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REHABILITATION 
The shouting and the tumult dies: Then what? 

It is a deep concern to all thinking citizens as to what will become of 

the soldier on his return to civil life, and most of the older people having 

had the knowledge, if not the experience, of the hard facts of this 

transition period from soldiering and fighting to working and peacetime 

pursuits of the last war, will be wanting to know how efficient are the 

government’s men and plans after this one. 

It is to be hoped in the replacing of men back into useful occupations 

that as much patriotism will be shown and a willingness for hard work be 

displayed as was the case in the prosecution of the war. If the hard facts 

of the problem are faced and as much courage and determination placed 

upon them as with our fight with the enemy, we have no doubts of a 

successful issue. 

After all, what the men want, is not officious pampering and 

handouts, but a decent job at sensible wages, reasonable hours and 

understanding employers. Pensions? Yes, if a man’s condition so 

warrants, not as a charitable gift, but as a necessitous compensation for 

disability. Again, what the man returning to civil life is needing is 

security and friendship, to live and raise a family in decent surroundings; 

the security and friendship he found in his service life, but without the 

arduous living active service entailed. 

Some ask where the money is to come from, and what is there for 

them to do? Well, one needs only to remember where the money came 

from for the destruction war entails and to look at the methods of 

construction necessary for a speedy prosecution of the war and the 

transportation of machines, men and equipment to all points of the globe, 

to be able to translate means and methods into terms of peace. 

To ask yourself the question is to be well on the way to answer as to 

what needs to be done in your own community, in our country and in all 

countries of the world. Does anyone think for a moment that our schools, 

homes, roads, transportation facilities, etc. are what they should be? The 

answer is definitely, No! 

A dominion wide survey should be made in a scientific way to find 

out all sensible needs of any community and to find the best means of 

meeting those needs in whatever manner is found most profitable. Cities 

are in dire need of improvements in housing, modern schools, utilities, 

and all needs to more efficient living and comfort, but, in the country how 

much more need for a technical and scientific approach to better 

standards of life and living! 

With our speedy, modern means of movement, and more leisure time 

given to everyone, more work could be found in our airways and other 

kinds of transportation. It should not be the privilege of a few to travel 

abroad but, if conditions of labour hours were remedied, travel would be 

by the many to the profit and education of all. This broadening of vision 

and travel education was one result of the war, and we all know how our 

young boys gained in knowledge thereby, carried forward into peace as 

an educational measure the beneficial results would be immeasurable. 

The main thing in the matter of returning our boys to peaceful labour 

is the goodwill displayed by all citizens. After all, we make our own con-

ditions, directly or indirectly, the essential is to make up our minds that 

we will not be satisfied with any half measures or half-hearted attempts 

to deal with the question. 

We owe it to our boys, and incidentally to ourselves, to see every 

citizen in our country, commonwealth and the world has all the four 

freedoms of the Atlantic charter: Freedom from Fear, of Religion, Speech 

and Want, and the others of the eight main points dealing with 

international amity. Then can we go forward to a future full of hope, and 

the peace our lads fought for, in strange lands, without counting the cost 

to themselves. Let us then not descend to the counting of costs in their 

return to their homes and peace. 

UNANIMOUS DESIRE THAT YOUNG FORTY- NINERS JOIN OUR 

ASSOCIATION ON EQUAL TERMS 

First and Last Our Late President Hoped and Planned for New 

Veterans to Join with Us — Expected Them to Eventually Take Over 

Offices — More Than One Hundred Have Signed on as Members 

Since Their Return to Edmonton. 

Here in his own words is expressed the desire of the late General 

Griesbach, who on many occasions repeated the hope, that veterans of 

the Loyal Edmonton Regiment would join the Forty-Ninth Battalion 

Association on their return to our midst. This is shared by all of us: 

. . . “the day will come when all our warriors return to Edmonton. Our 

Association is probably the best organized and most active ex-

servicemen’s organization in Canada, and as our soldiers return it will be 

the policy to take them in on precisely equal terms with those who served 

in the last war. This was the effect of a unanimous resolution passed at 

the last general meeting. As the members of the young Battalion (a 

favourite expression of the General’s) return to Edmonton and to civil 

life it is our hope that they join our Association and play their proper part 

in all its undertakings. It follows that in due course these young soldiers 

will take over the offices in our organization and carry it on, relieving 

those, who, since the last demobilization, have given so much time and 

energy to the work of the Association.” 

More than one hundred have already been added to our membership 

list and are starting to play important parts as executive officers and 

active workers in the good and welfare of our Association as a whole. A 

number have become life members, and all are joyfully welcomed into 

our organization which will proudly function with renewed vigour. 

“We, the old guard Forty-Niners Out of which the new line grew, 

Now affirm association with you Forty-Niners new.” 
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GENERAL GRIESBACH, OUR BELOVED FRIEND 

 

Few of our members, and others who read our 

magazine, will not have heard before now of the 

grievous loss we have suffered in the passing of 

our leader, comrade and friend, “Billy” 

Griesbach, who left us for his long rest on 

Sunday, January 21st, 1945, just two weeks after 

at our annual re-union we had seen and talked 

with him. On that occasion, he appeared to all 

outward appearances a little tired and perhaps a 

bit frailer than usual, but the same spirit was 

there as he presided for the last time as our 

Association president. He succumbed to a heart 

attack, immediately following a car drive in the 

afternoon. Death came to him peacefully in his 

home and could not have been accompanied by 

much, if any, pain. 

Had Completed His Memoirs 

On the morning of his death, General 

Griesbach. whom we had seen on many occasions wielding the 

“sword,” had laid aside his “pen,” having finished the writing 

of his memoirs. He had completed a full and faithful service to 

his country as soldier, statesman and leader of men. His last 

work on earth was to write finis to the written record of his 

experiences — a great man had fulfilled his destiny. 

Real Friend and True Comrade 

With his sudden passing, the shock to all of us was a heavy 

one, shared by his countless friends, who, though not 

associated with the Forty-Ninth Battalion, were deeply 

appreciative of the great contribution of service and of 

friendship, General Griesbach had made throughout his entire 

life. To us, former war and peacetime comrades, whom he so 

dearly loved, he was especially close. His personal regard for 

so many, to whom he had been such a generous benefactor, 

had won for him a cherished place in the hearts of thousands. 

He was a real friend and true comrade to people of all ranks 

and stations of life. Our very own “Billy” Griesbach will 

forever be with us in spirit, even to the going out of the last 

man among us who knew him for the great man he was. 

Exemplified Justice and Fair Play 

Many others, besides us, have paid tribute to, and eulogized 

our war and peacetime leader, but few knew, as we who served 

with and under him, his true worth and sterling qualities. He 

was truly a man’s man to whom none ever went with a just 

complaint, grievance or wrong that deserved to be righted 

without getting action towards something being 

done, if not immediate redress. We honour him 

for what he was and did, as well as for the better 

men he made of us for our contact and association 

with him. He left us a priceless heritage in the 

example he set of fair play and justice, to be 

emulated by the thousands who came under his 

wholesome influence. May we not let him down 

by failing to be the men he always believed we 

were. 

Funeral Service and Address A fitting 

farewell to General Griesbach was bade at his 

funeral which was held on Wednesday afternoon, 

January 24th. The highest civil and military 

dignitaries attended the services in All Saints’ 

Cathedral. It was an impressive religious and 

military spectacle. It was a sorrowful farewell to 

a good citizen and comrade. Dean A. M. Trendell conducted 

the service in the cathedral where Major-General Hon. W. A. 

Griesbach. C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., V.D., had long been a 

regular and faithful communicant. A simple but eloquent 

tribute to the great soldier was paid by the Dean in his address. 

He said that General Griesbach had always been considerate of 

the men under his command and would never order them to do 

something which he was not prepared to do himself. This was 

the mark of the true Christian. In the crowded cathedral, Dean 

Trendell further eulogized the General, part of his address 

being: 

“The titles and distinctions which have been bestowed from 

time to time on Maj.-Gen. Griesbach . . . bear testimony to the 

fact that Canada has lost a great soldier and a great leader. ... I 

know you would like me today to go beneath all these honors 

and distinctions and say a word about the man himself. . . . 

There would not be such widespread mourning today if Billy 

Griesbach possessed only his high position of senator and 

major general. It is because the heart of the man was sound, his 

principles right and his integrity sure. The general public was 

not aware of all the general had done for individual returned 

men. 

“Mrs. Griesbach has been greatly touched by the many 

letters from individuals telling of past kindnesses and help 

which her husband gave to them. . . . Men are judged by what 

they have done to help their fellowmen. Men are united today 

in honouring a great soldier, a great statesman and a great 

Christian.”
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High Dignitaries Attended Service 

At the church service, Hon. J. C. Bowen, lieutenant-governor, and 

Mrs. Bowen were in attendance, Premier E. C. Manning and other 

members of the provincial cabinet and a large representation from 

District and Supreme Court judges. Seated also in the cathedral were 

other dignitaries of civic, public and military organizations. Among 

the mourners were some hundred or more members of the 49th 

Battalion Association. 

Body Borne on Gun Carriage 

The funeral cortege left the church behind the coffin, draped with 

the Union Jack and bearing Major General Griesbach’s cap, Sam 

Browne belt and sword. A gun limber drawn by an artillery tractor 

carried the coffin in the procession. A charger, bearing the soldier’s 

reversed boots and spurs in the stirrups, followed the gun carriage. 

Next in the march to the cemetery was CSM O. W. (Bill) Elliott, 

M.M., who carried a velvet cushion with the General’s medals. 

High Ranking Military Pall Bearers 

Honorary pall bearers walked beside the gun carriage. They were 

Brig. F. M. W. Harvey, V.C., M.C., district officer commanding M.D. 

13; Col. H. Dyde, M.C., former military secretary to Hon. J. L. 

Ralston; Col. E. R. Knight, Calgary, officer commanding the 41st 

Reserve Brigade Group; Col. F. C. Jamieson, K.C., V.D., former 

officer commanding the Edmonton Fusiliers; Lt. Col. L. C. Harris, 

one time commander of the 1st Edmonton Regiment, 49th Battalion; 

Lt.-Col. A. H. Elliott, V.D., former officer commanding No. 13A 

District Depot; Lt.-Col. R. W. Hale, M.C., area commandant and Col. 

W. F. W. Hancock, head of the Alberta Division, R.C.M.P. and 

Warrant Officers of the Edmonton District Garrison. 

Chief mourners and Hon. J. C. Bowen followed in cars. 

Procession to Cemetery 

As the funeral procession moved off from the cathedral at slow 

march, the band of the 2nd (R) Bn. Edmonton Regiment 49th played 

Handel’s Dead March in Saul. Air Force units from the N.W. Air 

Command, a platoon of U.S. Army Air Forces, the R.C.M.P., city 

police force platoon, Army and Navy Veterans of Canada and 

members of various returned men’s organizations marched to the 

cemetery through streets lined with thousands of citizens. 

Thirteen-Gun Salute 

Interment was made in the Edmonton Cemetery, where in front of 

the mausoleum the coffin was removed from the gun limber and laid 

on a stand. Veterans of the 49th Bn. and other old comrades marched 

past. A short burial service with Dean Trendell officiating was read, 

after which three volleys from rifles of the firing party were fired, 

followed by the bugle sounding of Last Post. A thirteen-gun salute 

was fired from a battery of artillery concealed near the cemetery 

entrance. Numerous civilian friends were at the cemetery to pay their 

last respects. 

Acting Garrison W01 RSM F. W. Purkis was the over-all director 

of those who marched. Lt.-Col. R. W. Hale, M.C., area commandant, 

made all arrangements for the military and other units in attendance 

Association Members Did Not March 

One hundred or more members of the 49th Battalion Association 

paraded from the mustering point near the Masonic Temple and 

marched in a body to the cathedral. They did not proceed on foot to 

the cemetery but made their way there by car or otherwise. Many 

there were among the members who were disappointed over the 

announcement beforehand that they would not officially march in the 

cortege immediately behind the gun carriage which bore the remains 

to the General’s last resting place. The preliminary parade to the 

church was in charge of Major R. C. Arthurs, M.C. 

Tributes Paid Across Canada 

Numerous tributes to the memory of General Griesbach were paid 

by many newspapers across Canada as well as by leaders in all walks 

of civilian and military life. Among these, only a few are reprinted, 

hereunder. They all go to show the very high respect and place of 

honour the late General commanded as a fearless fighter, Imperialist, 

legislator and good citizen of his country. 

From the Saskatoon Star-Phoenix 

By conviction an imperialist, Senator Griesbach left no one in 

doubt of his stand, as for instance when he said, many years ago: “I 

believe the British Empire to be the greatest factor on earth for peace, 

justice and liberty, and Canada’s highest destiny to be an integral 

portion thereof and exercising in due course a dominating influence 

therein.” 

From the Vancouver Province 

Senator Griesbach was a life-long Conservative and a staunch 

believer in the wisdom and usefulness of the British Empire and of 

Canada’s unqualified membership in it. He represented Canada in 

commissions in Britain and Australia and did not hesitate to express 

his individual views when they clashed with those of his confreres. 

He was pitiless in his attack on any tendencies to reaction in 

matters military. The Conservative minister of militia in 1914-1918 

felt the weight of Griesbach’s forthright criticism on such matters as 

the Ross rifle. This rugged westerner was never in the accepted sense 

a politician. 

In this war. Griesbach was an efficient — and immensely popular 

— inspector-general for the west, until he retired because of ill health 

in 1943. His long and crowded life was a continuous record of good 

work done with energy and cheerfulness. He was a splendid 

Canadian, a first-class soldier, a typical westerner and very much a 

man’s man. 

From the Toronto Telegram 

It was at Hannut, Belgium, on Feb. 7, 1919, that Brig-Gen. 

Griesbach said farewell to the 1st Brigade (1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th 

Battalions) billeted thereabouts and drawn up in a hollow square for 

his last inspection. He spoke . . . from an army wagon. From the 

notebook of a newspaperman then serving in the brigade and now on 

The Evening Telegram staff the final passage of that speech is here 

quoted: 
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“We have seen some stirring times together and accomplished 

some great things. We have been the 1st Brigade, not only in the 

matter of numbers but also in achievement. ... You have never failed 

in any respect, anytime, anywhere, and I am very, very proud of you 

and proud to have the honour of commanding you.” 

The words ceased almost abruptly, and the writer looked up to 

learn what occasioned the pause. The brigadier had descended from 

the wagon and was dabbing at his eyes with a handkerchief. It was a 

wrench to leave that battle-tried command, already preparing for 

demobilization, but Gen. Griesbach had passed up one session of the 

house of commons, to which he was elected from West Edmonton in 

1917 and felt it his duty to attend the next. 

A very gallant officer and capable commander, as thousands of 

men who served under him can testify. 

From the Edmonton Bulletin 

The sudden death of Senator Griesbach is a shock to the people 

of the city and district, as it will be to thousands of veterans of the 

First Great War scattered across the Dominion, to members of 

parliament and political leaders of all parties. Born in Fort 

Qu’Appelle, he spent his life from early manhood in Edmonton, save 

when absent on military and parliamentary duty. 

It is as a soldier that the late Senator and Major General has been 

most widely known, a long list of honors attesting his services in three 

wars. In this he followed in the footsteps of his father, who began 

military life in India and died some years ago at Victoria, B.C., as a 

retired Superintendent of the R.C.M.P. 

But in civic and political life, the Senator was also active, 

particularly in early years. A young lawyer, he was elected to the 

town council of Edmonton in 1903 and became mayor of the city in 

1907. In 1917 he was elected members of the House of Commons for 

West Edmonton and appointed to the Senate in 1921. 

After the outbreak of the present war Senator Griesbach was 

recalled to service as Inspector General of the Army in western 

Canada. Some months ago, failing health compelled his retirement 

from this position, but a serious breakdown was not apprehended and 

news of his death comes as a complete surprise. 

An exceedingly active public life is thus brought to a close, and 

Edmonton has lost one of its most distinguished citizens. 

From the Edmonton Journal 

To the people of this city Major-General Griesbach’s military 

career was a source of intense pride. They manifested this in a striking 

manner by the personal welcome they extended to him on his return 

from the last war loaded with honors. Much outstanding public 

service was rendered by him in peacetime as well. The news of his 

death has caused keen sorrow and he will be greatly missed. 

A native of the Canadian west, he was a thoroughgoing westerner 

in every way. Nearly all of his life was spent in and around 

Edmonton. At 29 he became the “boy mayor” of the young city, after 

having been an alderman for some time. Already he had sought a seat 

in the first legislature of the province and politics became one of his 

constant interests. While overseas in 1917 he was elected to the house 

of commons and on his completion of one term he was appointed to 

the senate. Because, when he discussed a subject, he expressed his 

strongly held opinions and did so frankly and vigorously, his 

parliamentary speeches seldom failed to attract wide attention. 

It is for his military achievements, however, that he will be best 

remembered. Soldiering was in his blood his father having been one 

of the early R.N.W.M.P. officers. He was a trooper in the South 

African war and on his return home he devoted himself energetically 

to militia work. To those who did so at that time in the face of many 

discouragements the country owes much. When the first world war 

broke out Major Griesbach, as he then was, went overseas in the 19th 

Alberta Dragoons with the first Canadian forces and returned to 

Edmonton the next year to organize that famous regiment, the 49th. 

Becoming a brigadier-general, he commanded the 1st Infantry 

brigade with great distinction during the last part of the war. 

In 1921 he was appointed major-general and he remained a 

prominent military figure throughout the years of uneasy peace. No 

one recognized more clearly on what an insecure basis it rested, and 

he lost no opportunity of impressing on his countrymen the need of 

being prepared for a renewal of the struggle. When this came, he was 

ready to serve once more and as inspector-general he had a large part 

in building up the present Canadian army. 

The work that he did in that capacity was a heavy strain upon a 

man of his age. But it was hoped that, following his retirement, he 

would have many years of activity ahead of him. His untimely 

passing is deeply mourned by all his fellow-citizens and especially 

by the large company of those who were so fortunate as to possess 

his friendship and prized it so greatly. 

Gracious and Friendly at All Times 

From R. M. Cantion, a former Forty-niner, now general manager 

of The Saskatoon Star- Phoenix, came the following personal 

reference and tribute: 

“The last time I saw the General was in Regina about two years 

ago. He was there on military business and I had the pleasure of 

having breakfast with him. It was a chance meeting as we were both 

entering the dining room of the hotel at the same time. He was very 

gracious and so friendly that he made me feel at ease right away. As 

soon as I told him I was a Forty-niner, he plied me with questions, 

and we talked of old times for long after breakfast was over. 

“It is too bad there are not more Billy Griesbachs in these 

troublous times and what a shame that he should have to go just when 

hopes of victory are near to fulfillment.” 

From the Winnipeg Free Press 

For a great many westerners something of the real flavor of life 

will have disappeared with the news of Gen. Griesbach’s death. 

Wherever Billy Griesbach was, it was never dull, and this applied not 

only to veterans’ meetings in his hometown but to the stately chamber 

of the senate. It applied also to the front line in France of nearly 30 
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years ago. The 49th Battalion and, later, the 1st Infantry Brigade, 

never permitted life to be dull for the Germans. They were always 

being kept busy and upset. 

The career of this colorful man provides a more real clue to life in 

this country than most of us care to realize. He was by profession a 

lawyer, but primarily he was a soldier. Three times in the course of 

his 67 years he was in uniform. First of all as a young man in the Boer 

War. This episode ended, he returned to civilian clothes. But by 1914 

he was at it again. Finally, to his tremendous joy, he was brought from 

retirement in 1940 and became the best inspector general Canada has 

ever had. 

He was not a routine man. His methods, his manners and his 

language were alike unorthodox, but some day an historian, rum-

maging through the files of the department of defence will find Gen. 

Griesbach’s reports, and he will find acute observation so frankly 

expressed that he will wonder that the edges of the paper were not 

scorched. 

On one occasion he found himself, again in his capacity as M.P., 

on the platform of a meeting filled with academic dignitaries who 

were hoping to raise funds for McGill university. The genial general, 

when called upon to speak, glared at his audience and remarked that 

he was blessed if he knew what he was doing there. He had, he said, 

never “socked with Socrates or ripped with Euripides,” but he had 

wanted to come because it gave him a chance to meet Sir Arthur 

Currie again. 

He was a Tory and an imperialist, and his thinking about French-

Canada was dominated by the Battle of the Plains of Abraham. These 

characteristics reduced the number of his admirers. But if anyone ever 

talked to an old member of the 49th Battalion or the 1st Infantry 

Brigade, he would rapidly discover that Gen. Griesbach did not lack 

for them and did not miss those who were not included in the circle. 

He was a man of real quality, of the kind the prairies produced in 

quantity in its early days. It would be good to have assurance that they 

are still turning out the same type. 

Below are from of the tributes expressed by leaders in various 

walks of life: 

Hon. J. C. Bowen, lieutenant-governor: In the passing of Maj.-

Gen. Griesbach, Alberta mourns the loss of a distinguished citizen, 

soldier and statesman. 

A native son of the west, Gen. Griesbach made a very effective 

contribution to the political and military life of the province and 

dominion. His public life was notable for his strong convictions, 

forthright and fearless opinions. 

He established a record of great distinction in Canada’s military 

life. On active service in South Africa, in the First Great War and in 

the present conflict as inspector general for western Canada, Gen. 

Griesbach’s energy and military knowledge and skill marked his 

services to his country as of outstanding worth. 

Hon. W. A. Fallow, acting premier - The death of Gen. 

Griesbach removes from legal, military and veterans’ circles a 

brilliant and active gentleman. His career as a soldier brought him to 

the highest distinction and world-wide acclaim while in this province 

he was nonetheless known for his activities in politics and many other 

spheres. The government of Alberta joins in tributes extended to Gen. 

Griesbach and offers sincere condolences to Mrs. Griesbach. 

Col. F. C. Jamieson, VD: He possessed an unusual natural ability 

for solving military problems. He always showed the greatest 

sympathy toward younger and junior men of the army. 

The general public is not aware of all the work General Griesbach 

did for individual returned servicemen. 

Personally, he was a friend of long standing and one with whom 

I was closely associated since we were both quite young. 

My own sorrow at his passing is very great. 

Harold E. Tanner, president of Edmonton Branch No. 24 of the 

Canadian Legion, B.E.S.L.: 

General Griesbach was a deservedly popular officer while serving 

at the front with the boys in the last war. His men had the utmost 

confidence in his leadership and judgment. 

Since the last war he has been most active in keeping the spirit of 

the old 49th Battalion of Edmonton alive through the battalion 

association. 

He was a splendid leader among the boys of the old battalion just 

as he had been in France. He did a great part in keeping the 

organization alive and flourishing. 

As a member of the old 49th Bn. as well as head of the Edmonton 

branch of the Legion, I join with my comrades in this expression of 

genuine sorrow on the passing of a great Edmonton soldier. 

Hon. J. A. MacKinnon, minister of trade and commerce: The 

passing of Senator Griesbach has removed one of the pioneer citizens 

of Alberta and broken a notable link with the early days of Edmonton. 

I knew Senator Griesbach ever since my arrival in Edmonton many 

years ago and I can testify to the affection he always felt for our city. 

His public career began with service in the municipal field before it 

broadened out to include participation in our national affairs. In this 

war as in the last he was quick to realize the menace which faces 

Canada and the Empire and his active part with the Canadian forces 

despite his advanced years formed a worthy sequel to his leadership 

of Edmonton’s famed 49th battalion in the last great struggle. Eager 

to preserve the influence of the British heritage he was also at the 

same time convinced that Canada had great gifts of her own to 

contribute to the progress of the Empire and the world. I join with his 

many friends in expressing my sorrow at the passing of this colorful 

and forceful figure and my sincerest sympathy to the bereaved. 
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James Walker, President Edmonton Chamber of Commerce: 

The passing of Maj.-Gen. Griesbach, will be deeply regretted by. the 

citizens of Edmonton. His has been a useful life. Since his early 

manhood he has been an outstanding figure, devoting himself 

wholeheartedly to the civic, political and military life of the 

community, in which he showed great leadership. In these spheres of 

activity his services were of such a high standard as to merit unusual 

distinction that will long preserve his memory as a great Canadian. 

Gerald O’Connor, K.C.: Throughout the years I have known 

him well both as a friend and business partner. No finer friend ever 

lived. His death will be a distinct loss to Canada. He will be mourned 

by a host of friends, his comrades of the Great War and thousands in 

all walks of life throughout the Dominion. 

Col. W. F. W. Hancock, R.C.M.P., Edmonton: I am very sorry 

to hear of the death of Maj.-Gen. Griesbach. He was a very great 

friend of the force, due to the fact that he was the son of one of the 

first officers in this area. His father, officer-commanding of the Royal 

Northwest Mounted Police at Fort Saskatchewan, was “No 1”—the 

first man to join that organization. 

S. C. S. Kerr, K.C., president of the Edmonton branch of the 

Canadian Corps Association: General Griesbach was a first-rate 

soldier in the field and his senior officers always thought very highly 

of his ability in all situations. 

Concern for the well-being of the men serving under him was one 

of his outstanding merits, a characteristic that is present with all 

successful military leaders. 

He was always zealous of full credit going to the soldiers under 

his command. When he commanded the 49th Bn. in France, 

headquarters were promptly made aware of every move of the unit, 

even the most minor trench raid. 

In public affairs he was a man of strong convictions. He was 

downright in his opinion but even those who disagreed with him 

always respected his sincerity. 

Association Voices Sorrow 

At a special meeting of the executive of the 49th Battalion 

association to make arrangements for members at large to attend the 

funeral of their president, Maj.-Gen. W. A. Griesbach, tributes were 

paid to the memory of their leader. 

“Our beloved friend and comrade is dead,” it declared, “and his 

loss is a great blow to our association members. He understood us, 

and we him, in a very close relationship which few, other than ex-

soldiers, can ever realize. 

“No man with a wrong to be righted or in need of deserving help 

ever went to Gen. Griesbach without a genuine personal effort being 

made to get something done. 

“He was more than a common friend to the soldier, no matter what 

his rank, as well as to thousands in all walks of civilian life. 

 

“He made decisions with justice and he will be remembered as a 

gallant leader who moulded the men of our battalion into a fighting 

unit whose members, without exception, were devoted to him. 

“Gen. Griesbach well deserved the loyal support he was always 

given by his men. The part he played in holding old soldiers of the 

49th in close association ever since they returned to civil life is 

noteworthy and we proudly paid allegiance to our president. 

“All Canada must recall that without question both in and out of 

parliament he foretold and warned of what lay ahead, and of what 

eventually did happen when the Nazis plunged the world into war. 

‘His place in our midst cannot be filled. We mourn his loss. His 

efforts on behalf of returned servicemen generally never were fully 

recognized and his courageous stand on vital matters having to do 

with the defence of Canada and the welfare of our country sprang 

from an honest conviction for what he believed to be right. 

“Our heartfelt sympathy goes out to Mrs. Griesbach who well 

understands the love and respect we had for the general. He has left 

us a priceless legacy and the memory of an upright gallant gentleman 

and soldier who gave his best that we might benefit.” 

Army and Navy Veterans Honour General 

At the annual general meeting of the Army and Navy Veterans’ 

Association, Edmonton unit, held on Jan. 28th, members honoured 

the memory of their former comrade Maj.-Gen. W. A. Griesbach who 

was honorary president of the provincial command and a trustee of 

the Edmonton club. The president, Harry D. Lynn paid a tribute to 

the general and during the meeting the colours were on the wall and 

the charter draped in crepe. 

Many more expressions of regret and glowing tributes to the late 

general were made. Those which are reprinted here will give some 

idea of the wide feeling of sorrow which was caused by his passing, 

and we as an association feel pleased and proud that there was so 

great a number who knew him for the great man he truly was among 

his fellowmen. 

Brief History of General Griesbach 

Jack Oliver, business editor of The Edmonton Bulletin, grew up 

in Edmonton during the lifetime of General Griesbach and was well 

qualified and informed through his long friendship with him to pen 

the following brief account in his paper to cover the most salient 

features of the General’s prominent and colourful career. We feel that 

because Mr. Oliver has dealt with his subject matter so thoroughly in 

the short article he wrote, the Forty-Niner could not do better than to 

reprint it as an accurate record and chronicle of the life of this noted 

soldier and imperialist. 

Born in 1878 

Maj.-Gen. the Hon. William Antrobus Griesbach was born at 

Qu’Appelle, Sask., Jan. 3, 1878, the son of the late Lt.-Col. Arthur 

Henry Griesbach, E.N.W.M.P., an original member of that great 

force, and Emma Griesbach. 
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At an early age he went to Winnipeg to complete his education at 

St. John’s College. 

When the South African War broke out, he was among the first to 

enlist in the Canadian contingent. He served with the Canadian 

Mounted Rifles as a trooper from 1899 to 1901. In South Africa he 

participated in the operations in Orange Free State, the Transvaal, 

Cape Colony and other points. He was awarded for this service the 

Queen’s Medal with four clasps. 

On his return from service in South Africa he decided to follow a 

career in law. He qualified and his first office was in the building of 

The Edmonton Bulletin. 

Responding to the wishes of many friends that he serve in a public 

capacity, he stood for election to the city council and served as an 

alderman in 1905-1906. The next year he was elected as mayor. 

When the non-permanent active militia was organized in 1906, he 

was commissioned as a lieutenant in the 19th Alberta Dragoons. By 

1908 he had been promoted to the rank of captain and in 1910 had 

attained his majority. 

When the Great War broke out in 1914 the 19th Dragoons 

volunteered as a unit and Major Griesbach was among the first to 

offer his services. Going overseas with the unit as second in command 

he was appointed second in command of the 1st Canadian Divisional 

Cavalry Squadron, which was formed from the special service 

squadron of the 19th Dragoons. 

In December,1914, he was recalled from overseas, appointed a 

lieutenant-colonel and named as officer to command the 49th Bat-

talion. 

Recruiting of the 49th, which was destined to become one of the 

most famous battalions in the mighty Canadian Corps, commenced 

in the first week of January 1915, and within a week it had been 

recruited to full strength. 

That winter was spent in intensive training in buildings at the 

Exhibition Grounds which had been converted into bunkhouses. 

In June 1915, the 49th left for overseas and after a period of 

training at Shorncliffe, England, went to France in September 1915. 

In France the regiment was brigaded with the Royal Canadian 

Regiment, the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry and the 

42nd Royal Highlanders of Canada from Montreal, to form the great 

“Silver Seventh” Brigade of the 3rd Canadian Division. 

Later the 49th Battalion adopted as its sub-title “The Edmonton 

Regiment,” and this unit formed the parent unit to The Loyal 

Edmonton Regiment of today. 

Maj-Gen. Griesbach commanded the 49th Battalion at 

Ploegsteerte and Remmel in 1915; at Ypres, Hooge, Sanctuary Wood, 

Mount Sorrel and the Somme in 1916 and in the investiture of Vimy 

Ridge in the winter of 1916-1917. 

In February of 1917 he said farewell to his old battalion. 

Promotion had come again and appointed brigadier, he was given 

command of the 1st Canadian Infantry Brigade of the 1st Canadian 

Division. 

First Brigade 

He commanded the 1st Brigade in the attack on Vimy Ridge on 

April 9, 1917, and the following subsequent operations, Arleux, 

Fresnoy, Lens, Hill 70, Passchendaele in 1917; the defence of Arras, 

operations in front of Amiens, the Freynes-Rouvroy lines, the 

Drocourt-Queant line; canal du Nord, Cambrai, Valenciennes and 

Mons in 1918. 

He won many honors. He was made a Companion of the Bath and 

a Companion of the Order of St. Michael and St. George. He was 

awarded the Distinguished Service Order twice and was awarded the 

Victorian Decoration for long service. 

As a member of the bar, he was made a King’s Counsel. 

In 1917 he stood as a soldiers’ candidate for parliament and was 

elected as member for West Edmonton. 

He did not stand for re-election at the 1921 general election, but 

on Sept. 15, 1921, he was called to the Senate of the Dominion of 

Canada and retained his seat therein until his death. 

He was appointed a major-general in 1921. 

When this war broke out, he volunteered his services. In 1940 he 

was appointed inspector-general of the Canadian Army in Western 

Canada a post he held until his realization of failing health caused 

him to resign in 1943. 

Headed Legal Firm 

In law he was head of the firm of Griesbach O’Connor and 

O’Connor. In politics he was a Conservative. He was a member of 

the Edmonton, and Canadian Clubs, being president of the latter in 

1910-1911. In religion he was an Anglican. 

He was widely known for his vigorous debating style and color 

and force in his literary work. 

He was engaged in writing his autobiography and had the first 

volume well advanced. Only a few days before his death he had 

visited The Bulletin office with a view to consulting old files to 

refresh his memory on events in connection with the inaugural 

ceremonies in September 1905, in connection with establishing 

Alberta as a province. 

One of his greatest pleasures was to meet old soldiers. His office 

in the National Trust building was a rendezvous for not only men who 

had fought in the great 49th Battalion, but who had served in the 1st, 

2nd, 3rd and 4th Battalions forming the 1st Brigade. 
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Gun carriage bears body to last resting place. 

 

The “touches” or “loans” he made to the old soldiers ran into 

hundreds of dollars a year, and of course he never expected them to 

be paid back. 

At the front he was always held in the greatest respect by the men 

under him, and he was known as an officer who never asked the men 

to do anything or go anyplace, he would not do or go himself. 

On the night of May 1, 1916, the 49th was attacked on Mount 

Sorrel. The battalion at that time was equipped with the Ross rifle. 

When the 49th opened rapid fire on the advancing Huns, many rifles 

jammed after a few rounds — as was a habit under such 

circumstances. The 49th went up over the top and at the Huns with 

fists, bayonets and rifle butts and the Huns retreated in a hurry. Maj-

Gen. Griesbach sent a “hot” report on the subject, which was 

reportedly so “hot” that it reached 1st British Army headquarters in a 

couple of hours. The result was that in a few days not only the 49th 

but the entire 3rd Division had obtained Lee-Enfield rifles. 

 

Great Interest 

One of his greatest interests was the 49th Battalion Association, 

the organization which banded together men who had fought with the 

49th. He was its perennial president and always presided at its annual 

banquets as he did at that held as recently as Jan. 6. 

He was a past-president of the Army and Navy Veterans 

Association. 

He was a champion of imperialism. Since the present war broke 

out, he had written much and given many addresses in support of this 

subject. He had visited Australia several years ago as a member of a 

delegation. 

His views on military’ matters always were valued and sought 

after. 

Between wars he consistently advocated preparation for another 

war. 

On Jan. 6, 1906, he married Miss Janet Scott McDonald Lauder, 

daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. James Lauder, pioneer 

Edmontonian’s, who survives him. 
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HOW WAR WOULD END WAS PREDICTED  
IN ALMOST EXACT SEQUENCE OF EVENTS BY FAR-SIGHTED GENERAL GRIESBACH 

 

Our beloved General gave warnings on numerous occasions since 

hostilities ended in 1918 that another war was coming. He preached 

preparedness and the folly of being indifferent to all the many signs 

that we would be at grips with the Hun within twenty years in a much 

more terrible conflict. This is exactly what did happen and when his 

prophetic words came true those who had ridiculed the idea, even in 

parliament, and other seats of the mighty, were loath to give credit 

where credit was due. One can quite easily realize what a difference 

it would have been had some of his wise advice and far-seeing 

counsel been heeded. 

How near a true prophet our late General and President of our 

Association was! As far back as the January 1940 issue, he said he 

thought he saw in the faces of the young Forty-Niners something of 

the look which the old lads had — a certain cheekiness, a sort of 

recklessness . . . ready to explode on small or indeed no provocation 

at all and back of it all resolution, vigour and courage. How true and 

prophetic his words were has been attested by the accomplishments 

of those grand lads who have fought the good fight in the Loyal Ed-

monton Regiment. 

In his editorial of July 1940, General Griesbach concluded in part 

by saying: “We believe as firmly as we believe anything that sooner 

or later, we shall emerge . . . victorious; that in doing so we shall 

remove from the world the threat of barbarism, terrorism and 

beastliness.” What a pity it is that he was not spared to see V-E Day 

and all it meant. He was very emphatic in what he said in our January 

1941 issue. “Of course we shall win, for, in the words of Rt. Hon. 

Winston Churchill . . . ‘We shall fight on the beaches, we shall, fight 

on the landing grounds, in the fields, in the streets and in the hills. We 

shall never surrender’.” 

The last forecast as to how the war would end was made in the 

General’s editorial of January 1943. It is reprinted in part to show 

how near he came to what really did happen: 

“The Germans and Italians will be completely booted out of 

Africa. The invasion of Italy by the Allies will follow. The Allies will 

have knocked out the Italian fleet and will have attained air 

superiority. The Italians will seek to make peace, thereupon the 

Germans will turn upon them. Italian troops will join the Allies and 

in due course the Germans will be driven back to the Brenner Pass 

which they will probably hold until the end of the war. 

“Meanwhile the Germans, having depleted their army in Russia, 

the Russians will get going along their whole front. Italian, Rumanian 

and Hungarian divisions serving with the Germans will endeavour to 

break away from the Germans and return to their own countries. This 

will cause serious fighting, all to the greater embarrassment of the 

Germans. Meanwhile, the Russians will push on and finally reach the 

boundaries of Germany. At this point the Germans will ask for an 

armistice to permit of the discussion of the terms of peace. Allied 

commanders in the field . . . will reply that since they demand 

unconditional surrender of Germany no discussion and no armistice 

is required. The war will continue. 

“The Allies will attempt and probably successfully carry out an 

invasion of Europe. An allied army at that moment will march 

eastward from the sea in the direction of Germany. The Russians will 

probably be the first to invade Germany in full force. . . . Most of the 

war criminals, however, will, by that time, have made their escape 

into the interior of Germany. . . . Stalin will, by that time, announce 

his intention of occupying at least half of Germany. . . . With the 

Russians in possession of the eastern half of Germany and . . . the 

Allies in the western half for a period of say six months, it can be 

assumed that the Germans will have learned their lesson and upon 

this foundation terms of peace can be dictated that will ensure peace 

in Europe for the next fifty years. 

“Based upon past experience and common sense, any peace treaty 

with Germany will be worthless unless it rests upon the armed 

strength of the Allies ... a gigantic police force ... in a state of constant 

readiness. ... As in the past, so in the future, the greatest enemy of 

liberty-loving people will not be our late enemies but the pacifists, 

appeasers and lazy-minded, timid souls within our own boundaries 

who are incapable of learning and understanding the real nature of 

the situation and who, running true to form, will paralyze public 

opinion and hamstring our military preparations.” 

These truly remarkable words were penned on December 12th, 

1942, and all that was predicted came to pass in almost exact 

sequence of time and events. An opinion is ventured that certainly no 

Canadian military leader ever thought in a line that even approached 

what really did happen than what our General said. What a pity it is 

that the clear thinking of this valiant soldier was not more widely 

recognized! 
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COMMANDS BATTALION 

IN FIRST LIVE ACTION 

Still in the Fight to the Japs’ Finish. 

To Brig. J. C. Jefferson, D.S.O. and Bar., E.D., Croix de Guerre, fell 

the honour of leading the Loyal Edmonton Regiment into its baptism of 

fire at Sicily, and he declared to reporters of our local papers this was the 

greatest honour of nearly six years’ service. 

Generous Praise for His Men 

“No regimental commander ever went into action with men 

possessing such marvellous spirit and determination. I spent a day with 

the regiment at the time of the crossing of the Rhine. I was amazed to see 

how many of the former N.C.O.’s had become commissioned officers,” 

Brig. Jefferson said. 

He also gave praise to all the Canadians as fighting men: “The 

Canadian will do anything asked of him no matter how difficult, with 

wonderful spirit and determination, providing he has good leadership. 

The Canadian will demand good leadership, however, which of course, 

is an old story in the fighting services.” He added that he considered the 

Canadian Army has had a good standard of leadership in this war. 

Traditional Esprit de Corps Shown 

To any old soldier, an officer who gives sincere tribute to his men is 

recognized as a real leader, and we can well understand the response 

given to Brig. Jefferson by all ranks under his command when the real 

and final test of a good soldier arrived, and they got their first taste of 

war’s realities. 

We had no doubt in our minds, when we gave our “sons” an official 

sendoff in 1939 and had a good look at the type of men they were, that 

they would truly uphold the high traditions of our regiment. This has been 

amply proven on the several fields of action in which our boys have 

fought so well and ably, and we feel good leaders and good leadership 

which makes for the “esprit de crops” necessary for success was there in 

full measure. 

On New Assignment 

Brig. Jefferson arrived back in late May, but unfortunately only had 

a day or so in Edmonton, so we were unable to thank him personally for 

his work overseas. His new assignment at Vernon, B.C., training troops 

for the Pacific war made his stay here a very short one; however, we hope 

he will be able to come to Edmonton for the return of the battalion. 

Lunches with Regiment Before Rhine 

The Brigadier had lunch with the regiment just before the start of the 

Rhine battle, and spent the whole day with them shaking hands with just 

about everybody. He missed Col. Stone but Major Alan Macdonald was 

there. 

Receives Promotions 

Enlisting as a private in the perpetuating unit he was holding the 

rank of Major with H.Q. company, from the day of mobilization in Sept. 

1939. Brig. Jefferson was in command of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment 

from Dec. 14, 1942, to Jan. 28, 1944. 

Promoted, he was flown to England to command the Fifth Infantry 

Brigade of the Second Division. A month later he was transferred to the 

Fourth Canadian Armoured Division and appointed to command the 10th 

Infantry Brigade with that Division. He took this brigade to France in 

July 1944 and commanded it until the day Field Marshal Montgomery 

accepted the surrender of the German armies in Northwest Europe. 

Leaving that day, Brig. Jefferson was in London on V-E Day, which he 

spent getting a new kit together, as he had lost most of it in the last battle 

they fought. 

 

Praises Officers 

“The Regiment suffered a great loss in the death of Maj. Bill Bury, 

M.C. He was a fine officer, greatly respected by all ranks.” Of Maj. 

Johnny Dougan, M.C., he said: “A very cool, efficient and fearless 

customer.” He recalled how he had last seen Capt. Harper Prowse, when 

the latter was being carried out after being wounded at Ortona.” 

Decorated for Leadership 

Brig. Jefferson’s work as a leader was recognized both while with the 

battalion in Sicily, Italy, and also in the European theatre with the 10th 

Infantry Brigade. He landed in France with his brigade in July, one month 

after the invasion. 

Welcomed by His Wife 

Mrs. Jefferson, who met her husband in Montreal, accompanied him 

to Vernon, B.C. Mrs. Jefferson was indefatigable in her work with the 

Ladies’ ’Auxiliary of the regiment, and was rarely absent from the 

railway station when any of the boys returned from overseas. She ably 

carried on at the Home Front while her husband was at the Battle Fronts, 

and deep gratitude is felt for the work carried on by her and all the other 

ladies of our very efficient Auxiliary. 

Tendered Dinner 

Executives of the Gas Company entertained our Brigadier before he 

left the city at the Edmonton Club. Julian Garrett, general manager, 

welcomed the officer home in a brief address. All were fellow employees 

as “Jeff” had held the position of manager of the service department 

before going overseas.
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UNMISTAKEABLE EVIDENCE OF MUTUAL 

UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN BOTH OLD AND YOUNG VETERANS AT RE-UNION 

 
Visitors at Dinner Marvelled at Spirit Demonstrated - Record Attendance of War Comrades — Youthful Appearance of Oldsters — New Veterans 

Join Their Seniors in Reserved Hilarity - U.S. General Voices Need for Sticking Together for a Long Time to Come - Parental Pride of Late General 

Griesbach. 
 

More members than ever before attended the re-union dinner which 

marked the 30th anniversary of the 49th Battalion’s first day of recruiting 

when some four hundred gathered on the evening of January 6th last at 

the Macdonald Hotel. Old and new veterans of the last and present war 

came in from all directions. Some greeted old cronies and pals for the 

first time in a score of years. Visitors marvelled at the spirit shown by 

graying but bright-eyed ex-soldiers. All seemed as one as old and new 

experiences and reminiscences were exchanged. It was only such a 

gathering as Forty- Niners could stage. The record attendance showed 

that interest cannot lag when old soldiers and good fellows get together. 

Both Old and Young Seemed Happy 

Groups were seen here and there throughout the hotel corridors and 

dining room who had shared dangers in battle either many or recent years 

since. Returned men from the young battalion seemed happy to be among 

those who had a single purpose during their war companionship, and 

oldtimers mixed with the younger men for an evening, brimful of mild 

hilarity. It was a re-union of young and old soldiers who had borne high 

the torch of service and sacrifice. Much could be said of what was seen 

and heard. The mutual understanding could not be mistaken. The serious-

ness of war was laid aside for a few brief hours to celebrate together. 

There was no boiste Tousness. It was a simple demonstration of what it 

means to old friends to meet and greet one another again. The passing of 

time mellows and enriches the companionship of former years in other 

places. This was clearly in evidence throughout the evening’s festivities. 

Men of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment, home on leave or discharged after 

valiant service with their unit, had a night all their own, and so did the 

older ones. 

Few Changes in Outward Appearances 

Men who served in close associations were in a few instances unable 

momentarily to recall the names, and at times the faces, of those whom 

they had not seen for more than twenty-five years. There have been 

changes, but on the other hand there were those who had hardly altered 

in appearance during all those years. It was remarkable to see how few 

changes there were. The same keen alertness and glint of eye were there; 

the sprightly step and reed-like posture of many was scarcely different 

from teen age years and youthful twenties. They are still a part of a grand 

lot of men. The General’s parental pride in those he had led was apparent 

to any on-looker. And then there were the absent ones and those, who, 

since the last anniversary, had passed on to that Valhalla where old 

soldiers find their haven of eternal rest. They were missed and spoken of 

by those who knew them well. 

Look Forward to Celebration 

This very incomplete preamble of what was seen and heard and felt 

may describe to some degree, but very inadequately, what other close 

observers could not help but notice and record. The celebration was 

typical of what old soldiers look forward to from year to year and will 

travel long distances to be among the participants. It was a clear 

demonstration of what a worthwhile effort it is to hold members of the 

association together. 

Warmth of Friendships 

As usual, the pre-dinner punch was there for those who wanted it. It 

was around bowls for each company that the boys gathered to fill and 

refill their glasses from those who presided with ladles and pitchers. The 

slight warmth which came from spirits was nothing to be compared with 

the glowing warmth of old friendships. This feature at all recent dinners 

and its great success can be credited to John Michaels (Mike) who first 

conceived the idea. 

Notable Visitors Present 

When the “fall-in” sounded for “cook house door,” the procession 

began from the mezzanine floor to the main dining room with Piper Alec 

Thomson, an original of the 49th, in the forefront. Major-General 

Griesbach led the way, accompanied by notable visitors, to head tables. 

Individual tables, seating eight at each, were soon filled by the hundreds 

who streamed into the room. Among those at the head table was Cecil 

Kinross, V.C., of Lougheed. Cec was greeted by numerous old friends. 

Others at the same table were, Brig.-Gen. D. V. Gaffney, commanding 

general Air Transport, U.S.A.A.F., Col. H. J. Kieling, deputy 

commander; Maj.-Gen. W. W. Foster, C.M.G., D.S.O., commissioner for 

northwest projects; Air Vice-Marshal T. A. Lawrence, air officer 

commanding Northwest Air Command, R.C.A.F.; Rev. Capt. E. T. 

Scragg; Lt.-Col. P. L. Debney; Lt.-Col. A. K. Robertson; Lt.-Col. L. C. 

Harris; Lt.-Col. R. W. Hale. Earle Hay, secretary of the 49th Association, 

sat next to General Griesbach. 

Toast to Gallant Dead 

Under Sgt. Cliff Wright, an orchestra from the band of the 2nd Loyal 

Edmonton Regiment (R) played popular war selections during the dinner. 

Few of those known best to soldiers were left out. The contribution of the 

orchestra to the evening’s success was apparent. Toasts were drunk 

which included one to the memory of the gallant dead, during which each 

man was asked to call out the name of some comrade who had made the 

supreme sacrifice. The name of many a well-beloved hero was heard. A 

toast was also drunk to “Sister Battalions” who served in the same 

brigade as the 49th. A few old members of these units were present. 

Mayor Fry responded to “The City of Edmonton” and said he hoped to 

welcome home the rest of the boys soon. 

Young Battalion Veterans Spoke 

W. J. Williams, M.L.A., veteran of both the last and the present war, 

was called on for a few words. 
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PART OF HEAD TABLE DINERS AT ANNUAL BANQUET 

 
Above is shown a few of those who sat with our late President as guests at the head table. Earle Hay, secretary on the left, then Brig.-Gen. Dale V. Gaffney, 

commanding general of the Alaskan Division Air Transport Command, U.S.A.A.F.; Maj.-Gen. Hon. W. A. Griesbach, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., V.D.; Maj.-Gen. 

W. W. Foster, C.M.G., D.S.O., V.D., who was then Canadian Commissioner for Canadian Northwest Defence Projects; Col. Eugene Stevens, commanding 

officer of the Edmonton Air Base, Air Transport Command, U.S.A.A.F.; Air Vice-Marshall T. A. Lawrence, air officer commanding Northwest Air Command, 

R.C.A.F.; Lt.-Col. P. L. Debney, M.M., R.C.E., a former commander of the Edmonton Regiment Perpetuating Unit. In the foreground is Forty-Niner Tommy 

Morfitt and H. Jollef, Calmar, his friend. 
 

 

He deplored relief lines for veterans of the last war and stated there 

must be none this time. He praised the Loyal Edmonton Regiment as 

second to none in the British Army today. “None,” he said, “has won 

more honors or carried them more gracefully.” Bert Hidson, another new 

battalion veteran and a member of the executive of the 49th Association, 

spoke for the new veterans and of their pleasure at attending the reunion. 

Proud of Young Battalion 

During the evening’s program, General Griesbach spoke of the pride 

the old veterans have in the work of the young battalion. He recalled the 

original regiment had suffered 6,000 casualties and interpolated the 

remark that “casualties seemed to be more fashionable then.” The 

General’s great pride in those who were seated before him could not be 

mistaken. 

American General Spoke 

Stating he considered it a great honour and privilege to be present, 

General Gaffney said, it was a case of our having to stay together not only 

during the war but for many years to come. He was given loud applause. 

He was present as the senior American officer in this part of Canada and 

sat next to General Griesbach. 
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Air Vice Marshal Lawrence brought greetings from the R.C.A.F. to 

both old and new veterans. He did not forget those fighting in Italy. “We 

all want to see them back soon so they may join in the fun with you,” he 

said. General Foster reminded the gathering that the fight was not yet 

over and would not be until the foe was smashed. Only then would a 

world with justice and truth emerge. 

Entertainment Provided 

Guests were entertained by a string orchestra, the Four Troubadors, 

from the U.S. Army Air Base under the leadership of Sgt. Charles 

Muckman. Towards the end of the evening, very enjoyable novelty 

selections by the “Sniggle Fritz” band under the direction of Sgt. Cliff 

Wright were given. Soon after this feature, the evening’s celebration 

broke up with the singing of the National Anthem. What to many was a 

most memorable reunion came to an end, with groups of close friends 

assembling for house parties and small gatherings to continue swapping 

yarns and talking over old times for a while longer. 

Perhaps a few sidelights on what was seen and heard might give a 

clearer and closer picture for those who were not present of those whom 

they knew and shared experiences within years gone by. The following 

brief paragraphs may, therefore, be found of interest to our readers. 

Dave Irons, old-time transport sergeant, now living in Calgary, came 

up with Tommy Higgleton and Hammy Linning. Typical were the 

remarks which accompanied many an amiable slap on the back by those 

who had not seen these worthies for many a long year. Cpl. E. H. Telford 

was another of the Calgary contingent. 

Bob McGrath, who doesn’t get in very often for any of our affairs, 

made the trip from Melville, Sask. He was the centre of attention from 

many an old pal, especially former transport men who formed 

particularly close associations during the war years. 

Another of those, who rode horses and limbers and often their luck 

and brought up rations to the line, was Spencer Tuck of Pouce Coupe. He 

said the reunion was to him a most memorable occasion and he would 

not forget it for many a long day. He and Charlie Blakeley had to blink 

twice before they could believe their eyes on seeing one another. 

George Gleave, now carrying a crown on his shoulder strap, stationed 

at Currie Barracks, Calgary, was welcomed by many of his old cronies of 

former A company, also Edmonton friends, both in and out of uniform. 

Reports say that Major George is doing a good job. He did last time too. 

Jim Hedley, of Irma, participated. It’s good to see such staunch 

comrades of former years being greeted by those who recall what good 

soldiers they were. Jim hasn’t missed many re-unions and is always 

missed when he does. 

Sitting at the same table and not missing much were Ronnie Arthurs, 

P. Cowley, a visitor, and Bill Williams (M.L.A.), Ted Brown (Lt.-Col. 

and an honorary member of the association) George Gleave and Harold 

Tanner. Bill English would have been at home with this galaxy of old 

sweats. 

Harvey Bennett, C.N.R. agent at Tofield, was one of quite a few old 

signallers to sit in with us this time. Special mention was made in the 

press of the fact that he transmitted the “Cease Fire” order on Nov. 11th, 

1918. He looks much the same as he did then. 

Pete Livingstone was at the same table as Bennett, where also sat 

Jack Macquarrie. One could imagine what they must have recalled and 

related of incidents and experiences when they flag-wagged as rookies 

and afterwards put their training to practical use in the reality of war. 

Arnold Taylor, who served with us for some time and was also with 

Stokes Guns where he was credited with doing good work with these 

terrific scourges to the Heinies, very placidly watched, and partook of, 

the evening’s enjoyment. 

Alec Thomson who served with B Coy. piped the troops down the 

corridor and into and around the dining room and then sat himself down 

with or near others from the same last war “porrich men.” 

W. Wynn with his son, who is in the R.C.N.V.R., was near F. W. 

Nelson, H. O. Palmer, Joe Holroyd of Stereo, and others who seemed to 

be enjoying themselves. It seems natural for soldier boys who were in the 

same sections, platoons and companies to gravitate towards one another 

when they look fOR tables 

Piper L. G. Smith, W. C. Trimble, J. H. Mair, Tommy Robb, Walter 

Hunter, George Brown, Jock Smith, Dave Irons, Alan Elliott were other 

B for “beer” company men to swap yarns of yesteryear. Scrutinize these 

names well, for they are men who did their stuff. 

Geordie Hollands, R. J. Gillespie, W. M. Parker, J. Robbie, Chris 

Skov (accompanied by his son, a corporal in the R.C.A.F.) R. Gray, S. 

Hitchcock, S. E. Southorn, Davie High and Tom Killips were in their 

places. Others of this grand B company who usually attend were not 

there. 

Cecil Kinross, V.C. of Lougheed, arrived a little late but was made 

none the less welcome by all who look forward to seeing him at each 

dinner. Cec is slowing up a bit but still has lots of steam to remind one of 

what he had in those years, when winning the Victoria Cross was but one 

of his many accomplishments. 

Tim Ramsey and his old friend, Capt. Norman Campbell of Calgary, 

were hosts to many callers and visitors in their upstairs suite where a very 

informal “at home” was held for all and sundry. Generals and colonels, 

officers of rank and quality, as well as other ranks, clinked glasses in their 

good will greetings. 

There were quite a few who must have had a good excuse for not 

being on deck. Cliff Disturnal, George Hudson, Mose Williams (Mose 

hasn’t been so well lately) Charlie Cameron, Ches McGowan, Neil 

Livingstone, A. H. Patrick, Jimmie McMillan of Calgary, Percy Reilly, 

and others. 

One of mine hosts at an after-dinner reception was Laddie 

Muckleston. They had many callers and he and his good wife were voted 

generous dispensers of jolly hospitality. Harry and Mrs. Smith were 

others and so too Bill Ramshaw. 

It was a shame that more did not sign the attendance rolls which were 

passed from table to table. A record of those there is most helpful and 

appreciated by those who would like further details to help write up these 

little items of general interest for our absent members and readers. 

Jimmie Dewar of old Steady D, Fred Richards, Bill Thirlwell, Bob 

Callender, Fred Pjnnell, Charlie Wampler, A. G. Rowland and D. A. 

Fazan, Charlie Mathison, D. Anderson, Sid Hancock. George Blower and 

more of the same Don Coy. were in their accustomed places. 

Joe Waite was another old-timer and a discharged soldier from this 

war, now in civilian clothes. 
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He and RSM Albert Oldham of the Edmonton Depot sat together. 

They took in everything, not only from soup to nuts on the bill of fare, 

but all the other pleasures of the evening. 

In the midst of typing these notes, a phone call has just come 

to the writer, informing him of the sudden death of our dearly 

beloved General. The shock almost unnerves one when it is 

recalled that it was just a few short days ago he presided at our 

dinner and seemed quite his old self. 

Dave Petrie was the recipient of many a hearty handshake from 

both old and new veterans. Dave is now back in civvies of course, but 

it was gratifying to see so many paying him their respects. Another 

who was with us and getting similar attention was Marshall Browse. 

Stub Foley was in his element meeting and greeting all and 

sundry. George is still in the King’s uniform, a sergeant in the 

Medical Corps. One of the ever faithful, Stub is right out in front on 

all such occasions. 

Bill Williams did not mince matters when he said what returned 

men would not stand for in the way of relief lines this time. No doubt 

by the time this is in print, Bill will have made himself heard in no 

uncertain terms on the same subject in the provincial legislature. 

Tommy Coroon came up from Calgary and was accompanied by 

his son, P.O. A. Coroon. The youthful scion of this well-known D 

Coy. stalwart is a fine type of those who make up the R.C.A.F. 

Tommy has not missed many re-unions of late years and is always 

given a glad hand by his numerous friends. 

Two old cronies and Scots wha hae held high the traditions of 

their native land sat side by side — Alec Stewart and Tommy Robb. 

Both are diligent workers on anything to do with the good and welfare 

of old or new 49ers. They are made of the stuff for which the regiment 

is famous. 

Teaming up for a good old-fashioned chin-wag, Frank Porritt and 

Jimmy Daws were caught by The Bulletin cameraman in a candid 

shot. Daws, a brother of Charlie who will be readily recalled, has five 

brothers serving in the present war. Jimmy joined up last time when 

he was 15 and was wounded in France at 17. 

The sobering words of General Foster who reminded the 

gathering that the war was not over and would not be until the Boche 

was smashed were not out of place, nor was Air Vice-Marshal 

Lawrence when he said we should remember the boys fighting over 

in Italy while we enjoyed the gathering. 

Among old P.P.C.L.I. visitors were Percy Johnston and Norman 

Campbell. They seemed pleased to be among members of the old 

brigade. Alf Peart, who served with the Loyal Edmonton’s overseas 

in this war and was one of the Pats in the first World War, enjoyed 

the evening’s festivities. 

It was too bad Sgt. Cliff Wright’s “Sniggle Fritz” band did not get 

a better hearing from those at table who, we suppose, had so much to 

talk about that it was difficult to apply the brakes. The novelty 

selections this original troupe rendered were decidedly high class and 

it was a pity a better hearing was not given. 
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Another veteran of the old crowd who again has his civvy clothes 

on, after serving again this time, was Ralph Patterson. He looked as 

chipper as ever and met many former comrades for the first time in 

years and years. 

Capt. Alex Gilchrist, who was severely wounded with the Loyal 

Edmonton Regiment in Sicily, dined with his old friend, Capt. 

Geoffrey Harris who was home on leave at the time to take a military 

course. They served together for several years overseas. 

Joyous reunions were staged all over the place. Someone would 

spot an old buddy down the hall, at another punch bowl or at a distant 

table, and make a beeline to greet him with “you old so-and-so” and 

then the talkfest would begin. In some cases, these little reunions kept 

up until the wee sma’ hours of the morning. 

Dan Gilchrist, who barring Bill Bowles’ denial, is said to be the 

oldest Forty-Niner still going strong at seventy-five years young, had 

as bright an eye as ever for all that went on. Billy Aitken was another 

who cast a self-satisfied eye of pleasure towards his many friends. 

Among older stout hearts present, whose service record of former 

years was outstandingly meritorious, were Tom Galliver, H. Lamour, 

Herb Knowles, B. Hargreaves, Hughie Hume, Billy Worton, Charlie 

Hill and many another to whom these happy gatherings mean so 

much. 

Andy Black, whose Irish eyes were smiling, was right in his 

element and so was Laddie Muckleston, also Vic Dingley and Andy 

Greig who were nearby. These stalwarts seem as sturdy and hearty as 

they were many moons ago. May their shadows never grow less, bless 

their hearts. 

Sid Parsons, who never misses any of our affairs or anything that 

happens at them, was among his wartime comrades in arms. For those 

of our readers who do not know about it, Sid is still one of our City 

Fathers and is serving with much credit as an Alderman. 

Here and there throughout the room upstairs where Mike’s well-

mixed punch was the order of the day, and later downstairs in the 

main banquet room during dinner, one could not miss many whom 

they knew. It was a case of getting around to meet as many as 

possible, but upstairs what a crush! 

Ernie Newnham of old C Coy., also Bill Kleinscroth of the same 

last war aggregation were among those present. It’s always a treat to 

see old comrades who seemingly take so much pleasure out of being 

there. All power to their elbow. Let’s hope we see them at each 

successive gathering for many years to come. 

The service, appointments and layout for which the Macdonald 

Hotel staff was responsible could not have been improved on. They 

were told so and seemed to appreciate being complimented. Claud 

Findley, the genial manager, a last war returned man, seems to know 

what veterans prefer and what doesn’t suit them. 

Distinguished guests really were distinguished and, from all 

appearances, enjoyed their evening out as well as anyone else. 

Sometimes the invited guests are a few too many but not this time. 

They all expressed keen pleasure. 

It wouldn’t be a typical banquet if Harry Smith and Neil Campbell 

were not there. This pair of old cronies can be depended on to be 

among those to participate. So also, Harry Stonehewer, George 

Souter as well as Syd Bryant, J. Wigham and Charlie Curtis. 
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Bill Ramshaw was again busy lettering in the names of those who did 

not have lapel identification cards. He had his son to help him. It’s always 

a pleasure to meet sons of old comrades with whom we served. Anyone 

not having an identification badge should hand their names to any of the 

executive. 

Andy Liddle came up from Ponoka where he is farming. He, like 

others, does not attempt to disguise how great a kick he gets out of these 

reunions. Billy Revill, of Kinsella, was another out-of-town guest who 

was kept busy with greetings and salutations from numerous friends.’ 

Others noticed here and there in jovial vein and merry mood were 

Arthur McCormack, A Swanson, A. Docherty, C. H. Bunkum, Billy 

Wallace, A. E. Figg, E. J. Locke, Jim Sandilands, George Low, Bob Law, 

Cecil (Jack) Jennings and A. H. White of Jasper. 

It’s always a pleasure to the officers and members of the executive to 

see the delight others get out of what time and care is taken to provide 

pleasure to those who enjoy it. Now if that’s redundant, we’ll simplify it 

by saying we’re always pleased when you are. 

It’s a rare happening when A. Keen ever misses any “do” that is put 

on. This former A Coy. reliable is but one of many who appreciate what 

the association stands for. Sammy Miller is another who takes a real 

delight in joining the old crowd of ever-faithfuls. 

Jimmy Main and Bob White were there with bells on. So was Arthur 

Daly, also Sid Cunnington, H. Bergmann, Bert Russell, Bert Mason, Billy 

Hutchison. Keen delight is registered on the faces of all good fellows 

when they get together, no matter what regimental company they may 

have belonged to. 

Giving up precious time but albeit gathering up the dues which keep 

the financial pot boiling were Collector-in-chief Norman Arnold, A. L. 

Smith, J. W. H. Williams, Tommy Robb, Jack Armstrong, Alf Gould, R. 

V. Patterson, Jack Blewett, Bert Hidson, Jack Madore, Jim Craig, F. 

Pinnell, J. J. Blewett, R. Stevenson. 

It was a pleasure and a treat to see lots of visitors and guests mingling 

with this happy crowd of old and new Forty-Niners. RSM Fred Purkis of 

the Prince of Wales Armouries was one. Everyone seemed to know him. 

Fred, incidentally, soldiered during peacetime with the P.P.C.L.I. 

Had both newspaper cameramen acceded to the many requests to take 

candid shots of this one and that one, the shortage of films in Edmonton 

would have been great. We appreciate these pictures which will be added 

to our record of such gatherings. 

Jim Ghorley showed his usual enjoyment over being with the old 

gang again. So did Scotty Hind, Jack Bewsher, Matt Gibbons and Peter 

Rule, Bill (Detail) Smith and Tommy Morfitt, Jim Sandilands, also his 

dad, who served with us H. (Sandy) Sandilands. 

Jack Delong, of The Bulletin, and Tommy Mansell of The Journal, 

represented the press, and in their generous and descriptive writeups left 

out very little to give their readers a good picture of how on-lookers sized 

up everything. 

Husky Ledingham claims he isn’t husky anymore. Just what he 

means by that wasn’t clear. He is as hale and hearty as ever in joining in 

with the spirit of the crowd. Perhaps he compares himself with how he 

and we used to whoop it up nearly thirty years back. 

Charlie Laubman, another RSM, in whom Lt.-Col. Walter Hale puts 

so much dependence, and of course known to most of us as an old 49er 

of 1915-1918 vintage also the father of the leading R.C.A.F. ace as at the 

date of the dinner, quietly took in all that the evening offered. 

Paul Ragan had with him his son, Harry, who was on leave at the time 

from the Loyal Edmontons in Italy. Paul had cause to beam with pride as 

any old-timer would do if he had a son serving with this valiant fighting 

unit. 
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Don Empson, who could mix up the best and most mysterious 

mush, mulligan, risole hash or what have you was with us for the first 

time most members can recall. Don is now living in Edmonton, after 

residing at various places in the province since the last war. 

Miles Palmer was one of those who ladled out the giggle soup 

from D Coy’s, punch bowl. It was unnecessary for Miles to advertise 

the mixture he dispensed. Alan Elliott held forth for B Coy. and Ken 

Kinnaird for C. Andy Gould and several others officiated for A Coy. 

Jack Blewett was a busy boy with one job and another. “Red” is 

more or less an institution now so far as the Association is concerned, 

is a member of the executive and always a willing worker at any of 

our functions. 

Earle Hay sat at our General’s right and kept his eye on things 

which perhaps might otherwise have passed unnoticed. We have 

always wondered why not only the secretary but the treasurer and 

others of the executive, whose time permit them to do so, do not sit 

at the head table. 

Jimmy Kinsey, J. McCafferty, J. L. Stone, Dave Anderson, H. 

Joleff, W. Wynn and his son W. B. Wynn, Esmonde, W. McMorran, 

W. Quinton, Jas. Thompson, Kostas Fotis, Charlie Dawson, Jimmie 

Martin, W. M. Parker and A. A. (Eddie) Collins were seen to be 

getting their money’s worth. So, did we all. 

Neville Jones, treasurer and guardian of the plush purse, was 

handed more fifty cent pieces for membership dues than he had ever 

received from this source at any one time before. Norman Arnold, as 

collector, and Neville, as custodian of finances, and careful watch dog 

over expenditures, make an admirable team. 

Mention must again be made of Dan Collins who kept the 

pitchers, pails, bowls and copper cauldrons filled with delectable 

punch. It wouldn’t be the same if Dan wasn’t there to officiate in 

passing out liquid refreshments. 

It was expected that Charlie Walker, who is still in uniform at 

Currie Barracks, Calgary, would have been up; also Bill Elliott. We 

suppose it was a case of duty coming first. Hope to see them with us 

next time. 

Don’t forget to keep in a safe place those little rectangular 

identification badges so they can be used for such a good purpose 

next time. Memories tend to fade and one’s name isn’t as easily 

recalled as when we were all buddies together. 

Among other out-of-town residents who very often attend when 

they can, quite a few whom we recall were not on parade — Jim 

McQueen, of Red Deer; Jock Tweedale of Lavoy; Percy Keen of St. 

Paul; Slim Newport of Marsden, Sask.; Frank Pilkie of Vermilion; 

Jack James, Cadomin; Frank Wells of Jasper and quite a few more. 

H. G. Turner, well known to veterans, as well as in Edmonton 

musical circles, sat in with us. Bert, who has attended before, has a 

special interest in our affairs now that his son, Capt. Bob Turner, has 

had long service with the Loyal Edmonton Regiment overseas. It will 

be recalled that Bob’s wife is a daughter of our original adjutant, the 

late Lt.-Col. A. K. Hobbins.
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A HERO STILL TO ALL OLD SOLDIERS 

 
The above was taken at our last dinner when Cecil Kinross. V.C., was in the company of many old friends and close pals. He is shown with Vic Dingley on his 

right and next to Vic Pte. Harold Peters, of Ponoka, twice wounded in the Italian campaign and now a returned veteran of the Hitler war. On the right in the 

picture, taken by a Bulletin photographer, is Pte. Archie Carter, Wainwright, a wounded veteran, who served with the Loyal Edmonton Regiment. Cec is always 

the centre of attention at all our functions. 
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DO YOU REMEMBER? LETTERS FROM AND ABOUT OLD TIMERS 

 

“Bob” Hasse Writes His Mother Interesting Account of 

Trench Life and Companions 

These two letters were written by Bob Hasse, brother of F. R. Hasse, 

who was killed in the line at Ypres shortly after the June scrap, 1916. 

The following account of his death is taken from “Hasse’s War 

Diary,” which appeared in the No. 23 issue of the Forty-Niner, July 1936: 

July 14th — Corporal Rawlinson tells me of my brother’s death. He 

was killed two days ago, but the news was kept from me until his body 

was recovered. It seems that on the early morning of the 12th he went out 

into No Man’s Land alone with the object of finding out if the Germans 

had done any fresh work on a certain sap. He got up to the enemy wire 

but apparently stayed out too long, too near the break of dawn, and was 

seen and shot. The body could not be recovered the following night for 

the moon was too bright, but the second night Rawlinson and another 

scout were able to bring it in. They find he had been killed instantly, by 

a bullet in the forehead. Feel very grateful to them for taking a risk they 

should not really have taken. Our casualties have been light this trip in 

the line and I get permission from Captain Macleod to take the body out 

of the trenches for burial in the cemetery by Railway Dug-outs. Two of 

the scouts and I carry the body out as soon as it is dark. Spend the night 

at Valley Cottages. 

July 15th — My brother is buried in a soldier’s blanket, the Chaplain 

officiating at a short ceremony. Am told to remain at Valley Cottages and 

not return to the front line. Everybody goes out of their way to make 

things as easy as possible for me and I feel very grateful for the many 

little unobtrusive acts of kindness that are being shown me. 

Belgium, Feb. 17th, 1916. Dear Mother: 

We are out at present in reserve after a spell in the front line. 

I wish I could give you an idea of our last trip in the trenches with a 

picture of the comedy of this everyday routine when there are no 

casualties to put things in the shadow. 

Our section has been “organized” since our last trip and in 

consequence one found oneself with fresh companions. My own little 

quarter section (we are divided into groups of four with one in charge) is 

what Canadian phraseology would call a ‘tough” bunch. They are the best 

of fellows and men who are ready for anything, but each is distinctly a 

“character.” No. 1 is a Scotchman, 6’ 3”, a plasterer by trade but, like 

many who land up in Western Canada, he has followed many occupations 

in various parts of the world, from poacher to soldier in South Africa. I 

could write a small volume on how to catch salmon by lamplight, lime 

water, explosives or twenty other illegal methods. These accounts 

rendered in Scotch would be a fortune to Kipling. No. 2 is an American 

— cowpuncher, miner, hunter, etc., etc., with muscular capacity 

sufficient to break the back of any German who might ever be unfortunate 

enough to meet him in a scrap. What he doesn’t know about hunting is a 

negligible quantity, as for the last few years he was packer, guide and 

hunter in the Rockies and the bush. No. 3 is a little Welshman as round 

as he is short. He came down from among the Indians in the North 

country to enlist. He has a homestead in the Peace River country, but he 

seems to have spent most of his time hunting and trapping with his dogs 

and his Indian friends. One morning when the general opinion of our dug-

out parliament was that the rum issue was inadequate, No. 3 visited the 

officers’ dug-out and returned with a mess can full of the precious fluid, 

in spite of the fact that two officers and their batmen were in close 

proximity to the rum jar all the time. Some nights the interest of the yarns 

positively prevented anyone from even wanting to get to sleep. 

There were eight of us in the dug-out and the other group’s 

composition was similar to ours. It would be difficult, to forget another 

little Scotchman and his account of a rough and tumble in a Seattle 

barroom when two fellows started firing revolvers at each other while he 

was lying down on a sofa in between. He said he dropped to a lower level 

with something like twenty times the usual speed of gravity! 

We had plenty of excitement during the trip but had very little 

bombardment over our own lines. On our flank, however, there was 

considerable fighting, quite enough for our liking since a scrap to right or 

left of one’s own trenches means a general “stand-to.” 
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The battalion is still getting on nicely with leave. After our next spell 

in I can let you know how my chances look. 

I must stop now, 

Your loving son. — BOB. 

Belgium, June 5th, 1916.  

Dear Mother: 

Thank you in the best way for mail and parcels received, including 

Thackeray’s “Book of Snobs.” I fancy I have to thank you for a previous 

parcel with some particular enclosure, but I have forgotten now what it 

was. Do not bother about the Horace for the present. 

We are back again in camp after an unexpected emergency rush trip 

into the trenches. The official communiques of the other side will give 

you an idea of what happened before our regiment was called up. We 

simply held on and counterattacked. The Regiment behaved 

magnificently to a man. We lost heavily and the bombardment was 

terrible but not a man seemed to give a damn. (I don’t apologize!) 

You must excuse the egotism, but one can’t realize, till one. has seen 

it, what real men are, and will do. Of course, the daily papers’ accounts, 

with their appalling sloppy gush, (we happen to be the “famous Canadian 

Regiment”) have poured out a miserable stream of mushy eloquence; but 

as no reporter could possibly have got within miles of the fighting you 

must not take the papers’ account as accurate. Besides they never hit the 

point. Our officers and men acted in a way I could not hope to describe 

in any way suitable to the actuality of it all. Indeed, only the great sights 

one saw compensated and helped one to bear the terrible things that 

happened. 

I should not write, this in a letter to you perhaps but in a bad spell like 

this last one, one seems to have discovered a fresh set of men and it is 

like discovering a new world. (This isn’t poetry but an attempt to relieve 

my feelings.) 

There was not much to smile over in the trip but here, I think, is a 

laugh. The Colonel with his runner were waiting in a trench whose 

parapet was being swept by heavy fire. The Colonel insisted on looking 

over from time to time to size things up in spite of the remonstrances of 

his runner, a huge Canadian breed. “Get down, get your head down,” he 

shouted, but curiosity beat prudence and up went the Colonel’s head once 

more. “Get down, you damn fool, or I’ll knock you down,” however, had 

the desired effect. The Colonel, of course, is the best colonel that ever 

was and if we lost him the regiment would be crazy. 

My friend Rawlinson and I were untouched. I had a fairly passive 

time myself, but everyone had all the excitement they wanted. 

I must close now, 

Your loving son — BOB. 
 

Captain, Rev. W. A. R. Ball Writes from England Acknowledging 

Receipt of Magazine 

“We only heard this morning (Feb. 22nd) of Billy Griesbach’s death. 

It has come as a very real shock to my wife and myself. We had always 

hoped to meet him again someday! Normally one is quite cut off from 

the old days with its “good companionship” here in England, but it has 

been wonderful to come in touch with the old regiment, officers and men, 

while I was vicar of Redhill: and I can claim to have been one of the few 

who were present in 1915 at the presentation of colours, and also again 

in 1941. 
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“Col. Stillman is coming to stay with us again in a few days’ time. 

“I read every word of the 49er, and so does my wife pretty well. 

It is great when we hear good news of old friends. I have often 

wondered about Capt. Pinder and at last there is news of him in this 

49er, but I do hope his son will soon be quite well again. 

“Then ‘Tiny’ Wall comes into the news. He was a fellow with 

‘guts’ and I have memories of him as we went into the trenches in 

front of Kemmel in 1916 which would surprise him!” (We can 

understand that - Editor). 

“Major Petrie also and others of this war are in this issue’s news. 

“I wish you could see my new home and parish. The roots of 

England’s history can be found in this old town. In 811 it had a 

charter, and the town has in its possession now charters of Henry III 

(1251) and many of the later Kings such as Edward I, Henry V, VI 

and VIII, etc., confirming the rights enjoyed by the Mayor and 

Burgesses. 

“There are a lot of old Tudor houses and others 500 years old. I 

wish my church could be placed in Edmonton and become the 

cathedral. Parts of the church were built before William the 

Conqueror came in 1066, and the most modern part was built in 1630. 

It seats 1,400 without any galleries, or crowding, and has some large 

open spaces. 

“My own house is early Georgian and therefore is nearly 200 

years old and so is ‘quite new.’ Only an hour ago I had a visitor to 

see the old church, etc., who happened to be a Canadian W.A.A.F. 

from Toronto. 

“Well, in spite of all I have written my heart still seems to be in 

Western Canada. Most of us are alike ‘we all want the moon!’ 

“With greetings to old friends, 

“Yours ever, W. A. R. BALL.” 

Sure Some Sneeze, Nick! 

The following letter was written to J. W. H. Williams, by his 

friend, Nick Parent, A Coy. of 237 Silver Road, Bangor, Maine: 

“Dear Friend, Comrade: 

“How great was the impression made on our lives, by these 

associations and experiences in the old 49th? It cannot seem possible 

that it was twenty-six or twenty-seven years ago, as some of these 

seem so real today; they seem like only last year and some of you 

good comrades seem as real and as near as friends of very late times. 

Have been trying for years to get out to Edmonton and try and look 

up some of the boys before it is too late. Hope when this war is over, 

I can make the trip. 

“I get the Forty-Niner twice a year, of course, and read it from 

cover to cover, very much enjoy it, especially anything about any of 

the old timers that I knew –  

“I am enclosing a clipping taken from a local paper not long ago. 

You may be sure this incident brought back very clearly happenings 

so long ago. If you see Husky Ledingham, he no doubt will remember 

when I got this piece of hand grenade, in the shellhole on 

Paschendaele, he was there too: it is quite a piece of iron, over a 

quarter of an inch long one way -  
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“There is a Captain Wyman, there in Edmonton now. He is a 

Protestant Chaplain at the U.S. Air Base there. He is from here. I knew 

his father very well; he is one of our engineers. Have heard this fellow 

preach when he was going to school here. If you get a chance just say 

hello.” 

(Capt. Wyman had left Edmonton before Williams received this letter 

— Ed.) 

“I am enclosing a cheque to cover my dues, please pass it along when 

you get a chance. Would be very glad to hear from you and very best 

regards to all. 

As ever, NICK PARENT.” 

 

Bangor Veteran Sneezes Forth War Memento 

Enlivened memories and an amazing memoir of World War I were 

the properties of Harold (Nick) S. Parent, Bangor veteran, following a 

surprise sneezing attack. 

Parent was seated on his porch recently when attacked by a violent 

sneezing spell during which he noticed a small, dark object fall to the 

floor. Closer examination proved it to be a piece of shrapnel which had 

unknowingly been lodged in his nose during the 25 years since World 

War 1. 

BILL ENGLISH APPOINTED VICE-PRESIDENT 

 

Has been appointed vice-president in charge of operation, Trans-

Canada Air Lines, succeeding O. T. Larsen, who has rejoined the United 

Air Lines in Chicago after serving T.C.A. since 1937. 

Last February W. F. “Bill” English was appointed vice-president in 

charge of operation, Trans-Canada Air Lines, succeeding O. T. Larson, 

who is rejoining the United Air Lines in Chicago after serving T.C.A. 

since 1937. After a lengthy service with the Canadian National Railways, 

Mr. English joined Trans-Canada Air Lines at the time of its inauguration 

in 1937 and was assistant vice-president of the air line at the time of his 

present appointment. 

William Fraser English, or to give him his army style of address, Bill, 

enlisted in the 35th Battalion in April 1915, at the age of 23, and received 

number 404557. 
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He was transferred to the 49th in May 1916 and posted to H.Q. on the 

Signals. William stopped his on the Somme, September 1916. He was 

discharged with the rank of sergeant in March 1919, after four years’ 

service. He resides at 62 Niagara St. Winnipeg, Man., is married and has 

three sons, 19, 16 and nine years. 

We are all pleased at the way Bill has received such steady promotion, 

and we hope he will continue to advance as we know he is in there 

“hitting on all six.” Many have fond recollections of his genial 

companionship, both in and out of the line, and it is always the signal for 

a good evening when Bill happens along to one of our “doings.” So, here 

is hoping we see you at our next function and in the meantime, “Good 

Flying.” 

 
49TH ASSOCIATION HONOURS 

JOHN (MIKE) MICHAELS AT 

COMPLIMENTARY DINNER 

Occasion Marked Presentation of Life Membership to Association 

Splendid Work of Recipient Lauded by Officers and Executive—Major 

“Ted” Day Among Those Present to Give Informal Talk on War Activities 

of New Battalion. 

 

 
Who was presented with life membership to the Association and 

given a complimentary dinner by the Executive for the note-worthy work 

he has done for our magazine and activities of our organization. 

To carry out an arrangement which was suggested before our late 

President passed away, officers and executive members of our 

Association honoured John “Mike” Michaels at a complimentary dinner 

and presentation on the evening of April 4th in the Jasper Room of the 

Macdonald Hotel, Edmonton. The occasion recognized “Mike’s” 

splendid work as an honorary member which he was made some four 

years ago. Since then, he has been an untiring contributor to any effort of 

benefit to both old and young veterans and soldiers here and overseas. 

“Sir John” and the General 

In making the presentation of a life member- ship to the 49th 

Battalion Association, Vice-President A. L. Smith, who was in the chair, 

reviewed “Mike’s” many activities in which he has been a hard worker 

and benefactor to ex-soldiers and those who have served in the present 

European war.
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By the chairman and others who spoke, it was pointed out what the 

Association had received in so many ways from Mr. Michaels. His 

contributions of time, effort and money had been made to a far greater 

extent than our members at large had realized. It was said that nothing 

was too much trouble for “Mike,” no matter how busy he was with his 

own personal or business affairs. Our late General had always held “Sir 

John,” by which name he was so often called, in very high esteem and it 

was the General’s wish that “Mike” be honoured by this expression of 

our regard. It would have been such a great pleasure for General 

Griesbach to have been there. These and other references were made to 

the friendship which existed between the guest of honour and our 

deceased president. 

Will Continue to Serve 

After the presentation was made, “Mike,” who was noticeably 

moved, made a short acknowledgment address which contained modest 

references to what had been attempted and done. He thought that his 

humble efforts were over-estimated and that he was not worthy of all that 

had been said. It had been a great pleasure for him to serve and he would 

continue to do whatever he could for the good and welfare of soldiers and 

veterans. He expressed his appreciation for the honour being paid him 

and to those with whom he had worked. The affair was a great surprise 

to him and came a few days after his return from Florida where he had 

been for two months to regain his health. 

Overseas Boys Grateful to “Mike” 

The life membership certificate with which “Mike” was presented 

had been signed by General Griesbach just prior to his death. With the 

presentation went a blue beret and arm band worn by all members at 

Association affairs. After the dinner, Major E. W. (Ted) Day was an 

invited guest. He gave a brief talk and told in a general way of overseas 

experiences, especially mentioning how the boys appreciated the 

newspapers, magazines and parcels which they received from “Mike,” 

the Association, Ladies’ Auxilliary and the Edmonton people generally. 

The affair was a very enjoyable one and proved a suitable night out for 

those who gathered to pay their tribute to a very worthy and deserving 

friend, patron and supporter. 

 

 

SERVES IN TWO WARS 

 
Has returned to Edmonton from his second war. As before, he helped 

feed the officers of the recognized Edmonton Regiment. He has never 

lost contact with soldiering since World War 1 and was with the militia 

between the two wars. He went to England in 1939 with the Edmonton 

Regiment as mess sergeant. 

During his service overseas, Farrugia served in England, Italy and on 

the western front. He was in Belgium before coming home. En route 

home, he met his son, F.O. Don Farrugia, 22, in London where they spent 

four days together. He thinks he is getting a bit too old for any more 

soldiering but will doubtless be again seen where all Forty-Niners 

foregather. 

Q.M.S. Farrugia is known to many an old-timer as well as to those of 

the young battalion. He is a Maltese by birth and came to Canada when 

he was 18. “Johnny” worked for the Swift Canadian Company. His wife 

is a sister of Mrs. Herbert Bergmann, whose husband, another old Forty- 

Niner, Johnny met while on leave in London in the last war.
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1ST BATTALION TAKES PART IN MANY ACTIONS 
Stirring Fights by Staunch Soldiers—Subdue Vaunted Paratroopers and SS Troops —Prisoners Taken Stealthily and in Tough Fighting. 

 
The following actions were engaged in by the Regiment and a full 

story of these will appear in later issues. The names are those of men 

mentioned in the news dispatches. These battles took place the latter part 

of 1944. 

Monteluro 

“Speed and teamwork won the battle of Monteluro in 50 minutes for 

the Loyal Edmonton Regiment,” writes Bill Boss. An Edmonton field 

battery, commanded by Maj. Rod Philpott, Fort William, Ont., Capt. J. 

M. (Buff) Cameron, Edmonton, second in command, Capt. Ron Dale, 

Red Deer was a forward observation officer, supported this operation. 

Leading elements were platoons of Capt. John Dougan’s company under 

Lieuts. Doug Fraser, St. Paul and Edmonton, and Keith Macgregor, 

Calgary, and came under heavy fire. “Never before,” recalled Lieut. O. 

R. Brown, Cardston, an officer of regimental H.Q. “had the battalion been 

so tired at the end of a show, yet at the same time so completely happy.” 

They had very little rest between Metauro and Monteluro. Major Jim 

Stone of Peace River is second in command of the regiment. Capt. Len 

McGurran, Regina, is adjutant, Capt. Bob Levine, Montreal, is medical 

officer, and the unit’s padre is Maj. E. J. Bailey, Winnipeg. 

San Fortunato Ridge 

“It was butchery,” said the Royal 22nd Regiment after the battle of 

San Fortunato Ridge, key to the plains of Lombardy. “Germans who 

escaped the wrath of the Vandoos that morning had still other hazards to 

face. Falling down the far crest of the hill, their route became a panic 

when they raced into the fire of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment. The 

Edmontons had infiltrated the ridge and reached -a spur beyond during 

the night. They waited until the Germans were within 20 yards before 

opening fire.” 

Pisciatello, Cesena, Ponte Della Pietro 

The initial bridgehead defences were established by companies under 

Maj. Tucker and Capt. Taplin. A scout officer, Lieut. Remple, Grande 

Prairie, Alta., made a daylight reconnaissance of the river for a tank 

crossing, and armour strengthened the bridgehead during the afternoon. 

Ponte Della Pietra, 2½ miles east of Cesena, was taken by Capt. J. R. 

Washburn of Edmonton in a spirited action after which Maj. William 

Longhurst of Edmonton led his company in an 800-yard advance toward 

the Cervia lateral road. 

Short Shots on Gothic Line 

When Pte. K. D. Styles, Grenfell, Sask., was wounded at 

Moneciccardo monastery garden, Pte. George Ross, Edmonton, of L-Cpl. 

Jim Ferguson’s section, carried him into a building. When it was decided 

to withdraw from the town again, Ross, although wounded himself, put 

Styles on his back, fought his way out and carried him 500 yards down 

the hill, continuously under fire. The following were mentioned in 

fighting in houses: Pte. Fred Phillips, High Ridge, Alta.; Pte. J. A. 

Woodford, Edmonton, who captured a German while delivering a 

message to a tank commander; Cpl. Earl Horton, Edmonton, captured a 

German. A platoon sergeant leading his men to an objective, with 

sections under Cpl’s. Roy Page, Edmonton, and Rudolph Martin, 

Coronation, Alta., were fired upon by two machine gun posts. When their 

fire was returned they surrendered, and in a cave were more, 15 in all. 

Sgt. Leslie McMurray, Cardston, Alta., of the same company got two 

others in a house. A Pole in German uniform gave himself up to C.S.M. 

Al Baker, Medicine Hat, Alta. While the regiment fights its battles, it is 

not forgetting recreation. L-Cpl. H. R. Bloye, Toronto, S. C. Burke, 

Grande Prairie, Alta., Paul Rosenthal, Edmonton, and Pte. Leslie 

Lobischak Arnaud, Man., have been equipped with guitars, violin and 

ukulele, and so the boys will have accompaniments for their sing songs, 

in future. 

Fortunata Feature 

In the fight for the “Fortunata Feature,” “C” Company, under 

command of Captain John Dougan, M.C., Edmonton, had many 

interesting incidents. Their objective was a church on a spur running to 

the north of the main high ground. Dougan dispersed his platoons, one to 

the left and one to the right. The platoon on the left, observing some 

Jerries, made plans to charge. However, Cpl. Bobby Wilson, Edmonton, 

thinking the group were escorted prisoners stepped out to take a pistol 

from the German lieutenant. Not being prisoners, there was a scuffle and 

the pistol went off. At this point, Capt. Dougan and his men charged the 

surprised group of Jerries, some were killed, others surrendered, and 

some made for the ditch. One Jerry made a dash for it but was clipped on 

the head by Dougan with his rifle, which was sufficient to bring him to 

his senses. (Which is an Irish way of putting it, Ed.). In the charge was 

Pte. A. C. Ambrose, Edmonton, who, although radio operator and not 

armed, wasn’t going to be left out. They captured the church, and one 

unwounded Jerry took a pot shot at a Tommy gunner. It was decided to 

evacuate the casualties and Sgt. Wallace Davis, Edmonton, and Lloyd 

Blair, Hanna, volunteered to capture a German half-track. They 

succeeded and this was used to evacuate some of the wounded. A 

counterattack was observed forming up, but radioed artillery support 

smashed the attack. The Edmonton’s casualties were very light, but the 

tally of the enemy was 40 wounded and prisoners and 30 killed. 

Short Shots of San Fortunata by Bill Boss 

Major Jim Stone, Grande Prairie, second in command of the 

regiment, was reconnoitering a river crossing for the unit. With him were 

Lieut. J. E. Taplin, Edmonton; Capt. Geo. Brown, Lloydminster, Sask., 

(he says Alberta now that he’s with the Edmonton’s); Sgts. Ralph B. 

Paulson, Ponoka, Alta., and Glen E. Miller, Vancouver. The river makes 

several bends in that area, and seeing a soldier, Major Stone shouted, 

“Hey, which way is the river” The soldier was a German and was made 

prisoner. 
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LOYAL EDMONTON REGIMENT OFFICERS AT ALMELO, HOLLAND 

 

 
The Loyal Edmonton Regiment marched past in a farewell to Lt.-Col. J. R. Stone, D.S.O., M.C., their commanding officer, who was heading for the Pacific. At 

their headquarters at Almelo in Holland, the officers had their picture taken. Arriving in Edmonton after 48 hours from Paris, Lt.-Col. Stone brought the picture 

with him. From memory he identified all but two of the officers.  

Front row, left to right: Maj. Alon M. Johnson, Edmonton; Maj. Jack Washburn, Edmonton; Maj. H. A. Tucker, Edmonton, second-in-command; Lt.-Col. Stone; 

Capt. Ed. Boyd, Edmonton, adjutant; Maj. Johnny Dougan, M.C. and Bar, Edmonton; Maj. Gordon Armstrong, Medicine Hat; R.S.M. R. O. Bowen, Edmonton.  

Second row, left to right: Capt. R. Hayter, Vegreville; Supervisor of Auxiliary Services Fitch; Capt. Einar Nerland, Edmonton; Capt. G. Donaldson, Fort St. 

John. Capt. “Gig” Field, Edmonton; Capt. J. Mackie, Athabaska; Capt. L. E. Taplin, Edmonton; Capt. O. R. Browne, Edmonton; Capt. Wener, Grande Prairie; 

Hon. Capt. E. Wright, chaplain, Hythe; Capt. John McBride, Calgary; Capt. Charles Eagan, medical officer. High Prairie.  

Third row, left to right: Lieut. “Scotty” Adamson, Vancouver; Lieut. Harmer; Lieut. L. Herman, Camrose; Lieut. W. Remple, Grande Prairie; Lieut. W. Kitching, 

Montreal; Lieut. McKenzie; Lieut. McNally; Lieut. Lodge, Lieut. L. R. Hill, Lieut. Foulston, Medicine Hat; Capt. J. Maxwell, paymaster.  

Back row includes Lieut. D. Johnstone, Lieut. Eggleston, Lieut. Laudrum, Lieut. W. N. Chalmers, Lieut. Hamilton, Lieut. Stewart, Lieut. Grover and Capt. 

Danzinger, dental officer, Winnipeg; Lieut. Lindland. The dog at Col. Stone’s feet is Baron, a German war dog, who, he said, “came over to our side with a 

little friendly treatment.” 
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Sgt. Brown combed the vicinity, covered by Lt. Taplin, and got 14 

more prisoners by the river. During the shelling which preceded the 

attack on Fortunata led by Maj. Frank McDougall, Weyburn, Sask., there 

were many casualties in the platoons. One sergeant, wounded in the 

fleshy part of the leg, supervised the evacuation of casualties. Two 

platoons lost in the night infiltration ended up with the Van Doos, and 

went into the attack launched by the 22nd Regiment the next morning. 

Platoons were under Sgt. Joe St. Germain, Peace River, Alta., and Sgt. 

Eddie Fewers, St. John’s, Nfld., who took over when their officers 

became casualties. Sections in the attack were under Cpl. C. G. Christie, 

Toronto, and L.-Cpl. S. Leslie, Edmonton. When finally directed back to 

their company by Scout Sgt. Ed. Beaudry, Bonnyville, Alta., they picked 

up their own bag of 16 prisoners. 

In charge of the company’s P.O.W. cage, for the more than 100 

prisoners they got, were: Pte. A. J. Hannam, Witchekan, P.O., Sask.; Cpl. 

Evans “Kit” Carson, Breton, and Pte. J. V. Duncan, Grande Prairie. They 

had the help of a German officer in taking 15 prisoners they scared out of 

a cave by Tommy-gun fire. Pte. Matt Bradley, Montreal, paraded 42 

prisoners back on one occasion. 

As Germans poured off the ridge the next morning after Capt. 

McDougall’s attack, everyone had a sniper’s field day. Those who had a 

part in the shooting were: Sgt. Earl Newbold, Saskatoon; Pte. M. R. 

Bourgeau. Aylmer, Que.; Pte. Emmanuel Stickci, Tohill, Alta.; Ptes. H. 

E. McPhee, Heatherdale, P.E.I.; George Traves, North Battleford; 

 

Henry Martin, Radville, Sask.; A. J. Jacobson, High Prairie, Alta.; A. 

A. Gill, Golsby, Alta.; I. F. Norman, Fairview, Alta.; all of whom manned 

Bren or Tommy-guns. The company fired 3,000 rounds of S.A. and 12 

dozen grenades. 

L.-Cpl. Bernard Bilou, Bashaw, Alta., got a wounded man into a ditch 

and finished the amputation of his leg by pocketknife. At the R.A.P. post 

when it was possible to get the man there, the medical officer, Capt. Bob 

Levine, Montreal, said the job couldn’t have been done better by a 

surgeon. 

Bren Gunner Pte. L. Pasco, Fork River, Man., a cool slow-speaking 

westerner, favours the standup position when shooting Germans. When 

he ran out of ammunition after killing an un-estimated number of Jerries, 

he seized a German rifle, sniped the same way and killed six. 

1st Battalion Manoeuvre Nets 700 Nazis 

“A stab in the back, that’s what it was,” said a German officer 

responsible for the defence of the San Fortunata ridge, after he had been 

taken prisoner with 700 other defending Germans and several hundred 

others had been killed and wounded. It was actually a brilliant daring 

manoeuvre on the part of the 49th Loyal Edmonton Regiment which, 

after other battalions had gained a foothold on the crest, sent men through 

the heart of the German position in the dead of night to a spur behind. 

Major McDougall, after his two lead platoons got lost, with only 

company headquarters and a handful of men carried on and infiltrated the 

main position. Two of these men were virtually unarmed, Ptes. Gordon 

Duckmarton, Vancouver, and Bob Laidlaw, Winnipeg. Sgt. Bill Ross, 

Calgary, and another sergeant actually towed their six-pounder anti-tank 

guns behind trucks up a sunken road to support this movement. 

An hour later Major McDougall was joined by a company under Maj. 

Gordon Armstrong, Medicine Hat, which followed through just as 

unnoticed. The only incident was when two Germans were captured by 

Pte. Jim Eady, Renfrew, Ont., and Sgt. A. J. Rudd, Erskine, Alta. 

Positions were fairly well organized when a tiger tank with 40 to 50 

infantrymen following it passed the position going in to reinforce the 

enemy. The tank was allowed to pass, and some of the following troops, 

and then fire was opened, and the melee started. The Germans were 

dispersed. Sgt. Ossie Powell, Edmonton, killed one German, and 

wounded another by grenade. Sgt. Colin A. Wismer, Edmonton, got 

another with his tommy-gun. 

Sgt. Powell, remembering the tank ahead, took Ptes. V. L. Nordvik, 

Donalda, Alta.; Pte. A. I. Campbell, Fort Simpson, N.W.T., and Cpl. G. 

A. Wetton, Prince Albert, Sask., and anti-tank grenades. Planting the 

grenades across the road, when the tank returned, they opened fire with 

the Piat, and when the tank reached the grenades a track was torn off, and 

another bomb finished the crew off. 

It was a grand action, the result of perfect inter-regimental teamwork 

in Gen. Chris Vokes’ division, in which other units made the costly ap-

proach to the ridge, and then forced the Germans into their hands. 

“Nobody distinguished himself particularly,” officers at regimental 

headquarters said later, “everyone did his job perfectly. It was just 

excellent teamwork.” 

Second-in-command of the Loyal Edmontons was Maj. Jim Stone, 

Peace River, while Adjutant was Capt. Len McGurran, Regina. 
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Canadians Clear Grananarolo 

Canadian troops smashing hard at the Germans in the Canadian 

Adriatic sector, have cleared the town of Grananarolo, five miles north-

east of captured Faenza, in almost eliminating an enemy pocket on the 

Senio River’s east bank and established a bridgehead over the Bonifaca 

canal, south of Sant Alberto on Lake Commachio, at the front’s northern 

end. 

Grananarolo was entered by Alberta infantrymen from a company 

under Capt. Doug. Fraser of Edmonton. They were soon joined by other 

companies under Major John Dougan, M.C., of Edmonton, who cleared 

up the town. Although heavily damaged, it still is inhabited. 

Vancouver Branch Ladies’ Auxiliary 

Another report from the B.C. branch of the Ladies’ Auxiliary to the 

49th Battalion Association. We are glad! to state that we have had a very 

successful year socially and financially. 

After sending an average of 12 parcels overseas to our boys every two 

months and our donations to the war effort, and our sick and welfare 

work, we have a very creditable bank balance with which to carry on our 

work. 

Under the leadership of Mrs. Skinner, our president, our meetings are 

very pleasant, being highlighted by reports of delegates to other organiza-

tions. 

Our annual meeting was held in the Hudson Bay Co. on April 13, 

1945, when officers were elected. They were: Honorary president, Mrs. 

W. Wilson; first vice-president, Mrs. E. Waterhouse; second vice-

president, Mrs. G. Chesterton; secretary, Mrs. J. D. McCullough; 

treasurer, Mrs. J. B. Collin; press correspondent, Mrs. G. Chesterton; 

social convenor, Mrs. R. Lamb; door guard, Mrs. McLaren; sick and 

visiting, Mrs. J. B. Collin and Miss E. Bingly. 

* * * * 

G. H. White, better known as Herb, among those of old seven 

platoon, Reg. No. 231595 has sent in dues and has become a member of 

our Association. Herb came to us in May 1916, from 202 Battalion. He 

joined the Scouts and served under “Bill” Tipton. Herb is engaged in 

trapping and lumbering operations near Whitecourt. He recalls such old-

timers as Bobby Henderson, Percy Duvall, Freddy Guest, Red Brinkman 

and others whose service to the Association as Editor of the Forty-Niner 

played such an important part in holding the Association together. 
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FORMER EDITOR PASSES 

 

Captain George Douglas Hunt 

George D. Hunt, 63, a resident of Edmonton since 1906, died shortly 

after midnight, Wednesday, Jan. 24th, in a city hospital. He had been ill 

for a considerable time and in 1939 had to relinquish the editorship of the 

Forty-Niner and enter hospital. 

George had been editor of our magazine on some issues overseas and 

at home since the revival of its publication in July 1929. His work in this 

respect placed our magazine in the splendid position it held as one of the 

leading soldier publications issued and gave such good and valuable 

lessons to his helpers as to enable them to carry along this good work; the 

chief medium of contact with our boys who live away from Edmonton. 

He had at one time held the position of city editor on The Edmonton 

Bulletin, where he carried on work begun on The Toronto Star, Galt 

Reformer and other papers. 

In 1915 he joined the 138th Battalion and was commissioned 

lieutenant. Before the battalion sailed for England he had gained his 

captaincy. Shortly after reaching England the 138th was broken up for 

drafting, George applying for transfer to the 49th had his prayer granted 

and reverted to the rank of lieutenant. He was posted to C company then 

under the command of Captain “Wally” Owen, who died a few years ago. 

He was wounded in the foot by shell fire at Vimy Ridge, April 9th, 1917, 

when in charge of his platoon in the attack. 

Invalided back to Canada he was food controller in Alberta for some 

time after return. Later on he entered the real estate and bond business, 

until forced to retire because of sickness. 
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On retiring from the editorship, he was made Honorary Editor, and was 

the recipient of a gold cigarette case which was presented to him by a 

committee chosen at the January 1939, banquet. Presentation was made at his 

home by General Griesbach, who was accompanied by Col. A. H. Elliott, Col. 

L. C. MacQuarrie and Norman E. Cook, who conveyed the well-wishes of all 

members. 

The funeral was held on Saturday, Jan. 27th from Andrews McLaughlin 

parlors at 2 o’clock. The Rev. E. S. Ottley officiated and interment took place 

in the soldiers’ plot, Edmonton cemetery. Many of his old comrades attended 

the services and burial. 

Surviving are his widow, a daughter, Joan, living in Edmonton; a son, 

Flt.-Lt. E. R. M. Hunt, in Iceland; and a brother, A. C. Hunt, of Winnipeg. 

The laying to rest of our friend, George, was the third sad ceremony the 

members of the 49th had attended that week, General Griesbach and Charley 

Vaughn having been laid to rest earlier. 

The sympathy of our members is extended to his family in their 

bereavement, and we feel along with them the loss of a valiant soldier and a 

good friend. 

Mr. John Kenneth Macdonald, K.C. 

Funeral services for Mr. John Kenneth Macdonald, K.C. of 9932 105th 

St., who passed away on April 21, 1945, were held at Foster and McGarvey’s 

on Tuesday, April 24, at 2 o’clock. Right Rev. Bishop W. F. Barfoot 

officiated, assisted by Very Rev. A. M. Trendell. Interment was made in the 

Edmonton cemetery. He leaves to mourn his loss his loving wife, one 

daughter. Mrs. Frederick Reesor of Edmonton; two sons, Major Alan 

Macdonald, The Loyal Edmonton Regiment overseas, Major Bruce 

Macdonald, 4th Canadian Armored Brigade overseas. 

Mrs. Florence Conyers Clutterham 

Funeral services for the late Mrs. Florence Conyers Clutterham were held 

at Holy Trinity Church, Tofield, on Sunday, Jan. 7th, at 2 p.m. Ven. 

Archdeacon Tackaberry conducted the service assisted by Rev. D. K. Allan. 

She was a daughter of the late Dr. J. H. Tofield, and leaves to mourn her loss, 

her loving husband, A. B. Clutterham, who served with D company in the last 

war, one daughter and one son. Interment took place in the family plot, in 

Tofield cemetery. 

Mrs. Catherine Alice Fishbourne 

On May 11, Mrs. Catherine Alice Fishbourne, widow of the late 432791, 

Cpl. H. W. Fishbourne, C company, passed away in Arnprior, Ont., at the 

home of her son, after a brief illness. She leaves to mourn her loss one son, 

James, and one daughter, Mrs. James Turner of Edmonton. The funeral took 

place at Arnprior on May 14th. 

Mrs. Mary Zolmer 

Mrs. Mary Zolmer, 38, wife of C.Q.M.S. Harry Zolmer, Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment, died as the result of injuries received when she was thrown and 

pinned down by her car in an accident on the Jasper highway about 1:10 a.m., 

Sunday, April 15th. Her husband returning from overseas was expected home 

that same day. 

The funeral service was held on Tuesday afternoon at 2 o’clock at Foster 

and McGarvey’s, and the Rev. Canon Clough officiated. The remains were 

forwarded to Vegreville for interment. She leaves to mourn her loss, her 

loving husband and one son, Donald, Edmonton. 
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THE LOYAL EDMONTON REGIMENT SONG 

Tune — Waltzing Matilta 
O’er the hills of Sicily 

Up the toe of Italy, 

Came the Loyal Edmonton’s from over the sea. 
And they sang as they stuffed 

The bully in their haversacks, 

Who’ll come a marching to Berlin with me? 
Chorus 

Marching to Berlin, marching to Berlin, 

Who’ll come a marching to Berlin with me? 
And they sang as they stuffed 

The bully in their haversacks, 

Who’ll come a marching to Berlin with me? 
 

First we met the Wops 

And then we bumped Tedeschi; 

He stopped at Ortona and so did we. 
But by the New Year we sang as we moved again, 

Who’ll come a marching to Berlin with me? 

Chorus 
Marching to Berlin, marching to Berlin, 

Who’ll come a marching to Berlin with me? 
But by the New Year 

We sang as we moved again. 

Who’ll come a marching to Berlin with me 
 

From Arielli mud and rain 

Down into the Liri Plain, 

We met the Para. Div. once again. 
And we chased them up the Western Shore,  

Singing as we sang before, 

Who’ll come a marching to Berlin with me? 
Chorus 

Marching to Berlin, marching to Berlin, 

Who’ll come a marching to Berlin with me? 
And we chased them up the Western Shore,  

Singing as we sang before, 

Who’ll come a marching to Berlin with me? 
 

Over the hill-tops, 

Down the valleys, hear the Wops, 

Crying “Cattivi Soldati veni!” 
They take moo-cow from my Casa anyhow, 

They leave nienti mangiare for me!” 

Chorus 
“Nienti Mangiare, nienti mangiare, 

They leave nienti mangiare for me! 
They take moo-cow 

From my Casa anyhow, 

They leave nienti mangiare for me!” 
 

Soon we’ll sing another song, 

For we know it won’t be long, 

Till the Wops say Tedeschi “Andare vi.” 
There’s another tune to play 

On the road to Mandalay, 

Who’ll come a marching to Burma with me? 
Chorus 

Marching to Burma, marching to Burma, 

Who’ll come a marching to Burma with me? 
There’s another tune to play 

On the road to Mandalay, 

Who’ll come a marching to Burma — NOT ME! 
 

GLOSSARY 

(Very rough translation) 

Tedeschi — the Germans. 

Cattivi Soldati veni — the wicked soldiers come Casa—house. 

Nienti mangiare — nothing to eat. 

Andare vi — to go away. 
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WHERE IS MY WANDERING BOY? 

 

 

 

Bert Taylor writes from Peace Cottage, 

Brendon, North Devon to Earle Hay, and en-

quires for the whereabouts of Alan McAuley, 

who was later Lieut, and Transport officer. We 

have again lost trace of this “elusive 

Pimpernel.” If anyone has his address, please forward to Bert, or 

to the corresponding secretary. Mr. Taylor, in his letter, tells an 

interesting story of his command of the Devon Home Guard, and 

it’s very lightly and curiously armed beginning with later on its 

highly and well-armed efficiency. He gives credit to General 

Griesbach for the way he was able to handle these “men of 

Devon” and bring them to their highly polished state reached 

when they “stood down” in December 1944. We may later on be 

able to publish a full account of his command’s doings. 

Capt. Jas. McQueen, according to a news item from Red 

Deer, was elected to the executive of the Canadian Legion branch 

there, at the election of officers last January. 

Fred Hurt, who has retired from the farm, is now living at 

11911 92nd St., Edmonton. He brought along dues to the cor. 

secretary, who lives across the street from him, for F. G. Dilley, 

315 7th Ave. N.E., Calgary. 

John L. Ward has sent along his dues, and now is living at 

Box 396, Kamloops, B.C., where he has taken up residence with 

the hope of. helping his fight against asthma. We hope he will find 

the climate there of benefit to him. 

Glad Harrington, of the 66th, who sends along a donation, 

and a very substantial one to the Forty-Niner, occasionally does 

this as he says, “because he keeps contact with men he served with 

in the 66th who later were transferred to the 49th.” We hope Glad 

has the best of luck up at Keg River, Alta., where he has a job of 

work. 

William James Sprowl, No. 115889, enlisted in the 10th 

C.M.R.’s, Jan. 21st, 1916, and was transferred to the 49th, 1 

platoon, A company. He suffered from trench fever and shrapnel 

in his leg and foot. Discharged, Jan. 31st, 1918. Occupation, 

farmer. Address, 118-4th Ave. West, Calgary, Alta. 

Dick Storey, 435050, now lives at 839 5th Ave. West, 

Calgary, Alta. Tommy Higgleton sent along both his and H. C. 

Owen’s dues money and particulars. 

H. C. Owen, M15771, enlisted in the 1st Battalion Sept. 11th, 

1939. He did not say what platoon or company. He suffered a 

stomach wound. Owen was at Currey Bks. in May and had 54 

years’ service. Occupation, farmer. Home address, Ponoka P.O., 

Alta. 

Sam Goodwin, Athabasca, Alta., who served in D company, 

heard of the death of the General and left his farm to walk into 

town to catch the bus for Edmonton. He was just in time to parade 

at the funeral. He wishes all his old friends the best of good things. 

A. M. MacDonald, D company was elected vice chairman of 

the New Edmonton Industrial Development board at its first 

meeting in the Civic Block, last April. 

Mervil Alexander Runyon, “Paul,” M15852, enlisted in the 

1st Battalion, Sept. 18th, 1939, age 26, and was posted to 15 

platoon, C coy. He was wounded in the foot, legs and thigh. 

Discharged, July 7, 1944, with 4 years 94 months service. Civil 

occupation, barber at Irma, Alta. Runyon says he is following in 

the footsteps of an old 49er, for he bought Jim Hedley’s business. 

Well, here’s wishing you good shooting and snipping in your pool 

room and barber business. 

Charles R. Christie, “Dick,” M7238, enlisted in the 1st 

Battalion Sept. 20, 1939, age 24, and served with the “Good Old 

Band.” He is still serving at this date, May 24th. Service, 5 years 

and 8 months. Civil occupation, C.N. Railways. Home address, 

Box 119, Edson, Alta. Married, two daughters. Tommy Higgleton 

of Calgary sent along Christie’s particulars. 

James McGowan, “Mac,” M16315, enlisted in the 1st 

Battalion Oct. 2, 1939, age 41, and served with H.Q. Coy., 4 

platoon. Mac served with the 1st and 1-4 Battalions Royal Scots 

Fusiliers in the last war for seven years, serving in France and 

Palestine with the 52nd Division. He was wounded in Palestine. 

Total length of military service 13 1/2 years. Civil occupation, 

dairyman. Present place of residence, 225 Woodfield Rd., 

Toronto, 8, Ontario. Married. McGowan sent along $5.00 for dues 

and in his letter, says, “Thanks a lot for sending along a copy so 

promptly. I got more information in it than I have had in two years 

about the Regiment. I know most of the men mentioned of the 1st 

Battalion and sure wish I was out there to meet them. I got a real 

kick out of seeing Sgt .Cheshire’s photo and record, of course that 

is understandable, he was in my platoon. I just clipped an article 

out of the Ottawa paper (May, Ed.) about Col. J. Stone, and the 

Regiment, about this trip to Berlin. My regards to any of the boys 

you contact, and the best of everything to the Association. 

H. H. Bendall, Hattonford, Niton, Alta., expresses his deep 

regret at the passing of “our gallant Colonel,” the title best known 

to the boys he took across the channel, before he earned his later 

distinction. The association lost a true friend and leader, and 

Canada has lost a gallant and brave soldier and counsellor. I know 

all members of the association feel his loss and a sincere sympathy 

for Mrs. Griesbach. Bendall sends his best wishes to all and to 

those who are carrying on the work of the association, 
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J. P. Riley, Ponoka, Alta., who served with B company, found a 

young Wandering Boy at Ponoka so sent along his address to be properly 

inducted into the association. Riley tells of the bad luck Andy Liddle had 

out their way. The steering gear of his car got loose, and the car upset in 

the ditch. Andy is still crippled and has a stiff neck, two broken ribs and 

a cut in his “hind leg,” J. P. terms it. The car is badly wrecked and is not 

as tough as Andy. Riley sends his best to all his old sidekicks. We hope 

Andy will get over his injuries and be around to see us at one or other of 

the doings. 

David M. Morris, M9534, 105th Street, Edmonton. Service record 

— 5 June 1940, to 29 May 1941, Canada only. 

Joseph Lieberman, 10026 106th Ave., Edmonton. Enlisted Sept. 

6th, 1939. Went overseas 23rd Dec. 1939 and returned to Canada 1st May 

1943. Now employed at beauty parlor work. 

Hamilton Lyttle, City Police, Edmonton. Enlisted March 16th, 1915, 

and went overseas, England, in June 1915. From England to France in 

Oct. 1915, and from France to Canada, Feb. 1, 1919. Enlisted again in 

Sept. 1939, and was discharged in Dec. 1939, rank of Sgt. 

Ed. Tannous, 9310 105th Ave. Proceeded overseas with 1st 

Battalion, Edmonton Regiment Dec. 1939. Returned to Canada March 

1942, as instructor for six months. Proceeded overseas Dec. 1942, C.S.M. 

Wounded in Feb. 1944, near Oronto, Italy. Returned to Canada from 

England in May 1944. Right leg amputated. Now employed with Dept, 

of Veterans Affairs. 

John D. Scott, 10153 153rd St., Edmonton. Proceeded overseas Dec. 

1939, with Edmonton Regiment as company instructor. Posted 3 CIRU, 

Borden, England to No. 1 CIRU Witley, England, in Dec. 1941. 

Voluntarily reverted to join the Edmonton Regiment in June 1942, after 

three months hospitalization. Back with unit Dec. 1942. and promoted 

Sgt. Returned to No. 13 D.D. Calgary, Dec. 1942 as P. of W. Escort. 

Posted to No. 133 CA(B)TC, Wetaskiwin, Alta., as No. 2 Coy. Sgt. 

Instructor. Returned to No. 13 D.D. Calgary, Jan. 1945, for discharge. 

Discharged 30th Jan 1945. Now employed in Health of Animals Dept, of 

Civil Service. 

David McAra, 11643 84th St., Edmonton. Enlisted 7th Jan. 1942. 

Went overseas with Edmonton Regiment from June 1942, to June 1944. 

Proceeded to Sicily on 10th July 1943. Was wounded in action on 17th 

July 1943, and was in hospital in Mediterranean area to March 1944, and 

one month in hospital in England. Returned to Canada in June 1944. 

Discharged 7th Aug. 1944. Presently unemployed. 

James Wallace, 11412 94th St., Edmonton. Enlisted 5th Sept. 1939. 

Went overseas 19th Dec. 1939. A/L.-Cpl. 15th March 1942. A/Cpl. 17th 

July 1942. A/Sgt. 1st Feb. 1943. Conf. Sgt. 11th Nov. 1943. Has been 

continuously on the strength of the 49th Battalion, Sicily, 28th June, ’43. 

Italy, 3rd Sept. 1943. Wounded in action 21st Dec. 1943. T.O.S. 2 D.D. 

4th May. Admitted to Christie St. Military Hospital. 1st June 1944. 

Arrived at No. 13 D.D. 13th June 1944. Discharged 22nd July 1944. Now 

employed as a welder’s helper in the Edmonton Street Railway. 

Quinton McGarvie, 7712 110th St., Edmonton. Enlisted in World 

War I Jan. 1915, proceeded to England June 1915, and from England to 

France, Nov. 1915. Repatriated from France to Canada and discharged in 

Feb. 1919. Presently unemployed. 
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Eugene Bouchard, 11348 97th St., Edmonton. Enlisted 8th Sept. 1939, at 

Edmonton. Proceeded overseas Dec. 1939, and returned to Canada Oct. 1943 

with rank of Sgt. Now taking Vocational course. 

William Middlemas, 10916 71st Ave., Edmonton. Enlisted 23rd Sept. 

1914. Discharged 8th May 1919. Service — Canada, England and France. 

Enlisted 13th Sept. 1939. Service in Canada and England. In England from 

12th May 1940 to 6th July 1941. Discharged 6th March 1942, with rank of 

Sgt. Presently unemployed. 

W. Wensil, 1st Battalion L.E.R. now lives at Looma, Alta. 

F. J. Roy, M17328, joined 10th platoon of B Coy. in May 1940. Now 

residing at 9518 100th St. 

J. G. Johnson, M102349, of 6th platoon of 1402 16A St., Calgary. 

“Pat” Devine, M16027, a September 39er and a fixture at H.Q. Charlie 

Coy. until Nov. 1941, when he took the ulcer route home. Is now a merchant 

and postmaster at Demite, Alta. 

David M. Wyllie, M16787, known around C Coy. as “Doc,” since June 

1940. Wounded in the leg and arm. Staying at 6726 127th Ave. 

Jack Stocki, M17108, of 17th platoon, overseas since March 1940, and 

back at the coal mine with a bothersome leg. Residing at 9619 109A Ave. 

Roy Edgar, M15764, the read-headed stand-out of A Coy, an original 

39er, wounded in the thigh. 

Tom Lichacz, M66571, of Calmar, wounded while with Support Coy. 

Joined the unit in October 1941. 

Cliff McCarville, M16355, managed to last out with No. 1 platoon H.Q. 

Coy. from Oct. 1939 to Dec. 1944. Is tapping the telegraph keys at Watino. 

The Jossul Brothers, Nick and Steve of 11926 44th Street, both 

shoemakers and tough babies to tackle in a wrestling match. Both joined in 

Sept. 1939. 

Carl Macdonald, M15585, a quarter bloke with ulcers, an Imperial tobacco 

smile and the Oak Leaf of a mention-in-dispatches. 11917 80th St. 

F. C. Crawford, M15883, of H.Q. Coy., over five years with the battalion 

and now a stationary fireman living at Ste. 40, Arlington Apts. 

Joe Zak, M104314, a young fellow in A Coy., who spent two months with 

the unit before starting the trip home from Sicily with an amputated leg and a 

smashed arm. 

R. H. Diederick, M15679, of B Coy. an original and an ulcerite, now a 

wandering letter carrier. Was always good on a route march. 

Tup Tupper, M16620, enlisted Jan. 1940, and discharged while in Col. 

Belcher hospital in Dec. 1944 Badly wounded in the back and foot. Care of 

C. Hanbrook, R.R. 1, Red Deer. 

Steve Wanchulak, M15705, an original B Coy., finds that a couple of 

broken legs do not prevent him from driving a streetcar. 

Bob Williams, M16256, known only as Sally Ann among the old-timers at 

10041 106th St. 

F. H. Holloway, M10613, without whom, D Coy. would have felt out of 

place. Farming at Demmitt. 

Rufus T. Lundwill, M16946, a familiar face at any field telephone. Now a 

“D.R” at the Imperial Bank. Shot in the arm at Ortona. 

Capt. J. R. Armstrong, the Timoshenko of the Canadian Army, back in 

Canada to instruct after being wounded in Italy. Address c/o M.D. 11, 

Vancouver. 

W. P. Graham, Imperial Bank, Portage la Prairie, Man., had a cup of coffee 

and a chin-wag with Geo. Key down their way, and then later had a round of 

golf. Graham doesn’t meet many of the boys around in that district, although 

No. 3 Conditioning Centre has been located there a while. He has heard some 

great stories of the achievements of the young battalion from officers of other 

units, and says, from all accounts they are living up to the traditions of the 

Regiment. He sends regards to all old friends. 
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Alexander McLeod, M15650, enlisted in the 49th Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment Sept. 8th, 1939, age 25, and served with Headquarters Mortar 

Platoon. He has five years and nine months service, and is still at Mewata 

Barracks, Calgary, Alta. Civil occupation, miner. Home address, Box 48, 

Mountain Park, Alta. McLeod has joined the association, and is another 

man contacted by Tommy Higgleton, Calgary. Good work, Tommy! 

E. F. Simmons, No. 905119, enlisted with the 194th and later, as he 

says, adopted the 49th, is now living in Hitchins, Kentucky, U.S.A., Box 

121. Simmons was very sick a few years ago but is now able to do a 

reasonable day’s work. He may be able to pay a visit to Edmonton this 

year on his way to Tawatinaw to visit his brother. 

Charles J. Whalen, M17J83, enlisted for the 1st Battalion L.E.R. 

April 3, 1940, age 22. He served with the Pioneer platoon, Support 

Company, having joined the battalion, August 7th, 1941. He was 

wounded twice. Discharged, June 7, 1945, after five years and two 

months service. He is a farmer, at Prestville, Alta. 

Peter Dunn, c/o Calgary Telephones, Calgary, has again sent along 

a donation for the comforts fund, in his words, “I expect we will still be 

able to subscribe to the old regiment as I have heard it mentioned in the 

news that it will be going across to the Pacific after it has had a chance to 

reorganize. So, if the boys do as well in the East as they have done in the 

European battles, the regiment will certainly have a wonderful record. 

Pte. N. S. Hall, M53298, Headquarters Q.M. Stores. Camp 132, 

Medicine Hat, Alta., hometown Lethbridge, has managed to meet a 

member of the Edmonton’s who has been discharged. On his request an 

application form was sent to him to have filled out. He showed the young 

49er a copy of the last magazine and he was quite impressed with it. 

R.W. Harold Pinkney, 898029, M.M., Croix de Guerre, who held 

the fort with the quarante neufs in the First Dofunny, was a visitor to 

Edmonton, June 18th, attending the Elks’ convention. Harold introduced 

the writer to Alex Brereton, V.C., of the “Little Black Devils” 8th 

Battalion with whom we took a course on trench warfare in the “days of 

real sport.” Harold took out a life membership and also brought dues for 

Vince Olitch, Bellevue, Alta. 

George Armstrong Smart, M16427, enlisted in the 1st Battalion 

Nov. 16, 1939, age 24, and served with Battalion H.Q. He was wounded 

in Italy, May 25th, 1944. Discharged June 2, 1945, holding rank of 

sergeant. Total service five years, 6 months. He is a creamery worker and 

farmer at Bonnyville, Alta. 

A short letter, from Roy Anstee of Edson, speaks volumes. He says 

he has three kids serving, no one around to do the chores. Keeps Roy a 

busy man. Many an old Forty-Niner will agree to that and we hope by 

now your boys are home again. Very welcome are dues paid in advance. 

An interesting letter, from Bill Barnett of 6021 Madden Ave., Los 

Angeles, expresses thanks and appreciation for the “Forty-Niner.” Bill 

speaks of Tommy Tipton, Bill Palmer and Beatty of Riverside, three we 

would like to hear from.

 

 
  



Jul 1945    No. 41             THE FOURTY NINER 
 

Page 40 of 65 
 

 
George Branton, of Ryde near Sidney, Australia, Steady “D” might 

be pleased to know that Ted Locke and another old “D” coy. man took 

time out at the last dinner to drink a toast to G.B. We had a nice letter 

from George. Sorry to hear the old war wounds were giving him trouble. 

We have a very welcome letter from Mrs. L. Carman of Victoria, 

B.C. Speaking of the death of General Griesbach, Mrs. Carman pays a 

sincere tribute to his memory by saying he was a true friend to all who 

had the privilege of knowing him and how much we shall miss his 

leadership. Yes, in peace or war his life was dedicated to the interests of 

his country. 

Dues and a kind word of thanks for the Forty-Niner comes from W. 

D. Chalmers, 212 11th St. South, Lethbridge. Thanks W. D. 

A letter from W. H. Collins written January 29th. He sends dues and 

speaks kindly of the magazine committee. Also, he hopes the Russians 

will get to Berlin soon. Well, they are there, also some of our boys this 

time. Collin’s address is R.R. 1, Tuxford, Sask. 

We do enjoy getting letters from fellows who have little chance of 

getting to the dinners and so miss the personal contacts we so much enjoy. 

Here’s one from F. Crozier, 3920 State St., Salem, Oregon. He has had 

a visit from Albert Fowlie. He says the Forty-Niner keeps him in touch 

with some of the old gang, such as: A. Croasdale, Kinross, Pete 

Holland, Digby Harris and others. We are glad the old magazine helps 

some. 

As in many of the letters on file there is a sincere word of regret at 

the death of General Griesbach, and the loss our Association has sus-

tained. George Gleave writes feelingly of this from Camrose Training 

Camp. Written Jan. 30th. No doubt we will be seeing more of George 

soon. George is now back on civvy street. 

There was a letter in an Edmonton paper some time ago about who 

invented the original “Bangalore Torpedo.” All old-timers will recall 

Major Jack Harstone and his deadly instrument for destroying barbed 

wire entanglements. He writes from Bowser, V.I., B.C., sending dues. He 

says he will be moving to Parksville this spring and mentions one 

Constantine, a Forty-Niner, and a prominent storekeeper there. 

C. H. Holmes sends dues and writes with regret at the passing of 

General Griesbach, Charlie Vaughan, and Capt. Hunt. He sends regards 

to all old comrades. His address is 307 Montreal St., Victoria, B.C. 

James Laing contributes a thought along with his dues and writes, 

“far too cold for me to attend dinner in January, better make it July.” How 

about the church parade, July 29th, J.L.? Laing’s address is P.O. Box 

4089, Edmonton. 

T. M. Mounsey writes interestingly of his thoughts about political 

fiddling. Many of us burned up too, T. M. Let us hope, pray and work 

with the boys returning, for a better deal all round. Mounsey’s address is 

Sunset Prairie, B.C. 

D. McPherson writes from Box 57, Clairmont P.O., Alberta. Another 

of the old faithful’s we are very glad to hear from. He sends thanks for 

the Forty-Niner and dues. What a link the old magazine is. 

Here is a letter from C. K. Mackenzie Shades of the old Signal 

Section and those blithe spirits of other days. Mac was visited by Bill 

English. He says twenty-two years between visits has not made a lot of 

difference. Grey hair and girth in most of us. We would like to hear more 

from the old Sigs, so how about taking pen in hand fellows. MacKenzie’s 

address is Prov. Police H.Q., Victoria, B. C. 

We have a note from Geo. B. Reade of White Mud Creek with dues. 

We also have a card from Elmer Rivers from Sonoma County, Post 57, 

Canadian Legion, Petaluma, California. Thanks boys. 

A. G. Rowlands, Bank of Montreal, contributes a nice letter of 

appreciation to the executive for the very successful banquet and tips his 

beret for the excellent issue of the magazine. Well A. G. we remember 

the good job you did handing out the francs, eh boys. 

 

 

Lt.-Col. George Beaton was home on a 30-day rotation leave last 

April after service overseas with the Loyal Edmonton Regiment and the 

Canadian Postal Corps since late 1939. He transferred from the regiment 

to the postal corps in May 1942 and was one of the first Canadians to 

land in North Africa when he was attached to British forces. He is now 

assistant-director of postal operations for the western front. 

Fred Smee writes from 3993 W. 35th Ave., Vancouver. He says 

thanks for the Forty-Niner and would like to, get in touch with the 

Vancouver branch of the Association. No doubt by this time that has been 

accomplished. Smee apparently has recently moved to Vancouver: good 

luck in your new location. 

Dues and a nice letter of thanks for the magazine came from Stanley 

H. Thieme from Newton, P.O., B.C. 

A. H. Williams, 669 Walker Ave., Winnipeg, Manitoba, writes a 

very interesting letter sending dues and a contribution to the cigarette 

fund which is very much appreciated. He also speaks of meeting Charles 

Dempster and Bob Mayes, also H. Stonehewer is mentioned in his letter. 

Incidentally Williams says how hard it is to remember names of the old 

gang, well “tempus fugit” has to answer for a lot.

 

  



Jul 1945    No. 41             THE FOURTY NINER 
 

Page 41 of 65 
 

MANY STOUT HEARTS HAVE PAID SUPREME SACRIFICE OVERSEAS 

 

“Their Name Liveth For 

Evermore” 

 

  
Lt. Alistair K. Macdonald Pte. Charles F. Gibson Capt. R. A. Scott 

Killed in action in Germany, March 25, 1945. Was attached 
to South Staffordshire Regt, on loan to British Army, and 
was with 1st Gordon Highlanders when killed. Son of Mr. 

and Mrs. Hugh Macdonald, 8609 111th St., Edmonton. 

Received fatal wounds in Italy last December. His wife lives 
at Suite 2, Lonsdale Apts., Edmonton. Pte. Gibson enlisted 
in August 1940 and went overseas in Sept. 1942. Parents 

and sister live at Colinton, Alta. 

Died of wounds after being taken prisoner on Oct. 27th. 
Born in Edmonton in 1918. Graduate in Commerce U. of A. 

and worked with Kinnaird and Aylen. Survived by his 
parents, Capt. R. J. Scott of 12052 93rd St. 

   
Capt. Douglas G. Fraser L/Cpl. Roy MacMillan Pte. Raymond J. Robertson 

Son of James Fraser of St. Paul was killed in action in Italy 
after being twice wounded in Sept, at Rimini, Italy. Enlisted 

in 1939. Took officers’ training course at Gordon Head 
after being- overseas two years. 

Was 23 and was a native of Gadsby where he attended 
school. Enlisted in 1940 and went to Sicily with Edmonton 
Regt. Parents, Mr. and Mrs. J. C. MacMillan live at Niton, 

Alta. 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Alex S. Robertson of High vale, Alta., 
he was 10 when killed in action in Italy. Enlisted in Tan., 

1944. A sister, Mrs. Horace Holden resides at 11520 95th 
Street, Edmonton. 

 

“My sword I give to him that shall succeed me in my pilgrimage, and my courage and skill to him that can get it. My 

marks and scars I carry with me to be a witness for me, that I have fought his battles who now will be my rewarder.” 
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“So he passed over and all the trumpets sounded for him on the other side.” —The Pilgrim’s Progress. 

   
Pte. Vernon W. Fuller Pte. Alphone J. Laforce, M.M. Pte. Norman Letendre 

Killed in Belgium in April. Prior to enlistment was in 
trucking business. Has three brothers in the services. En-
listed August 1942. Was son of Mr. and Mrs. W. F. Fuller, 

8830 94th St., Edmonton. 

Killed in action with Loyal Edmonton’s. Won his decoration 
for tending 12 casualties under heavy enemy fire when a 
stretcher bearer. He was 22 and a son of Louis Laforce of 

Legal, Alberta. 

Enlisted in Sept. 1939. Is survived by his mother, Mrs. Mary 
Letendre, two sisters, Violet and Dorothy, all of Lac St. 

Anne. Killed in action with Edmonton Regiment on 
Western front in April. 

   
Pte. H. R. Magnan Cpl. John David Owen Pte. Angus Rector 

Killed in action in Italy. Born at Lac la Biche, April 22, 1922. 
Went overseas in Dec. 1943. Was twice wounded before 
being killed. His parents, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Magnan live 

at Beaumont. 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Owen, Wetaskiwin, died of 
wounds received in Italy, two days before his 25th 

birthday. Enlisted Sept. 1939, with Edmonton Regiment. 
Was wounded during blitz in England. 

An original, was 33 years old. His wife and mother live at 
11436 88th Street. Was killed March 3rd on Western Front. 
Lived at Larkspur in Peace River when he enlisted. Born in 

Nova Scotia, educated in Alberta. 

 

“Surely he hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows — But he was wounded for our transgressions, he 

was bruised for our iniquities” — Isa. 52. 
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“There are no distances, nor sea, nor land, A mother may not traverse night and day, I smooth the blanket on 

his bed . . . Good night, my son, God keep you in his hand.” 

—May Carleton Lord, in Ladies’ Home Journal. 

   
Lt. John C. Pape Lieut. Robert H. Birks Cpl. Fred K. Park 

Killed in action April 7th. Twice wounded, he went 
to st Division. Attached to Loyal Edmonton’s 
originally and had trained with British Army; 

husband of Miss Vera Freeman, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. C. G. Freeman, 9858 82nd Avenue. 

Reported missing in action. Enlisted in Feb. 1940. 
His father, William Birks, lives at 9918 104th Street'. 

A sister is serving in the R.C.A.F. at Rivers, Man., 
and a brother in Holland. His wife lives in Calgary. 

Killed in action with the Loyal Edmonton’s. Before 
enlisting lived at Sion, Alta. His father served in First 

Great War. His widow and baby daughter live at 
10920 72nd Ave., Edmonton. 

 

 

 

 

Presumed Dead 

Lieut. Joseph Kostelec, previously reported 

missing in action, was last February presumed 

dead. He was with the Special Service Force in 

Italy when he became a casualty. Son of Mrs. K. 

Kostelec, 10756 98th St., he was born in 

Yugoslavia and came to Edmonton when a boy. 

He joined the Loyal Edmontons Sept. 4th, 1939 

and went overseas. He was wounded in 

December 1943, when with the Special Force he 

rescued a wounded officer under fire. He was 

commissioned in January 1944. The story 

connected with his mission is a strange one. Gen. 

Robert Frederick, wrote to the officer’s wife, 

saying that while in combat, Lieut. Kostelec gave 

the order to withdraw. In the process he was hit. 

The following day, the observer said, he saw 

Lieut. Kostelec being carried off the field, sitting 

up in a stretcher which was being carried by two 

Germans. He was being carried to the German 

lines. 
 

Sgt. Armand Roy Cpl. Duanne M. Hubbard 
Overseas for more than five years, killed on eve of 

departure for Canada. Was an interpreter with 
civilian services. Born in Chauvin. Attended St. 

Joseph’s high school here. Was first French-
Canadian in Alberta to enlist. Has three brothers in 

services. 

Died of wounds received in action. Went to Loyal 
Edmontons in June 1944. Wes employed here prior 
to enlisting with N. A. Railway. Was the son of Mrs. 

B. Hubbard of Nebraska, U.S.A. 

“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 

peril, or sword?”—Rom. 8.   
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“When thou liest down, thou shalt not be afraid; yea, thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall be sweet.”—Ps. 91. 

 

 
 

Killed Overseas 

Sgt. Glen Edmund Miller, 23, formerly of 
Meanook, has been killed in action on the Western 

Front, according to word reaching his mother, Mrs. 

Ruby MacIntyre, 1057 E. 13th Ave., Vancouver. Sgt. 
Miller was a member of the Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment. He has three brothers in the armed forces, 

another brother at Meanook, and two sisters as well 
as his mother at Vancouver. He was injured twice 

while on duty. 

 
Killed in Action 

Cpl. Sydney Hill, M175537, who enlisted in the 

1st Battalion on Sept. 5, 1939, was killed in action at 
Rimini in Italy, Sept. 18, 1944, while serving with 

“A” company. He leaves his widow in Edmonton, 

Sub. P.O. 28. 

 
Pte. C. Henry Padget, Paratrooper Robbie, Ian C. F/O J17247 

Pte. C. Henry Padget, Canadian paratrooper, a son of Mr. and Mrs. H. 
Padget, of Tiger Lily, Alta., was reported to his parents by National Defence 
H.Q. to have been killed in action, last March. Pte. Padget’s father was the 
first settler in the Tiger Lily district; he, himself, was the first child born in 
the community, and the first man from there to enlist during the present 
war. His father was a member of the 49th Battalion during the First Great 
War, and wrote a letter regarding a raid that took place before the Vimy 
attack during the winter of 1916-17, which appeared in an earlier issue of 
the magazine. We all feel for our friend in the sad loss of his fine son. 

Presumed Dead 

In the local papers of June 23, 1945, in the casualty list appeared the 

following: Missing — Now presumed dead: Robbie, Ian C. F.O., J17247, 

Mrs. I. C. Robbie) wife), 9663 88th Ave., Edmonton. Ian is the son of J. 

Robbie, and Mrs. Robbie, 11211 71st St. Robbie, sr., served in the band with 

the 49th. A member of a Beaufighter squadron, the officer was reported 

missing in August 1944, after a sweep across the English Channel. He 

enlisted in August 1941, after completing his third-year engineering at the 

University of Alberta. Mrs. Robbie, Jr., the former Geraldine Broadribb, 

daughter of Sgt. F. A. Broadribb, R.C.M.P. and Mrs. Broadribb, has a two-

months’-old daughter, Dorothy. She was married to F.O. Robbie while she 

was serving with the R.C.A.F. women’s division. 

“What can we say to you, who die, while we still live?” 

  

  
 

  



Jul 1945    No. 41             THE FOURTY NINER 
 

Page 45 of 65 
 

2ND (RESERVE) BATTALION LOYAL EDMONTON REGIMENT 
Lt.-Col. G. D. K. Kinnaird, E.D., Commands—Good Realistic Training. Use Assault Boats—Lt.-Col. J. Stone, D.S.O., M.C., Pays Surprise Visit to Camp—Col. Knight, 

49er, Compliments Battalion. 
 

This semi-annual report of the 2nd (R) Battalion, Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment, is being written at Sarcee Camp where the unit is 

undergoing annual summer training. Lt.-Col. G. D. K. Kinnaird, E.D., 

is officer commanding the battalion having taken over from Lt.-Col. 

R. Walter Hale, M.C., E.D., last June 22. 

With approximately 18 officers and 150 other ranks under canvas, 

the 1945 camp has proven to be one of the best since the unit was 

organized in 1940. Administration and training has gone along 

smoothly under the capable guidance of the C.O., Lt. J. D. 

Sandilands, acting adjutant and Capt. W. J. Angus, training officer 

Maj. Ronald Martland, acting second-in-command, has done an effi-

cient job while Maj. Frank Heron has under command the company 

taking advanced training. Capt. F. D. Conroy, unit medical officer, 

has also been at camp. Unfortunately for us, but fortunately for the 

camp, our R.S.M., C. F. Laubman is camp sergeant major this year. 

The training syllabus has consisted of weapon training, drill, 

fieldcraft and battle drill, gas chamber, organized sports and the 

annual camp two-day tactical exercise. The scheme this year took the 

form of a company exercise and the role of the Edmonton Regiment 

was that of denying a bridge across the Elbow River to the enemy. 

Many lessons were learned from this exercise and much sound 

tactical knowledge gained by all ranks. Feature of this scheme was 

the crossing of the Elbow River in assault boats, the first-time 

members of this unit had ever had the opportunity of handling these 

infantry water craft. The main part of the scheme took place at night. 

 

 

For the first time live H.E. grenades were thrown by all members 

of the unit and some successful results were attained. It is also 

expected that the unit will go on the Piat range before the camp closes. 

Capt. R. C. L. Nyblett, camp weapon training officer from Currie 

Barracks, stated that members of this unit conducted themselves as 

well or even better than some active service units in handling live 

grenades. 

Another important highlight was the night demonstration staged 

by a company from A-16, C.I.T.C., Currie Barracks, in the vicinity 

of Point D. The demonstration took the form of a company repulsing 

an enemy counterattack and then pressing through an assault on the 

company objective. Tracer used by the anti-tank six-pounders, the 

medium machine guns and the Brens, as well as the firing of 

parachute flares, made a thrilling spectacle. More than 100 

demolition charges represented enemy artillery fire, while three-inch 

mortars added to the realism of the scheme. 

Officers of the unit were guests at lunch of Col. Louis Scott, 

D.C.M., E.D., commanding the A-16 Infantry training centre on July 

17. In the afternoon they were on a tour of the centre and witnessed 

all branches of training infantry recruits undergo. 

Lt.-Col. Jim Stone, D.S.O., M.C., commanding officer of the 1st 

Battalion, Loyal Edmonton Regiment overseas until his recent return 

to Canada to prepare for duty in the Pacific theatre of war, was a 

surprise visitor to the 2nd Battalion in camp. He inspected the Q.M. 

stores and the unit messing arrangements and then visited the men’s 

lines. Later he was guest of Col. Kinnaird and officers at dinner. He 

left the following day for eastern Canada to take a special course' in 

orientation. 

Officers of the unit held their annual mess dinner on the 16th at 

which, Col. Louis Scott, Col. E. R. Knight, V.D., officer commanding 

the 41st Reserve Brigade Group and other staff officers were guests. 

Several officers, who served with the 1st Battalion overseas and now 

stationed at Currie Barracks, also were present. 

The Sergeants also staged their annual mess dinner and this year 

the men held a party in their mess. The Sergeants’ committee 

consisted of R.Q.M.S. J. Tennant, acting R.S.M. T. E. Booker and 

Sgt. Sam Satanove. 

Major-Gen. Turner, inspector general for western Canada, spent 

two days in camp visiting the various units. He was very favorably 

impressed with this unit’s quarter stores and suggested that other 

units in camp should come and inspect them and pattern their own 

along these lines. Credit for this goes to R.Q.M.S. J. Tennant who has 

done a thorough job. The I.G. also complimented the whole unit on 

its general efficiency. On the same day, the 2nd Battalion had the 

distinction of having the cleanest lines and the cleanest kitchens in 

camp. 

Col Knight also paid the unit a compliment by announcing that 

the Edmonton Regiment was the smartest unit in the march past 

following church parade on the Sunday morning. At the present 

writing results of the inter-unit sports have not been announced. This 

battalion was defending the Rube Ward sports trophy which it won 

in camp in 1944. 
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Lt.-Col. Cromb returned to Edmonton last February on rotation leave, 

after more than five years overseas. He left Edmonton in December 1939 

and served with them in Sicily and Italy. He served with them until after 

Ortona, and then returned to England. There he was appointed second-

in-command of an Highland regiment, and later appointed to command 

an infantry unit which was attached to an armored division in France. 

“Bill” Cromb speaks well of the fighting done by the Canadians in both 

the Mediterranean and Western fronts, and said, “it would take a hard 

summer’s campaigning to defeat the Germans who would make a 

stubborn fight of it.” He was certain though the fighting qualities of the 

allies would be victorious in the end. 

Loyals Send Photos 

We received a letter from Col. Cromb, per Capt. and Adjt. E. L. Boyd, 

enclosing two photos of groups. One was of the officers taken at Elmelo 

in Holland before Col. Stone left the battalion, and the other was of the 

W.O.’s and Sgts, taken at the same time. Unfortunately, they had been 

cracked in transit and will not make a good picture, but the one of the 

officers was available from another source and most likely appears in this 

issue. We will, no doubt, later on be able to get another copy of the 

W.O.’s and Sgts, and publish it then. Major A. M. Johnson is 

commissioned to write us giving news of the troops doings. 

 

Promotion of Col. E. B. Wilson, of the Loyals, to the acting rank of 

Brigadier was announced, last June by National Defence Headquarters. 

He commanded the Loyals from August 1940, to June 1942. He then 

went to a senior staff post with the 1st Canadian Division and later with 

the 2nd Division and was subsequently posted to Canadian Military 

Headquarters in London. 

Born at Innisfail, Alta., he graduated from the University. of Alberta. 

He later took the senior militia staff course at Kingston, Ont., and the 

senior officers’ air course at Trenton, Ont. After going overseas with his 

regiment in 1939, he took the senior officers’ course in England. His wife 

and two children live in Edmonton. 
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LETTER DIRECT FROM ITALIAN FRONT 
Tells of Christmas Doings of 1st Battalion—The Young Ones Can Scrounge as Well as We Old Ones Did—Song Composed and Rendered 

With Gusto by All—Parcels on Time and in Goodly Numbers. 
 
The Editor, 

The Forty-Niner, 

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment Publication,  

Edmonton, Alta., Canada. 

Dear Sir: 

Some weeks ago, the Commanding Officer, Lt.-Col. J. R. Stone, 

D.S.O., M.C., asked me to write you every so often to let you know just 

what the regiment is doing. Now I have no experience whatsoever in 

journalism, so you will have to bear with me, and if you will drop me a 

line to give me an idea of what material and how much of it you require, 

I would appreciate it immensely. 

I thought perhaps you would be interested to know just how the 

regiment spent Christmas. 

Before going into details, I would like to give the Postal Service a pat 

on the back. Last year Christmas cards and parcels began to arrive about 

the end of January, but this year the timing just couldn’t have been more 

perfect. Gifts and cards started to roll in about ten days early, and every 

day there was an increase. “Huge” is the only word that can describe the 

lot that arrived on Xmas Eve. That is what really made the holiday for 

the boys, for when all is said and done, the knowledge that our loved ones 

are thinking of us is what keeps us going. 

As you know, last Christmas the regiment spent the day in kicking 

the German 1st Para. Div. out of Ortona, and it was just another day — 

and a pretty grim one at that. This year, almost to the last minute, it looked 

as if we would be in contact with the enemy again on the holiday, but the 

powers that be decided that we should have a break. We were pulled out 

of the line and whistled down by truck to a small town which in peacetime 

is an Adriatic Sea-side resort. There we were accommodated in several 

hotels and houses, and arrangements for the big meal started as soon as 

we arrived. On Christmas Eve most of the Coys, had parties of their 

own—and most of them had chicken. Just where the chicken—which we 

now call “galina” — came from, I won’t say as it is a military secret. I 

will just allow you to give rein to your imagination. This, with the 

contents of the above-mentioned parcels plus the issue rations, and I can 

assure you that no one went hungry. 

The next day came the big meal in the traditional style. The dining 

room of one of the hotels was quite large, and we ran three shifts, and 

everyone had a sit-down, bang-up Christmas dinner. Turkey with all the 

trimmings, pudding, and beer, beer, beer. The piece de resistance, though, 

was neither the turkey nor the beer, but the floor show. This consisted of 

the introduction of a new Edmonton Regiment song to the tune of 

Waltzing Matilda, and it was introduced by the authors. These were, the 

Colonel, the second-in-command, Major A. F. MacDonald, the “I” 

officer, Lieut. O. R. Browne, the “Sigs” officer, Lieut. W. A. Kitching, 

and others. It went over big, and since then it has spread the length and 

breadth of the land, so for your information I am attaching a copy of it, 

together with a glossary of the Italian terms, which are now a part of our 

vocabulary, but which the average Canadian reader could hardly be ex-

pected to understand. If you should happen to print it, please do so with 

apologies to the authors of Waltzing Matilda. 

The officers of the regiment all combined to form a corps of waiters 

to serve the dinner. It was some job, and after the three sittings we were 

limp and beaten, and really ready for our own dinner which took place 

that night. Again that evening all the Coys, celebrated on their own, and 

the abundance of beer, vino and eatables combined to assure all the 

various parties of an overwhelming success. 

The next day we left our holiday resort, and it was “business as usual,’ 

and you know what our business is. It was not as good as a Christmas at 

home - it just couldn’t be, but just the same I am sure we will all look 

back on Xmas 1944 in Italy with happy memories. 

I hope we’re home for Xmas this year, though.  

Sincerely, 

T. N. ADAMSON, Lieut. 

A/Adjt., The Loyal Edmonton Regiment,  

17th Jan. 1945. 
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RETURNED LOYAL EDMONTONS 

The following is the list of men returned from overseas during the last six 

months, up to the middle of June: 
M15906 Clausen, E. F., Eckville. 
M15998 Conger, E. B., Mercoal. 

M16061 Cote, P. H„ Girouxville. 

M15882 Cruthers, G., 12601 69th St. 
M16028 Dana, C. M., Goodwin. 

M16099 Decoine, J. E„ Slave Lake.  

Ml7084 Dragon, J. F., Daysland. 
M16863 Duncalfe, J. C., Wetaskiwin. 

M16523 Duncan, J, no address. 

M16849 Gibson, I. A., 1315 11th St. W., Calgary. 
M16819 Hawk, W. F., Parkland. 

M15936 Hornback, H. W., 9442 100A Ave. 

M16166 Howson, J. A., Barrhead. 
M16590 Jacobson, L. M., North Star. 

M16157 Jarvis, H. B., 538 Jarvis St., Toronto. 
M16957 Kennedy, R. J., 10558 103rd St. 

M16413 Kirkpatrick, W. G., 10410 125th St.  

M16747 Knutson, C., 10505 81st Ave. 
M16753 Lenglet, E., 10974 97th St. 

M15759 Lidgett, J., Brightview. 

M16221 Morgan, M., Macklin. Sask. 
M16520 Mueller, J. C., Styal. 

M16085 Mullen, F. J., 8123 104th St. 

M16634 Murdock, H. G., Box 323, Kingsville, Ont. 
M16599 Murland, R., 10214 90th St. 

M16713 Myers, J. H., 14330 Stony Plain Road. 

M.16887 McBratney, P. B., Brampton. Ont.  
M17389 McCallum, A. F., Vilna. 

M17534 McConnaghy, M. L., Box 1331 Grand Prairie.. 

M16478 McCulloch, J., 10654 96th St. 
M16350 Nishikawa, W. S., 1022 19th Ave. E., Calgary. 

M16459 Page, E. C., 1520 22nd Ave. W., Calgary.  

M16255 Pasula, F. H., Hay Lake, Alta. 
M17171 Nixon, M. E., Watino. 

M17005 Pearson, E„ 6 Brant Blk., 427 Logan Ave., Winnipeg. 

M16777 Reay, 11937 86th St. 
M16399 Reed, G., Records. 

M16194 Reid, T., 5 Warwick Apts., Edmonton. 

M16730 Ajas, B. R., Peeos, Alta. 
M16454 Amer, F. A. R., 828 5th Ave. N.E., Calgary  

M15586 Cross, A. A., 10708 107th St. 

M16966 Duncan, T. C., 1157 McClare St., Victoria. 
M15636 Evans, E., 9647 106th Ave. 

M15511 Holmes, J. Box 182, Edmonton. 

M16592 James, T. T„ 10154 106th St. 
M15727 Knight, P., 10657 110th St. 

M16379 Moreau, L. B., Dollard, Sask. 

M16018 Murdoch, W. J., Valleyview. 
M10137 McLennan, E. B„ 11322 86th St. 

M15903 Perry, F. T., 9425 88th Ave. 

M15929 Pridie L., Dixonville. 
M16285 Sykes, F. H. C„ Bashaw. 

M15993 Thomas, W. F., 9337, 107th Ave.  

Lange, B. P. Capt., 10534 125th St. 

Packebusch, D; W., Lieut., 10115 122nd St.  

M17193 Edey E. G„ Dalroy. 

M16831 Everett, D. B., 2nd St., Medicine Hat. 
M16789 Ferrier, H., Sedgwick. 

M16954 Frischknet A., Busby. 

M16524 Garvie, C. H., Box 566, Kelowna, B.C.  
M16300 Gates, G. C., 10238, 109th St. 

M17106 Armit J., 20th Ave. and 27th St. N.W., Calgary. 

M16748 Badmington, C.A., Edmonton. 
M16506 Barr, J., Wetaskiwin. 

M16144 Bell, N., Pickering. 

M16511 Beniston, E. D., 11845 66th St. 
M15557 Berkan, G., R.Q.M.S., Southey, Sask. 

M16016 Black, C. E., Camrose. 

M17158 Black, G. K., Camrose. 

M30870 Bower, R. W„ 10247 107th St. 

M16761 Brennan, A. L., Fort Saskatchewan. 
M16213 Cameron, F. A., Flat Lake. 

M17012 Campbell. A. M„ 9231 92nd St. 

M16275 Campbell I., Fort Simpson, N.W.T. 
M15839 Chester, J., 9836 Jasper Ave. 

M15664 Rodway, W. G., 7532 111th Ave. 

M15644 Russell, D. G., Donalda. 
M16870 Shenfield, V., Darling. 

M17048 Springsteel, E. R., 9710 106th St. 

M16400 Stubbert, 11429 78th Ave. 
M16611 Talbot, M. R., 2113 5th St. W., Calgary. 

M16122 Tillet, V. D., Vermilion. 

M15745 Turchinsky, D., Fallon. 
M16253 Turchinsky, S., Lacombe. 

M16537 Wachter, A. A., Athabasca. 

M16706 Watson, D. R., 9616 111th Ave., Edmonton 
M16923 White, D. E., 10029 116th St. 

M15602 Wigston, T., 11220 94th St. 

M16813 Wymer, G., R.R. 4, Calgary. 
M16610 Funnel, L. T. F., 9006 102nd Ave. 

M17360 Moffat, G. E., 4509 McLeod Trail, Calgary. 

M106852 Standeven, J. A., Glenevis, Alta. 
M15851 Escott, J. D., Sgt., Rice Lake, Alta. 

M16046 Robertson, J., Dawson Creek, B.C. 

Sims D. C., Capt., 10142 122nd St. 
M31244 Berry, R., Innisfail. 

M17111 Rattray, C. G., Lavoy. 

M15722 Winkler, H. G., 10904 123rd St. 
M16325 Burry, T., S.-Sgt., 11217 97th St. 

M16197 McPherson, J. R„ 11820 93rd St. 

M16408 Ross, W. N., 934 19th Ave. W., Calgary. 
M16010 Brekke, S. C., Grande Prairie. 

M16044 Cook, W., 9914 105th St. 

M16013 Holloway, F. H., Sgt. 10027 115th St. 
M17306 Elder, H. L., 11038 87th Ave. 

M17328 Ray, F. J., 9518 100th St. 

M16860 Raison, W. J. P., 11208 102nd St. 
Ml6721 Ferguson, C., Brooks, Alta. 

M16241 Writton, F„ 11926 95A St. 

M15632 Abraham, H. B., L.-Cpl., 9817 67th Ave. 
M16434 Blaine, G. S., Minburn. 

M16441 Goldie, V., Cpl., no address. 

M16225 Kostyshyn, J., Loeshore. 
M16272 Lawrence, H. M., Drumheller. 

M15719 Masterson, S. F. J., Sgt., 9222 92nd St. 

M16208 Pelletier, R. G., Suite 113 Belmont Blk. 95th St. 
M15952 Poulton, H. D., 9352 107th Ave. 

M17058 Pritchard, H. L., Ponoka. 
M15981 Virtue, J. D„ Canyon Creek. 

M15587 Walford, C. H., Sgt. 8745 81st Ave. 

M16955 Walker, R., Sgt. Gibbons P.O. 
M15970 Webb, J. C., Sgt. Athabasca. 

M17210 Freeland, C. B., Cpl. Peace River. 

M17359 Rudyk, M., C.Q.M.S., 9314 104th Ave. 

M16174 Scramstad, C. M., Arlington Apts. 

M16427 Smart G. A., Bonnyville. 

M65587 Akinam, W. J., Berwyn. 
M16549 Beamish, C. S., S.-Sgt., Peace River. 

M107676 Ganske, G. W., 10178 88th St. 

M31217 Haase, A., Sgt. Windburne. 
M3119 McNeill, D., no Canadian address. 

M17313 Harris, W. T. H., Vermilion. 

M17010 Horton, E. E., 10230 146th St. 
M17223 Hogue, C. D., Peace River. 

Steeves, A. J., Lieut., Edmonton. 

M15997 Atkinson, H. B., Goodfare. 
M105524 Fitzgerald, E. G., Winfield. 

M54218 Mantle, A. E., 9736 97th St. 
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M17271 Reynen, M. D., no address. 

M35503 Baldrey, K. M., Clear Prairie. 
M56738 Bullas, F. N., 1914 25th St. Calgary. 

M17326 Burgess, H., 10227 105th St. 

M15594 Desjarlais, J., Toronto. 
M65431 Holukoff, W., Kamsack, Sask. 

M17327 Jardine, R., R.R. 2, Ardrossan. 

M17089 Macanhonic, J., Ripley. 
M15752 Mearon, W. J., High Prairie. 

M15538 Melton, S. L., Cpl. (M.M.) 14415 Stony Plain Road. 

M16953 Milne, J. R„ Cpl., 11339 95A St. 
M15781 Reay, J., 43 Connors Road, Edmonton. 

M17234 Sawan, A., Slave Lake. 
M66206 Scholes, J. P., Gibbons. 

M106759 Simpson, J. L., Balbonny, B.C. 

Ml6422 Smashnuk, W., Bryanson. 
M56778 Starr, T. M., Fairview. 

M10851 Tourond, P. P., L.-Sgt., Pincher Creek, 

M15907 Vaughan, C. H., Onoway. 
M16577 Watt, W., 9522 102nd Ave. 

M16632 Wilkins, C., 10313 95th St. 

M16563 Buttnort, Beverly. 
M16022 Connors, T. J., Grande Prairie. 

M15895 Johnson, J. N., 8340 Jasper Ave. 

M16393 Mattison-Mansfield, K. R., 9922 86th Ave. 
M15567 McLaren, A., C.S.M., Camrose. 

M15758 Olson, B., Sgt., 11224 99th Ave. 

M16522 Wilson, W., Minburn. 
M31094 Kisilewich, A., Innisfree. 

Day, E. W., Major, 10247 121st St. 

M16473 Craven, R. N., R.Q.M.S., Reno. 
M16270 Polhill, W. A., Sgt., R.R. 4, Edmonton. 

M15680 Rees W., Sgt. 309 Kitchen Block. 

M15914 Chapin, T. R., Breton. 
M15896 Chettleborough, S. A., 12027 95th St. 

M16142 Donke, H., Lavoy. 

M16407 Irish, A. W., 10644 113th St. 
M16249 Jones, T., Cadomin. 

M16568 Cachuk, J., 11535 91st St. 

M16224 Kmech, S., 7 Wallis Apts., Calgary. 
M15688 McPherson, A., 11935 91st St. 

M16557 Othen, C. E., R.R. 4, Tofield. 

M16116 Rennie, D. J., Vegreville. 
M15681 Roy, R., Waterways. 

M15699 White, D. A., 12605 69th St. 

M16004 Wills, W. G., Goodfare. 
M17131 Dickey, O. H., Rochester. 

Ml7004 Gaschnttz, F. A., Duffield. 

M15562 Greening, E. O., 7303 104th St. 
M16382 Knowles, J. A., 10715 103rd St. 

M17060 Lamont, J., no address. 

M16223 Selvage, H. L„ 12005 82nd St. 
M31163 Krinisky, T„ The Pas, Manitoba. 

M16064 Cuuingham, J., 436 8th Ave. E., Calgary. 

M16744 Ritchie T., 9334 Cameron Ave., Edmonton.  
M15520 Chettleborough, L. F., 12027 95th St. 

M16538 Kokoski, W., Smoky Heights. 

M15667 Burton, H. W. 7910 110th St. 
M16273 Dick, E. C., 9630 111th Ave. 

 
M15867 Miller, J. T. A., Bulwark. 

M15909 McCabe, J., no address. 

M16055 Otto, G., Dixonville. 
M15935 Patterson, J. R., 1711 Leavenworth St., San Francisco. 

M16410 Wetmore, E. G., Cherry Point. 
M15683 Mergaert, E. G., 9538 95th Ave. 

M16685 McKay, IL, 9931 84th Ave. 

M16993 Rehaume, H. J., Wetaskiwin. 
M16566 Roberge, C. H., Tofield. 

Irwin, C. B., Capt. 509 24th Ave. W., Calgary. 

M17082 Ford, R. P., Brant, Alta. 
M16135 Borden E. A., 297th St., Helens Ave., Toronto. 

M104139 Auger, E., Ft. McMurray. 

M15704 Beshkevich, V., no address. 
M8425 Biggar, A. G., Namaka. 

M102473 Bilsky, J., Lincoln. 

M140660 Brown, R., Box 575, Vulcan. 
M106943 Calliou, D„ Frog Lake. 

M16604 Clark, T. A., Red Deer. 

M37661 Damgaard, A., 226 8th Ave. E., Calgary. 
M17190 Dryer, R. M., Grande Prairie. 

L2504 Dumont, C. P., Duck Lake, Sask. 

M102629 Fossen, L. H., Killam. 
M100045 Gattolliat, R. A., Brierville. 

M17287 Johansen, J., Provost. 

M17205 Mabley, H. C., Dixonville. 
M16912 Savage, J. A., Sedgewick. 

Robertson, A. L., Lt., Minburn, Alta. 

M17097 Butlin, A. M., Morningside. 
M15741 Drummond, W. II., 12032 89th St. 

M16562 Eaglesham, M., R.R. 4, Tofield. 

M15504 Farrugia, J., 12106 92nd St. 
Ml6254 Lechelt, H. E., Hay Lake, Alta. 

M16340 Markowsky, M., Derwent. 

M16316 Martin, N. R., 11752 95th St. 
M15824 McEachern, R.R. 3, Killam. 

M15698 McVee, D. W., 9533 106A Ave. 

M15536 Southall, R. C., 11216 80th St. 
M16392 Stady, B. A., 10408 95th Ave. 

M16222 Tamblyn, J. W., Macklin, Sask. 

M15593 Webb, R. H., Fort Saskatchewan. 
M16189 Zolmer, H., C.Q.M.S., 9323 110th Ave. 

M16828 Congdon, G. J., 350 7th St., Medicine Hat. 

M17536 Stark, T. J., Glenleslie. 
M16265 Wilson, A. F., no address. 

M17188 Butterwick, R., Heart Valley. 

M17196 Moore, T. O., DeBolt. 
M16928 Van Humbeck, J., R.R. 2 Rimbey. 

M17101 Demers, P. J., 9721 100A St. 

K634 Goodall, T. J., 28 Bond St., St. Johns Nfld. 
M17041 Moody, W. G., Homeglen. 

M107887 Purcell, S. A., Otter St., Banff. 

M16071 Trindle, B., Slave Lake. 
M103556 Hammermeister, H. H., Roily View. 

M17021 Hogson, J. E., 8002 100th St. 
M11226 Milnes, J. G., 1410 Comox Ave., Van., B.C. 

M30890 Moore, R. C., High Prairie. 

M106760 MacAlister, D. E., Pipestone Creek. 

M17295 Reels, J. M., 10810 97th Ave. 

M106774 Rowe, S. A., Fairview. 

M16615 Barwick, F. J., Deville. 
M16363 Blomberg, S., Camrose. 

M31328 Majer, R., Anselmo. 

M17087 Donald, C. C. H., Canyon Creek. 
M17534 McArthur, L. E., Goodwin. 

M107077 Wolfleg, M., c/o Indian Agent, Gleichen. 

M16327 Nichol, G., 10928 83rd Ave. 

M15880 Phillips, L. H., 13131 65th St. 
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M16543 Smith, J. G., Athabasca. 

M15651 Storrier, A. J., 9318 101A Ave. 

M16452 Wright, C. C., Three Hills. 

M16995 Carruthers, R. N., 10479 92nd St. 
M16053 Wallace, M., Milestone, Sask. 

M15561 Missingchuk, F., Camrose. 

M17272 Spruhan, C. H., Strome. 
M17016 Couch, T. W., 12501 87th St. 

M15584 Jackson, D., 11510 94th St. 

M15946 Hempstock, W. J., Battle Lake. 
M15553 Rhodes, R. H., 11912 92nd St. 

M15746 Whitford, W. J., no address. 

M17468 Cote, J. H., Therien. 
M17516 Barber, A., Pouce Coupe, B.C. 

M16313 Ahern, J., 18900 Strasburg, Detroit, Mich. 

M17068 Geddes, A. S., 101 94A St. 
M105947 Olsen, A. O., 446 30th Ave. N.W., Calgary 

M16281 Boyle, C. W., 9142 Jasper Ave. 

M15942 Cox, E. K„ 14502 103rd Ave. 
M16309 Doige, H. J., 12008, 58th St. 

M15967 Dusseault, J. A., Girouxville. 

M16126 Milum, S. P„ Golden, B.C. 
M16425 Morcorn, G. F., 230 1st Ave. Bowness. 

M16618 Perry, J. V., 620 3rd St., Saskatoon. 

M10621 Wyatt, F. H., 1222 Dominion St., Medicine Hat. 
M17235 Basarab, J. D., High Prairie. 

M103250 Fricke, R. L., 8709 113th Ave. 

M16920 Scholes, E., Coronado. 
M102402 Smereka, M., Gen. Del., Rife, Alta. 

M16715 Cunningham, E. A., Millarville. 

M16947 Gnot, J. C., Berwyn. 
M102580 Fisher, S., Neerlandia. 

M17079 Rossiter, P. H„ St. Albert, Trail P.O. Edmonton. 

M17360 Marshall, R. M., 11707 82nd St. 
M15899 Austin, G. A., 9648 103rd Ave. 

M16093 Craig, W. D., Winfield. 

M15989 Ferguson, P. A., High Prairie. 
M15969 Martin, R. G., Waterways. Cameron, S. D.,  

Lieut., 11602 97th St. 

M15566 McGregor, M. L. S., 9922 111th St.  
M16267 Thirwell, E. W., 11918 127th Ave. 

M17328 Ray, F. J., 9517 100th St. 

M16908 Monro, A. C., 11532 88th St. 
M16147 Venne, J. W., Two Hills. 

15584 Jackson, D., R.Q.M.S., 11510 94th St.  

M107364 Tourangeau, Lac St. Anne. 
M15733 Letendre, A., Gen. Del., Edmonton.  

M16246 Hately, S., Ardrossan. 
M104760 Isinger, F. F„ McLeod Valley. 

M45504 Seagrave I. G., Ponoka. 

M16295 Tullock, A. P., 12716 123rd St. 
M16449 Young, D., Springbank. 

M17337 Tremblay, M., 13217 122nd St. 

M15785 Hawkins, R. W., Camrose. 
M15817 McLean, A. A., 9527 107th Ave. 

M16065 O’Neill, E. G., Enilda. 

M15718 Robbins, E. F. 9614 76th Ave. 

M16229 Starling, L. J., Hackers, Alta. 

Submitted by 

Cpl. A. E. W Roberts, M.C., 49th Bn. C.E.F. 
 

Change of Address 

J. F. Wallace, M15533, 9 platoon, A company, now lives at 11933 101st St. 

Thank you for the change of address, Wallace. It would ease the work of the 

“Staff” if all members would send along their change of address promptly. 

Commanders of Loyal Edmontons Honoured 

Brig. George Kitching, D.S.O., Montreal, was awarded the Commander 

of the Order of the British Empire; Lt.-Col. H.P. Bell-Irving, D.S.O., Van-

couver, was made an officer of the Order of the British Empire. Both Brig. 

Kitching and Lt.-Col. Bell-Irving commanded the Loyal Edmonton Regiment 

during part of the Italian campaign. Brig. Kitching enlisted in November 

1939, as lieutenant. Lt.-Col. Bell-Irving also enlisted as a lieutenant. Both 

won the D.S.O. in Italy. 

 

Receives His Majority 

Major Victor G. Jamieson, 25, Edmonton officer on the headquarters staff 

of the 21st Army Group in Germany, was promoted to that rank from Captain 

last July. The officer, who went overseas with the Loyal Edmonton Regiment 

in 1939, is a son of Lt.-Col. H. B. Jamieson, 10557 Saskatchewan Drive. Maj. 

Jamieson was educated at Garneau and Strathcona High Schools. 

 

Loyal Edmonton’s Enter Berlin 

(Reuters)—British and Canadian troops entered the western outskirts of 

Berlin in motorized columns at 3:30 p.m., D.B.S.T. (7:30 a.m., M.D.T.) July 

4. A squadron of 11 Hussars from the Seventh Armoured (Desert Rats) 

Division led the march. Lt.-Col. L. O. Lyne took the salute at the march past. 

The “order of battle’ for the entry was a squadron of the 11th Hussars, the 1st 

Battalion Grenadier Guards, a composite Canadian battalion, and other 

troops. 
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Kinnaird Receives Efficiency Decoration 

At a special investiture held at the Prince of Wales Armory, Friday 

evening, Feb. 16th, Hon. Ernest Manning, premier of Alberta, and a 

captain in the 2nd (Res) Battalion Loyal Edmonton Regiment, presented 

the Canadian Efficiency Decoration to Maj. G. D. K. Kinnaird, second in 

command of the 2nd (R) Battalion. The presentation was made before 

officers, non-commissioned officers and men of the unit and a number of 

invited guests. Major Kinnaird was awarded the decoration for long and 

meritorious service in the Canadian Army. His service as a soldier total 

36 years, four of which were spent overseas in the First Great War with 

the 3rd C.M.R.’s and the 49th Battalion, C.E.F. He was wounded in the 

attack at Avion in 1917 and spent four years in hospital recovering from 

his war injuries. 
 

 
Thanks Men of Old Battalion for Their Help - Splendid Work of Ladies’ 

Auxiliary Recognized. 

I wish to take this opportunity to say “hello” to all 49ers whether 

veterans of this war or Great War 1. It has been my privilege to see the 

bond between the young battalion and the old, hold, and ever strengthen, 

during my five and a half years association with the battalion. The 49th 

Battalion C.E.F., made history during their participation in World War 1, 

and set us the new boys, a standard difficult to maintain. 

The few old-timers able to pass the medical officer, came with us 

during those difficult first years and passed on their military knowledge, 

thereby making our initiation to soldiering much easier. Of course, by the 

time we went into action most of them had left us for other branches of 

the service more suitable to forty-five-year-olds than infantry work, but 

their influence was felt during our battle inoculation period. That same 

spirit of help and co-operation must continue during the period of 

demobilization and rehabilitation, which is upon us now. 

 

 
 

Edmonton is, and rightly so, proud of her regiment which will soon be 

returning. However, the regiment is also very proud of Edmonton, and not 

only proud but grateful to her for the many comforts received through the 

Ladies’ Auxiliary during our spell overseas. The Loyal Edmonton Regiment 

was one of the most fortunate regiments. Cigarettes, candy, soap and 

countless other comforts arrived consistently, bank drafts for considerable 

sums of money, and even invitations to request anything that was needed. I 

take this opportunity to publicly thank the ladies who gave so much of their 

time and effort to get the regiment those things which did so much to keep up 

the morale of the troops in difficult times. 

To all returning Loyal Edmonton Regiment men, I say this: Join your 

organization. In unity there is strength. Keep up the comradeship that was 

yours during the war years. The 49th Battalion Association welcomes you all 

as equal members, offers you the opportunity to keep forever in touch with 

the men that served with you and gives you the benefit of twenty-five years 

of experience in dealing with ex-servicemen’s problems. Make it a point, that 

immediately on your return, you see the secretary and become a member. 

I wish you all good luck and hope that when I return from the Pacific, I 

see welded together into one strong organization all 49ers, working for the 

benefit of one another. 
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In ever living memory of the officers, non-commissioned officers and men of 

the 49th Battalion (Edmonton Regiment) who were killed in action, or died of 

wounds received In Belgium and France during 1914 to 1918, and to those 

who have since passed on mainly due to the ravages of war service; also to 

our “sons” who have passed on in this later renewal of our Battle. 

“These men were victorious in death”. 
 

Alfred Bruce Ansell, D Company 

Alfred Bruce Ansell, White Rock, B.C., passed away in Shaunessy 

Hospital, Vancouver, June 6, 1944, aged 67. He was buried in the 

Soldiers’ Plot, Mountain View Cemetery on June 10th, the Rev. H. Berry 

officiating. He is survived by his loving wife, a son, Roger, R.C.N., 

Liverpool, N.S., and five daughters. His many pals of the battalion will 

be sorry to hear of the passing of Ansell, who was a well-known figure 

in the battalion. 

Albert Edward Potter, A Company 

Funeral services for the late Mr. Albert Edward Potter, of 9841 85th 

Ave., who passed away on April 3rd, 1945, were held at Holy Trinity 

Church on Friday, April 6th, the Rev. Canon Winton M. Nainby 

officiated and interment took place in the Soldiers’ Plot, Edmonton 

cemetery. The Canadian Legion service was read, and the Last Post 

sounded. The pallbearers, Forty-Niners and Legion men were: T. H. 

Richards, H. M. Bergman, George B. Crockett, D. Forbes, C. A. Beck 

with and T. Scott. He leaves to mourn his loss, besides his wife, one son, 

Sgt. Ted Potter of the R.C.A.F., and two daughters at home. Albert served 

in the Suffolk regiment in the Boer War, and with A coy., in the last war. 

The association wreath was placed on the grave. 

Charles Henry Vaughn, D Company 

Funeral services for Charles Henry Vaughn, 53, who died in Victoria 

on Thursday, Jan. 18, were held at 2:00 p.m. at Foster and McGarvey’s 

chapel. Rev. R. S. Faulks officiated and interment took place in the 

soldiers’ plot in the Edmonton cemetery. Charley lost his leg in the last 

war and was a member and ex-president of the Amps of Canada. He was 

employed at the Edmonton airport before leaving for the coast last fall 

because of ill health. Surviving is a brother, Fred, of Onoway. 

Lance T. Smith, D.C.M., D Company 

Lance T. Smith, 63, died suddenly at Victoria, B. C., on Sunday, 

March 4. He was moved to Victoria from Edmonton four years ago. 

While serving with his company in the attack at Passchendaele he lost an 

arm and was awarded the D.C.M. for his work in the attack. He, like 

Vaughn, was a member and past president of the War Amps. He is 

survived by his wife and one son, at Victoria, B. C., and two sisters in 

England. 

L. Jacklin 

A copy of the January issue of the Forty-Niner was returned through 

the mails, marked, “Deceased.” The address was, 6776 Curtis St., 

Burnaby, B. C. 

Ben Hirst 

We have received notification of the death of Ben Hirst, on October 

12th, 1944, from Miss L. A. Spink, who had attended him since the 

death of his wife in 1940. Ben died at Scarborough, England, and is 

interred with his wife at Morley, Leeds, Yorks. Ben served in C coy., 

and was a friend of Percy Oldroyd’s, Edmonton. 

Alexander N. Snyder 

Funeral services for the late Alexander N. Snyder, of Webb Block, 

118th Ave., Edmonton, who passed away on January 27 1945, were 

held on Monday, Jan. 29. Interment took place in Beechmount 

cemetery. His son, H. L. Snyder, served with D coy., and lives at 

Farnborough, Hants, England, where he was host to a goodly part of the 

Loyal Edmontons. 

William J. Paterson 

William J. Paterson, father of Guy Paterson, Lieutenant in D coy., 

died at his home in Sussex, N.B., Jan. 18, at the age of 84. He is 

survived by his wife and one daughter, three sons in Sussex, and Mr. 

Paterson, Edmonton. In April 1944, the late Mr. Paterson celebrated his 

60th wedding anniversary. 

Lawrence Edward Booker 

Lawrence Edward Booker, died Friday, March 30, age 55. He was 

buried in Mount Pleasant cemetery, Edmonton. His brother, Sgt. Maj. T. 

E. Booker, 2nd (R) Battalion, Loyal Edmonton, served with the 49th in 

the last war. 
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Mrs. Agnes Dorsey 

Mrs. Agnes Dorsey, 77, died in Edmonton, Tuesday, Jan. 9. She had been a 

resident here since 1912. Prior to that she had lived in Busby for 10 years. 

Funeral services were held in Edmonton on Thursday, Jan. 11, the Rev. E. H. 

Birdsall officiated, and interment took place in Goshen cemetery near 

Morinville. Surviving are two sons: Neil Dorsey of Okotoks, who served in 

the 49th last war and Sigmn. John Dorsey, with the Canadian Army in 

Holland; three daughters. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Templeman 

Mrs. Elizabeth Templeman, 11416 95A St., widow of Thos. Templeman, Sr., 

passed away on Thursday, March 29th. Funeral services were held on 

Saturday, March 31st, the Rev. J. A. Perrie officiated, and burial took place 

in Mount Pleasant cemetery. She is survived by three sons in Edmonton and 

Matthew of Wetaskiwin who served in B coy. in the last war, and two 

daughters. 

Frank O’Coffey, McMurray, Dies 

Frank L. O’Coffey, 69, died in Edmonton, Tuesday, Feb. 13th. Burial took 

place in the family plot in Edmonton. Surviving are his widow; three sons, 

Desmond of Medicine Hat, Edward with the R.C.A.F., and Lawrence of 

McMurray. A son, Pte. Pat O’Coffey, of the Loyal Edmontons, was killed in 

action in Sicily. 

 

List of Honours and Awards 

Earned by Loyal Edmonton Men 

The following list has been gathered from the news columns of our local 

papers and makes no pretense to be a complete record of the honours gained 

by the men of our regiment. At some later date we hope to be able to publish 

a full and complete record. 

Bar to D.S.O.: Lt.-Col. H. P. Bell-Irving, D.S.O. 

D.S.O.: Lt.-Col. J. R. Stone, M.C.; Lt.-Col. W. T. Cromb. 

Bar to M.C.: Capt. J. A. Dougan, M.C. 

M.C.: Capt. Gordon Hutton;  

Lieut. W. J. Stainton; R. S. M. Ranald Dowen, C.B.E.: Brig. J. C. Jefferson, 

M.B.E., D.S.O., E.D. 

O.B.E.: Major A. F. Macdonald; Lt.-Col. E. L. Gibbs; Lt.-Col. G. M. 

Beaton. 

M.B.E.: Major J. H. Adams. 

Croix de Guerre with Palm Leaf: Brig. J. C. Jefferson, D.S.O., E.D. 

D.C.M.: Sgt. A/WO. 11. C.S.M. W. G. Davies. 

M.M.: Pte. B. D. Desjarlais; Pte. A. J. LeForce; Pte. Emil Kidd; L/Sgt. G. 

Antoniuk; C.S.M. A. “Sandy” McLaren; Pte. J. W. Culling; C.Q.M.S. M. 

Rudyk; Sgt. H. O. W. Powell; Pte. Lloyd Blair; Pte. J. W. Magistad. 

Mention in Dispatches: Major J. H. Adams; R.S.M. Ranald Bowen; Sgt. 

Sam Hately. 

E.D.: Lt.-Col. G. D. K. Kinnaird, 49th and 2nd; Capt. R. A. Couch, 49th 

and 1st; Major R. J. Pratley, 2nd; Major R. L. Esmonde, 49th. 

E.M.: C.S.M. E. P. Tannous. 

Bronze Star Medal (U.S.): Lt.-Col. Eric L. Gibbs. 

 
THE ADVERTISERS MAKE OUR MAGAZINE A POSSIBILITY, THEY DESERVE OUR BEST SUPPORT 
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The Loyal Edmonton Regiment,  

Holland, June 14, 1945. 

To Earle Hay, President, 49th Association,  

Edmonton, Alberta 

My Dear Earle: 

This letter is just to say hello to you and the Forty-Niners, and to let 

you know that I have been honored in being named to command The 

Loyal Edmonton Regiment. 

Col. Jim Stone is headed for the East as you know and will no doubt 

have visited Edmonton before this letter reaches you. He has had a splen-

did war record and has done a first-class job with the battalion. 

Before coming to The Loyal Edmonton’s, I was in Oldenburg, 

Germany and was glad to leave it. The non-fraternization policy, while 

being sound, is sometimes hard to follow particularly when some little 

kid of five of six years smiles and waves to you and you return a terrific 

frown. The German nation certainly learned about war this time and 

many towns on the axis of advance are completely flat. 

Our Berlin trip is off. (A reduced representation made the trip, Ed.) 

As a city, Berlin is “Kapoot” and the higher command wisely decided 

that to march up a few rubble-filled streets before a dazed and bewildered 

populace, wasn’t worth the effort. It would have been interesting to match 

vodka for vodka with the Russians, but our troops were not disappointed 

as the very vigorous ceremonial training would have gone on into 

November and we are hopeful of being headed home before that. 

Anyway, Jasper Avenue is the street we all want to march on for there’s 

nothing else like it. 

We are all happy here and looking eagerly forward to seeing you. 

Please pass on from us here, our very best wishes to the 49th Association. 

It will be tremendous meeting you all again. Do you remember the great 

day in 1939 when the old Forty-Ninth and the new Forty-Ninth dined 

together just before we left? I will never forget it! 

Yours sincerely,  

BILL CROMB. 

Lt.-Col. W. T. Cromb Jr., D.S.O.,  

Officer Commanding, 

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment, Canadian Army Overseas. 

 
Mentioned in Dispatches 

Spr. J. O. Betts, R.C.E.M.E., was mentioned in dispatches for 

“Gallantry, outstanding good service and devotion to duty” with the 

Canadian Army overseas. He was born at Neepawa, Man., and came to 

Rochester, Alta., with his parents in 1915. One of his brothers, a member 

of the original 49th Battalion, was killed during the First Great War. 

Beware the Fake Solicitor 

Some person or persons unknown, were engaged last February, in 

fraudulently soliciting subscriptions to the “Forty-Niner.” This person 

was reported in several sections of the city, and we hereby warn all 

civilians and returned men that our magazine is not sold by subscription 

except through the annual dues for association membership, or by 

payment at Mike’s newsstand. 

 

 

Made Director 

Miles Palmer, D company, 49th, of the Sun Life of Canada, Edmonton, 

was made a director of the Life Underwriters Association of Canada at 

the annual meeting held in Toronto last February. 

Jimmy Primrose’s Boy Commissioned 

Jimmy’s son, James, who took training in Canada down in Ontario, 

for the Fleet Air Arm, was graduated at a Service Flying Training School 

down there in April 1944. He won the Admiralty prize for the best all-

round student on the course, and when he returned to the Old Country in 

May 1944, was commissioned as a Midshipman in the R.N.V.R. We offer 

our congratulations to Jimmy’s boy on his success and we wish him the 

“best of luck.” Primrose, senior, you will remember served with B 

company, and was sergeant of the bombers for a good period of our 

service. He wishes to be remembered’ to G. B. Crockett, and all his old 

pals. 

Receives New Year’s Honour 

L/Sgmn. Hinshalwood, 51-year-old veteran of the Imperial Army, 

and now serving in the Canadian navy’s district office in London, has 

been awarded the B.E.M. In the navy for the past five years, he served 

for some time on Atlantic convoy duty and convoyed his son and three 

sons-in-law overseas. The son, Pte. Allan Hinshalwood, Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment, was in Sicily and Italy and was twice wounded. The sons-in-

law, Harry Bannon, 1st Battalion, was killed in action; Robert Knox, also 

of the 1st Battalion, was wounded and is at home; and Mark McCauley, 

also home, was with the Calgary Highlanders. 

Appointed Adviser to Veterans 

Albert F. Hobbins, son of the late Col. A. K. Hobbins, has been 

appointed veterans’ employment adviser in Edmonton. The official, who 

was appointed in June, held the rank of wing commander in the R.C.A.F. 

From 1918 to 1926 Mr. Hobbins was a technical engineer to the R.A.F. 

Later he was a mining engineer, and in 1934 had charge of the 

construction of airports for the department of the interior, and in 1940-41 

was technical adviser to the British air commission. 

Bell-Irving Given Credit 

Vancouver — The tank hunting expedition in which Pte. Ernest 

(Smoky) Smith won the Victoria Cross was the result of an idea 

conceived and put into operation by Lt.-Col. Henry (Budge) Bell-Irving, 

D.S.O., according to a letter received here. The letter, written by Armorer 

Sgt. Bob Sewell, of Winnipeg, said praise for the tank-hunting expedition 

has “originated from all quarters, from as high as army headquarters.” 

Lt.-Col. Bell-Irving was with the Seaforth Highlanders of Canada when 

the action occurred in October. (He was in command of the Loyal 

Edmontons for a period in Italy.) 

Wounded Overseas 

Harold Dancocks, of Red Deer, received word last April that his 

brother, Pte. Alfred Dancocks, has been wounded in fighting on the 

Western Front. We believe he will be a relative of the late C. S. M. 

Dancocks, of D company, 49th Battalion. 

Awarded Certificate 

Alex M. MacDonald received a certificate of appreciation for his 

services as president of the Edmonton club during 1944. This was 

presented by C. J. F. Beny, lieutenant-governor of the Alberta division 

for Western Canada Kiwanis International.
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Martin Caine’s Lumber Burns 

More than 2,500,000 feet of lumber were saved by firemen at 

Prince George, B.C., Saturday, March 17th, when a flash blaze 

destroyed the Caines’ plaining mill and threatened to consume the 

huge pile of lumber in the nearby yard. A total of 25,000 feet of 

lumber inside the mill was destroyed. M. S. Caine, owner of the five-

year-old mill, estimated that the damage would total more than 

$10,000. Martin, served in D company as a sergeant, and later 

received his commission. 

Tom James Norman Wells Calling 

In a letter to Neville, our genial treasurer, Tom James says, he was 

shocked to read of the death of General Griesbach, but thought “when 

he retired he must have been sick, for his heart was in his work.” 

Neville’s account of the punch at the banquet had Tom’s tongue 

hanging right out. He had a good time at the last Yuletime, and he 

said Walker Taylor came along and they had a drink together. Prices 

are very high in that neck of the north, and especially so is the drink. 

Some photos he sent give a good idea of the country, and while rough, 

must be beautiful in the summer. 

Bob Mayes’ Daughter Graduates 

Pipe bands from No. 30 and No. 37 Veterans’ Guards companies 

stationed in Edmonton turned out for a No. 13 Vocational Training 

School graduation ceremony at the Prince of Wales Armoury, 

Thursday afternoon, March 8th. Among the 33 members of the 

C.W.A.C. comprising the class who received their certificates from 

Maj. Mary R. Barker, C.W.A.C. officer, were: A. E. Mayes, daughter 

of Bob Mayes, D coy. 49th, and her friend, H. A. Thompson, both of 

Moose Jaw, Sask. 

Esmonde Promoted and Decorated 

Major R. L. Esmonde, now stationed at Currie Barracks, Calgary, 

and who served with the band of the 49th and the R.F.C. in the last 

war, was promoted from the rank of Captain and also awarded the 

Efficiency Decoration early last March. His wife resides at 9910 112 

St. Edmonton. 

Camrose Staff Transferred 

Lt.-Col. P. J. A. Fleming, commanding officer, and the main staff 

left for Dundurn last March. Edmonton officers included in the 

transfer were: Majors G. E. Gleave, C. Welbourne, K. Watts and 

Capt. Richard MacDonald, Adjutant. Capt. W. A. “Bill” White was 

in command of the rear party. George Gleave, retired at his own 

request at the end of June, having served since 1940. 

Rule Elected Vice-President 

Peter Rule, of the Edmonton firm of Rule, Wynn and Rule, has 

been elected second vice-president of the Canadian Association of 

Architects, at the annual convention held in Toronto last February. 

OUR THANKS TO THE NEWSPAPERS 

The many pictures appearing in this issue indicate the generosity 

of both the Edmonton Journal and the Edmonton Bulletin in their co-

operation by loaning cuts for publication. We are grateful to both of 

our local newspapers for the help they give the magazine committee. 

We also thank all those who assisted in the publication of our 

magazine. 

Do not forget the Advertisers when making your purchase as the 

“sinews of war” are mainly received through their patronage. 

Serves Overseas 

Norman Journeaux, son of the late Thomas Journeaux and Mrs. 

Journeaux, of 9229 95th St., was reported last February to be serving 

overseas. His brother-in-law, Pte. Marvin Schwahl, is serving with 

the Canadian Army in Germany. 

 

Cockroft’s Son Serves in Navy 

Ldg. Coder Gordon Cockroft, R.C.N.V.R., was home on leave last 

April after serving with the Canadian navy along the coasts of 

western Europe since D-day. His father, Milton Cockroft, Edmonton, 

served with the 49th, as also did his uncle, F. S. Cockroft Lamont. 

Safe on Channel Isles 

St. Helier, Jersey.— For the information of Mrs. J. P. Simcox of 

Killam, Alta., her daughter, Mrs. B. Brine, is safe and well in the 

Channel Islands, liberated after nearly five years of German occupa-

tion. Mrs. Brine asked that the message be passed along to her mother 

with the information that she is serving in the St. John Ambulance 

Brigade. The above item appeared in a local paper last May. J. P. 

Simcox, of Killam, served in the 49th in the last war. 
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Forty-Niner’s Son Recruits in Edmonton 

Sgt. Jack Martin, Calgary, a former paratrooper who served with the 

special Canadian-American force in the Aleutians and Italy, was on a 

recruiting mission in Edmonton last February. He was wounded three 

times before being sent home as unfit for further field service. His father 

served in the 49th Battalion, in the First Great War. 

Elected to Farmers’ Executive 

Chester McGowan, Hairy Hill, Alta., who served in B company of 

the 49th, was elected one of the vice-presidents at the third annual 

convention of the Alberta Farmers’ Union held in Edmonton last January. 

Bob Whyte’s’ Girl Injured 

Mary Whyte, 19, daughter of Bob Whyte, C.S.M. “C” coy., and Mrs. 

Whyte, 12140 93rd St., suffered a fracture of the left arm, as also did her 

friend, Betty Ward, when they, along with three other girls were involved 

in a toboggan accident last January, when they crashed into a tree. One 

of the girls made a good recovery, but Bob’s girl is responding very 

slowly. 

Peter Stersburg Lauds 2nd Canadian Brigade 

In a news item sent along by F. R. Hasse, Victoria, Peter Stersburg, 

who was guest speaker before the Women’s Canadian Club, said, “The 

2nd Canadian Brigade which fought there (Cassino) was certainly the 

finest brigade of the Dominion’s army. It was made up of the Princess 

Patricia’s, of Winnipeg and Victoria, the Loyal Edmonton’s and the 

Seaforth’s of Vancouver. 

Late Col. Weaver’s Daughter Married 

Officers of the Canadian Army Service Corps training unit at Red 

Deer formed a guard of honour for Lieut. Frances Kathleen Lillian 

Weaver, C.W.A.C., formerly of Edmonton, and Lieut. William Watson 

Trusdale, C.A.S.C., of Edmonton, as they left All Saints’ Cathedral 

after their wedding Saturday, Feb. 3rd. 

R. M. Cantion, D Company, Named President 

R. M. Cantion, general manager of The Saskatoon Star-Phoenix, who 

served with 16 platoon, D coy., and the Bombers, was named president 

of the Canadian Daily Newspapers Association at its annual meeting held 

in Toronto Friday, April 13th. We are all pleased to hear of the honour 

paid to our old comrade and wish him all success in his duties. 

Bagpipes Presented to 49th 

In a local paper under the heading, “1915: 30 Years Ago,” appeared 

the item: “At the exhibition grounds Rev. Dr. McQueen presented to the 

49th Battalion bagpipes and drums contributed by members of St. 

Andrew’s Society. 

Appointments 

Appointment of Lieut. Frances Kathleen L. Trusdale to the rank of 

captain and second-in-command of No. 2 administrative unit, C.W.A.C., 

was announced last April from H.Q., M.D. 13. Daughter of Mrs. C. Y. 

Weaver, Victoria, and the late Col. Weaver, Capt. Trusdale came to 

Canada with her parents at the age of three. Her brother, Capt. James L. 

Weaver, is overseas. Her husband, W. W. Trusdale, of Edmonton, a 

commissioned officer overseas, has since returned to Canada and is now 

on the reserve list of officers. 

Maj. M. F. H. Browse, M.M., E.D., of Edmonton, who served with 

the Edmonton Regiment in the last two wars, has been appointed officer 

commanding the 13th District Signals, R.C.C.S., with headquarters in 

Edmonton. 

Jennings Son Wounded 

Tpr. Lloyd Jennings, 23, was wounded in action last August 31, 

according to word received by his mother, Mrs. Pearl Jennings, 9643 

108th St. He enlisted in November 1940, with the British Columbia 

Dragoons. A brother, Cpl. Stanley Jennings, is overseas with the 

R.C.A.F., and another brother, Tom, is in the R.C.A.F. at Vancouver. 

They are the sons of the late Lloyd Jennings, who served with A coy., as 

did also their uncles, Bert and Cecil. 

Missing, Now Safe 

Sqdn.-Ldr. Don Laubman, D.F.C. and Bar, son of R. S. M. Laubman 

and Mrs. Laubman, 11649 90th Street, who returned to his squadron 

overseas in early May, after having been reported missing while on a 

reconnaissance flight over Germany on April 14. According to a previous 

report Laubman bailed out of his burning Spitfire over Germany and was 

last seen descending toward heavily treed country. Word of his safety 

was received by his family on V-E Day, so this day will have a double 

meaning for them. Another brother, F.O. Bill Laubman, is also serving 

overseas with the C.A.F. as a bomber pilot. Both arrived back in 

Edmonton in June, but Bill has volunteered for the Pacific. 

Dave Irons Son Serving Overseas 

Dave Irons, of Calgary, who served with the transport, sends along 

word of the illness of our old friend Alex Hay of D. coy. Alex had a very 

persistent cough and the doctor said it was asthma. He left in April for 

Victoria for a month or two to see if the change would benefit him. Dave 

was in hot water for not letting us know his youngest son was serving 

overseas, we had an item regarding the wounding of his nephew in the 

last issue, but the daughter got after Daddy for not letting us know of his 

son Dave’s service. He was born January 1916, and his mother died when 

we were at Ypres in April. He went overseas October 1941, and is C.S.M. 

with the 29th Field Coy. R.C.E. Dave says, Jim Mitchell, A coy. was in 

Edmonton last February, for an operation. Ring Reed was to have let us 

know of Jim Parker’s address, who is supposed to be in Edmonton, but 

he hasn’t at this date, May, kicked through with it. 

Major Crawley Invalided Home 

Still in a body cast after being wounded four months ago while 

fighting with the Lincoln and Welland Regiment at the Maas River, 

Major Crawley grinned happily as he grasped the outstretched hands of 

his parents, Mr. and Mrs. S. J. Crawley, Edmonton, as he was taken off 

the train at Calgary for the Col. Belcher hospital. Major Crawley 

originally went over to the Loyal Edmonton’s and was attached to the 

British 1st Army during the fighting in Tunisia. After the surrender of 

German forces there, he went with his British regiment to the Italian 

Island of Pantelleria. In the North African campaign, he was attached to 

the 1st Battalion Loyal Regiment with which the Edmonton Regiment is 

affiliated. 

Major Agnes Macleod Visits Edmonton 

Major Agnes Macleod, principal matron for the R.C.A.M.C., was 

back in Canada last June after five years’ service overseas and was a 

guest of Dr. and Mrs. Herman B. Wood. Maj. Macleod, formerly of 

Edmonton, is a member of the Royal Red Cross. She is a sister of the 

late Capt. Macleod, killed in the June scrap, and the late Col. Macleod, 

who died a few years ago. 
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Plane Wreckage Found 

The crew of a Vancouver trawler, Good Hope 1, has located near 

Ucluelet, on the west coast of Vancouver Island, wreckage of a 

Bolingbroke bomber missing from its west coast R.C.A.F. base since Jan. 

8, 1944. No trace of the missing crew has been found, one of whom was 

W.O. James Horton, Vegreville, Alta., son of Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Horton. 

Three other brothers are in the services, Lieut. E. J. Horton, who was 

overseas with the Loyal Edmonton Regiment; F.O. A. Horton, R.C.A.F.; 

and Cpl. C. F. Horton in the army. 

 

Back to Civil Life 

Melrose E. Bradford, of 12646 124th Street, Edmonton, was at the 

controls of a giant Halifax bomber a few months ago. Bradford, who was 

a flying officer with a R.C.A.F. bomber command squadron, made 30 

flights over enemy territory. Several times he blasted enemy rail yards. 

Now he works as a switchman for the C.N.R. Edmonton His father, E. B. 

Bradford, switch foreman, at Calder, served overseas with the 49th 

Battalion, C.E.F., on the western front and was wounded. 

 

Bell-Irving Promoted 

Promotion of Lt.-Col. H. P. Bell-Irving, 32, of Vancouver, to rank of 

acting brigadier was announced May 15, by the defence department. 

Brig. Bell-Irving is officer commanding the Seaforths of Canada and has 

been actively associated with the regiment since 1933. For a time, last 

year, he commanded the Loyal Edmonton Regiment and then returned to 

the Seaforths as commanding officer. Brig. Bell-Irving, as he is now, 

commanded the Canadians in, the march past the Queen in Amsterdam, 

Holland, last June 27th. 

 

Son of Forty-Niner Released 

Sgt. C. Reinhart, No. 27121, Calgary Tank Corps, who was captured 

at Dieppe in 1942, was in one of the Stalags upon which the Russians 

were advancing last January. His relatives in Edmonton were anxiously 

awaiting word as to his welfare for they were not certain which camp he 

was in having been moved about that time. Word finally came through in 

May from the national defence department that he had been released, and 

he arrived back in Edmonton in June. His father, No. 433089, C. B. 

Reinhart, served in A company of the 49th, and died in Edmonton a few 

years ago. 

 

Maj. Bruce F. Macdonald Decorated 

Major Bruce F. Macdonald, 27, with a Canadian Armored unit 

overseas, has been awarded the D.S.O. for gallantry in the field. He 

enlisted in the Calgary Highlanders and went overseas with the Lord 

Strathcona Horse. His brother, Maj. Alan Macdonald, who was second-

in-command of the Loyal Edmontons, recently won the Order of the 

British Empire. He returned to Edmonton in June. 

 

1st Division’s Final Parade 

The 1st Canadian Division made its final appearance as a division at 

Rotterdam, Monday, June 11th in a ceremonial march-past with Gen. H. 

D. Crerar, commander of the 1st Canadian Army taking the salute. The 

loyal Edmonton Regiment was absent as it was part of the Berlin brigade 

which was to have taken part in a token occupation for a short period, but 

this was later cancelled. 

 

 

Capt. J. H. Prowse Placed to Reserve 

Authority for the return to reserve status was granted Capt. Prowse 

last June by defence headquarters, M.D. 13. He will now be able to devote 

more time to his duties as Army representative in the Alberta Legislature. 

Capt. Prowse was elected second vice-president of the Provincial 

Command, Canadian Legion, B.E.S.L., at its annual convention in 

Calgary, last June. 

 

Says Japs Fanatical Fighters 

Veteran of service in Sicily, Italy and Burma, Major H. D. Tighe, 

M.C., is of the opinion that the Japanese are the most fanatical fighters in 

the world. He has returned to Edmonton (May) on a 30-day leave after 

more than five years of overseas service. He was one of the first 

Canadians decorated in the European invasion, being awarded the 

Military Cross for gallantry in the Sicilian campaign. 

 

Servicemen’s Representatives Elected 

In the election, held last January to select the representatives for the 

armed services in the Alberta legislature, two Loyal Edmonton Regiment 

men were candidates as soldier members. Lt.-Col. E. B. Wilson, O.B.E., 

E.D., and Capt. J. Harper Prowse. The voting took place outside of 

Alberta and the three servicemen selected to the members-at-large in the 

19th legislature were: C.P.O. L. D. Ward, Navy; Capt. J. Harper Prowse, 

Army, and Wing Cmdr. F. C. Colborne, D.F.C., Air Force. The three of 

them arrived in Edmonton in time to attend some portion of the sitting. 

From the manner in which they conducted themselves and the way in 

which they spoke up regarding the returned men’s problems they should 

be able to make a worthwhile contribution to the affairs and manner of 

dealing with the problems of our returning boys. Two men, who have 

served in the 1st Battalion Loyal Edmontons are now serving the cause 

of the veterans, as W. J. Williams, secretary-manager of the Edmonton 

Branch, Canadian Legion was elected as a member for Edmonton in the 

provincial election. 

 

Cpl. S. L. Melton, M.M., Returns 

Twice wounded in action in Italy, Cpl. S. L. Melton, M.M., who 

served for more than five years with the 1st Battalion, returned to 

Edmonton last February. He won the military medal in 1943, and the 

announcement was made Dec. 23rd, two days before Christmas day, 

when he was wounded. From the Italian front he went to France and was 

wounded again at Caen in July 1944. 

 

Brig. R. A. Wyman Lauds Edmontons 

Brig Wyman, C.B., D.S.O., E.D., of Edmonton, has made a number 

of speeches before clubs and associations and also at the 7th Victory Loan 

campaign. In all of them he told of the valour and fighting prowess of the 

Canadian soldiers. Especially does he mention the splendid part taken by 

the boys of the Loyal Edmontons. He said they and the 1st Canadian 

Armored corps had made a name for themselves which had become 

traditional. 

 

Loyal Edmonton Weds in Edmonton 

A pretty wedding was held at Erskine United Church on Jan. 3rd, 

when Miss Evelyn James of Edmonton, eldest daughter of Mrs. Dora 

James of Vancouver and the late Mr. James of Killam became the bride 

of Cpl. Arthur Phillips, Loyal Edmonton Regiment, only son of the late 

Mr. and Mrs. A. K. Phillips of Killam. The Rev. A. J. Perne officiated. 
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G. P. Irving’s Son Liberated 

WO1 George Norman Irving, son of Mr. and Mrs. G. P. Irving, 

Maclean Block, Edmonton, who was liberated from a German prison 

camp and arrived in England last June, according to information received 

by his parents. He was made a member of the caterpillar club. He was 

taken prisoner after he had used his parachute to escape from his damaged 

plane over German territory. He was a prisoner of war for 21 months. 

Irving’s Dad was C.Q.M.S. of D company, 49th Battalion. 

Jimmy Montgomery 42nd Battalion Soccer Star 

Tommy Robb, who now lives at Lethbridge, Alta, and works for the 

Alta. Gov’t. Telephones, sends along a story of interest to all the old boys 

who remember the stirring feetba’ battles between the Forty-Jocks and 

the Forty-Niners. Tommy Blair, brother-in-law of Robb’s has been in 

contact with Jimmy Montgomery in professional football circles both in 

the Old Country and the U.S.A. and sent along the following account of 

Jimmy’s present war service: Jimmy Montgomerie volunteered at the 

outbreak of war went back as 2nd Lieut. and posted to the Black Watch. 

He wanted to transfer to the Canadian Black Watch, but the War Office 

would not agree. He went out to the 51st Highland Division as Major 

while they were in Tunisia. Then to Cairo and on to Palestine to raise and 

command the 3rd Jewish Battalion. After training this battalion and 

taking them to Italy to finish training he was posted home in January 

1945. He is now at home waiting to go on another posting. He is Lt.-Col 

now attached to 8th Holding Battalion Black Watch. He has a family of 

two boys and three girls. His oldest boy, John, was killed in Crete while 

serving with the 2nd Battalion Black Watch. Robert is serving as Petty 

Officer Artificer in the Fleet Air Arm since the beginning of the war, and 

has served in the aircraft carriers, Illustrious and Premier. Janet, now a 

state registered nurse at Dundee Royal Infirmary, is going to the R.A.F.; 

Margaret is now in 2nd year as a student nurse. Molly still attends school. 

All his old friends will sympathize with Jimmy in the loss of his boy, but 

wish all the family the best of luck, as he wishes all the Forty-Niners. 

Promotions 

The following promotions were announced by national defence 

headquarters last November. Capt. John A. Dougan, M.C. and Bar to 

Major; C.S.M. Roy Hawkins, of Waterways, Alta., to the rank of 

Lieutenant; Major J. H. Tremblay, of Edmonton, to the rank of 

Lieutenant-Colonel, and in charge of the food and agriculture section of 

the Allied Supreme Headquarters Mission in France. 

McCormack’s Son Released 

Pte. Arthur Edward McCormack, of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment, 

has been liberated from a prisoner-of-war camp last May, and was safe 

in the United Kingdom, according to a telegram received by his father, 

A. E. McCormack, 10143 80th St. who was a member of “Steady D” of 

the 49th. 

From the Past 

Under the heading, “Days Gone By,’ April 21st, 1940, in The 

Edmonton Journal was the following: Lt.-Col. L. C. Harris was named 

officer commanding 49th Battalion. Under the heading “Looking 

Backward,” June 1st, 1945, in The Edmonton Bulletin, was the 

following: Without previous announcement, the officers and rank and file 

of the 49th Battalion left the city Saturday evening for an unknown 

destination. There were two special trains, one leaving at seven, and the 

other two hours later. 

Released from German Camp 

Pte. Clifford Kenneth Gossell, of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment, who 

was reported in May to be released from a German prison camp. He 

enlisted in Edmonton in February 1942, went overseas in June the same 

year and was taken prisoner in Italy. His mother, Mrs. Mabel Gossell, 

resides in Edmonton. 

Removed to Hospital in Blighty 

Information was received in May by Mr. and Mrs. A. R. Brown, 

Lloydminster, that their son, Capt. George Brown of the Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment, had been removed to England from hospital in Holland. It was 

expected the officer would be returned to Canada shortly. 

Return to Canada 

A Vegreville soldier, Sgt. George Hamel, has returned home from 

overseas. Sgt. Hamel, a member of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment, who 

went overseas in 1939, took part in the Sicilian and Italian campaigns. He 

won the British Empire Medal, which was presented to him by his 

Majesty the King at an investiture in the field. He spent his leave with his 

mother, Mrs. Emil Roy last May. Sgt. R. H. Rhodes returned to his home 

in Edmonton in May after serving overseas for five and a half years. 

Rhodes joined the 1st Bn. within a few hours of the opening of the Prince 

of Wales Armouries recruiting office at the outbreak of war. He was 

wounded while serving with the regiment in Italy and returned to 

England. After recovering from his wound, he was assigned to an 

instructing post. Lieut. Don Gower, P.P.C.L.I., returned home in May, 

and saw his 15-months’-old son for the first time. He went overseas in 

1939 with the Loyal Edmonton’s, and later returned to Canada to be 

commissioned. 

Awarded Distinguished Flying Medal 

Allan Ross Armstrong, 27, 1611 8th St., N.W., former flying officer 

with the R.C.A.F., has been awarded the D.F.M. for service overseas. Mr. 

Armstrong received his discharge from the air force at Calgary last 

December. He enlisted with the air force two and a half years ago and 

had completed a tour, of operations overseas. He is the son of Mrs. M. J. 

Armstrong, 634 4th Ave. W., and has three brothers, Jack Armstrong, 

formerly with the Loyal Edmonton’s, and now on the executive of our 

association; Teddy Armstrong, with the Royal Winnipeg Rifles, 

overseas; Robert Armstrong, Canadian Military Headquarters, London. 

Skov’s Hold 25th Anniversary 

Mr. and Mrs. C. Skov celebrated the 25th anniversary of their 

wedding, last May, with a reception to more than 40 guests. They were 

married in Denmark in 1920 and came to Canada in the same year. Mr. 

Skov, Chris to his intimates, served in B company of the 49th in the First 

Great War. A son, Cpl. George Skov, is serving with the R.C.A.F. Two 

daughters, Miss Dorothy and Miss Betty are at home. 

Released from Prison Camp 

P.O. David High, son of Mr. and Mrs. David High, of Jarvie, arrived 

safely in the United Kingdom last May after his release from a German 

prison camp. He was reported missing in July 1944 and declared a 

prisoner in December of that year. David senior served with B. company 

of the 49th. We are all pleased to hear of his son’s arrival in Blighty. 
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Loyal Edmontons Invited to Holland 

A letter addressed to: “The relatives of the men of the 49th Edmonton 

Regiment,” was sent to a local paper by Pte. A. E. Simister of the unit. It 

was from a nurse, Maryke Keesirk of Spaensweerd, Holland, and 

contained an invitation to Edmontonians to visit her. She says, in part, “I 

am a nurse in a Red Cross hospital. I used to be a student of Amsterdam 

university but as the Germans deported, imprisoned or shot nearly all our 

professors and lecturers, I could not finish my studies. 

“I do hope many of you will come over to Holland and that you will 

remember my address. I’d be very glad to receive you and show you 

around this small but beautiful country. 

“I thank you from the bottom of my heart for all you have done for 

us.” 

Nurse Keesirk describes how our boys relieved the town, and the 

sufferings of the people. The Germans had killed eight in a few days. Her 

own father was on the list to be killed, but the Germans had to flee. One 

can readily understand her gratefulness towards the boys of our battalion 

who were responsible for the hurried departure of their unwanted 

masters. 

Loyal Edmonton’s Candidates for Election 

Of those who contested seats in the Dominion election last June were, 

Hon. Major Edgar J. Bailey, former padre, and now attached to a casualty 

clearing station, who ran under the C.C.F. banner, but was unsuccessful. 

He was a contestant in Lisgar, Man. Lt. Elwood Mason, was the Social 

Credit candidate for West Edmonton, and made a very good showing 

against a cabinet minister. He is a member of the permanent 

administrative and training staff of the 2nd (Res.) Battalion Edmonton 

Fusiliers. We wish these members of the young battalion “better luck next 

time.” 

Journal Correspondent Visits Edmonton 

R. T. Bowman, Washington correspondent for the past eighteen 

months, was previously in the Old Country and was first editor of the 

Empire news broadcasts for the B.B.C. Soon after the outbreak of war he 

was with the Canadian forces and expressed appreciation of the splendid 

cooperation he had from the Loyal Edmonton Regiment. 

Pte. Rattray, M.M., Returns 

Pte. Charles G. Rattray, winner of the Military Medal for work in 

Italy, returned to Canada last January on the hospital ship Lady Nelson. 

In his Ortona exploit Pte. Rattray got five German paratroopers, three 

machine guns, four rifles, three pistols and large quantities of 

ammunition, including grenades. 

Saw War’s End 

One group of 40 men of the Loyal Edmonton’s left for home half an 

hour after the cease fire in Europe. Sgt. C. Gates, 10238 108th St., was 

one of them who started leave on V-E Day. In the last two weeks of the 

war these men were in Italy, France, Holland, Belgium and Germany. 

Sgt. Gates has seen more than five years’ service with the Regiment. 

Former Commander Welcomes His Men Home 

A large group of returning servicemen of The Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment on the Calgary train arriving here late Tuesday, June 19, had a 

real surprise when the train was boarded at Leduc by Lt.-Col. James Riley 

Stone, D.S.O., M.C. He was accompanied by Secretary-Manager W. J. 

Williams, of the Edmonton Branch of the Canadian Legion, who served 

overseas with the regiment, and also overseas in the last war. 

On Ag’in Off Ag’in Berlin 

A composite Canadian battalion will be part of the British force to 

garrison the British sector of Berlin, so said Field Marshal Montgomery 

last June to correspondents. This battalion would consist of a H.Q. 

company and a rifle company from the Argyll and Sutherland 

Highlanders, Hamilton, a support company and a rifle company from the 

Fusiliers Mont-Royal, Montreal, and two rifle companies from the Loyal 

Edmonton Regiment. When the march on Berlin was first mooted the 

Canadian representation was to have been larger, but owing to delay and 

demobilization this had been cut down and in fact at one time was thought 

to have been all “washed up.” The fine record of our battalion was one of 

the reasons for their being chosen for this honour. 

Wed in Scotland 

Mr. Robert McDowell Marshall, Loyal Edmonton Regiment, and 

Miss Elizabeth Glassford, only daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. Walter 

Spiers of Glasgow, were married May 28, in Carntyne old church, 

Shettleston, Scotland. The groom is the son of Mr. and Mrs. J. D. 

Marshall, 11707 82nd St., Edmonton. Rev. J. C. Finlayson performed the 

ceremony. 

Robert Harvey Rhodes, “Dusty,” M15553, enlisted in the 1st 

Battalion L.E.R. Sept. 6, 1939, age 21, and was posted to 12 platoon, B 

coy. He was injured in a truck accident in Sicily and spent five months in 

a hospital at Algiers, Africa. Occupation, salesman for McGavin’s 

bakery. Home address, 11912 92nd St. He received his discharge the 

latter part of June. 

Norman Wood, M11039, original unit the Calgary Highlanders 

which he joined on Sept. 16, 1939, age 24. He was transferred to the 

Edmonton’s August 23, 1943, and served with 15 platoon, C coy. 

Wounded twice the first time by machine gun bullet at Vino Ridge, Dec. 

11, 1943, and again by shrapnel wound at the Hitler Line, May 23, 1944. 

He was discharged May 11, 1945, with the rank of Cpl. after 

approximately five years and eight months service. Now is hotel clerk at 

Tilley, Alta. W.O.1, E. F. Guest, No. 2 C.M.U. Detachment, R.C.A.F., 

Currie Field, Calgary, who served with the old 49th sent along Wood’s 

name. Fred is busy putting in some air force installations down that way. 

Richard Swift, No. 898319, of 1430 6th St. N.W., Calgary, sends his 

best wishes to all old friends, and met up with Tommy Higgleton during 

this summer in our Southern cow pasture. We’d better duck after that one. 

L. D. Harvey, Hon. Secretary of the Canadian Ex-Servicemen’s 

Association of Great Britain, of Hastings, Sussex, England, received the 

last January issue of our magazine. In his letter he said he saw Wm. 

Bradfield who served with C company and now lives in Ewell, Surrey, 

England, at a Vimy Day parade and service in London. At a V-E Day 

parade arranged by the Mayor of Hastings he met, 437018, Ernest Yates, 

152 Queens Rd., Hastings, who served with the 51st before transfer to 

the 49th. 
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NEWS AND VIEWS OF YOUNG BATTALION’S DOINGS IN CANADA AND OVERSEAS 
Items of Interest in Local Newspapers Rewritten for Our Magazine Readers, 

in Chronological Sequence ... By Norman Arnold 
 

September, 1944. 

Bill Boss Writes of Loyal Edmontons 

“The Loyal Edmonton Regiment put into practice that old proverb 

— ‘If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again’ — in capturing the 

little Italian village of Monteciccardo during the 8th Army’s approach 

to the main defences of the Gothic line. 

“Twice the regiment’s attacks on the village were repulsed by the 

Germans in the bitterest fighting encountered by Canadians anywhere 

between the Metauro river crossing and the Foglia river. But on the 

third attack, made the night of August 29, the village fell, giving the 

8th Army a, position which commanded both the approach from the 

Metauro and the land sloping down behind it to the Foglia. 

“The first, the most costly attack, was led by Capt. W. G. 

Roxborough, Medicine Hat, Alta., and passed through the forward 

lines of the Royal Canadian Regiment. Two sections got up to the 

outskirts of the village. It looked easy at first. Then trouble appeared 

when a company of Germans rounded a corner and came towards the 

monastery, unaware of the presence of the Canadians. Capt. 

Roxborough’s men let the German’s approach. Watching were two 

Edmonton brothers, Cpl. A. R. “Mick” Meyer, with his Bren gun, and 

Pte. Frank Meyer, with a Tommygun. The column halted outside the 

monastery, and the German corporal shouted to one of his men whom 

he thought was inside. Then the Meyer boys opened up and killed 

between 60 and 80 of the Germans, but another column came up with 

a Panther tank, and the Edmontonians were forced to withdraw. 

“They were badly cut up in the ensuing fight, and what happened 

is not definitely known. When the platoons reorganized outside the 

town, company headquarters in its entirety was missing. When the 

town was finally taken, Capt. Roxborough’s body was found, but not 

the slightest clue of what became of all but four of the other missing. 

Two casualties, Pte. Morgan J. Clouthier, Arnprior, Ont., and Pte. 

Carl I. Gerke, Gainford, Alta., as well as Cpl. Maynard and Pte. 

Robert S. Gould, New Westminster, B.C., also were left behind. 

“The Edmontons second attack was launched at noon the 

following day by a company supported by tanks, but the concrete 

defences were so strong, and infantry supported by artillery and tanks 

too powerful, they found it useless to waste men, time or powder. The 

company withdrew to their original position. 

“The next time a ‘setpiece’ attack was planned. A company 

commanded by Major G. H. Armstrong, Medicine Hat, was to go in 

that same evening, take the monastery alone, and two other 

companies would go through immediately and clear out the rest of 

the village. The troops met little opposition and, in a generally easier 

fight than either of the two previous, forced the enemy to withdraw.” 

Ralston Visits Italian Front 

Col. J. L. Ralston, Canadian defence minister, arrived to visit 

Canadian troops in action after a flight from New York. In talks with 

the troop’s he had questions fired at him about discharge, Zombies, 

beer, the Japanese war and other subjects. 

Returns with Prisoners 

Cpl. James Johnman 12235-108 St. spent leave with his wife and 

three sons after almost five years’ overseas service with the Canadian 

Army. A veteran of the Sicilian and Italian campaigns, the soldier is 

noted as being an “expert house blower.” He returned with a prisoner-

of-war escort party. 

Reported Wounded 

The following were reported wounded in news items in the local 

papers: Lieut. John “Jack” Harris, son of Mrs. J. A. Harris, 

Edmonton, and Capt. Harris, overseas, who was seriously wounded 

in Italy, Sept. 8th. His father served overseas in the First Great War 

and has been overseas more than three years in this war. Lt. Harris 

was serving with the Loyal Edmonton Regiment in Italy. Capt. J. C. 

Pape was wounded in action in France. His wife resides at 7123-81 

St. Capt. Pape volunteered for service with the British Army as one 

of a group of officers on loan from the Canadian Army. Lt.- Sgt. 

Rodney Stevenson was reported injured in action in Italy. This was 

the second time he had been reported a casualty, as he was wounded 

in August 1943, during the fighting in Italy. Lt. J. Harper Prowse 

was reported wounded in action in Italy on August 23, 1944. He had 

previously been wounded in the head in the fighting at Ortona just 

before Christmas, 1943. Cpl. W. Williams, son of Secretary-

Manager W. J. Williams of the Edmonton Canadian Legion branch, 

was wounded in the face and arms during the fierce fighting at the 

Gothic Line, Sept. 4. He was serving with a Canadian Armoured unit. 

His dad served with the 1st Battalion. Pte. W. J. Raison, P.P.C.L.I. 

was dangerously wounded in Italy. His father, W. J. Raison, lives at 

11208-102 St. He went overseas with reinforcements for the 49th 

Battalion in April 1940. Tpr. P. B. Gregory, son of Mrs. D. Gregory, 

Locke Apts., was wounded in France, Sept. 11th with the S.A.R. A 

brother, L/Cpl. C. S. Gregory, of the Edmonton Regiment, has been 

overseas for some time. 

Receive Promotion 

Brigadier J. C. “Jeff” Jefferson, D.S.O. and bar, E.D., 

formerly commanding the Loyal Edmonton now commands an 

infantry brigade in France. He is making a repeat performance of the 

grand job he did in Italy. Lieut.-Col. William T. Cromb, former 

Edmonton schoolteacher was promoted to that rank and placed in 

command of an Ontario unit with the Canadian Army overseas. He 

has since returned to Edmonton for a month’s leave. (Spring, 1945). 

Another officer, whose uncle served with the old 49th Battalion is in 

command of an Ontario battalion, in the person of Lt.-Col. R. A. 

Bradburn. He went overseas with the South Alberta Regiment. This 

item was contained in a letter sent to “Kenny” Kinnaird, 2nd in 

command of 2nd Battalion L.E.R. from Lt. Allen Scott of Edmonton. 

Lieut. Scott went overseas in 1942 to the Loyal Edmontons and 

served with that unit in Sicily and Italy where he was wounded. He is 

now serving in Lt.-Col. Bradburn’s unit in France. 
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Lt.-Col. Hamilton Lauds Unit 

Lt.-Col. Hamilton was amongst the returnees this month, and said, 

“The produest unit in the Canadian Army overseas is the medical corps 

attached to the Loyal Edmonton Regiment,” when speaking to the 

Canadian Medical Association at their banquet. 

Edmontons Receive Artillery Support 

During the break-through at the Gothic Line by Canadians in Italy, 

the Loyal Edmonton Regiment was held up by a strongly defended 

church with a high spire serving as an observation post for the Germans. 

The thin spire was a difficult target for field artillery, but not for the 17- 

pounder anti-tank gun crew of L-Sgt. Maurice McLaughlin, Oromocto, 

N.B. Ten accurately placed rounds on the target brought the tower 

crashing on the heads of the German defenders. Later, the ground floor 

of the church was captured by infantry. 

Canadians’ Work Praised 

Tribute to the part played by the Canadian divisions commanded by 

Maj.-Gen. Vokes, of Winnipeg and Ottawa, and Maj.-Gen. Hoffmeister, 

of Vancouver, in cracking open the eastern sector of the Germans’ Gothic 

line defences was paid Wednesday. The praise was contained in 

messages to the British 8th Army from Prime Minister Churchill and 

Allied army headquarters in Italy. This was for the storming of the 

Coriano ridge and the crossing of the Marano river, Nazi strongpoints 

southwest of the Adriatic port of Rimini. 

Repatriated from German Prison Camps 

Two Alberta members of the 1st Battalion arrived at New Jersey on 

the Swedish ship Gripsholm, on their way home. They are Pte. Robert 

Owen Burns, of Vermilion, and Pte. Wilfred J. Grainger, of Riviere Qui 

Barre. 

Germans Shoot Own Troops 

When the P.P.C.L.I.’s routed the Germans out of Monte Santa Maria, 

German rearguards, mistaking some of their own stragglers for attackers, 

opened fire and helped the P.P.C.L.I. and British troops wipe out more 

than 100 men. 

More Men Return Home 

Cpl. Ray Fretenberg of Tupper Creek, B.C., arrived home to visit his 

wife, young son and parents. Pte. S. B. Jones, 12012-58 St., was greeted 

at the station by his aged mother. Pte. A. E. Pauli, 10023-81 Ave.; Sgt. 

R. L. St. James, 10643 Jasper Ave.; Pte. A. C. Flathers, Lindale, and Pte. 

A. M. McCallum have also seen much service. Cpl. William Bennett was 

home at Entwistle on leave, after being overseas for four years and nine 

months. He had been in hospital with wounds. C.Q.M.S. L. C. Warren 

returned with four years and six months overseas to his credit. He was to 

spend 30 days’ leave with his wife and four sons. Pte. Maynard Olson, 

10929 83 Ave., was anxious to get home to see his young son Emrys. He 

fought with the 1st Battalion up to the time he was wounded at Ortona by 

explosive bullets in the leg. A brother, Sgt. N. E. Olson, was still with the 

regiment in Italy at this time. Others returned during this month but 

unfortunately no unit was mentioned except with the above men. 

In Rehabilitation Item 

Motorman Lawrence Joseph Bertrand, who was wounded at 

Leonforte with the 1st Battalion, was the subject of the news item 

regarding the returned man’s fight to rehabilitate himself. He was shown 

along with a conductorette by the side of his streetcar. He said, “The 

hardest part of the readjustment was the getting used to having a home 

again.” In a later item, Letter Carrier Harolde F. Gregory, who served 

with the Seaforth Highlanders of Vancouver, said, “He values the army 

discipline in its help with readjustment problems.’ He has a brother Pte. 

Cecil Gregory with the 1st Battalion who was a shell-shock victim in 

Italy, and other brothers in service overseas. 

Wounded in Action 

Lieut. James Donald Matheson was reported seriously wounded in 

action. He served with the Loyal Edmonton’s and after the Spitzbergen 

raid he transferred to a reserve unit of the Calgary Tanks. Later 

graduating he joined the Gov.-General’s Foot Guards. He took part in the 

invasion in Normandy on D-Day. One brother Flt.-Lt. D. Matheson, was 

reported missing in air operations overseas, and another is a radio 

technician in Ceylon. Pte. Harry Hornback, 23, 9442-100A Ave., 

received injuries in Italy. He was a dispatch rider with the 1st Battalion. 

Capt. Allen M. Johnson, 8 Gaucher Apts., was wounded by a sniper’s 

bullet which cut through his helmet. He has been mentioned often in news 

items in the heavy fighting of his unit. Capt. Stanley Fidler, 11044-107 

St., was wounded in action in both legs. He is on the staff of a Canadian 

Army formation in France. He enlisted with the Loyal Edmontons and 

left the regiment when he won his commission. 

Thank German Officers for Dinner 

Men of A company, who enjoyed chicken when the Germans vacated 

their positions in a hurry at the Gothic Line, included, Pte. C. F. Gibson, 

Edmonton, Pte. W. Wasco, Chipman and Pte. O. R. Longhurst of Jarvie. 

They took over an army officers’ mess to find the Huns had left chicken 

for dinner, table linen, easy chairs and chesterfields and, “dream of a 

front-line soldier,” clean sheets on the beds. 

Rimini Was Tough Spot 

Sgt. Colin A. Wisner, in a letter to friends, says, “We just got settled 

in our rest area and have taken over some nice houses and hotels along 

the Adriatic, after the recent battle for Rimini. The Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment did a fine job. It sure was rough and I hope I never see another 

session like it. We were shelled unmercifully for seven days. We had 15-

inch flying boxcars pass through the upstairs of the house that the platoon 

were in, and we were nearly ‘bomb happy’ after it. We shot many Jerries, 

wounded dozens and captured about 500 prisoners.” 

Leads Company in Action 

Major H. A. Tucker, son of Mr. and Mrs. A. Tucker, 12321 Stony 

Plain road, was in command of a company of the 1st Battalion which 

forced a difficult crossing of the Pisciatella river in Italy to establish the 

initial bridgehead to crack the German line. Maj. Tucker’s men 

outflanked the enemy in a brilliant action. He was born in Edmonton 27 

years ago. He enlisted in North Battleford, Sask., and trained at Regina, 

Winnipeg and Gordon Head at the West Coast. He went overseas as 

general reinforcement officer of the South Saskatchewan Regiment in 

October 1942. The next year he transferred to the Loyal Edmontons and 

after the battle or Ortona was promoted to the rank of Major. His wife 

lives in North Battleford. His two elder- brothers are in government 

service, one in the navy and the other at Ottawa. 
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Son Killed in Action 

Mr. and Mrs. T. Rudd of Erskine received word that their son, 

Sapper William Rudd, R.C.E., has been killed in action. They lost 

their younger son, Sgt; Air Gunner Francis Rudd, R.C.A.F., just a 

year ago. Another son, Sgt. Albert Rudd of The Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment, was slightly wounded in Italy in May 1943. 

Hit by Snipers 

Pte. Fred Phillips, High Ridge, Alta., escaped death by a hair’s 

breadth when a bullet from a German’s rifle passed through his steel 

helmet but merely parted his hair. Pte. Phillips and the German spied 

each other at the same time and fired but Pte. Phillips was the better 

marksman. This happened in the ruins of an Italian town on the 

Adriatic. His brother, Sapper Stan Phillips, was wounded in France. 

Wounded when a sniper’s bullet cut through his helmet and struck his 

head. Capt. Alon M. Johnson is recuperating. The 24-year- old officer 

had been mentioned several times in news items from the Italian 

front. He was in command of a section of hand-picked scouts last 

November, who infiltrated German lines for days gathering prisoners 

and information. He was last mentioned in fighting around the Gothic 

line at Monte Marino. He recently met overseas his older brother, 

Francis, who is a major in the American Air Force. 

Help in Bond Drive 

R.S.M. C. A. MacDonald and Sgt. A. G. Cheshire, D.C.M., were 

busy at the last Victory Loan giving a talk on their experiences and 

of the Regiment. L/Cpl. Mahood bought five tickets for the show in 

the Arena, Edmonton, to see Gail Patrick. He took along four friends, 

and said he was pleased to be able to see a good show again. He was 

in the fighting in North Africa, Sicily and Italy, and was returned with 

other wounded last year. 

More 1st Battalion Men Return 

Cpl. Fraquhar was wounded in the left foot during the landings in 

Sicily and was out of action for four months. Rejoining the regiment 

in Italy he took part in the fighting up to the push to the Hitler line, 

when he was hit in the left leg by a mortar shell and put out of action. 

L/Cpl. Conlon enlisted in the 1st Battalion, 1939, and transferred to 

the Provost Corps overseas. He was in Paris and Caen and had a few 

jaunts up to the front lines. Pte. Don Okrainec, Lac du, Bonnet, Man., 

and L/Cpl. Mahood were mighty pleased to be back to start life all 

over again. Returned on the Lady Nelson hospital ship were: Pte. L. 

N. Rakowski, Camrose, injured in accident: and Pte. E. L. McLennan, 

Ryley, whose right leg was injured in a mine explosion at Ortona. 

Legion Helps to Prevent Return of Leave Veterans 

In a picture accompanying an item in the local papers which told 

of the Legion’s fight to prevent the return of veterans who had been 

granted home leave, appeared the following names of 1st Battalion 

men: Pte. S. B. Jones, Cpl. J. Johnman, Cpl. W. Wensel, Pte. S. W. 

Henke, Pte. J. W. White, Pte. Tronnis and Pte. S. R. Murrel. The 

names of other men appearing belonged to several different units. 

1st Battalion Capture 400 Nazis 

“Fighting in artificial moonlight created by searchlights, 

Canadian troops near Rimini on the Adriatic have gained the last 

German-held ridge overlooking the city. The battle wise Loyal 

Edmonton Regiment advanced, sometimes in single file, to win the 

summit in hand-to-hand fighting. Four hundred Germans were 

captured.” 

Nazis Beaten in Duel at Gothic Line 

“At Monte Marino men of a company under Capt. J. Harper 

Prowse, Edmonton, who had infiltrated after dark past the German 

positions, were complimenting themselves on smart work, when an 

enemy light mortar detachment of six horse-drawn carts, mortars and 

personnel aboard, hove into view. They were evidently coming to es-

tablish mortar positions somewhere south of Monte Marino. Without 

casualties Capt. Prowse’s men took one prisoner, then seven more at 

dawn, together with all the horses, carts and weapons.” (This is a 

portion of a news dispatch a full account will appear in a later 

edition.) Capt. Prowse returned this spring in time to take his seat as 

a soldier representative in the Alberta Legislature. F.O. Hubert S. 

Prowse, R.C.A.F., a brother, arrived in England after his escape from 

internment in Switzerland. 

Pisciatello River 

On the bank of the Pisciatello River, across which the Germans 

are strongly entrenched with mortars, machine guns and solid 

dugouts, an Alberta regiment has joined the Canadians, and com-

panies under Major H. A. Tucker, Regina, and Capt. L. E, Taplin, 

Edmonton, already have made night attacks. 

Brother Killed with 1st Battalion 

P.O. Roman Hauptman, 11514 92nd St., finished his training at 

Calgary. He was in the reserve army prior to enlistment. His brother, 

Edward, was killed overseas with the Loyal Edmonton Regiment. 

Major Addinell Praises Edmontons 

“Uppermost in the minds of the men of the Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment and other fighting units in Italy is the desire, on their return 

home, for an equal break with anyone who has stayed behind,” Maj. 

W. E. Addinell, 9918 88 Ave., said on his return to the city from 

overseas. “The men are giving a great deal of thought to what is going 

on at home for their rehabilitation,” he said. Major Addinell served 

with the 4th Casualty Clearing Station in Italy. He praised the 

Canadian fighting forces in Italy. They had made a great name for 

themselves as a splendid fighting force. As for the Edmonton 

Regiment, throughout the campaign it has made a record second to 

none. It did an exceptional job in every spot. The officer added that 

the health of the unit’s personnel has been good ever since they left 

Canada. He attributed this to the work of the medical officers such as 

Lt.-Col. Kenneth Hamilton who returned to the city recently. 

Matthew Halton Praises Our Regiment 

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment, fighting for Ortona in the Italian 

campaign, proved itself to be master of German paratroopers in 

savage ferocity and tenacity of purpose, according to Matthew 

Halton, C.B.C. war correspondent who was an eyewitness of the 

seven-day fight for the Italian village. 

Mr. Halton was addressing the Edmonton Rotary Club in support of 

the seventh Victory Loan in the Macdonald hotel. He spoke on 

“Canadians in Arms,” paying special tribute to fighting qualities of 

“Canada’s Finest” — The Loyal Edmonton Regiment. 
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Mr. Halton held his audience in rapt attention during his address 

and was repeatedly applauded for such remarks as: “The English-

speaking and French Canadians in France have no differences no 

matter what they may be here in Canada. I have seen them go 

shoulder to shoulder against the enemy time and time again in perfect 

understanding.” He stressed the fact that if only civilians could get 

along as well together as the soldier he had no fear for the future of 

Canada as a whole. 

Wounded in Action 

Sgt. Leonard F. Chettleborough, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. R. 

Chettleborough 12027 95th St., was wounded. He stands six feet 

seven inches and was the tallest man in the regiment. Born in 

Edmonton, he and his brother, Stanley, enlisted early in the war with 

the 1st Battalion. They were both on leave in Edmonton in April 

1945, Len after hospitalization and Stanley on rotation leave. Pte. 

Richard F. Scholes, oldest son of Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Scholes, of 

Coronado district, has been wounded while serving with the 

Edmonton’s in Italy. Pte. Scholes has three brothers in the Canadian 

army overseas, one of whom has also been wounded. 

Gives Address 

Major R. W. Bradley gave an address at the 7:30 p.m. 

Remembrance Day services in Knox United Church. Dr. Bradley left 

for overseas with the Edmonton Regiment in 1939, served later with 

the Dental Corps and recently returned home. 

 

DUES PAYABLE 

The annual dues for members in the association are 50 cents. This 

entitles a member to the semi-annual issues of the magazine, 

postpaid. Dues can be forwarded to the Corresponding Secy., 11908 

92 St., or to Neville H. Jones 11252 125 St., or delivered to Earle 

Hay, Post Office Building, Edmonton. Life Membership is $15.00. 

All the work of our association is carried on solely from the 

subscriptions of the members. 

Members of the 1st Battalion L.E. Regt can get their memberships 

from Mike’s News. Ask for Bert Millar. 

“Tin Hats” Torpedoed 

A Nazi torpedo stopped the Tin Hats concert party of Canada’s 

overseas army from getting into France to play the front-line circuit, 

members of the party revealed as they arrived in Canada with four of 

their cast dead through enemy action and six survivors wearing 

wound stripes. Twenty-two survivors arrived back in Canada. 

Receive Promotion Overseas 

Cpl. J. Barr, who is serving with the Edmonton’s, has recently 

received promotion. His father is a veteran of the last war. He has 

three other brothers serving in this war. His home is at Wetaskiwin, 

Alta. Lt. J. Harper Prowse, 12324 104th Avenue, was promoted to 

captain. 

More Men Return from War Front 

Pte. Clifford E. Ronneseth, 12558 72nd St., has returned from 

service in Sicily and Italy with the Edmontons. At 20 years old, he is 

a veteran of some of the toughest fighting of the present war. Prior to 

going overseas he qualified as a paratrooper and served with the 

special service formation at the Salerno beachhead. Pte. William 

Fedio, youngest son of Paul Fedio, Bruderheim, has returned home 

on leave after service with the regiment. He landed with the first 

troops in the invasion of Sicily and fought until he was seriously 

wounded in action May 23rd, 1944. Cpl. Sam Hume, a member of 

the 1st Battalion, spent the weekend at Wetaskiwin as the guest of 

Mr. and Mrs. Norman Spiece. He had just returned from service in 

Italy after four years in the army. Cpl. Rodney B. Stevenson, son of 

Dick Stevenson of C Company 49th, and Sgt. W. Purvis, son of W. 

J. Purvis of Clairmont, both members of the 1st Battalion, returned to 

the city wearing gold wound stripes. They are veterans of the Sicilian 

and Italian campaigns. Others returned at the same time, but 

unfortunately no mention was made of the unit to which they 

belonged. 

Prisoner of War 

In a photo in one of the local papers appeared the family of Sgt. 

R. G. Strong, the Loyal Edmonton Regiment, who has been a prisoner 

of war since August 1943. Mrs. Strong, Robert, 11 years of age, and 

Betty, eight, are eagerly awaiting his release. 
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