. 

After everyone had become acquainted with each other a 

programme of races and other competitive sports under the able 

direction of Cliff Preston was commenced. It is suspected that our 

Vice-President, Stan Robinson must have had his wife and daughter 

in training weeks in advance because they took prizes in all the events 

in which they entered. Tommy Thomas’ son made a fine showing for 

the day and led the field in the men’s 100-yard dash. Mrs. Jack 

McBride won the ladies’ baseball throw and Johnny Eggleston threw 

the ball the farthest in the same event held for the men. 

Under arrangements made by Mrs. Jack McBride of the Canadian 

Red Cross and under her care, two of our Forty-Niners who were 

patients in the Colonel Belcher Hospital and one from the Bell Home 

were transported to the picnic and back again. They were very pleased 

to have the opportunity of spending the afternoon with their comrades 

and friends. 

In the evening, after the lunch, a softball game of mixed players 

was commenced. The British brides made a good showing 

considering that for most of them it was the first time that they had 

played the game and were not quite sure after hitting the ball whether 

to run to third or first base. 

The rest of the evening was spent in the pavilion where a 

community sing-song was held, during which many of the tunes from 

both wars were once again revived. 

The Smoker, held on December 10, proved quite a success. They 

had anticipated about fifty to be present and about sixty-five turned 

up. Fortunately they had enough beer! Or my oath, Matey! Things 

would have been blue in more ways than one. 

They were expecting to charter a bus and come up for our doings, 

p’raps they are amongst you now, seated at the festive board. 

 

 

The 49th Battalion Association (Calgary Branch) 

Col. E. R. Knight, Hon. President; O. R. Browne, President, 1827 

18th Street, West; H. S. Robinson, Vice-President, 232 21st Ave., 

N.W.; J. D. Eggleston, Sec.-Treas., Red Deer; W. N. Ross, Exec., 

2212 24th Street, S.W.; J. Nash, Exec.; A. Hunter, Exec., 1924 26A 

Street West; A. C. Colbeck, Exec., 2731 17th Street, East; N. C. 

Kirby, Ste. 12, Cameron Blk., Calgary; C. C. Wright, 1123 13th Ave., 

West; W. B. Langston, 334 12th Ave., West; J. W. Musgrove, 2008 

5th Street, West; W. Remple, 1827 18th Street, West; W. D. Lowden, 

128A 8th Ave., West; T. Thomas, 718 4th Street, N.W.; D. W. 

Hempstock, 2731 17th Street, East; W. Smashnuk, c/o Henry Birks, 

Calgary; J. A. Sherin, 2213 20th Ave., West; F. V. Jackson, Gen. 

Delivery, Calgary; G. A. Prunkle, 1310 3rd Street, East; D. B. 

Everett, 118 4th Ave., East; F. Petley, 2740 17th Ave., West; J. H. 

Cote, 334 14th Ave., West; J. McMillan, Calgary Power Co.; G. L. 

Berry, 627 5th Ave., West; A. M. Blackburn, 103 10th Ave., N.W.; 

J. C. Preston, 634 4th Ave., West; J. McBride, 2116 16A Street, West; 

W. Findlay, no address available; W. Bird; W. Warren, D.V.A., 

Calgary; W. Langdon; C. C. Wright. 

 

49th Battalion Association (Vancouver Branch) 

It is quite a long time since you had a report of the Vancouver 

Branch activities. Would like to state that we have been only holding 

two meetings a year during the war days. I am glad to say that we are 

again holding meetings every third Friday of the month in the Yukon 

Ball Room of the Castle Hotel. 
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There are so many veterans of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment in 

Vancouver, I am glad to state that we are building up a large membership. 

We had election of officers at our last meeting: 

Comrade J. Haddon, President, late R.S.M. of the Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment; J. B. Collins, 1st Vice-President, 49th Batt.; Jimmie Peterson, 

Sgt. at Arms, 49th Batt.; R. Yellowlees, Sec.-Treasurer, Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment. 

The members are very anxious to get started with our social activities 

after the Annual Banquet which will take place on the 4th January at 

Spencers Dining Room. 

We have lost five of our comrades in the past years. Bill Reeves a 

very active member of the Association. F. W. Smallwood, West 

Vancouver; Frank Simpson, Jack Arnold, also our late Secretary-

Treasurer George Waite, who passed away suddenly in his sleep. The 

usual Association wreaths were sent to all funerals and a good turn-out 

of the Ladies’ Auxiliary and members of the 49th. 

Jack Bowling and P. C. Wells had quite a long spell in Shaughnessy 

Hospital this summer, also Chip Kerr, V.C. Glad to say that they are all 

back to their homes again in the best of health. 

Wishing all the Edmonton boys a Merry Christmas and Prosperous 

New Year. - F. W. P. Craig, Past President. 

I may state that I am the Treasurer and Manager of the Grandview 

Branch No. 179 of the Canadian Legion B.E.S.L. So any members 

coming to Vancouver would be glad for them to come and see me or 

Phone Hastings 1327. 

Vancouver Branch Ladies’ Auxiliary 

Hello again, Forty-Niners, time once more for a report of our 

activities on the West coast. 

Our garden party was held at the home of Mrs. Reeves, 2770 East 

King Edward Ave., Vancouver, B.C. The sum of $42.00 was taken in, 

expenses came to $5.10, leaving a net balance of $36.90. 

A whist drive was held at the home of Mrs. Collins, 4459 James St., 

Vancouver, B.C. in October, and the sum of $7.00 was realized. 

Our bazaar was held at the home of Mrs. Collins and the sum of 

$50.60 was realized. Expenses came to $5.05, leaving a balance of 

$45.55. 

During the year our committee has visited Forty-Niners in 

Shaughnessy Hospital, taking small gifts with them, each week or so. 

We hold our business meetings the third Friday of every month, and 

our sewing meetings are held on the fourth Thursday each month. 

In closing, we wish to extend a hearty welcome to all prospective 

members of the 49th Battalion Association. 

Ladies Auxiliary, Vancouver Branch, Alice Goode, Secretary. 

(What about it Eastern Branch. Editor). 

Name of Writer Wanted 

We received some time ago an interesting news story of life in the 

trenches at Ypres, called “A Quiet Day on the Ypres Salient, 1916.” - 

“The Foxhole of Great War 1,” unfortunately the name of the writer was 

not on his manuscript and the accompanying letter has been misplaced. 

We intend to publish this in the near future and so would like to hear from 

the writer, who if memory serves us rightly had gone to live in Winnipeg 

from some town in Manitoba. 
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ANNUAL MEETING IS WELL ATTENDED BY VETS OF BOTH WARS 
Interest Keen as Committees Report on Year’s Activities—Officers Elected with Representation from Both the Old and the 

Newer Active Regiments—Donation Made for Rebuilding Canterbury Cathedral, Long Resting Place of Unit’s Colors. 
 

From well prepared minutes of the proceedings by Bert Hidson 

and our own observations, the hereunder report on the annual meeting 

of the Association on Sunday, Nov. 3rd, in the Canadian Legion 

Memorial Hall may prove of interest to those who did not or could 

not attend in person. There was a fairly large attendance of both 

senior and junior members who evidenced a keen interest in all that 

went on. 

New Members Welcomed 

A two minute silence was observed for fallen comrades of both 

World Wars and those who have passed on since. President Ron 

Arthurs was in the chair and in a brief address welcomed all new 

members. He said he hoped to see the time when the hall would be 

filled to capacity at future annual meetings. Generous thanks were 

extended to those who had served with him during his term of office. 

It had been a pleasure to serve in the capacity he had during the past 

year. President Arthurs especially thanked Vice-President Jim 

Jefferson who had so ably assisted him throughout. Minutes of the 

previous annual meeting were read, after which Neville Jones 

submitted his financial report to show the exchequer in good shape, 

our net worth in dollars and cents being $2,340.02. 

Combined Church Parade and Picnic 

Vice-President Jefferson was called on to report regarding the 

combined church parade and picnic, a new venture which had proved 

entirely successful and popular. A full report by Ted Horton appears 

elsewhere in this issue. Chairman Jefferson, head of the overall 

working committees, spoke of the very considerable amount of detail 

involved for the willing and hard-working sub committees, the 

members of which had done so much towards a thoroughly successful 

day. He especially mentioned Bill Cromb who had looked after 

sports, also John Michaels who had taken charge of refreshments. 

Lieut.-Col. Kinnaird was thanked for making it possible to hold the 

affair at Camp Harris, Winterburn. After some spirited discussion on 

the pros and cons of holding the church parade and picnic the same 

day, and at the same place, it was unanimously decided to continue 

the same procedure in future. 

Six Deaths During Past Year 

J. W. H. Williams submitted his report to cover funerals of 

comrades during the past year. There had been six in all, at most of 

which pall bearers were supplied by members whom he thanked for 

their attendance. Deaths reported were James Russell Munro, Arthur 

McIlvena, Fred Richards, Frank Francis, John Biddiscombe and Tom 

Killips. Mr. Williams received a vote of thanks for his efficient 

service. 

Magazine Committee Reports 

Publication and distribution of the Forty-Niner magazine was 

reported on by Norman Arnold, the editor. He stressed the importance 

of the work involved and thanked those who had been associated with 

him, especially John (Mike) Michaels whose work on advertising was 

so productive of financial results. Norman asked for the co-operation 

of those who had the ability and flair for writing articles of timely 

interest, or to give him the subject matter for them. Norman Cook 

spoke of some progress having been made on a new cover design, the 

present one having become obsolete. Suggestions were requested on 

what form the new design should take. He said it was hoped to have 

a new frontispiece for the July issue. It was thought that perhaps 

members knew of some talented artists who might submit rough 

sketches and ideas from which to choose. 

Votes of Thanks for Work Performed 

Fred Pinnell and Jack Blewett were thanked for procuring the 

plaque which is to be presented to the O.C. Princess Patricia’s, Frank 

Porritt and his committee workers for their untiring efforts on behalf 

of the shut-ins at city hospitals and for the distribution of cigarettes 

to patients. Stub Foley, who has been active in this work, proposed 

appreciation to the 2/I.C. of the Edmonton Regiment for his generous 

donation of smokes for the boys in hospital blues. The press and radio 

stations came in for well merited thanks for their splendid assistance 

on publicity. Ken Kinnaird, auditor, was thanked for his gratuitous 

work on the association’s books and records. The Canadian Legion 

were extended thanks for the use of the Legion Hall and committee 

rooms for meetings. 

Election of Officers and Executive 

After nominations were made, elections resulted as follows for 

officers and general executive for the ensuing year - Hon. Pres. John 

(Mike) Michaels (re-elected); President, Brig. Gen. J. C. Jefferson; 

1st. Vice-Pres., Lieut.-Col. W. G. Stillman; 2nd Vice-Pres., R. V. 

Patterson; secretary, Bert Hidson (re-elected); Treasurer, Neville 

Jones (re-elected); Co-editors of the magazine, Norman Arnold and 

Norman Cook with Ted Horton and Harper Prowse as associate 

editors. General executive, E. B. Wilson, F. T. Pinnell, Alan 

Macdonald, Alan Nicholls, Jack Blewett, Harry Stonehewer, E. P. 

Tannous, B. J. Foote, A. McCormack, George Beaton, Donald 

Simms, J. T. F. Ferguson, E. J. Guichon, Alan Elliott, Percy 

Darlington, J. W. H. Williams, O. (Laddie) Muckleston, J. Field and 

Thomas Webb. Twelve of the new executive served with the Loyal 

Edmonton Regiment, the remaining seven having been members of 

the First World War battalion. 

Arrangements for Annual Dinner 

Before the meeting closed, and after the new president took the 

chair, some discussion took place on the annual banquet. It was 

decided to hold it as usual at the Macdonald Hotel, Saturday evening, 

Jan. 4th, 1947, this being the thirty-second anniversary of the day and 

exact date on which recruiting started for the mobilization of men for 

the First Great War regiment. It was left in the hands of the incoming 

executive to make all arrangements. 

Donation to Canterbury Cathedral Fund 

Neville Jones brought up the matter of a donation to the 

Canterbury Cathedral Restoration Fund. Bill Stillman spoke of close 

associations between the Cathedral and both of our world war 

regiments. Our colors had been in the safekeeping of the Cathedral 

from 1915 to 1918. 
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Others voiced their approval of a donation, and after some discussion, 

all of which was in favour of a contribution, an unanimously favourable 

vote resulted in an amount in sterling to the value of $100 being decided 

upon. It was Mrs. W. A. Griesbach who had first mentioned to Neville 

Jones what an admirable gesture some donation would be. 

Lively Discussions Throughout 

A feature of the meeting was the very sound and businesslike 

discussion which took place on any matter where a general consensus of 

opinion was required. Among those to stand up and speak up to voice 

their opinions in both serious and humourous vein were George Hudson, 

Barney Morrison and a few of the newer members, whose remarks 

showed a keen interest in the good and welfare of the association. There 

was about an even distribution of both the older and new comrades in 

attendance. It was stressed that as much help as possible from the younger 

veterans would be welcomed. 

* * * 

The 49th Battalion and Its Colors 

(This was written in 1916) 

The following letter has been addressed to the London Times by 

“Clericus”: On a recent visit to Canterbury, I was much pleased to see 

prominently displayed in the nave of the cathedral — on the western piers 

of the great central tower — the colors of the 49th battalion of the 

Canadian expeditionary force. 

“These colors have an interesting history, insomuch as over 300 

ladies of Edmonton, Alberta, worked on them with keen enthusiasm and 

presented them to the battalion soon after its formation on Jan. 4, 1915. 

This battalion got a great start by beating all ‘records’ for quick 

enlistment, for it was up to full strength in less than two weeks after 

recruiting started, and that applications for entry were being refused daily 

until Edmonton was left behind for training quarters elsewhere. The 49th 

was raised in and about Edmonton, and numbers in its ranks hundreds of 

English lads, not a few from Kent, and some even natives of the old city 

of Canterbury itself. It was inspected by General Sir Sam Hughes soon 

after its formation, when he declared it to be ‘one of the best of a fine 

bunch,’ and reiterated this opinion at the Duke of Connaught’s review in 

Ottawa in June 1915. The battalion arrived at Plymouth on June 15, and 

on disembarkation was sent straight on to Shorncliffe, where it put in 

some real hard training until Sept. 23, when an armed escort under the 

commanding officer, Lieut. Col. Griesbach, ‘one of the best’ and loved 

by all, brought its colors over to Canterbury cathedral, where, after a most 

interesting ceremony and capital address by the Dean (Dr. Wace), they 

were safely deposited until the happy day when the 49th shall return and 

claim them again; soon after this ceremony the battalion left Shorncliffe 

for ‘somewhere in France,’ where it has been giving an excellent account 

of itself.” 

This copy was loaned by Mrs. W. A. Griesbach, through Neville 

Jones, from the late General Griesbach’s files. 

* * * 

Heads Burns Club 

A braw Scots laddie was elected to head the Burns Club for this year 

when Alec MacDonald was made president at their meeting last 

November. The club dinner is to be held on Burn’s anniversary, Jan. 25th. 
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REGIMENT FIGURES IN WELCOME OF NEW GOVERNOR-GENERAL 
Alexander of Tunis Rededicates Cenotaph on First Edmonton Visit — 2nd (R) Battalion Forms Part of Guard of Honor —

Distinguished Soldier Visits Military Hospitals. 
 

 
 

Edmonton gave a great welcome to Canada’s new governor-general, 

one of the Empire’s great soldiers, His Excellency Field Marshal the Rt. 

Hon. Viscount Alexander of Tunis, G.C.B., G.C.M.G., C.S.I., D.S.O., 

M.C., L.L.D., A.D.C., as he was officially greeted at the C.N.R. station 

Monday, August 26th. 

Dressed in a light summer khaki uniform, ablaze with rows of 

ribbons, the hero of Britain’s immortal episode at Dunkerque, 

accompanied by Lady Alexander, stepped from his special train to be 

welcomed by Hon. J. C. Bowen, Premier Manning, officer during the war 

years in the 2nd Res. Bn., members of his cabinet, Mayor Ainlay, city 

aldermen and ranking military and air force officers. 

On alighting from the train, the governor-general stood at the salute 

while the band of the 2nd (Reserve Bn.) L.E.R., played God Save The 

King and a smart military guard of honor presented arms. His Excellency 

then inspected the guard of honor formed by the Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment, and R.C.A.F. personnel from Northwest Air Command under 

the command of Capt. R. W. Hayter. 

Field Marshal Alexander was accompanied by high-ranking military 

and air force officers. Brigadier E. B. Wilson, 1st Bn. was Honorary 

Aide-de-camp for the Edmonton visit. 

Pausing to chat here and there with men of the guard, he was 

particularly interested in Sgt. A. J. Rudd, Vegreville, wounded during the 

smashing of the Hitler Line in Italy. He asked the sergeant where he had 

been wounded and how he was getting along since his return to Canada. 

Following the inspection, the vice-regal party left for a visit to wound 

veterans at the Camsell hospital, South Edmonton, and other official calls 

and receptions. 

Cenotaph Rededicated 

“. . . In grateful memory and to their everlasting honor and glory, I 

dedicate this memorial,” were the words of His Excellency Field1 

Marshal Alexander as he unveiled the monument to the dead of two world 

wars, during his official visit to Edmonton. 

The solemn service was carried out before a crowd of 2,000 persons. 

Erected in 1936, the cenotaph was dedicated by His Excellency the late 

Baron Tweedsmuir, then Governor-General of Canada to the memory of 

Edmonton and district men who paid the supreme sacrifice in the First 

Great War. After the close of the Second World War, civic officials, 

through the Edmonton Cenotaph committee, had 1939-1945 inscribed 

upon the memorial above that of 1914-1918. 
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Following the words of dedication and the unveiling, the Field 

Marshal placed a wreath at the base of the cenotaph and came to the 

salute. 

“This small spot will ever be sacred ground in Edmonton,” Mayor 

Harry Ainlay said in a brief address in which he paid tribute to the 

memory of those who died for freedom and liberty. “Let us not forget 

those who returned when we honor those who paid the supreme sacrifice 

and the women who went through the anguish of separation and loss,” he 

said. 

The prayer of dedication was made by Honorary Captain T. R. 

Davies, M.C., with Honorary Lt.-Col. J. M. Malone pronouncing the 

blessing. 

Their Excellencies were honored by a military salute from the guard 

of honor, while assembled service organizations, formed around the 

cenotaph, dipped their colours. The band of the 2nd Bn. played the 

National Anthem and Buglers Howard Ramage and Gordon Neilson of 

the 2nd Reserve Edmonton Fusiliers sounded “Last Post,” after which the 

crowd stood silent for two minutes. Pipers played the Lament with 

Reveille and the placing of wreaths concluded the ceremony. 

 

 

 

W. Wingfield Given Award 

W. Wingfield, a member of the St. John’s Ambulance Brigade, 

Edmonton, was given a medal for 12 years’ service in the Brigade at a 

ceremony in the R.C.M.P. drill hall, Monday, Dec. 9th. The presentation 

ceremony was to give recognition for faithful service and also for services 

rendered locally during the late war. Forty members were given war 

service certificates for this latter service. Wingfield served in D company. 

Chaplain Lauds Regiment’s Service 

Speaking to members of the Lions Club at a luncheon in the 

Macdonald Hotel, Rev. Father J. A. MacLellan, the Regiment’s Roman 

Catholic chaplain in Sicily, supported the opinion that the Loyal 

Edmonton Regiment was “one of the finest bodies of men” in the Sicilian 

campaign. 

Father MacLellan traced the movements of the Edmontons from their 

“phony war” stay in England right to the culmination of the fighting in 

Sicily. 

“The men were difficult to control during the first days in England,” 

reported the chaplain, “but once they entered close training with a definite 

plan ahead, they were eager to work and be reasonable towards 

discipline.” Once on the high seas bound for action, the men were in high 

spirits and looked forward to the real thing.” 

Enthusiasm ran high when the regiment learned it was to be 

associated with the Eighth Army under Field Marshal Montgomery and 

the chaplain reported that “Monty” always proved a real inspiration to the 

men. 

Results of the whole campaign, according to Father MacLellan, were 

25,000 casualties suffered by the Allies as against 167,000 by the enemy. 

At the start of the battle the Allies were outnumbered by 90,000. 
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WHERE IS MY WANDERING BOY? 

 

 

 

 

Cecil B. Fewkes, No. 432448, 

enlisted in the 49th, Jan. 7th, 1915, and 

was posted to 15 platoon, D Coy., and 

later was a runner on Bn. H.Q. He was 17 

and 10 months on enlistment. He suffered 

leg and facial wounds on the Somme, 

Sept. 16th, 1916, and was again slightly 

wounded August 8th, 1918. Discharged on the anniversary of the 

Scrap, 3rd June 1919. Total service 4 years, 5 months. His civil 

occupation is joiner and carpenter. He returned to the Old Country in 

1921 from Saskatoon, and lives at 31 Leicester Rd., Quorn, 

Leicestershire. Married and has two sons, Michael 16, and Anthony 

10 years. He was a bombing corporal in the Home Guard, 1940-44. 

His son Michael has 3 years’ service in the Army Cadet Corps. 

Fewkes was pleased to receive the magazine and says it always brings 

back old memories. He only met one 49er over there this time as he 

was too busy to get around much. He belonged to his old platoon. He 

wishes to be remembered to the following and would like to hear from 

any of them. Earle Hay, Norman Cook, Stub Foley, Bill English, or 

any of the old gang whose names have slipped him now, especially 

the old H.Q. runners, Frank Mclsaac, Bob Lamb, Bill Mair, Bill 

Miller, Reg. Watts, Frank Wells, Army Malliot. 

Charles L. Wall, “Tiny,” writes from 1801 Dwight Way, 

Berkeley 3, California to say he met Fred Marshall from Beverly Hills 

Post 59 of the Canadian Legion at Ventura last July. They are both 

commanders of their respective posts of the Legion down South. 

There were two or three other 49ers at the convention, but Wall 

missed seeing them. He meets P.P.C.L.I., 42nd and once an R.C.R. 

His brother, Frank, was visiting him from England at the time he 

wrote. He sends regards to all the boys. 

Fred J. Marshall’s wife was a visitor to Edmonton last fall, and 

phoned your cor. sec’ty., who along with George Crockett, paid our 

respects to Mrs. Marshall. It seems Freddy is as gay a bird as ever. 

He may be slowed down but is far from stopped. 

B. C. Miller, 724 Walker St., Wenatchee, Washington, has had 

some tough luck since last he wrote in. He had his back broken in an 

accident, and was in, a plaster cast and steel brace for four years and 

seven months. Seattle was where he was hospitalized, but is now 

feeling O.K. He saw where Investigator Jimmy Peterson was 

promoted to Sergeant and he says, “Oh, What a Flatfoot.” His regards 

go to Jim and all his old Pals. He doesn’t meet many of the lads, but 

when up in B.C. some time ago he saw Bill Galbraith and 

Dicconson, but both have since died. Also Lt. Griesbach, and at 

Seattle, Hebert. Miller gives thanks to the magazine committee for 

the 49er. 

J. “Jock” Smith is now living in retirement at the King George 

Hotel, New Norway, Alta. Now, don’t you think that is a good place 

to retire to? Jock wishes to get in touch with a Pte. Grant who served 

with the 49th and was a prisoner of war. This information is needed 

by an old soldier who was a prisoner along with Grant and wishes to 

know how he is faring. Jock wishes all his old cronies the best of good 

wishes for Christmas and the New Year. 

W. “Scotty” Weir now is living and working at the Western 

Forest Ind. Sawmills right on Cowichan Lake, the address — 

Honeymoon Bay, Cowichan Lake, B.C. By the sound of that the old 

must be getting young. He has been getting the 49er from Geo. 

Saunders, who was his machine gun sergeant when they were around 

Ypres and was with Speers when he got killed at the culvert on the 

Messines Road. Saunders is bank manager at Chemainus, Vancouver 

Island. He has a wonderful bay all to himself where “the fishing is 

hard to beat.” Scotty says George has a beautiful home and a very 

fine family. The “Welcome” mat would be out for anyone going 

along that way. He hopes all the boys have a good time at the banquet 

and would like to be there. His regards go to all the boys for the 

seasons at hand. 

Kenneth David McKenzie, more simply known to his mates as 

“Mac”, of course, was still wearing the uniform when he made out 

his application and sent in his membership dues to the association. 

He was then living at Medicine Hat but gives his home address as 

Winnipeg. He enlisted originally with the sappers, as a 2nd lieutenant 

but came to the regiment early in December, 44. His Winnipeg 

address is 324 Cathedral Avenue. 

Wilfred G. Richards, No. M2089, enlisted on September 8, in 

1939, but didn’t get to the outfit until the first of March 1944. He 

admits to being the father of twins, who were six years old when he 

was heard from with his fees to the association. He lives at Wabamun. 

Ted Horton, M15872 (incidentally the writer of these lines) 

announces the birth of a daughter on October 14. She is named Lesley 

Ann. — and lives at 11451 127th Street, with her brother Ted, Jr., 

Ted and Mrs. Horton. 

Ralph Hayter, was only recently discharged from the forces, 

according to information gleaned from Ralph himself, though his 

application form, made out nearly a year before this story was written, 

admits to still being in the services. Ralph is living at Suite 166, Hut 

18, Camp 550, Edmonton, and is now planning on going into business 

for himself. He had a long connection with the versatile pioneer’s 

platoon in England and later gained his commission. He was also one 

of the company commanders of the two who went into Berlin with 

the token force of Canadians who briefly occupied a part of that 

famously infamous and rubble strewn city. 

Alan Macdonald, now assistant city, solicitor in Edmonton, was 

I officer for a time in England, but later (at the time of his return to 

Canada) was 2 i/c. Urgent private affairs made his return necessary 

at that time. He was once wounded — remaining on duty —In the 

Hitler line in Italy. Announcement was made later that he had been 

awarded an O.B.E. He maintains an active interest in Edmonton Little 

Theatre affairs, and lives at 10932 126th Street. 

In a letter from Calgary, E. A. Day asks for one of the “In 

Memoriam” booklets, which was forwarded to him at Nanton. “Many 

of those who died were my buddies,” he says. 
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Leo Henry Strauss, M105643, whose home is given as 

Entwistle, Alberta, was still undergoing hospitalization at the time he 

made out his questionnaire. He served not only with the Loyal 

Edmonton’s but with the unit’s brigade mates of two wars — the 

P.P.C.L.I. He was wounded in the chest and acquired malaria along 

with other disabilities. 

“From colonel to private we can all say that we had the best of 

men to make the best of regiments,” R. P. Lewis comments on his 

application. His number was M15790 and relates how “they” made a 

cook of him in Italy and tried to put him in the R.C.A.S.C. “But I 

never pulled my flashes down,” he says proudly. He suggests a 

history of the regiment in book form. 

Alex Basarab, M17241, of High Prairie tells of being wounded 

four times. He connected with the regiment in April 1942 and 

remained there till his discharge in Nov. 1945. 

Joe Therrien, M15622 may be seen every working day at his 

desk in the employment offices where at the time of his application 

to join the association he was Employment and Claims officer. He 

was injured in a motorcycle accident in England and later spent 6 

months in England. His home is in the Cattistock Block on Jasper 

Avenue. 

One of the occupational counsellors at the D.V.A. - whose main 

worry is the destiny of those men who are now civilian after service 

in the forces—is E. W. Day, known as “Ted.” He was an officer at 

the time the unit was formed and went overseas with the unit. He lives 

at 10247 121st Street. 

Harold (Barry) Barrett was One of the lads whose questionnaire 

shows that he rose through the ranks. He was with 12 platoon, B 

Company, and later became I.O. with Bn. Hqs. His home is given as 

at 11151 89th Street. 

A. J. “Scotty” McEwan, M15552, enlisted as his number will 

show those in the know, very early in the latest misunderstanding 

with certain European powers. His civilian occupation is that of baker 

and he lives at 10045 103rd Avenue. 

C. W. Burgess, L103180, who confesses that his nickname was 

Toots before he enlisted, joined the regiment about Jan. 1, 1943. He 

says he was actually wounded twice though his records show that he 

was only once wounded. His home address is 408 3rd Street, South 

Kenora, Ontario. 

From Ontario too, but this time from Fort William comes word of 

Sgt. Johnny Johnson, H204411, whose original unit was the 

Edmonton Fusiliers. His address in Fort William is 343 N. Harold 

Street. He sustained shrapnel wounds in his left arm and both legs but 

has now returned to civilian life as a warehouseman. 

When he made out his application for membership in the 

association D. W. Gaulter, M106027 was still a patient at the Col. 

Mewburn Pavilion, but was hoping to return soon to his home at 

Thorsby. He had been wounded on April 12, 1945, after joining it in 

Italy. 

Though he was stationed for most of his military service at 

Canadian Training Schools, Bordon, Hants, S/Sgt. E. B. “Scotty” 

McLennan, M10137, was recognized at all times as a 49er, he says 

quite proudly. He is now with the Edmonton Street Railways and 

lives at 10732 98th Street. 
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D. S. “Doug” Turner, M17277, is now a radio repairman with a 

home at 10610 151 street, after serving for more than five years with the 

Regiment. 

A very recent note in the columns of Edmonton newspaper denotes 

that Mr. and Mrs. J. G, Rowlatt, have become the parents of twin 

daughters. Could that be our “Jimmy” Rowlatt? Must be congratulations 

to the parents. 

There was also a recent account of the wedding of Robert Slessor to 

Miss Smart of Leduc. “Bob” Slessor was one of us, in England in D 

company and later transferred to the R.C.A.F. Further congratulations! 

Silas “Leis” Leslie lives on R.R. 5, Edmonton, where he is engaged 

in farming. He came to the regiment in February 1944 and served in 

North Africa. He received small wounds on his right wrist and also below 

his knee but was not evacuated. 

Bernard “Barney” Olsen, M15758, is probably better known than 

most sergeants who served with the regiment, since he was pay sergeant 

for many years of his more than five and half in the army. He is employed 

in a wholesale firm in this province and at the time he made out his 

application for membership was living in the city, though his home 

address is given as Camrose. 

He’s now a truck driver, says Walter Ireland, once M16234, who 

answered the call to the colors in September 1939, and who remained in 

uniform for five years and nine months. 

Sgt. Major “Slim” Forster, M16052, is living at Peace River, where 

he is farming according to his answers to the questions on the sheets. His 

home address is Judah, which is somewhere up in the Peace River 

country. 

William “Pat” Lucy has been seen around the streets of Edmonton 

from time to time — but for some reason or other missed the last annual 

banquet. Pat signed up on Sept. 24, 1939, and confesses on his sheet that 

his only injury was from a sprained back. It is recalled on one occasion 

when Pat was acting as batman for Major Bury and was pressing his 

officer’s uniform on one of those folding army tables. “Oi’m sorry, sor,” 

Pat reported with regret, and his unfailing Irish accent “Bhut the “@ 

?%?&?&” cord’s too short.” 

When it was suggested to him that he might overcome that by moving 

the table, Pat only laughed and confessed, “Be Jasus, Oi niver thought of 

that.” 

Charlie Curtis now lives at 11142 62nd St. W. W. (Bill) Henderson 

at 10937 90th Ave., Sydney B. Jones, 10220 89th St., and L. T. (Frank) 

Funnell, in Blighty at “Brooklands” Kinnerley, near Oswestry, 

Shropshire, England. These men are sure of receiving the magazine if 

unable to be at our functions, as they have remembered to give their 

change of address, as have others. Don’t forget to send your change of 

address whenever you flit, even a moonlight one. We’ll keep mum. 

James Whiteleg, an old 10 platoon member, is now sergeant 

doorman with the Corps of Commissionaires at the Grosvenor Hotel, 

Vancouver. When several old friends met him last summer, he wanted to 

be especially remembered to Doc Harris, Sid Parsons, Albert Figg, 

Percy Oldroyd. Fred Pinnell, Laddie Muckleston and Norman Cook 

were among those who have recently met up with Jim, who said he would 

be glad to see any of his former comrades when they visit Vancouver. 

Joseph Thomas Patrick Ferguson, bejabers, and o’im a Pat! 

M15711, enlisted in the Edmonton’s Sept. 5th, 1939, at the age of 45, and 

was a sergeant in D Company. 
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He was discharged August 1st, 1946, with the rank of R.S.M., after a 

total service (units not given) of 24 years and 10 months. He was 

Mentioned in Dispatches and awarded the Croix de Guerre and Palm. His 

occupation Special Constable. So, mind your step pals! Home address, 

11146 127th St. Married. 

J. A. Steele, Chip Lake P.O. was a visitor in Edmonton this late 

summer and met a few of his old cronies. He gave Miles Palmer $5 to 

send along to the treasurer for his dues. Steele wished to be remembered 

to his old pals of the “Deadly Doings” of yesteryear. 

Rowan C. Coleman, original unit, the P.P.C.L.I., enlisted January 

15th, 1940, at the age of 24. He joined the 49th as O.C. about May 1st, 

1944 and was wounded May 23rd, 1944. Discharged January 5th, 1946, 

with approximately 6 years’ service. Civil occupation, Distributor. 

Unmarried, Oh! Oh! How the heck did you escape all those damsels 

overseas? Rank on discharge, Lt. Colonel. Honors and Awards were the 

D.S.O., M.C., and Mention in Dispatches. In his remarks Rowan says he 

intends to be present at our annual doings. In his service with the Loyals 

he has this to say, “I have only the happiest memories of my all too brief 

service with the Regiment.” Col. Coleman has taken out a Life 

Membership, as have all former O.C.’s. 

W. D. Chalmers, 434949 sends dues, also best wishes to all of the 

Association and his new address, 212 11th Street, S., Lethbridge, Alberta. 

Pat Ford, 909 2nd St., Medicine Hat, Alberta, writes expressing 

regret at not being able to attend the church parade and sends greetings 

to all old friends. 

Through F. T. Pinnell, we have news and dues from two W.B.’s. W. 

D. (Bill) Guthrie of St. Paul, Alberta. Bill was elected this year as 

president of the Canadian Legion at St. Paul. 

This column is also glad to welcome news of Frank Green, 3876 

West 26th Ave., Vancouver, B.C., with the hope that he is finding better 

health in a milder climate. 

J. B. Harstone, R.R. 1, Parksville, V.I., B.C., met Jack Bowling, and 

adds a note of humor about a successful visit to the racetrack at Victoria. 

Win, Place or Show, J. B.? 

T. F. Higgleton, 1040 7th Avenue West, Calgary, sends news and 

dues for another old member of the 49th, Walter E. Lewis, 11416, Albers 

St., North Hollywood, California, U.S.A. He says Lewis was a member 

of 10th Platoon C Coy. and was wounded at Passchendaele, Oct. 30th, 

1917. 

A. K. Madsen, 3207016, B Coy., sends in completed questionnaire 

with membership dues. His address is 9315 108A Avenue, Edmonton. 

Welcome notes with dues have been received from J. R. Martin, 

10036 80th Avenue, Joyce Payee of Forest Lawn, Alberta, and C. K. 

Mackenzie, Prov. Police Headquarters., Victoria, B.C. 

A heartening letter comes from J. P. Riley, Vernon, B.C., with very 

encouraging words to those responsible for the magazine. J. P. says he 

has partially recovered from the asthma, which we are glad to hear and 

hope that a complete cure will soon be effected. 

We have a letter written to Neville Jones from Mrs. G. G. Reynolds 

enclosing a subscription to the magazine, also the glad news that both of 

her sons have returned safely from overseas. Most of us remember that 

Mrs. Reynolds is the widow of our former Padre, Capt. G. G. Reynolds 

who in the First Great War served with distinction in the P.P.C.L.I. 

 

 

 
Forty-Niners Elected Aldermen 

Alderman Sidney Parsons was again elected alderman in the 

elections held for the Edmonton City Council last November. Sid 

served in C company, 49th. Also elected in this election was H. E. 

Tanner, who served in D company, and was for some years President 

of the Edmonton Branch, Canadian Legion. 
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MONTY GREETED BY EDMONTONIANS 
Strolls Among Welcoming Troops and Citizens 

About 10,000 Edmontonians saw a smiling, slightly built man 

thoroughly enjoy himself among soldiers and veterans he knows and 

admires so much when Field Marshal Viscount Montgomery made his 

weekend visit here last September. 

From the time he stepped from the train he seemed to be having the 

time of his life. About 3,000 citizens roared a welcome at the C.N.R. 

station on Saturday evening, Sept. 7th, and another 2,000 gave him a 

rousing reception at Clarke Stadium where he saw part of a women’s 

fastball game. 

Thousands more welcomed him on Sunday during the official 

welcoming ceremonies at the Legislative building, and again when he 

walked among the veterans at the Memorial Hall. 

At the legislative buildings, a guard of honour of the Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment greeted him with the general salute, and the colours were 

lowered by the standard bearers. After the official welcome, Monty 

addressed the troops and the crowd of about 1,500. “I spent much time in 

this war with Canadian soldiers and I wanted to come and see them in 

their home surroundings,” he said. “I first met men of the Loyal 

Edmonton Regiment in Sicily and they must have travelled about 10,000 

miles to fight with my troops there,” Monty said. “I met many of those 

men with the First Division and they are a very fine unit.” He said some 

of the finest work he saw done by the Edmonton Regiment was at Ortona, 

“where they put on a show in stiff fighting. When he spoke to men from 

Edmonton at that time, he admitted, “I didn’t know where Edmonton was, 

but I know now.” He said he would convey greetings from this city to 

Edmonton, England, as Mayor Ainlay suggested. 

Among those who greeted Monty at the Memorial Hall were Ronny 

Arthurs. W. J. Williams, M.L.A., handed Monty a pen with which to start 

a new guest book. He signed, “Montgomery of Alamein. Field Marshall, 

8 Sept. 1946.”  

* * * 

FORTY-NINER’S SONS HONOURED 
Major C. M. Devaney, M.B.E., 9519 110A Ave., was made an officer 

in the Award of the Order of Orange Nassau with Swords by the 

Netherlands government for service in Northwest Europe. Maj. Devaney 

enlisted in 1940 after attending Sacred Heart and St. Joseph’s schools and 

was attached to the headquarters of the Canadian 1st Division when he 

went overseas. Fit. Lt. John Tayler, son of Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Tayler, 

10810 126th St., was awarded a Mention in Dispatches. The Edmonton 

officer, now in Calgary, joined the R.A.F. in England in 1938 and was a 

prisoner of war in Japan during the last war. 
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Bert and Neville Receive Letters 

The following letters were received by our Secretary and the 

Treasurer: Mrs. Weaver writes to Bert Hidson, “Thank you very 

much for my copy of the Forty-Niner. I always find it most interesting 

and enjoy reading about the wonderful record of the Battalion in the 

war just concluded and I am also interested in the activities of the 

Association. With best wishes for a successful year.” 

From Mrs. F. H. Richards, “We are sorry to tell you my husband, 

F. H. Richards has been called away on the 29th of May — just thirty-

one years from the day the 49th Battalion left for England. We hope 

he has joined the Heavenly Chorus, and we may all meet again 

someday in the sweet bye-and-bye.” 

Rev. Eric Wright, “Your letter of June 7th, inviting me to 

participate in the annual Church Parade of the Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment Association, which was held on July 14th, arrived today. 

(July 29th). As you are now probably aware your letter was addressed 

to the town of Peace River which accounts for the delay in the 

communication reaching me. I trust that you will be kind enough to 

bring to the attention of the members of the executive the reason for 

the delay in answering your kind invitation. I trust that it will be 

possible for you to invite me another year and I will endeavor to be 

present. I greatly treasure my association with the Regiment. 

Address: St. Alban’s Anglican Church, Wembley, Alta. 

T. J. L. Wilkinson, Can. Legion, Calgary writes Neville, “We 

have been asked by one of our branches in Regina to ascertain the 

whereabouts of one David Pennington No. M7819 who served with 

the Loyal Edmonton Regiment. We are writing to find out if through 

your organization the address of Mr. Pennington can be found.” N.B. 

Any member knowing Pennington’s whereabouts please notify our 

Treasurer, Neville H. Jones. 

 

Word from the Ladies 

Mrs. Magee, wife of Harry Magee of C Coy. 49th, writes on 

Harry’s behalf to say he is getting along nicely in Vancouver and 

sends his greetings to all his pals. Mrs. C. Devaney, wife of the late 

Charley, now lives at 10039 83rd Ave. Miss Gladys Potts, sister of 

Potts of the M.G.’s writes to thank us for the Forty-Niner, which goes 

regularly to 128 Mile End Lane, Stockport, England. Mrs. Geo. J. 

Wellbourn, whose son was a member of the 49th Bn. War 1, 

requested a copy of the “Memorial Booklet” which we were pleased 

to send along to her. Monica Waterhouse, writes from Vancouver to 

give change of address for Chas. H. Waterhouse, who now lives at 

4513 Walden St. They missed their copy of the July issue and sent 

along the change of address. We wish all those changing their 

residence would send along the new address. It would save your 

officers a lot of worry and extra work. 

 

Miles Palmer in the News 

PALMER — To Mr. and Mrs. Miles F. Palmer, at the Royal 

Alexandra Hospital on July 15th, a son. Congratulations Miles! Miles 

was in the news twice last July for it was announced that month he 

had won the distinction of being the leading salesman and vice-pres. 

of the Canadian Division of the Macauley Club of the Sun Life 

Assurance Company. In the last year, Mr. Miles sold more than a 

million dollars of paid-for business. He served in D company, War 1 

and in the 2nd (R) Bn., War 2. 
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EDMONTON VETERANS DO NOT FORGET 
All Local Veteran Organizations Take Part in November 11th Ceremonies at Meeting Places and at Cenotaph, Re-Dedicate Selves to the 

Causes for Which Their Comrades Died. 

 
In the common people of the world lies the hope of future peace 

— the peace for which brave men of two world wars laid down their 

lives. This was emphasized by speakers at solemn Remembrance Day 

services in Edmonton, Monday, November 11th. 

At 11:00 a.m. the Two Minutes Silence was announced by rocket 

and gun fire, when people, gathered in several places, paid tribute to 

the fallen. 

The Memorial Hall, where the Canadian Legion held their service 

was crowded, as also was the Churchill building, at the Army, Navy 

and Air Force Vets. The Canadian Corps held their memorial service 

in the Masonic Temple where the Right Rev. W. F. Barfoot, Anglican 

bishop of Edmonton, in an impressive service and address called on 

the members “to look to their foundations.” He spoke of the men who 

had given their lives to save the crumbling foundations of civilization. 

“But beware of thinking of them as dead heroes. They are those who 

have run their race and have arrived,” he said. He declared the chief 

of all young men who had run their race was Christ. 

Dean Trendall took for his theme in his Memorial Hall address, 

the popular navy song, “You’ll Get Used to It.” He pleaded for 

thinking and behaving rightly. Speaking of Russia, he pointed out that 

98 percent of that country’s population were peasants who wanted 

peace just as much as 

Canadians did. He called for proper treatment of veterans and their 

families, based on justice rather than dollars and cents. He said that 

shortage of materials was given as the excuse for lack of housing, but, 

if another war should come, materials would be found promptly. He 

maintained labor should give an honest day’s work for its wages. 

Rev. Canon C. F. A. Clough took as a text: “We Will Remember 

Them.” He called on ordinary folk to start at home by ridding 

themselves of selfishness, pride and arrogance, which he declared 

were the seeds of future wars. In remembering the fallen, he 

counselled that it be recalled constantly that these men had done their 

duty, had expected their dependents would be looked after, and that 

their living comrades would carry on the struggle to make the world 

a better place where justice would be a watchword and where “peace 

on earth to men of goodwill would be our goal.” 

In an open-air service at the side of the Kingsway branch of the 

Canadian Legion, Rev. C. E. F. Wolff, called for the completion “of 

work begun by men who laid down their lives.” During this service a 

number of wreaths were laid on the cairns of Edmonton units which 

served on both wars. “On this day of hallowed memories, we cast our 

minds towards the cross of sacrifice that stands in every military 

cemetery, in those countries whose soil has been consecrated by the 

blood of our brethren who laid down their lives in two great wars.”  
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After the services, most of the returned men’s units and service 

units, including a representative American unit, paraded to the 

cenotaph where prayers were said, wreaths laid by all units and the 

“Last Post,” Lament and Reveille were sounded, following which the 

parade marched past the Lieut.-Governor at Jasper Avenue and 101st 

Street. 

 

Tommy Tipton Heard From 

We have had a number of letters from Tommy Tipton who served 

in D company of the 49th. He, you will no doubt remember, is a 

brother of Billy Tipton, who used to run around with us in the “days 

of real sport.” Oh Yeah! Tommy’s nickname was “Tip” and he 

enlisted in the 202nd Bn., Dec. 4th, 1915 and was a sergeant on 

enlistment. He was posted to the 49th in 1916 and managed to get 

“with the best company in the 49th.” Chorus from H.Q. A, B, and C 

companies, Blah! and Hooey! He had the flu in 1918 and was again 

sick in 1918. Tommy was discharged in February 1918, with the rank 

of Lieutenant after over 4 years’ service. He left for California with 

Al Cantin of Los Angeles and bought a small ranch in the San Gabriel 

valley. Address 2421 Sobillara Ave. Married, he has one daughter 

living in Alhambra City, Calif. He says, Al. Cantin could retire from 

the Los Angeles police force with a tidy pension, as he holds the rank 

of captain. Tommy has some souvenirs of the 1st War he wishes to 

dispose of, some badges, a belt taken from Jerry, etc. Anyone 

interested could get further information by writing to him at the 

address given above. His cousin, George Arnold, retired on pension 

from the American Navy, but was called up during this last war and 

served for 4 years on a hospital ship. 
 

Charlie Mathieson Thrives at Jasper 

When on a holiday to Jasper last summer, George Hudson and 

Mrs. Hudson were guests of Charlie Mathieson and his good wife at 

Circle M ranch where a warm 49th welcome was given. Charlie, one-

time transport section of the old days in France, has his home 

buildings beautifully situated on the bank of a ravine. When 

expressing his delight over the visit with our old friend and comrade, 

George told of the beautiful, modern home which was built entirely 

by Charlie, his wife and family, Mrs. Mathieson having done even 

the masonry work herself, a marvelously fine job too. Included 

among her many other talents as helpmate to Charlie, Mrs. Mathieson 

paints, attends the trap lines, is a splendid cook and still has time to 

devote to music. 

Charlie and Mrs. Mathieson have a number of good tourist cabins, 

forty horses, guide big game parties and devote a good deal of their 

time to their winter trap lines. George thinks it would be folly for any 

old or new 49er to ever pass up the Mathiesons if a visit is ever made 

to Jasper. 

 

Some Bump 

M. W. McRae, town clerk of Nipawin, Sask., thinks Room 13 was 

a lucky number. He had $180 to prove it. Last July he lost his wallet, 

but a search of his hotel room failed to uncover it. J. D. Sandilands, 

of Edmonton, who stayed at the same hotel room two weeks later, 

investigated a bump under the carpet in the room. It was the wallet. 

Good job it was one of the 49th and Loyal Edmonton Sandys who 

was feeling bumps that day. 
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Wife Pinch Hits for Hubby 

Writing on behalf of her husband, who has writer’s cramp or else 

the Old Soldier’s aversion to writing, Mrs. Featherstone, of 13 

Larkspur Terrace, Jesmond, Newcastle-on-Tyne 2, sent dues money 

for subscription to the magazine. Apparently sending money out of 

the Old Country is somewhat of a chore. While Featherstone likes the 

old land, he often thinks about the friends he had out here, and longs 

to pay them a visit which may become a reality in the near future. He 

wishes to be remembered to all his old friends of C company, and 

especially mentions Harry Smith, Neil Campbell, R. V. Patterson, 

“Gimmie” Harry Knowles and Peter Rule. Arthur believes Peter 

came from his part of the country and attended school with him at 

Gateshead Secondary School. Both send Best Wishes for the 

Christmas and New Year. 

Percy Keen Retires 

In an interesting letter, enclosing his dues, Robt. C. Laurie, 

Mallaig, Alta., encloses an item regarding a farewell party for Mr. 

and Mrs. Percy Keen, in the K.C. Hall, St. Paul, Alta. Mrs. Keen was 

presented with a smart travelling bag and Percy with a pen and pencil 

set. They had lived in St. Paul for 20 years, and it was with regret 

their friends saw them leave. They have gone to reside at the Coast. 

Laurie sent along the name of M16214, David Bettcher, Goodridge, 

Alta., who served in H.Q. coy. of the 1st Bn. Another member of the 

1st Bn. is living in that area, and Bob thinks he can contact others. 

Good work. He says, Allan Cheshire’s father served with the 202 Bn., 

and served in France with the 10th, and was badly wounded. Laurie 

served with 10 platoon, C company, 49th. He does what is a great 

help to the secretary, puts his number and platoon on his letters. 

Peart Elected President 

At a meeting of the Civil Service Association of Alberta, held in 

Edmonton last December, Alfred Peart, P.P.C.L.I. 1st war and 1st Bn. 

L.E.R., was elected president. 

Muckleston to Dunbar 

Dunbar’s Beauty Parlor and Barber Shop is the centre in a co-

incidence which has connections with the 49th Battalion, inasmuch 

as both owners were A Company man. O “Laddie” Muckleston, the 

former owner, served in A company of the 49th in the First Great 

War, and after returning to “Civvies” he took over a small business 

on Jasper Ave., in downtown Edmonton. Through the years he built 

it up into one of the better shops in Edmonton. William Dunbar, 

M17162, who was also in A company, serving for years with the 1st 

Bn. Loyal Eddies, in this war, returned to “Civvies” and purchased 

the business from Mr. Muckleston. So, A company is still represented 

in the Tonsorial department. Bud Williams, another 49er, has the first 

chair in the shop. Mr. Dunbar, who is ably assisted by Mrs. Dunbar, 

is continuously striving to uphold the grand clientele that Mr. 

Muckleston has built up. Mr. Dunbar suggests that all 49ers — Come 

up and see him sometime. 

Forty-Niners’ Son Receives Award 

L/Cpl. Maurice Thirlwell has been awarded the Field Marshall 

Montgomery certificate of merit, according to word received in 

Edmonton early in December. Younger son of Mr. and Mrs. William 

Thirlwell, formerly of Robb, and now of Langley Prairie, B.C., he 

served in both the Italian and Northwest Europe campaigns. His dad 

served in D company, 49th, in the First Great Rumpus.
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A Call for Clever, Capable Artists 

Some progress has been made with suggestions for the proposed new 

cover design, and it is hoped to have the final choice made for the July 

issue. Several members have submitted helpful ideas. There may be 

relatives or acquaintances among us who are capable of making sketches. 

The drawing should depict something vital and attractive, up to date, yet 

simple, to show infantry veterans of both wars with perhaps tanks and 

planes in the background. The scheme could include the impression of 

new veterans stepping out of war into civilian life, with perhaps a hands 

clasp between the old and the new. What we require is something 

original, dignified, and colorful to do credit to the contents of the 

magazine. The frontispiece now being used is thought to be obsolete and 

one which could be improved on by a clever, capable artist. Any ideas on 

what is required should be passed on to the editors. 

Comrades in Business for Themselves 

It is the intention of the Forty-Niner business management committee 

to prepare a list of our comrades who are in business for themselves, 

either in Edmonton or elsewhere. This list should embrace veterans of 

both world wars, the names to be published for the benefit of all members 

of the association. There are doubtless many of whom we have not heard 

as having businesses of their own, also professional men such as doctors, 

dentists, lawyers, auditors and others. Any information regarding those 

of our people in business or professional occupations would be most 

helpful to the committee in compiling a complete list. It is felt that such 

a business directory would prove of interest to our members at large. 

Palatable Punch by “Mike” 

As usual, the delicious punch we expect to partake of at the banquet 

will have been prepared from one of John (Mike) Michael’s best recipes. 

The ingredients have always been well concocted, and to such an extent 

that second and even third helpings have always been eagerly asked for. 

With an apron on, stirring spoon in hand and lots of helpers, Mike is right 

at home at this job to provide a liquid appetizer that hits the palate at the 

spot where it tastes best. 

It is hoped that the names of all who attend the dinner will be written 

on the attendance rolls which will make the rounds from table to table. 

This information greatly assists those who write up the proceedings as 

well as to serve for future reference. Your co-operation will be much 

appreciated. In order to distinguish between the first and second war 

veterans, “49” could be written after the names of the former, and 

“L.E.R.” after those of the latter. 

Valuable Help from “Bert” Bergmann 

Assistance which is always very much appreciated by the business 

management of the Forty- Niner is given at each of our editions by H. M. 

(Bert) Bergmann who gathers up the matrices from both Edmonton 

papers for our pictures. These mats are loaned by both the “Journal” and 

the “Bulletin” to thus lessen the extra expense which would otherwise be 

necessary. Bert or “Herbie” as he is sometimes called by his newspaper 

associates is on the office advertising staff of the “Journal,” and has 

always responded very willingly to any request made of him for help with 

activities of the association. 
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In ever living memory of the officers, non-commissioned officers and 

men of the 49th Battalion (Edmonton Regiment) who were killed in 

action, or died of wounds received in Belgium and France during 

1914 to 1918, and to those who have since passed on mainly due to 

the ravages of war service; also to our “sons” who have passed on in 

this later renewal of our Battle. 

“These men were victorious in death.” 

Frank Francis 

Veteran of the Boer War and World War, Frank Francis, 10328 

104th St., died in Edmonton, Friday, September 6th. Frank served as 

a sergeant with the H.Q. Medical branch of the 49th from 1915 to 

1919. There were two Francis’ both on the medical staff, Frank was 

the shorter of the two, the other being later R.S.M. Funeral took place 

on Tuesday, September 10 from Park Memorial, and interment took 

place in the Soldiers’ Plot, Edmonton cemetery. He leaves to mourn 

his loss one sister, Miss Louise Francis of Canterbury, England. 

Representing the association at the funeral were G. W. Taylor and 

Alan Nicholls, J. W. H. Williams and N. Arnold. 

Thomas Walker Killips 

Funeral service for Thomas Walker Killips, 72, of 10715 98 St., 

who served in B company and H. Q. of the 49th, was held on Friday, 

October 11th from Howard and McBride’s chapel. Rev. Dr. E. T. 

Scragg officiated and interment took place in the Soldier’s Plot, 

Edmonton cemetery. Mr. Killips died in hospital Oct. 7th. He was 

born in Ireland. Surviving are Mrs. Killips, 10715 98th St., three 

daughters, and two sons. A brother, George, who also served in the 

battalion pre-deceased him in 1943. 

Robert Gilchrist Andrew 

The death occurred in a Lethbridge hospital on Thursday, 

September 19th, of Robert Gilchrist Andrew of 1243 8th Ave. S., 

following an illness of several weeks. A native of Glasgow, he was 

70 years of age at the time of his passing. Active in ex-servicemen’s 

activities, Mr. Andrew was a past president of the Lethbridge branch 

of the Canadian Legion, B.E.S.L. He was also active in Lodge and 

Church circles. 

 

Predeceased by his wife in 1942, he is survived by two sons in 

Lethbridge. Two sisters reside in Scotland. Employed by the 

provincial government he had retired some time before his death. 

Funeral services were held at Martin Brothers’ chapel by Rev. N. W. 

Whitmore and interment followed in Mountain View cemetery. Bob 

served with C company of the 49th. 

John Biddiscombe 

The funeral of J. Biddiscombe, No. 432159, A company, was held 

at the funeral home of Howard and McBride’s, Monday, September 

16th, 1946, and interment took place in the Soldiers’ Plot, Edmonton 

Cemetery. He leaves a widow and children at Pickardville, Alta. 

Biddiscombe enlisted in the 49th January 4th, 1915, and served in 

France. Discharged March 20th, 1919. Born in England, February 

18th, 1883. The following represented the association at the funeral, 

Alex. Stewart, Geo. Butler, Len. Warren, J. W. H. Williams and N. 

Arnold. 

Francis Willoughby Smallwood 

On Nov. 5th, 1944, Francis Willoughby Smallwood, age 61, late 

of 2508 Marine Dr., West Vancouver. He served with the 49th in 

France in the First World War. Funeral service was held Wednesday, 

Nov. 8, from the Hollywood Funeral Home, West Vancouver. Rev. 

H. Berry officiated, and interment took place in the Returned 

Soldiers’ Section, Capilano View. He is survived by his loving wife, 

one daughter, who served in the C.W.A.C., and one son, a cadet 

officer, merchant navy, and 4 step-children, one of whom served in 

the R.A.F. overseas. 

William Reeves 

Funeral service for the late William Reeves was held Saturday, 

Feb. 17th, 1945, from the Chapel of Chimes, 55 East Tenth Avenue, 

Vancouver, B.C. Rev. H. Berry officiated and interment took place 

in the Field of Honor, Mountain View Cemetery. Born in England, 

April 22, 1869, passed away February 14, 1945. Bill served in the 

49th in World War 1. (The obituaries of Reeves and Smallwood were 

not received until Dec. 1946 and are published for the information of 

their many friends, Editor). 

Ethel May Manton 

Ethel May Manton, beloved wife of Walter Frederick Manton, 

passed away September 4th at New Westminster, B.C., aged 48 years. 

She leaves beside her husband, one daughter, Elsie, at home her 

mother and three brothers. A son predeceased her some short time 

ago. Funeral service was held on Saturday, September 7th from 

Columbia Funeral chapel. Interment Ocean View. Walter served in B 

company, 49th. 

Mrs. Maria Margaret Pauls 

The funeral of Mrs. Maria Margaret Pauls, beloved wife of B. M. 

Pauls of 8541 90 St., was held on Wednesday, Dec. 4th from 

Hainstock’s Funeral Chapel. The Rev. Dr. W. T. Young officiated 

and interment took place in the Mount Pleasant cemetery. Mrs. Pauls 

passed away at her home on Dec. 1st at the age of 78 years. She leaves 

to mourn her loss besides her husband, 7 sons and 2 daughters. One 

of the sons, Herbert E. (Herb) Pauls, served in A company, 49th, 

having originally served with the 51st and the 15th Scottish. He lost 

a leg from wounds in the latter phase of the Amiens Push. 
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Sergeant James Shannon-Hammell, M15887, joined the 1st 

Bn. September 18th, 1939. Left Edmonton for England, 

December 15th, 1939. Married Norah Mary White on January 

25th, 1941, at the R.C. Cathedral, Shrewsbury, England. Was on 

the Spitzbergen Raid with D company under the late Major Bury 

in August 1941. Went over with the Loyal Edmontons and 

attached to the 8th Army in the Invasion of Sicily, July 10th, 1943. 

Wounded, July 22nd, 1943, but remained on duty with his 

platoon. Killed in action on Hill 736, Sicily on August 5th, 1943. 

Sergeant Shannon-Hammell was highly regarded by his officers 

and men as a splendid soldier and fine gentleman. 

Mrs. Jane Rowe Skitch 

Funeral services for Mrs. Jane Rowe Skitch of 10941 81 Ave., 

widow of William Skitch, who passed away on Nov. 9th, were 

held at Foster and McGarvey’s Funeral Chapel on Wednesday, 

Nov. 13th. Archdeacon F. S. Tackaberry officiated and interment 

was made in the Edmonton cemetery. She leaves to mourn her 

loss 6 sons, one of whom Reginald F. of Lloydminster served in 

C company, 49th Bn. 

George Hollands 

Funeral services for George Hollands of 11210 67th St., who 

passed away October 4th, aged 74 years, were held on Tuesday 

afternoon from Howard and McBride’s chapel. Rev. T. R. Davies 

officiated and interment took place in the Edmonton cemetery. Six 

sons acted as pallbearers. He is survived by six sons and two 

daughters. One of the sons “Geordie,” and a son-in-law, Alec 

Stewart, served in B company of the 49th. 

Daniel Hamilton Tweedale 

The funeral service was held Wednesday, August 28th, at the 

Lavoy United Church, of Daniel Hamilton Tweedale, aged 63, 

who died on August 24th. Interment took place in the Lavoy 

cemetery, the Rev. Cantelon officiating. John “Jock” Tweedale of 

B company and the football team is a brother. 

Margaret Amy Beatrice Bury 

Funeral services for Mrs. Bury, wife of Judge A.U.G. Bury, 

were held on Monday, September 9th, at All Saints’ Cathedral. 

Rev. W. T. Elkin officiated assisted by Rev. H. Brant. Surviving 

are her husband. Mrs. Bury’s only son, a major in the Loyal 

Edmonton Regiment, was killed in Italy and was awarded the 

D.S.O. posthumously. Burial took place in the Edmonton 

cemetery. 

Arleen Duncan McQueen 

The funeral services for Mrs. Arleen Duncan McQueen of Red 

Deer, Alta., took place at St. Luke’s Church, Red Deer, and on 

Friday, December 13th, from All Saint’s Cathedral, Edmonton. 

Very Rev. A. M. Trendall officiated and interment took place in 

the family plot, Edmonton cemetery. She is survived by her 

husband, James McQueen and one son, James Duncan, Red Deer. 

Mrs. James McQueen died at her home following a fall down 

the kitchen stairs. All members deeply sympathize with our 

comrade Jim in his sad loss in the untimely end of his loving wife. 

Jim McQueen served with both B and D companies, 49th, and 

was O.C. of D company for a great part of 1917 arid 1918. 
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J. C. Burger 

The death took place in Edmonton on December 12th of J. C. 

Burger, prominent city lumberman in the city since 1910. Of his four 

stepsons two will be remembered for their association with the 

Regiment in the latest war. Lieut. Jack Madore, popular officer was 

one of them and so was Sgt. Ray Madore who left Edmonton with the 

Regiment in 1939, serving as a clerk in Battalion headquarters and 

with some of the companies for a time in England. Both these boys 

have now been released. Another son, P/O Pierre Madore was killed 

while serving with the R.C.A.F., and Capt. Mel. Madore, a member 

of the permanent force is still serving in Ottawa. A son, Lieutenant 

Ted Burger, was with the R.C.A.S.C. Mrs. Burger and a stepdaughter 

are also survivors. Interment took place at Edmonton Roman Catholic 

Cemetery. 

 

COMMEMORATION NOTICES 

For the benefit of those who do not get Edmonton newspapers in 

which notices appear from time to time on anniversary dates of major 

engagements, wherein gallant comrades laid down their lives, the 

following is an example of what appears. These notices are intended 

to show that those who remain have not forgotten the sacrifices made 

by those brave hearts who died that we and others might live. 

 
Alan Macdonald heads the committee to see that these are 

published on appropriate dates. Payment for them is made from a 

special memorial fund, set aside for that purpose from moneys re-

ceived from church parade collections and life memberships. From 

the same fund, wreaths are supplied by the Association at funerals of 

departing members. Ten or twelve notices in all appear during the 

year. 

 

Frank Wells Ranching at Red Deer 

Frank Wells, whom many will recall as one of our First Great War 

runners, has retired from his post as Game and Fire Warden at Jasper 

and is now raising purebred, white-faced cattle near Red Deer. 

Frank’s son, Percy, after his discharge from the armed forces, has 

built a number of tourist cabins in Jasper Park at Sunwapta Falls on 

the Jasper-Lake Louise Highway. We venture to say that a real hearty 

welcome, typical of any Forty- Niner, awaits any visitor-guest with 

Percy during the tourist season. George Hudson passed on this news 

to us about Percy and faithful old Frank. 
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Back in Edmonton 

Major C. S. Merrett arrived back in Canada on the Aquitania early 

last summer, after six years overseas service. He held the appointment of 

officer commanding a British Technical Training Group in London, 

England. Merrett served in A company 49th, and later was commissioned 

in the Imperial army. 

R. M. Cantion Promoted 

R. M. Cantion, who served with the 49th, 1st fracas, was last August 

appointed publisher' of the Saskatoon Star-Phoenix following the 

retirement of J. S. Woodward, editor of the paper for the last 18 years. 

Robb Returned to Edmonton 

Tommy Robb, B company, 49th, district traffic superintendent for the 

A.G.T. at Lethbridge, has been transferred to Edmonton to take over a 

similar position held here by B. J. Tansey who is on extended sick leave. 

Tommy lives at his old residence, 11305 97th St. 

Patterson Resigns Post 

Guy Patterson, agent for the attorney general in the judicial district of 

Edmonton, tendered his resignation last September to H. J. Wilson, 

deputy attorney general. He wished to devote more time to his private 

practice. Guy served in “Steady D” in the First Great War to End All 

Wars. 

Forty-Niners Appointed to Board 

A fund of $10,000 for high school and secondary education of 

children of deceased or dependent veterans has been set up by the 

provincial government. Personnel of the board administering the fund is 

made up of H. E. Balfour, director of school administration, who will be 

chairman; James Chorley of the provincial auditor’s department; and J. 

F. Swan, secretary of the department of education. Balfour served in D 

Company, and Chorley in A company of the Quarante Neufs. After the 

First Great War a similar fund was created at the advocation of the late 

Col. C. Y. Weaver, then M.L.A. for Edmonton, and others. 

Bankers Honoured 

Manager of the Merchants Bank in Edmonton from 1913 to 1917 and 

son of the late Col. Belcher and Mrs. Belcher, 14712 Stony Plain Rd., 

Arthur Belcher was honoured recently by the citizens of Charlottetown, 

P.E.I., on the occasion of his retirement from the managership of the 

Bank of Montreal there. Mr. Belcher was presented by the Lieut.-

governor of the province with an illuminated address for his good work 

on behalf of the citizens and his 42 years of service in his profession. Mr. 

Belcher is the brother of the late Percy Belcher, who was one of the first 

officers to be wounded serving with D company at Ploegsteert in 1915, 

and later was killed at Passchendaele leading his platoon of D company 

in the attack. 

Discuss Progress Jap Trials 

In a photo in a local paper was pictured the prosecution staff of the 

International war crimes tribunal discussing progress and shown was 

Brig. H. G. Nolan, Canadian representative, 49th Bn., War 1. 
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A long and interesting letter came from J. J. Nolan, 2736 Ulloa, St., 

San Francisco. Always a character full of verve and color in the old days, 

his letter shows it is in no way diminished. He says he spent four years at 

Port Arthur from 1898 and feels a little sorry for some of the old “D” 

Coy. boys he used to commune with and thinks they must be feeling the 

weight of their years. We regret to hear that our old friend and comrade 

has lost three of his family in this war, two in the South Pacific and one 

on the beach at Normandy. 

We are glad to have notice of change of address from E. F. Simmons, 

Tawatinaw, Alberta. From W. J. Sproule, 513 11th Ave. W., Calgary 

and from C. B. Travers, 690 Kerr Avenue, Victoria, B.C. 

Many expressions of sympathy have been received by Norman 

Arnold at the loss of his father, brother and nephew, among them are 

letters from Bob Mayes, 870 Elgin Ave., Moose Jaw, Sask., and J. J. 

Nolan of San Francisco. 

 

T. Gilchrist of Brownvale, Alta., in a letter to Neville Jones, sends 

along a healthy contribution for his dues and wanted to be remembered 

to all his old cronies and also wished the best of luck to the young 

members of our association. 

 

Presentation of Forty-Niner Plaque 

It is expected that Lieut.-Col. Cameron Law, C.O. of the P.P.C.L.I., 

will be present at tonight’s dinner to accept presentation of the beautifully 

carved crest, replica of the official badge of the unit, from the association. 

Brief mention of this plaque was made in our last issue, when, through 

an oversight, mention was not made of the gift made by Jimmie Weir, 

manager of the Alberta Motorboat Co., of a piece of rare, short-in-supply, 

well-seasoned mahogany, out of which the crest was fashioned and 

carved. 

Fred Pinnell and Jack Blewett were assigned the duty of having the 

plaque made and those who have seen it claim that it does credit to them 

and all those who had anything to do with having the job done. We hope 

to have a full report of the presentation in our July edition. 

 

Pinnell Now Granddaddy 

To Mr. and Mrs. D. C. Tourond, (nee Betty Pinnell) at the University 

hospital, on November 23rd, a son, David Frederick, weight, 8 lbs. 3 oz’s. 

Mr. Tourond is in the permanent force with the Pats. Betty served two 

years with the C.W.A.C.
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WHAT IS YOUR OPINION REGARDING DUES? 

At the executive meeting held in the Memorial Hall, Wednesday, 

December 11th, the question of the raising of the annual dues from 50c 

to $1.00 was discussed. 

This question has received an airing at various times, and during the 

hard times of the 1930’s was always filed for later review. With the strict 

economy of those days, we were enabled to keep solvent and carry on all 

necessary work of our association. These latter days with the return of 

our “sons” from their battles and a feeling that the activities should be 

expanded, as was the case on the arrival of their “fathers,” expenditures 

have increased, and so your executive feel the members would agree to 

the dues being raised .to one dollar. 

Many members have written in to say how they have wondered at our 

association carrying on its activities and issuing two magazines a year for 

the nominal sum of 50 cents. 

Of course, one big reason for this is that no matter how arduous the 

duties of the members of your executive the work is purely and 

essentially voluntary and honorary, and also the loyalty of our 

advertisers. 

We would appreciate your serious study of this matter and will those 

unable to attend our next annual meeting, held in the Fall, please write in 

to give the executive their views on this matter, as the executive decided 

this should be dealt with at that time. 

Bill English Well-Liked 

In addition to being vice-president of Trans Canada Airlines, W. F. 

English has a new job. When opening the new service between the 

Canadian lake head and Duluth, the Mayor of Duluth personally 

appointed him an ambassador of the Duchy of Duluth, which is the local 

equivalent of the key of the city. 

 

Ronny Arthurs Receives Appointment 

R. C. Arthurs, was last July appointed to the post of deputy provincial 

secretary, succeeding Edmund Trowbridge who retired last July. We all 

wish Ronnie the best of success in his new position. 

The Loyals Memorial Notice 

The following Memorial Notice appeared in the “Daily Telegraph,” 

London, England, under date of Oct. 26th, 1946.  

2/4th Bn. The Loyal Regt. (North Lancashire) — To the glory of God 

and in undying memory of the officers, non-commissioned officers, and 

men of the 2/4th Bn. The Loyal Regiment (North Lancashire). 170th Inf. 

Bde., 27th Divn., who fell in action near Poelcappelle on morning of Oct. 

26, 1917. 

 

OUR THANKS TO THE NEWSPAPERS 

The many pictures appearing in this issue indicate the generosity of 

both the Edmonton Journal and the Edmonton Bulletin in their co-

operation by loaning cuts for publication. We are grateful to both of our 

local newspapers for the help they give the magazine committee. We also 

thank all those who assisted in the publication of our magazine. 

Do not forget the Advertisers when making your purchase as the 

“sinews of war” are mainly received through their patronage. 
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LIFE MEMBERS 

Mrs. W. A. Griesbach, 12916 102 Avenue, Edmonton. 

Mrs. Dorothy Weaver, 205 Pine St., Nanaimo, B.C.  

Mrs. A. P. Chattell, 10520 126 street, Edmonton.  

Mrs. G. D. Hunt, 12320 104th Avenue, Edmonton. 

Mrs. Mary Boyle, 7518 8th Wilton Place, Los Angeles, California. 

Mrs. J. F. E. Carman, RMD 4, Gordon Head, Victoria, B.C. 

Mrs. K. Winser, Cowansville, Que. 

Mrs. Avis Wellbourne, Edmonton. 

Mrs. A. W. Owen, 936 Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A. 

Major J. C. Thompson, A31, “Gleneagles” Cote des Neiges Rd., 

Montreal. 

Lieut. N. A. Campbell, Alberta Nash Co. Ltd., Calgary, Alberta. 

Lieut. I. W. Anderson, Grandville, Mich., U.S.A. 

Capt. The Rev. W. A. R. Ball, St. John’s Redhill, Surrey, England. 

Major J. R. Lowery, Pacific Building, Vancouver, B.C. 

Earle O. Hay, 11138 65 street, Edmonton. 

Neville H. Jones, 11252 125 street, Edmonton. 

Walter Jordan, 12206 Stony Plain Road, Edmonton.  

Lieut. R. P. Ottewell, 85 Richmond Street West, Toronto, Ontario. 

J. E. Brady, Canmore, Alberta. 

A. Croasdale, 29 Newton Road, Ashton-on-Ribble, Lancashire, 

England. 

E. J. Sharp, 13 Stanhope Place, Edinburgh, Scotland. 

Lieut. A. M. Macdonald, 9844 89 Avenue, Edmonton. 

Mr. W. E. Palmer, 1004 Eucalyptus Avenue, South, Inglewood, 

California, U.S.A. 

Lieut. T. N. Ramsey, 12310 Jasper Ave. Edmonton. 

Major F. L. Bradburn, 408 George Street, Peterborough, Ontario. 

Major Bertram Tayler, Peace Cottage, Brendon, North Devon, 

England. 

A. F. Proctor, 309-10 U.S. National Building, The Dalles, Oregon. 

N. Arnold, 11908 92 street, Edmonton. 

Lieut. I. W. Anderson, 6036 Coolbrook Avenue, Montreal. 

Lieut.-Col H. G. Nolan, 808 Royal Ave., Calgary, Alberta, 

O. Muckleston 10924-126th Street. 

Eric L. Harvie, 303-36th Ave. W., Calgary, Alta. 

Capt. Joseph Walter Hunter, Edmonton. 

Colonel E. R. Knight, 1719-9a St. West, Calgary, Alberta. 
W. Weir, Cowichan Lake, B.C. Wm. Bruce, Wembley, Alberta.  

Lt.-Col. W. G. Stillman, Edmonton.  

Brig.-Gen. J. C. Jefferson, Edmonton.  

Harold Joseph Haight, 10625-100 Ave, Edmonton.  

R. A. Kidd, 2130-N. 52 St. Seattle, Washington.  

Major H. L. Holloway, Imperial Army Overseas. 

P. W. Deuvall, Whitelaw, Alta.  

Lt.-Col. E. B. Wilson, Edmonton  

Lt.-Col. Bell Irving, Vancouver.  

Lt.-Col. G. Beaton, Edmonton. 

Byron Morrison, 10231 119 St., Edmonton.  

Col. W. A. Henderson, Edmonton. 

H. E. Bennett, Tofield.  

Ned Petherick, Bude, Cornwall, England. 

R. V. Patterson, Edmonton. 

C. M. Genge, Toronto.  

Lt.-Col. J. R. Stone, Shuswap Lake, B.C. 

R. W. H. Pinkney, Blairmore, Alta.  

Maj. Len Dawes, Edmonton. 

J. D. B. Harrison, Ottawa.  

Maj. C. W. Lilley, Edmonton  

Lt. Col. W. Cromb, Edmonton.  

Maj. D. A. Petrie, Edmonton. 

N. E. Cook, Edmonton. 

A. Munro, Arvilla, Alta.  

Col. P. Debney, Edmonton.  

Bert Millar (Mike’s). 

A. G. Newport, Chilliwack, B.C. 

J. Snyder, Farnborough, England.  

Lt. Col. R. C. Coleman, Calgary. 

 
Rev. Eric Wright Starts Youth Centre 

An Anglican youth centre has been opened by the Rev. Eric 

Wright, at Wembley. This is at present used for entertainment, but it 

is hoped in the near future to give manual training and teach home 

economics and handicraft. A pool table is installed at one end, and 

later the rest of that portion is intended for a snack bar. Table tennis 

and other minor games, cards, etc., will be played, and also space for 

relaxation. 

 

 

 

 

DUES PAYABLE 
The annual dues for members in the association are 50 cents. This 

entitles a member to the semi-annual issues of the magazine, 

postpaid. Dues can be forwarded to the Corresponding Secy., 11908 

92 St., or to Neville H. Jones 11252 125 St., or delivered to Earle 

Hay, Post Office Building, Edmonton. Life Membership is $15.00. 

All the work of our association is carried on solely from the 

subscriptions of the members. 

Members of the 1st Battalion L.E. Regt. can get their 

memberships from Mike’s News. Ask for Bert Millar, also from Bert 

Hidson, Redwood Building.  
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