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THE WAR WITH JAPAN

IMMIGRATION

As is well known, Canada is committed to waging war upon Japan as
soon as the European war has been brought to a conclusion. The end of
the European war may be said to be distinctly foreseeable, and the
collapse of Germany may come with extraordinary suddenness.

The conclusion of this war will find us with an enormous national
debt in addition to which we shall probably have a program of social
endeavour that will largely absorb our total revenue. A substantial
increase of the population is indicated as the one means whereby we may
increase the national revenue and ultimately repay the national debt.
Obviously, a natural increase of population by way of births will not meet
the situation. Consequently, we shall be in the market for immigrants.

A part of our Army must remain in Europe after the conclusion of the
war to ensure that the terms which we impose are being carried out. The
remainder of our Army will return to Canada. The question immediately
arises “With what troops will we carry on the war with Japan?” There are
two answers to this question, Firstly, that we shall require the troops who
have returned from Europe to take up the fight with Japan, or secondly,
that we shall use troops in Canada who have been conscripted for service
within Canada and have not, up to the present moment, volunteered for
active service in any theatre of war; these people are commonly known
as “Zombies”. We shall have at that time the annual crop of young men
who have been awaiting an opportunity of volunteering for active service
so long as there is any active service to be seen.
What will be the attitude of the men coming back from Europe
towards the proposition that they should immediately proceed to take part
in the Japanese war? Undoubtedly, a number of these men will want to
return immediately to civil life. On the other hand, there are bound to be
a number of young men in our Army in Europe who will take one look at
civil life and decide they would prefer to remain in the Army and see a
bit more of the world.
The experienced soldier is not likely to be greatly impressed with the
military value of the “Zombie”. He may be of good physique and have a
good education but his refusal to volunteer for active service classifies
him as the type of individual to whom it would be unwise to commit the
honour and the credit of our country in a foreign war. Probably these men
have no spirit of adventure or no sense of obligation to the country, no
understanding of the world situation, and probably a distinct
disinclination to combat. Whether these people are congenital slackers
and cowards, or whether our politicians have made them so permanently
by twenty years of political agitation, one cannot say but at least it can be
said that the soldier with battle experience would not be particularly
happy if required to rely upon these men in an attack or in a defence of
an important position.
We cannot and ought not to attempt to escape from the obligations
that we have assumed towards the United Nations in general and the
United States in particular, but we see distinct difficulty in getting a
decent Army together to participate in the war against Japan in the
situation which will then exist. It would appear that all-out conscription
is the only system by which we can raise our Army strength to the
numbers that will be required, all the more so because the British and
American Armies taking part in the war against Japan will also be fully
conscripted Armies.

There are some people who oppose immigration. Organized labour is
said to take the view that if you bring people into the country, or permit
them to enter, they increase the number of competitors in the labour
market. Others take the view that immigrants are costly to Government
services and are usually in need of assistance for a period of years. As
against this it is contended by still another body of public opinion that if
immigrants are selected at the source with care and are brought in in
sufficient numbers, such capital as these immigrants may have and the
labour which they have to contribute, will more than carry them. Such
immigrants will require food and clothing, tools and equipment, building
material, etc. and as they become producers, they will require railway
transportation and other services of that character. What it seems to boil
down to is the type and character of the immigrants who are brought in
or permitted to enter.
It will be generally agreed that the type of immigrant should be
capable of assimilation. The problem of assimilation can be reduced to
these terms: the capacity of the immigrant to understand our democratic
system of government and to participate therein. But the really important
test of an immigrant is in the matter of marriage. The average white man
will not marry a Negro, a Japanese or a Chinese woman, and similarly a
white woman will not marry a coloured man. Here and there it may
happen but it is the exception. It is interesting to observe that
intermarriage between the native population and Ukrainians is now going
forward as a matter of course. In general terms it may be said that the
immigrant from England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales will be welcome.
Immigrants from central or eastern Europe will not be so welcome.
Obviously, we will not welcome Doukhobors, Hutterites and other types
of people who are conscientious objectors, who refuse to bear their full
part as citizens, especially in the matter of military service in time of war.
Norwegians, Swedes, Danes and Dutch can become very good Canadian
citizens in a very short time. This is important since it is quite on the cards
that the people in the British Isles will be required to remain in their own
country to make up for the inroads of war upon manpower.
The German is also a good immigrant. It takes about three generations
to breed out of him the original sin with which he starts life, and we shall
not want any more Germans in Canada until we may be reasonably
satisfied that they will behave themselves when they come here and we
shall not be at war with Germany itself within the foreseeable future.
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We might well consider ways and means for hastening the
process of assimilation. We may leave marriage to the inclination
of individuals, but we should make a determined positive attempt
to have these people come in with us on equal terms and carry
their load equally with us.
We have before us the effect of military service upon many
young men whose families have recently come to Canada from
non-British countries. We find the young Ukrainian serving in the
Army, Navy and Air Force and conducting himself, in all respects,
in an exemplary manner. It, therefore, occurs to us that in the
interests of assimilation and with the building up of good citizens,
we might well adopt the system of universal compulsory military
service; so that these young men will be compelled to join with
other young Canadians in all forms of National Defence, be
compelled to learn the English language and by association getting a clearer knowledge of democratic processes. If anyone is in
any doubt upon this point, he has merely to interview a number of
young foreigners, some who have served in the armed forces and
others who have not, to be satisfied that serving in the armed
forces does something beneficial for the young man. which his
friend, who has not served, is severely lacking.
EDITORIAL AND HASSE’S DIARY COMMENDED
We have received several communications in favour of the
sentiment expressed in our last editorial, “The Canadian Infantry
Corps,” a good many old soldiers feel the same way about “family
traditions” as we do, and think a mistake was made in this neglect
of the territorial idea. The interest Hasse’s splendid contribution
had for the boys was again brought to our attention by the many
expressions of sorrow at its ending, but then all good things have
to come to the end of the road, and I don’t know how a factual
diary of the last war could have gone on any further than its end,
unless, of course, you had wished to implore the then government
to have carried on a while longer. “Oh! Yes.”

J. L. IRWIN COMPOSES SONG
Words and music of a song “The Prayer” were written by J. L.
Irwin, who served with D coy. and was wounded at Vimy Ridge.
At the request of friends, he has added the words since the war
started having written the music ten years previously. On the
formation of the Allied Arts council in Canada Mr. Irwin became
a member of the executive of the Edmonton branch, created with
a view of promoting advancement of culture in Canadian art. He
was prompted to find words for the music. Taking up the melody
again he now found the words he wanted. This song has been sung
many times in Edmonton at different gatherings. Here it is: “A
wild bird spoke, the hushed night woke, To music soft and free.
’Twas a lone evensong, that was brave, true and strong, And it
gave its heart to me. Glory of life. Free from sorrow and strife,
Free from fear and pain, Peace for the world again, O’er land and
sea, All mankind free. Oh, God make it so, watch it, that it may
grow, Lord of mercy hear This prayer.”
COL. DEBNEY DECORATED
The United States Legion of Merit Medal was conferred at
Ottawa last March on three Canadians in recognition of
“exceptional meritorious conduct” in connection with the joint
Canadian-American interview board dealing with transfer of U.
S. citizens from the Canadian to American forces in 1942. One of
those who received the award was Lt.-Col. P. L. Debney, M.M.,
who at one time commanded the N.P.A.M. battalion.

VANCOUVER BRANCH, LADIES AUXILIARY
The Ladies Auxiliary to the 49th Bn. Association B.C. Branch
are very glad to send in another report of a very progressive term.
Under the leadership of Mrs. W. Morris, president, we have
worked happily and successfully, and we feel confident we will
continue to do so under our now President Mrs. W. C. Skinner.
The retiring officers were presented with gifts and the new
officers were installed at our annual dinner at the Hotel Georgia.
Officers elected at our annual meeting held at the Castle Hotel,
April 21 were: Honorary pres. Mrs. W. Wilson; pres., Mrs. W. C.
Skinner; vice-pres., Mrs. C. H. Waterhouse and Mrs. W.
Chesterton; secy, Mrs. J. D. McCullough; treas., Mrs. J. B. Collin;
guard Mrs. W. Morris.
The reports read were very satisfactory and parcels were sent
regularly to our boys overseas.
The best of luck to all 49ers.
Mrs. J. D. McCullough.

Page 6 of 50

Jul 1944 No. 39

THE FOURTY NINER

SUPERLATIVES ONLY COULD DESCRIBE THE SPIRIT
WHICH AGAIN PREVAILED AT THE JANUARY RE-UNION DINNER
Many Veterans of Present War Attend — Distinguished Visitors and Guests Saw and Marveled at what Happens when Forty-Niners Get
Together—Old Memories Rekindled and Hard-Fought Battles Recalled — It was a Gala Night for All—Many Came from Near and Far - Youthful
Oldsters Show Few Signs of Slowing Up - General Griesbach’s Paternal Pride Again Evidenced - Numerous Members of Both 1st and 2nd Loyal
Edmonton’s now Belong to 49th Association.

There was little left to be desired in the way of hilarious enjoyment
and all-round good fellowship at the 29th annual re-union of the 49th
Association, when members met in the main dining room of the
Macdonald Hotel on the evening of Jan. 8th. Nearly three hundred were
there. They came from near and far to enjoy a gala night at a time when
the war news had been consistently good and was getting better each day.
Oldtimers were there in goodly numbers. Soldiers of the new army in the
1st Battalion Loyal Edmonton Regiment overseas, men from the 2nd
Reserve Battalion L. E. Regiment, men in uniform from all branches of
the services, visitor-guests from the American Army and Air Force and
former members of sister battalions, together with a few friends from
other last war units, were among those who enjoyed the fun and frivolity
at the celebration. A warm welcome was extended to all and especially
to those ten or twelve veterans of the present war who were there.

The General, our beloved “Billy” Griesbach, was in his accustomed
good form and as the peacetime head of the Association sat in front of
the troops he commanded in France. There was no mistaking his fatherly
pride in the men he had commanded and led, trusted and loved, during
the years of the last war. His remarks were much to the point. He lauded
the young battalion for the parts they played on the flaming battlefields
of Sicily and Italy. He thought that in their day and generation they were
on a par with the men he had commanded in the old 49th. General
Griesbach reviewed the recruiting of the 49th in January 1915 when, in
eight days, the enlistments were more than one thousand. Much applause
greeted this brief history of what these men had done on the battle fronts
and how worthy their present successors had proved themselves to be.

Many Members Have Sons Serving

Lt. Col. Ted Brown Made Honorary Member

It was a great treat to see old comrades who had travelled from afar.
Some had never attended a re-union before and others had not been at
one for many years. Facial and verbal expressions of pleasure were
sufficient evidence of their enjoyment. Many a member had sons serving
in the armed forces. A few had lost theirs. Some openly regretted that
they could not take part themselves in the present conflict. The absence
of many an old-time comrade was noticed. From a few came messages
which showed that old associations had not been forgotten. What was
seen and heard and felt on all sides gave evidence of confidence in the
youngsters who now fill the former places of the older ones. Among the
latter there was that feeling of confidence and “cockiness” that the boys
overseas would show the Hun a thing or two he didn’t know about
winning battles. All realized that the 1st. Loyal Edmonton’s would bring
fresh glory and honours to the already established tradition of the
regiment.

Seated at the head table, as either special gusts or prominent
members, were some twenty or more who sat on one side of long tables
with those of the assemblage in front of them at individual tables, seating
six or eight. Among those especially invited as guests and who spoke in
reply to introductions by General Griesbach were Brig. Gen. L. D.
Worsham, of the U.S. Army; His Worship Mayor John W. Fry; Lt. Cmdr.
J. A. Dawson of H.M.S. “Nonsuch”, the Edmonton dry-dock training
ship; Sqdr. Ldr. John Bythell, R.C.A.F. and Lt. Col. E. E. “Ted” Brown.
M.M., E.D., commander of the Edmonton Garrison. Lt.-Col. Brown was
presented with an honorary membership in the 49th Association, and, as
requested by the General, made his speech of acceptance “in plain,
concise English”. The other guests expressed their pleasure at being
present and also complied with “Billy’s” admonition about being brief in
what they had to say.

Youthful Oldsters Seem Fit and Active

Following toasts to, “His Majesty the King”, Deceased Comrades,
Absent Friends, The Young Battalion Overseas, The City of Edmonton,
messages of good wishes with regrets at not being present were read from
Lt. Col. George Beaton, now with the Postal Corps in England, who had
cabled his greetings. The boys at Currie Barracks, Calgary, wired theirs.
The General reported that he had sent a cable to members of the 1st Loyal
Edmonton Regiment in Italy, stating that the Association was very proud
of them and their splendid record. Toasts were also drunk to “Sister
Battalions”, the R.C.R.’s., P.P.C.L.I., and the Forty twas. The Chairman
reminded members who had borrowed money from the 42nd when they
were broke that he hoped they had paid them back in full long ago.

Special guests were struck by the atmosphere of sincere camaraderie,
which, being translated, simply means mutual trust and sociability of old
comrades. And there was genuine good fellowship. Veterans, a few of
whom are beginning to show signs of the passing years, were in happy
vein. Others who had fought with us nearly thirty years ago showed
hardly a line or a gray hair. Youthful oldsters seemed as fit and active as
they did more than a quarter century ago. Several too were there who, in
spite of sightless eyes, empty sleeves or supporting crutch, keenly
enjoyed the pleasure of being near their former pals and wartime buddies.
The actions and reactions of different men were perhaps much the same
in most respects. When these comrades comingle, one sees nothing but
the universal evidence of real friendships which the passing years cannot
change.

General Griesbach Presided

Toasts Drunk and Wires Read
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Kindly reference was made to the prowess, both in and out of the line,
of all regiments making up the “Silver Seventh”, “We cannot forget that
we trimmed them all at sports, including tug o’ war, and every time we
scored a goal the band played ‘Bonnie Dundee’ and the other outfit didn’t
like that very much,” said the General.
Men from Overseas Loudly Cheered
A welcome sight it was to see and meet a number of officers and other
ranks back from service overseas with the Loyal Edmontons. They were
introduced to the gathering and cheered loudly. They were made to feel
at home and that they were an integral part of the association. Members
individually took a kindly pride in their lineal descendants who appeared
to be enjoying themselves immensely. It was noticeable how eager these
men were to become members of the 49th Association and most of them
obtained membership cards. It was very gratifying to feel that these were
the types of men who before long would be actively participating in all
matters to do with association affairs and guide its many activities in post
war years.
Evening’s Entertainment was Enjoyable
Entertainment officially provided for the evening was well looked
after by Lt. Col. R. W. Hale, who arranged for Sgt. Frank Herman and
his helper Cpl. James Sperekas, of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, to
mystify the crowd with sleight of hand tricks and several really good
turns to baffle the banquet guests. Afterwards, these two Yank N.C.O.’s.
showed a U.S. Army picture, “Baptism of Fire”. This was a splendid
portrayal of what seemed to be the real thing, very realistic and to us a
reminder of what our lot went through in the first days of the Ypres
Salient. The picture was well received and tense interest when one could
have heard a pin drop, showed it was considered a first class, graphic
description of warfare.

been imbedded in the young men who make up our worthy successors in
the Loyal Edmonton’s, the Fighting 49th.
What a difference it was to hold forth in the main dining room again,
rather than upstairs, where the previous year so many were absolutely
disgustipated, and. to such an extent that they did not intend to come this
time, had it not been advertised that the dinner would be held in our accustomed meeting place downstairs.
One new feature which was helpful was the identification clasp, on
the coat lapel, to show a man’s name and company. Many embarrassing
moments were avoided by simply glancing at the card to read the
Christian and surname of someone who might have been especially well
known to us in the war years. (This was the brainchild of N. E. Cook,
Asst. Editor.)
John Michaels, better known as “Mike”, was again the architect of
the wonderful punch which did not go as far as all would have liked. It
was generously passed out until the four bowls were empty. There was
more than half a barrel of it, and it disappeared like mist before the heat
of a noonday sun. It was fairly potent too for wartime stuff.
Bill Ramshaw did a roaring business printing the names on the cards
of those who wanted an identification badge — and who didn’t? Bill did
a good job of lettering. It was too bad there were not enough of these
name plates to go around.
Band Sergeant Conductor Graydon Tipp and his boys did yeoman
service in the hotel rotunda.

Disappointments — Some were not There
This year’s re-union was well attended, much enjoyed and proved a
success in every way. Those who were there were glad they had come,
no matter how far the distance. It was a pity not to have seen those who
usually make it a point to attend. War makes many changes and causes
disappointments which cannot be avoided. We hope to see them next
time. Quite a number, who had not been participants for years, asked for
this one or that one, whom they fully expected to meet. It was too bad but
“C’ est la guerre” perhaps applies as much this time as last. Many a keen
regret was heard that some old buddy was not there. We’ll hope it won’t
be long before there will be one grand, rousing re-union, typical of former
years, when many hundreds will foregather at an anniversary after the
boys are back from the wars. Those of the new army will be there to
savour and leaven the whole into a happy, proud lot of Forty-niners, both
young and old.
Always Fair Weather with Good Fellows
Hereunder will be found a few side lights which were seen or heard
or said during the evening. Mention of something which was a significant
reminder of what the annual re-union means and stands for may only be
briefly stated but suffice it is to say that a bystander, preferably a FortyNiner, would have seen enough to satisfy him that when good fellows get
together it is always fair weather. It is almost literally true that old
soldiers never die. Even though they pass out of sight with the flight of
years and the physical ravages of war, their spirit lives on, to imbed itself
in the hearts of those men who follow. And so, we hope it has already
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They played the Regimental March. “Bonnie Dundee”, Tipperary,
Over There, Madamoiselle from Armentierres, Colonel Bogey and other
wartime favourites. “Good old Band” was again heard on all sides.
Piper Alex Thompson led the grand march into the banquet room,
with his bag pipes skirling. Alex sure knows how to blow, finger and
squeeze the stirring notes from his Highland instrument. With his martial
stride, we hope to see Alec lead us into the mess room at re-unions for
many years to come.
There was a little delay getting things going in the dining room. Not
clearly aware of the hour at which they were to appear the invited guests
for the head table arrived late. This resulted in a shorter time afforded for
a session around the punch bowls, thus losing a certain amount of close
conviviality to which many had looked forward.
Punch was afterwards poured from pitchers into empty glasses at
many tables but there wasn’t much left to go round. The result was that
some had more, and others had less than what was originally planned.
We learn to do by doing, so next time it is expected that this mistake will
be corrected.
No beer bottles graced the tables as in former years. Who would ever
have thought that ordinary, common garden variety beer would become
so precious to those who could no longer reach out to have their glasses
filled again and again. Good old faithful Dan Collins still held forth
around the liquid refreshment table and did his stuff at the mother punch
tub, from which the bowls were refilled.
There was no mistaking the difference between the old mess room
arrangement of tables, and the dozens of small, round ones, seating six or
eight at each. There was more elbow room, more freedom of movement
and it was easier to talk in small groups to those nearby, rather than crane
one’s neck and rudely bend over the table in front of a neighbor to speak
to someone up or down the line. The old style of table setting should be
out for keeps.
Provender which ladened the tables was generous. Turkey with all the
fixings was the main dish. Service left nothing to be desired. Waiters and
fair waitresses were intent on their duties and, we hope, were well repaid
for special favours from “the hat” which was passed around for gratuities
as a token of our appreciation.
Possibly the head table was a little top heavy with special guests.
Some thought that next time it might be well not to have it quite so long,
not that guests are not made welcome, but all in one body the boys seem
to feel more like a crowd in which there are few distinctions or favours.
This was heard quietly, so with no secrets hid here it is for future
consideration.
One wonders with what great pleasure many an old comrade who
lives too far away to be present at one of these gatherings would have
reacted to what was seen and heard among the hundreds of friends, pals
and cronies, who looked here and there in vain for perhaps just that
someone who found it impossible to attend.
From Camrose, came Major George Gleave, also Sgt. Alf
Chesterman. They were both in the midst of old friends who gave them a
rousing reception. The passing of time does not seem to make much
difference to such as they who played their part so well last time and are
in uniform again now.

was cleared up when four or five smaller ones were located in various
parts of the room. After a little noticeable confusion before he realized
that this was one of the evening’s stunts with him on the receiving end,
“Billy” took these prankish interruptions in good part.
Bill English was there from Winnipeg and again met many an old pal.
Bill glories in being among his Forty Niner friends and comes a long
distance each time to be on deck. Bill, who used to be battalion orderly
room sergeant, is now Assistant Vice President of Trans Canada Air
Lines. He and Ronnie Arthurs again hobnobbed during the evening.
How very noticeable it was that the Forty Twas, even though
separated from us by more than half the width of a continent, are still near
and dear to the hearts of every old Forty Niner, who may perhaps have
drunk out of the same beer mug, cavorted together and fought side by
side with them. Several last war vets of that unit were there and seemed
to glow again in the company of their sister battalion friends.
Cecil Kinross. V.C. was given the glad hand by hundreds who still
see in Cec the carefree stalwart who mouched off alone that wet morning
at Passchendale to get those blankety blank Heinies who were doing such
mischief with their machine gun from a pill box on the other side of
mazes of wire. He did. And for his bravery he was awarded the V.C. Like
the rest of us, Cec still enjoys the hilarity of these occasions.
It was good to hear Mayor Fry refer to the boys overseas in the few
well-chosen words used when he said, “We are proud of the Loyal
Edmonton Regiment, the successor to the original 49th. They are again
bringing great honour to Edmonton and to Canada.”
Ches McGowan, last time husky of Scotch B coy., was in from Hairy
Hill, where he is still sod busting on his well-managed farm. Ches simply
exudes his pleasure at being around the old boys. He is another of those
who helped to make history for the 49th in the “war to end all wars”.
It was disappointing not to see the smiling faces of many who are
stationed at nearby training centres such as Wetaskiwin and Camrose,
also Currie Barracks. There must have been priority duties to prevent
such people being present as Alan Elliott, Ralph Patterson, Bill Elliott,
also Marshall Browse, Dave Petrie and a number of others.
Corp. John Stiles, of Grand Prairie, who lost his left arm fighting in
Sicily with the Loyal Edmonton’s. was the centre of attention. He
reminded one of other young men, who tingling with the glow of vibrant
youth, gave our own battalion the appearance and reality of strength,
virility and determination to do or die. He was in the company of several
buddies who had been with him overseas, James Haddow and former
C.Q.M.S. Andy Gould. Another overseas man again in civies, Andy
Parnham, was also there.
Lt.-Col. Ted Brown was not lacking for words when, after being
asked to speak in English (Ted is as Welsh as the Taffy who came to our
house and pinched a piece of beef) he came right back at General Billy
and said that it was too much to expect a Welshman to be fluent in the
complicated English language. Colonel Brown was made an honorary
member of the 49th Association, which honour he said he appreciated
and would cherish.
When “Absent Friends” were toasted, old reliable stalwarts were
called to mind. There was wonder as to how and where many of them
were.

The mystery of where strange voices came from as they emerged
from the same microphone as that into which the General was speaking
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Remember some of these and how they would have given a hind leg
to be there: Harry May, Jock Tweedale, Ned Petherick, Herb Tansley,
Capt. Ottewell, Bert Tayler, Jock Irvine, George Young, Tommy Tipton,
Dave High, Bill Bowles, Geoff Pinker, Jack Nolan, F. R. Hasse.
Others we would give a good deal to see and chat with again would
include, Dave Irons, Charlie Travers, Spencer Tuck, Alec Hay. Charlie
McFedden, Tommy Walkenden, Red Johnson, Joe Corlett. Slim
Newport, Bob McGrath, the Anderson brothers Alec White, Tom Turner,
Johnny Black, Fighting Jack Harstone, Martin Caine, Harry Downton,
Ernie Shame, Reg Dorway, and dozens, scores and hundreds of others
who were recalled.

night, either on the firing step or in some nearby bay, detonating bombs
and getting ready for any emergency.
Lt.-Col. Phil Debney, M.M., was at the head table. He is again in
uniform and is now with the Engineers. As will be recalled, he was at one
time in command of the peacetime perpetuating unit of the 49th. He saw
two years’ service in this war in England and about a year ago suffered a
painful accident when he jumped from the window of a burning hotel
somewhere in central northern B.C. He still walks with a limp.

It was too bad that an opportunity was not given for more of those
who knew him to meet for a longer chat with Walker Taylor who is now
stationed at Norman Wells with the Imperial Oil. Many of his old time C
coy. friends shook his hand for the first time in many years. Peter Rule
was one of his table companions.

Lieuts. A. K. Macdonald and A. R. McIntyre of C. Coy. and Lieut.
N. H. Webb of H.Q. coy., 2nd Loyal Edmonton’s, were in the midst of
the evening’s merriment. Lieut. Bert Millar and Lieut. G. E. Blais were
also there throughout the proceedings. These capable looking young men
are the kind to whom we will no doubt be passing on responsibility in
connection with the association before long. We are told that they are but
a few of those who help to keep the esprit de corps of the first 49th ever
to the fore.

A pleasure it was to have as a guest the new secretary-manager of the
Canadian Legion in Edmonton, W. J. Williams, who was recently
appointed to that post after his return from serving overseas with the 1st
Edmonton Regiment. Present too was Legion President Harold Tanner,
last war veteran machine gunner of our own Don coy. You can’t keep
good men down.

Alf Peart, last war P.P.C.L.I., and in this one Orderly Room Sergeant
of the 1st Loyal Edmonton when they were in England, was on hand. Alf
holds the distinction, which is certainly unique, of having begun his
soldiering with a sister battalion last time and after twenty-five years
deliberation decided to at last become a Forty Niner. He is now a civvy
again. He has a son serving with the R.C.A.F.

Harry Smith was one of the microphone spooks whose voice came
out of the speaking mouthpiece into which the General was talking. Harry
still admits that he belonged to C coy. last time. He is one of the many of
that coy. who persist in contradicting what they term is the so called
“fable of the pig”.

Hector Siverson, former B coy. man, and smithy to the old batt, chin
wagged with many an old timer. “Husky” Ledingham, who has a boy in
the forces, quietly observed the auspicious occasion with more than
common serenity. Nearby sat J. D. McMillan and C. H. Bunkum of A
coy. swapping yarns. Stout dependables these I

Among those who do not frequently attend were Bert Cruickshank
(B) of Peace River town; Good old Joe Holroyd also of B coy, who is
mine superintendent for the Sterling Collieries at Stereo; Arnold Tayler,
one time A Coy, officer and later of the Stokes Guns with Capt. Cock
(remember Capt. Cock, you old machine gun sweats?) There were others
who may not have registered whose names are not now recalled.
Wherever they were, or wherever they came from, they were as welcome
as the flowers of May and we are always glad to see them again and again.

Charlie Curtis, A coy, and Len Hitchcock, B coy. were close
companions during the evening. It’s always grand to see the careful
attention that Charlie or some other more fortunate war victim gives Len
to tell him what his sightless eyes cannot take in. Past memories and
endearing associations, however, are as close to him as they are to any of
us who can count more blessings.

A. H. Patrick was another welcome participant. “Pat” will be
remembered best as the bombing sergeant who insisted of hand grenades
being properly cleaned and made ready for immediate action. Pulling
away at his trusty briar, he was a familiar figure at any time of the day or

Bill “Detail” Smith, original sergeant of 14 platoon, with Norman
Arnold the other one, beamed with delight. Vivid memories of the tug o’
war team he trained to such perfection, also rifle and other drill which
gained for him the nickname of “Detail”. And could he detail? We’ll say
he could. In fact, we imagine he was the detailingest detailer who ever
detailed detail to even a company or battalion detail.
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Dan Gilchrist had his picture “tooken” and it appeared in the
Edmonton Bulletin over a little story which said that Dan was thought to
be the oldest member of the original 49th residing in Edmonton. He has
never missed a reunion since it became an annual event. Good old Dan,
and may his shadow never grow less. He is seventy-four now.
Those who made up Don company’s contingent were out in full force.
Charlie Vaughan was one of the Old Guard to partake of the evening’s
pleasure. Others were Bert Russell, Frank Lunn of Waskateneau, Fred
Richards, Leslie Ramsey, George Souter Jimmy Dewar, Bill Ramshaw,
George Blower, Miles Palmer (now Major Palmer with the 2nd. Reserve
Unit under Lt. Col. Hale).
Tommy Coroon of the same Steady D came up from Calgary. Other
wartime members of that company to participate in many a war time yarn
were: C. Disturnal, W. Paton, A. L. Smith, Byron Morrison, Alf Parton
of Westlock, George Low, Jim Hedley of Irma, F. J. Young, Bob
Callender, Charlie Hall and many another from that great company of
gentlemen all.
Tom Galliver was accompanied by his son. Flying Officer W. T.
Galliver, Air Gunner. Tom showed deserving pride in this fine boy whose
gallant record overseas includes several decorations, among them the
American Medal and the North African Medal, awarded to him for the
good work he did when serving with a squadron of the U.S.A.F. A full
account of his awards appeared in our July 1943 issue.
Jimmy Main, Neil Campbell, Alec Thompson, A. Keen, A. S. Priest,
Andy Black, Bob Law, Charlie Matheson, H. Stevenson in from Strome,
Albert Figg, Charlie Wampler, “Laddie” Muckleston Sammy Millar, H.
J. McDonald and many another live wire of both past and post-war
experiences were there. A challenge to anyone to name a finer lot of
typical Forty Niners.
Will someone tell us how we ever did without John Michaels “Mike”
who has done so much (and been so modest about it too, so far as credit
is concerned) to make our magazine a success? He is in charge of
advertising, the procuring of which is not always easy. In many other
ways he does lots of good executive work and full credit is hereby given
to him for the part he has been playing in our association’s success.
Norman Campbell of Calgary celebrated with us. He was not
accompanied this time by Jimmie McMillan who was missing. Julien
Nash from the same southern cow town was on deck. A. H. Ferguson was
in from Deville, accompanied by George A. Clark, a visitor of the last
war 28th. Bn. A. Ross of Tofield was in the same jolly crowd.
“Cap” A. E. W. Roberts, M.C., and now a corporal with the 2nd (R)
E.R. stationed in Edmonton, was another old B coy. man, in uniform.
“Cap” is one of our executive. Nearby sat Dan Collins, also J. W. H.
Williams, A coy, who is one of the many fine gentlemen who exemplify
the deserving good name and character given to the old regiment.
Alex Stewart and Gordie Hollands, Oldtimers of Beer Coy. sat more
or less cheek by jowl, swapping past experiences. What a treat to meet
and greet men of their fine calibre, and to recall the part they played in
building up tradition for the 49th. Few of those who know Neville Jones
for the good work he does for our association may be aware of the fact
that he was an original D and then a C coy. man, before he became one
of our signalers.
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He shook the hand and welcomed many an old buddy from the old
crowd from that coy., among them: H. J. Haight, Charlie Blakely, D.
Keating, B. J. Johnston. Matt Gibbons, F. Waite, Ed. Brown, R. W.
Smith, Bob Whyte, and many others whose names are mentioned
elsewhere in these jottings.
Alf Parton brought greetings from Jim Pollard. They both live around
Westlock. Many knew Jim intimately for a mighty fine soldier who did
his stuff as a machine gunner. Greetings from others were brought to the
dinner. Seeing these boys in person at the next reunion would be
gratifying. Try and make it, old timers.
It was a sight good to behold again seeing Charlie Cameron of B for
Beer coy. and other old comrades from the same Scotch aggregation.
Chris Skov was among them; so were W. Wynn, S. E. Southern, F. W.
Nelson. Tommy Robb (busily engaged with others, helping Norman
Arnold collect membership dues) H. O. Palmer, R. C. Armstrong (now
soldiers again at Currie Barracks, Calgary) L. G. Smith, W. M. Parker,
G. T. Dance, Ban Grinsven, Major Bill Tipton (Whose address is now
Vancouver, B.C.) J. Robbie, P. H. Holland of Linbrook, O. W. Nelson in
from Clyde. W. C. Trimble who now holds the position of Regional
representative for farm machinery permits. John Morris and many
another man from the Scots Wha Hae coy. Also, B Coy.’s very own
inimitable Jock Smith was in his element among old pals.
Billy Aitken, one of the saw and hammer men who made up the
pioneers, an old-timer of Don Coy., was among the crowd. So too were
R. Hargreaves, H. Larmour, L. Salvino. A. V. Daly, he of the big bass
drum, Frank Wells, of Jasper, accompanied by his pater who very much
enjoyed the occasion, A. T. Nixon of H Qtrs., J. Foster of Dapp, C.
Oxburgh; and who are we to remember all the other happy-go-lucky stout
valiants who were there in force ?
The Sandilands family, H. Sandilands, Sr., of the House, who served
with us long and well as armourer, Jim, his son of D coy, and the junior
representative of this line of Forty-Niners. J. D. Sandilands of the 2nd (R)
Battalion Loyal Edmonton Regiment were welcomed by the many who
know them. This family’s motto might well be somewhat similar to that
emblazoned on the Prince of Wales’ coat of arms, “Ich Dien”, which,
being translated means, “I serve” (my country).
J. E. Billingsley, one-time H. Qtrs., is a regular attender at all
association activities. Special mention should be made of all faithfuls,
among whom

Billingsley stands in the front rank. Others? Lots of them. The way
they stand by the association, and lend their support to the executive,
makes possible the success of everything we attempt.
Sid Lancaster, who, by the by, is a Lieutenant in the 2nd L. E.
Regiment, was there from CFRN Radio Station to handle the sound effect
from microphones and amplifiers. A good job he made of it, but we
wonder if the General might have wished the soundtrack to break down
at times during his address.
Bert Cruickshank. old time B coy. member was in from Peace River
for the occasion. His youthful appearance certainly belies his age. A
fresher looking veteran would be hard to find. Those who knew him well
in former days could hardly believe it was he. It was good to see Bert
again.
If one might be permitted to speak up for the executive, we would say
that the members of it did a good job in the arrangements for the 29th
annual dinner and reunion, to which we have no doubt those who attended
might well join in the chorus of, “And So Say All of Us”.
Percy Reilly, Billy Hutchinson, D. A. Fazan, A. G. Rowland of
Wetaskiwin, Harry Stonehewer, Bob Callender, all of the original or
succeeding Justus Wilson brood of D coy. standbys exemplified the
pleasure which rich companionship of old buddies afforded. Fred Pinnell
was another and so was Frank Porritt, and there were many other former
members of this company who came in from all directions to meet and
greet, and dine with, one another.
R.S.M. Charlie Laubman of the 2nd L.E. Regiment was there. He is
said to be doing a good job in Lt. Col Hale’s battalion. Those who know
him best from what he did in the last war recall the work he did on
Intelligence, a full account of which appeared in our issue of January
1942.
It was too bad that the attendance rolls which were passed around and
were supposed to circulate from table to table were not signed by
everyone. Gaps are left in our record of attendance when this happens
and many of those of whom we would like to make special mention are
missed out. Next time, everyone please sign.
We should all be sure to keep our identification badges — those
rectangular frames which were handed out with a man’s company and his
Christian and surnames printed thereon. These might be kept with one’s
beret and armband for future occasions. They proved their worth at the
dinner and will continue to with those whose memories are not what they
used to be.
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The sleight of hand stunt by magician Herman made a sad mess of
Mose Williams’ Christmas tie, when it went into the bag in four pieces
and came out intact. The tie Mose sported afterwards looked as though it
didn’t have a crease. Surely the quickness of the hand deceived the eye
of many of us who might not have detected two ties exactly the same.
Pete Livingstone came in late but seemed to enjoy the tail end of the
show none the less. He instinctively attached himself to those at the first
table he came to and was given the same glad welcome he always gets.
Walter (Lt.-Col. in terms of rank) Hale was as busy as the proverbial
cat in seeing that the entertainment went smoothly. A good many things
were left with him to arrange and does he step when it comes to making
things hum.
Colonel Hales 2 I.C., Kenny Kinnaird, sat at the head table and
seemed to enjoy the bird’s eye view of things from there. No doubt Ken
was sizing- up this or that former C Coy. man, in the light of what he was
capable of doing nearly thirty years ago when they fought Huns and bugs.
Others from the 2nd Reserve Battalion in attendance were CSM Thos.
Booker who was with RSM Charlie Laubman. K. McLeod was another
and in all these must have been about twenty of Col. Hale’s Lot. Sgt. Geo.
Wilson was again reunioning with us.
Sid Parsons, still one of the City Fathers — in other words a senior
alderman, also another Sid - Bryant, were taking in the sights and
apparently enjoying the high lights of the evening. These two, as well as
many others, can always be depended on to be among the boys on
occasions when they get together.

Cast. Ernie Newlands sat smilingly among old friends taking in
everything from a table near the door, where many on entering renewed
his acquaintance by a hearty handshake with congratulations from those
who saw for the first time the third pip on his shoulder strap. Ernie is
stationed in Edmonton at the University where he is lecturing to students
on military training.
Bill Kleinscroth was there for the first time for many a long day. Bill
is a faithful old scout, and, like many another old-timer, is the steady-asa-rock type, who made the old outfit as tough as nails when it came to
tight corners. H. W. Quinton, formerly of C, M. J. Armstrong, H.Q. coy.,
J. A. Waithe, now CSM and in uniform again, Harry Clift, Andy Dunn,
Andy Potter, Reg. Dorey, Lou Brennan of D and Ernie Newman were
other good men and true to sit at various tables.
It seems ages since we have seen Ben Johnson, former platoon officer
of C coy., who started out with us a N.C.O., who said he thought the
evening’s celebration was most enjoyable. This oldtimer is now holding
down an important position with the J. H. Ashdown Co. in Edmonton.
This is the firm for whom Pip Pip Muirhead worked before he moved to
the Pacific Coast. He was another old reliable who was missed.
Percy Oldroyd, is now a corporal in the Corps of Commissionaires.
He was on hand to join in with the spirit of the crowd. Percy has hardly
been out of a uniform of some kind since the last big mixup when he was
one of H.Q.’s. details.
Again on hand to meet those with whim he served last time in Don
company was Kostas Fotis. “Joe”, by which name a good many knew
him, is a popcorn and candy wagon vendor and is usually seen at the
corner of 101st St. by either Kresges or the Metropolitan store, where he
is never too busy to chat with a 49er.
Stub Foley, now a sergeant in the R.C.A.M.C., sat at table with or
nearby such notables as Norman Arnold, Jack Blewitt, George Willson,
H. Jolleff, J. E. Peterson, A. M. (Alec) MacDonald, “Doc” Purvis, A.
Dunn, Jimmy Wigham, H. A. Leach, R. W. Smith. George Crabb wasn’t
faraway, also Bert Knowles, H. M. Bergmann. Surely a great galaxy of
upstanding old fighters who are still going strong!
Visitors from sister battalions included Norman Campbell and
Horace Jones of the last war Princess Pats. They had not attended one of
our reunions before and expressed much satisfaction over the way Forty
Niners make merry and show the old spirit at these annual events.
Members of sister battalions do not seem to realize that they are welcome
to attend them.
Among those from A coy. who sat at various tables and voiced the
prowess of that gang who usually marched to the band, when every other
company but D didn’t, were George Hudson, who incidentally was the
ladler of the giggle soup from A Coy. punch bowl, F. Green, J. L. Stone
(now Capt. at Prince of Wales Armoury) Vic Dingley, fresh as a daisy
and as youthful looking as ever, F. A. Dunbar, Jack Bewsher, Jack
Jennings, Arthur Nims, Jim Chorley, J. F. McDonald, Herbert Mason,
and others mentioned in foregoing and subsequent paragraphs.
Chaplain Capt. E. T. Scragg sat at the head table and seemed to cast
an approving eye on the exemplary behaviour of all and sundry, which
behaviour, we are assured by those who attended after-dinner parties
remained exemplary through the evening to Sunday. Capt. Scragg’s
willingness and eagerness to serve as our temporary chaplain cinched his
popularity with the troops.
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As helper in the collection of membership dues, Norman Arnold had
Harry Stonehewer, Fred Pinnell, A. L. Smith, Jack Blewett and J. W. H.
Williams. And did Neville Jones’ eyes ever pop in his head when he saw
the returns to add to the treasury funds. The money received was the
equivalent of two hundred and thirty memberships at fifty cents each.
Very complimentary remarks were heard from several, who very
kindly and of their own free will, offered a word of praise to those who
get together the material which goes into the Forty Niner. There is
nothing like a little pat on the back now and again to encourage those
who try to make our magazine interesting for its readers Berets and
armbands, with identification badges added, was the dress order. Our
berets are fading a bit, but they are still worn at all angles and in every
conceivable shape and form. Some were without them, possibly
suggesting that friend wife, or a daughter with an eye for a beautiful shade
of blue had purloined them, or at least confiscated them to their own
temporary use.

G. A. Hedley, Irma, was present with his son A. E. Hedley now
serving with the R.C.A.F.
After the evening’s festivities had ended, a number called at the home
of Laddie and Mrs. Muckleston, who were voted, toasted and sung “jolly
good fellows” for the generous hospitality they provided. Among the
callers were Lieut. Col. Hale, Bill English. Bill Frame, Sammy Millar,
Charlie Wampler, Miles Palmer and several boys of the Air Force, as well
as a few fellow members of Laddie’s Reserve Battalion, 2nd Loyal
Edmonton Regiment.
More, yes much more, could be said of all those grand boys who came
from far and near to yarn with their old associates and cronies. The old
spirit was prevalent all over the place. Back of everything was the thought
that the new crowd fighting in foreign fields are right in there pounding
at the gates to Hitler’s European fortress and doing as good a job as was
ever done in the line of duty.

The lilt of Irish laughter was heard on occasions near the main
entrance to the dining room. Sure enough, it came from Andy Black who
seems never to miss a gathering where the old boys get together. Andy is
still on the job at Fort Saskatchewan where he is in charge of the engine
room plant at the “house of detention”.
Bill English again had open house to his old standbys who remember
him for the many escapades he and they were mixed up in during the war
years. Rationing of liquid refreshments was very much regretted by Bill,
who said that in Winnipeg where he makes his home it is just as bad, if
not worse. It is always refreshing to see Bill English among his wartime
pals.
Where, oh where, were Edmonton residents like Jack MacQuarrie,
Jack Irwin, Guy Patterson, Jock Campbell, Bill Butters, Mike Hornigold,
Andy Greig, George Crockett, Neil Livingstone. Fred Smee, and others
who were either A.W.O.L. or found it impossible to attend?
In the midst of old pals and cronies was Bill Frame who holds down
an important post with the Canadian National Railways. Bill is not always
in his seat at a re-union, is missed when he isn’t and made especially
welcome when he is.
Jimmie Main was right out in front again and having a whale of a
time. Neil Campbell, his eyes and head shining, was at the same table.
Fancy the tales and yarns which were swapped between that pair of
former mischief-making incorrigibles.
Charlie Blakely who had been working as a carpenter at the army
camps at Wainwright, was a guest with us for the first time in twenty odd
years. Who will ever forget stout hearted Charlie who many a time did a
good turn for old Forty-Niners who will remember him as one of the
stalwarts of the Transport section?
Those who read these lines would contribute to the success of our
magazine if they would send in or tell the editors of any interesting tid
bits of news concerning any of our members. Every man knows and is
known by a great many and we are always glad to hear something, no
matter how trifling it may seem, about our wartime buddies.
Jack Bewsher, A coy. of Sub. P.O. 23, Edmonton was again on hand
to enjoy the fun and levity of the old gang herein assembled. Those who
know him will remember Jack, who was a sergeant and afterwards CSM,
for the good soldier he was. Many who read this but who have not seen
him for many a day would doubtless like to shake his hand again.
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1st BATTALION LOYAL EDMONTON REGIMENT

MEN HOLD IMPROMPTU REUNION IN ENGLAND
Hold Gay Festivities at Snyder’s the Unofficial Battalion Headquarters

As a certain number of officers in the Regiment are back from Italy,
about ten days ago a few of us decided it would be nice if we all got
together again, and made arrangements to do so on Saturday 18th March
1944. We met at the Queen’s Hotel in Farnborough, Hants, which is near
the original station of the Regiment when we arrived in England in 1940.

Colonel E. R. Knight could probably get such a list, so that you could
contact those personnel who were discharged, or employed in Alberta if
you desire to have them take out membership in the Association. I know
that some men requested discharge in other districts, and I imagine it
would be difficult to trace them.

Mr. and Mrs. John Snyder made most of the arrangements and all of
us who could arrange to be there sat down to dinner with the Snyder’s at
the Hotel, after which everyone returned to Seba Cottage, the residence
of Mr. and Mrs. Snyder in Farnborough, where the evening was spent in
conversation and conviviality, after which a ham, which had been
produced by Mike O’Neill, was demolished before everyone had to
return to their respective stations.

Wishing yourself and all the members of the Association my very
best regards.
Sincerely
COL. E. B. WILSON.

1st BATTALION LOYAL EDMONTON MEN
RECEIVE RECOGNITION

The following officers of the Regiment were able to attend, and after
each name I have put a few remarks in case you desire to know what they
are doing at the moment.
Lt-Col. W. G. Stillman, ED, President of the Regimental Funds
Board, CMHQ.; Lt. Col. R. A. Lindsay, PPCLI, who returned from Italy
a few months ago; Lt-Col. G. M. Beaton, Ed. Cdn Postal Corps; Lt-Col.
K. A. Hamilton, RCAMC, who came overseas in 1939 as M.O. He is now
with No. 2 Cdn General Hospital; Lt-Col. G. L. Morgan-Smith, who was
M.O. with the Regiment for about 8 months in 1941 and who now
commands a Field Ambulance; H/Col. M.C. O’Neill, MM; who came
over with us as Regimental padre and is now Principal Padre (RC), Cdn
Army Overseas; Hon. A/Maj J. C. MacLellan who was padre with the
Regiment throughout the Sicilian campaign and in Italy, up to Ortona,
and who has just returned from Italy.
The following have just returned from Italy: Maj. H. D. P. Tighe,
M.C.; Maj. E. M. Findlay; Maj. Harry W Smith; Capt. G. Harris; Capt.
K. J. Rootes; Capt. W. Soley; Lieut. H. Snell; Lieut R. F. Twist.
Now on Army Staff: Maj. P. S. Cooper; Capt. D. C. R. Sims.
Holding various appointments with reinforcement units: Capt. J. R.
Turner; Lieut. W. Dowden; Lieut T. P. H. Darlington; Lieut H. M.
Turner; Lieut. A. P. Kent.
Capt. C. F. Swan; Maj. John H. Adams, DAQMG 2 Div.; Maj. J. H.
Tremblay, U.N.R.R.A.; Capt. K. L. W. Scott, (son of Lt-Col. Louis Scott.
DCM, and now ADC to Maj-Gen. George Kitching, DSO.); Col. E. B.
Wilson, ADQMG, CMHQ; and Mr. and Mrs. John Snyder.
Much to everyone’s regret, both Major-General George Kitching,
DSO. a former Commanding Officer and Brigadier J. C. Jefferson, DSO,
were on duty, the nature of which precluded them from attending.
I have no doubt that Bill Stillman will be writing to you about the
dinner, but I am writing as I kept a list of those officers who attended.

These Awards Denote the Efficient Fighting Done By The
Whole Battalion.
A number of awards and mentions have been earned by Members of
the young battalion overseas for their work in Sicily and Italy. We are
unable at present to give the citations, but these will be published in due
course. Following are the names of those recognized and the awards:
D.S.O.
Major Wm. G. Bury (posthumous)
Major A. S. Donald
Brig. J. C. Jefferson, and Bar, E.D.
M.C.
Capt. J. A. Dougan
Major J. R. Stone
D.C.M.
Sgt. Robert Baden Whiteside
Cpl. Allan Gee Cheshire
M.M.
Pte. Charles Gordon Rattray
Cpl. G. E. O’Neil
WO2. Walter Lawrence Bober, (posthumous)
Pte. Wilfred Laurie Squires
Cpl. Stanley Melton
Pte. Wm. T. Davies
Pte. John Low
A/Sgt. J. E. W. Dick
A/Sgt. G. A. Campion
Mentioned in Dispatches
R.O.M.S. C. A. MacDonald
C.S.M. H. H. Ragan

I am also looking forward to borrowing from Stillman the last two
issues of the “Forty-Niner”, as I have not seen them.
I would like very much to be able to supply you with a list of officers
and men of the Regiment who have returned to Canada for discharge or
on duty, but I do not know how or where I could get any such record from
this end, however, if you desire such a list I am sure that as the majority
of personnel are discharged in M.D. 13, that Col. D. G. L. Cunnington or
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WHERE IS MY WANDERING BOY?

A. Stroud, C coy. and Transport, in a
letter to Neville Jones sends information of
the boys at Vancouver Island. He met Col.
Palmer and he had just come out of
hospital and mentioned another man who
was in hospital, Pearse of A coy. Also met
at other times were, Warburton A. and now
of the Vets Guards, Hasse was looking- well when he called on
Stroud. Jack Watt and Drader, now back at his P.O. job. Bob
Aspinall looking quite young and he sends his best to all the boys.
We hope Col. Palmer will soon be fit and well again. Stroud’s
daughter overseas for two years is expecting to go to France or
Italy with the nursing services.
D. L. Bowerman, No. 436724, A coy, in writing to thank us
for the magazine says in 1942 it came while he was on Bridge
Guard. He says the rest of the boys were very interested in it and
it went all around the hut. MacSullivan, a returned 1st Bn. man,
Jimmy Hilton, 49th and Bob Ashton, an original sergeant having
eagerly read it. Old Boys of other units also borrowed it. Of
course, it disappeared. Bowerman also sent in a contribution to
the magazine of the day’s work and the surroundings in a Japanese
work camp. Unfortunately, it was not on our battalions or the
Regiment’s doings, and lack of space prevents publication. Later
on, it may be possible to publish this well written article.
J. McKenzie, 101347 B coy, has written to Neville Jones, “I
have been out of touch with the 49th for a very long time until I
was caught out last August and had to make Port at the Veterans’
wing in Edmonton. But now I am back in B.C. again where I have
lived for the last seven years.” Further he says, “I have read the
last issue from cover to cover twice and thanks a million for sending it along. Several of the old boys came along to me when I was
in hospital and gave me cigarettes, etc. I intend to raid the
Vancouver branch this Fall. Best regards to all.”
Robert C. Laurie, 905196, 10 platoon, C coy., sends his dues
and gives some word of doings at St. Paul where he has met Bill
Guthrie and Percy Keen. Bill is 2nd i/c of the St. Paul Air Cadets
and is putting two of Laurie’s boys through their paces and a great
improvement is seen in their bearing. Percy intends coming to the
church parade. Bob also has a son who tried to join the navy at 18,
but they were full up and so he joined the infantry and has finished
his training at Calgary and looking forward to his 19th birthday
when he expects to go overseas. His daughter Ina is on the H.Q.
Staff of the C.W.A.C.’s at Edmonton and waiting for her 21st

birthday to go overseas. Keen met Capt. Hudson recently. Jim
Snay, Police, was in hospital at Lac la Biche last Fall. Spencer,
Scouts, has been in the Home Guard at Bermuda for some time. I
notice Couch’s boy and Peter Dunn’s are missing, they were both
B coy. men. He sends his best wishes to all and to Miles Palmer
who went overseas in the same platoon.
C. K. MacKenzie, B.C. Provincial Police H.Q., Victoria,
B.C., sends us dues and thanks for the magazine He tells us of a
visit in March from Harry Botel and reports very little change in
“Bo”. Thanks for the letter and good wishes, C.K.
C. D. W. White, 252881, enlisted in the 209th May 1st, 1916,
and joined the 49th in June 1917 being posted to 1 platoon, A coy.
He was wounded at Passchendaele in October 1917. Discharged
April 1st, 1919 after approx. 3 years’ service. He now is ranching
at Shaunavon, Sask. Family of two, sex not stated. Mail address,
Box 162. White wrote to Byron Morrison, jeweller, for some lapel
badges and we later contacted him and got his questionnaire filled
in. In his remarks he says, “I was in A coy. Lewis gun section
when Walter Eaton was corporal in 1917; joined the Battn. at
Souchez Valley our old company clerk will remember me, J. W.
H. Williams. “I see A. H. Stevens, of Climax, fairly often and Red
McNaught D and also ‘Yorky’ Sawden who is now at the coast.
Old age is up with me now and I am getting weighty in spite of
being active and horse back riding. I am glad to be able to brag
how I ran in Brigade sports — cross country — and our team took
1st prize, francs, which went the way of all francs in those days.
The same year we ran at Divisional sports and we took 2nd but
got bronze medals which we couldn’t drink up. I finished last of
the team having more wind than speed.
D. Llewellyn. 100442, A coy. writes he was pleased to receive
the magazine and sent along his dues. He wishes to be
remembered to the old boys of his company.
Don Gurr, of 16 platoon (Chinks), was a visitor in Edmonton
the week ending, June 17th. Don says, he is doing well at the coast
and works with or a least sees at the shipyards, “Irish” Watson
and Syd. Hamilton. The old troopers out there are doing very well
these days and are able to sit up and take a little nourishment.
Spencer H. Tuck, whom many will remember as one of the
stout stalwarts of “Ghurka” 14 platoon, spent a day in Edmonton
in March. He was a luncheon guest of Norman Cook, Jack Blewett
and Neville Jones. Tuck is a fire warden with the B.C. government
and his patrol areas include parts of the Alaska Highway. The
passing years have made no noticeable change in his appearance
and he claimed he felt as fit as a fiddle.
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A. E. Figg’s occupation at the Edmonton Post Office was the
subject of a write-up in one of the local papers early this year. It
went on to relate of Ernie’s experiences with the public and how
they were eager to co-operate. Besides weighing parcels on the
scales, they are sometimes requested to weigh the baby. This job
may have its quiet moments, but one day last Christmas 6,000
parcels had to be handled. As you will remember Ernest served
with A coy.
Guy Patterson, D coy, was named to succeed the late J. W.
McClung, K.C., as prosecutor for the Edmonton Judicial district.
He had formerly held this position for the Vegreville district.
Sgt. Hurman of D coy still is at Weston-super-Mare, and he
met a Capt. Tripp of Windsor, Ont., over there and had him send
along his dues. Hurman sent along his best regards to all his old
friends and was anxious not to miss any of the magazines telling
of the doings of the old boys.
Fred Quelch, D coy, wrote to tell us his boy David had joined
the R.C.A.F. and had been sent to the Manning Depot, Edmonton.
We had the pleasure of David’s company two or three times
before he was reposted down East. Fred asked if we could
remember the times he and Tansley used to go out at nights from
Bramshott. Well! we do but one good thing they always managed
to get back fairly respectable. Fred sends his respects to all the old
troopers.
AC2 Daniel St. Clair, Edmonton was at the Manning Depot,
Edmonton last February. He enlisted at the age of 17 but was
given leave until he reached 17 1/2. His father and Uncle served
in the 49th in the last war. Daniel’s home address is Tawatinaw,
Alta.
Sgt. R. Baden Whiteside, Penhold, Alta, was reported
wounded last Jan. serving with the 1st Bn. Loyal Edmonton Regt.
He had been mentioned twice in news dispatches for his sniping
activities. He also served as a sniper with the old 49th in the First
Great War. (See other story elsewhere)
Major Miles Palmer, was elected provincial vice-president
for Alberta at the meeting of the Life Underwriters’ association in
Toronto last January. Last year he stood fourth highest in all Canada for business production by members of the Sun Life
company’s staff.
Thomas I Lundy, “T. I.” 101504, enlisted Nov. 1st, 1915 in
the 66th. Posted to 8 platoon, B coy. June 1916. Discharged, July
1918, after 2 years and 9 months service. Occupation, shipyard
foreman. Home address, 6303 S.E. 92, Portland No. 6 Oregon,
U.S.A. Lundy has a son in the U.S.A. Navy. Kenny Kinnaird and
his wife met Lundy when on a visit to the States. In his remarks
Lundy says, “Glad to have met Kenny and his wife, and will be in
to see you one of these days. Will try to get the addresses of some
more of the boys down here that were in the “Good Old 49th”.
Byron Morrison, who served with D coy. has again shed his
blood for his country, but this time it was not on the field of battle.
He was a donor at the blood clinic in Edmonton last April.
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Bill English, assistant vice-president of the TCA appeared in a
picture in one of our local papers pinning an award of a service pin on
the lapel of Donald R. MacLaren, D.S.O. of the last war. MacLaren is
superintendent of passenger service, and the award was for service in
helping to build up the Trans. Canada service.
John R. Ardill, Farrell Creek, B.C. says, he is always pleased to read
the news of the boy’s doings and wishes to be remembered to all the old
“stick in the muds”.

see many old 49ers and says the magazine is doubly welcome, as it gives
him all the news of them. He wishes to pass on good wishes to all, and
especially to “Doc” Purvis. Thanks, John, let’s hear from you again.
Dues, and an interesting letter from H. S. Montgomery, Bathurst
Mines, New Brunswick. He digs into the past with special mention of
something hard to get these days, guess what? He sends best regards to
Bob Whyte, whom he was hoping to see in the East.

H. Clift, of A coy. was the recipient of a Life membership in the
Legion at the annual meeting held in the Memorial Hall last March.
President H. E. Tanner, D coy. was in the chair.
To hand a welcome letter from Neil Dorsey, Okotoks, Alta, thanking
us for the magazine. He has some very kind words for the 49er and if we
may quote him”. It seems to mean more as time goes on”. That expresses
just what we want the 49er to mean to all our old comrades, Neil, and is
an ideal we shall always strive to attain.
From Whitelaw, Alta, we have a life membership subscription from
Percy Duvall, along with many kind words for the 49er. Thanks a lot,
Percy, all these good words make the task of publishing the magazine so
much easier, and so much worthwhile. Best of luck to you and to your
two boys in the R.C.A.F. More “chips”, eh? Keep up the good work on
the farm, old timer.
Jack James, Box 30, Cadomin, Alta., expresses his great regret at
not making the banquet but sends his best regards to all the old boys.
Thanks for the letter and dues, Jack, here’s hoping we see you next
January.
We pass on the best wishes of Bill Wilson, 5 platoon from 777
Ridwell Street, Vancouver to all his old buddies. Bill still devours the
magazine, and we acknowledge receipts of his dues.
W. H. Collins writes us from R.R.I., Tuxford, Sask., enclosing his
dues. Thanks for a very interesting letter, W. H. you are certainly doing
your bit in the farm.
Another old timer back on guard! George Guthrie writes us from 40
8th Street, S.E. Medicine Hat, Alta, enclosing dues and his kind regards
to the members of 9 Platoon, in particular, and to the gang in general.
George is employed at a munitions plant, as a guard, but did not mention
if he ever gets “the stick”.
John Payee, Forest Lawn, Alta, sends his dues and a request for a
magazine, same being promptly sent. Thanks, John, how about a little
more news next time?
Another wail from a banquet absentee! E. F. Guest, 11039 126 Street,
Edmonton, now with the R.C.A.F. at Calgary. Duty prevented his
attendance, so we will not have him “up for office.” We acknowledge
dues from him, and also for Bill Harris, of Coal Valley, Alta. Thanks for
the cooperation, E. F. and will all be hoping you can make it next time.
From Box 241, Sutherland, Sask., we receive dues from George
Buchanan, who says he is always hoping to get to Edmonton to see some
of the Old Gang. We would like to see you George, and we are passing
along your best regards to all your old friends.
We record, with pleasure, dues and a substantial donation to the
Cigarette Fund, from John Steele, Chief Lake, P.O., B.C. He does not
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We received, with great pleasure, a very interesting letter from Mrs.
Carmen, of 15 Olympia Ave Victoria B.C. She expresses thanks for the
49er and tells us with what delight our dear old “Dad” would read it from
cover to cover. Friends, please note change of address.

We have a note from Charlie Walker, thanking us for the 49er and
we note his address, which with his good wishes to his many old friends
we pass on to them. Charlie can be reached: RQMS Walker, S-11 Camp,
C.C.W.S., Suffield, Alta.

Mrs. Kathleen Winser, of Cowansville, Que., writes thanking us for
the magazine. Old 49ers, especially of “Steady D” will be greatly
interested to hear that our beloved comrade’s two sons are in the Services.
Frank is a Lieutenant in the R.C.N.V.R., on loan to the R.N. and seeing
action in the Mediterranean while Cedric is a gunner with the Canadians,
now in Italy. All old 49ers will be very proud of this fine record of
service.

We have dues and a letter from R. L. LOWE, 1406 McGregor
Avenue, Fort William, Ont. Bob expresses his appreciation of the Hasse
diary, a feeling which is very general, and also mentions meeting Harry
Botel, “Bo” seems to be getting around these days, it would seem. Thanks
for the letter, Bob, also the article.

Miss. Gladys Potts, of 128 Mile End Lake, Stockport, Cheshire,
England, writes to thank us for the magazine, which she says keeps her
in touch with the men and the country of which her brother, our old
comrade Cyril, thought so much. We must record, with sadness, the loss
of Russell, another brother late of the 67th Battalion Western Scots.

We have dues from F. Lukey, RR.1. Cadboro Bay, Victoria, B.C. He
reports seeing Lance Smith, who has been in hospital for quite a spell,
but is now at home, although still confined to bed. Thanks a lot, old timer,
and we will certainly publish Lances’ address as soon as it arrives.
We are pleased to report an interesting letter from Capt. E. D. Clark,
thanking us for the 49er, and later, another with dues and a duly
completed questionnaire, which is recorded elsewhere. The Captain
already belongs to the Vancouver association, but is at present moving
around in the course of his duties as Paving Inspector for Airports.
Thanks for the letters, and good wishes, Cap.
T. F. Higgleton, 1040 7th Avenue W. Calgary, sends dues, good
wishes to all his old friends and also encloses dues for Dick Storey, of D
coy, at 804 7th Avenue, W, Calgary. Thanks T. F. always glad to hear
and we do appreciate the co-operation received from so many of you oldtimers.
From Entrance B.C. we have dues from J. F. Dickenson. Thanks,
Dick for your letter. Come again soon.
Once more we hear from our old pal Tom Mounsey, of Sunset
Prairie, B.C. He sends us dues, also his approval of the editorial in the
last issue. Thanks for your letter Tom, it seems that the editorial was very
much to the taste of all hands. Lets hear again, soon.
George Charlton, of 104 4th Street S. E., Medicine Hat, sends us
dues and also regrets at not being able to answer roll call at the Church
Parade or banquet. George is still railroading out of the “Hat” and sends
the very best to all his old pals of “Steady D”.
Clarke, E. D. (Texas Clarke) Capt. and Q.M. Enlisted in Bn.
December 1914. Discharged June 15, 1919, with 4½ years’ service. Now
Paving Inspector of Airports. Married, 4 daughters. Home address 784
Thurston Street, Vancouver, B.C.
J. P. Riley writes in from his farm at Ponoka to say, “I was very sorry
to read of Sam McBride’s going. He was a loyal friend and as square as
men are made. Phil Hogan, Sam and I had a lot of good times together.
In a few more years I will be the only 49er left except the Mule. There is
a Forty-Niner living here whose name I have not seen in the mag. Jim
Davidson (not Ben). He was taken prisoner on the Somme Sept. 15, the
first trip in, D coy. Another man not mentioned is Jack Morris, 432982,
a resident of Grouard, Alta. B coy. and transport. “I see you have reported
as wounded Fred Hulloch, Sept. 7. Wife, Elsie. She is the youngest
daughter of our old friend Andy Liddle. She was born just after we left
Edmonton for England.”
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Weep not for we slept many times but not so deep or peaceful as this within his gracious keeping.

LOYAL EDMONTON REGIMENT PAY TRIBUTE TO FALLEN COMRADES
Ortona Dead Honored Amid the Snow of Italy—Loyal Edmonton Cemetery Was Built Under Shellfire

Amid the snows of Italy, the men of the 1st Battalion Loyal Edmonton
Regiment gathered on Sunday, February 13th to honour the fallen of Ortona
and other battles, in a cemetery built under shellfire representing the care
taken of their fallen whenever possible.
The men were under the command of the new Colonel, Lt/Col. E. W.
“Ted” Day, who read the scripture lesson. The service being conducted by the
chaplain, Major E. J. Bailey.
The order of service was as follows — “O Canada”. Followed by the
hymn. “O God Our Help”. Lesson, Saint John 14:1 - 11 (inc). Lt/Col. E. W.
Day, E.D., Prayers: Followed by the Lord’s Prayer in unison. Our Fallen
Comrades: A minute silence, followed by the Last Post. Trumpeter of 1st
Canadian Corps Band. Hymn: “For All the Saints”. Address: “Forever
Canada”. H/Major E. J. Bailey.
“We meet.to-day to do honour to the men of the Loyal Edmonton
Regiment who have made the supreme sacrifice, and to bring comfort by
word and deed to their loved ones at home. Rupert Brooke, who was killed in
the last war, penned some words I would like to appropriate for Canada:”
“If I should die, think only this of me,
That there is some corner of a foreign field That is forever Canada.
In that rich earth a richer dust’s concealed.
A dust which Canada bore, shaped, made aware, her flowers to love, her
ways to roam,
A dust that calleth Canada home”.

“Along the weary way that leads to victory there are many such hallowed
places that will be forever Canada. Near the fertile beaches of Sicily, along
the dusty roads that lead to Piazza Armerina, Leonforte, Agira, Hill 736 and
the barren wastes of the Salso river. Then crossing the straits of Messina it
continues through Reggio, Crotone, Potenza, Vinchiaturo, Colledanchise
until it finds us on the scene of the last great battle fought by the Canadians.
A hundred yards from this spot was a German H.Q. From here began those
operations which culminated in a striking victory for our men. Into the nearby
town they fought their way house by house, street by street, against
Germany’s crack paratroopers, until by sheer determination and courage, they
won the day. It was not without cost to ourselves. There blossomed from this
hillside, overlooking the blue Adriatic Sea, clean white crosses, bearing the
names of our comrades. Men with whom we trained, worked, fought and
finally they died by our sides. One by one we said goodbye to them and now
we gather as a group to do honor to their memory. Mark well their names,
they made history.
“Today this hallowed ground, wrought out of the hillside during heat of
battle, bears mute testimony to those who pass by, that Canada’s gallant sons
are bearing their share of the world’s suffering and will continue to do so until
victory has been won and peace shall come again. Here as we stand beside
our fallen comrades, we shall pledge ourselves again to carry on the fight
which they began until the battle flags have been furled in all corners of the
world, until the imprisoned peoples have been set free, until the four freedoms
have been carved in flesh and blood upon the living face of humanity. May
God strengthen us to this end.”
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Then followed a prayer. The National Anthem. Ending with the
Benediction.
During the service the guns could be heard from the front in the
continuation of the battle in which the fallen had so ably fought; a
fitting salute to those whom they now were leaving in their soldiers’
sleep. Their place of rest is understood to be one of the permanent
resting places of our fallen and is named the Loyal Edmonton
cemetery.
VISITS PEACE TOWER
Fred Pinnell on a ten-day tour at the Head Office, Ottawa paid a
visit to General Griesbach and the Peace Tower. This is what he says:
“I visited the Peace Tower on February 6th and the Book of
Remembrance was open on the list of A’s for 1916. In the two pages
that were open three men of ours were shown, I.E. Private Able,
Ernest George; Private Adkins, Martin; and Private Adkins, William.
In the sculptured design of the Peace Tower around the altar, our
badge stands out very prominently with the other Battalions of the
7th Brigade. It is well worth a visit from any Forty-Niner to go up
there any time they are in Ottawa.” The General suggested that I give
you the above information, as possibly there are many members who
knew the three men shown on the Book of Remembrance and opened
on the day I was there.

EXECUTIVE MEETING JULY 17, 1944
Under the chairmanship of Vice-Pres. Fred Pinnell, the executive
met in Mike’s office to make arrangements for today’s Church
parade, and consider other matters brought before the members. Chas
Wampler made a report of the sick visiting committee. Neville Jones,
Hon. Treas. drew the attention of the members to the fact that since
the death of Major A. P. Chattell there was a vacancy on the Board
of Trustees of the Battalion Fund. A motion was passed appointing
Earle Hay to fill this vacancy. The meeting decided unanimously that
the association assume the cost of telephones for Earle Hay, Neville
Jones and Norman Arnold, this action being taken as a token of
appreciation for the services rendered the association for many years
by the Secretary, the Treasurer and the Editor of the Magazine, also
in recognition of the fact that the residence telephone of these
officials had in the past been used extensively for Association
business.

BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE
Containing the names of 66,651 Canadians who gave their lives
in the Great War of 1914 - 1918, a photographic copy of Canada’s
Book of Remembrance has been received by His Honor Lt.- Gov. J.
C. Bowen. It has been placed in the provincial library in the
Legislative Buildings, in an appropriate case.
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LOYAL EDMONTON

MEN SUBMIT BRIEF TO MINISTER OF DEFENCE, HON. J. L. RALSTON
Their Thought on Post War Needs Set Out in five Suggestions the Result of Their Studies
While Dealing with the Problems of War They Are Not Neglecting Vital Ones of Peace

During the visit of the Hon. J. L. Ralston, Canadian minister of
national defence to the 1st Canadian Division in Italy last Winter, a
brief was submitted to him outlining the results of a series of camp
study groups on demobilization and other subjects, organized by their
padre, Major Edgar Bailey of Winnipeg.
Here is the brief:
1.
The Canadian government has a moral responsibility for the
return of the fighting forces into civilian life, with jobs.
2.
Security of livelihood for every citizen should be assured by
all means available notably minimum wage, health and hospital
insurance and national security measures along the lines of the
Beveridge plan.
3.
A large standing army, navy and air force sufficient to meet
Canada’s international obligations for the maintenance of world
peace should be given preference there.
4.
Out of the existing overseas army a Canadian group for
attachment to the Allied military occupation army should be
established on a voluntary basis but maintaining Canadian identity
and officered by Canadians, reinforcements to be drawn from
trainees.
5.
Preparations be made forthwith to let men awaiting
discharge begin trades and other training as soon as possible to
obviate the necessity for purely parade-square routine. Existing
education personnel and trades school staff could be used as a nucleus
for this purpose.
Submissions Praised by Press
The result of this submission has been given much favourable
publicity by the press and also by the public, editorials and letters
have been written praising the good common sense of their deliberations.
In its issue of January 10th, 1944, Time magazine has an article
and photo of men of the regiment at study and says, “Men of the
Loyal Edmonton Regiment do not day-dream about peace time’s D
Day.” It also gives a paragraph to the fighting the battalion had taken
part in at Sicily and in Italy.
The Montreal Gazette suggests the idea should be widened and
that the views of the other units should be officially obtained so that
a valuable contribution could be had of use in post-war reconstruction. By and large says, the Gazette, the proposals of the brief
sound sensible.
From the Windsor Daily Star comes the following: “But the men
and women most interested in the subjects are being almost entirely
forgotten. No one has bothered to ask those in the service what they
want in the post war world, or how. they think their objectives could
be achieved. It is an inexplicable oversight. With almost everyone
talking about “what we are to do with the veterans,” we still treat the
objects of our solicitude as nonentities who are not entitled to any say
as to their future.”

Says the Saskatoon Star-Phoenix: “It is not strange that men in
the armed services should be concerned about the future. The great
majority of them expect to return home after the war and they expect
to look after themselves as other citizens do. What they want is a
reasonable chance to work for themselves and for Canada. Who will
say that is too much to ask?
The London, Ontario, Free Press believes the “old sweats” must
shake their heads in wonder at the changes the present war has
brought to army life. In general, it praises the brief, but mentions
many of the points are controversial, . . . but the whole project shows
shrewd insight and careful study . . . and further says. They also bring
forward the idea which is most unorthodox in Canada, of the
advisability of a considerable standing army, to be continued in time
of peace.
Locally in our papers several news items and editorial space was
given to the subject, and this extract from the Hon. James A.
MacKinnon in a letter to an Edmonton friend, appeared: “As soon as
Colonel Ralston returned to Ottawa, he called me and told me about
the wonderful work the Loyal Edmonton Regiment had done, was
doing and still is doing in Italy. I have never heard him give such
ringing, strong and sincere compliment as he gave to the Edmonton
Regiment. He said that they were just really wonderful and that they
had made a wonderful name for themselves as a fighting machine of
the very highest calibre.”
The President of the Canadian Corps, Mr. Turner also read the
brief to one of their meetings This had been forwarded to the
association by Hon. Major Edgar G. Bailey, padre.
We Think Submission Sensible
As to ourselves we cannot see anything of a controversial nature
in the most of their submissions, and after the way the “old sweats”
talked to our youth previously to this war we would have been
surprised if changes had not taken place of a nature to cause a freer
interchange of ideas, etc. between officers and other ranks, also with
the authorities through the proper channels.
And we feel sure the returned men of both, or all wars, feel that
all newspapers and other public bodies of whatever shade of political
opinion should at least be behind the citizens of our country to see no
one suffers from the lack of work, medical attention and security in
old age. The returned men do not seek charity they only seek justice
and certainly justice will be well blindfolded if we have anything
approaching the exploitation of the returned men, like we saw after
the last war, which we feel sure was one of the contributing causes of
the absolutely avoidable depression of the “Terrible Thirties”.
Yes, Loyal Edmonton’s we salute your fighting qualities and also
this display of your native intelligence. We hope you will carry your
comradeship of the battle line into civilian life, so that this country as
a nation shall go ahead with all the rest of the world to its proper
destiny of righteous and clean living.
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NEWS AND VIEWS OF YOUNG BATTALION’S DOINGS IN CANADA AND OVERSEAS
Items of Interest in Local Newspapers Rewritten for Our Magazine Readers,
in Chronological Sequence . . . By Norman Arnold

December 1943—

Nasty Nazi Trick
Donkey Derby Held

William Stewart, correspondent in Italy, describes the donkey Derby
held by the 1st Bn. when the men begged or borrowed more than 40
scruffy Italian donkeys and staged a “Derby Day” complete with
parimutuel betting by the railway station near its camp. Betting was made
at a row of trucks, and big blackboards listed the entries with such names
as Mud Biscuit, Non Capisco and Vino Express.
Changing odds were announced by Capt. J. R. Stone, Grand Prairie,
Alta, Pte Harold Wiley of Wainwright, Alta., sounded “Boots and
Saddles” on his cornet when the donkeys went to the post. The
Edmonton’s padre, Major Edgar Bailey of Winnipeg, who organized the
Derby, called out the starters. Then they were off as a Red Cross pennant,
wielded by R.S.M., A. C. Sasches of Edmonton dropped to the ground.

A platoon of Canadian infantrymen, walking forward to accept the
surrender of German infantrymen, was “murdered in cold blood” by
machine gunners waiting in ambush on the flank, Canadian Troops were
informed last Winter by the Canadian commander warning them to be on
their guard.
The platoon was wiped out after fierce fighting north of San
Leonardo. The Germans had put up a stiff battle but eventually raised
their arms in surrender. When the Canadians went forward to round up
the prisoners they were met with a withering fire from ambushing
machine gunners and every man killed.
Another incident had been reported earlier by engineers of German
snipers picking off stretcher- bearers carrying men from the battlefield.
Douglas Amaron reports this in a front line dispatch.

Forty Mokes Nose Tape
The first event, the mountain warfare race, was won by Cpl. Jack
Russel and L. Cpl. Art Edge, Edmonton, on Armor Piercing, carrying a
Bren gun and ammunition. Non Capisco, ridden by Mike Smereka,
Glendon, Alta, beat Vino Express ridden by Pte Charley Baldry, Hines
Creek and Boxcars ridden by Ted Adel of Medicine Hat.
The cook “Frenchy” Lamarche, Edmonton, took the second race on
Mud Biscuit and Vinchiaaturo Mystery, ridden by Pte. Johns Dixon,
North Bend, B. took second.
The derby, in which 40 donkeys nosed the tape, was won by the long
shot. Who Cares, ridden by Pte Lotoski, Edmonton, and paid the only
man who picked him to win, $250.00, the lucky man being Peter
Danyluck, Oakburn, Man, who had bet 50 cents. Pte R. J. Williams,
Ashmont was second on Slowdown and Pte John Purvis, Grande Prairie,
Alta., brought Piercing Armor in third.
The battalion commander presented the prizes made from discarded
anti-tank shells to the winners and the other winners received cigarettes.
The judges were Capt. W. G. Longhurst and H. S. Robinson, Edmonton,
and G. J. Armstrong, Medicine Hat, Alta. Track supervisor was Lieut. H.
Stauffer of Edmonton.
Brothers in Arms
Pte. J. W. Raison who joined the Loyals, June 1940 served overseas,
he has two brothers in the services; AC2 S. V. Raison, R.C.A.F., L.A.C.,
O. C. Raison, overseas with the 426th Sqdn., R.C.A.F. They are the sons
of W. J. Raison and the late Mrs. Raison, 11208 102 St. who both served
in the First Great War.
Cpl. Jack Wilson in the R.C.E., and Pte. Stuart Wilson of the Loyal
Edmonton Regt, had a surprise meeting at a North African army base last
Nov. 16th. They had both seen service in North Africa, Sicily and Italy,
Stuart having been wounded in Italy. The brothers are sons of Mr. and
Mrs. J. J. Wilson, 9210 105 Ave.
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Capt. Gilchrist relates Experiences

Action in Razed Ortona

Capt. Alex Gilchrist, related to Les Wedman, reporter that he got out
of Sicily with nothing on but a shirt. He was hit July 28 while the
Edmonton’s were attacking Cemetery Hill, Half-way up the hill he was
hit in both legs by mortar bomb fragments. This was his second wound
he having been hit in the shoulder 12 days earlier, “It was like having
your finger cut and bandaged up,” he stated. He paid tribute to the Loyal
Edmonton men, and said more would be heard of them. He said the
Italians were not eager to continue the fighting, but the Germans would
fight to the last, Capt. Gilchrist has two brothers serving. One Major W.
R. Gilchrist in Italy with an artillery unit and another with the R.C.A.F.

The ruins of Ortona are firmly in Canadian hands, cleared of the
enemy who had turned its streets into a battlefield, its houses into
fortresses. The end of the Ortona battle came suddenly and unexpectedly.
The Germans fought stubbornly, almost frantically right up to the end.
Canadian tanks helped to clear the town and the reporter spoke to some
of the men. They were Troopers J. N. Lounsberry of Winnipeg, Thomas
Lewis of Edmonton. With them was Pte Wallace Cook of Peace River,
Alta., who was looking for mines and booby traps. German snipers stayed
behind as suicide squads even when surrounded by our men.

Reported in Italy

Captain Garfield Kennedy, son of Mrs. and Mrs. T. H Kennedy,
11039 88 Ave., whose promotion to that rank was announced this month.

This month was the first mentioned of our unit being in Italy, Ross
Munro in a dispatch dated London, Dec. 11. “The bloodiest battle for
Canadian troops in the Italian campaign, and one which is probably on a
fiercer and larger scale than anything in Sicily, now is in its fourth day.”
“Frontline reports suggest the Canadian advance has been carried out at
no small cost although losses to the enemy have been heavier, particularly
from the tremendous Canadian and British artillery barrage and Allied air
attacks.”

Promoted

“Western units which have been identified as fighting in Italy are the
Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry, the Seaforth Highlanders and
The Loyal Edmonton Regiment, and it was these regiments which took a
leading part in battles of the Sicilian campaign at Leonforte, Agiro and
the Simeto river valley. San Leonardo and Ortona are likely to be added
to their battle honours.”
Photo in Papers
Sgt. David Laughton, with Canadian signallers at M. H. Q. in England
will be spending his fourth Christmas in Britain. He enlisted in a
reinforcement draft of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment in January 1940.
Cpl. C. Pennell, son of Mrs. E. Pennell of 11225 94 St., who took part in
fighting in Sicily and is now serving in Italy. He enlisted in the Loyal
Edmonton’s at the age of 18 and went overseas in 1939, later transferring
to a signal unit.
Edmonton Men Mentioned
Douglas Amaron mentions Edmonton men in a despatch from Italy.
These may not be “Edmonton” men, but here is what he says, “Capt. G.
T. Harris of Edmonton, the adjutant of a battalion with headquarters
nearby, said the men of his unit were not so isolated as the other
westerners and one hot and two cold meals are being sent to them daily
by carriers in daytime and wheeled vehicles at night. W. R. Campbell of
Edmonton is intelligence sergeant of the battalion while signalmen
include W. H. Smith, Kitscotty, Alta., L. E. Arnold, Edmonton and W.
K. Grant, Edmonton. Pete. C. A. Bonaguro of Edmonton, another
intelligence man, was used as an interpreter during the Sicilian
campaign.”
Acknowledges Receipt of Forty-Niners
Col. Jefferson writes as follows, “Thank you very much for your letter
of 25th September, just received. Am pleased to hear you received the
photos Barrit (late of the Loyal Regiment) sent. The Forty-Niners (200)
were received with a great deal of enthusiasm by all and are much
appreciated. It is most encouraging to hear that our predecessors think we
are doing satisfactory. Please accept very best wishes for Xmas and a
most promising New Year.”
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He is serving in Italy with a reconnaissance unit. Capt. E. L. Boyd
promoted to that rank while serving in the field with the Loyal Edmonton
Regiment. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. S. Boyd of 8823 90 St. Major
Robert L. Proctor, serving overseas with the Loyals has been promoted
from the rank of Captain. Veteran of the Spitzbergen raid he joined the
army in 1940. He is the son of Dr. and Mrs. R. Proctor, 11013 89 Ave.
(Later Major Proctor was reported killed in action) Capt. G. T. Harris was
promoted to that rank in Italy. He suffered a head injury in Sicily. His
parents live at 10759 79 Ave.

20. Before the afternoon ended 20 prisoners had been brought in and four
Germans killed.
Sgt. J. G. Smirle of Los Angeles tells the story of how a party of
Canadians spent the night with the Germans in the same house. Others
with Smirle in this peculiar situation were Pte. P. A. Searson of Douglas,
Ont., Pte. E. Woodward of Cecil Lake, B.C. and Pte. A. Wolfe,
Edmonton. Until the Germans left the next morning the party was
expecting to feel the house go up under them.

Arrive Home for Xmas
Cpl. R. J. Dunn M16151. Vegreville arrived home Dec 8, He went
overseas in 1939 with the Edmonton’s. He received a leg injury over a
year ago and still had his leg in a cast. His father and sister are both
serving. Eighteen Alberta veterans returned home Dec. loth and were met
at the station by a committee of soldiers and citizens among them being,
Mrs. Jefferson, Mrs. Newton, W. J. Williams and “Mike”. The regiments
of all the men returning were not stated in the news items, C.S.M. J.
Anderson, 1st Bn. headed the party.
January, 1944
Men Submit Brief
William Stewart, writes
from Italy that, “A brief on
demobilization
was
submitted by men of the
Loyal Edmonton Regiment
of the Canadian 1st
Division to Hon. J. L.
Ralston, Canadian Minister
of National Defence, during
his recent visit to Canadian
camps in Italy.” “The brief,
outlining the men’s views,
was prepared following a
series of camp study groups
on demobilization and other
subjects, organized by their
padre, Major Edgar Bailey
of Winnipeg, (See full story
elsewhere).

Ortona Briefs
In a photo in a local paper was shown Cpl. “Smoky” Atkinson, Goodfare,
Alta., and Pte W. L. Squires, Peace River, Alta., as they moved down a
street in Ortona, Italy, during the house-to-house clearing operations in
that city after eight days of bitter street fighting.
Douglas Amaron relates the story of how 15 Canadians captured in
the confused fighting in Ortona later turned the tables on their captors
when a patrol from their own battalion caught the Germans in a house.
C.S.M. John Elaschuk of Turin, Alta., told the story. Some of the other's
involved in the melee were, Pte. Wilfrid Haimes, Vancouver: Cpls. Alex
Ray, Vancouver; T. R. Plant, Calgary; Ptes. Stan Simon, Creston, B. C.;
George Cunningham, Joussard, Alta; V. A. Murphy, Vancouver None of
the Germans were more than 24 and Elaschuk said one of them was “not
a day over 17”. Their officer, who spoke French and English, was about

L/Cpl. Roy Boyd M3170, Wembley, Alta., suffered a nightmare
experience of being buried alive 3½ days in the rubble of the ruined city
of Ortona. Boyd and his companions were buried when they entered a
house opposite a German machinegun nest, and the Germans seeing them
enter blew it up with a mine previously set. Lieut. Terry Rowe, Winnipeg,
army photographer related part of the story of the rescue to Richard
Sanborn, correspondent. As soon as possible men of his own regiment
started rescue operations. Cpl. J. H. Johnman, Barrhead, Alta., and Pte.
R. J. Williams, Ashmont, Alta., started clawing at the debris with bare
hands. They had a difficult task owing to the loose rubble falling, but
finally got him free. Also assisting were Pte. H. Trowbridge, Edmonton.,
Capt. W. G. Roxburgh, Medicine Hat, company commander. (Since the
dispatch was written Pte Trowbridge has been wounded).
Win Race
L. Cpl. H. L. Hail, Vermilion; Pte J. Purves, Grande Prairie, and Pte.
C. A. Spracklin and Pte. G. A. Price, both of Edmonton were the winners
in an obstacle race at a sports meeting held in Italy. Their photo appeared
in the local papers.
Airmen Visit O’Donnell’s Family
Son of Mrs. “Mum” Attwood, of Edmonton, England, whose
hospitality to Edmonton soldiers overseas is well-known, Cpl. Dick
Attwood, R.A.F., and Sgt. Alf Musson, R.A.F. visited Edmonton on New
Year’s leave. The airmen were the guests of members of the family of the
late Lieut, Reginald D. O’Donnell, Loyal Edmonton Regiment, including
Mrs. Reginald O’Donnell, his mother Mrs. C. O’Donnell, and Dr. and
Mrs. G. Sutherland.
Error in Casualty Reports
Previously reported to have been killed, Cpl. F. H. D. (Bill)
Fitzpatrick of Edmonton was later reported to be wounded in action in
Italy, according to word received by his parents, Mr. and Mrs. F. J.
Fitzpatrick, 12210 100A Ave. Shortly before New Year’s, Mrs. R. B.
Knox, 10152 94A St., was advised her husband was “seriously ill” as a
result of wounds.
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COLOURS PRESENTED BY KING GEORGE

On July 1st, 1941, at Catterham Surrey, England, His Majesty King George VI Presented Regimental Colors to Loyal Edmonton Regiment.

New Year’s eve she was told he had been killed in action. On Tuesday
she was told he had been wounded. On Thursday night the cycle was back to
its start when she was told he was “dangerously ill” as a result of wounds. To
the same house came a telegram telling of the wounding in Italy of Mrs
Knox’s brother, Pte. Allan H. Hinshalwood.
Heard Over the Radio

On Wednesday, January 5th, Matthew Halton gave his story of the Ortona
battle over the C.B.C. He mentioned meeting the colonel of a Western unit
and being told his men would be back in a short time with a story if Ortona
was cleared. One of his men reported in a moment or two saying the Germans
had left. Mentioned were, Capt. Longhurst, Vic. Soley, Sam Hately, two
brothers Anderson; Letendre and others in a vivid and thrilling account of the
savage and brilliant work of this Western unit, which from the names
mentioned could be none other than our 1st Bn. Loyal Edmonton Regiment.
More Casualties Return

Wounded in Sicily during the fierce fighting at Leonforte four members
of the 1st Bn arrived in Edmonton, Monday Jan. 10th and later left for their
homes. They were: Pte. E. J. Lyttle, Ashmont; Pte. W. Sutherley, Ashmont;
Pte. T. J. Forbes, Peers; Pte. W. Brodyk, Smoky Lake. In a news report the
experiences of Pte. Forbes were vividly described showing the hard time he
had getting back to his own lines. At one time he was being carried to the
Germans’ lines when an American patrol scared the Jerry’s and they left him.

He was eventually helped by two Italian boys. Pte. Lyttle was hit by a
machine gun bullet and had to crawl more than half a mile before he reached
his own First Aid. Pte. Sutherley received a bad shoulder wound.
Sgt. Black’s Wife Receives Souvenirs

Souvenirs of the Sicilian campaign, a Nazi flag and an Italian Fascist
banner, were received in Edmonton by Mrs. A. J. Black, 9856 85 Ave. from
her husband Sgt. Black, 1st Bn. Wounded in Sicily Sgt. Black was later in
hospital in Africa. He asked a friend of his Sgt., Sam Hately, also of the 1st
Bn. to send the souvenirs to his wife. On the Nazi red, white and black, are
written 133 names of members of the support company of the Edmonton unit.
There also is a place for an honour roll of casualties, but Sgt. Black was
wounded before he could put the names on.
Brothers Serve

All three sons of Mrs. A. Jones. 10223 95 St. are in the armed services.
Trevor is a member of the Loyals and left for overseas with the battalion. In
hospital at the time Sicily was invaded he was greatly disappointed. Gilbert,
is at present with the 8th Army in Italy. Kieran, was in the Air Cadets and
later joined the R.C.A.F.
Flt.-Lt, Douglas R. Matheson, one of the three sons of Mrs. Eva M.
Matheson, 10125 125 St., has been officially reported missing after air
operations.
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He had taken part in 120 sweeps over enemy territory and was
credited with shooting down many enemy planes. Cadet James Donald
Matheson went over with the 1st Bn. Dec. 1939. He took part in the
Spitzbergen raid, and in January was taking his officers’ training. LAC.
Robert S. Matheson, radio technician, after serving in N. Africa he was
attached to the R.A.F. India Command.
Wears New Ribbon
Cpl. Jack Stiles, Grande Prairie, was the first man to be pictured in
our local papers wearing the new green, scarlet and royal blue ribbon of
the Canadian Volunteer Service with silver maple leaf. He lost his left
hand fighting with the 1st Bn. in Sicily and is now receiving treatment in
Edmonton.
Describes “Sound Attack”
Major James Stone of Peace River was said by Gregory Clark,
correspondent, to be known in the Loyal Edmonton’s as the “man who
took Ortona”. In Ortona, one of the Germans’ tricks was tried out, of
making as much row as possible in attack, but it didn’t seem to go so well
with our boys. Major W. G. Longhurst is credited with the invention of
the room blowing technique in town fighting. Pioneer Cpl. J. Johnman,
Edmonton was his expert in blowing holes in the walls of the houses.
Another man mentioned was big slow-speaking Pte. G. C. Rattray,
Lavoy, Alta. He has a big droopy red moustache and prefers any
department of soldiering to drill. In the Ortona fighting he did a
tremendous job of sniping and bombing. Rattray vanished when his unit
was relieved and joined the Highlanders who were still fighting in that
sector.
Officer Treacherously Shot
How Lieut. Grant Smith of Granum, Alta, was shot by the
companions of Germans who surrendered to him is told in a letter to his
wife from A/Maj. Edgar G. Bailey, chaplain of the Loyal Edmonton
Regiment. Granum is in Southern Alberta. Mr. Bailey describes the affair
(which is told earlier in this feature) and tells of the courage of this leader
and said there had been some confusion as he had been thought taken
prisoner, but the finding of his body later on in the advance cleared up
the manner of his passing. He was buried while fighting was still in
progress. At the service the 23rd psalm and Rupert Brooke’s poem was
quoted.
Taken for a Ride
In a photo sent to his cousin, Mrs. Elsie Butchard, 9002 94 St, and
reproduced in a local paper, Pte. David Bettcher, St. Paul, and his pal

“Jack” are shown taking an airing in a “Surrey”. The horse’s name was
Mussolini, and this probably accounted for the dejected appearance of the
beast in the photo.
Receive Battle Souvenirs
Mrs. Robert Lister, 10166 94A St., whose husband, Sgt. Lister, was
killed Dec. 10th in Italy, received a parcel which was sent shortly before
his death. It contained many battle souvenirs she will keep and treasure.
One of the most valued is a German Iron Cross which Sgt. Lister took
from a German he killed. Sgt. Lister and his brother-in- law, Sgt. Robert
McEwen, were fighting side by side when a Nazi soldier shot and killed
Sgt. McEwen. Sgt. Lister avenged that death by slaying the German.
Numerous other souvenirs were contained in the parcel. Second group of
souvenirs was received by Mr. and Mrs. J. Chettleborough, 12027 95 St.,
from their sons, Pte. Stanley and Cpl. Leonard. Some of these were Italian
Battle pennants, flags, emblems, medals, one made from German cannon
of the last war, and invasion money.
Carries Story of Loyal Edmonton’s
The Toronto Star Weekly of January 22 carried a story by Matthew
Halton of the fighting for Ortona. The Loyal Edmonton’s were
prominently mentioned in this article. Headed, Fire, Fury and Death! and
sub-headed, This is Ortona. The Boche had all the cards. He held every
door, window, corner and pile of rubble. “We had to seek out and kill him
man by man.” It gave a graphic description of the fighting and mentioned
the names of 1st Bn men and the great part played by them in the
subjection of this fortress.
Receive Cigarettes
Major E. W. Day, 21/c sent an airgraph to Earle Hay, as follows:
Gentlemen — We have today (Nov. 29th, 1943) received a shipment of
ten thousand cigarettes. While your many previous shipments have been
very much appreciated, I need not enlarge on the idea to you of how much
more welcome they are under present conditions. Yours is the first
consignment we have had in many a long day and supplies were
definitely few. I hope this will reach you in time to convey the
compliments of the season to all of you from all of us, and again, our
many thanks.
Service in Sicily and Italy
Home on leave after being wounded in Sicily. Pte. Robert Prowd, of
Grande Prairie, says he owes plenty to the Italians in Sicily. When the
Edmontons were attacking Agira, Pte. Prowd was shot in the arm by a
German sniper and at the same time shrapnel struck him in the leg. Under
severe fire he crawled down an embankment and some Italian civilians
dragged him into a cave, gave him water, dressed his wounds and made
him comfortable. Two pictures appeared in local papers. One showed Pte
G. A. Bone of High Prairie, Alta., checking up on a captured Nazi post at
Ortona. The other was of L/Cpl. W. D. Smith of Edmonton, Pte. D. M.
Cameron of Innisfail and Pte. R. Jardine, Ardrossan, examining a German
wireless set they had captured.
Relatives of Loyal Men
WO. James Andrew Horton, R.C.A.F., son of J. L. Horton of
Vegreville was officially reported missing on active service in Canada
according to word received by his father.
LAW. Evelyn M. Cormie, R.C.A.F. (W.D.) spent leave with her
parents. Her brother, J. G. Cormie, is a lieutenant in the Loyal
Edmontons.
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February 1944 — Mentioned in News Items
Five of the few prisoners who surrendered in Ortona were rounded
up in a darkened room, by Ptes. C. G, Rattray, Lavoy, T. M. Starke,
Fairview, Alta., and James Galloway Cumberland Ont. Sgt. Bill Purvis,
Grande Prairie, was attacked point blank by a German anti-tank gun. The
blast bowled Rattray and him over on their backs. When a stretcher party
went to the help of three wounded in a house, one of our tanks opened up
on it. It stopped only when an Edmonton had smashed his rifle on the
turret and covered one sight with his helmet and the other with his tunic.
R.S.M. Bowen placed a booby trap in the mouth of a tunnel. He found on
his return next day the enemy, far from being fooled, had added a booby
trap of their own. Cpl. Bill Polehill received the news to report to his
colonel that the Germans had fled Ortona.
Receives Award
Capt. W. G. O. Rose, former life underwriter from Medicine Hat, now
overseas with the Loyal’s, has been awarded the Canadian Efficiency
Decoration.
Gleanings
Two Edmonton women have identified their brother in an official war
photograph taken at Ortona. The soldier is Cpl. John “Scotty” Smith,
formerly of 11515 65 St., who went overseas with the Loyal Edmonton’s
in 1939. A photo taken in Italy of Pte. A. G. Rubiliak, Smoky Lake, who
has been fighting in Italy appeared in a local paper. He was serving as a
dispatch rider at the time.
Sgt. D. L. Sehlin, of Millet, was mentioned in recent dispatches as
having taken part in an air battle over Stuttgart, Germany, driving off two
enemy fighter planes. His father also serves in the R.C.A.F., and his
brother Pte. Thomas Sehlin, of the Loyals was wounded when serving in
Italy. Flt.-Sgt. Patrick Sullivan. R.C.A.F., was reported killed after air
operations overseas. His brother T. M. Sullivan is serving overseas with
the Calgary Highlanders. Father of the boys went overseas with the Loyal
Edmonton’s in 1939 but has since been honourably discharged. Pte Allan
Smith has been invalided home after service overseas since 1939. He
contracted malaria in the Sicily campaign. Once with some mates he was
trapped for 90 hours without food. He has two brothers in the forces, Cpl.
Norman with the R.C.A.F., and Francis R with the Can. Scottish
overseas. Sgt. Jack McCullough was promoted to the rank of company
sergeant major.
Brief from Italy
Stretcher-bearers did heroic work in the battle for Ortona. Because of
the debris in the streets, the wounded could not be brought out by
ambulance Bren gun carriers were used instead. Pte. Bill Silvester of
Edmonton, a carrier driver, saw almost as much action as the infantry
men themselves. “It was a day and night job for Bill,” said his battalion
padre, Maj. E. J. Bailey of Winnipeg. “He took his carrier where jeeps
and ambulances couldn’t go and was under shellfire, mortar and sniping.”
Pte. Bill Wensel of Edmonton made many trips to the front with Silvester,
in his capacity of medical orderly. They were under severe fire while
trying to get casualties out of a building. Other first aid men were Pte. C.
J. (Pop) Morgan and Sgt. Louis Brughardt. Edmonton, and Pte. John
Low, D.C.M., Rochfort Bridge.
Lieut. P. J. Middleton of the Hat commanded a platoon which was
attacked by flame throwers.
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There were no casualties because a corporal, later killed, spotted
the black smoke which precedes the flame and warned everyone to
take cover. Antitank gunners knocked down the house from which
the flame-throwers operated.
The Germans came out second best in a minor clash with a
Canadian patrol on the terraced slopes of a gully a few hundred yards
from the Adriatic coast. Lieut. Don MacCullough of Montreal led a
platoon from a Western Canadian battalion which encountered the
enemy. The Germans let fly with a wooden “potato masher” grenade.
“I saw only two Jerries and emptied the last magazine of my tommy
gun at them,” MacCullough said. “I’m sure I got them for both
crumpled up.” Also in the patrol was H. T. Nelson, Heinsburg, Alta.
Another patrol was the cause of the biggest surprise of his life to Cpl.
H. B. (Smokey) Atkinson for after three hours spent in No-Man’s
land he failed to draw enemy fire. Smokey, Hythe, belongs to a Scout
platoon and with Ptes. Wally Hawk, Parkland, Alta., and Louis
Canada, Pine Falls, Man., went out to draw fire away from another
group of soldiers investigating German positions. They raised H
_______ with fire of one sort or another but Fritz wasn’t having any.
Pte. Donald Gallagher Vancouver thought it was bad enough to
be buried in debris in Ortona, but he didn’t complain until his rescuer,
Pte. Evangéliste Cote of Edmonton, stepped on his head. “That was
how I found him,” Cote related recently. “I stepped on him, and he
yelled!”
Maple Leaf
The Maple Leaf official newspaper of the Canadian Army in the
field contains both news and photographs. In the Feb. 1st issue is a
feature article about the feats of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment in the
hard fighting from Leonforte to Ortona. The article is written by Capt.
H. A. Hyman. It states at the start “The Loyal Edmonton’s have
carried out with distinction some of the stiffest tasks allotted to
Canadians fighting in the Mediterranean theatre. Lt.-Col. R. S.
Malone is editor-in-chief. Cpl. W. G. Thomas, Edmonton, who is
serving in Italy, had a story of a donkey race in the “Red Patch”
Canadian soldiers’ paper in Italy.
Runs Tailor Shop
A front-line tailoring shop is being run by Pte D. D. Collins,
Edmonton. The staff consists of 19 Italians and 9 sewing machines
are in use — between 600 and 700 soldiers is the daily average at the
mobile bathes in “Canada Town” a forward rest centre.
Heroes from Ortona
The above was a heading in an item from Douglas Amaron’s
dispatch and read as follows: “More heroes from Ortona whose only
comment when asked about their experiences was ‘Why pick
individuals. we were all in it together’”: Cpl. S. E. Bailey, Grande
Prairie, Ptes, Robert Gemmell, Calgary, Sidney Bigelow, Sundre, J.
C. Mackenzie, Wembley, F. F. Isinger, McLeod Valley, F. W. Grove,
Boyle, C. C. Coates, Waskatenau, I. J. Kroetsch, Heisler. E. I.
Springsteel, St. Paul, Norman Zetaruk, Newbrook, J. V. Anderson,
Sibbald, T. M. Stark, Fairview, R. M. McMillan, Niton, D. L. Drossis,
Calgary, Sgt. G. W. Berkan, Edmonton, Ptes. W. W. White,
Vancouver, Harry Wilson, Rolla, B.C.
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Receiving Hospital Treatment
Ptes. M16871, K. Sobkiw, A. company, of 10544100 St.,
M101922, H. Gabbey, R.R.4, Edmonton; M30904, T. J. Strauss, C.
company, of 11147 57 St., were in the Soldiers’ Wing University
hospital receiving treatment last March. Gabbey and Strauss were
released for a time, but Sobkiw’s arm will necessitate a long period
of attention.
Family Service
Three sons of Mr. and Mrs. A. R. Springsteel, St. Paul, are in
active war-service. Clair, overseas with the R.C.O.C., now in Italy;
Elwyn, with the Edmonton, overseas since 1940. and a veteran of
Sicily and Italy. Guy, with the United States Merchant Marine. A
brother-in-law is with the Canadian Provost Corps, Sgt. A. McIlvena
Six sons of Mrs. Olive M. Plant, Jarvie, are serving. Tpr. L. W.
Plant was killed in action last September. Sgt. Ronald is with the
Loyal Edmontons; Pte. A. D. is in the R.C.A.S.C., Pte. K. W., with
the Canadian Army overseas; Cpl. Oliver, stationed at Suffield, Alta;
Pte. K. E., overseas with a Canadian Infantry company.
LAC. W. G. Bailey, brother of Major E. J. Bailey, padre of our
Loyal’s, who is stationed with the R.C.A.F., in Edmonton came here
about the time his brother went to the Loyals as padre. Another
brother LAC. Albert H. is serving with the R.A.F. Major Bailey was
born in Pontypool, Monmouthshire, Wales in 1903. They are sons of
G. H. Bailey, a veteran of the South African war.
Promotions
Maj. E. L. Gibbs, whose mother resides at 10851 94 St., has been
promoted to the ranks of Lieutenant-Colonel. Lieut. John A. Dougan,
M.C., has been promoted to the rank of Captain. Lieut. James D.
Matheson, son of Mrs. Eva Matheson, 10125 125 St., has been
promoted from the rank of corporal. Captain H. P. D. Tighe, M.C.,
has been promoted to the rank of Major. Captain Seth R. Halton,
whose wife lives in Edmonton, has been promoted to that rank from
lieutenant. He is a brother of Matt Halton, war correspondent with the
Canadians in action overseas. WO2 T. A. McDonald, son of Mr. and
Mrs. W. J. McDonald. 12022 62 St. has been promoted from the rank
of sergeant.
Lt.-Col. Stillman Decorated
Lt.-Col. Stillman, E.D., original officer in command of the 1st Bn.
of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment, has been awarded the Canadian
Army Efficiency Decoration while serving in Britain.
Doings and Sayings by Loyals
The “18 set” or “walkie-talkie” is a grand little job according to
L/Cpl. Ed Clausen, Eckville, Alta. He together with Pte. Ambrose of
Lake Isle, Cpl. Jack Rudd of Stettler, and Pte. Jack Morgan of Valley
Centre talked to Major E. J. Bailey, padre, of their wonderful help in
getting out of tight places. “Back there in hill 736 we were pinned
down with no other communications and pretty well surrounded by
Jerries and machine gun nests for nearly three days,” Clausen told the
padre. “The set was working fine but the others weren’t near enough
to get us the first day. The second day I heard Sgt. Polehill’s voice.
He’s from Namao, near Edmonton. And on the third day we were
able to direct artillery fire and finish off the Jerries.”
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49th PADRE OVERSEAS

H/Major E. J. Bailey, regimental padre who succeeded Hon. A/Major J.
C. MacLellan after the Sicilian campaign up to the Ortona engagement.
Major Bailey was the sponsor of the Brief for rehabilitation of returned men,
presented to Hon. J. L. Ralston, Canadian Minister of Defence, when he
visited Italy last winter. Several references are made to him in this issue.
Snob’s Shop Busy

Attending to the “souls”, and seeing the boys are “well heeled” in a “vino”
shop in Italy were Cpl. Gordon Munroe of Barrhead, and Ptes. Peter and
Clarence Turner and Pte. Wilfred Whitford, Fort Saskatchewan. Cpl.
Munroe’s brother, Cliff, has recently joined the regiment, and another brother,
Emery, is in Italy with a tank regiment. Several other Barrhead men are with
the Loyals, Jimmy Johnman and Jack Howsan who is back in action after
being wounded.
Loyals Marry Back Home

This month saw the marriage of Lorna Louise Macdonald, daughter of
Mr. John Kenneth Macdonald, K.C., and Mrs. Macdonald, Edmonton, to
Capt. Frederick Reesor, Loyal Edmonton Regiment, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Archibald Reesor, Vegreville, in a quiet candle-lit wedding at Holy Trinity
church, Toronto. Rev. John C. Frank officiating.
At the home of the bride’s sister, Mrs. Robert Cameron, the marriage took
place recently in Edmonton when Miss Doris Evelyn Kilpatrick, youngest
daughter of Mrs. Florence E. Kilpatrick of Edmonton, became the bride of
Sgt. Elbert Dewey (Dusty) Levitt, of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment, and of,
Provost. He is the third son of Mrs. Edna M. Levitt, of Provost.
Invalided Home

Pte Ellsworth Swelin, Hughenden, was returned home and in May was
receiving treatment in the University hospital for wounds received in Sicily.
Pte. Strome was wounded in the head by a shell fragment. His address is in
Saskatchewan, but he enlisted in Edmonton. C.S.M. Green, original member
of the 1st Bn. was wounded in Sicily and spent many months in hospital. Pte.
D. Dougan, first member to be wounded was at the station to greet his
returning comrades. Lt. E. M. Mason of the 1st Bn. was making his second
trip back and left the battalion just prior to Sicily. Pte. W. L. Squires
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Peace River, who left the battalion with a wound in his left eye
from the fighting at Ortona on Christmas day and Pte. Wilfred A.
Moreau got back with the same party, also in this party was Pte.
J. Cardinal, Heinsburg, S/Sgt. C. R. Krueger, 11906 127 Ave., Pte.
J. Cyganiewich, Fahler. Many names appeared in the news items
of men returning but unfortunately the battalion in which some of
them served was not mentioned.
April 1944 —
Refused to Surrender
Dispatch by Douglas Amaron: “Lieut. J. G. Smith of the Loyal
Edmonton Regiment will be remembered as the man who refused
to be taken prisoner. Smith, whose widow lives in Vancouver, was
killed Dec. 10th when the Germans mowed down a group of
Edmonton’s going forward to accept the surrender of prisoners. It
was a Nazi trick which the Canadian divisional commander
labelled as “murder”. Details of that incident and of Smith’s death
were told by Maj. E. J. Bailey of Winnipeg Chaplain of the
Edmonton’s. They disclosed that Smith, himself being given the
choice of surrender or being killed, fought on until being fatally
wounded.”
DOWNS TWO NAZI PLANES
Flt. Lt. D. C. Laubman gained two victories on one sortie over
the invasion area Sunday, July 2nd. His victories were gained in
quick succession when his squadron on a dive-bombing sortie met
two dozen German planes. Another brother William is serving
overseas as a bomber pilot with the RAF.
SQDN. LDR. PUGH RETIRES
Retirement of Sqdn. Ldr. John Pugh, M.B.E., M.C.,
commanding officer of No. 3 Recruiting Centre, R.C.A.F., in
Edmonton was announced last June in Calgary. He went overseas
in the last war with the 19th Alberta Dragoons, and transferred to
the 49th in France. Wounded at the battle of the Somme he
returned to Canada, later returning overseas he transferred to the
Royal Flying Corps, which later became the R.A.F.
L. C. Brennen, D coy., has gone to live at the Coast, but
before leaving met W. F. Irwin, 1034 16th Ave. W. Calgary, when
he was on a trip down to our Southern Cowtown? We had better
be careful how we speak of our Alberta rival. Mr. Irwin also
served in D coy.
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HEAVY CASUALTY LISTS SHOW VALIANT PART TAKEN
BY LOYAL EDMONTON REGIMENT IN MEDITERRANEAN AREA

PTE. JACK WALLIS

PTE. CLARENCE WEIR

CPL. MERL DAVIS

Scan these pages not lightly, for the scars our brothers bear are the vivid truth of their valour and high mindedness.
January 7, 1944
Killed in Action
Brady, Gordon Mitchel, Pte., M66652,
Mrs. Lydia A. Brady (mother). Iron Springs,
Alta.
Bruinsma, Abe, Pte., M15963, Mrs. Emma
Amy Bruinsma (wife), R.R. No. 1
Cumberland, B.C.
Hawkins, Earl Thomas, A-S-Sgt.,
M31260, Mrs. Dorothy Vera Hawkins,
(mother), Calgary, Alta.
Hiles, Arthur John, Pte., M31021, George
Hiles (father), Victoria, B.C. Died of Wounds
Harris, John Beverly, L-Cpl., M17147,
Frederick John Harris (father), Ponoka, Alta.
Killed in Action
January 12, 1944
Barnett, William, Pte., M31345, Mrs.
Ethel Barnett (mother), 8 Connors Rd.,
Edmonton, Alta.
Brierley, Walter Leonard, Pte., M102186,
Mrs. Mabel Ann Brierley (mother), General
Delivery, Rocky Mountain House Alta.
Pimm, Lawrence Virgel, Pte., M56529,
Mrs. Clara Marie Pimm (wife), Provost, Alta.
Missing
Mallard, Lome Kenneth McCharles, Pte.
M52968, Arthur Mallard (father), Kinuso,
Alta.
January 18, 1944
Killed
Allarie, Leo Joseph, Pte., M57241, Arthur
Allarie (father), General Delivery Jarvie, Alta.
Brink, Arvid, L-Cpl., M16268, Gustav
Brink (father), Fairy Glen, Sask.
Johnson, Victor Gordon, Pte., M31586
Mrs. Mary B. Johnson (wife), Calgary, Alta.
Rowan, Harold, Pte., M12234, Mrs.
Charlotte Rowan (wife), Saint John, N.B.

Died of Wounds
Sonier, Lazare, L-Cpl., M15710, Luke
Sonier (father), Sheila, N.B.
January 19, 1944
Killed in Action
Bober, Walter Lawrence, Sgt., Ml637 0
John Bober (father), Derwent, Alta.
Bryans, Mathew Henry, Pte., M16651,
William Bryans (father), address unknown.
Demchuk, William Pte., M16970, Miss.
Anne Demchuk (sister), 107 07 106 St.,
Edmonton, Alta.
Lister, Robert, Cpl., M31607, Mrs. Sarah
J. H. Lister (wife), 10166 94A St., Edmonton,
Alta.
McLennan, William Maxwell, L-Cpl.,
M16759. Clayton Harvey McLennan (father),
Ryley, Alta.
Murphy, Patrick, A-L-Cpl., M16001, Mrs.
K. Conrad (sister) Pinto, Sask.
Piercy, Richard, A-Sgt., M15535, Mrs.
Jean Piercy (wife), Onslow Village, Surrey,
England.
Ruttan, Wilmot James Bennet, Pte.,
M567 64, Mrs. Henriette Sheppard, (mother).
6722 81 St., Edmonton, Alta. Died of Wounds
Denard, David Robert, Pte., M16024,
Mrs. Catherine Bagshaw (sister), Cleveland,
Ohio.
January 21, 1944
Missing
Yells, Arthur Sidney, Lieut., Mrs Gertrude
Elizabeth Yells (mother), Winnipeg Man.
Died of Wounds
Douglas, William, L.-Cpl.M12280, Mrs.
Elizabeth Douglas (mother), Scotfield, Alta.
January 25, 1944
Killed in Action
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Gilmour, Lloyd, A-L-Cpl., M16280, Mrs.
Norma Gilmour (mother), Manville, Alta.
MacDonald, Angus John, Pte., M16167
Roderick MacDonald (father), Freedom, Alta.
Novodvorski, Frank Joseph, Pte.
M104817, Mrs. Gladys Mabel Novodvorski
(mother), General Delivery, Warrensville,
Alta.
Ritchie, Jack Ford, Pte., M31114, Mrs.
Jane Ritchie (mother), Ste. 20, Derwas Court,
121 St. Edmonton, Alta.
January 25, 1944
Killed in Action
Munro, Campbell Stuart, Lieut. Donald
Campbell Munro (father), Calgary, Alta.
Purves, John, A-L-Cpl. M17199, Mrs.
Sarah Purves (mother) Clairmount, Alta.
January 27, 1944
Killed in Action
Barrett, Robert Stone, Sgt. M11390, Mrs.
Fred Johns (sister), Fifeshire, Scotland.
Northey, Arthur Eric, Pte., M65376, Mrs.
Elsie Martina Northey (wife), Forestburg,
Alta.
Sagmoen, Marvin Stanley, Pte., M31052,
Mrs. Vera M. Sagmoen (wife) 10725 125 St.
Edmonton.
January 29, 1944
Killed in Action
Kenwell, Elmer Russell, Pte. M11859,
Joseph Kenwell (father), Collingwood, Ont.
Baldry, Charles Torrvel, Pte. M31713,
Mrs. Mabel Beldry (mother), Clear Prairie,
Alta.
Lamy, Albert Joseph, Pte., M103997,
Miss Jean Lamy (sister) 8207 104 St.,
Edmonton, Alta.
February 1, 1944
Killed in Action
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Gutrath, Siegmund, Richard, Pte.,
M11706, Mrs. Vera V. Gutrath (wife), Cluny,
Alta.

I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. Rom.

8.

18.

PTE. WILLIAM JOHN EAST

Holder, Garrett, Pte., M16754, Mrs. Lillian Holder
(wife), 12009 67 St. Edmonton, Alta.
MacLean, Donald Hector, Pte., M17140, Hector
MacLean (father), 507 Alexandra Blk., Edmonton,
Alta.
Northey, Lloyd Henry, Pte., M65310, Mrs.
Charlotte Northey (mother), Bashaw, Alta.
Died of Wounds
Kjosness, Afton, Pte., M45520, Engerbert Kjosness
(father), Holden, Alta.
Killed in Action
Briault, Ernest, Pte. M31659, Mrs. Celina Briault,
(mother) Fabyan, Alta.
Channel, Leofwine Rene, A-Cpl., M11781, Arnott
Iles (foster-uncle), Calgary Alta.
Donaldson, John Wallace, A-L-Cpl., M15858,
Mrs. Lillian Donaldson (Mother London, Ont.
Glaude. Phillip, Cpl. M16694, Mrs. Sally Glaude
(mother) c-o Miss. Alberta Glaude, 9605 102A Ave.,
Edmonton, Alta.
Grice, Woodrow Wilson, A-L-Cpl., M10898, Mrs.
Lillian P. Grice, (wife), New Westminster, B.C.
Hansen, Frank William, Pte., M56852, Mrs. Lorna
Hansen, (wife), Calgary.
Leverington, Robert, Pte., M103846, Mrs. Lois A.
Leverington, (wife), 12623, 69 St. Edmonton, Alberta.
Madden, Melville Edgar, Pte., M102381 Mrs.
Norma A. Madden (mother), R.R. No. 3, Lacombe,
Alta.
Rich, George, Pte., M31460, Mrs. Pearl Rich
(mother), 9360 103A Ave., Edmonton, Alta.
Ross, James, Pte., M17080, George Ross (father),
address unknown.
Tough, Gordon, Pte., M16889, Mrs. Margaret
Tough (mother) R.R. No. 2, Tofield, Alta.
Versailles. Peter, Pte., M17181, Louis Versailles
(father) Grande Prairie, Alta.
Wallis, John, Pte., M16479, Mrs. Dorothy Wallis
(wife) Ste. 422, Alberta Blk., Edmonton, Alta.

PTE. MARTIN ULLMAN

February 3, 1944
Killed in Action
Bone, George Albert, Pte. M17237, Levi Bone
(father), High Prairie, Alta.
Chisholm, Donald Joseph, Pte, M56663 Mrs.
Michael Joyce (mother), Montreal, Que.
Harrison, William, Pte., M11032, Miss Floss
Harrison (sister), Victoria, Australia.
Schauer, Lester, Pte., M106236, Gothlieb Schauer
(father), General Delivery, Warburg, Alta.
Died of Wounds
Bradshaw, Frank Vaughen, A-Cpl., M11050, Mrs.
Nellie Bradshaw (mother), MacLeod, Alta.
Killed in Action
Aitken, James, L-Cpl., M16662, Mrs. Jean Aitken,
(mother), Rochfort Bridge, Alta.
Byers, Theodore Daniel Weldon, Pte., M65516,
Mrs. Edith J. Byers, (wife), 107 60 95 St. Edmonton,
Alta.
Golinowski, John Pete., Mrs. Frances Golinowski,
(mother, Myrnam, Alta.
Knechtel, Edward Lee, Pte., M106599, Mrs.
Maude Knechtel, (mother), General Delivery, Stettler,
Alta.
MacNeill, Ronald, Pte., M31387, Mrs. Margaret
McNeill, (mother), Wembley, Alta.
February 5, 1944
Killed in Action
Bjerke, Henry, Pte. M33969, Mrs. Olivia Bjerke,
(mother) Wadena, Sask.
Harris, Edward Anthony, A-L-Cpl. M15715, Mrs.
Mary Ann Harris (wife) Hanna, Alta.
O’Neill, George Edward, Cpl., M31711, Mrs.
Marie L. O’Neill, (wife), 8314 110 Ave., Edmonton,
Alta.
Patrick, Robert Stewart, Pte., M11529, Alexander
Forsyth Patrick, (father), Drumheller, Alta.
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CPL. ALEX WYLIE

Rahko, Walter, Pte. M100312, Mrs. Hilda Rahko,
(mother), General Delivery Rocky Mountain House,
Alta.
Yellowfly, Gordon, Pte., M102005, Mrs. Ida
Yellowfly, (wife), Cluny, Alta.
Allen, Edmond Bernard, Lieut., Mrs. Mae
LaFleche (sister) 8309 105 St., Edmonton, Alta.
Able, Leon Frederick, Pte., M37401, Mrs. Eileen
M, Able (wife), Styal, Alta.
Bennett, Russell Ara, Pte., M16977, Pte. Ruth Effie
Bennett, W13495, (sister), Calgary, Alta.
Chambers, Howard Otis, Pte., M56350, Mrs.
Lilybelle Chambers, (mother), Dixonville, Alta.
East, William John, Pte., M16699, Mrs. Mabel R.
Walker (sister), Beadle, Sask.
Geremy, William, A-L-Cpl., M16580, Stephen
Geremy, (father), Busby, Alta.
Haines, Thomas Henry, Pte., M17121, Thomas
Henry Haines, (father), Mayerthorpe, Alta.
Jinks, Leslie, Pte., M30878, W. H. Jinks (father),
11828 54 St. Edmonton, Alta.
Kerfoot, William Duncan, Pte. M11585 Mrs.
Shirley P. Kerfoot, (wife), Meanook Alta.
McAra, Lester Clyde, Cpl. M6717 3, Mrs. Flora
McAra (mother), 11643 84 St., Edmonton, Alta.
McFadden, Lloyd Charles, Pte. M35859 Delbert
McFadden (father), Manville, Alta.
McPherson, Dugald Mathieson, Pte., M56985,
Mrs. Florence Violet McPherson (wife), 10262 109 St.
Edmonton, Alta.
Mearon, Fred, Pte., M7 307, Joe Mearon (father).
High Prairie, Alta.
Mearon, Sydney, Pte., M65661, Joseph Mearon
(father) Prairie Echo, Alta.
Morris, Thomas, Pte. M16344, Lawrence Morris
(father), Charlottetown, P.E.I.
Paquette, Lawrence Roy, A-C.S.M. M16192, Mrs.
B. Eyeford (mother), Athabaska, Alta.
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Ullman, Martin Frank, Pte. M164 30, Mrs. Annie
Ullman (mother), 9332 104 Ave., Edmonton, Alta.
Wells, Clarence Ernest, Pte., Ml06707 Mrs.
Florence Mulligan, (sister), R.R. No. 4, Edmonton,
Alta.

SGT. GORDON WARRING
Missing
Basarab, Alexander, Pte. M17241, Theodore Basarab
(father), High Prairie Alta.
MacLeod, John Harper, Pte. M101975 Alex MacLeod
(father), 1045 19 Ave., S. E. Calgary, Alta.
Tanghe, Julius, Pte, M101948, Mrs. Louise Curtis
(mother), Kinuso, Alta.
February 8, 1944
Killed in Action
Tithecott, Frederick John, Pte., M106583, Mrs. Fanny
Tithecott (mother), Carstairs, Alta.
Theberge, Leon, Pte., M106717, Mrs. Maryette Theberge
(wife), Morinville, Alta.
February 10, 1944
Missing
Hill, Frederick William, L-Cpl., M312- 48, Mrs. Mabel
Hill (mother), Nacmine, Ata.

THE FOURTY NINER
Whitford, Russell- Pte. M56354, Cleophus Witford
(father), Canyon Creek, Alta.
Died of Wounds
Jankulak, Morris Joseph, Pte, M103555, Mrs.
Anne Jakulak, (mother), Coleman, Alta.

L-CPL. JOHN HARRIS

Warring, Gordon, A-Sg-t., M16687, Mrs. Mary L.
Warring (mother), 11527 86 St., Edmonton, Alta.

PTE. ROBERT LEVERINGTON

February 11, 1944
Wilson, Kenneth William, Pte., M124- 51, Mrs. Norah
Maria Wilson (wife), Dawson Creek, B.C.
Ireland, Frank Lawrence, Pte., M17239 Patrick Ireland
(father), High Prairie, Alta.
February 15, 1944
Died of Wounds
Pybus, Gordon Henry, Lieut. Mrs. Grace Elizabeth Pybus
(mother), Carstairs, Alta.
Killed in Action
McLeod, John Harper, Pte. M101975, Alex MacLeod
(father), Calgary, Alta.
Yorke, George Ernest, Pte., M106566, Mrs. Lillian
Morrison (stepmother), Rockyford, Alta.
Died of Wounds
Helsby, Herbert James, Pte., M35295, Mrs. Edith Helsby
(mother), Hemaruka, Alta.
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McDonald, Donald Roderick, Pte. M103894, Mrs. Alma
McDonald (mother) Wembley, Alta.
McLelland, Archibald, Pte., M15823, John Angus
McLellan (father), Mile 32. Robb, Alta.
Marquardt, Arnold, Pte., M103919, Mrs. Justine
Marquardt (mother), 12 501 87 St. Edmonton, Alta.
February 17, 1944
Died of Wounds
Greig. Richard, Pte., M15565, Mrs. Alexander A. Mclaren
(mother), Dinant, Alta.
Henry, James, Pte. M104134, Mrs. Laura Marie Henry
(wife), General Delivery, Fawcett, Alta.
February 19, 1944
Killed in Action
Brotherton, William Elmer, A-S-Sgt., M11122, George C.
Brotherton (father), Medicine Hat, Alta.

PTE. RICHARD B. HATT

Sons of Mrs. Pear Rich all Casualties

SGT. C. A. CAMPION, M.M.
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A/CSM WALTER L. BOBER, D.C.M.

Died
Goodfellow, Robert Wilfred Ross, Pte. M38468, Mrs.
Christine Goodfellow (mother), Drumheller, Alta.
February 24, 1944
Killed in Action
Gordon, Michael Gregory, Pte., M105811, Mrs. Annie A.
Gordon (wife), Castor, Alta.
Missing
Probizanki, Maurice, Pte., M3157 3, Mrs. Theodosa
Probizanki (mother), Stuartburn, Man.
Previously reported Missing now Reported Safe
Devore, Elmer, Pte, M56202, Mrs. May Devore (mother),
10915 75 Ave., Edmonton, Alta.

SGT. E. T. HAUPTMAN
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PTE. T. W. TED BYERS

March 14, 1944
Killed in Action
Crombie, Robert John, Cpl. M131069, Arthur Samuel
Crombie (father), Harmattan, Alta.
Dietrich, Everett Albert, Pte., M107363, Albert Henry
Dietrich (father), General Delivery, Bluffton, Alta.
Hatt, Richard Boyce, Pte., M105547, Mrs. Lydia Hatt,
wife), Vancouver.
Landon, Gordon Malvin, Pte., M105874, Mrs. Margaret B.
Landon (wife), Box 707, Drumheller, Alta.
Died of Wounds
Weisgerber, Phillip Anton, Cpl., M16591, Phillip
Weisgerber (father), Barrhead, Alberta.
Died
Harrison, William, Pte., M106630, Mrs. Edith Harrison
(mother), Coleman, Alta.

LIEUT. ALLEN
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LLOYD C. MCFADDEN
Missing
Diebold, Mack Henry, Pte., M31075, Mrs. Mary Diebold
(wife), 10809 100 Ave, Edmonton, Alta.
Spencer, Gerald Leslie, Lloyd, Pte., M107300, Mrs. Ella
Spencer (mother), General Delivery, Wetaskiwin, Alta.
March 17, 1944
Killed in Action
Dolan, George Sterling, Pte. M106156, William Dolan
(father), Browning, Sask.
Stevens, Amos Richard, Pte., M31643, Mrs. Dorothy
Violet Stevens (wife), Blue Ridge, Alta.
Missing
Bunnage, Alvin Maxmillian, Sgt., M31152, Mrs. Fay
Bunnage (wife), Cardston Alta.

CPL. LESTER McARA
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We follow where many have trodden on the path to better and worthier living.

SGT. ALEX M. DODDS

Cobbs, Emmitt Carlily, Pte. Ml07255, Solomon
Cobbs (father) Drumheller, Alta.
Missing, now not Missing
Brown, John Henry, Pte., M12231, Mrs, Margaret
Brown (mother), Calgary, Alta.
March 21, 1944
Killed in Action
Harris, Arnold Leslie, Cpl., M15732, Mrs. Elsie
June Harris (wife), New Westminster, B.C.
March 24, 1944
Died
Rice. Victor Newton, L-Cpl., M508148 Mrs.
Florence Pearson Rice (mother), Rumsey, Alta.

PTE. LESLIE JINKS

CPL. NEWTON HANLAN

March 31, 1944
Killed in Action
Hayes, John, Pte., M31788, Mrs. Helen Hayes
(mother) 11818 87 St. Edmonton Alta.
Died of Wounds
Godin, George Oliver, Sgt. M17307, Mrs. Ann
Godin (wife), 10350 104 St., Edmonton, Alta.
Hanlan, Newton William, A-Cpl., M30831, Mrs.
Margaret Hanlan (wife), 9442 100A Ave., Edmonton,
Alta.
April 4, 1944
Died of Wounds
Moore, Ralph Percival, Pte., M12564, Mrs.
Gudfinna Thordis Moore (wife), 10631 128 St.
Edmonton, Alta.

PTE. DONALD MACLEAN
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PTE. LEON THEBERGE

April 11, 1944
Killed in Action
Taralson, Halvor, Pte., M105953. Halvor Taralson
(father), Franchere, Alta.
Died
Fisher, Ralph William, Sgt., M10760, Mrs. Phyllis
K. Fisher (wife), Haney, B.C.
April 14, 1944
Missing
Kostelec, Joseph, Lieut., Mrs. Phyllis Verdine
Kostelec (wife), Calgary, Alta.
Byers, Carl Alexander, A-Sgt., M101984, Mrs.
Christina Byers (mother), Calgary, Alta.

PTE. G. GENEREUX

Jul 1944 No. 39

THE FOURTY NINER

My wounds were earned in thy service, see thou my sacrifice is not as naught.

PTE. A. R. STEVENS

April 24, 1944
Died of Wounds
Nelson, Holger Sigfried, Pte., M104069, Roland
Nelson (brother) Hughenden Alta.
April 28, 1944
Killed in Action
Chipchase, Ernest, A-Sgt., M35847, Mrs. Ellen
Chipchase (mother), Ardrossan, Alta.
May 12, 1944
Killed in Action
Uselman, Leo Peter, Pte M60770, Mrs. Elizabeth
Uselman (mother), Vancouver, B.C.
Reported Missing Now Died While Prisoner of War

L-CPL. A. W. HANSEN

CPL. GEORGE O’NEIL

Tanghe, Julius, Pte., M101948, Louise Curtis
(mother), Kinuso, Alta.
May 16, 1944
Killed in Action
Eliason, Walter John, Pte., M107353, Mrs. Martha
H. Eliason (mother), Cherhill, Alta.
May 19, 1944
Missing
Branton, Kenneth, Pte. M106211, Mrs. Ethel
Branton (mother), General Delivery, Sunnybrook, Alta.
Rooke, Gerald Arlo, Pte., M104930, Mrs. Jean M.
Rooke (wife), General Delivery. Athabasca, Alta.

PTE. RALPH P. MOORE
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PTE. DUGALD McPHERSON

May 26, 1944
Missing Now Prisoner
Bietz, Frederick, Pte., M102901, David Bietz
(father), Lousana, Alta.
Died
Billman, Harold Jacobi, Pte., M37257, Mrs. Sarah
Ann Billman (wife), Calgary Alta.
Pfaff, Edward, Pte., M608451, Mrs. Evelyn M.
Pfaff (wife) 9732 66 Ave., Edmonton, Alta.
May 30, 1944
Killed in Action
Cameron, Neil Andrew, Pte., M106715 Mrs.
Florence M. Cameron (mother), Rocky Rapids, Alta.

PTE. WILMOT J. B. RUTTAN
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See, Thou, that the world is made worthy our great sacrifice.

PTE. EDWARD R. BAXTER

CPL. W. MORUSYK

Missing Now Prisoner

SGT. ROBERT LISTER

Son of Major Ronnie Arthurs, M.C. Pays
Supreme Sacrifice in Italy

McEachern, Howard, Pte., M15847, Neil McEachern
(father), Fort Saskatchewan, Alta.
Topolniski, Alex, Pte., M16398, Metro Topolniski (father),
Beauvallon, Alta.
June 9, 1944

Lt. Ronald L. Arthurs enlisted as a private on
the first day of the war, with the Edmonton
Regiment, and accompanied the unit to England
in Dec. 1939. He remained in England for two
years, receiving steady promotion, until his return
to Canada for his commission for which he took
his training at Gordon Head.

Missing, Now Prisoner
Starling, Cave Johnson, Capt., Mrs. Frances Sterling (wife),
Abbey, Sask.
June 16, 1944
Leek, Ralph Alexander, Pte. M16 791, Mrs. Sadie Ambrose
(sister), 12209 1 10 Ave., Edmonton, Alta.
June 22, 1944

Young Ronald attended our 1943 annual dinner
with his father, Maj. R. C. Arthurs, M.C. and met
many old Forty-Niners who saw in him a worthy
son of a worthy sire. The keen sympathy of our
association members is extended to those whose
proud name he bore.

Killed in Action
Carrie, Robert, Pte. M12302, Mrs. Alice Smith (mother),
Calgary, Alta.
Kasik, Jack, Pte. M107115, Miss Mary Kasik (sister),
Plumas, Men.
June 28, 1944
Died of Wounds
Whitaker, James Alexander, Pte., M31- 629, Andrew J.
Whitaker (father), Kennydale, Washington.

LT. RONALD L. ARTHURS

DEVANEY’S SON MISSING
Member of the Canadian bomber group’s Bluenose squadron,
stationed in Britain, P.O. Edward Devaney, 19, is missing in action
overseas, according to word received by his mother, Mrs. C. N. Devaney,
9519 110A Ave. P.O. Devaney, son of the late Charley Devaney, D coy.
has two brothers in the services. Capt. C. Devaney, with an artillery unit
overseas, and Petty Officer T. Devaney in the navy.
REID’S SON MISSING
Last May it was reported that Norman L. Reid, 21, son of Mr. and
Mrs. H. Reid, 11239 101 St., was missing in action on a bombing raid.
He had been flying in the “Wimpies” on a swing shift with American

Fortresses last February, bombing Italian and other occupied country
targets. In March young Reid was forced to parachute and an Italian
farmer not liking his looks wouldn’t assist him. He tracked across some
fields and found another of the crew receiving attention from some
American nurses. Reid Sr. served in C coy in the last war.
REPORTED MISSING
W.O. James Horton, R.C.A.F., was reported missing on the West
Coast last January. He is a brother of Lt. E. J. Horton, who served with
the 1st Battalion, and was News Correspondent to the Forty-Niner while
they were in Britain.

Page 40 of 50

Jul 1944 No. 39

THE FOURTY NINER

In ever living memory of the officers, non-commissioned officers and men of
the 49th Battalion (Edmonton Regiment) who were killed in action, or died of
wounds received in Belgium and France during 1914 to 1918, and to those who
have since passed on mainly due to the ravages of war service; also to our “sons”
who have passed on in this later renewal of our Battle.

Funeral services for the late John Fleet of 11570 94 St., who
passed away June 15 were held on June 17th at 3.30 at Foster &
McGarvey chapel. Rev. J. A. Perrie officiated, and interment took
place in Beechmount cemetery. Born in Churtsey, Quebec., he
came to Edmonton 39 years ago. He was 72 years old. Enlisting
in the 66th shortly after the outbreak of war, he later served with
the 49th. Surviving are two sisters and one brother, and a niece,
Mrs. James Bill of Edmonton. Our wreath was provided in
sympathy.

“These men were victorious in death”.

DIED OF WOUNDS

CHARLES HENRY SYMONS

Hately, Thomas William, Tpr., M17411, Canadian Armoured
Corps, and of the 1st Bn. Loyal Edmonton Regt., Mrs. Nellie
Hately (mother), R.R.2 Ardrossan, Alta. His father Sam served in
A coy. of the 49th and one brother Sam is serving with the 1st Bn.
Loyals. The youngest is serving in the Air Force and intends to be
an Air Gunner.

Funeral services for Charles Henry Symons of 11912 105 St.,
who passed away on February 19, 1944, at the age of 46 years
were held from Foster and McGarvey’s funeral chapel on Feb.
22nd, at 2 o’clock. The Rev. W. Buxton officiated, and interment
was made in the Soldiers’ plot in the Edmonton cemetery. Pall
bearers were, H. M. Bergmann, J. J. Blewett, Fred Richards, Bob
Law, Cap. Roberts, and N. Arnold. He leaves to mourn his loss
his loving wife, three daughters and six sons. Symons served with
49th Bn.
ALEXANDER W. KINNEAR
Funeral services for the late Alexander W. Kinnear, of 11904
95 St. who passed away on Sunday, Feb. 27th, were held on
Tuesday afternoon at 2 o’clock from Andrews-McLaughlin
funeral chapel. Rev. W. T. Young officiated, and interment took
place in the Soldiers’ Plot at the Edmonton cemetery. Mr. Kinnear
went overseas with the 138 Bn. and was transferred to the 49th in
France. Mr. Kinnear is survived by his wife, two brothers and one
sister.
MURDO MacLEOD PASSES AT COAST
Murdo MacLeod died in July at Vancouver. He enlisted with
the 194 and later transferred to the 49 in France. He was caretaker
at the courthouse before leaving for the coast to make his home in
Vancouver. Besides his wife, he is survived by a son, Murdo, with
the R.C.A.F. in India; and two daughters Mrs. R. S. McCreath,
Vancouver, and Catherine with the R.C.A.F. (WD) Brandon.
JAMES STEVENSON REID

KILLED BY TRAIN
Pat Cunningham, M.M., No. 812035, was fatally injured by a
train at Faust, Alta, Saturday, June 24th, 1944, when walking
along with Alberta Cunningham who was injured. Pat was 60
years. He served with the scouts and was a very good man in that
efficient section.
ALFRED ANSELL, D. COY. PASSES
Mrs. Ansell wrote the Legion, Edmonton, who notified Earle
Hay of the passing of her husband Alfred Ansell, of D coy. on
June 7th at the Shaughnessy Hospital in Vancouver. He was
buried in the Soldier’s plot. Ansell was on a visit to Edmonton
two years ago when his wife says they renewed acquaintance with
their many friends. Alf. was a member of the Legion and the
Corps associations.
ARTHUR BOWLING
Arthur Bowling, veteran of the 49th Bn. passed away of a heart
attack in a London, Ont. hospital Sunday, March 5. Mr. Bowling
who was 71 came to Canada more than 50 years ago from his
native Yorkshire. He was one of the family of Bowling’s who were
prominent soldiers in the 49th. Surviving are Mrs. Bowling, four
sons and three daughters.

Through a communication to the Legion and referred to
Neville H. Jones we heard of the death at Prince Rupert in May of
this year of No. 432318, Pte. James Stevenson Reid. He enlisted
January 5th, 1915.
CHARLES E. LAWRENCE
The funeral service for Mr. Charles E. Lawrence who passed
away April 28, was held on Monday afternoon May 1st. Rev.
Matthews officiated, and interment took place in the soldiers’ plot
in the Edmonton cemetery. The pallbearers were from the
Canadian Legion and the 49th Association. He leaves to mourn
his loss five daughters and one son. Charley served in C coy. The
association wreath was placed on the grave.
JOHN FLEET
CANON SCOTT, PADRE
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Montreal paid its final tribute Saturday, January 24th to Archdeacon
Frederick George Scott, idol of the men of the Canadian Corps during
and since the First Great War, who died in Quebec Wednesday, Jan. 19th.
Quebec, and visitors from many parts of the Dominion, paid tribute
on Friday in impressive services from St. Matthews Anglican church,
where he had s awed for 37 years before his retirement in 1933.
Saturday’s service was held in Christ church cathedral, with burial in
the family plot in Mount Royal cemetery. It was the Church of England
service, with the inclusion of the poem “Requiescat” written by Cannon
Scott in a field near Ypres in 1915, and at the request of many veterans,
the poem “Knighthood”, which he wrote in France in 1911.
His deeds of valour had earned him the D.S.O. and other high
decorations.
MRS. KEITHA EDEN OCKENDEN
Funeral services for the late Mrs. Keitha Eden Ockenden. beloved
wife of Edward Ockenden of 9834 91 Ave., who passed away in the city
at the age of 49 years were held Weds. March 22nd at 2.30 p.m. at
Hainstock’s funeral home. Rev W. M. Nainby officiated and interment
took place in the Mount Pleasant cemetery. Besides her husband she is
survived by her mother, two brothers and one sister.
MRS. SARAH HOBBINS
Funeral services for the late Mrs. Sarah Hobbins 10158 115 St.,
widow of the late Col. A. K. Hobbins, D.S.O., J.P. who passed away on
Weds. March 8th were held on Sunday afternoon March 11 at 4.30
o’clock from Christ Church. Rev. E. S. Ottley officiated and interment
took place in the Edmonton cemetery. She is survived by three sons and
four daughters.
MRS. ALEC HAY
Mrs. Hay, wife of Sgt. Alec Hay of D coy, passed away in Calgary
on the 9th February. Alec tells us the 20th of February would have been
the 25th anniversary of their wedding. We all extend our deep sympathy
to Alex in his sad loss.
HORNER’S SON PASSES
Allan Horner, son of J. H. Horner of D coy., passed away at his home
Dec. 13th, 1943. Funeral took place Dec. 17th from Knox United church.
Rev. E. G. Turnbull officiated, and interment took place in the Mount
Pleasant Cemetery. He is survived by his loving wife Ellen, his parents,
and an infant son born on Dec. 3rd. Mrs. Horner was still in hospital at
the time of her husband’s death.
MRS. NETTIE GIBSON LAW
Funeral service for Mrs. Nettie Gibson Law, beloved wife of Robert
Law, of 8822 99 St. who passed away at her home on Feb. 15, 1944 were
held on Friday, Feb 18, at Hainstock’s funeral chapel. Rev. W. T. Young
officiated. Interment took place in the Edmonton cemetery. Besides her
husband, she is survived by a son, daughter, three sisters and one brother.
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COL: JEFFERSON PROMOTED TO BRIGADIER
MAJ. DAY PROMOTED TO O. C. 1st BN.
Among the command shifts announced by Defence Minister Ralston
last Jan. was that of Lt./Col. James Curry Jefferson, 38, who was
appointed to the acting rank of brigadier and to assume command of an
infantry brigade.
Word was received last February of the promotion of Major E. W.
Day to the command of the Battalion succeeding Brigadier J. C.
Jefferson. We have not received any word from the battalion as to this
promotion. Our knowledge was gained from local news items.
Congratulations on the appointment of Brig. Jefferson and on the
achievements of the battalion were sent to Brig. Jefferson from the
Major’s office and also from the Canadian Legion at Edmonton. The wire
from the city read: “Sincere congratulations on your promotion.
Edmonton is proud of the achievements of the Loyal Edmonton
Regiment.” That from the Legion: “Congratulations to you on your welldeserved promotion. We of the Legion are going to make certain that you
and all those serving overseas get a break when you come back. The work
of Mrs. Jefferson among the returned men has been beyond praise. We
hope that this time next year you and all the rest of the boys will be home
again.”

In the above, Brigadier J. C. Jefferson, D.S.O. and Bar is shown with
his successor E. W. (Ted) Day. as C.O. of Loyal Edmonton Regiment in
Italy.

THE ADVERTISERS MAKE OUR MAGAZINE A POSSIBILITY. THEY DESERVE OUR BEST SUPPORT.
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NOLAN MADE BRIGADIER
Defence headquarters last February announced the promotion of
Col. H. G. Nolan, Calgary, to rank of Brigadier and his appointment
to the post of judge advocate general. Brigadier Nolan was studying
at Oxford University was a Rhodes Scholar when the first Great War
broke out. He enlisted in the Inns of Court officers’ training crops in
London in 1915 and in 1916 was transferred from the British army to
the 49th Battalion. He was serving as Adjutant for some time and was
promoted captain and awarded the Military Cross in 1918. After
completing his studies at Oxford, he was called to the English Bar in
1922.
CELEBRATE WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
Mr. and Mrs. P. Ragan, 9755 86 Ave, celebrated their 25th
wedding anniversary last March. Mr. and Mrs. Ragan were married
at Uttoxeter, Staffs, England, when Paul was serving with the 49th
Bn. in the First Great War. They have three children. C.S.M. Harry
Ragan, now with the 1st Bn. Loyal Edmonton Regt, in Italy, and
Stanley and Paula at home. More than 150 friends called at the home
to congratulate them. The couple received many gifts of flowers and
silver.
GLOBE TROTTER
A. B. Douglas Robb, R.C.N.V.R. had many an interesting story
to relate to his parents and friends when on leave last April after trips
which had taken him around a goodly portion of the Globe. He liked
Australia and the friendly people there and touched at several ports
in that sister Dominion. Incidentally, on this trip home he managed
to meet his cousin, who is an officer in the R.A.F. and did training,
etc. in Alberta, after missing contact when on other leaves.
SONS OF LATE FORTY-NINERS’ MENTIONED
Mentioned in a news item last January as having pasted a target
in Southern Germany was bombadier FO. Gordon, who is the son of
Capt. David McCullough, killed overseas at Amiens on August 1918
with the 49th, trained at the manning depot in Edmonton and attended
I.T.S. here, and still considers himself much of an Edmontonian. He
takes a special delight in seeing his bombs burst in the heart of a
German target.
Petty Officer W. D. (Danny MacLeod enlisted in the Canadian Navy
in August 1942 and last shipped out from an Eastern Canadian port.
He is the son of Dan MacLeod of B coy, 49th and was prominent in
hockey circles before the war.
DUES PAYABLE
The annual dues for members in the association are 50
cents. This entitles a member to the semi-annual issues of the
magazine, postpaid. Dues can be forwarded to the
Corresponding Secy., 11908 92 St., or to Neville H. Jones
11252 125 St., or delivered to Earle Hay, Post Office Building,
Edmonton. Life Membership is $15.00. All the work of our
association is carried on solely from the subscriptions of the
members.
As helpful as the dews of the morning, are the dues for
membership in our association. Have you paid yours lately?
No! Then do so right now and you will not let the opportunity
slip by.
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Harry Magee, C coy, is still busy at his war work in
Vancouver. Harry wishes all his friends the very best of
everything and hopes to meet up with any of them when they visit
the Coast. His address is, 7548-Selkirk St. Vancouver, B.C.
Lt-Col. A. H. Elliott, E.D., Major M. F. H. Browse, M.M.,
Capt. R. V. Patterson, M.M. have returned to Civilian life after
several years in the army. They have been retired under new
orders issued for the release of all who are needed in civilian
occupations.

on he was in Italy, and returned to Canada to instruct fellow
Canadians.
Mentioned in a news item for good work on the H.M.C.S.
Giffard, in steaming to the rescue of the survivors of the
Valleyfield when she was sunk in the North Atlantic, was Chief
ERA. William Bond, brother-in-law of “Bert” Russell D coy.
WALTER HUNTER RETURNS TO CIVVIES

Ed. J. Becker, High Prairie, Alta, wishes to be remembered to
Earle Hay and any of the other cronies of his who are still kicking
around. He sends his best wishes to those responsible for the
magazine.

Capt. Walter Hunter, M.M., returned to the city early in May
and soon after return gave a talk to the Canadian Corps on the
Canadians training overseas. He returned to his old job in the
Civic Blk. after more than four years active service.

Glad Harrington, 100543, of the 66th keeps in touch with his
old friends through the medium of the Forty-Niner. He sends his
regards to Palmer, Mcgillivray, Ronnie Fildes and all others,
many young punks out there don’t know there is a war on, He
says, but are busy hunting for foxes in1/2stead of Fritzies, and
making a little goldmine of it.

In a picture of a group of University students who graduated
as pilots from No. 19 S.F.T.S., Vulcan, last May, appeared the
photo of James David Balfour son of Major Balfour - who served
in the 49th and was taken prisoner at Regina Trench, 1916.

Tommy Higgleton, of Calgary, wrote in sending dues for
Dave “Rusty” Anderson, No. 447005, D coy. who now lives at 21
Strathcona Blk. Calgary. In a P.S. to his letter Tommy says,
“Quite a lot of the old boys around just waiting to be asked for
lues to get the Forty-Niner. Well, Tommy you can be a committee
of one and gather them in.
Theodore John Strauss, M30904 enlisted in the Edmonton
Fusiliers August 17 1940. Joined the 1st Bn. Loyal Edmonton
Regt. October 8th, 1942 and served in 15 platoon, C coy. He was
wounded in the right thigh in Sicily, August 5th. Discharged Feb.
19th, 1944 after 3 1/2| years service. He is a farmer. Residence,
11147 51 St. Wife and three children. In his remarks he says “I
say good old 49th. We will see it through.”

NEW YEAR INVESTITURE
Amongst those who received their decorations at the hands of
Lt.-Gov. Bowen at the Legislative Buildings last Jan. 1 was Lt.Col. Walter Hale, M.C., E.D., who received the Canadian army’s
Efficiency Decoration.
WO2. JACKSON DECORATED
WO2. Daniel Jackson was awarded the M.B.E., in last New
Year awards. He was formerly a member of the Winnipeg Little
Black Devils. He went overseas with the 1st Bn. Loyal Edmonton
Regiment and is now serving on Headquarters Canadian Army
overseas. He has three sons serving in the present war.

Karl Sobkiw, M16871, enlisted in the 1st Bn. Loyal
Edmonton Regt. Sept. 13th 1939, and posted to 10 platoon, A coy.
He was wounded in the right elbow in Sicily, and was still
receiving treatment in May and was likely to be so for some time.
Married and has one boy. Residence 10544 100 St. Sobkiw is
making a good fight of it.
Boy Mayes sent along dues from Bryant and an addition to
cigarette fund. He says there isn’t much in the way of news. He is
now in the Navy Cadets and has a great time getting the lingo. His
family are getting married and making him feel old. Thanks
Bryant for the nice contribution.
Thomas P. H. Darlington, “Percy”, Original, No. M16488,
enlisted in the 19th Alberta Dragoons, June 29th, 1924, A coy., 8
platoon. He joined the 1st Bn. L.E.R. Nov. 23rd, 1939. His service
has been continuous since 1924. Civil occupation Telegraph
clerk, Married and has two daughters, Betty Anne and Maureen
May. Lieut Darlington was holding the fort at Calgary when this
questionnaire was filled in but has since gone overseas and was
present at the meeting at Snyder’s place, (see item elsewhere). In
his previous service overseas with the 1st Division he was in
France for a brief stay in 1940 before the fall of that country. Later
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BOB WHYTE’S SON OVESEAS
Early in May word was received by his parents that Spr. Albert R.
Whyte, 19, had arrived overseas We all wish this fine lad the best of
good luck, and feel sure he will make a good soldier having a worthy
example in his Dad. Who all knew as one of C Coy’s. great soldiers.
RETURNS TO CANADA
Sapper Gordon Dennis Peterson, 18, son of City Detective James
E. Peterson and Mrs. Peterson, 11524 94 St., is back in Canada after
serving overseas for two years. He first tried to enlist when only 15
years old and left school the last time in Feb. 1942, to join the Calgary
Highlanders. His 24-year-old brother James Richard claimed him into
the R.C.E., when he arrived overseas. Another brother, Donald
Edward, 21, was home on embarkation leave when Jimmy arrived
back in time to spend his 18th birthday here. James Sr. was a
prominent member of D coy, 49th.
STRUCK BY AUTO
Ernest Currey, 11710 86 St., suffered a fracture of the right wrist,
of the left leg below the knee, and a severe bump on the back of the
head early Friday, June 16 when struck by an automobile. The
accident occurred at 100 St., and Jasper Ave. Ernest was taken to the
Royal Alexander hospital where at this time of writing he was making
satisfactory progress.
SEVERELY WOUNDED
Plowman, Herbert Granville, Pte., M7652, P. T. Plowman
(father), 11919 97 St. Young Herbert is a nephew of the late “Bill”
Plowman who served with C coy. in the last war. His father also
served overseas.
HOBBIN’S PROMOTED
Bert Hobbins, son of the late Col. A. K. Hobbins D.S.O. was
promoted Wing Commander, effective January 10th, 1944.
MEN IN HOSPITAL VISITED
The sick committee under the chairmanship of Chas. Wampler
paid visits to the Soldiers’ Wing, University Hospital during the year.
The following were inmates at one time or another: Chas. Symons
(deceased), Capt. Geo. Hunt, R. M. Brebner, Capt. Alex. Rankin, H.
McConnell, A. W. Clapham, J. McKenzie, J. D. Smith, Chas.
Yeomans, G. Morris.
SERVING IN WOMENS’ DIVISIONS
LAW. Aldie Dean, R.C.A.F., was home on leave in July visiting
her parents Mr. and Mrs. R. Dean, 11014 82 St. Edmonton. Aldie is
the daughter of Robert Dean, who served in A coy., and is stationed
at Patricia Bay. Along with six other members of the C.W.A.C., Betty
Pinnell, daughter of Fred Pinnell and Mrs. Pinnell, 10845 86 Ave.,
left for Kitchener, Ont., in July to take training at No. 3 Basic Centre.
Fred is vice-pres. of our association.
CONDUCT RECRUITING DRIVE
Lt. Kathleen Weaver was in Edmonton Friday, June 2nd for the
conducting of a recruiting drive. Until recently at the Basic Training
Centre at Vermilion Lt. Weaver was then at Currie Barracks. Calgary,
awaiting posting.
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We have had a card from Mrs. Featherstone, Newcastle-uponTyne, and she writes as Arthur is very busy with Home Guard duties
when off work. They had a visit from Mrs. Featherstone’s Nephew.
He is Lt. W. E. D. Atkinson and was in command of a motor launch.
His father lived in Edmonton but now goes under his movie actor’s
name of (Paul Cavanaugh). They send greetings to all friends here.
Dave Irons, Transport sergeant of Calgary paid a visit to the fire
hall when up in Edmonton on holidays last May 8th He was looking
quite fit despite the years that have rolled along since the old days.
Dave wishes all his friends the best of luck and was sorry he didn’t
have time to look them all up when here. His old friends Alex Hay,
Jack Mitchell, Lumsden, Higgleton and other Calgaryites are
weathering not too badly. Dave had a nephew, wounded in Italy
serving with the 1st Bn. Loyal Edmonton Regiment, named John
Clark, whose father farms N. W. of Edmonton.
Albert John Hidson, “Major”, M16137, enlisted in the 49th
Edmonton Regiment, September 24th, 1939. Served with No. 2
L.A.A. Headquarters coy. Suffered from Gastic Ulcer during his
service. Discharged, Feb. 24th, 1944 after 4 years and 5 months
service. He was unemployed at the time he sent in this information.
Home address, 9205 112 Ave., Edmonton.
Jack Horner, not the one who sits in the corner, was knocked
down by a hit-and-run motorist last January. He was taken to the
University hospital and kept under observation for a few days.
Clifford Disturnal D coy. gave strong moral support to Mr. F.
Turnbull of St. Albert, when he caught an 18| pound northern pike at
Seba Beach last May. We supposed Cliff would most likely give
practical help in the disposing of the fish.

MENTIONED IN CP NEWS
London, March 23. — CP — Two Canadians destroyed a Nazi
bomber near Oriel, France, today, as a Canadian fighter wing escorted
United States medium members across the channel. A Junkers-88
was flying near the formation of American bombers near the ground
when FO D. C. Laubman of Edmonton dived from 14,000 feet,
followed by Flt.-Lt. W. B. Needham of Wynward, Sask. Both poured
cannon and machine gun fire into the enemy aircraft which dived in
flames and crashed in a field.
FO. Laubman, 22, is the son of R.S.M. C. A. Laubman, 2nd (R)
Battalion, The Loyal Edmonton Regiment and Mrs. Laubman, 9801
93A Ave., and went overseas in July last year. He has one brother,
Sgt. D. W. Laubman, a pilot at No. 2 A.O.S. in Edmonton. His father
fought in France in the First Great War with the 49th Battalion, C.E.F.
REPORTED WOUNDED NOW PRISONER
McCormack, Arthur Edward, Pte., M16367, son of A. E.
McCormack, D coy., 49th, of 10143 80 St. was reported wounded in
an early casualty list, but in one issued in May he was reported a
prisoner.
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JACK HARRISON PAYS FLYING VISIT TO CITY
Jack Harrison, erstwhile member of the first, First Aid section
and medical staff in the early days of the old battalion, paid a
flying business and pleasure visit to Edmonton during early June.
He was in too much of a hurry to look up many of his numerous
old friends. His deep voice sounded much the same over the
phone. Those who did see him said he looked hale and hearty,
with the same measured, steady stride of former years.
In Ottawa, where he resides at 247 1st Avenue, Jack has an
important position with the Forestry Branch. He is also president
of the Canadian Society of Forest Engineers and, for good
measure, to keep him extra busy doing his stuff in this war, he is
technical adviser to the Timber Controller of Canada. His oldest
boy, 18, is in the R.C.N. He also has another son of 16 and a
daughter, 14, Jack wanted to be remembered to all his old friends.

operating under the new provincial department of public welfare,
of which Hon. W. W. Cross, minister of health, is minister in
charge. Other members are W. A. R. Rees, and Harold E. Tanner,
pres, of the Edmonton branch. Canadian Legion, who served in D
coy. in the last war.
GRADUATES
Miss Patricia Patterson. R.C.A.F. (W.D.), spent two weeks
leave in Edmonton last March with her parents, Mr. and Mrs Guy
Patterson. A graduate from wireless school in Montreal Miss
Patterson was posted to Vancouver.

Harry Downton, D coy, was a visitor to Edmonton last March
and saw some of his old war time cronies. He seemed to be
keeping his youthful looks and let the years roll lightly off his
shoulders. Harry lives at Luseland, Sask., and is one of the “City”
Fathers.
P.O.W. IN GERMANY
Hayden Auld, son of Currey Auld, is a prisoner of war in
Germany. After enlistment he took some of his early training at
the No. 3 Manning Pool in Edmonton. We all hope he is not being
treated too harshly in his confinement and that all our boys will
soon be released by our troop’s successful offensive of the
Western front.
PROMOTED LT.-COL.
Major H. E. Balfour was promoted to the rank of lieutenantcolonel in the directorate of education services at Ottawa last
March. A veteran of the 49th Battalion having transferred from
the 51st in June 1915. He was captured at Regina Trench in
October 1916 and was prisoner of the Germans until repatriated
in Feb 1919. On return to Canada, he was a member of the 19th
Alberta Dragoons for a time. In 1940 he was appointed to the 2nd
(R) Battalion Loyal Edmonton Regiment, and a short time later
was on the staff of M.D. 13, serving in several capacities until this
last appointment.
OUR THANKS TO THE NEWSPAPERS
The many pictures appearing in this issue indicate the
generosity of both the Edmonton Journal and the Edmonton
Bulletin in their co-operation by loaning cuts for publication.
We are grateful to both of our local newspapers for the help
they give the magazine committee. We also thank all those who
assisted in the publication of our magazine.
Do not forget the Advertisers when making your purchase
as the “sinews of war” are mainly received through their
patronage.
APPOINTED CHAIRMAN
Lt.-Col. E. Brown M.M., E.D., early in July took over the
post of chairman to the Veterans' Welfare Commission
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