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EDITORIAL – National Flag 
There has been much publicity given of late on the question of a 

national flag for Canada. Just what is meant by “national” in this 

respect? Over a long span of centuries, the national flag of the British 

people has been the Union Jack. What do these two words imply? 

In the beginning of things, the flag of old England was the red 

cross banner of St. George. It is still the flag of the admiral of the 

British Fleet and is still the flag which patrols the water highways of 

the world, offering protection and commanding respect. From ancient 

times to the reign of James 1, the flag of St. George was the national 

flag of England. On April 12th, 1606, the flag of Scotland, of St. 

Andrew — a white diagonal cross on a blue background — was 

added, and it became the Union Jack. Jack was the abbreviation of 

Jacobus (James) from which sprang the word Jacobite. On January 

1st, 1801, the flag of Ireland, of St. Patrick — a red diagonal cross on 

a white background — was also added, which gives us our Union 

Jack of today, the union of the banners of England, Scotland and' 

Ireland. 

There have been many suggestions for a Canadian flag. It has 

narrowed down to two choices, a flag displaying the Union Jack in 

one corner (the Red Ensign), with a golden maple leaf in the centre, 

and the other, a flag displaying two colours in triangular shape, red 

and white, with a green maple leaf in centre, and no Jack. Popular 

opinion, we are happy to say, favours the first choice. In fact, it goes 

further. “The place of honour for the Union Jack,” stated one 

returning member of the Canadian overseas forces recently, “is not a 

corner of the flag. Why not the Jack to cover the entire surface with 

the maple leaf superimposed in the centre?” This is an excellent 

suggestion. It would pay a tribute to the thousand years of history and 

tradition of the British people, and to the way in which their old men 

and boys, their women and children faced the blitz and took it on the 

chin without a word. It would be a recognition of that other tribute 

paid to us by one of the great dailies in the U.S.A., which, in speaking 

of that time, said, “It is a privilege for us Americans to think that we 

speak the same language as those people.” It would pay a tribute to 

the words of Churchill in that dark hour, words which echoed in every 

corner of the earth, “We will never surrender.” A member of the 

British peerage, on arriving in Washington recently on a diplomatic 

mission, was asked his opinion as to choose of design for the 

Canadian flag. He was most definite. “Whatever you decide,” he 

remarked, “be sure to retain the Jack.” His words were brief, blunt 

and to the point. 

The question of Canada’s individuality today might perhaps be 

compared, in her relationship to the Empire, to that of a member of a 

family. The family grows up, and each one then assumes the 

responsibility of his or her own particular maintenance, but traditions 

of name; are retained and pride as; to family record, with 

determination as to its continuance in substantial manner. So is it 

with a public school or college. The separate houses of such 

institution enter into friendly rivalry in sports but proudly display 

their allegiance to the fountain head and generally carry that 

allegiance with them through life as a special type of privilege. 

Some people object to the term, “British Commonwealth of 

Nations”, and because of then- criticism of it they are denounced as 

Imperialists, as if to be an Imperialist were a definite offence. Without 

in any way criticizing the former designation, surely Imperialism, 

carried out on a broadminded spirit of tolerance and co-operation, is 

something to be desired. The British Empire is also a family. Mighty 

in size, it covers vast spaces of the world. What is its record through 

the long centuries? How has it colonized new areas? How have they 

prospered, and what freedom have they enjoyed? The answers are all 

extremely favourable. That is common knowledge. 

In 1939 the King and Queen visited Canada. They came 

representing a great and ancient monarchy — one of the few which 

have survived. Why has it survived, and why is it as strong today in 

these periods of crisis, stronger in fact, than it ever was before? A 

glance at the reception of the royal pair in Canada was an illuminating 

revelation of that. They exposed themselves to every danger which 

could have been brought about by crackpot extremists. They moved 

fearlessly with the crowds, and they left behind them a memory of 

charm, of kindliness and understanding that will always be preserved 

in this vast land. One of the greatest tributes paid them came from the 

most unexpected sources of all. A senator in the United States, who 

possessed rather radical views, stated, “If it hadn’t been for that damn 

fool, George III, they would have belonged to us as well!” 

The record of Canada through the last war was one of which she 

can be justly proud. In innumerable ways, with her minimum of 

population, she came to the help of civilization, and the war finished 

leaving her in the position of one of the great powers of the world. 

All in a few swift and terrible years. 

It is fitting that she should have a flag, but it is not fitting that that 

flag should expel the Union Jack. It is right and proper that her 

individualism and independence should grow and expand, but it is 

wrong that any murmur of isolationism should be tolerated. We are a 

powerful member of one of the greatest and oldest families on earth, 

the British Empire. If we are to continue in that proud and most 

desirable status, there must be no relinquishing of ties with the 

Motherland. Tolerance and better understanding, coupled with desire 

to co-operate and help, has been our programme of the past. It must 

be our programme of the future. If these things become lost, we, also, 

lose our hard-won greatness. Pride of race and tradition must be our 

background in all that we do in the times which lie before us. 

This is a proper moment to recall those immortal lines of 

Tennyson, in which he refers to one People, one Empire, one King, 

one Flag. 
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HERE ARE THE ORDERS WHICH SENT THE 49th THROUGH VIMY 
First Canadian Corps in First Action Made April 9th a Date to Be Remembered in Canadian Military History—49th Took 

Distinguished Part — Journalist Recalls Action 
 

This story was culled from the files of a local newspaper as it was 

written during 1941, when the situation in Europe looked desperate. The 

monument at Vimy, which the writer prayed would stand throughout the 

war still crowns the famous Ridge, as though in answer to his pleas. 

The story is followed by copies of the battle orders. 

This is the anniversary of a day which should ever live in Canadian 

and Empire history. It is Vimy Day! Twenty-three years ago, our boys 

attacked and won the position which had been wrested from the French 

and the recapture of which seemed impossible. It was the first time the 

four Canadian divisions went into action together; the first was under 

command of General Arthur Currie (he was not Sir then); the second 

under General H. E. Burstall; the third under General L. J. Lipsett; and 

the fourth under General “Davie” Watson, while “Bunty” Morrison, the 

beloved journalist-soldier of Ottawa, was in charge of the artillery which 

literally poured tons of shells on to the enemy. Sir Julian Byng was in 

supreme command, and as a result of the day’s work became Baron Byng 

of Vimy. 

There had been long preparations, but on the day of battle everything 

went like clockwork. At daybreak the Canadians moved forward under a 

veritable curtain of steel; early in the: afternoon they were masters of the 

ridge. It was a costly victory, but it had its compensations. It was the 

initial great victory of the Canadians, the first of a series which was to 

carry them on to the gates of Mons as the Germans threw up the sponge. 

The people of France will never forget the day when the Canadians 

avenged the poilu; the people of Canada will never forget the thrill of 

pride when the news came of the victory. And they do not forget that their 

triumph was shared in by the Highland division, to which, indeed, our 

own “Scotties” were attached. As a result of the victory, we captured over 

4,000 prisoners, over 30 big guns, scores of machine guns and mortars 

and vast quantities of material. Today a great monument, unveiled by 

Edward VIII during his brief reign marks the crest of the ridge, a silent 

yet eloquent memorial of that Easter Monday when the Germans learned 

to fear the Canadians. God grant that it may stand through the second war 

with Germany.  

OPERATION ORDERS AND REPORT OF VIMY 

RIDGE ACTION 

We published the 49th Bn’s, official report of the Vimy show on page 

22, in the No. 22 issue of January 1936. At that time, we were unable to 

discover in the available records any other material relating to this 

“Show”. Charley Engel, mail orderly of “C” company, a month or two 

before his death in October 1936. forwarded along the following orders, 

etc., which he had evidently scrounged as souvenirs. They are now 

published in order to give our members further information on that very 

important and vital operation in our battalion’s history.— The Editor. 

Secret, Copy No  

7TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE OPERATION ORDER 

NO. 70 

Ref: Vimy Roclincourt 1/10,000. 

1. General Intention — On Z day the Canadian 

Corps will undertake the capture of VIMY RIDGE from 

COMMANDANT’S HOUSE to KENNEDY Crater in conjunction with 

operations of the XVII Corps. 

2. Task—(a) The 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade will attack and capture 

a portion of the VIMY RIDGE. 

(b) i After reaching the final objective, the Brigade will push patrols 

forward towards BOIS DU CHAMP POURRI to ascertain whether 

the defences of these localities are occupied. The protective barrages 

will be lifted to enable this to be done. 

(c) The 8th Canadian Infantry Brigade will attack simultaneously on our 

right and the 11th Canadian Infantry Brigade (3th Canadian Division) 

on our left. 

(d) After reaching the final objective, the 8th Canadian Infantry Brigade 

will push patrols forward to PETIT VIMY and VIMY. 

3. Time — Zero hour will be communicated separately to all concerned. 

4. Boundaries — In accordance with 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade 

Secret M “A”, issued under 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade 

B.M.R.518 10th March, 1917. 

5. Objectives — Successive objectives have been allotted to the 

Brigade as follows: 

(a) Intermediate Objective (Black Line). Junction of 

SWISCHEN STELLUNG and ARTILLERIE WEG to FEATHER 

Trench, thence along FEATHER Trench, FAMINE Trench and BEG-

GAR Trench to Northern Brigade Boundary. 

(b) Final Objective (Red Line). The General Line in LA FOLIE 

WOOD including BRITT Trench. This line to be dug in and 

consolidated with strong points (Minimum garrison 20 men each) 

constructed at the following approximate location: Cross Tracks; Jet. 

of ARTILLERIE WEG and BRITT Trench; Jet. of STAUBWASSER 

WEG and BRITT Trench; To enfilade track; To cover North side or 

Re-entrant in S.22.b. and S.23.a. 

6. Intention — Assaulting Troops. The Brigade will attack from the 

Observation Line with three Battalions in Line (R.C.R., P.P.C.L.I., 

42nd Battalion R.H.C. from Right to Left respectively) each attacking 

on a two-company front. 

The 49th Battalion E.R. (less two companies employed as moppers-

up and Stokes Gun ammunition carriers) will be in Brigade Reserve in 

the Machine Gun Fort and GRANGE Subway. 

7. Frontages allotted to Battalions in Objectives and Bn. H.Q.: 

(1) Frontages allotted to Battalions in Objectives are as follows (See 

Secret Map “A”): 

(a) On Intermediate Objective (Black Line). R.C.R. — From 

S.28.b.6 1/2.7 to S.22.d.7 3/4.2. 

P.P.C.L.I.—From S.22.d.7 3/4.2 to S.22.d.3 1/2.5½ to Jct. of BLUE 

Trench and BEGGAR Trench and BEGGAR Trench (Exclusive). 

42nd Bn. R.H.C.— From S.22.d.3 1/2.5 ½.. Jet. of BLUE Trench and 

BEGGAR Trench (Inclusive) to S.22.b.o.1 ½. 

(b) On Final Objective (Red Line). 

R.C.R. — From Jet. of ARTILLERIE WEG and BRITT Trench 

inclusive, thence along BRITT Trench with strong points. (ECOLE 

COMMUNE to the R.C.R.)
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P.P.C.L.I. — BRITT Trench to its junction with STAUBWASSER 

WEG inclusive with strong points. 

42nd Bn. R.H.C. — From S.22.d.9½ .9½. to S.22. b.7.3 1/2. with 

strong points. 

(2) Battalion Headquarters will be as follows: 

R.C.R.— (In PS Line adjoining GRANGE Subway). 

P.P.C.L.I. — (In GRANGE Subway). 

42nd Bn. R.H.C. — (In GRANGE Subway). 

49th Bn. E.R. — (In Q.M.G. FORT). 

8. Patrols to BOIS DU CHAMP POURRI — Separate instructions 

will be issued regarding the action of these patrols. 

9. Strong Points — Strong Points (Minimum garrison 50 men each) 

will be constructed in rear of the Final Objective by Battalions at the 

following approximate location: R.C.R., (ARTILLERIE WEG; 

P.P.C.L.I., (STAUBWASSER WEG); 42nd Bn. R.H.C.— (BLUE 

Trench). 

These strong points will be constructed simultaneously with the 

consolidation of the Final Objective. 

10. Artillery Barrage and Infantry Action (Ref. Artillery Barrage 

Map) — At Zero hour the intense shrapnel barrage will open on the 

enemy’s front line system a short distance East of his Crater Posts 

and continue for three minutes. Small parties from the leading 

companies will push forward into the craters and enemy craters posts, 

if the barrage permits. 

At plus three the barrage will move forward in accordance with 

artillery barrage timetable previously issued until at plus 35 it is 150 yards 

beyond the Intermediate Objective. The Assaulting Troops will follow it 

up closely to the Intermediate Objective which will be mopped-up and 

consolidated by the Companies detailed for this work. Parties will be 

pushed out in front and up communication trenches close under the 

barrage to protect the consolidation parties. The barrage will remain 150 

yards beyond the Intermediate Objective for 40 minutes during which 

time troops detailed to capture the Final Objective will form up in rear of 

the Intermediate Objective. 

A short time before plus 75 the troops detailed to take the Final 

Objective will creep forward and form up close under the barrage in front 

of the Intermediate Objective, to assault the Final Objective. 

At plus 75 the barrage will move forward in accordance with the 

Artillery barrage timetable until at plus 95 it finally stops 300 yards 

beyond the Final Objective. 

The assaulting troops will follow the barrage closely, mopping-up as 

they go, special attention being given to the ECOLE COMMUNE. 

Battalions will detail part of the Companies proceeding beyond the 

Intermediate Objective to provide covering parties and to construct the 

strong points in LA FOLIE WOOD. The remainder of these companies 

will mop-up, consolidate and garrison the next trench in rear of and 

approximately parallel to the Final Objective. 

The actual advance into LA FOLIE WOOD will be preceded by scouts 

and covering parties who will be specially detailed for this work. 

The barrage will ultimately lift to enable patrols to be pushed forward 

in accordance with para. 2 (b) above. 

11. Moppers-Up, 6 platoons and 2 Sections, 49th Bn. E.R.—Six 

platoons and 2 sections of the 49th Battalion, E.R., will be detailed to 

Battalions as follows to act as moppers-up: R.C.R., 2 platoons; 

P.P.C.L.I., 2 platoon; 42nd Bn., R.H.C., 2 platoons and 2 secs. 

Moppers-up will be under the orders of the Battalions to which they 

are attached and will accompany the attack. They will mop-up all 

trenches and craters on the frontage of the Battalion to which they are 

attached, up to, but not including, the Intermediate Objective (Black 

Line). 

Moppers-up will be assigned their tasks, exact trenches they are 

responsible for, and where they are to rendezvous eventually. After they 

have completed their work, the moppers-up will be employed in carrying 

out wounded (in accordance with Administrative Instructions) and will 

then report back to O.C. 49th Battalion E.R., at Machine Gun Fort. 

12. 7th Cdn. T.M. Baty, 1 platoon and 2 Sections 49th Bn. E.R., Stokes 

gun carriers. 

(a) Two guns of the 7th Canadian Trench Mortar Battery will be 

placed under the orders of each Assaulting Battalion to assist in 

the advance; remaining two guns will be in Brigade Reserve in 

the P Line near the head of GRANGE Subway. 

(b) Two sections of the 49th Battalion, E.R., will be placed under the 

orders of each assaulting Battalion to carry Stokes gun 

ammunition. 

13 7th Cdn. M.G. Coy. — The eight machine guns of the 7th Canadian 

Machine Gun Company allotted to Battalions will go forward from 

their assembly positions to the intermediate Objective as soon as the 

favourable opportunity presents itself, under orders of the O’s C. 

Battalions. 

The four guns of the 7th Canadian Machine Gun Company allotted 

as a Brigade Reserve and which will have been engaged in holding our 

front-line system and indirect firing, will move forward to the 

Intermediate Objective after the Final Objective has been secured, under 

orders of the O.C. 7th Canadian M.G. Company. 

On these four guns relieving the first eight guns in the Intermediate 

Objective, these first guns will move forward by orders of the O’s. C. 

Battalions to position in or near S.Ps. 5, 6 and 7. 

The final distribution of the Machine Guns will be: R.C.R. — 2 guns, 

S.P.5; P.P.C.L.I. — 2 guns, S.P. 6; 42nd Bn., R.H.C.— 2 guns, S.P. 7 and 

2 guns, S.22.b.15.10.; Bde. Reserve — 4 guns, Intermediate Objective. 

14 Engineers — One Officer and four N.C.Os. or sappers of the 7th 

Field Coy. will accompany each Assaulting Bn. and assist in the 

siting and construction of Strong Points 5, 6 and 7. 

15 S.O.S. Signal — The S.O.S. signal will be RED, either rockets or 

Very lights. As many as possible fired in quick succession. 

16 Distinguishing flags —When objectives are reached, the Divisional 

distinguishing flags will be waved, NOT stuck in the ground. 

Flags will be carried as follows: 3rd Canadian Division — BLACK 

AND RED; 4th Canadian Division — RED. 

17. Smoke Barrage—No. 4 Special Company, R.E., will arrange for 

smoke barrage from 4” Stokes Mortars to cover the Black Line 

from 0 to plus 15, provided the wind is then between North West 

and South West. 

The decision as to the employment of smoke will rest with the Officer 

in charge of the 4” Stokes. 

18 Contact Patrols—Contact aeroplanes will fly at the following 

times: (a) Zero plus 50 minutes; (b) Zero plus two hours. 

Details as to Contact Aeroplane work have been issued. 

19. Administrative Instructions — Administrative instructions have 

been issued separately by Staff Captain “A & Q” to all concerned.
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20. Liaison — Liaison Officers and N.C.O.’s will be exchanged in 

accordance with instructions previously issued. 

21. Reports — Reports will be sent direct to the 7th Canadian Infantry 

Brigade H.Q. in Machine Gun Fort (S.27.a.97.33.). When 

Battalion H.Q. move forward reports will be sent to Brigade 

Advanced Report Centre at S.22.d.3.5. (approx.) which will be 

marked by a blue and white signal flag. In the event of Battalions 

not being able to locate this Advanced Brigade Report Centre, 

reports will be sent to Brigade Rear Report Centre at east end of 

GRANGE Subway. 

22. Time—Brigade time will be sent out by runner at 4 p.m. and 11 

p.m. daily. 

23. Acknowledge. 

Sgd. A. 0. MEREDITH, MAJOR,  

A/Brigade Major,  

7th Canadian Infantry Brigade. 

Issued through Signals at 2:30 p.m. 
NARRATIVE OF OPERATIONS LEADING UP TO, AND THE 

PART ACTUALLY PLAYED BY THE 7TH CANADIAN 

INFANTRY BRIGADE IN THE ATTACK AND CAPTURE OF 

VIMY RIDGE, 9th APRIL 1917. 

On the 24th October, 1916, the 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade 

took over the front line in LA FOLIE Section, from S.21.d.7½.4½ to 

A.4.C.9.9. below the VIMY RIDGE. At that time every unit was 

much below strength. 

There was much work to be done. At first, the German snipers 

were top dog, but in a few days, this was readjusted, thanks to the 

enterprise of our splendid snipers. 

Deep dugouts had to be built, trenches revetted and drained, etc. 

All this was tackled with a will. Our 7th Canadian Trench Mortar 

Battery deserve an especial word of praise for their share in estab-

lishing British ascendancy along the front held by us. Our Machine 

Guns also did excellent work. 

The splendid policy of work laid down by Major General L. J. 

Lipsett, C.M.G., Commanding 3rd Canadian Division, included two 

tunnels through the front-line system to the crater line. The Brigade 

supplied working parties to the 172nd Tunneling Company, R.E., to 

build the GRANGE subway and a large portion of the GOODMAN 

Subway. 

On the 17th November 1916, the 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade 

Machine Gun Fort was commenced. This was designed by Major J. 

W. H. G. H. Vandenberg, O.C., 7th Canadian Machine Gun 

Company, supervised by Lieut. D. S. Forbes, M.C., built by the 

labour of working parties supplied by the Battalions of the Brigade 

assisted by the 7th Canadian Machine Gun Company to whom too 

much praise cannot be given. 

As time went on, and the Battalions became stronger, raids 

became the order of the day and each Battalion has to its credit a large 

number of successful raids. 

On the 15th February 1917, the Brigade went to BRUAY to train, 

over taped trenches, for the attack on VIMY RIDGE. 

This training was done with thoroughness and proved of 

incalculable value and we had the proud fact to encourage us that our 

Corps Commander, after seeing our Brigade practice the attack, thus 

express himself — “This is very good indeed and very convincing”. 

On the night 5th-6th April 1917, the Brigade returned to the line, 

relieving the 9th Canadian Infantry Brigade. The attack on VIMY 

RIDGE was carried out by the Brigade in accordance with Operation 

Order No. 80 (Appendix “A”). 

 

 
 



Jul 1946    No. 43             THE FOURTY NINER 
 

Page 9 of 49 
 

 

At 5:15 a.m., 9th April, Brigade Headquarters had been informed 

that all Units were in their places, ready to jump-off. 

At 5:30 a.m. the barrage commenced. It proved to be very good 

indeed and our fellows pressed close on its heels, carrying all before 

them with irresistible dash, and pinning most of the Huns in their deep 

dugouts. Prisoners began coming in at 6:10 a.m. 

At 1:30 p.m., our Final Objective was reported — “Dug in, 

traversed and wired”. 

Owing to the Brigade on our left being hung up, and Hill 145 

being still in possession of the enemy, our Brigade was subjected to 

a galling fire of machine guns and snipers who took a heavy toll all 

along the line. 

Fortunately, the 8th Canadian Infantry Brigade on our right came 

through to their objective in fine style. They were subjected to the 

same galling fire, but in a lesser degree. It is not hard to imagine what 

would have happened had the 7th and 8th Brigades not made good 

their footing in their objectives, and this they did under strenuous and 

adverse conditions, digging-in under a heavy fire that would have 

quickly induced less determined and less battle trained men to let go 

and retire. All counterattacks made by the Germans were repulsed by 

the R.C.R., and P.P.C.L.I. promptly and thoroughly. 

The situation on our Left continued critical for some hours but 

was well taken in hand by Major S. C. Norsworthy, M.C., 

Commanding 42nd Battalion (R.H.C.). The 42nd Battalion (R.H.C.) 

reinforced by a platoon of the 49th Battalion (E.R.) formed a 

defensive flank, first from BLUE to BEGGAR Trenches and later 

right across to BROADMARSH Crater, a company of the 58th 

Battalion being lent for this purpose. Two platoons of the same fine 

Battalion were sent to reinforce our right flank, the remainder of the 

Battalion being in 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade Reserve. 

About 2:00 a.m. 10th April, the Brigade on our Left established 

good connection with us at BEGGAR Trench and early on the same 

date Hill 145 was carried in a dashing manner, thus relieving us of 

losses and any further anxiety on that score. 

On the day following the attack, the Germans bombarded our 

lines pretty severely at times, S.P. 6 being practically demolished. 

Several patrols were sent out to ascertain if the enemy were 

occupying trenches east of LA FOLIE Wood. For an account of these 

patrols see Appendix (B). 

On the 12th April ,1917, the Brigade was relieved and billeted in 

the VILLERS AU BOIS area, for a well-earned rest. 

For statements of Casualties, and Prisoners and Trophies 

captured, see Appendix (C). 

 
APPENDIX “C” CASUALTIES 

Unit Ofl 

Killed Wounded Missing 

O.R. Officers O.R, Officers O.R. 

R.C.R. 5 50 7 175 70 

P.P.C.L.I. 3 54 8 148 10 

42nd Bn. 2 49 8 154 74 

49th Bn.  17 7 75 11 

7th Cdn. M.G. Coy.  11  15 11 

7th Cdn. T.M. Bty. 1    2 

TOTAL: 11 181 30 567 167 
 

STATEMENT OF PRISONERS CAPTURED 

Officers — 14, including 1 Divisional Staff Officer and 1 Bn. 

Commander. 

Other Ranks — 450 (Approx.). 

STATEMENT OF WAR MATERIAL CAPTURED 

Royal Canadian Regt.—5 Machine Guns. P.P.C.L.I. — 3 

Machine Guns; 2 Trench Mortars. 

42nd Battalion — 1 Field Gun; 3 Dart Throwers; 3 Machine Guns. 

7th CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE CONGRATULATORY ORDERS 

ON THE CAPTURE OF VIMY RIDGE Brigadier General A. C. Macdonell, 

C.M.G., D.S.O., Cmdg., 7th Canadian Infantry Bde. 

(Appendices reviewing events leading up to the attack and part 

actually played by the Brigade are attached hereto.) 

In tendering my most grateful thanks to my staff and to the 

Officers and Other Ranks of the Units comprising my Brigade for the 

efficiency, dashing gallantry and splendid thrusting spirit with which 

our part of the success of the 9th April, 1917, (now a proud date in 

Canada’s history) was performed, it seems to me wise and necessary 

to review the work of the preceding months which laid the foundation 

for and led up to the point that made a successful assault upon such 

formidable German defences, built on a place strong by nature, 

possible. 

This review will be found attached to this order as an Appendix, 

and in it I deal only with the work of our own beloved Brigade only 

mentioning others where absolutely necessary to make the story 

clear, for in the words of Kincaid’s book on the Rifles, transformed 

to meet the occasion, this order is about the 7th Canadian Infantry 

Brigade, for there is no other Brigade that I love so well, nor is there 

any other that I consider so worthy of notice. 
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For we are the 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade who, attacking on 

the dot through the difficult Crater line, made all our objectives and 

were dug in, traversed and wired on our Final Objective by 1:30 p.m., 

although subjected to a galling machine gun fire from the Left - HILL 

145 not yet having been captured - having captured some five 

hundred prisoners and repulsed several counterattacks on our Right 

flank and formed a defensive flank on our Left. 

The order of battle from Right to Left was - R.C.R., P.P.C.L.I., 

42nd Battalion (Royal Highlanders of Canada) and the 49th Battalion 

(Edmonton Regiment) less 1 company, 1 platoon and 2 sections 

moppers-up, in Brigade Reserve. 

Where all did gallantly and well it is perhaps invidious to mention 

any in particular but as all Commanders are agreed on the good work 

performed by the 49th Battalion (E.R.) and the cheerful gallantry with 

which they did their work as moppers-up, carriers and 

reinforcements, I feel constrained to mention them, as they had the 

bad luck not to be actually an attacking Battalion. 

In conclusion, never before had we the chance to work up to an 

attack in detail, and though absolutely confident of success, you even 

surpassed my expectations high though they were, and I thank you all 

from a full heart, proudly and sincerely. 

I cannot close without reference to our gallant comrades who have 

fallen, even though many of you already know my belief regarding 

them. They fell doing their duty bravely and well, fighting for the 

right and for the honour of Canada. They, therefore, fell in the Peace 

of God, and we should not mourn them unduly. In truth, they live 

today as never before. 

A. C. Macdonell,  

27.4.17.   Brigadier General 

D.  Cmdg., 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade. 

To: R.C.R.; P.P.C.L.I.; 42nd Battalion; 49th Battalion; 7th Cdn. 

M.G. Coy.; 7th Cdn. T.M. Bty. 

 

BATTLE FOR SAN MARTINO, SEPT 21, 1944 

Peter Stursberg broadcasts the attack on San Martino, mentioning 

the part taken by Loyal Edmontons Thursday, Sept. 21st, 1944: 

This is Peter Stursberg of the CBC reporting from the Italian 

front: 

They call the little village of San Martino, which has just been 

taken by the Canadians, a miniature Cassino. Certainly, there was just 

as fierce a fight for it. Our troops attacked six times before it fell. It 

is also true that this little cluster of houses which is nothing but a pile 

of rubble now, was in a position of strategic importance. From a 

distance it looks a bit like Cassino too, with the monastery hills 

towering behind it. I can see its ghostly remains appearing out of the 

drifting dust storm - for San Martino is still being murderously 

shelled by the enemy. 

The village is just at the end of this long San Lorenzo slope - about 

two miles from Rimini. The village is on a slight rise, and the 

Germans were able to pin down our troops advancing along the 

Rimini airport some 2,000 yards away. They could also bring a 

withering fire to bear on the opposite side of the San Lorenzo slope. 

And so, San Martino had to be taken - beside the fact that the 

Canadians had to advance over a crest and down 600 yards of open 

ground. 

A French-Canadian regiment was the first to reach San Martino 

and it reported taking the village. What had happened was that in the 

confusion of battle, they had mistaken a tiny hamlet nearby for San 

Martino itself. 

On the 16th of September a British Columbia regiment passed 

through the Quebec battalion and sent a patrol to the edge of the 

village. They reported it strongly held. This unit then mounted its first 

attack which was of company strength. When that failed, a second 

attack was started almost immediately with another company joining 

the first company in the assault. Bitter fighting went on that night, but 

by the first light, the Canadians had to withdraw from the open 

ground in front of San Martino. 

The next day, that is the 17th, three regiments of artillery were 

turned loose on the village, and then the British Columbians went in 

again. But again, they had to fall back because of the; withering fire. 

San Martino was held by crack German paratroops who had a 

cleverly worked-out plan of defense. The tanks which were 

supporting them were driven right into the; houses so that our artillery 

fire hardly damaged them. The machineguns were set up in the rubble 

and were well-sited. The paratroopers would withhold their fire until 

our troops were within two hundred yards of the village. Then they 

would cut loose with everything they had. When the Canadians 

stopped to reorganize, they would bring down a concentration of 

artillery and mortar fire on them. In many cases this shelling was 

really too close to their own positions, and many of the Germans were 

killed and wounded by their own guns. 

It was the ferocious fanaticism of the Germans against the dogged 

heroic persistence of the Canadians. After being beaten off in the day, 

the British Columbia unit attacked again that night - the night of the 

17th and 18th. They attacked at about half past ten and just after 

midnight, the Brigade headquarters received this message: one try 

already but are trying again stop tough going stop. They were 

attacking again, but the fourth and fifth attempts were also 

unsuccessful. At dawn of the 18th, the Alberta regiment relieved the 

British Columbia regiment. It charged over the crest of the hill, across 

the open ground, under a hail of fire and got into San Martino town, 

but the 6th attack was called off when the regiment was ordered to 

support another western regiment which had been able to move down 

the San Lorenzo slope. 

That night, the Albertans saw some enemy tanks leaving San 

Martino. It was the Germans withdrawing and later on when an 

Ontario regiment entered the village, they did so without meeting any 

enemy. 

This is Peter Stursberg of the CBC reporting from the Italian front. 
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FORTY-NINERS NIGHT AT MACDONALD LIVES UP TO EXPECTATIONS 
HUNDREDS GATHER FOR 1st PEACE TIME ANNUAL DINNER SINCE 1939 

Old Times, Good and Bad in Two Wars Recalled When Regiment Gathers for Annual Dinner; Battles on the Field and in Billets, Happily Recalled; More 

Than 400 Attend Handshaking, Talking and Eating Fest — Comrades Remembered. 
 

The banquet, of course is the major social event of the year to 

49ers and the hundreds of the new ones who attended this years at the 

Macdonald hotel on January 5th can understand just why. The 

evening was loud and gay with reminiscences of bygone things 

almost too loud and almost too gay for those speakers who were 

called upon. But everyone had a good time, even K. J. Rootes who 

attended on a stretcher. 

Long before the fall-in sounded, eager comrades in the hotel 

rotunda showed how enthusiastically they were looking forward to 

an enjoyable evening. They got into the proper mood for what was to 

follow. 

Piper Alex Thomson was right there with his bagpipes and did his 

stuff in the same way as many times before, when, at the head of the 

procession into the dining room, the hall resounded to familiar skirls. 

As each man filed through the door where copies of the Forty-

Niner and printed song sheets were being handed out, one hand 

reached out for a mag, the other for a song sheet, and many an 

admission ticket dropped to the floor. 

There seemed to be keen anticipation on the faces of each and 

every veteran as he passed into the dining hall. He apparently 

expected a boisterous, hilarious evening of festivity and fun, and he 

got it. 

It was disappointing that some of the old stagers who are usually 

there were marked absent. One wonders why. Great preparations are 

made for our entertainment and pleasure and those not there miss 

seeing those who miss seeing them. 

Conspicuous by their absence was the usual contingent from 

Calgary. Jimmy McMillan wasn’t there. Neither was Norman 

Campbell, Tommy Caroon, Dave Irons, Tommy Higgleton and others 

who were with us last time. Alec Hay was also named as off parade. 

When these and other stalwarts read their “Forty-Niner” they will 

know they were missed and so will many from other points of the 

compass who no doubt realize what they miss when they are unable 

to attend. 

After-dinner gatherings in the upstairs rooms of the hotel were as 

numerous and as well attended as ever. Some of them were reported 

to have lasted through Saturday to Sunday and then some. Tough 

babies, these Forty-Niners! 

Many a tale was told. Many a sedate old sweat, and new ones too, 

gabbed, swapped yarns, told tall tales and true tales, chaffed and 

kidded one another about times and places, bringing red faces 

betimes. O tempore! O mores! 

Once more the head table was heavy with big wigs of both wars, 

but modest in their mien, deportment and attire to be only one of those 

present. Many a beam of delight and pride was cast over the gathering 

by respected leaders. 

Mayor Harry Ainlay sat with dignity through the entertainment 

and so-called short speeches. It was a good opportunity for many of 

our crowd who had not met the chief magistrate of Edmonton to speak 

to him informally. 

Former commanding officers present included, 

Bill Stillman, Jim Jefferson, Ernie Wilson and Phil Debney of the 

peace time perpetuating unit, not overlooking Kenny Kinnaird, C.O. 

of the 2nd Reserve Battalion. 

Those who sampled or took sparse rations of the draft beer 

reported that it was about the nearest thing to the Belgian barn yard 

variety they had ever tasted. It looked it too. 

Congenial and boisterous, hilarious and gay, satisfied and 

cheerful, albeit sedate and in some cases grim, might be used to 

describe what one saw among the four hundred who participated. 

Actions and reactions were visibly registered. 

Who was the skillful literary light, newspaper scribe and what 

have you who can put together and take apart words and sentences 

with such success but found it impossible from the inside to solve the 

mechanical problem of a Yale lock on a washroom door that had 

snapped shut. 

Many a seamy side swipe was taken at young sweats and old 

sweats by those who good-naturedly chided them over some incident 

which might otherwise remain a dark secret. Oh, axe man, spare that 

tree! Soldier lay off thy idle chatter! 

The printed song sheet proved a popular innovation. It was Ken 

Kinnaird’s idea. Sheets were much in demand and all members are 

asked to keep them for future occasions to use at our sing songs. 

John Munroe, an old D company member, now living at Arvilla, 

where he farms, was there for the first time in five years. He had five 

sons serving in this last war, one killed and two wounded. He met 

many old friends. John took out a life membership. 

Alf Peart’s reply to Sister Battalions merited the applause he was 

given. The “Silver Seventh” and the “Shining Second” were neatly 

grouped. Alf very truly said that the foot slogger has always had the 

last say in all wars. 

Archie Ferguson, 436832 (51ster) C company 49th, was in from 

Hastings Lake and once more gloried in being among old friends. 

Archie says he is ready anytime for a visit from his old friends. He is 

batching it near Deville. 

A near neighbor of Archie is Sandy Boss, who, it will be recalled, 

was a cook who mixed the mulligan and heaved hash which went 

down the “little red lanes” of C company men. Sandy was one of the 

many to visit with Harry Smith after the dinner. 

Collection of annual dues was in charge of Norman Arnold. He 

had a number of willing workers who separated the troops from their 

four-bit dues to an extent which gratified Neville Jones, that eagle-

eyed custodian of Battalion funds. 

No punch bowl was in evidence this time. One drink of punch was 

served to each diner. There had been well intended protests over so 

much being served at previous dinners. There is a difference of 

opinion over matters to do with punch potions. 

The menu was all that could be desired. The service was all that 

one could wish for and the Macdonald Hotel management, Maitre 

D’Hotel, waitresses and chefs did a good job which pleased all and 

sundry. 
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HEAD TABLE GROUP AT ANNUAL DINNER AS VIEWED BY CAMERA 

 
Part of the group who flanked President Major R. C. Arthurs, M.C., at the annual dinner are shown in the above picture. From left to right those 

shown are: E. B. Wilson, former C.O.; G. D. Kinnaird, C.O., of Reserve Unit; Dr. K. Hamilton, former M.O.; P. Debney, one-time O.C. of Reserve 

Unit and an engineer veteran of this war; J. C. Jefferson, former C.O.; W. G. Stillman, under whose command the regiment left in 1939, and R. C. 

Arthurs, our president. 
 

 

We wonder and worry sometimes whether we are passing up 

opportunities to make these annual dinners more successful. The 

officers and executive members would welcome any constructive 

suggestions. Have you something to offer? 

Had our beloved General been there to see the happy faces of the 

oldsters and the beaming faces of our lineal descendants his usual 

paternal pride would have been registered. Many a reference was 

made to the deceased “Billy”, true comrade and faithful friend. 

Junior members conducted themselves with natural and 

remarkable decorum, everything considered. The occasion was one 

for meetings after long separation in various theatres of war. Many a 

lifelong friendship to follow was apparent. 

Long-winded - or even short speeches, seem taboo and unpopular 

with those who seem quite capable of making their own 

entertainment. Ken Kinnaird had the right idea when he told the gang 

to make as much noise as they liked and that he would talk on just the 

same. 

Harry Stonehewer, Jack Blewett, Alan Nicholls, Ralph Hayter, 

Bill Henderson, Fred Pinnell, Jim Craig, “Laddie” Muckleston, 

Frank Porritt, and a few more assisted Norman Arnold to renew 

membership cards and issue new ones. 
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Alec Stewart was a steady worker to see that this or that was going 

just as it should. Alec can always be depended on to do his stuff. He 

sat at table with old friends and had his picture “tooken” by press 

photographers. 

Dan Collins, Neil Campbell, Reg Skitch in from Lloydminster, 

Harry Smith, Bob Whyte, Jimmy Parker, Doc Purvis and others sat 

with or near one another. Who could name a more typical lot of old 

timers who did their stuff? 

Harvey Bennett, Tofield, where he is stationed as C.N.R. agent, 

sat among old cronies and friends. Harvey seems to have lost a little 

avoirdupois but looks much the same as he did when he served with 

his comrade signallers long years ago. 

Earle Hay, ex-honorary secretary, seemed spry and spirited, 

dispensed hospitality in an upstairs room afterward and seemed his 

old self again. During the evening, he assisted in the duties to be 

performed. 

Arnold Tayler had with him his illustrious son, John, who, after 

three years a prisoner of the Japs, renewed old acquaintances and 

friends and made many new ones. He was a welcome visitor. Perhaps 

someday we will hear his war experiences recounted. 

When a bunch of old C company hellyons go on a. rampage, 

watch out for anything that might break loose. They seem to more or 

less gang up on these special occasions. Who really did steal the pig 

anyway? 

Harry Smith and Neil Campbell, with their wives to assist, again 

held forth at Harry’s after the dinner broke up. There were many 

callers, both before and after midnight. There is only one Harry 

Smith. 

Participating with many an old crony was Reg Skitch. He now 

lives at Lloydminster. Reg seemed to be getting his money’s worth 

and said it was great to be among the old gang again. 

Sid Bryant and Ernie Newnham, two old indispensables at annual 

dinners, supped together at the same table, yarning with junior 

veterans on their right and left., 

Sitting in a cluster in the same part of the room were Andy Greig, 

W. McMorran, Jim Hedley, Arthur McCormack, J. W. H. Williams, 

Bill Kleinscroth, also nearby, and conversing from table to table, sat 

George Low, Jim Sandilands, Jack Irwin, George Tucker, Barney 

Morrison and Alex Thomson. 

Immediately in front of those who sat at the head table a sturdy 

bunch of old. stagers were some of the few to listen intently to 

speeches. Charlie Mathison was one, George Blower, Herbie Mason, 

Chris Skov and Bill Mair were others. 

Alf Parton, D company runner, compared to whom there was none 

better, was a visitor from Westlock, where quite a few senior veterans 

are farming. One of them, Jim Pollard, has not been very well of late. 

Alf’s part in a “scouting do” was related in the last January issue. 

“Mike”, John Michaels, was a busy boy with beer pitcher doing 

yeoman service. Mike was hailed from all directions to come hither. 

From the number of half-filled glasses left on the tables, there must 

have been enough for everyone. 

Charlie Curtis and Len Hitchcock sat together during the evening. 

Charlie guided Len through the crowd. Although unable to see them, 

it was almost uncanny the way Len could call so many by name when 

they spoke to him. 

Big Bill Frame took in the sights, both at the banquet and at after-

dinner calls on friends. Formers sigs men continue to gravitate toward 

one another at all our doings. More power to their key fingers. 

Charlie Laubman and Joe Waithe had Albert Oldham as their 

guest. All three trained many a rookie during World War IL Dozens 

who had passed through their hands stopped at their table to greet 

them. Who said sergeant majors didn’t have any friends? 

They were thanked for the interest they had so patiently taken in 

preparing them to become efficient fighting men, who had been “over 

there” and were now returned as Loyal Edmonton’s. 

It was interesting to overhear these boys describing how in tight 

comers they put into practice what they had been taught both on and 

off the parade ground under Charlie, Joe and Albert. Discipline bears 

fruit, long after any first bitter taste is forgotten. 

Who could sit among and survey old friends at nearby or faraway 

tables without a feeling of pride that he was one of those who had 

been at one time a part of a famous fighting unit to help win the war? 

At a table up or down the line, one saw men who had done some 

special act during the, war that could be distinctly recalled perhaps 

bringing in a wounded comrade through the wire or binding up his 

wounds. 

Another was mentally pictured crawling over the parapet with an 

apronful of bombs, to miraculously return later, gravely wounded. 

And then there were the runners. Several sat here and there at 

different tables. 
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FORMER OFFICER ATTENDS DINNER ON STRETCHER FROM MEWBURN HOSPITAL 

 
Lt. J. K. Rootes, who was wounded in Italy with the outfit is pictured above as he enters into the spirit of things at the annual dinner. 

Veterans across the table from him are Dan Collins, who for many years attended to the issuing of “This-and-That” at the Dinner; Neville 

Jones, Honorary Treasurer and Alex Stewart, another old stalwart who helps keep the memories of the old unit alive. 
 

 

One spotted Alf Parton, losing no time, but carefully picking his 

way through trench, rubble or across open country to deliver an 

important operation message. In the same picture might appear Frank 

Wells who didn’t make it this time. 

A machine gunner, Percy Reilly for instance, tugging away at his 

pipe, packing, servicing, or firing a Lewis gun, now comfortably 

seated at dinner with old pals of war years, instead of in some rat hole 

being used as a forward post in No Man’s Land. 

Something very unusual must have prevented Bill Ramshaw from 

attending. He is always on deck. It was not because he does not enjoy 

himself at such affairs, as witness the way he, with others, took part 

in the grand re-union at the Armoury. 

Peter- Rule had brother John with him. Many an old member of 

“Steady D” shook their hands, especially John, who now lives at New 

Westminster, B. C., and had not been at one of our dinners for more 

than twenty years. 

Sid Cunnington and H. M. Bergman signed the register together. 

Arthur Daly sat at the same table. Many an old timer stopped at their 

table to shake their hand. With faces wreathed in smiles, it was 

evident the night was a carefree one for them. 

One table was the parking place for a crowd of shining lights from 

former Don company, most of them dating back to Justus Wilson’s 

time: Percy Holgate, Billy Revill of Kinsella, Stub Foley, Alec 

MacDonald and Fred Pinnell. 

At the same table sat Jack Farrugia, Frank Porrett, H. Jolleff of 

Thorsby, and nearby were D. A. Fazan and A. G. Rowland. A 

newspaper picture of that crowd would have brought back old 

memories to friends who were not there to see for themselves what a 

fine picture the real thing made. 

Alf Peart who served with the Princess Pats of the Seventh 

Brigade and also in World War II with the Loyal Edmonton’s, 49th, 

beamed his delight at being among both the old and new gang. Alf 

has a clear cross section view of what the overall connection is 

between junior and senior veterans of the 49th. 
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Many an old memory was recalled both by them and others who 

saw Charlie Walker and Ralph Patterson sitting together. They both 

served again in the last war. Charlie was in uniform at the dinner. 

Jack Munro, now farming at Arvilla, was telling this writer about 

serving with Billy Revill and how he would like to see Bill again. Not 

twenty feet away sat Bill who was pointed out to Jack. Like a bat out 

of nether regions, Munro got over to Revill’s table, where they 

reminisced for the rest of the evening. Meetings such as that go to 

show what our get-togethers mean to old pals. 

“See here, Private Hargreaves” is a Pacific war story, but our own 

H. Hargreaves, who was accompanied by his son, J. E. Hargreaves, 

could tell many a story and impression about his former experiences 

as a typical soldier. 

At the same sitting as the Hargreaves, Tom Galliver and H. 

Lamour, also E. J. Hiller, participated. Tom Galliver had as his guest, 

H. Russell, a former Imperial service man, who usually attends our 

dinners’ with Tom. 

Jimmy Dewar, another old D company reliable, was marked 

present. So were Fred Richards (since deceased), J. Robbie, C. 

Dawson, Jack Horner, T. Holmes, P. W. K. Holland of Lindbrook, G. 

T. Dance, J. H. Mair, D. Keating, George Brown and H. Sandilands. 

Regret is again expressed that some of those who attend do not 

sign the rolls which are passed around. The signatures and addresses 

serve as a record for more purposes than one. A record of attendance 

should be as complete as possible. 

The one and only Jock Smith, chef extraordinary of old B 

company, sat next to S. E. Southhorn. 

 

George Brown, whose prolific pencil sketched many a well-

known comrade during and after the war, drew a typical thumb nail 

sketch of Jock to round off the sheet where Jock had signed his name. 

Billy Hutchinson and Percy Reilly sat next to one another. With 

them were George Souter, J. W. Thirlwell, Alf Chesterman and Bill 

Thirlwell. Others spotted nearby were Charlie Hill, A. McBain of 

Mulhurst, and H. J. McDonald. 

Ben Johnston sat almost directly under the gun of head table 

speech makers. Alf Nixon and Tim Ramsey were in the same line of 

fire but farther away. Contented expressions were registered. 

Andy Little, a little older in appearance, but still the same Andy, 

came in from Ponoka. He partook of his salt with C. H. Bunkum, with 

Vic Dingley nearby, also George Gleave and James J. Todd, of 

Strome. 

Two old stagers to pal up for the evening were Gordie Hollands 

and Charlie Cameron. Who can ever forget these two stalwarts who 

were outstanding among those to bring name and fame to the old 

regiment? 

“Old Doc”, A. Docherty 432464, address 8725 94A Ave., 

Edmonton, was one of the many to enjoy themselves. Jim Chorley sat 

nearby and so did George Hudson, Andy Leach and George Will- 

son, also Herb Knowles and Jack Bewsher. 

Scotty Hind was to the fore in greeting and swapping yarns with 

old friends and cronies. It was a treat to see him and “Bo.” H. Botell, 

who was here from Winnipeg, especially for the occasion, talking 

over old times, places and faces. 

There were very few there except our own crowd. The 

newspapers had stressed the point that there would be 

accommodation for 400 only. Perhaps this kept away some of the old 

guard or the new veterans who did not like being crowded. It turned 

out that there were some thirty or forty places vacant but, even at that, 

was the dining room ever crowded? 

Bob Law, that old standby who can be counted on to be there 

wherever and whenever he is needed, saw through the evening’s 

celebration and festivities from the same seat. In this quiet way, he 

was obviously enjoying himself. 

H. E. Longhurst, a veteran of the 1914-1918 war, and father of 

Major Longhurst who died valiantly during the campaign in Italy 

with the Loyal Edmontons, sat seriously through the evening. 

Dan Gilchrist was there to still claim to be the oldest living 

member of the original 49th unit. At that he doesn’t look so old. We 

wonder how his nearest competitor, Bill Bowles, now living in 

California, would stack up if they stood side by side. 

The Livingstone brothers, Peter M. and Neil, were there. Bill 

Frame was a part time companion. Neil missed his dinner because of 

his train not arriving in Edmonton in time, but he wasn’t missing the 

opportunity of seeing his old pals, to heck with eats. 

Andy Black was of course there with all the smiles that shine from 

those mirthful Irish eyes. Let’s hope that for many years to come 

Andy will be one of those present at all our affairs. 

Jim Currie of McLennan came in from that northern point, where 

he is on the Bridge and Building crew of the N.A.R. Jim was a 

battalion signaller. He and Bill Frame were old buddies. 

Charlie Wampler was in his usual jovial form. 
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Both at the dinner, and afterwards at a number of private 

gatherings, Charlie related old experiences to show that in his case 

memory has by no means dulled as it has with so many of us. 

Others seen here and there during the evening, downstairs, 

upstairs or in the rotunda passageway, were H. C. Freeman, Bill 

Wright, Charlie Russell, H. L. Young, Percy Oldroyd, T. J. Mason, 

T. W. Killips, and Bob Callender. 

Frank Pilkie was there. Frank is now living in Edmonton. At his 

table were good old Sammy Millar, A. H. (Alan) Elliott, Red 

Gibbons, N. E. Cook, and several young veterans. At a nearby table, 

Norman Arnold hurriedly partook of his dinner between calls made 

on him for this or that. 

Laddie Muckleston and friend wife dispensed hospitality to many 

callers after the dinner. Tables were loaded with food and mild 

refreshments. Sing songs, the swapping of stories and the spinning of 

yarns made up the evening’s entertainment. 

Laddie and Mrs. Muckleston saw to everyone’s “inner man” 

needs. Many a twice-told tale was heard. Old stagers sang lustily with 

younger veterans. The Muckleston’s make elaborate preparations 

ahead of time for their annual reception. 

During the evening’s entertainment, Jack Jones did his level best 

to amuse and Ronnie Arthurs all he could to get an attentive ear for 

the entertainers and speakers, but the troops evidently thought it was 

a time for them to have their say in their own way. 

It has often been said that we can provide our own entertainment 

through conversation and sing songs, but it was remarked before the 

program for the evening did start that things at the head table seemed 

dull and asked why something didn’t start. 

So perhaps it is a case of some liking a set form of program and 

others nothing prepared in advance to amuse and entertain the 

gathering. Possibly new ideas from new members will bring a 

solution to this little problem. 

One wonders, however, if an evening where no prepared program 

was delivered would' not prove somewhat dull and draggy. Anyway, 

no disappointments were audible. Lots to eat, a little to drink, many 

familiar faces, war songs, some movement from table to table after 

the dinner, and a little direction from the head table, might be all that 

is required. 

Suggestions would be welcomed by officers and the executive of 

the association for a more successful gathering next time where 

everything would be to the veterans’ liking. Anything in reason will 

be tried once for the benefit of members. 

The years come and go. New faces are seen. Old ones fade out of 

the picture. Now and again someone who hasn’t turned up for years 

puts in an appearance. The younger veterans will keep things alive 

and humming so that the places of those who drop out will be taken 

by new members. 

Those who have carried the responsibility of the association’s 

activities for many years will gradually be relieved by the new men 

who step forward to do their stuff. One has visions of an association 

functioning when Oldtimers can gather and quietly contemplate the 

past. 

New members can help in getting memberships. The association 

must be kept alive. Nothing should come between the determination 

to see that there is something around which veterans can rally to 

maintain their peacetime strength and unity. 

Among the new members, there is good material wherever one 

looks. Potential leaders will develop and come forward to direct. 
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The old stagers do not intend to quit before their time, but they do 

urge that things be kept alive by new blood being infused. 

Some of our people well known to very many must have been 

unavoidably absent. Joe Holroyd of Stereo was asked for. Joe is mine 

superintendent at the collieries there. When he does come in for a 

dinner-do, he is one of those who obviously and genuinely enjoy 

themselves. 

Len Smith, who filled in so admirably as acting president when 

General Griesbach died so suddenly was one of those who at the time 

of our anniversary celebration was suffering from the flu. He was not 

present and was missed. Len is our Second Vice-President. 

Miles Palmer who usually ladles out the punch at D company 

bowl officiated this time at the beer barrel. He was kidded over what 

a come down it was for him. His reply was that he had been demoted 

by force of circumstances through no fault of his. 

This time it was one glass of punch per man and no more. It was 

set in front of table places instead of being handed out in much larger 

quantities at four huge bowls just prior to the “fall-in” being sounded 

for the march into the banquet room. 

Tommy Robb, now living in Lethbridge, was not forgotten even 

though he was not there. Cecil Kinross, V.C., was another absentee. 

Dave High of Jarvie was another one AWOL. So were Mose 

Williams, Spencer Tuck of Pouce Coupe. Bill Mair was in hospital at 

the time. There is usually a good reason for any old stager not turning 

out on such an occasion. 

Jimmy Parker was there for the first time in many years. Jimmy, 

as will be recalled, was RQMS, and during his years of service met 

hundreds, if not thousands, of those who passed through the regiment. 

One could not wonder that so many old friends shook his hand. Jim 

is now conductor on C.P.R. trains out of Edmonton. 

 

 

Albert Fowlie, ginger mustached D company sergeant, was asked 

for. It is said that Albert is now living in Vancouver. One of his old 

cronies, George Percy Irving, was an absentee. Those who knew him 

as CQMS for old D company wanted to know where he was. 

We haven’t seen Jim MacQueen of Red Deer for several banquets 

past. Mention was made of Jim and his popularity with all ranks of 

the company he commanded. It would be like old times seeing him 

again among the troops. 

Jack Macquarrie was a shutin on account of illness and could not 

attend. He too was missed, and many others whose names cannot be 

recalled as these notes are being written up. W. C. Trimble, Larry 

Stone, Hughie Hume, Sid Hancock and Bill Worton are only a few 

more. 

The brief talk given by Jim Jefferson was well received and he 

was given rapt attention. Jim, otherwise, Brig. General with DSO and 

other decorations, is the 1st vice president of our Association. It 

seems indicated that he will be a leader among those who take 

responsibility for holding veterans together. 

If these rambling notes give absent members and subscribers a 

better picture of what they would have heard or seen during the 

evening, we will be gratified. Like other good things, a reunion must 

be seen to be appreciated and enjoyed. 

The above was written by Norman Cook, who was walking 

around like a “chief among us, takin’ notes”. 

Ted Day was another of the luminaries who graced the head table 

with his presence and Dr. K. A. Hamilton, who went over with the 

new outfit as MO also brightened another corner of the “big shots” 

table. Bert Hidson, new secretary for the association kept an anxious 

eye on proceedings from that same vantage point. 

At a table not too far from the head one sat J. S. F. Hancock, A. 

E. Lomas, F. Sievers and others of the new outfit. 

Bill Craig at whose Jasper avenue barber shop there is many a 

rendezvous of the old pals of the regiment was deep in conversation 

at his table with George Duncan, Eddie Gairdner, M. P. Brick and 

“Dieppe” Dupuis. 

C. A. McCarville was in from Busby and also sat near the top end 

of the room. 

Gathered in a fairly tight little circle, N. Wood of Tilley, Len 

Chettleborough, Earl Horton and G. F. Fessenden recalled many 

memories their years of service entitled them to. 

Barney Olsen, Bill Langston, Walter Nishikawa formed a part of 

one group which was very reminiscent of Battalion Headquarters. 

Bill Forster, H. Ragan, Speedy Woren, L. Dynes and R. J. Foote also 

sat nearby. 

Big Frank Pasula, Frank Funnell, Jack Phelan and others of 

transport outfit joined in the evening merriment with considerable 

gusto. 

Jean Bouchard, now with the unemployment service offices in 

Edmonton was another original whose presence was noted. 

Wallace Cook, Buster Leland and Doug Turner seemed to find a 

few things in common to talk about and so did J. McCloy and M. R. 

Morgan. 

Eddie Berget and Oliver Campbell were seated together near the 

east end of the banquet room. 
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Noted deep in conversation and in the beverage (should I say 

that?) which was being passed around the room was a little group 

consisting of J. C. Seaby, Percy Darlington, Jimmy Rowlatt and Jack 

Washburn. 

Jimmie Armstrong sat with his co-worker from the Veterans’ 

Land offices, Ralph Patterson, and not far from them was E. G. 

Erickson and Ronnie Bowen. 

A strong aggregation of the new-timers was to be found near the 

door — and incidentally they were also strategically located for the 

beverage dispensers. Of course, that may have been an accident. Look 

some of the names over and figure it out for yourself about that. They 

were: 

Dan Eadie, Jack Walsh, Robbie Robinson, F. L. Tulloch, Ed 

Tannous, Harper Prowse, Cal Wismer, K. L. Shaw and A. M. 

McCallum, among others. 

Scotty Burns who banged a mean snare drum for the best band 

that ever wore a Canadian uniform in this or any other war (You know 

which band that was, don’t you? — If you don’t, well — I dunno. 

was also there and enjoyed every minute of the visit with old friends. 

Eddie Guichon was another original very much present at the 

party, as was Hank Trowbridge. 

One doesn’t deliberately overlook the presence of Teddy James, 

either—not very long anyway — and Teddy was there. There were 

scores of others from the 1939 outfit, but space is limited — maybe 

more next time fellows' — let’s see you all again at the 1947 dinner! 

“Bill” Plowman’s Nephew 

Returning home on the same troopship that took his father 

overseas in 1916, Pte. Herbert G. Plowman was on the Mauretania 

when she docked at Halifax last January. He is the son of Mr. and 

Mrs. Percy Plowman, 11919 97 St. He saw service with the 1st Bn. 

and was on active service for two and a half years. He was wounded 

during the heavy fighting in Italy. His uncle the late “Bill” Plowman 

served with “C” Coy, 49th Bn. 

“Bulletin”—1936: 10 Years Ago 

J. Harper Prowse and Matthew Davies upheld the University of 

Alberta in debate with the University of Melbourne, Australia, 

represented by W. McAuliffe and W. H. Stuart. 
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CALGARY BRANCH AGAIN ACTIVE 

A letter was received last January from Julien Nash of Calgary 

regarding the reactivation of the Calgary branch. His letter reads in 

part: “In watching the returned men around Calgary I have noticed 

the number wearing the 49th Battalion badge and presume that a large 

percentage of them will live in this area. It seems to me that now 

would be the time to start a Calgary Branch of the 49th Battalion 

Association again. I have contacted Jimmie MacMillan, Joe Sherin 

and Tommy Higgleton and they are agreeable, but I thought that the 

matter should be referred to the parent body at Edmonton for approval 

first.” The Parent branch gave approval to Calgary. 

In March a meeting was held at the Army and Navy Club, those 

present were: J. Sherin, J. Kilarski, J. McMillan and J. Nash for the 

old brigade, and Capt. J. McBride and Lieut. G. Barry for the young 

brigade. Everyone was very enthusiastic, and it was decided to go 

ahead as quickly as possible in the reorganization and to interest the 

veterans of both wars. It was stressed this branch was to foster a close 

association with the parent body at Edmonton. A circular letter was 

drawn up embodying the objects and aims and distributed to all ex-

members of the regiment possible. 

Later in June the following was received from John D. Eggleston, 

Secretary-Treasurer, Calgary Branch: “In keeping with our desire for 

a close union between the parent body of the association and the 

Calgary branch, I have been instructed to notify you of the following 

events. The first general meeting of the 49th Battalion Association 

(Calgary Branch), was held in the John Cabot Hall 313 - 4 St. N.E., 

on the 16th of May 1946. At this meeting the following permanent 

officers were elected. President O. R. Browne, Vice-President, H. S. 

Robinson, Secretary-Treasurer John D. Eggleston, Col. Knight to be 

Honorary President. An Executive Committee of four composed of 

the following: J. Nash, A. Hunter, W. N. Ross and A. C. Colbec. 

We are starting out slowly but feel that a slow steady start will 

serve us in better stead than a momentary flash in the pan. At present 

we have nineteen paid up members, but hope by the next meeting, 

June 13th, to have an additional 10-15, with good prospects for more 

in the immediate future. 

We have been meeting with encouragement from several sources 

here in town and owe a debt of gratitude to Radio Station CFCN, and 

both local newspapers for their help in advertising our last meeting. 

Should any of your members (Edmonton) be in Calgary, and wish 

to contact me, I can be reached at M7966 during office hours or at 

my residence, 1504 - 2nd St. E. Calgary.” John I). Eggleston, Secty.-

Treas. 

We wish the Calgary Branch every success in its revival and we 

hope all 49ers down at the “Old Cowtown” will get in touch with the 

secretary and become good active members. While on the subject of 

branches, we feel this would be a good time to get the Eastern and 

Victoria branches going once more, with all the young Battalion’s 

and a lot of the old Battalion’s troops going West and some East it 

should present an opportunity for reviving these. They were very 

active before the war and did a great job of keeping contact between 

our members.
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VANCOUVER BRANCH Ladies’ Auxiliary 

The Ladies’ Auxiliary to the 49th Bn. Association have just 

finished a really successful year under the leadership of Mrs. W. C. 

Skinner. Highlights of the year were a garden party held at the home 

of Mr. and Mrs. W. Morris, and a bazaar at the home of Mrs. J. B. 

Collin. The annual banquet was also held at the home of Mrs. Collin. 

A very enthusiastic committee has been formed recently known 

as the Veterans Committee under the convenorship of Mrs. R. Lamb. 

We are very sorry to report the illness (June) of Messrs. J. 

Bowling and P. Wells, who are both in Shaughnessy Hospital. 

We were shocked to learn of the deaths of Mr. J. Arnold and Mr. 

Simpson. Our sympathy goes out to the bereaved families. A large 

number of the auxiliary and the men’s association attended both 

funerals. 

Three of our most active members have transferred to other parts 

and are badly missed, Mrs. R. Arnold, Mrs. B. Wallin and W. Wilson. 

We wish them all the best of luck. 

The election of officers and appointment of conveners was as 

follows: President, Mrs. C. Waterhouse; 1st Vice, Mrs. G. 

Chesterton; 2nd Vice, Mrs. R. Lamb; Secretary, Mrs. W. Skinner; 

Treasurer, Mrs. J. Collin; Historian, Mrs. E. Reeves; Door Guard, 

Miss Bingley; Sewing Convener, Mrs. J. Collin; Press, Mrs. 

Chesterton; Joint Social Conveners, Mrs. M. McLaren, Mrs. M. 

McIlveen; Welfare, Mrs. Morris, Mrs. Lamb, Table Officers. Mrs. B. 

Skinner, Secy.-Treas.; Mrs. S. Waterhouse, President. 

 

THE LOYAL REGT. (NORTH LANCASHIRES)  

Brig.-Gen. Wells Farewells Loyals 

The following appeared in the “News Letter”, temporary 

publication until the Lancashire Lad can again be published, of the 

Loyal Regiment: “We are indeed sorry that our Colonel-in-Chief, 

Brigadier-General J. B. Wells, C.M.G., C.B.E., 

S.O., has retired. His farewell order will be found in this issue. 

We wish him the very best of good fortune, and trust that he will be 

able to be present at many future re-unions. We welcome the 

appointment of Brigadier J. P. D. Underwood, D.S.O., as his 

successor. Brigadier Underwood is well known to many serving 

soldiers of all ranks, as it is not so many years ago, he finished 

command of the Second Battalion. We wish him success in his new 

appointment.” In his farewell order, Brig. Wells says, in part: 

“Loyals, several circumstances point to this being a suitable time for 

me to resign the Colonelcy of the Regiment. I have now held the 

appointment for fourteen years, and recently passed, not 

inappropriately, the 47th anniversary of my first commission in the 

Regiment, when I joined the 3rd (Militia) Battalion. And, in taking 

leave of you as your Colonel, I want to say how deeply I have 

appreciated the loyalty and support I have received throughout from 

all officers and other ranks, Regular and Territorial, serving and 

retired. And in this I include our Allied Regiments, one of which, The 

Loyal Edmonton Regiment, we have had the opportunity of getting 

to know so well over here during the war.” In concluding the 

Brigadier says, “May Almighty God bless you all.” John B. Wells, 

Colonel of the Regiment, 31st October 1945. 

 
Hon. Col. Michael C. O’Neill, O.B.E., M.M., principal Roman 

Catholic chaplain for the Canadian army, was a visitor in Edmonton 

last February when en route to the coast. Recently made a monsignor, 

Col. O’Neill went overseas as Roman Catholic chaplain with the 

Loyal Edmonton Regiment. Former rector of St. Joseph’s seminary 

in Edmonton, he was made chief chaplain of the 1st Canadian Army 

overseas in 1941. He later was promoted to the office of deputy 

assistant principal Roman Catholic chaplain at headquarters of the 

Canadian Corps. In the First Great War he enlisted as a private and 

was seriously wounded and won the Military Medal. He came to 

Edmonton in 1928. He has since resigned his chaplaincy early last 

June. 
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WEDDINGS 

Heath—West 

A pre-Christmas marriage took place at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 

church, New Westminster, 

B. C., of Marguerite Barabelle (Barrie) West, daughter of Mr. and 

Mrs. W. Duncan West of New Westerminster, and Lieut. Charles Heath, 

son of Mrs. Harold Heath of Edmonton, and the late Mr. Heath, C Coy, 

49th. The groom served overseas with the Air Supporting Signal Unit, 

Canadian Army. 

Tourond—Finnell 

In a military wedding at Currie Barracks garrison chapel, Calgary, 

Saturday, January 20th, Pte. Betty W. Pinnell, C.W.A.C., daughter of Mr. 

and Mrs. F. T. Pinnell of Edmonton, became the bride of Pte. David 

Clarke Tourond, son of Sgt. and Mrs. B. B. Tourond, of Macleod, 

Alberta. Rev. Capt. H. B. Pryse, garrison chaplain, officiated. Fred 

Pinnell, father of the bride, served with D Coy. 49th. 

Tayler—Sager 

The marriage took place last March at the United Church, Chilliwack, 

B.C., of Miss Margaret Ferne Sager, eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 

William H. Sager, of Chilliwack, and Fit. Lt. John Edward Tayler, 

R.C.A.F., (W.D.), and served three years in the R.C.A.F. Records office 

in London, England. The groom left Edmonton over eight years ago to 

join the R.A.F., and he was a prisoner of war for 31 years in Java. His 

father served with B Coy. 49th. 

Winkler—Muckleston 

The marriage took place last March 5th of Jewell Adele Muckleston, 

eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. O. Muckleston, to Gordon Harold Wink-

ler, son of Mr. and Mrs. Gordon E. Winkler. “Laddie” Muckleston served 

in A Coy. 49th. 

Kirby—Herbert 

In an attractive ceremony Thursday, April 18th, at Christ Church of 

England, Edmonton, Miss Jean Louisa Herbert, eldest daughter of Mrs. 

W. R. Herbert, and the late Capt. Herbert, M.C., of Edmonton, became 

the bride of Mr. Herbert D. Kirby, son of Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Kirby, also 

of Edmonton. The late Capt. Herbert served in D Coy. 49th. Rev. E. S. 

Ottley officiated. 

Chown-Arthurs 

Marriage of Joan Alma Arthurs, youngest daughter of Mr. R. C. 

Arthurs, M.C., of Edmonton, and the late Mrs. Arthurs, to FO. Lorne 

Chowne, R.C.A.F., son of Mr. and Mrs. H. A. Chowne, of Edmonton, 

took place on Thursday afternoon at Christ church. Rev. E. S. Ottley 

officiated. The father of the bride is president of the association and 

served with A Coy. 49th. He gained the award of M.C., for his good work 

when the Germans raided our trenches in May 1916. 

Irving—Taggart 

At the Central United church, Calgary, Thursday, April 18th, Marian 

Ethel, third daughter of Mr. H. L. Taggart, of Olds, became the bride of 

Fit. Lt. Reginald Percy Irving, eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. G. P. Irving, of 

Edmonton. Rev. C. A. Lawson performed the ceremony. WO. George 

Irving, of Calgary, brother of the groom, was best man. The father of the 

groom served in D Coy., and for some time was C.Q.M.S. of that notable 

aggregation of incorrigibles. 

Drouin—Crabb 

In an evening ceremony Tuesday, April 23rd at St. Joseph’s cathedral 

rectory Doreen May, youngest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George Walter 

Crabb, of Edmonton, became the bride of Mr. Patrick James Drouin, only 

son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Drouin, also of Edmonton. Rev. Fr. A. O’Brien 

performed the ceremony. The father of the bride served in A Coy. 49th. 
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Stone-King 

The wedding took place at the First Presbyterian church Tuesday 

evening, April 2nd, when Lt.-Col. James Riley Stone, D.S.O., M.C. 

and Bar, of Blueberry Mountain, Alta., took as his wife, Miss Esther 

Margaret King, of Edmonton, only daughter of Mrs. P. M. King, of 

Wainwright, and the late Mr. N. V. King, Rev. J. McBeath Miller 

performed the 7:00 p.m. ceremony. Mrs. John Dougan, late of 

Holland, attended the bride as matron of honour. Maj. John Dougan, 

M.C. and Bar, was best man. After the ceremony a reception to 150 

guests was held in the Garrison Officers’ mess at the Prince of Wales 

Armoury. Mrs. King was in Edmonton for her daughter’s wedding. 

Lt.- Col. and Mrs. Stone are now at home at Salmon Arm, Shuswap 

Lake, B.C. 

Fitzpatrick-Van Peer 

The wedding was celebrated on Monday, Dec. 31st, in Nylen, 

Belgium, of Sgt. F. H. D. (Bill) Fitzpatrick, son of Mr. and Mrs. F. J. 

Fitzpatrick, 12210 109A Ave. Edmonton, to Miss Augusta Van Peer, 

daughter of Mynheer and Mevrow Augustus Van Peer of Nylen. Sgt. 

Bill was stationed in Sengwarden, Germany, with the Canadian Army 

of occupation. A year before the wedding day his parents received a 

wire saying their son had been killed in action in Ortona, Italy, but 

four days later they got a wire saying he had been only wounded. He 

went overseas from the Fusiliers to the Loyal Edmontons, and at the 

time of his marriage he was with the 4th Canadian Scottish. 

Bourque-Callahan 

Sacred Heart church in Wetaskiwin was the scene of the wedding 

early this year when Miss Marjorie Callahan, daughter of Mr. and 

Mrs. P. E. Callahan, became the bride of Sgt. Lawrence Arthur 

Bourque, son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Bourque, all of Wetaskiwin. 

Newman-Arnold 

The wedding of FO. Dennis Arthur Newman, of the Royal Air 

Force, youngest son of the late Mr. T. Newman and of Mrs. L. 

Newman, of 14 Churchfield Avenue, North Finchley, London, and 

Miss Dorothy May Arnold, only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. N. Arnold, 

of Edmonton, took place in Christ church, North Finchley, on April 

13th. The vicar, the Rev. V. G. Sutcliffe, officiated. The bride was 

given away by her uncle, Mr. Fred Gaunt, of Oldham, Lancashire. 

The chief bridesmaid was Miss Joyce Newman (cousin of the 

bridegroom), the younger bridesmaid was little Carole Byford (niece 

of the bridegroom). Flying Officer George Hatton, D.F.C., Royal Air 

Force (friend of the bridegroom) was best man. The bridegroom took 

training at the I.T.S. University of Alberta, and the late General 

Griesbach pinned his navigators wing on, when he officiated at the 

graduation ceremony at the A.O.S., Edmonton. The father of the bride 

served in D Coy. for some time as C.S.M., and now is Cor. Secty., 

and Editor of the “Forty- Niner”. 

Wilson-Davies 

The wedding of Miss Mabel Lillian Davies, daughter of Mr. and 

Mrs. Alfred Jackson, of Edmonton, and Mr. Robert Stuart Wilson, 

son of Mr. and Mrs. John J. Wilson, also of Edmonton, took place in 

Knox United church, Friday, May 17t.h. Rev. Elgin Turnbull 

performed the ceremony. 

Miss Dorothy Baker, sister of the bride, and Miss Ella Wilson, the 

groom’s sister, were bridesmaids. Best man was Mr. Jack Wilson, 

brother of the groom. The reception was held at the Macdonald hotel. 

The honeymoon was spent at Banff. They will make their home in 

Edmonton. Mr. Wilson served in the 49th and his son in the 1st Bn. 

Grantham-Hollands 

Highlands United church was decorated with carnations and 

sweet peas Saturday, June 15th for the marriage of Miss Katherine 

Eileen Hollands, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. G. G. Hollands, and 

Dennis Alfred Grantham, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. Grantham, all of 

Edmonton. Rev. C. E. A. Pocock officiated. Miss Eileen Ziehe was 

bridesmaid and Mark Gosling was best man. A reception to 80 guests 

was held later at the Masonic Temple. The four-tiered wedding cake 

was made by the bride’s father, who served in B Coy, 49th. The 

couple have taken up residence in Edmonton. 

Laubman-Gibson 

Wide interest centered in the marriage of Miss. Margaret 

MacDonald Gibson and Fit. Lt. Donald Currie Laubman, D.F.C., 

which took place Saturday, June 15th, in Christ church, Calgary, with 

Rev. W. H. Crump officiating. The bride is the daughter of Dr. and 

Mrs. J. L. Gibson and F/L Laubman is the son of Mr. and Mrs. C. F. 

Laubman of. Edmonton. Given in marriage by her father, the bride 

wore a gown of deep ivory satin and a lace veil held with a coronet 

of seed pearls. She was attended by Miss Margaret Morkill. Mr. 

Sidney Mills, of Onoway was the best man. Ushers were Mr. W. 

Laubman, Mr. James Gibson, Mr. T. Forsyth and Mr. Richard Cull, 

son of R. P. Cull, Seba who served with D Coy. 49th. They now reside 

in Edmonton. 

Williams - Podas 

The wedding took place early in June at the manse of the First 

Presbyterian church of Evelyn Athena Podas, daughter of Mr. and 

Mrs. James Podas, Edmonton, to William “Bill” Williams, son of Mr. 

W. J. Williams, M.L.A., and Mrs. Williams, Edmonton. Miss 

Margaret Podas attended her sister as bridesmaid and WO. Gerald 

Cookson, R.C.A.F., was best man. A reception to 250 guests was held 

at the Macdonald after the ceremony. The bridal toast was proposed 

by Mr. W. R. McLaren. The couple will reside in Edmonton. 
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HIS LAST GROUCH 

Editor, The Legionary: — 

At the rate the new veterans are joining the Legion, we old vets 

will soon be able to sit back and look on. However, I am sending in 

my last grouch before doing so. Good luck to the new veterans. 

 

—Jack Watt, 49th (Edmonton Battalion, C.E.F., Victoria, B.C. 

We used to be so happy in the Legion when we met, 

Telling tales about the good old days gone by; 

But those days are gone forever, the reason, this “New Vet,” 

He does the talking now, not you or I. 

They talk about their Bren guns and boast about their tanks, 

How they rode in trucks, they didn’t have to walk, 

The way they’re decorated they’ll soon out-do the Yanks, 

And all we can do is listen to them talk. 

Some beer spilled on the table represents a Holland flood, 

A match box shows just where the Germans stood. 

There’s no use trying to tell them about the Flanders mud, 

They won’t listen to us. — comrades, it’s no good. 

All we want now are some tables, and a few more easy chairs, 

With some mouldy magazines upon the shelves. 

We don’t care where you put us, we’ll even go upstairs, 

Just so long as we can have it to ourselves.  

Then we’ll talk once more of Vimy; we’ll sing of Armentieres, 

And we’ll chase the Hun from Ypres to Cambrai. 

Once more we’ll be contented, and for the next few years 

We’ll spin our yarns until we “simply fade away.” 

 
“Tiny” Bugler Wall Made Commander 

C. L. Wall was installed as commander of the Canadian Legion 

of the British Empire Service League, Post 113, at ceremonies on 

Saturday, March 30th, at 8 p.m. at the Berkeley Memorial building, 

Calif. Don Parkin, outgoing commander, will turn over his gavel to 

Wall during ceremonies to be conducted by Bill Chandler. 

Refreshments were served by members of the ladies’ club headed by 

Mrs. Margaret Clark, the president. 

 
Mentioned in Dispatches 

Flt. Lt. G. R. M. Hunt of the McDonald apartments had been out 

of the air force since last September when the publication of the 

award of Mention in Dispatches was made 

in January. He was six years in uniform, 

and while overseas flew Liberators with the 

Coastal Command from stations in 

Cornwall and from Iceland. He is now 

employed with the Midwest Paper Sales 

wholesale house in Edmonton. He is the 

son of the late Capt. Geo. D. Hunt, who 

served with C Coy, 49th, and was severely 

wounded at Vimy. He was for many years’ 

editor of the Forty-Niner. 
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RECEIVE AWARDS FOR GALLANTRY AND EFFICIENCY IN ACTION 

 

 

 

 

CSM J. Birmingham 
now one of Edmonton’s Fire Brigade 

laddies, of whom there are more than fifty 
returned veterans. 

Sgt. Pryce Fraser C.S.M. T. A. McDonald 
 

 

HONOURS AND AWARDS 

Mention in Dispatches 

CSM. Jack Birmingham. Sgt.-Major T. A. McDonald. 

Certificate of Appreciation 

Sgt. Pryce Fraser from Field Marshal Montgomery for outstanding 

service and devotion to duty in Northwest Europe. 

M.B.E. 

RQMS. Ralph Craven. 

Receive Decorations from Gen. Worthington 

Three officers and two non-commissioned officers of the Canadian 

Army received decorations at the Prince of Wales Armouries, 

Tuesday night, Feb. 12th from Maj-Gen. F. F. Worthington, C.B., 

M.C., M.M. Those decorated were: Brig. J. C. Jefferson, who 

received the Croix de Guerre with Palm; Col. Louis Scott, the O.B.E.; 

Lt.-Col. W. G. Stillman, E. D.; RSM. Frank Kingzett, the M.B.E., and 

RSM. Ronald C. Henderson, the M.B.E. Capt. Don Sims read the 

citations over the public address system and the ceremony was 

viewed by many relatives and friends of the decorated men who were 

in the gallery. 

BAR TO D.S.O. 

Lt.-Col. J. R. Stone, D.S.O., Blueberry Mountain. 

MENTIONED IN DISPATCHES 

Lt.-Col. J. R. Stone. 

Brigadier E. B. Wilson. 

Maj. W. G. Longhurst, (K. in A.) 

Maj. C. Vincent Lilley. 

M.B.E. 

Maj. F. K. Reesor. 

Maj. C. M. Devaney, son of Charley Devaney. M.M., who served in 

D Coy., 49th. 

Mail Delayed 

Pte. Fred Woida, of Bruce, returned from overseas last February 

after service with the 1st Bn., followed by a letter from his family, 

mailed Sept 22, 1945. The letter contained an invitation to his 

brother’s wedding and travelled air mail. Needless to say he was too 

late for the wedding. 
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Appreciates the Forty-Niner 

Mrs. Elizabeth F. Seabrook, Wainwright, Alta., sent along money 

for the magazine, and says, “My late husband and myself have always 

been interested and pleased to receive a copy of the magazine. 

Thanking you for those I have received during the past year.” 

1916: 30 Years Ago 

“Bulletin” 19J.6. OTTAWA — How the men of the Edmonton 

Battalion withstood for hours a withering bombardment, clinging to 

their smashed trenches, and, at the. end of their grueling, sprang to 

repulse an infantry attack is told in the weekly communique. 

 

 

 

 

JOHNNY SNYDER GUEST OF HONOUR AT INFORMAL SMOKER 

GATHERING 

When the Edmonton Regiment arrived in Farnborough in January 

1940, and we had our first taste of England, we were definitely not 

impressed. It was cold, the blackout was a trial, very few of us knew 

anyone nearby, and all told the outlook was bleak. 

As is so often the case, however, just when life was reaching its 

gloomiest, help arrived. A chap showed up, ostensibly on business, 

(he owns a big laundry in Farnborough) and introduced himself as 

John Snyder. He was a Canadian and had served with the 49th in the 

last war. He wanted to know if any of his old friends were over this 

time. Somewhere, they remembered him, introductions were 

performed, and so the unit began one of the outstanding friendships 

of the war. 

It moved quite slowly at first, with an invitation to three or four 

of us to tea on Sunday — we actually drank tea too that time. — but 

we soon found, as we had impressed on us so often afterwards, things 

never move slowly for very long with Johnny. In no time, we were 

arranging parties, going to dances, being shown the local pubs and so 

on. We found we had a home where we were always welcome. 

Johnny’s wife, Mollie, was always a most delightful hostess. 

Whether two of us dropped in for tea or twenty rolled up for a party 

she was always glad to see us. Everything was done to make us feel 

at home. 

Needless to say, the Snyder house (Seba Lodge) was a busy one 

all that winter, and we had some wonderful times. 

The next summer we left Farnborough and possibly a certain 

degree of peace settled on Seba Lodge, but never for very long. There 

was always someone dropping in. For the next three years we were 

usually not far away, and exchanges of visits were quite frequent. 

With no road signs, it was surprising how frequently one got lost and 

found oneself in the Seba Lodge vicinity. 

Even while the unit was away in Sicily and Italy, the Snyder 

hospitality kept on. Some of us remained on duty in England; others 

drifted back for one reason and another and everyone made a point of 

calling in whenever the opportunity arose. By the spring of 1944 

enough were back in England to hold a re-union and a large party, 

about thirty, assembled at the Queen’s hotel, Farnborough, for dinner 

and went on to Johnny’s house afterwards. From then on, there was 

much steady traffic to their door until the big day when they came 

down to see the unit sail for home. 

By Good Friday this year nearly everyone was back, settled down 

in civilian life, and peacefully minding his own business, content to 

be quiet, well-behaved and restful once more when the calm was 

rudely disturbed. Phones rang all about the town, “Hello! Guess 

who’s speaking. I just flew over from England. Come down and have 

a drink.” That started a series of re-unions. Johnny has friends and 

relatives innumerable around here, and he had a busy time. He lived 

here the better part. of. his. life before going to England and his family 

is still here and also of course. D Company of the 49th is still well 

represented. 

Despite energetic and enthusiastic visiting, a lot of people who 

wanted to see John weren’t connecting with him, so a major event 

was organized by the 49th Association, and a smoker was arranged 

for the 27th of May. About sixty gathered at the Prince of Wales 

Armoury. Veterans of each war showing up in about equal numbers. 
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Under the chairmanship of Brig. Jefferson, we all got a chance to 

thank Johnny for all he had done for us. Many speeches were made 

with many reminiscences and stories, many toasts were drunk, songs 

were sung, and a good time was had by all. A special toast was drunk 

to Mollie who had so loyally and graciously supported Johnny in his 

hospitality. As a parting gift, he was presented with a Regimental tie 

by members of his old company. 

Shortly after this informal reunion smoker, Johnny left to start his 

return journey. He planned on stopping in Eastern Canada to meet his 

eldest daughter, Peggy, en route to Canada. Peggy is a war bride of 

Red McEwen, the son of another old 49er. Johnny left us promising 

to come back in a year or two, bringing Molly with him for a longer 

stay. We shall all be looking forward to that time. 

Among those who attended the smoker in Johnny’s honour were: 

J. C. Jefferson, W. G. Stillman, E. B. Wilson, D. A. Petrie, W. T. 

Cromb, G. M. Beaton, E. W. Day, L. C. Harris, P. L. Debney, A. V. 

R. Gilchrist, R. V. Patterson, R. C. Arthurs, Miles Palmer, Walter 

Hunter, G. P. Irving, N. E. Cook, J. J. Blewett, W. A. Aitken, A. 

Irvine, Frank Porritt, A. J. Hidson, O. Muckleston, N. Arnold, George 

G. Hollands, J. F. Dewar, M. C. Gibbons, J. F. Dewar, J. Barton, J. 

H. Sandilands, Bob Turner, W. Hutchinson, P. E. Reilley, Harry 

Stonehewer, A. L. Smith, V. J. Roote, Frank Lunn, J. Goldie, T. L. 

Souness, F. T. Pinnell, R. O. Bowen, J. Harris, L. H. Allsopp, A. C. 

Morrow, H. G. Monro, P. H. Lamarche, R. D. Scott, Stubb Foley, W. 

Paton, R. J. Crawley. 

Champion Gen. Mikhailovitch’s Cause 

Because they feel that they owe their lives to Gen. Draja 

Mikhailovitch’s efforts when they were shot down in flames over 

Yugoslavia, two Edmonton air force veterans, Norman Reid, son of 

H. Reid who served in C Coy, 49th, and Tom Bradshaw, have 

petitioned the Canadian government to be allowed to testify at the 

trial of the Chetnik leader in Yugoslavia for treason. 

The youthful airmen bailed out of their plane over east Serbia in 

May 1944, and 98 days later were back at their Italian air base at 

Foggia. With the war on, they never said how they got out of 

Yugoslavia, but Tuesday, May 7th, ex-FO. Reid, just back from 

Washington and Ottawa, told the full story. 

Reid and Bradshaw, together with two American airmen and the 

assistance of Mikhailovitch, arranged for the mass evacuation from a 

hastily prepared airfield at Pranjane of 243 Allied airmen, all of them 

in hiding from the Germans. 

Reid and Bradshaw were the only Canadians in a delegation of 20 

speaking for more than 600 Allied fliers who were spirited out of 

Yugoslavia and wished to testify for the Chetnik leader. 

 

Change of Address 

D. M. Wyllie, M16787, who recently resided at 6726 127 Ave., 

Edmonton, is now living at R.R.l, Royal Oak, Vancouver Island, B.C. 

He says, “This is a grand place to live.” A returned Vet of World War 

1 and 2, F. Raynbird, 31st Bn. and Calgary Tanks, has teamed up with 

D. M. and bought 72 acres of land on which they intend to raise 

chickens and what have you. That’s O.K. by us as long as they don’t 

raise H____. Wyllie met Capt. Smith who is with the D.V.A., and 

Fred Perry of D and H.Q. company. They are both in Victoria. D. M. 

sends his best regards to all his old pals. 

 
Col. Louis Scott, O.B.E., D.C.M., E.D., commandant of A-16 

Canadian Infantry training centre at Currie Barracks since April of 

1942, relinquished his post on March 31st. Col. Scott was in 

command of the perpetuating militia unit for the normal period 

between the two wars, and kept that unit in good condition. Col. 

Scott’s home is in Edmonton. His son served with the 1st Bn. 

overseas and was wounded in action. 
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WHERE IS MY WANDERING BOY? 

 

 

Roy Arnott, 432965, in a letter to Neville 

Jones writes with deep regret of the passing 

of another old 49er, Clem Cruickshank, 

who died February 15th. We quote from 

Roy’s letter “and so passes another great 

soldier and a very active Legionaire, whose 

work on behalf of the Legionaire will long 

be remembered.” Roy is living at 8638 Ford 

Ave., Van Dyke, Mich. He pays a sincere tribute to the memory 

of General Griesbach and wishes all 49ers old and new the best of 

luck. 

From 7430 - 21 St., S.E., Calgary comes a letter by a A. L. 

Bilton with a couple of bucks, sweet music to the dues man. 

Bilton might be pleased to know that a pair of characters of the 

old Sig’s Section met on Jasper and both expressed regret at not 

seeing him the last time he was in Edmonton. 

Good propaganda in a good cause by our old friend and 

comrade from down under, none other than George Branton, of 

Steady “D”, gives your magazine committee that worthwhile 

feeling. George says he has shown the Forty-Niner to a lot of 

returned men and they all agree that there is nothing in that 

country to compare with it. George adds “that, coming from an 

Australian is really something”. Good luck, George, and we hope 

Ted Locke will not be long in writing you. 

C. W. A. Dawes writes from 738 Cardara St., Vancouver, in a 

somewhat nostalgic vein of grand memories shared with his old 

friends of the 49th. Charlie says he does not see many of us in 

Vancouver (page Mr. Ilsley). Charlie wishes to be remembered to 

Norm Cook, Jack Blewett and Neville Jones and all other old 

friends. 

Here is a letter from a young-old 49er. C. B. Fewkes, No. 

432448 of 31 Leicester Road, Quom, Leicester, England. Fewkes 

joined “D” Coy. at the age of 17 and in France was transferred to 

Headquarters. as runner. He has been residing in England since 

1921 and was a Corporal in the Home Guards during the war. He 

says, “my wife and two boys would like to come to Canada” and 

he himself is keen to spend the rest of his days in God’s Country. 

Capt. C. F. Egan, “Doc” former medical officer for the Loyal 

Edmonton Regt., now a welcome member of the Association, is 

very keen to obtain the addresses of the following boys who 

served with him in the Regiment: Cpl. Monaghan, Pte. J. Hunter, 

Pte Halbert, Pte Johnny Johnson, L/Cpl. Ryko or Ryco, Pte. E. 

Cutler and Pte Thompson. Capt. Egan’s address is 450 Johnson 

St., Kingston, Ont. 

John Hartnoll, Route 2, Box 65, Chino, California, U.S.A., 

writes expressing appreciation of the magazine and wishes to hear 

from his old friends of the 49th. From John’s letter we are sure 

that it would be very much appreciated. 

An interesting letter comes from J. B. Harstone of Parksville, 

Vancouver Island. He speaks of meeting another old 49er whom 

we suspect might be quite a character, and as to that, we all know 

that there were few in the old Bn. with more outstanding character 

than fighting Jack Harstone. 

Harry Magee, C Coy., writes a very interesting letter of days 

in Vancouver, and comments that he. sees very few of the old boys 

around, although doing considerable travelling himself. Harry’s 

address is 7548 Selkirk St., Vancouver. 

G. B. Kay, Canadian Bank of Commerce, Portage la Prairie, 

Manitoba, has praise for the magazine committee for their good 

work and hopes for more battle history such as the Cambrai “do” 

which was published in the January 1946, issue. 

A cheerful letter comes from Mrs. J. H. Jefferies, 711 - 23 

Ave. Calgary, enclosing dues on behalf of her busy husband. 

What would we do without our better half? 

J. M. McKenzie, R.R.l, Victoria, B.C., sends best regards to 

all the troops and reports he has had a long stay in hospital in 

Edmonton. We hope your treatment was beneficial, J.M. 

T. M. Mounsey, Sunset Prairie, B.C., sends thanks for the 

magazine and hopes for more reports of battle orders, in future 

issues. T. H. sends best regards to all 49ers old and new. 

A. E. McKay, 1718 - 12 Ave., Calgary, writing to Earl Hay, 

says how much he regrets not being able to attend the meetings 

and the annual dinner, but finds much consolation in the 

magazine. We are glad to hear his two sons have returned safe and 

well after serving since the beginning of the war. 

George McKilligan, Jarvie, Alberta, writes that he finds much 

pleasure at seeing the names of many of his friends who served 

with him in Loyal Edmonton Regt. It gives us pleasure also to 

know that. 

C. R. McFadden, 356 Parkview St., St. James, Manitoba, 

sends dues and wishes to be remembered to Norman Cook and all 

the old buddies of other days. 

We have a note from George Pendleton, 10159 119 Street. 

Also, from D. McPherson, Claremont, Alta., both with welcome 

dues and best wishes to all. 

Bill Quinton, 10003 91 Avenue, writes enclosing dues for 

himself and also for Cpl. Louis Stas, M16336, address New 

Edmonton Hotel. Quinton is having a session in the hospital but 

expects to be O.K. We hope so Bill. 
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J. A. (Doc) Savage, M16912, “C” Coy., writes as a new member of the 

Association. Doc joined the Regiment in Feb. 1940, and served in 

England, Sicily and Italy. Invalided to England and spending some 

time in hospital for jaundice and chronic bronchitis, he was finally 

returned to Canada and discharged in June 1945, with five years and 

four months service. Doc is very interested in hearing from any of his 

old friends who served with him. 

Harry Yanyshyn, High Prairie, Alberta, writes sending dues, as a 

new member of the Association. By his letter, Harry spent from 1939 

to sometime in 1945 overseas with the Regiment. Welcome to our 

ranks, Harry, and we hope you find returning to civilian life agreeable 

in all respects. 

H. S. Parent (Nick), Bangor, Maine, in a letter to J. W. Williams 

comments that it was great to get a copy of Reunion and welcome 

home program and would like to be around these, parts to strut a little 

with the rest of the boys. Like all old 49ers he speaks with pride of 

the record of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment. 

A letter from an old reliable, Tommy Robb, 1105 - 6 Ave. S., 

Lethbridge, Alberta. We are glad to hear Tommy’s son Douglas 

returned home safely after long service and is now on Civvy street 

with a job. Tommy speaks of meeting George N. Pleau, an old 49er of 

“C” Coy. It is unofficially reported that Tommy will be returning to 

Edmonton in the fall to reside here permanently. 

Sgt. “Slim” Ross was one of the “originals” who was with the sigs 

platoon in headquarters company. He is living at 9322 101A avenue. 

Harry E. Williscroft, Dewberry, Alberta, writes, informing us of his 

new address and which, by the way, sets a very good example to 

follow. Like many others Harry finds the Forty-Niner a surprising 

connecting link with old friends who served with him in the regiment. 

Another welcome new member of the Association, M. B. McColl 

(Red), 10053 118 Street, Red has been soldiering almost continuously 

since 1916. His history shows service with the 49th from 1926 to 

1945. We seem, to remember also a period of service on the 

Edmonton City Council. A record to be proud of. 

Speaking of service., the spotlight turns to Charlie Walker of 

Battalion headquarters in the old days. In this war it became a family 

affair, with Charlie heading the list, serving some time at Currie and 

later transferred to the training staff in Edmonton, being stationed at 

the Victoria Armoury. His son, Jack served in the R.C.A.F. and 

George put in three and one-half years in the Army and his daughter 

Margaret, in the C.W.A.C., as a corporal with the dental clinic in 

Ottawa. Here will, be four good reasons for some high class 

reminiscence with Charlie in the dual role. 

At the time he made out his application, thus belatedly finding its 

way into print, Jimmy De Young, M16529, was still in uniform. His 

address is. reported as 10152 155 street. Jimmy was an original with 

the outfit, finding his niche in the signals platoon. 

E. H. (Moses) Morris, M15519, is another original. His home is at 

11745 92 street, Edmonton.
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Moses answered the call to the colours early in the struggle, his 

enlistment date being September 5, 1939, after some years of service 

in the militia. Most of his service was with the famous “Boo” 

company. 

L. T. (Lou) Holmes, M17457, joined up in 1940 and found his way 

to Don (or as the latest has it “Dog”) company while the outfit was 

still in England. His demobilization which took place in August 1944, 

was hastened by wounds, but his application gives no further details, 

though his address is listed as 9925 97 avenue. 

Too Late for the Banquet 

The following telegram was received too late to be read out at the 

Banquet in January: “49th Bn. Assoc. Macdonald Hotel, Edmn.” 

“Regret cannot be with you tonight. My war not yet over. Regards to 

Stonehewer, Reilly, Ramshaw, Paton, Souter, Fowlie and all Steady 

D. Best wishes to old and new. Hope to be present next time.” Jack 

Henderson. 

Another of the Loyals who reports that his wife and family are 

still in England is Fred Sievers, M16670, whose home address is given 

as 11311 80 street, Edmonton. He served with the Canadian army for 

an impressive total of 67 months. 

M. R. Morgan, M16221, who earned himself the title of “Pop” for 

reasons not disclosed put 70 months in uniform with the regiment. 

For 66 of those months, he was overseas. His address is listed as 

10008 151 street, sub-post office 23, Edmonton. Pop served with the 

transport platoon for most of his time with the regiment. 

From Clandonald comes an application for membership for Harry 

Trach, M448553, who originally belonged to the Irish Fusiliers 

before he transferred his allegiance and his badges to that of the old 

windmill and wolf in April 1945. 

Entering the army by way of the CMSC, George Garbutt, M41131, 

who enlisted with the clerks on September 2, 1939, came to the 

Regiment in November 1940. He won himself a commission, was 

wounded at the Moro River and later again wounded at “Vino” ridge, 

the latter resulting in his discharge. He is a business college teacher, 

giving his address as 3237 7 Street West, Calgary. 

Edward Clark, Ml6106, who lists his civilian occupation as fur 

farming, was living at 5430 104 street, Edmonton, at the time he filled 

out the application blank from which these notes are being written. 

He reports that he was reboarded at Avellino, Italy, in January 1944. 

Many a pill and many a shot of medicine were grimaced over by 

the boys of the regiment from the hand of Walter Nishikawa, M16350, 

one of the best medical sergeants who ever thrust a needle into a 

quivering arm. Walter’s still looking after the interests of the boys in 

the department of veterans’ affairs. 

Allan J. Storrier, M15651, who was B company’s headquarters, 

was one; of the originals, having enlisted in September 1939, with the 

rest of the eager beavers. He now lives at 10299 89 street and is 

employed at the C.N.R. 

Minburn is given as the home of John Squarok, M16980, was 

posted to the Regiment in August 1941, while the outfit was in 

England. Since he was in D company he took part in the famous 

Spitzbergen raid - (remember that?). 
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Dewey Keebler, M16627, lives at Spirit River, Alberta, he says. 

He served with the signal platoon from May 1940, until early in 1945. 

R. J. (Dieppe) Dupuis, M67228, lived at 12525 54 street, 

Edmonton, when he made out his application for membership. He 

was 19 years old when he enlisted in January 1942, and was wounded 

in October 1943, during the fighting in Italy. 

Sam McCulloch, M15542, was another old-timer who was still 

in the army when he made out his application. Sam was one of the 

few originals to return with the unit as he had left with it. 

William (Red) Dunbar, M17162, lives at 7921 115th avenue, 

and joined up on April 3, 1940, received his discharge on Sept. 3, 

1945, but that cleans out the information on his application form. 

His civil occupation is that of postman, E. K. (Coxy) Cox, 

M15942, reports, disclosing at the same time that he is an original of 

the unit, joining up in 1939 at the age of 18. He lives at 14733 Summit 

Drive, Edmonton. 

If you want to hear glowing accounts of the section of Edmonton 

in which to buy yourself a home get in touch with “Stan” Melton, 

M15538, who will probably try to sell you a house and lot in the 

Jasper Place community. He is a real estate salesman now and lives 

at 14415 Stony Plain Road. Stan was in the army for 5 years and 10 

months and won himself an M.M. He has a wife and son and saw 

service with A company. 

Alex H. Matheson, M16238, was with us briefly in 1939 and now 

lives at Cadomin, where he works as a coal miner. 

Donald C. R. Sims’ application for membership says that he 

originally was with the Edmonton Fusiliers but that he came into our 

outfit in February 1940. He now lives at 10954 80 avenue Edmonton. 

His civilian occupation is given as manager, but when the application 

was made out, he was still serving. 

Among the first to join the unit at mobilization was Eddie Greene, 

M15517, who served as GSM with a number of the companies, 

though his application blank says he served with “A” company. He 

was with “D” for a while. Eddie could - and did - quote huge passages 

from MML from time to time. 

He was still a patient at the Col. Belcher hospital in Calgary at the 

time his application was made out for the association, but J. W. N. 

“Billy” Young’s, M10749, home was listed as 1017 11 Ave. West, 

Calgary. He first joined up with the Calgary Highlanders in 

September, 39, and came to us in December 1943. 

His home is given as Hearts Hill, Saskatchewan, but R. A. Miner, 

M15940 joined up with our unit on September 21, 1939, and left us 

6 years and nine days later. 

Bill Rendall, M15507, is another old-timer - an original whose 

application was made out a long time ago. Bill was CQMS and was 

with Headquarters Company during the war, though he joined the 

NPAM unit in 1930. He lives at 11525 84 street, Edmonton. 

Bernie Summers, M15570, now with the DVA, was a familiar 

sight around the Prince of Wales Armoury in Edmonton before we 

left for overseas and was equally familiar at Cove, Oxted, Kettering, 

etc. 

He is employed by the department of public works, Dominion 

government, H. L. Selvage, M16223, who enlisted with us on 

Otocber 1, 1939, says on his application blank. His home address is 

9833 79 avenue, Edmonton. 

T. K. Fladager, M15572, “Ted” to his army friends, operates a 

sign shop. He was with headquarters company during the late 

unpleasantness. His home is at 10009 114 street, Edmonton. 

From Minburn comes an application from G. S. Blaine who went 

overseas with headquarters company in 1939. He operates a garage 

in that village. 

Dan Smith, M15509, who left the services as a CQMS, is a 

shipper with a local packing plant. He is an original and went 

overseas as a Sergeant in “D” company with the late Bill Bury. 

J. P. Scholes, M66206, who served with A company’s 7 platoon, 

is now farming at Coronado and reports that he was wounded at one 

time during the fighting. Further details are not available. 

W. G. (Kirk) Kirkpatrick, M16413, is now living in Edmonton 

at 10410 125 street and is engaged in the lumber business. 

The Alberta Poultry Producers Marketing Board now employs 

M16748 Cliff Badmington who lives at 10019 104 street, Edmonton. 

He served with 2 platoon. 

Jack Barton, M17083, joined with the unit in March 1940, and 

was once wounded in the course of his service. He now lives at 9726 

94 street. 

Frank Stefaniak, who won himself the nick name of “Woosy” 

gave his number on his application blank as M1613. Other details are 

not clear except that he served with C company. 
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He was still in the army, giving his address as 29 Veteran’s 

Guard of Canada when he made out his application blank, but 

M8932 P. J. (Doc) Tomelin came to us in February 1945, though 

he had enlisted in February 1943, at 18 years of age. 

His home address is Lac la Biche, Ernest Gairdner, M16193, 

once of 9 platoon A company says. His civilian occupation is that 

of bookkeeper. At present he lives at 10855 94 street. 

When he made out his application he was living at the 

International hotel, Edmonton, but Moses (Matt) Pierce, 

M16171, was another of the good old originals who went over 

with the outfit in ’39. He was wounded at Ortona and at 

Fortsanata. 

Howard B. Abraham, M15632, reports that his residence is 

9817 67 avenue. He enlisted at the age of 17 and was with A 

company. 

He gives his home address as 6963 Beatrice street, Vancouver, 

but at the time he made out his application to join the association 

he was living in Calgary, according to J. H. “Doc” Cote, 

M17468, who joined up in June 1940, and came to us in 

November, 1941, while we were still in England. He served in 10 

platoon and in B.H.Q. 

C. C. Wright, M16452, was another original who gives his 

home address as Calgary, 345 17 Avenue, West, is his address in 

the south city. He was previously a member of the Calgary 

Regiment, NPAM, he reports. 

Larry Rose will be long remembered as the sigs sergeant who 

ran into considerable tough luck in England when he was due to 

return to Canada for his commission, but Larry made the grade 

anyway. His home address is now St. Paul, where he is employed 

as a field supervisor for the Veterans’ Land Act. 

From Busby, Jim McCloy, M16762, says that he served 5 

years and 8 months in the armed services before his discharge 

which took place on September 7th, 1945. 

Willie Wasco, K100036, served with the Sigs platoon and 

stopped a piece of one on the Hitler line while the unit was in Italy. 

He now lives at Chipman. 

Lake Isle, Alberta, is the home of A. Ambrose, M52861, who 

was with H.Q. company after he came to the regiment in March 

1943. 

When his application was made out R. G. Le Bas, M31077, 

was living at 11310 85 street, Edmonton. He joined us in August 

1943, having enlisted with the Edmonton Fusiliers three years 

earlier. 

Alan M. Purvis dished out the pound notes to the boys for a 

long time in the old country and was connected with pay for long 

after that. His civilian occupation is listed as accountant and his 

address is given as 12422 111 avenue Edmonton. 

Alan “8-Ball” Price, M15674, left the army in September 

1941, after almost exactly two years of service with us. His home 

address is given as 9674 99 street, Edmonton. 
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E. R. “Springy” Springsteel, M17048, once lived at St. Paul, 

but his application says he is now employed by the Alberta Liquor 

Control board and that he lives at 8710 106 street, Edmonton. 

After taking part in the Sicilian campaign and part of the Italian 

advance Spring was claimed by his brother and taken into an 

RCEME outfit. 

J. A. Dougan, “Dougie” to his friends, earned himself the 

M.C. and bar along with all the campaign medals. He was still in 

the army when he made out his application, but at the time this 

was being written he was being employed by the Canadian 

Legion. He married in Holland and his wife has joined him in 

Edmonton. Dougie was also awarded one of the service’s Rhodes 

Scholarships. 

Jack “Doc” Childs, M16743, was with BHQ and played in 

the band while we were in England. During and after Sicily he 

served as stretcher bearer until Ortona when he took over auxiliary 

service work, both in entertainment and in looking after the 

canteen under the auspices of the “good old Sally Ann.” His home 

is given as 10727 96 street, Edmonton. 

Owing to the large amount of questionnaires on hand some are 

unavoidably held over for later issues. 

Promoted Det.-Sgt. 

Jim Peterson of D. Coy 49th, was promoted to the rank of 

Detective-Sergeant early this year. He has been with the 

Edmonton police force since shortly after return from the 1st War. 

Retires from Army Post 

Retirement from the active army of Lt.-Col. R. Walter Hale, 

M.C., E.D., Edmonton sub-area commander was effective from 

Tuesday, June 4th. Tributes were paid to the value of his services 

by many of his superiors. Gen. Worthington paid tribute to the 

retiring officer, who has been active in the army for more than 20 

years. “Lt.-Col. Hale was to have retired at the end of March, and 

he asked to be relieved, but because of his intimate knowledge of 

the north country, he was asked to stay on until the Muskox 

expedition had been completed,” Gen. Worthington stated. 

Commander of the 2nd Battalion, Loyal Edmonton Regiment 

during the Second Great War, he was named area commandant in 

July 1944. Veteran of the First Great War, Lt.-Col. Hale enlisted 

in the Princess Patricia’s, went overseas and transferred to the 

49th Battalion with which he stayed until the end of the war. 

Commissioned, he won the Military Cross for gallantry in the 

field. District postal superintendent in Edmonton when war broke 

out in 1939, he is also retiring from the civil service and intends 

to make his home in the Gull Lake area on his farm. 

Princess Pats Reunion 

Glories of the P.P.C.L.I. came to light again when the 

Edmonton association held its annual banquet at the Macdonald 

Saturday night, May 18th. There were about 55 members present, 

the majority “old sweats” of the last war, some new “Pats” and 

others who fought in both wars. Norman Campbell was chairman. 

One of the guests was Col. Cromb, and he said having seen the 

Pats in action in Sicily and Italy, he had high praise for their 

fighting qualities. 
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“STONEY,” ONE OF UNIT’S GREAT COMMANDERS 
Lt.-Col. “Jim” Stone, Who Rose Through the Ranks to Command the Regiment in Italy—A Real Man’s Man and a Soldier’s 

Soldier, Boys of Regiment Say—Honored by Dinner Locally During Visit to City. 

 

A real soldier and fighter’s man seems to be Jim Stone, according 

to his own men who are the best judges of anyone’s qualities as a 

soldier, and by his rapid promotions and the decorations earned must 

have been accepted so by the “higher ups.” 

O.C. of the Loyal Edmonton’s from October 1944, until the 

surrender of the German army, he had attained that position since 

enlisting as a private on Sept. 13, 1939. 

Born in the Old Country 

Born in Gloucestershire, England, he attended Reading school 

and spent four years at an officers’ training school in the Old Country 

before coming to Canada at the age of 18. 

Employed with the Provincial government forestry branch in the 

Peace River district when war broke out in 1939, he enlisted in 

Grande Prairie, where many good men of the old and young 49th had 

their stamping ground. 

Ability Soon Recognized 

In November 1939, he was promoted to Corporal, became (one of 

the backbones) a sergeant in January 1940, and was recommended by 

Lt.- Col. E. B. Wilson, then in command of the battalion, for a 

commission late in 1940. The recommendation was rejected. 

After taking part in the Spitzbergen raid in 1941, he was promoted 

to company sergeant- major. In the fall of 1941 he attended officer 

cadet training school and was commissioned as a full lieutenant in 

March, 1942. He became a captain in Nov. 1942, and was placed in 

command of “B” company during the Sicily campaign in July, 1943, 

later taking over “D” company. 

He attained the rank of major in November 1943 and served for a 

time as acting commanding officer of the battalion. That was in 

January 1944 when he was second-in-command by rank. 

Given Command of Battalion 

He was placed in full command in October 1944 and led the 

regiment during the last difficult months of the Italian campaign and 

in Western Europe. 

Like every other member of the Loyal Edmonton’s, Col. Stone 

has a high regard for Brig. J. C. Jefferson. “He was a great officer,” 

Col. Stone said. 

“Old Jim,” or “Stoney” as he is affectionately called by his men, 

commanded the men in action longer than any of the other officers 

who headed the unit, and when he took the salute of the unit in 

Holland, before leaving, said, “It was the smartest damned battalion 

on the continent.” 

Gives Credit to Officers and Men 

He credits a lot of the success of the Loyal Edmontons - never 

once in its bloody trek to victory did it fail in achieving its objective 

to the good officers the unit has had. 

“The unit is aptly named The Loyal Edmonton Regiment. The 

greatest quality of its officers and men is loyalty, not only to King 

and Country but to the battalion. They have lived up to their name 

absolutely.” 

 

 

They Remember Traditions 

Not forgetting the Loyal Edmonton’s were a perpetuating unit of 

the original 49th of the First Great War, Lt.-Col. Stone said, “We have 

always tried to remember that, and every man in the unit knows the 

history of the 49th. We have always kept the 49th in our title, and the 

colours of the 49th are in our colours. We have tried to be as good as 

the 49th in the last war.” (Well and truly have they carried out the 

traditions of the old 49th. Editor.) 

Ortona, the fierce battle in Italy in December last year, was the 

highlight in the career and legend of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment 

that began in Sicily and ended in Germany and Holland. 

Another battle that stands out in Col. Stone’s memory was the 

battle for the Hitler Line where in one day, May 23, 1944, the 

regiment suffered more casualties than on any other day in the war. 

That wasn’t a good battle for the Edmontons, I admit, but the day was 

won in the end. 

A real success was the battle for the Fortunato Ridge, near Rimini. 

The Germans claimed “they had been stabbed in the back by the city 

unit.” It was here “Stoney” got the D.S.O., and Major John Dougan, 

Edmonton, the Bar to the M.C. “Old Jim” won his Military Cross, 

when acting Major, in Sicily in 1943. He also suffered four wounds 

during his service and had a spell of Malaria. 

Still Busy When on Leave 

Col. Stone, who is slated for a command in the Pacific, spent some 

days in Edmonton on leave before going to his new posting. They 

were certainly not days of idleness, for along with Lt.-Col. Phillip 

Debney and Lt.-Col. L. C. Harris he visited the Acting Mayor R. W. 

Hamilton, where plans for the welcome home of the regiment were 

discussed informally. 

At a dinner held in his honour by the Edmonton Branch Canadian 

Legion, he stressed the need for action in rehabilitating the returning 

men: “Gratuities and credits are good but permanent jobs alone can 

provide real security for the men who have served their country so 

well overseas,” he said. 

Invited guests included: Lt.-Col. Kenny Kinnaird, E.D., O.C. 2nd 

(R) Battalion L.E.R.; Capt. Harper Prowse; Lt. Ellwood Mason; 

Major R. C. Arthurs, M.C.; Maj. J. H. Gowan; Lt.-Col. E. “Ted” 

Brown, M.M., E.D., and John “Mike” Michaels. The president, 

Harold E. Tanner, D coy. 49th, and the local Legion executive were 

the hosts. 
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MEMORY OF OUR LATE CHIEF REFRESHED IN PRESENTATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Very Rev. Dean A. M. Trendell, All Saints 

Cathedral, Edmonton is shown admiring the 

pewter collection plate sent to his church at the 

hand of Lt.-Col. W. G. Stillman, by a former padre 

of our outfit in memory of the late Major-Gen. W. 

A. Griesbach. 

 

 

COL. STILLMAN PRESENTS PEWTER PLATE 
Interesting Ceremony at All Saints Cathedral 

Presentation of pewter plate, brought to Edmonton from the 

British Isles at the culmination of hostilities, was made Sunday at All 

Saints Cathedral in a ceremony which was marked by the presence of 

W. G. Stillman, who as colonel of the regiment, had command of the 

Loyal Edmontons then the 49th Battalion, Edmonton Regiment, 

when it left this city in 1939. 

In a presentation address, text of which follows, Mr. Stillman said 

the plate, one of three used as collection plates in Throwley church, 

had been given him by Lord Harris, fifth baron of Throwley in Kent, 

Eng. 

Col. Stillman’s address follows: 

In the history of The Loyal Edmonton Regt, (or, as we are more 

familiarly known amongst ourselves from the numeral borne by the 

unit in World War I, and still carried on by the perpetuating unit in 

World War II - the 49th Bn.) there are names which will remain ever 

green in the memory of “Forty-Niners.” Chief of them is a former 

member of All Saints Cathedral, with whose memory this modest 

offering which I shall presently hand over to you is connected - now 

gathered to his fathers, having served his day and generation - Major-

Gen. Hon. W. A. Griesbach, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., V.D. - and 

another, the beloved padre of the Forty-Ninth in World War I - Hon. 

Major and Chaplain W. A. R. Ball, M.C., now the vicar of Faversham, 

hard by the ancient Cathedral City of Canterbury in the County of 

Kent, a part of England with which, I believe, you are wholly familiar. 

It was the good fortune of our regiment in World War II to renew 

our acquaintance with Mr. Ball at a reunion of old and young “Forty-

Niners” early in 1940 at Cove Barracks at which time he took church 

parade for us. 

Later on, when our unit was settled for some time in the vicinity 

of Oxted, Surrey, as part of the defence of Southern England. Mr. 

Ball was rector of St. Johns, Redhill, but a few miles away, and. he 

came over when occasion would permit to officiate at church parades, 

or alternatively, members of the unit would, from time to time, visit 

his church. 

During, this period, and throughout the war it was the privilege of 

the speaker, when duties would permit, to be the guest of Mr. and 

Mrs. Ball, punctuated, sadly enough, by all too long intervals. 

Mr. Ball’s fund of knowledge of the ancient landmarks of 

England, particularly of our churches and cathedrals, seemed to an 

interested listener like myself inexhaustible, and his library on such 

matters proved considerable. 

On my farewell visit to him in the fall of last year just prior to 

returning with our regiment to Canada, he took me to look over the 

centuries-old church in the village of Trowley, Kent, somewhat less 

than three miles from Faversham. 

In the northeast corner of Throwley church may be found the 

monuments to the forebears of the present Lord “Bobbie” Harris, fifth 

baron of that title. 

By courtesy and consent of Lord Harris we were permitted to 

acquire one of three old pewter plates donated by him and in use as 

collection plates in Throwley church. This plate bears date of 1672. 

Marred slightly by the hand of time and usage, it, nevertheless, 

represents the handiwork of some artisan of an age when machinery 

was unknown and when men found expression for their souls through 

their handiwork in metal, in stone, and in wood. 

It seemed befitting to me, that, in the fulness of time this plate 

might continue its service in God’s House in our City of Edmonton, 

and in discussing the matter with Mr. Ball before leaving, we con-

ceived the idea, subject to your consent, of handing over this plate to 

All Saints Cathedral in memory of General Griesbach. 
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I now, reverently, hand over this plate as coming from Mr. Ball, 

a former chaplain of the 49th, The Loyal Edmonton Regt, as a thank-

offering for having been permitted 25 years later to again be of 

service to the 49th Battalion of World War II, and from myself, and 

ask you to accept it in the service of God, and undying memory of a 

great and gallant soldier and gentleman, the “father” and friend of all 

“Forty-Niners”, old and young — Major Gen. Hon. W. A. Griesbach, 

C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., V.D. 

REPLICA OF REGIMENTAL BADGE TO BE PRESENTED TO 

PRINCESS PATRICIA’S 

At an executive meeting of our Association held last December, a 

letter to Kenny Kinnaird was read from Major W. H. V. Matthews, 

O.C., 2nd Battalion Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry of 

Macdonald, Manitoba. The letter requested a replica of our 

regimental badge to be hung in their officer’s mess room. 

On a motion by Bill Henderson and Allan Elliott, Fred Pinnell and 

Jack Blewett were delegated to take the matter in hand. In a manner 

reminiscent of former days, Jack rustled an excellent piece of rich 

mahogany, and arranged with the son of H. Sandilands, one of the old 

crowd, to make a sketch from which the replica was worked. 

Many enquiries were made, and prospective wood carvers 

interviewed. It was several months before a skilled wood carver was 

found in Mr. W. Whitton, an ex-service man of the First World War, 

and uncle of a member who served with the Loyals. After much 

assiduous and painstaking work, Mr. Whitton completed the plaque, 

surmounted on a shield. 

The beautiful crest and shield were shown at a recent meeting of 

the executive, was greatly admired, and members decided to affix an 

engraved silver plate. Through the kind offices of Byron Morrison, it 

was voted that the inscription should read: 

Presented to 

Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry by 

The 49th Bn. 

The Loyal Edmonton Regt. Association 

In Token of our Comradeship 

1914-18—7th Can. Inf. Bde. 

1939-45—2nd Can. Inf. Bde. 

The Mess President of the Patricia’s advised that the Regiment 

would be moving to Currie Barracks about June 15th, after which a 

time and place will be arranged for receiving the plaque. It is the 

intention that President R. C. Arthurs of the Association will make 

the presentation to a representative of the P.P.C.L.I. 

This plaque crest will serve as a token of many close associations 

in both world wars of two famous regiments which fought side by 

side with much distinction. 

Golden Wedding Celebrated 

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Parton, of 11301 94 St., celebrated their 

golden wedding anniversary last February. A reception was held in 

their honour at the home of their son and daughter-in-law, Mr. and 

Mrs. Walter Parton, of 11203 94 St., when 75 friends called to convey 

congratulations. Mr. and Mrs. Parton came to this province from 

London, England, in 1904, and lived in Clyde and St. Albert before 

moving to Edmonton in 1929. 
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CHURCH PARADE AND PICNIC 
Innovation Being Tried Out Today 

Executive Welcome Your Criticisms 

Today, Sunday, July 14th, is the first association attempt at 

holding our Annual Service and a Picnic on the same day. In the early 

days after the last war a few picnics were held, but later faded out for 

one reason or another. 

Suggestions have been made from time to time to your committee 

regarding revival, especially since the luncheon could not be held 

during the war years, and so now World War II is over it was thought 

the time might be ripe for a trial as to the success of such an affair. 

So, here you are, or are you? We hope you have turned out with the 

rest of us and not stayed back in the city. If you did, we feel sure you 

will regret it, for the members of your committee have gone to a deal 

of trouble to provide an enjoyable day’s outing. 

The idea of parading past the Cenotaph from the Market Square 

and back takes care of the wish of some members not to entirely 

dispense with our traditional parade. It is hoped the change of the 

service to our country rendezvous at Winterburn will not cause too 

much regret to our faithful friends who made our memorial service 

one of the days on which to remember their departed relatives and 

friends. 

We hope to hear from our members and friends as to whether or 

not they think this effort worthwhile. We sincerely hope it has met 

with the success in your enjoyment which is the sole intention of the 

change from our usual parade and service. 

PROMINENT MEMBERS HONOURED 

Two members of the association were mentioned in the King’s 

Honour List, released on July 1st of this year. One of them was our 

president, Ronnie Arthurs, M.C., who is now entitled to add the 

initials M.B.E. to his name, and whose services as executive officer 

of the Veterans’ Volunteer Reserve for Alberta during this war was 

thus recognized. 

The distinguished services of John “Mike” Michaels in the 

provision of band instruments for the best darn Canadian band that 

ever crossed the Atlantic, and in the regular shipments of magazines 

which cheered the regiment for years in England, would be long 

remembered by the boys of the new unit, and it is gratifying to record 

that Mike, who has long been an honorary member of the 49th 

association, was also awarded an M.B.E. for his work in aiding the 

war effort as a civilian. 

Botsford Twins Arrive in City 

Mrs. H. B. Botsford, the former Irene Naldret, of Haslemere, 

Surrey, England, recently arrived here with her twin sons, Harry and 

Brian who are 21 months old. Mr. Botsford, who served with the 

Loyal Eds. returned to the city in September 1945. The couple were 

married in Surrey in September 1943. The family intend taking up 

their permanent residence in Jasper Place. 

Paid Dues. No Address 

The following paid dues at Mike’s last December and January. J. 

McCullough, F. L. Qullock or Tulloch, S. G. Maisey, J. G. Rowlatt. 

If any other member is not at either the Church Parade or Banquet, 

and does not receive a copy of the magazine by mail within three 

weeks of either function, please notify the Corresponding Secretary, 

11908 92 St. Phone 23065. 

Appointed Rehabilitation Officer 

Lt.-Col. W. T. Cromb, D.S.O., the commanding officer who 

brought the Regiment home in October, 1945, has been appointed 

superintendent of rehabilitation for the department of veterans’ 

affairs in Edmonton. His duties commenced last January. 

Brig. Bell-Irving Retires 

Brig. H. P. Bell-Irving, 47, D.S.O. and Bar, O.B.E., of Vancouver, 

has retired after six and a half years’ service. After going overseas as 

a lieutenant in 1939 he rose to command first the Loyal Edmonton 

and later the Seaforths. His most recent command was the 10th 

Infantry Brigade. 

Edits Vegreville Paper Forty Years 

The issue of the Vegreville Observer published on Wednesday, 

March 27th, marked the end of 40 years of publication, with all but 

three issues of that under the editorship of A. L. Horton. He had sons 

serving in World War II, one being “Ted” Horton, who was our first 

overseas correspondent and still continues to roll out copy for our 

paper. 
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NEWS AND VIEWS OF YOUNG BATTALION’S DOINGS IN CANADA AND OVERSEAS 
Items of Interest in Local Newspapers Rewritten for Our Magazine Readers, 

in Chronological Sequence . . . By Norman Arnold 
 

January, February, March, April 1945 

Returned Men Relate Experiences 

Lack of air cover will spell the early defeat of the German armies 

in Western Europe, in the opinion of Sigmn. C. R. Christie of Edson, 

an original member of the 1st Battalion, who returned here last March 

on rotation leave after more than five years of service overseas. Cpl. 

J. N. Johnson, son of Mrs. M. Johnson, Suite 6, Kingsway Apts., said, 

“The big push to drive the Germans back across the Rhine was just 

starting when I left. The boys all seemed confident the European war 

would soon be over.” When asked what he missed most during his 

long service overseas, Cpl. Johnson laughingly replied: “It wasn’t 

what I missed that counted. It was what missed me that was im-

portant.” Pte. P. Labelle of Thorhild, said, “The Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment shares honors with the famed Twenty-Second Regiment of 

Montreal as tops among Canadian regiments serving overseas.” 

McNaughton’s Batman Returns 

General A. G. L. McNaughton, Canada’s minister of national 

defence and former commander of the Canadian Army overseas, may 

be having his troubles politically but he was the best “boss” in the 

world, according to Cpl. Ken. R. Mattison- Mansfield, 9922-86th 

Avenue, and surely, he ought to know. He was batman to the General 

for four years. The Edmontonian enlisted in the 1st Battalion in 1939 

and was selected as batman for the Canadian Army commander 

before he left Canada. 

More 1st Battalion Men Arrive Home 

Sgt. B. Olson, 11224-99th Avenue, an original with the 

Edmontons and pay sergeant with the army in Western Europe 

(evidently one of the soldiers’ friends, sometimes! Ed. Olson said, 

“Getting used to the brogue of the Canadian girls seems the most 

difficult thing in Canada so far. They sound funny,” he said. Pte. 

Alfred Kisilewich, Innisfree, who served with the regiment in Italy 

and was wounded at Cassino, arrived back on the same train. Pte. R. 

L. Knight, Bluffton, was for a time with the 1st Battalion but went to 

the New Westminster Regiment in Italy and was wounded in Ravina. 

Pte. T. J. Connors, Grande Prairie, served with the regiment through 

the Sicilian and up beyond Ortona in the Italian campaigns. 

Wounded Men Return 

Pte. T. R. Chapin, Breton, Alta., described the least lovely aspect 

of his service, as the action he saw at “Skunk Hollow,” near San Vito 

in Italy. “That place is well named, it’s wet, soggy, and brother, it 

smells!” He was overseas with “ours” for five years. Also overseas 

five years was Pte. W. C. Wills of Goodfair, Alta. Wounded in the 

Sicilian campaign, he was evacuated to hospitals in Tripoli and 

Algiers, North Africa. He lauded the medical treatment he received. 

Pte. C. E. Othen of Tofield was wearing the shouldier shields 

emblematic of Field Marshal Montgomery’s Eight 

Army - together with two good conduct stripes pointing to four 

years’ good service, or in army parlance, “undetected crime.” He was 

blown up by a mine one night in Italy when his gun carrier struck the 

enemy explosive. “It hit the ditch, but fast,” he recalled. Asked by a 

reporter how the boys in Italy were doing “in general” Pte. Othen 

stated that “most of them wanted to remain in Italy and finish the job 

there, rather than move to the western front.” 

Back on Civvy Street 

A picture of M. L. S. “Mac” McGregor appeared in a local paper 

in one of their series of how the veterans are readjusting themselves 

to civil life. It tells how Mac was a trucker with Canada Dry Ltd. in 

Edmonton when he went off to war with the Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment in the fall of 1939. He may have worried some about his 

old job during those long hard years in England, Sicily and Italy, but 

if he did his worries were unnecessary because he didn’t even have 

to go back to his old job. He was given a better one as shipper. In 

some good words of advice to the boys in their battle for 

readjustment, he says, “It is really up to the man himself as to how 

easy his change overtakes place.” 

Helps in Victory Loan Campaign 

Guest speaker before an organization meeting at Elk Point this 

month was Cpl. Stan Melton, M.M. of the Loyal Edmontons. He 

spoke of the various engagements in Sicily, Italy and Normandy in 

which he had taken part. 

1st Battalion Men Released from Prison Camps 

The following men of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment were given 

in a list released by Defence Headquarters, April: Lieut. Patrick 

Lawrence Kane, Mrs. Elizabeth F. Kane, (mother), 1923-10A St. W., 

Calgary. Alta.; Lieut. Roger James Matthews, Cobble Hill, B.C.; Pte. 

Percy Rennie, son of Mrs. Annie Rennie, 10558-96th St.; Ptes. 

Gustav Arnold Anderson, Mrs. Ida Anderson (mother), Grande 

Prairie; Joseph Donald Basarab, Theodore Basarab (father), High 

Prairie; Simon Fisher, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. Fisher, Neerlandia; 

Michael Mackowichuk, Mrs. Jean Mackowichuk (wife), Grande 

Prairie; Sgt. Vern M. Hawes, Roy Hawes (father), 11224-89th St. 

Glad to Be Home 

“I don’t say we definitely wouldn’t enlist to fight against the 

Japs,” said Capt. Ronald L. Dale, returning from Italy where he was 

with the Loyal Edmontons, “but I believe most of us feel ‘we’ve had 

it’.” You know how the men overseas feel about the draftees. . . . 

Most of us think we’ve done just about our share now. Pte. W. 

Ireland, who, returning to his home in Edmonton, said, “We’ve 

volunteered once. We’ve had five years overseas . . . and it’s 

expecting quite a lot to ask us to voluntter again for another session 

of it.” L/Cpl. H. Wigston, agreed, “I guess most of the boys who have 

been overseas for as long as we have feel that we’ve done our share.” 

His home is in Edmonton. 
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Like Canada Even if Cold 

Capt. J. Harper Prowse welcomed a group of our boys at the 

station one-night last April. The most welcome thing, apart from 

relatives and friends, is the fresh food, they declared. Cpl. W. D. 

Smith, 9735-95th St., saw his last action at Badnacavallo, which 

means in English “to wash a horse.” Pte. Beaudry, whose grandfather 

lives at 10018-100th St., had served in the transport and at First 

Brigade H.Q. in Italy. He left the unit at Ravina. Pte. R. Metcalf, 

Watino, was in on the invasion of Sicily and Italy. Pte. C. Satterfield, 

Coronado, also arrived back at this time. Although the night was cold, 

they still enjoyed being back here. 

Mother Corrects Son 

Asked about his service overseas, Cfn. E. F. Robbins, of 9614-

76th Avenue, said he had been away more than four years. His mother 

corrected him. “He’s been gone five years and four months to the 

day,” she said proudly. “He went over with ‘ours’ and served for the 

last two years with the 

R.C.E.M.E.” Dyke fighting in Holland was the toughest he had 

seen, Sgt. Sam Hately of Edmonton said. He was mentioned in 

dispatches. 

Jerry Still Peppy but Done 

Old Jerry seems to be done for at last, but he may still have a 

dying kick, according to returning 1st Battalion men. In the group 

were: Sgt. A. P. Tullock, 12716-123rd St., back after more than five 

and a half years. Pte. John Munro, 12125-95A St. now with the 

Edmonton’s. He enlisted with the Fusiliers and holds the Efficiency 

Medal. Pte. Frank Isinger, Calgary Highlanders, is a former 1st 

Battalion man, who hails from Peers. He had a shrapnel wound under 

the left eye. Cfn. Charles Roberge, Tofield is a Loyal Edmontonian. 

Wounded Returnees Greeted 

Blonde, blue-eyed Ann Wilkinson, not quite five, was the first to 

see and greet her Daddy, Pte. L. E. N. Wilkinson, formerly of Leduc, 

returning from Italy after more than two years’ service with the 

Regiment. He joined at Ortona and suffered a fractured left arm and 

shrapnel wounds. Another Loyal Pte. E. Tourgangeau, Lac Ste. Anne, 

fought with the unit through Ortona, the Hitler and Gothic lines. He 

was wounded by shrapnel last August and returning to action later 

lost a leg from fresh wounds. Shell fragments knocked Pte. J. J. 

Cotton, Blueberry Mountain, out of action in Italy while with our 

regiment. 

Harper Prowse Busy Man 

Since taking his seat as a Soldier Representative in the Alberta 

Provincial Legislature, Captain Harper Prowse has been busy both 

inside and outside of the house. He has certainly buckled into his job 

of caring for his charges’ welfare. Interviewing men and meeting 

trains have so far left him very little time to devote to his own 

personal affairs. However, he is right in there making sure all 

legitimate kicks of the boys are brought before the proper authorities. 

His column “The Road Ahead” which appears in one of our local 

papers each day, has a topic of direct concern to the returned boys, is 

timely, well thought out and carries lots of “the old punch.” Which is 

just what the boys who placed him there expect.  

May 1945. 

 

 

Major S. Clinton Riggs, member of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment in 

1940, arrived home last February. He went overseas in April, 1942, and 

latterly was serving in Europe. For some time he was attached to 

Canadian military headquarters in London. His wife resides at 9738 86 

Ave. Before enlistment he was a bank employee in Edmonton. He arrived 

back in Canada aboard the Queen Elizabeth. 
 

 

More Edmonton’s Get Home 

Two brothers, Matthew and Allan Eaglesham of Tofield, are back after 

more than five years overseas. Both were original members of our 

battalion, but later were with the Eighth Field Bty. R.C.A. Pte. D. Calliou, 

Frog Lake, a reinforcement to the Regiment, got a piece of shrapnel in 

the foot at Ortona. Pte. C. L. Bliss, High Prairie, was twice wounded with 

shrapnel. Pte. H. C. Mabley, served with the regiment in Sicily and Italy. 

Other Loyal Edmonton men were: Pte. B. A. Steady, 10408 - 95th 

Avenue. Q.M.S. J. Farrugia, 12106-92nd St. Pte. R. H. Webb, Fort 

Saskatchewan. Pte. H. R. Martin, 11725-95th St. Pte. J. McCrank, 

Scotland. Pte. E. Auger, Fort McMurray, who suffered a knee injury at 

Rome after escaping unhurt at the front. Robbie Robertson, Mannville, 

was home again after serving four and a half years. He served in Italy and 

England. Pte. V. Beshkevich, Bruderheim, is home because they 

considered him too old. Veteran of the Loyals, F. W. Bagshaw, Medicine 

Hat is back at his old job as trainman. He later did a spell of service with 

the R.C.A.F. Pte. Henry Rhaume, Wetaskiwin, was home on 30-days’ 

leave after five years overseas. Enlisting with the Edmonton Fusiliers he 

later went to “ours.” He said, “I didn’t have much time for English tea, 

and you would have to be 45 before you could understand an English 

joke, but the people over there were tops.” 
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Plans Made for Entry into Berlin 

This month saw plans being made for participation of a token force 

for the entry into Berlin. The. Loyal Edmontons were chosen as one of 

the Regiments to join the force, and after several changes as to the 

composition of the force eventually made-up part of the token force. 

Editorials appeared in our local papers. The following is a portion of one 

of them: “EDMONTON’S OWN,” “The Loyal Edmonton Regiment is 

honored in being one of the three infantry units which will compose the 

Canadian brigade participating in the joint Allied occupation of Berlin. 

The honor has been well earned - Where all had fought well it could be 

no easy task to pick the three infantry units which are to go to Berlin and 

represent Canada at the formal joint-entry into the enemy capital. 

Edmonton fully appreciates the honor done to the regiment which bears 

its name, and also the valor by which the selection has been justified.” 

Given Welcome to Edmonton 

The following men of the Regiment were given a welcome by 

relatives and friends when they stepped off the train here. C.Q.M.S. M. 

Rudyk, said, “I’ve been overseas four years, and over seven months.” He 

was wounded three times in the Sicilian and Italian campaigns. Pte. C. 

M. Scranstad, said, “It’s great to be home, a dream come true.” He also 

was wounded three times. In France on D-Day with the Royal Winnipeg 

Rifles, C.S.M. 

S. F. J. Masterson, a former 1st Battalion man, showed his pleasure 

at being home. Sgt. G. A. Smart, of Bonnyville, was also wounded at the 

Hitler line, by a bomb dropped from a dive bomber. Pte. H. O. Poulton, 

9352 107th Avenue, of the Edmonton’s and later the engineers saw 

service in Belgium and Holland. Sgt. J. C. Webb, Athabasca, was met by 

his English bride. He served with “ours” and the Provost Corps. Pte. C. 

D. Hogue, and Tpr. V. Goymer who served with the 1st Battalion were 

also returned about this time. Capt. Donald C. Sims, who was overseas 

for 4 1/2 years and served with the headquarters staff in France, Belgium 

and Holland, arrived this month. Major Alan Purvis, who left Edmonton 

as paymaster of the Edmonton’s arrived home on 30 days’ leave. Ptes. 

M. G. Imrie and N. Bain, arrived together, Bain was a 1st Battalion man 

and Imrie of the anti-tanks. Tpr. Wm. Smashnuk, who served with “ours” 

was met at the boat by his brother, Pte. George, and had quite a reunion. 

They had two other brothers serving, one, Gunner Paul, was killed on 

Nov. 24th, 1943, near Ortona. Returning on a later date this month (Feb.) 

were, Cpl. Marshall Watt, five years’ service mostly with the 

Edmonton’s. Pte. J. Mearon, High Prairie, wounded at Ortona, where he 

lost his brother Freddy Mearon. Pte. K. M. Baldry, Clear Prairie, 

transferred from the Calgary Highlanders to us in Dec. 1933. He was 

twice wounded and lost a brother at Vino Ridge. Sgt. C. H. Vaughan, 

Onoway, a nephew of Charley Vaughan of D company, 49th, was met by 

his sisters. Pte. J. L. Simpson, Fort St. John. Pte. T. M. Stark, 

Fairview, was twice wounded in Italy. March 1945. 
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Officers Speak Proudly of Battalion 

“An admiral would be more useful in the Holland fighting than a 

brigadier,” Lt.-Col. Bill Cromb remarked when addressing a 

Teachers Club at the Corona Hotel. He was then on a 30-day leave. 

He described the beachhead operations that were followed by the 

formation of “islands of resistance” involving massed tanks and 

trucks that moved forward at given intervals to simply overwhelm the 

enemy soldiers. “Gen. Montgomery entirely outwitted the enemy 

with these tactics,” he declared. Major E. W. Day, E.D., who 

commanded the regiment for several months said, “The Germans in 

Italy are still determined fighting men. The Nazi troops in Italy are 

fighting a losing battle.” Major Day expressed supreme satisfaction 

in the record established by the Loyal Edmontons and other Western 

soldiers. The boys waited a long time to get into action, and when 

they got in the thick of it, they did a tough job in a great manner.” 

Serves in Two Services 

Veteran of two services overseas in the present war, P.O. Bob 

Slessor, R.C.A.F., was one of a group of Canadian airmen, who 

arrived on leave last March. P.O. Slessor joined the 1st Battalion at 

the outbreak of war in 1939. Because of his age, he could not proceed 

overseas with the regiment, so he was sent to Currie Barracks, where 

he served until going to England in June 1940, to rejoin his regiment. 

While overseas he transferred to the R.C.A.F. and returned to Canada 

for training in June 1942. 

Presentations Made to Forty-Niners 

R.S.M. C. F. Laubman and C.S.M. T. E. Booker, training 

instructors with the 2nd (R) Bn. Loyal Edmonton Regiment were the 

recipients of presentations made on behalf of the members at a 

smoker held by the Sergeants’ club at the Prince of Wales armoury, 

Friday evening, Feb. 22nd. Chairman of the gathering was C.S.M. O. 

Muckleston. Among the guests was Lt.-Col. G. D. K. Kinnaird, E. D., 

commanding officer of the unit, also Sgt. A. J. Rudd, veteran of more 

than five years overseas service with the 1st Bn. and now a member 

of the reserve’s instruction staff. 

R.C.E. Compiling History 

The Royal Canadian School of Military Engineering, recently 

established at Chilliwack, B.C., has undertaken the task of compiling 

a history of the corps of Royal Canadian Engineers in the Second 

World War, and also proposes to commence the publication of a 

periodical devoted to the activities and history of the Corps. Any 

material such as reminiscences, personal anecdotes, history, etc., 

would be welcome and can be sent along to Lt.-Col. C. N. Mitchell, 

R.C.E. Commandant, Chilliwack, B.C. 

Likes Blighty 

G. Holmes who went overseas with the Loyal Edmontons, 

married an English girl, and receiving his discharge in London now 

drives a bus around that Metropolis of the World. 

A. L. Smith’s Son Returns 

Sgt. R. A. Smith, 9812A 84 Ave., returned to Canada on the Ile 

de France last April after service overseas. On the same boat Pte. K. 

R. Crockett, nephew of “Babyface” G. R. Crockett, also returned. 

F. O. Norman Arnold, son of our own Norman, and young 

Hollands, son of Geordie, arrived back on the Queen “Lizzie” which 

carried Hon. Winston Churchill. 
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LAST POST 

 

In ever living memory of the officers, non-commissioned officers 

and men of the 49th Battalion (Edmonton Regiment) who were killed 

in action, or died of wounds received in Belgium and France during 

1914 to 1918, and to those who have since passed on mainly due to 

the ravages of war service; also, to our “sons” who have passed on in 

this later renewal of our Battle. 

“These men were victorious in death.” 

 

J. C. Stentel 

We have received word through a friend, Mrs. Dora Osgood, of the 

passing away in January 1945, of J. C. Stentel, 3257 Dundas W. Toronto, 

Ontario. Mrs. Stentel died in April 1944. Stentel was a member of the 

Eastern Branch, Toronto. 

Robert (Bob) Braden 

Mrs. Braden notified us of the passing of her husband “Bob” in 

December 28th, 1945, after a week’s illness of bronchial pneumonia. 

Unfortunately the notice in the local papers missed the notice of our staff. 

He was buried in Mount Pleasant cemetery, Toronto. His son arrived back 

in November from four years’ service overseas in time to nurse his Dad 

during the week of his illness. He was in Nth. Africa, Italy, France, Bel-

gium, Holland and Germany as a gunner with an armoured car unit of the 

Royal Canadian Dragoons. Mrs. Braden’s address is 82 Alcorn Ave. 

Toronto 5, Ont. 

Cathel Matheson 

Mrs. C. Matheson, 141 Melrose Ave. N., Hamilton, Ontario, has 

written telling of the passing away in Hamilton General Hospital, last 

Nov. 2nd of Cathel Matheson, B Coy. We are sorry so many of our 

friends down East are passing away and the news being late in reaching 

us. We are publishing these items as so many of their old friends will be 

sorry to hear of their passing. 

 

H. C. Cruickshank 

Mr. H. C. Cruickshank, 214 Allen, Ferndale, Michigan, passed away 

last Friday, February, 15th1946. We were notified by wire of his passing 

and a message and token of esteem was forwarded along to the bereaved 

family. 

V. T. Richards 

Mr. V. T. Richards died in Carlsbad, California, last February. He had 

been alderman of both the Strathcona and Edmonton councils, and moved 

to California in 1923. His brother Fred served in D Coy. and the Band of 

the 49th. 

Frederick Harold Richards 

Frederick Harold Richards, 9916 90 Ave., died Wednesday, May 

29th, in an Edmonton hospital, at the age of 69. He was a retired 

employee of the Alberta Government Telephones. Born in Tara, Ontario, 

in 1876 he came to Edmonton in 1892. He enlisted in 1915 and served 

with D Coy., and the Band as sergeant. He was for many years the leader 

of the Strathcona band. Survivors include Mrs. Richards; three sons; two 

daughters; a nephew Currie Auld was a pallbearer. Currie served with the 

M.G. Section in the early days in France. Many association members 

attended the service to pay their respects to a well-liked and respected 

comrade. Interment was made in Mount Pleasant cemetery. 

Hamilton (Hammy) Linning 

Dave Irons of Calgary sent along an item taken from the Legionary 

regarding the passing of Hammy who served in D Coy., 49th. “No. 

466915, 49th Bn., C.E.F. December 9 at Calgary, Alberta.” Hammy 

attended the Banquet January 1945. 

Alexander Hutchison 

Alexander Hutchison, No. 258336, passed away in Belcher hospital, 

Calgary, after nearly three years sickness. Alexander served with the 49th 

in the last war, and since return has been a staunch member of the 

association. Mrs. Hutchison forwarded along the notice of his passing, 

and said, “he has gone to join the 49th in the ranks above.” We 

sympathize with Mrs. Hutchison in her sad loss. 

William “Bert” Brodyk 

The body of William “Bert” Brodyk, 23, of 9640 103 Ave., was 

recovered last April from Astotin Lake, Elk Island Park, where it had 

been icebound since last October. He had been canoeing with a 

companion one night and both were drowned, but his companion’s body 

was recovered 24 hours after, but freeze-up prevented the finding of 

“Bert’s” body until the ice went out. The funeral took place at Lamont. 

Brodyk saw service with the 1st Bn. overseas. 

William George Thomas 

On Jan. 13th, William George Thomas, M15526, Signal Ptn. H.Q., 

1st Bn., passed away in Edmonton. Funeral services were held on 

Thursday, Jan. 17th., and interment took place in the soldiers’ plot 

Beechmount cemetery. He is survived by his loving wife in England; his 

parents; two brothers and three sisters. The home residence is at 10019 

104 St., Edmonton. 

F. Lukey 

F. W. Warde, writes to say F. Lukey, No. 101352, passed away early 

this year at 16 Mile Point, Victoria, B.C. Lukey served with 13 platoon, 

D Company. We are sorry this is all the information we have of Lukey’s 

passing.
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Mrs. Mary Clapham 

Funeral services for Mrs. Mary Clapham, of 104 Balmoral Block, 

beloved wife of Albert Clapham who served in D Coy., 49th, who passed 

away on Thursday, May 23rd, were held on Monday afternoon, May 

27th. Rev. J. MacBeath Miller officiated and interment took place in the 

Edmonton cemetery. She leaves to mourn her loss her loving husband. 

Father Dies at Vancouver 

Condolences in the form of a resolution was expressed last December 

to H. E. Tanner, president of the Legion, whose father died in Vancouver. 

H. E. Tanner was in D Coy., 49th in the last war. 

Miss J. C. Clow 

Resident of Edmonton and Calgary, before going to Victoria five 

years ago. Miss Jessie Clementina Clow died Sunday, April 21st., in 

Victoria. Miss Clow, sister of Hugh Clow, D Coy., 49 th, was a member 

of the Queen Alexandra Imperial Nursing Sisters and a member of the 

Edmonton Overseas Nursing Sisters Association. 

Mrs. Minnie Park Cutler 

Mrs. M. P. Cutler, mother of Mrs. John Michaels, died in Boston, 

Mass., April 6th. She was predeceased by her husband several years ago. 

They had made their home in Edmonton from 1911 to 1920. 

Alex Frank Simpson 

Mrs. Simpson has written in to say her husband passed away in 

Shaughnessy Hospital in Vancouver February 5th. Interment took place 

in the Soldiers’ section, Mountain View cemetery. Simpson served in C 

Coy., 49th. Amongst the pallbearers were Mr. Craig and Peterson, 49ers, 

Percy Wells was also in attendance. He leaves besides Mrs. Simpson, a 

son Don with the B.C. Electric. Mr. Simpson was batman to Lt. Dick 

Smith, who later saw service with the Indian Army. 

Rev. William T. Cromb 

The Rev. W. T. Cromb of Vegreville, father of W. T. Cromb, former 

commanding officer of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment, died at his home 

in the Alberta town Friday, April 26th. Born in Scotland the Rev. Cromb 

came to Edmonton in 1908, and after graduating ministered in many parts 

of Alberta. Interment took place in Riverside cemetery, Vegreville. 

Jack Arnold 

Jack Arnold, 51, was accidentally killed on March 21st, when he was 

run over by a truck at his work. He is survived by his wife, 5 sons, and 1 

daughter in Vancouver, his father in Edmonton, 5 brothers and a sister. 

Jack served in the 51st Bn., and later was transferred to the 1st Bn. Harry, 

Norman and Edgar served in the 49th and Frank in the 51st and 46th Bns. 

Brian Arnold 

Brian Arnold, son of Edgar of D Coy. and H.Q., 49th, died suddenly 

March 8th, at Falkland, B.C., at the age of 12. The family had taken up 

residence at Falkland recently after residing in Vancouver for some years. 

Edgar was batman to R.S.M. Fred Marshall. 

Bagot Arnold 

The death occurred in Edmonton, Sunday, June 2nd, of Bagot Arnold, 

who would have been 84 on June 13th, father of 5 sons who served 

overseas in World War I, three in the 49th. The funeral service was held 

from Foster & McGarvey’s Funeral Home, and interment took place in 

the family plot in Beechmount cemetery, Wednesday, June 5th. Rev. L. 

M. Watts officiated assisted by Canon C. F. A. Clough. Mr. Arnold 

enlisted in the 51st Bn., and went overseas to England with them, but was 

not allowed to go to France on account of his age. His son-in-law G. B. 

Crockett also served with the 49th. 

Mrs. Maria Mail 

Mrs. Maria Mail, widow of James Mail of 9623 106 St., passed way 

last December, and was buried in the Edmonton cemetery, Monday, Dec. 

24th. She would have been 93 years old last January. A son, Leo, was 

killed in action in the First Great War while serving with the 49th Bn. 

(Edmonton Regiment) C.E.F. 

Mrs. Sophie Malowney Hitchcock 

Passed away February 17, 1946 and was buried in Beechmount 

cemetery. Mrs. Hitchcock was the mother of Len Hitchcock, of Beverly, 

our blind member, who is present at all our functions. 

Mrs. Nancy Helen Cull 

Funeral services were held on Sat., Feb 23rd for Mrs. Cull and 

interment took place in the Edmonton cemetery. Mrs. Cull was the 

mother of R. P. Cull of Seba Beach, who served in D Coy., 49th. 

We regret to record the passing of Mrs. Muckleston, “Laddie” 

Muckleston’s mother who died at the Coast during early spring. Our 

condolences are extended. 
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Sid Parsons Bereaved 

Last March Alderman Parsons received word of the passing of his 

brother in Wembley, London, WO. Basil Parsons, 35, of the R.A.F. 

In April his grandson, S. H. S. Parsons passed away in Edmonton, at 

the age of 1 year, 8 months. 

Charles Porritt 

Funeral services for the late Charles Porritt, Edmonton, were held 

on Sat., April 6th. Interment took place in the Edmonton cemetery. 

Mr. Porritt’s son Frank served in D Coy., 49th. 

Mrs. Mae Esmonde 

Funeral services for Mrs. Mae Esmonde, of 9910 112 St., who 

passed away at the age of 49 years, were held Tuesday, May 28th at 

St. Joseph’s Cathedral at 10:00 o’clock. Interment took place in the 

family plot in the Edmonton Catholic cemetery. She leaves to mourn 

her loss her loving husband, Major R. L. Esmonde, who served in the 

Band of the 49th; one son; one sister and two brothers. 

The following appeared in May in both local papers: 

At this first anniversary of victory, we proudly salute and remember with 

comradely thought all officers, non-commissioned officers and men of The 

Loyal Edmonton Regiment who died for our Country in embattled Britain or 

on the long road from Sicily to Germany. 1939 — 1945. 

“God Rest You Merrie Gentlemen” 

 

“Maple Leaf’ ’Discharged 

The last edition of the Canadian Army newspaper, Maple Leaf, 

went to bed in Northwest Germany Friday, May 3rd. The special 

eight-page edition and four-page comic supplement was the final 

issue of this valuable paper. 

 

War Criminals Prosecutor 

Brig. H. G. Nolan, of Calgary, who was named associate 

prosecutor on the international military tribunal to try war criminals 

in the Far East. Nolan was adjutant of the 49th for some time in 1917. 

Brig. Kitching Honoured at Tea 

More than 150 persons attended the tea held at the Prince of Wales 

Armoury on Sunday afternoon, February 24th, by officers of the 2nd 

(R) Bn, L.E.R., in honour of Brig. George Kitching, D.S.O., E.D., a 

former overseas commander of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment. 
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Including the guest seven ex-C.O.’s of the 1st Bn. were in attendance: 

Lt.-Col. W. G. Stillman, E. B. Wilson, J. C. Jefferson, E. Day, W. T. 

Cromb and Lt.-Col. J. R. Stone. Lt.-Col. G. D. K. Kinnaird and Mrs. 

Kinnaird received the guests. The tea table was centered with spring 

flowers, and presiding at the tea urns were Mrs. W. A. Griesbach, Mrs. 

L. C. Harris, Mrs. E. B. Wilson, Mrs. J. C. Jefferson and Mrs. Walter 

Hale. In charge of the tearoom were Mrs. W. G. Bury and Mrs. Phillip 

Debney. Wives of the officers assisted in serving. Brig. Kitching is vice-

adjutant general at National army headquarters, Ottawa. 

Cup Presented to Edmonton Fusiliers 

A silver cup, its history dating back to 1847, occupied a place of 

honour at a social gathering last March 29th, arranged by officers of the 

Second Battalion, Edmonton Fusiliers, in honor of the commanding 

officer and officers of the 19th Armoured Car Regiment, the unit which 

will perpetuate the former organization. 

The cup was presented to the commanding officer of the Fusiliers, 

Lt.-Col. H. E. Pearson, M.C., by Lt.-Col. G. D. K. Kinnaird, E.D., officer 

commanding the 2nd (R) Battalion, The Loyal Edmonton Regiment, after 

which the gathering was given a brief description of the history of the 

silver piece. 

The cup was originally presented to the Second Bengal European 

Regiment April 1st, 1847. That organization became the Royal Munster 

Fusiliers, with which the Edmonton Fusiliers were affiliated, prior to the 

Munsters being disbanded in 1922 at the time of the Irish disorders. 

The cup was sent from the Old Country to the 49th Battalion, 

Edmonton Regiment. Since then the cup has been held by the 49th 

Battalion, and latterly by the Loyal Edmonton Regiment. After the 

presentation the cup was to be placed in trust and later will be held by the 

Armored Car unit. 

Receives Junior Chamber Award 

Mrs. Arnold W. Tayler of Edmonton, Tuesday evening, October 23, 

was presented with the Junior Chamber of Commerce quarterly 

citizenship award in recognition of her services during the war years to 

the Alberta capital in a brief ceremony at the Macdonald Hotel. Mrs. 

Tayler, daughter of an original member of the R.C.N.W.M.P. served 

during the last war as a nursing sister in England and resumed work in 

Canada in 1919 and had carried out various works of philanthropy during 

the two wars, and again took up voluntary work in the different war 

services auxiliaries. 

 

 

Captain E. L. (Ed) Boyd, who was adjutant of the 1st Battalion when 

it returned home last October, has started civilian travelling this time 

when he was appointed by the Royal Bank to a post in South America. 

Applying for transfer shortly after being discharged last November, he 

had held the position of assistant accountant at the bank in Edmonton. He 

flew to Montreal and spent some time at the head office before continuing 

to Brazil. His parents reside at 8528 90 St. He went overseas as a 

lieutenant in 1942 as a reinforcement for the Loyal Edmonton Regiment. 

He was wounded at Ortona and spent about a month in hospital before 

rejoining the unit. 

Clutterham Wins Curling Trophy 

A. B. Clutterham of Tofield, and D Coy 49th, skipped a rink made up 

of Sid Easton, K. Reikie and W. Gladstone, all of Edmonton, which won 

the Grand Challenge event at the annual Veterans’ bonspiel at the Granite 

club last February with a close 12-11 victory over Skip W. T. Coote of 

the Granite. A point behind going to the last end, the Clutterham piloted 

outfit made their last rock advantage count handsomely by clicking for a 

two. It was a good game all the way. 
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Lt.-Col. Fleming Retires 

Lt.-Col. P. J. A. Fleming, E.D., Calgary, retired from the army 

last May. He is formerly of Edmonton and was adjutant of the Loyal 

Edmonton Regiment at the outbreak of war and went to Camrose to 

command the basic centre there in 1942. He served with the King’s 

Liverpool Regiment and the R.F.C. in the First World War. His 

appointment to the Alberta Film Censorship Board was announced 

earlier this year by the provincial government. 

Watch Lost in Holland 

About one year ago, Earl Ferr, 12447 126 St., lost his watch in a 

soldiers’ bathhouse in Almelo, Holland. On return to Edmonton, he 

learned another soldier, from another regiment, had been trying to 

locate him for over a year. Mr. Ferr received a letter from James 

Grant, Jr., in Lavington, B.C., outlining the watch’s history since 

Almelo. Mr. Ferr, who was a member of the Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment, slipped the watch into what he thought was his own 

trousers before stepping into a shower. But he put the watch into the 

uniform of Mr. Grant. 

Forty-Niners in Blighty 

The Hon. Secty. L. D. Harvey of the Can. Ex-Servicemen’s 

Assoc, of Great Britain writes from Hastings to say they had the 

Canadian Air Force Band down from Bournemouth to give a concert 

last October. Early this year his organization helped to form the 

Guard of Honour when Viscount Field Marshal B. Montgomery 

visited Hastings to receive the Freedom of the Borough. We are 

unfortunately not able to publish the photo he sent of “Monty” 

inspecting the Guard. He says Mr. E. Yates, 49er has changed his 

address to 130 Queens Rd., Hastings, and F. Candy still lives at 

Portslade. Comrade Gale has now returned to his home after service 

with the Royal Artillery in Ceylon. Mr. T. Robinson, Cdn. Artillery, 

whose folks live at Holden is now a member of their branch. 

A. T. Nixon Retires from Post Office 

A. T. Nixon, who served with the 49th in the “War to end all 

Wars,” and was in A. Coy., and later R.Q.M.S., retired from the postal 

service last September 30th after 23 years’ service, during the last 

four of which he was in charge of the South Edmonton Postal Station. 

Mr. and Mrs. Nixon celebrated their Silver Wedding anniversary last 

June when they were the recipients of many congratulations from 

relatives and friends. All members will wish Mr. and Mrs. Nixon long 

life to enjoy their retirement. 

 

OUR THANKS TO THE NEWSPAPERS 

The many pictures appearing in this issue indicate the 

generosity of both the Edmonton Journal and the Edmonton 

Bulletin in their co-operation by loaning cuts for publication. We 

are grateful to both of our local newspapers for the help they give 

the magazine committee. We also thank all those who assisted in 

the publication of our magazine. 

Do not forget the Advertisers when making your purchase as 

the “sinews of war” are mainly received through their patronage. 

 

Named Governor-General’s Aide 

Col. Ernest B. Wilson, O.B.E., former officer commanding the 1st 

Bn. has been appointed honorary aide-de-camp to Viscount Alexander, 

governor general. He was one of the 36 members of the three-armed 

services appointed last May. After his return from overseas early this year 

he joined the reserve of officers as a colonel. He is chairman of the 

Canadian Legion Poppy Fund. 

 

 

  



Jul 1946    No. 43             THE FOURTY NINER 
 

Page 46 of 49 
 

 

MEMORIAL BOOKLETS 

Before the Loyal Edmonton Regiment returned to Canada last 

autumn, a memorial booklet was printed containing a short history 

of the Regiment in World War I and World War II. It has in it the 

form of the memorial service held in Holland and also a list of 

those who fell, with the name of the battle in which their sacrifice 

was made. 

A copy of this booklet was mailed to each next- of-kin with 

the object in view of letting them know that we keep alive in our 

memories their loved ones. 

A quantity of these booklets is available for members of the 

Regiment who served in World War II if they will enclose five 

cents postage and write the Secretary, Norman Arnold, c/o the 

Forty Niner. 

Whatever quantity is then left after this, will be distributed, as 

far as they will go, among members of the Association. — W. T. 

Cromb. 

Named to Education Post 

Leslie Waller, former officer of the Loyal Edmontons and 

graduate of the University of Alberta, was appointed to the 

curriculum branch of the department of education in an editorial 

capacity last February. Enlisting in July 1940, Mr. Waller went 

overseas in 1941 to join the regiment. As a captain he had 

extensive service with the personnel selection branch and in 1944 

served in Europe as a civil affairs and military government officer. 

From May, 1945, until December, Capt. Waller was second in 

command of the military government detachment at Emden, 

Germany. 

Now Brigade Chief 

Brigadier J. C. Jefferson, C.B.E., D.S.O. and Bar, Croix de 

Guerre, E.D., was named to command a brigade in the reserve 

army last February. Brig. Jefferson first gained prominence for his 

leadership of the Loyal Edmonton’s in Sicily and Italy, and later 

commanded an Infantry brigade on the Western Front. He will 

command the 18th Infantry Brigade. 

Tulloch Takes Prospector Course 

One of the prospectors’ courses offered by the department of 

veterans’ affairs has meant the opening of an interesting life for 

A. P. Tulloch. He went prospecting into the Athabasca country 

last May with a party headed by Richard Murphy. Mr. Tulloch 

went overseas in 1939 with the 1st Bn. and remained with that 

unit throughout the Sicilian and Italian campaigns, returning to 

Canada in 1945 on rotation leave. He married in England and his 

wife followed him over here, arriving in Edmonton five days after 

his own homecoming. Their home is at 12717 121 street. 

V.C. Lauds Loyal Edmontons 

High praise for The Loyal Edmonton Regiment was given last 

May by one of Canada’s great heroes of the Second World War, 

Major J. K. Mahony, V.C., of New Westminter, B.C., when in 

Edmonton to take over duties on the staff of Maj.-Gen. 

Worthington, C.B.E., M.C., Western Army Command. “It was 

one of the finest regiments overseas,” declared the man who won 

the Empire’s highest award for valour in the bitter Moro River 

battle in Italy. 

Chaplain Visits Edmonton 

Lieut.-Col. J. A. MacLellan, formerly of Edmonton, who was 

Roman Catholic chaplain of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment in 

Sicily and Italy, was a visitor in Edmonton last April. Since 

returning from overseas he had been chaplain with Military 

District No. 6 at Halifax, but vacated that post last March and after 

his visit here intended to return east for other work. 

1st Bn. Man’s Home Ransacked 

The home of Mr. and Mrs. James R. Milne, 11012 95 St., was, 

one day last April, “Blitzed”, in a wanton attack by six children 

between five and nine years old when they entered their house and 

went on a wrecking spree. The police say it was the worst case of 

vandalism they had seen in a long time. The pictures shown in the 

daily papers would lead one to believe a tornado had passed that 

way. Every room in the house had been completely ransacked and 

household effects strewn around both inside and outside the 

house. An appeal made through the papers received a ready 

response and a good sum was collected to help the victims to 

replace their damaged and destroyed property. Mr. Milne served 

overseas for five years and was a member of the Loyal 

Edmonton’s. 

 

DUES PAYABLE 

The annual dues for members in the association are 50 cents. This 

entitles a member to the semi-annual issues of the magazine, postpaid. 

Dues can be forwarded to the Corresponding Secy., 11908 92 St., or to 

Neville H. Jones 11252 125 St., or delivered to Earle Hay, Post Office 

Building, Edmonton. Life Membership is $15.00. All the work of our 

association is carried on solely from the subscriptions of the members. 

Members of the 1st Battalion L.E. Regt, can get their memberships 

from Mike’s News. Ask for Bert Millar, also from Bert Hidson, 

Redwood Building. 
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Owing to local conditions our display of photos is limited in this 

issue. 

 

Dennis “Dan” Collins Retires 

Our faithful dispenser of John Collins and other throat slakers, 

Dan, has retired from his service as elevator operator in the post office 

building after 27 years’ service. Now, there is no need to get excited 

as we believe Dan will still be on hand for pouring out the “poison” 

at some of our doings. Dan would be 72 a month after his retirement 

last April and carries his years with his usual grace and dignity. He 

was honoured with a presentation from the employees of the income 

tax department in the form of a billfold. Born in Kent, England, the 

County where the 49th footslogged in 1915, he came to Canada in 

1884 settling in Ontario until 1905, when he came west to Edmonton, 

presumably to grow up with the country. During the First Great War, 

he enlisted with A company, (who D coy., said were always next to 

the band), and later was on H.Q. 49th. All of our boys will wish Dan 

long life to enjoy his retirement in the good “spirit” he always showed 

in his everyday manner. 

Mrs. M. Boyle Vancouver 

We have received word from Mrs. Simpson, widow of A. F. Simpson, 

that Mrs. Boyle, widow of Major Boyle, killed in 1917, is now living 

at 1210 Harwood St. Vancouver. Mrs. Boyle was very prominent in 

voluntary work for the Navy boys during the war. 
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