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THE CANADIAN INFANTRY CORPS 
It will be remembered that some 13 battalions of infantry were 

organized in Edmonton in the last war, 14-18. In 1915, the 49th Battalion 

Edmonton Regiment was selected to go to France as a unit and thereafter 

we received reinforcements from the Edmonton Battalions who were 

broken up in England. At the conclusion of the war our Battalion returned 

to Edmonton for demobilization. The Battalion marched through the 

streets of the city and received a remarkable welcome from the citizens. 

The Battalion presented a magnificent appearance marching with 

bayonets “fixed”, colours flying, the drums beating, which is the time 

honoured method of marching through the home city when returning 

from war. 

Following demobilization, the men settled in and about the City of 

Edmonton. Our Battalion Association had been formed previously from 

casualties who had returned to Edmonton and the demobilized Battalion 

was taken into the Association almost en bloc. Thereafter the Association 

busied itself in looking after our men as far as we could and when we got 

on our feet, played a substantial part in the reorganization of the 

perpetuating unit in the Canadian Militia. Many of the old hands served 

in this perpetuating unit and we sought to give to the perpetuating unit 

something of the spirit, morale and traditions of our old unit in France. It 

is not surprising, therefore, that at the outbreak of the present war we 

were able to put into the expeditionary force a splendid infantry battalion, 

well organized, well officered and with a cadre of noncommissioned 

officers all filled with the old spirit of the old Battalion. The unit 

proceeded to England and almost immediately began to attract attention. 

Its record in the present war speaks for itself. An interesting thing about 

the organization of our present unit, now in Italy, is the fact that sons of 

old “Forty-niners” came from all over Canada to join the young unit 

during the mobilization period. Thus, men from Toronto journeyed west, 

passing many mobilization points on the way, at their own expense, to 

join the young battalion in Edmonton. This would never have happened 

but for the fact that the Association had never lost sight of its original 

function which was the duty of maintaining in times of peace the 

traditions of the old Battalion and in laying the foundation for the mob-

ilization which we knew must ultimately come for a new war. The young 

Battalion in Italy is the result of that record. 

At the outbreak of the present war, we organized within the 

Association a Selection Board to find officers for the unit now in Italy. 

We were in an exceptionally good position to do that job since Colonel 

Louis Scott, D.C.M., a former commander of the militia unit, was 

commanding the advanced training centre in Calgary. Colonel Fleming, 

an officer of the old militia unit, was commanding the training centre of 

Camrose. Some of our senior officers held other commands and 

appointments within the province. So, we were able to select a very fine 

type of promising young men, who our selector. board put forward for 

commissions in the fighting unit overseas. As well, the selection board 

interested itself in the N.C.O.’s recommended by the fighting unit for 

commissions, who were taking their training in Canada. 

Then the blow fell. It was announced that the Canadian Infantry 

Corps had been formed in England. To this corps all reinforcements from 

Canada would go. Special badges and buttons and other markings would 

be used in the Infantry Corps and the reinforcements gathered there 

would be distributed to fighting forces, not upon a territorial basis but 

merely upon the basis of need and convenience. Thus, it came about that 

we discovered that officers whom our selection board had selected in 

Canada were now serving with units which came from all parts of 

Canada. This policy of course, saved the staff in England a great deal of 

trouble. If four hundred men were required for the Nova Scotia 

Highlanders, four hundred men on the right on a certain day of the 

morning parade in the Canadian Infantry Corps could be marched off as 

reinforcements for the Nova Scotia Highlanders and so on with respect 

to other units. This, of course, meant the complete destruction of the 

territorial idea which had always lain at the basis of the organization of 

military units throughout the British Empire. This system prevails at this 

present moment and Edmonton men are being drafted, so far as we can 

learn to all the units of the Canadian Expeditionary Force. They are good 

men and there is every evidence that they are welcome wherever they go. 

We know enough of soldiering to know that while these men would have 

preferred to go to the Loyal Edmonton Regiment they will, in the matter 

of a few months, be gripped by the regimental spirit of the units to which 

they have gone and will serve them loyally, faithfully, and efficiently. 

What then, may it be asked, is wrong with the present system The 

answer is this and, since it is of common application, it may be said to be 

the general objection to this system. When our young Battalion returns 

from the wars it will consist of men who come from every part of Canada 

and when the place of demobilization for our Battalion is under 

consideration it will be found that the place of demobilization will be the 

place at which the Battalion lands in Canada, namely Quebec or Halifax. 

This will be necessary and of course convenient. As the Battalion travels 

home, batches of men will get off the train at Montreal, Winnipeg, Regina 

and Saskatoon and, instead of the Battalion marching triumphantly 

through the streets of Edmonton as the original Battalion did in 1919, but 

a ragged remnant will remain. The spectacle, which the citizens of 

Edmonton have looked forward to and which the men themselves would 

have been thinking about for many months, will never take place. 

This in itself will be a distinct blow to the territorial idea. From this 

demobilization of our fighting Battalion very few men will remain to 

return to civil life and settle in the neighborhood of Edmonton to join our 

Association and take up the work for the future which has been done by 

our Association in the past. It is true that ultimately Edmonton men 

serving in this war will find their way back to Edmonton, will settle in 

the neighborhood and will be absorbed in our population but they will 

not be Loyal Edmonton Regiment men at all. 
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They will have served in units coming from all parts of Canada and 

they will play little or no part in the reorganization of the army for the 

future and they never will have had that formal and official welcome from 

the citizens of Edmonton that they would have had if they had served in 

the Loyal Edmonton Regiment overseas. 

Merely for the purpose of making things easier for the staff in 

England a great and fundamental fact in the life of the fighting soldier 

has been ruthlessly thrown into the discard. The selection board, above 

referred to, has ceased to function since it now has practically no status 

and no useful purpose can be served since the officers which the board 

might select do not necessarily go to the Loyal Edmonton Regiment but 

go to whatever unit it is more convenient to send them to. We have 

received indignant communications from these officers and men that they 

have been required to take down their badges and regimental insignia and 

to serve in other units. The selection board finds itself completely 

helpless and relegated to a position of innocuous desuetude. 

There is but one remedy now possible. A declaration on the part of 

the Government of an intention to observe the territorial idea and. the 

provision within the Infantry Corps of provincial sub-sections which will 

insure that every officer and man in the Corps will eventually find himself 

in the unit which comes from the part of Canada to which he belongs, 

where his friends are and which preserves those spiritual and economic 

ties which gives to the soldier that sense of home wherever his unit is and 

maintains those sentimental connections which have throughout British 

Military History meant so much to the soldier. 

We are all for efficiency and we are prepared to bow to the necessities 

of the situation, but we are not prepared to accept the idea of convenience 

to the staff as a factor in this outstanding important matter. We have 

reason to believe that throughout Canada, Battalion Associations are 

suffering from a feeling of frustration, annoyance and disappointment 

which cannot be otherwise than harmful. If in the post war period, we are 

to have conscription nothing much more can be said but if in the post war 

period we are to rely upon voluntary enlistment and the goodwill of our 

people for the formation and the maintenance of our armed forces this 

Infantry Corps idea is a piece of unparalleled stupidity. 

 

 

LETTER FROM THE LOYAL REGIMENT 

Major Cunningham, Commanding, Depot, The Loyal Regiment, 

Fulwood Barracks, Preston, Lancs, England, writes in acknowledging the 

receipt of the Forty-Niner and says, “It is much appreciated”. He is 

forwarding their regimental magazine “The Lancashire Lad” to us. 

Further in his letter, he says, “I have had calls from one officer and four 

of your N.C.O.’s and men. It was particularly good of them to come in 

especially under present conditions in Fulwood, and in the not far distant 

future, I, for one, hope to see you in Canada on a trip thereto with a view 

to remaining. Well, we hope to see Major Cunningham and as many more 

who wish to come and settle here after the war. 

 

 

 

 

LOYAL EDMONTON REGIMENT SENDS GREETINGS 

Christmas greetings to citizens of Edmonton and Alberta from 

officers and men of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment in Italy were received 

Friday, December 10, by His Honour Lieutenant-Governor J. C. Bowen, 

in a letter from Lt.-Col. J. C. Jefferson, D.S.O., E. D., who went overseas 

with the famous unit. 

Lt.-Col. Jefferson wrote in reply to a letter sent by the Lt.-Gov. in 

August, expressing pride of Alberta citizens in the heroic exploits of the 

regiment in the Sicilian campaign. 

The letter received by Lt.-Gov. Bowen reads as follows: 

At last, an opportunity has afforded itself to attempt a reply, worthy 

of your esteemed letter of the 18th August, which incidentally was over 

two months reaching its destination. 

All ranks of the Regiment received your inspiring message with great 

satisfaction. On their behalf allow me to thank you. May I also assure you 

that it will be their constant task to justify your confidence by continually 

striving to act in a manner born of the gallant 49th, whom they are so 

proud to perpetuate. 

It is hoped that this letter will arrive in sufficient time to convey the 

heartiest of season’s greetings to yourself and the citizens of Edmonton 

and Alberta, who continue so faithful to the Regiment. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

(Signed) J. C. Jefferson, Lt.-Col., 

The Loyal Edmonton Reg’t. 
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NEWS AND VIEWS OF YOUNG BATTALION’S DOINGS IN CANADA AND OVERSEAS 
Items of Interest in Local Newpapers Rewritten for Our Magazine readers, In Chronical Sequence . . . – By Norman Arnold 

 

July 1943 — 

Good Staff Work 

Ross Munro says, “A group of young staff officers on brigade staffs 

has been doing a magnificent job keeping the Canadian brigades rolling 

forward in their headlong push into Sicily.” Among the officers on these 

staffs are Capts. Eric Davidson, Vancouver; Norman Pope, Vancouver; 

Major Dick Malone, Winnipeg; Capts. J. P. Brophy, Winnipeg; F. K. 

Reesor, Vegreville, Alta.; J. E. T. McMullen, Vancouver; Lieut. C. E. 

Wood, Vancouver. 

Personal Items 

Lieut. David B. Mundy, of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment, Canadian 

army overseas, was married to the former Denise Dolphin. W.R.N.S. of 

Wonersh at St. John’s church, Wonersh, Guildford, England. Lt. Mundy 

is the only son of Mr. and Mrs. C. Gordon Mundy of Edmonton, Mrs. 

Mundy is the daughter of the late Ca.pt, D. F. H. Dolphin, R.N., and the 

late Mrs. Dolphin. 

Cpl. L. Bricker, Lavoy was reported among reinforcements landing 

in North Africa since the invasion of Sicily began. He was reported to be 

with the Edmonton Regiment. 

After three years’ service overseas, Pte. Joseph Lieberman, son of 

Mrs. Zona Lieberman, 9331 103a Ave. has returned home and received 

his discharge for medical reasons. He enlisted in the Edmonton Regiment 

Sept. 6th, 1939. 

Sgt. Instructor Robert Henry Birks, of the Edmonton Regiment now 

taking an officers training course at Victoria has a sister L.A.W. Margaret 

Diane Birks, assistant supervisor of equipment with the R.C.A.F. at 

Yorkton, Sask. 

Granted Commissions 

These eight men got their certificates at Calgary: Clarence E. C. Ford, 

John Thomas Jones, John F. Schurman, Martin Wener, Edmonton; H. A. 

Junck, Westlock; Alexander Melnyk, Gratz; John 

N. Stewart, Red Deer; Lester A. Stilling, Peace River. 

Munro’s Jottings 

You wouldn’t know the Canadian soldiers here now. They are tanned 

brown by the Sicilian sun after taking a beating from sunburn the first 

few days. Many go around stripped to the waist all the time. Pte. T. 

“Buster” Waitt, an Edmonton batman since the start of the war, went 

through the Assoro attack. An officer said Waitt did a good job during 

the Valguarnera battle, bringing up water under fire. A German prisoner 

taken at his post in a heavy Canadian attack said: “The 8th Army is very 

good, the American O.K.”, and the Canadians? he was asked. “I’m glad 

I’m a prisoner,” was his response. 

Maj. Wm. Cromb speaking to Ross Munro in some former German 

slit trenches, said of the Canadians fighting ability, “If we just follow our 

training we are dead set for success. It isn’t only I who believe this but 

the troops, too, which is most important.” 

August 1943 — 

Wounded in Action 

L/Cpl. David “Red” Mc Ara, son of Mr. and Mrs. John McAra, 11643 

- 84 St. was reported wounded. He has a brother Lester serving in the 

Edmontons. L/Cpl. Rodney Stevenson, son of Mr. and Mrs. R. B. 

Stevenson, of 10633 - 128 St., was wounded in action in Sicily. His father 

served in B coy. in the last war and was wounded. He was in hospital 

only last Sept, and had some shrapnel removed from his old war wound. 

Words of Praise 

Editorial: “Men who fought with the 49th, the Pats and the R.C.R.’s 

in the last war must have thought it almost like old times as they read 

recent dispatches from Sicily telling of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment, 

the Princess Patricia’s Light Infantry and the Royal Canadian Regiment 

all being engaged around Leonforte. The three units, along with the 42nd 

Highlanders of Montreal, formed the 7th brigade in the last war.” 

Montgomery: “The Canadian division travelled farther in Sicily and 

fought longer than any division of the 8th Army,” he said. “They have 

had the hardest work of any division because they were always on the 

outer circle of the advance, with the most frightful physical conditions 

and ground to contend with.” “They’ve been our left wing and their 

performance is simply wonderful. It’s amazing how they have done it — 

quite amazing. They came here untried in battle and cracked away at once 

like veterans. I’d call them veteran soldiers of the 8th Army. Their 

training in England has been invaluable.” 

CBC Radio Announcer Stersburg at the Front in Sicily, Saturday 

August 8th, 1943: He mentioned Intelligence officer Longhurst; Officers 

Stone, Grand Prairie; Tighe, Donald and Day, Edmonton; John Low, 

Edmonton was mentioned for work attending to wounded under fire. He 

said how well the Edmonton’s had gone into the attack at Hill 736. 

Mule Skinners 

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment, chosen for the job because a number 

of the officers and men know the Rockies and also many of the men, 

farmers and ranchers, were sent on a daring thrust eastward through wild 

mountainous country of central Sicily. They travelled through terrain 

where no vehicles can be used, where water, rations end ammunition are 

carried by mule trains. So said Munro, in one of his first dispatches. 
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On Leave 

Sgt. William Sheppard who was one of the first Edmontons to land in 

England has returned for a month’s furlough. He came as one of the escort to 

some enemy prisoners. He had several narrow escapes in the air raids over 

there. His son-in-law PSM Pratt also served in the Regiment. Sgt. Sheppard 

says how pleased the troops were at the conferring of Loyal to their name. 

Casualties 

P/O Joseph C. Allen, 35. former Edmonton and Daysland barrister, is 

reported missing following the crash of an R.C.A.F. plane off the New Bruns-

wick coast. His wife and two sons, Derek and David, reside at 8921 - 80 Ave. 

His brother, Bernard, is a lieutenant with the Edmonton’s in Africa. 

At a Canadian Base hospital set up in Sicily Major Agnes J. McLeod is 

in charge of the nurses. She went overseas in 1940, and while in charge of a 

Canadian hospital in Britain last June was awarded the Royal Red Cross (first 

class). 

Regiment and Men Mentioned 

Mr. MacPherson of 11824 92nd St. received a telegram from Sicily 

stating their three boys were O.K. Telegram read as follows: Fondest love. 

All well and safe. Please don’t worry. From Dougall, Archie and Jimmy. See 

other item regarding Dougall’s wounding. 

Pte. Leonard F. and Stanley Chettleborough have written home from 

Sicily to say they were in good health. Leonard is now 6 feet 7 inches in his 

stocking feet. They are the sons of Mr. and Mrs. Chettleborough, 12027 95th 

St. Mr. Chettleborough went overseas with the 138 Bn. and served in France 

with the 28th Battalion. 

C. J. Heath, Wetaskiwin, graduated at Gordon Head in the Pacific officers 

training course. Some of the others who graduated at the same time may 

possibly be 1st Bn. men, but we have no knowledge of their units. 

Stersburg, C.B.C. announcer in a broadcast from Africa Saturday, August 

14th mentioned the Edmontons in an attack at Aderno. He said that for a time 

they were a lost battalion but gave a good account of themselves. He also 

mentioned the 48th Highlanders, Toronto; Seaforths, Vancouver; P.P- 

C.L.I.’s and the Van Do’s. 

Wounded in Action 

First reported missing and later a prisoner of war, Capt. A. E. Newton 

sent a wire direct to his wife telling her he was a prisoner and to send him 

cigarettes. He went overseas with the Loyal’s in 1939. He was in a camp at 

Capua 27 miles North of Naples. 

Canadian casualties in Sicily reported as 1,895, with 385 killed. Killed 25 

officers, 360 other ranks. Wounded, 100 officers, 1,100 other ranks. Missing 

10 officers, 300 other ranks. This was the report up to August 4th 

approximately three days before the Canadians were relieved from the fight-

ing positions and placed in holding positions. 

Six of Family Serve 

Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Marshall, 11707.82 St. are proud of the service being 

given by six of their eight children; they are Gnr. Marshall, 28, R.C.E.; 

Sgt. Douglas, 27, Calgary Tank Regt.; Pte. William, 26, Edmonton 

Fusiliers; Pte. Robert, 24 recently wounded in Sicily; Bdr. Walter, 22, 

Wainwright, and Neita Marshall, 23, with the C.W.A.C. at Red Deer." 

Twice Wounded 

Capt. Alex. A. Gilchrist had the unfortunate distinction of being the first 

Canadian reported twice wounded in Sicily. The two occasions were only 

days apart. 

Tells of Battle 

William Stewart, war correspondent, writes: “Infantry warfare is a risky 

business but the assault part of it is what Pte. Mike Woren likes best.” “Bullets 

sing around,” says this 20-year-old infantry man with the Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment. “If they are high its O.K., if they are low a guy’s got to be lucky. 

But I like assaults. There’s less chance of being hit when you’re on the move 

than if you’re sitting tight.” In continuing his story to Stewart, Woren tells of 

the fight they had when in contact with the Germans around some hills near 

Agira. Their Major was killed, and they had quite a fight to overcome the 

enemy’s mortar and machine gun fire. 

McNaughton Visits Sicily 

Lt.-Gen. A. G. L. McNaughton, officer commanding the Canadian Army 

overseas, arrived in Sicily it was announced August 22nd. The General came 

from North Africa by plane to make his first visit to his campaign troops. The 

soldiers were then resting and getting into shape after their strenuous 

campaign. He made a tour of every Canadian formation that took part in the 

successful invasion, and later visiting the battle grounds. 
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Reported Ill 

Lieut. Joe Budd, serving with the Loyal Edmonton’s, is convalescing in 

a North African hospital after becoming ill in Sicily. He has been overseas 

for nearly three years. His wife is overseas. 

Daring Feats 

Ross Munro: — Khaki Closeups: “Capt. Blake Tedman of Toronto was 

with an infantry unit when the attack on Agira was being prepared and went 

out to locate an observation post at night. He ran into a German patrol and 

was captured with his bombardier. A patrol from the Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment descended on the Nazis and captured all the lot. Tedman paraded 

his captors back to the Canadian lines. 

In the attack on Agira with the Seaforth Highlanders and the P.P.C.L.I., 

the Edmontons made a brilliant attack on the northerly slopes leading to the 

town. Major Bill Bury of Edmonton and his company fought a particularly 

gallant action. In the early phase Bury led his company around on the left 

flank, shooting up German vehicles, tanks and infantry. Later the company 

attacked a German strongpoint in a cemetery on the outskirts of the town, 

battling the Nazis among tombstones and vaults. A brigadier said that after 

Agira fell the Edmonton’s sent a fighting patrol north on the Triona road and 

in a dawn raid the. Albertans surprised a group of 30 Germans trying to escape 

and bagged the lot. 

Promoted 

Lieut. W. G. Longhurst, son of Mr. and Mrs. H. Longhurst, 10531 85 

Ave., has been promoted to the rank of captain and adjutant with the Loyal 

Edmonton Regiment in Sicily. He went overseas in 1939 as a corporal, 

received his commission in 1941. 

Wounded 

Sgt. John Edmund (Ted) Couch, R.C.A.F., son of Mr. and Mrs. James 

H. Couch, of Lavoy, formerly of Winterburn, has been reported missing. He 

has two brothers serving with the Loyal Edmonton’s. Capt. R. A. Couch has 

returned overseas to instruct at Utopia, N.B., and Pte. W. E. Couch is now in 

Sicily. 

Commissioned 

Edward R. Horton was among eight men who graduated from “A” 20 

Canadian Army Service Corps’ training centre at Red Deer with the rank of 

lieutenant. 

Given Efficiency Medal 

Among the recipients of the Efficiency Medal awarded this month was 

C.S.M. B. Summers, Loyal Edmonton Regiment. 

Duncan Blackie, son of Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Blackie, 12015-91st St., 

was reported wounded in Sicily. He went overseas with the Edmonton Regt, 

and later transferred to the Seaforth Highlanders of Canada. His wife and son, 

Robert are living in Edmonton. 

September 1943 —  

Promotions 

Capt. R. A. Goulet was promoted to that rank overseas, son of Mrs. L. 

Goulet, 505 Alexandra Block. He is an instructor in England and has been 

there for over a year. Capt. Goulet was with the Alberta Dragoons for two 

years and was on the permanent staff of the 2nd Battalion Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment for 15 months. He was appointed a lieutenant in March 1942. 

Sgt. John D. Scott, now a sergeant at No. 133 Basic Training Centre, 

Wetaskiwin, has been promoted to the rank of C.S.M. (W.O.2). A former 

butcher, Scott joined the Canadian Army in September 1939, and served 

overseas for three years with the Loyal Edmonton’s. 

Sgt. William Carruthers, 12612 68th St. with the Canadian Army 

overseas, recently received his third stripe since leaving Canada a year ago. 

Three brothers are serving overseas in the 1st Bn. Loyal Edmonton’s, Ava, 

Reg, and George, who saw action in Sicily. 

Clipped from Personal Stories 

Some of the exploits of the Loyal Edmonton’s, during the invasion of 

Sicily, are vividly told in a letter written by Pte. T. L. Drossie, to his friend 

Joe Lieberman of 9331 103A Ave., who also served with the Loyal 

Edmonton’s overseas, but has recently been invalided home . . . Drossie tells 

of the doings of the boys back of the enemy lines, of planting a mine seeing 

the Jerry’s going sky high in a tank. Lt. Dougan, Sgt. Page and your old pal, 

accounted for two German tanks, two trucks, and one self- propelling gun. He 

describes how he was one of a section of five who took the left flank and got 

Jerry on the run. “The first division really went to town and especially our 

outfit the fighting 49th”. 
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Please tell the folks at home to keep sending cigarettes. We are only 

allowed seven a day and were sure dying for them. 

The Loyal Edmonton Regiment was the first Canadian unit to engage the 

German Army in the Sicilian campaign, according to a letter received by Maj. 

G. D. K. Kinnaird, 2nd I/C, 2nd (Reserve) Battalion. 

Lt. R. Allen Scott of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment overseas, “In the 

Sicilian campaign, the 1st Canadian Division after three weeks of intensive 

amphibious operations along the British Coast, approximating as near as 

possible, the Sicilian coast, sailed direct from Britain to the landing beaches 

on Sicily, without even stopping at North Africa.”  

“We were the first Canadian unit to meet Jerry, and for green troops we 

gave him an awful scare. One of the prisoners later said that we apparently 

didn’t know anything about war, as we kept coming and refused to stop when 

we were fired on.” Lt. Scott wrote, Jerry was fighting a rear-guard action 

trying to stop us from flanking Catania. At Agira, our company sat on a hill 

600 yards North and covered the assault on the town. Lt. Scott gave warm 

praise for Capt. Pat Tighe, saying he is doing a marvelous job as company 

commander.  

Dealing with the death in action of Lt. Robert Kelloway, of this city, he 

says,” Bob Kelloway was in the same company as myself, and was about 50 

yards from me when he got hit. One of the snipers hit Bob. He had been doing 

a good job with his platoon.” "The same sniper shortly afterwards put one 

through my tin hat, and the rim of the hat deflected it just enough so I only 

had to pick pieces of the hat out of my shoulder — otherwise I would have 

been hit exactly as Bob was.” Lt. Scott later was wounded. He was hit Aug. 

5 by a machine gun bullet in the heel and now is in hospital in North Africa 

waiting to return to his unit. Lt. Scott is the son of Captain R. J. Scott, No. 

133 Basic, Camrose. His mother resides at 12052 93 St. 

Three Brothers Serve 

Pte. C. William Barr, 23, enlisted March 1940, and has been fighting with 

the Loyal Edmonton’s in Sicily. Tpr. Robert Barr, 22, enlisted June 1940 and 

is now in England with the South Alberta Regt. Cpl. Archie C. Barr, 20, joined 

the. Canadian Engineers in January 1942, and is a P. T. Instructor at 

Chilliwack, B. C. They are the only sons of Mrs. L A. Campbell, Blue Ridge, 

Alta. 

Heroic Death of Bannon 

The manner of C.Q.M.S. Harry Bannon’s death was revealed in a letter 

from Pte. W. D. “Billy” Smith, in a letter to his father Dave Smith, of the 

Edmonton Can. Legion. Pte. Smith, says, “Harry Bannon would be alive 

today had he not tried to bring in a wounded companion. He was hit while on 

the way back with the wounded man.” Bannon served with the famed 51st 

Highland Division in the First Great War and joined up while barely 15. The 

gallant non-commissioned officer is survived by his wife, Mrs. Elizabeth 

Bannon of 10152 94a St. 

Montgomery Awards Decorations 

Thirty-one officers and men of the 1st Canadian Division have been 

decorated by Gen. Sir Bernard Montgomery, Matthew Halton, C.B.C. 

reporter, cables from Sicily. Two Alberta soldiers were included in those 

winning decorations in the Sicilian campaign. Lt.-Col. J. C. Jefferson, of 

Edmonton, won the D.S.O. and Cpl. Robert Ellenwood, of Red Deer, the 

Military Medal. It was later officially announced 52 Canadian soldiers had 

been decorated and among them were Capt. Tighe, of Edmonton, who 

received the Military Cross, and Pte Tupper, Pendryl, Alta., who was awarded 

the Military Medal. (See complete stories, elsewhere in this issue). 

 

October 1943 — 

From Reporter’s Quiz 

Reporter Francis H. Fisher, writes, “Wounded but smiling, scores of 

Canadian soldiers in British hospitals would rather be back in the battle of 

Italy than enjoy all the blessings of Blighty. I spent several hours with them 

today in a hospital near London talking with them about their experiences and 

reactions on the battlefields. There are about 140 wounded men at the hospital 

which I visited, and perhaps the following will be the best -way to present a 

cross section of their thoughts and their talks with me: Pte. J. S. Zak, Loyal 

Edmonton Regiment, from Blairmore, Alta., was wounded with shrapnel in 

the left arm and right leg — the leg had to be amputated. Zak lay in bed 

smiling and telling about his experiences at the front. “It was all right,” he 

said, and described how he had been pinned down by German fire during the 

attack at Regalbuto, where he was wounded. Like all those to whom I talked 

he has much admiration for the good soldier qualities of the Germans. He also 

recalled with relish the chicken, ham, beef steak, ice cream, cake, oranges, 

and grapefruit juice which were fed to the wounded en route to England. 

Fisher gives several items from men of other battalions. 

Miscellaneous Gleanings 

Cpl. John Harris, of the 1st Bn. wrote to his Dad at Ponoka, saying Gen. 

Montgomery had visited the battalion, and had been very complimentary to 

C. V. Lilley came top in a large class which graduated at Gordon Head. His 

father Major Lilley served with C coy. in the 49th C.E.F. C. V’s wife returned 

with him to Canada earlier in the year. 
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Capt. Robert Lyman Caldwell, second son of Mr. and Mrs. L. J. 

Caldwell of Victoria B.C., and Miss Joyce Eileen Woods, only daughter 

of Mr. and Mrs. C. T. Woods, of Bexley Heath, were married recently by 

Rev. W. H. Bass. Bridesmaid was Miss Brenda Auld; Capt. R. A. 

McCaffery was the best man. Brother of the bridegroom, Sgt. W. L. 

Caldwell, and Mrs. Caldwell were in London for the wedding. Another 

brother, John L. Caldwell, a signalman, was invalided home two years 

ago. 

Little three-year-old Josephine May Doyle had her picture in the 

paper after she had purchased a Victory bond. Her Daddy is overseas with 

the 1st Bn. and her mother died over a year ago. Her aunt Mrs. A. 

Mitchell, 12848 Fort Road was with her at the time. Mrs. Mitchell has 

three sons in the forces overseas. 

Wounded in Action 

Sgt. Thomas Holcroft son of Mr. and Mrs. M. Holcroft of Beverly, 

has been wounded in action overseas. He went overseas in 1939 with the 

1st Bn. and has three other brothers in the armed forces. Frederick, with 

the R.C.A.F.; Jack, R.C.A.- M.C.; and Harry a gunner with the British 

army. His father is a veteran of the First Great War. 

British Comedienne Visits Edmonton 

Well-known British actress, Anna Russell, visited Edmonton in the 

course of a trans-Canada tour. Born in Britain, and in Canada for the last 

two years, she lived in the vicinity of the Loyal Edmonton’s camp in 

England and appeared at regimental shows on numerous occasions. She 

worked for the B.B.C. for several years prior to coming to Canada. 

Sponsored by the Rotary club she appeared before several of the services 

with her delightful character sketches. 

Plenty Tough 

W. G. Kirkpatrick, A Bren carrier driver whose home is at 10410 - 

125th St., Edmonton, figures he is tougher than steel and he has plenty to 

back up his claims. The 22-year-old driver’s heavy explosive-laden 

carrier was blown sky high when it hit three mines and Kirkpatrick came 

out of it with nothing worse than bruises and scratches. The carrier is 

nothing more than a heap of twisted metal. Kirk was in the carrier with 

Sgt. Henry Forgie, St. Paul, Alta., and Ptes Ken Roger, 28, of Melfort, 

Sask., and Willie Demers, of Medicine Hat, Alta. These three had got off 

for some reason and when the blast came were thrown into the air, the 

carrier being flipped on to its back. They found Kirkpatrick still in the 

driver’s seat as black as ink, and his feet tangled around the steering 

wheel. Kirk figured he was with the angels when he came too. Enlisting 

at the age of 19 Kirk went overseas with the unit in Dec. 1939. Son of 

Mrs. H. P. Brown, he is a nephew of the late G. R. F. Kirkpatrick, banker. 

Anonymous Praise 

“The Edmonton’s rate tops” in the fighting line, according to a 

topflight observer who saw the Canadians in action in Sicily and Italy. 

This observer, who is in no way connected with the regiment and whose 

name must remain anonymous writes of the Loyal Edmonton Regt, in a 

personal letter to an Edmonton friend, as follows: “Of all the Canadian 

fighting outfits out there I picked the Edmonton’s as the finest regiment 

in the line. It is invidious, I suppose, to make any comparisons but top 

unit in my book is made up of those farm boys and open-air kids from 

the mountains and me Peace River and the breezy people from the towns 

and cities of your part of the country. 
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They showed amazing endurance and they always kept that eternal 

good humour that all good soldiers seem to have. Several times I was 

with the unit end saw all the old friends. Jim Jefferson certainly deserved 

his D.S.O. and wears it with almost the modest embarrassment of a school 

kid wearing an essay prize. News of Bill Bury’s death must have been a 

shock to hundreds of Edmonton people. There was a white man if I ever 

knew one. He seemed to think, though, that he’d someday get killed in 

action. He certainly died fighting.” 

Promoted Brigadier 

Promotion to rank of Brigadier, of Lt.-Col. George Kitching, 33, of 

Montreal, and his appointment to command Canadian infantry brigades 

overseas was announced late this month by defence Headquarters. 

Promotion was effective immediately, and Col. Kitching has assumed his 

command. 

Nov. 1943 — 

Wins D.S.O. 

Defence H.Q., Ottawa announced Thursday, Nov. 4 the awarding of 

15 additional decorations to Canadian army men who took part in the 

Sicily campaign, amongst the recipients was Brig. George Kitching, 33, 

Montreal, a lieutenant-colonel at the time he received the award of the 

D.S.O. We have not seen the citation in our local papers as yet. We 

congratulate Brig. Kitching on his winning of this honour. 

Returns Home 

Capt. F. K. Reesor, has arrived back in Canada for an advanced 

course at Kingston. Speaking to a brother of another arrival, Bramley-

Moore, he said, “Reesor missed his kit at the docks at a port in Italy, 

speeded across Sicily, arrived at Valetta, Malta, and eventually boarded 

the ship. Two days after boarding he was informed by a ship’s officer his 

kit was on board.” Now who is it of you, says the army is not efficient! 

Convalescent 

L/Cpl. David Dougan, appeared in a photo with his wife and baby, 

and was stated to be recovering from wounds in a Canadian General 

hospital in England. His wife is the former Peggy Read, of Brighton, 

Sussex. 

Edmonton Men Relax 

Canada Town is the name given by the troops to a pleasant mountain 

city in Italy captured by the Canadians, who have been busy renaming 

the streets to their own Hometown names, according to a despatch from 

Louis Hunter. When he visited the canteen, groups of men were reading 

papers, writing letters and playing darts. Men from Western Canada “just 

taking it easy” included Sgt. John Bowie, 10804 - 101 St., Cpl. Michael 

Ungarian, Peace River; L/Cpl. Ernest Knechtel, Stettler; Tprs. Paul Isbell, 

High River; and I. J. Gaunt, Sylvester, Alta. “This is sure a break,” 

commented Tpr. Stanley Coye, Alliance, Alta. 

Mentioned on Radio 

Two Edmonton Regiment men were mentioned over the. Radio on 

Weds. Nov. 3rd: Capt. Reesor, was announced on the morning news, as 

having landed back in Canada; and on the Victory Loan program at night 

the Armand (not sure of spelling) family was stated to have 7 members 

serving, and Pte. Armand has recently landed home after having lost an 

arm while serving with the 1st Bn. Loyal Edmonton Regiment. 

Serves with P. B. I. 

P.O. Hugh O’Brien of Edmonton was one of the first airmen to go 

into battle with the ground forces in Italy. He went with the troops under 

a liaison scheme whereby selected members of the air and ground forces 

trade places to improve the understanding between the services as to each 

other’s role and to increase co-operation. O’Brien is the son of Det. K. 

O’Brien, of 10033 91 Ave. Hugh says, “It was a great change from flying 

operations after all these months. In addition, I got a tremendous thrill 

out of meeting several old pals from Edmonton whom I hadn’t seen in 

years, including Lieut Ken Scott and Pte. Jack Bryant. It was rather like 

old home week.” 

Snell finds Smell 

Lieut. Jack Snell of the Edmonton’s recently reported wounded in 

Italy, found Sicily “a terrible place to soldier in,” according to word 

received by Don Miller, Canadian Press, Edmonton. Snell’s wife lives in 

Calgary. In his card to Mr. Miller, Lt. Snell wrote: My impressions (of 

Sicily) resolve around a variety of smells—all bad—and unwashed kids 

of four or five salvaging butts and smoking them. A great place to avoid 

on a world cruise.” 

Receives Gift 

Mae DeFrain, 9814-109th St., received a gift of a red Morocco leather 

purse from Pte. J. C. Munroe, Edmonton, who is recovering from wounds 

received while fighting with the Edmonton’s in Sicily. Enclosed in the 

purse were two engraved seashells from the Mediterranean coast. 
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Beautiful Children 

Under this heading, Sat. Nov. 5th, appeared the photo of the 5½ year 

old daughter of Major and Mrs. E. W. Day, 10247-121st St. 

Vokes Promoted 

Maj. Gen. Chris Vokes, who was appointed to the command of a 

Canadian infantry division, earned the reputation as one of the best 

brigade commanders in the field during the Sicilian campaign, and was 

awarded the D.S.O. He commanded one of the crack brigades of the 

Canadian army during the. fighting in Sicily to which the Loyal 

Edmonton’s belonged. His men were responsible for a large part of the 

reputation the Canadians made for themselves in the difficult fighting at 

Nissoria, Leonforte and Regalbuto into the Simeoo valley. This is from a 

dispatch by William A. Wilson, correspondent. 

Press News 

Canadian troops have advanced nearly 500 miles since Reggio 

Calabria, more than two months ago. They have seen much grueling 

fighting against a stubborn enemy and difficult conditions. Among the 

Canadian successes have been two towns captured by the Loyal 

Edmonton Regiment. 

More Decorations 

Word has been received here that Sgt. A. G. Cheshire has been 

wounded, not seriously, while in action with the 8th Army in Italy. He 

recently was awarded the D.C.M. in recognition of services during the 

Sicilian campaign. Enlisting with the 49th Edmonton Regiment in 

February 1940, he went overseas in the following summer and arrived in 

England August 4th. A brother Pte. C. J. Cheshire has been serving with 

the Edmonton Fusiliers overseas for more than three years. Lt. John A. 

Dougan, 22, of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment has been awarded the 

Military Cross according to word received by his mother who lives at 

8526-89th Street. 

Returns Home 

After four years’ service with the 1st Bn. overseas, Major A. S. 

Donald, Normandie Apts., arrived home. He took part in the Canadian 

expeditionary raid on Spitzbergen island September 1941 and has more 

recently been with the Eighth Army in Sicily and Italy. He is spending 

his leave with his wife and child at 9842-112 St. 

Patrols Behind Lines 

Hand picked scouts slipping away behind the enemy lines, have 

played an important part in the Canadian campaign in Italy, according to 

War Correspondent William Stewart. They are, he says, soldiers picked 

for  

 

efficiency, alertness, courage, and initiative required by the hazardous job 

of travelling lightly armed under the German nose, living off the land and 

escaping notice. One western Canadian battalion which has used scouts 

to advantage has a section of hardy prowlers commanded by Lieut. Alan 

Johnson of Edmonton. Cpl. Edward Hauptman, Sgt. Edward Beaudry and 

Pte. Smoky Atkinson, of Peace River are some of the scouts who have 

entered towns ahead of any others. Pte. Will Squires, of Edmonton and 

Alan Cameron, an Australian, had an encounter at a farmhouse with some 

Germans. They tossed a grenade though the window which brought 

German heads up all around them. But they managed to get back to their 

own lines. Stewart relates several thrilling incidents, which may be 

published later on. Lt. Johnson is the son of Mr. and Mrs. R. S. Johnson, 

Gaucher Apt., and is a graduate of the University of Alberta. 

Dies of Wounds 

Pte. William Rich, son of Mrs. Pearl Rich, 9360 103a Ave., who is 

reported to have died of wounds in Sicily while with the 1st Bn. He was 

28 and enlisted at Carbondale. Three brothers are overseas. George and 

Tom with the Loyal Edmonton’s, and Frank in England. A sister, Mary, 

is serving with the Wrens. His father and Mother, two sisters, and four 

brothers are living in Edmonton. 

Edmonton’s in Italy 

The first official word, the Loyal Edmonton’s were in Italy appeared 

in the local papers dated Nov. 29th. At this time seven Canadian infantry 

regiments and one tank regiment were officially identified by name. 

William Stewart, Canadian press correspondent, describes the first 

actions, and says, “The Loyal Edmonton Regiment established the. first 

bridgehead across the Biferno Valley that crowned with success the hard 

Mid-October campaign by the Canadian 1st Division in Italy’s rugged 

interior.”  

This was at Colle d’Anchise. Climaxing a 60-mile advance by the 

Edmontons from the Foggia plain on the left flank of the Canadian drive 

up the Catole valley and through the hills to Campobasso. Engaged in 

these attacks were, the Royal Canadian Regiment; 48th Highlanders of 

Canada, Seaforth Highlanders; P.P.C.L.I.’s; the Hastings and Prince 

Edward Regiment and the Carleton and York regiment. Mentioned in the 

attack were, Capt. Pat Tighe, M.C., Maj. Slug Clarke of Vancouver Ptes. 

W. L. Squires and Ward Mullins, these were instrumental in directing a 

shoot on the town being attacked.  

Companies under Maj. Bill Cromb and Capt. Jim Stone, Grande 

Prairie, Alta, took up positions around the town. Capt. J. G. T. Blair, 

Drake, Sask., led his men up to a hill North-east of the town. During some 

lively M.G. and small arms fire an Italian farmer’s haystack was set on 

fire and he came out shouting at the troops, which caused both sides to 

stay their fire for a moment, when only his voice was to be heard Stone’s 

and Clarke’s companies saw some stiff fighting, but later the Germans 

who had had enough withdrew.  

Sgt. B. B. Whiteside, Red Deer had a sniper’s “dream shoot” picking 

off Germans as they left the town. Sgt. J. A. Dusseault, Fort McMurray, 

went to the riverbed to make arrangements for the evacuation of 

casualties and wound up helping the hard-pressed engineers. L/Cpl. Turk 

Thurriens, High Prairie, saw a group of Germans trying to set up a M.G. 

position 50 yards from where he was hidden. He wiped them out with a 

tommy-gun. The Edmonton’s, first Canadian battalion across the 

Biferno, paved the way for the advance which drove ine Germans out of 

the strong natural defence line. 
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Ralston Talks with Edmontonian’s 

On his way back from a visit to the front Col. L. Ralston, Canadian 

minister of national defence called to inspect a Canadian general hospital, 

formerly an Italian hospital and also was used by the Germans. Patients to 

whom he spoke included, Ptes. L. Gill, Spirit River, Alta.; A. C. Snider of 

Edmonton. The minister had a long talk with the matron Major A. J. MacLeod 

of Edmonton, a patient herself, and a member of the Royal Red Cross, first-

class. 

Wounded Return Home 

Taken to Belcher hospital were, Pte. R. C. Harkot, Edmonton who is 

partially paralyzed as a result of M.G. wounds received in Sicily. He is unable 

to speak owing to the paralysis. Pte. A. D. Plant, Jarvie; Edward Boucher, Lac 

la Biche, suffered a shattered right arm at Enna, Sicily. Pte. S. G. Saxby, Pine 

Lake, successfully escaped a torpedoing in the Mediterranean but was 

wounded in the arm in fighting later on. 

Musso’s Dial still in Writing Paper 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Hidson 9205 112 ave., have received from their 

son, Pte. T. E. (Tom) Hidson, with the Loyal Edmonton Regiment in Italy, a 

letter written on writing paper which still has a watermark of Mussolini’s 

Mug printed on it. 

Wounded Returns to Canada 

Wounded at Sicily the following men were returned to their homes in 

Alberta. Sgt. E. D. Levitt, Provost, Alta., otherwise known as “Dusty” who 

was wounded when a trench mortar shell exploded hardly five feet away from 

him. Also returning at the same time were Lieut. Jack Madore and Pte. Walter 

Smith of Edmonton; Cpl. J. P. Stiles, Grande Prairie; Pte. Stan Saxby of Red 

Deer; Pte. Chester Harcott, of Lac la Biche; Pte. Martin Reid of Drumheller; 

and Pte. J. S. Zak, Blairmore. Some of these are mentioned in stories scattered 

through this feature. 

Get Commissions 

Among 63 officers of the Canadian Army who graduated the latter part 

of November at the Officer’s school of instruction, Currie barracks, Calgary, 

were three Loyal Edmonton Regiment men. Lieut. Robert H. Birks, 9918 104 

St., who served three and a half years overseas. His sister is with the air force 

in Saskatchewan; Lieut. Arthur George Hays, 11131 98 Ave., he was with the 

1st Bn. for three years. He has a sister in the air force and a brother in the air 

force in Africa: Lieut. Charles V. Lilley, 11030 81 Ave., served with the 

permanent force from 1934 to 1936 and with the Imperials The Loyals from 

1936 to 1942. In 1942 he joined the Loyal Edmonton Regiment. His father, 

Major C. W. Lilley, is supply and transport officer at Edmonton, and a brother 

is training at Currie Barracks. 

Six in Service 

Cpl. Joseph Ruddick, D.C.M., served 11 years in the Coldstream Guards, 

and won his award in the last war, and is now serving again at Camrose. 

Others of his family serving are Leslie, with the 1st Loyal Edmonton’s, 

wounded at Sicily; Neville, overseas with the Calgary Tank Regiment; 

Marguerite, with the Canadian Navy at Galt, Ont.; Alma, in the Women’s 

division Imperial army in England; and her husband Cpl. Nicholas Carter, 

with the Imperial forces in England. 

Returns Home 

Lieut. Jack Madore was a passenger on the hospital ship which brought 

back exchanged prisoners and wounded from the war theatres. They landed 

at an eastern Canadian port the last week in November. Capt. Alex A. 

Gilchrist, badly wounded is convalescing at Belcher hospital at Calgary. Both 

his legs are in casts and it will be some time before he fully recovers. 

1st Battalion Left Edmonton Four years Ago. 

Four years ago, Dec. 15th the 1st Battalion Loyal Edmonton Regiment 

left Edmonton for overseas. Three years were for the most part uneventful, at 

least for war years, but this last year has seen enough fighting to satisfy the 

most belligerent man in the Unit. We hope this year will see the final 

overthrow of the enemy and a return to what all intelligent people hope is a 

better world, “fit for heroes to live in”, and not “bums to bog around in”. 
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A Touched-Up War Diary—F. R. Hasse, Reg. No. 432944 
The author of this War Diary is F. R. Hasse, a member of “A” coy. and later “The Signals” and “Transport. He is now a resident of Victoria, B.C., having taken a twenty-year pension from the 

R.C.M. Police. This Diary is of absorbing interest to the men who were with the battalion in the earlier days in France, just as Mounsey’s War Diary was of particular interest to the men who 

were in France in the later stages. This is the eighteenth and concluding instalment. 
 

CHAPTER 18 

Nov. 12th, 1918 — Heavy explosions in all parts of the district 

in early morning makes us wonder if hostilities have broken out 

afresh. Civilians alarmed and the troops none too pleased at the 

thought that the war may not be over yet. However, word soon 

comes along that the explosions 

are the result of delayed action 

mines. We hear that the 3rd 

Division is to form part of the 

army of occupation in Germany, 

news which arouses little 

enthusiasm. Winding up the 

watch on the Rhine and seeing 

something of Heinie’s home life 

makes an appeal to some, but to 

the big majority of Forty - 

Niners the only worthwhile road 

is that which leads to Jasper 

Ave. Word comes through of the 

terms imposed on Germany, and 

citizens of Mons parade through 

the streets to celebrate the 

occasion. 

 

Nov. 13th — An automobile flying a white flag attracts 

considerable attention as it drives through the streets. In it is a 

German officer who is pointing out the location of unexploded 

mines to Canadian engineers accompanying him. Pay parade in 

afternoon. Money runs out and half of us get no pay and will have 

to wait until tomorrow. Funeral in late afternoon of members of 

the brigade who were killed in the capture of Mons. Number of 

dead, which is small, includes two members of the 42nd 

Transport, killed by a shell on the day before the armistice. The 

city fathers ask permission to bear the cost of the funeral and also 

to make all necessary arrangements. Everything is thereupon 

placed in their hands, and a most impressive ceremony results. 

Tommy Higgins drops round to transport lines in evening. Tells 

of seeing the bodies of two German soldiers who had been beaten 

to death by the populace in a little village on the outskirts of Mons 

the day before the armistice. 

Nov. 14th — A rumour that we march into Germany before the 

end of the month. Three girls, who had cohabited openly with 

Germany soldiers during the occupation, had their hair shorn off 

this afternoon on a platform in the Grande Place in the midst of a 

great jeering crowd. There were many Canadian soldiers in the 

throng watching the women’s shame but they kept silent. Some 

may have felt like intervening, but they did not. Since the day after 

the armistice the Dumbells have been presenting H. M. S. 

“Pinafore” in the city’s largest theatre. Big crowds have packed 

the place the last two nights and the same condition prevails this 

evening. Manage however to get into the building but only to the 

rear of one of the large boxes. Not a glimpse of the stage is to be 

had from the rear of the box but most of the show is to be seen in 

a large mirror hung on the wall. The Dumbells, now augmented 

by the Princess Pats and the Y. Emma concert parties, are as 

rollicking a lot of troupers as ever appeared in an army theatre. 

Never known them in higher spirits or in better form and they give 

us a great evening. Various liberties have been taken with the 

script, which under the circumstances is understandable, the 

producer realizing that ardent Savoyards in the audience are few 

and far between. 

A grand comic opera — H.M.S. “Pinafore,” and Gilbert and 

Sullivan at their best. One feels that in it they have caught the 

spirit of the British Navy, past and present. The spirit of the men 

of the lower deck who, when Nelson at Trafalgar gave his 

somewhat un-Nelson-touch signal, “England expects that every 

man will do his duty,” muttered among themselves. “What does 

the silly old ____ think we are going to do.” But those same rough 

tars loved Nelson with a love exceeding that of a man for a woman 

and proud tears ran down their cheeks at his funeral — down the 

cheeks of men who had been ashamed of tears since their cradle 

days. 

Nov. 15th — A big review day. The whole Canadian army, 

each battalion represented by one company, marches through the 

Grande Place. All kinds of mucky mucks present on the reviewing 

platform. Take a stroll in evening with Pete Livingstone. Have a 

talk with a group of former British prisoners, and it is interesting 

listening to their experiences. They have little complaint to make 

of their treatment in captivity, apart from the odd harsh senior 

German N.C.O. they encountered once in a while. 

Nov. 16th — Cold dry weather continues. Fellows are 

chuckling over the recent banquet given by the mayor of Mons to 

the officers of the 7th Brigade. It seems that he invited each officer 

to bring a lady friend along. Now, as the brigade had only been in 

Mons a day or two the officers had had little time to get acquainted 

with the elite of the city. On the other hand, they had, in numerous 

cases, met ladies whose acquaintance called for no formal 

introduction — ladies who could lay no claim to unimpeachable 

virtue. So, the Colonel’s lady and Judy O’Grady rubbed shoulders 

at the mayoral banquet, somewhat to the consternation of various 

civic officials, though from all accounts the situation did not 

worry the old mayor much. 
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Nov. 17th — Military police raid a house at the entrance to the 

riding-school, where our horses are stabled. Make arrests of an 

alleged spy. Hear later in the day that he has been released — turned 

out to be a Pole who had not registered. 

Nov. 18th — It is just a week since hostilities ceased, and fellows 

are experiencing a boredom now which they did not know when the 

war was on. As long as the fighting continued there was an aim to be 

achieved but now, with no goal in sight, fellows are getting restless. 

For years Canadian soldiers have longed for a victorious peace and 

looked on it as a cup brimful of happiness, but now it has come about 

it seems a bit in the nature of a mirage. There is keen satisfaction in 

the overthrow of a tyranical power that threatened the entire world, 

yet the humblest buck private can understand why Alexander the 

Great sat down and cried when there were no more worlds to conquer. 

It’s the old story of wanting what you haven’t got and then not 

wanting it when you’ve got it. 

Nov. 19th — Yesterday the 1st Division passed through Mons on 

their way to Germany. The 2nd Division are also reported on the 

move towards the Rhine. We turn in our helmets and gas masks and 

are not sorry to see the last of them. In evening go once more to the 

Dumbells’ H.M.S. “Pinafore” and again enjoy it thoroughly. High 

spot of the evening is the rendering of “He is an Englishman,” which 

gets an ovation from the audience of Canadian soldiers and one feels, 

amidst the cheering as the song ends, that tribute is being paid to the 

British Tommy. Canadians may not understand Thomas Atkins fully, 

but they know enough about him to appreciate his doggedness as a 

fighter, his sporting spirit, his sense of humour, his love of animals, 

and a whole lot more of his characteristics, in short his general 

wholesomeness. 

Nov. 20th — Fine dry weather ends. It is cold and wet today, and 

we are not looking forward to the march eastwards, which is usually 

referred to as “the big hike.” Spend evening in Y.M.C.A. talking to 

former British prisoners. They all tell the same tale regarding food 

while captives in Germany — it was bad both in quantity and quality, 

but they add that German soldiers in the back areas did not fare a 

great deal better. They speak highly of French and Belgian civilians 

who helped them out whenever possible from their own meagre food 

supplies. They found many German officers and N.C.O.’s kindly and 

considerate but others, a minority, harsh and unfeeling. One former 

prisoner is particularly bitter towards a British sergeant placed in 

authority over them by the Germans. He apparently was the 

Wandsworth Prison warden type and generally hated by all who had 

anything to do with him. 

Nov. 21st — Transport inspected in morning by our section 

officer. Inspection in afternoon by the colonel, and tomorrow there is 

to be a brigade inspection. Fellows getting fed up with all this spit- 

and-polish, emanating from Brigade for the most part, and grousing 

is general. “No shining” is to be seen chalked on the walls of the 

school building where the companies are billeted. Now the fighting 

is over there is a general feeling that some time at last should be 

devoted to training men for return to civilian life, but instead of that 

more stress than ever is being placed on button shining and equipment 

washing and blancoing. The powers-that-be would be well advised to 

pay some heed to the writing on the wall. 
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Nov. 22nd — Rawlinson, former scout sergeant who lost an eye in 

the Somme fighting, sends word to me that he is in Mons, and I drop 

round to his billet in the evening. He has a commission now in a 

railroad battalion. Mentions that Lefoe also holds a commission now. 

It was Rawlinson and Lefoe who, after my brother had been killed on 

night patrol in No Man’s Land, at Ypres in ’16, went out the 

following night, at no small risk to themselves, and brought the body 

in. 

Nov. 23rd — Army ordnance dump, located in nearby school 

buildings, lets it be known that they have far more stock on hand than 

they can pack into Germany. Everyone thereupon goes over and gets 

a brand-new outfit of uniform and underwear, regardless of whether 

it is needed or not. The waste in this man’s army is something 

criminal, but war is inevitably wasteful and always has been. This 

same sort of thing probably went on when Moses was a quarter-bloke. 

Nov. 24th — Baseball and football being encouraged in the 

battalion, and very wisely so, our own officers realizing that these 

waiting days are difficult ones. Brigadier addresses all N.C.O.’s of 

the brigade in the city theatre on the matter of discipline. Letters from 

Edmonton tell of the serious ’flu epidemic there. 

Nov. 26th — Arrangements made now for fellows to visit 

Brussels, a party from the battalion leaving every day by lorry. One 

man allotted from our section each day. Spend evening in Tony 

Peterson’s billets. Doc. is there too. Find them ensconced in the lap 

of luxury, with a large well-furnished room all to themselves. Owners 

of the place are comfortably fixed and they bring in little luxuries 

daily. This evening it is coffee, pancakes and jelly. Tony’s one worry 

is lest he should break one of their delicate china cups. He says if he 

does break one the only way he can explain to the old lady how he 

came to do it will be by breaking another one. 

Nov. 27th—The King comes to Mons and it is a gala day for the 

city. Great crowds welcome him as he drives through the streets. This 

ancient city has acclaimed many royal personages during its 

tumultuous history, but it is safe to say that no visiting monarch has 

ever received a greater welcome than that accorded the King of 

England to-day. Battalion concert in evening. Quite a good show, 

with refreshments during the interim provided from the regimental 

fund. The C.O. makes a good speech during the course of the evening. 

Nov. 28th—Fellows were punting a football around outside the 

horse lines this morning when one of them broke the window of a 

nearby house. He went in and offered to pay for it but the owner, an 

old lady, refused to accept anything. All she had to say was a quite 

cheerful “C’est la guerre.” It seems likely that “C’est la guerre” will 

outlive the war a long time and perhaps become an established 

colloquialism. Spend evening once more at Tony’s and Doc’s billet. 

Billy Palmer also drops in. A young artilleryman billeted in the same 

house has a heavy fall and breaks a bone in his foot. His pal goes out 

and gets an ambulance. Old folks at the billet are much concerned 

over the accident. 

They persist in their hospitality and this evening they bring in 

coffee, biscuits and fruit. 
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Nov. 30th — Throughout the years of fighting, rations and mail 

reached battalion headquarters daily, without fail and in good order, 

but now the war is over something has gone wrong with the system. 

Today no supplies arrived until late at night and it was a case of 

getting along on bully and hard tack. A supply train down the line is 

said to have been looted by civilians. One can hardly blame the poor 

devils, many of whom are half starving. 

Dec. 2nd — Mason, A coy. original, drops round to the horse lines 

unexpectedly. Nobody had heard anything of him since the early 

Spring of ’16 when he was wounded. A Coy, was coming through 

Kemmel at the time, it was at night, after four days in the line, when 

a shrapnel shell burst overhead and a small chunk of it hit Mason in 

the backside. It was Red Thompson who remarked afterwards, rather 

unfeelingly, that this was the one and only occasion on which Mason, 

nicknamed Fatty, had been known to make a quick move. Mason tells 

us that his wound was a blightie and he spent two years in England. 

He is now with the military police, being attached to the 4th Division. 

M.P.’s are not a well-liked lot, many being tactless and too officious, 

but Mason’s good nature and affability should ensure his popularity. 

Dec. 4th — My leave comes through. Only six from the brigade 

in this leave batch. Ask the adjutant, when I am getting my warrant, 

how I am to get down to Boulogne. He tells me he has not the foggiest 

idea — I will have to get there the best way I can. Set out for Blighty 

at 4:00 p.m., after a hurried bath. Jump a lorry bound for Valencienes. 

It is full of civilians who have been picked up by the driver. There are 

many civilians, men, women and children, on the roads these days 

returning to their homes, or what is left of them, and lorry drivers are 

doing what they can to help them out. Make good time and get to 

Valencienes by 6:00 p.m. Fall in with one of the Princess Pats, also 

on leave, and we board a G. S. wagon bound for Raismes, the big 

railhead. We are joined by a youngster from the 3rd Divisional 

machine-gunners. On arrival at Raismes we are informed that the 

leave train is expected to pull out from there at 4:00 a.m. the 

following day. Spend night in big shed at the station. There is a stove 

in the building, and we make tea and heat up some maconnachie 

rations. The young machine-gunner and the Pat are excellent 

company and we spend a good evening together. 

Dec. 5th — Up betimes, but there is no sign of any leave train at 

4:00 a.m. About ten o’clock a train loaded with captured German 

ammunition rolls slowly through the station. We ask one of the train 

crew (Canadian) where it is bound for and he shouts back “Arras.” 

We thereupon board one of the open trucks. Later on, when the train 

stops to take on water, we find an empty box car, that is, empty apart 

from two French soldiers who seem to resent our intrusion. It is 

bitterly cold and when the train makes another stop, we rustle wood 

and coke, also an empty can which we improvise into a brazier with 

our bayonets. The wood is damp and our first efforts to get a fire 

going fill the car with smoke, whereupon the two Frenchmen, who 

had been almost morosely silent, suddenly become excited and 

voluble. But the fire builder, the young machine-gunner, only grins 

and remarks, “We’ve got them talking anyhow.” Before long, his 

efforts are rewarded by a red-hot brazier and it is good to sit round it 

and soak up a little heat. “If we had some ham, we’d have some ham 

and eggs if we had some eggs,” remarks the machine-gunner not very 

originally. It about sizes things up though, for the rations we brought 

with us are all gone with the exception of one tin of bully beef. 

Manage however to buy a loaf of bread from a civilian and that, and 

the bully, does us for supper. But everything is hunky-dory for we are 

on our way to Blighty and we talk happily far into the night — the 

two Frenchmen are now sound asleep in a corner of the car. The Pat, 

erstwhile lumberjack, regales us with a stock of Paul Bunyan yarns 

— tells how Paul Bunyan’s great blue ox once stopped on the trail, 

groaned, and made a deposit — and the trail was blocked for three 

weeks. One wonders how and where the first Paul Bunyan tale was 

told — the happy-go-lucky lumberjack who told it little realized how 

he was contributing to the folklore of a nation. The Pat then tells us 

of his boyhood days in the Scotch Highlands — how each boy had to 

carry a lump of peat to school in winter to put on the fire, but there 

happened to be a large stack of peat not far from the school so many 

a chunk was taken off that stack instead of being carried weary miles 

from the boys’ homes. About midnight the train comes to a halt, and 

it remains halted for a couple of hours or more. We learn afterwards 

that the train crew had to be replaced, the first lot having got drunk 

on a case of whiskey they had scrounged somewhere. 

Dec. 6th — Get into Arras in the early hours of the morning. Leave 

our train and jump another one, of empty box cars, headed Boulogne 

way. Once more rustle wood and coke and we soon have a good fire 

going. There are four of us in the car, two C.A.M.C.’s, the Pat and 

my self — we lost the machine-gunner in Arras. The two C.A.M.C 

men have a good supply of rations which they generously share with 

us. Get into Boulogne at 5.00 p.m. Informed that the boat does not 

sail until 9:00 a.m. tomorrow. The Pat and I decide to avoid the leave 

camp on the hill, and we hunt around for a boarding-house. As we are 

walking along the street a boy about eight years of age runs along 

behind us pimping for his sister, no doubt somewhere behind the 

scene. The boy is ill-clad — on all sides in Boulogne is to be seen 

evidence of poverty — and the girl, like as not, has adopted her 

profession through necessity rather than choice. One can only hope 

that a civilization will emerge from this war which will no longer 

make it necessary for a small boy to pimp for his sister in order for 

them to keep body and soul together. The Pat and I eventually find a 

boarding-house, a clean comfortable place. Turn in early, after supper 

in a nearby restaurant, and have a real sleep — something we have 

not had for three nights. 

Dec. 17th — Bed and breakfast at the boarding house leave 

nothing to be desired —and all for eight francs. Then down to the 

docks. Get our passes stamped for the 7th and catch the 9:00 o’clock 

boat. A smooth crossing to Folkstone. Arrive in London at 1.30 p.m. 

A hot bath at the Maple Leaf Club. Meet one of the Forty-twas and 

we have supper together and then take a bus to the theatre area. Find 

all theaters booked up and it is impossible to get a seat. Eventually go 

to a revue in the Australian Y.M.C.A., put on by twenty American 

sailors and twenty Scotch girls, with one or two professional actors 

thrown in. 
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The revue apparently had first been staged at some Scotch port and 

then brought down to London. The gobs, big husky men for the most part, 

are rather a wooden lot and the lassies have to carry most of the show. 

But we are on leave and have a good capacity for enjoyment, and we vote 

the show a good one. Spend an hour or so afterwards in the Eagle Hut, 

talking to Yank soldiers and sailors, and then to bed at the Maple Leaf 

Club. 

Dec. 8th — Leave St. Pancras on the 11:45 a.m. train for my home in 

the Midlands, in a quiet and peaceful Derbyshire village. 

And so ends this war diary. If it has captured anything of the spirit of 

the 49th during these bitter, sweet, sad, happy years the writer will feel 

well rewarded. 

—F. R. HASSE. 

(EDITOR’S NOTE: — This is the 18th and concluding instalment of 

Hasse’s Diary. We know from the numerous letters received during the 

course of its issue how well the “troops” have enjoyed reading of the old 

days through this factual account of Hasse’s. Many have suggested this 

should be printed in book form, but it is an expensive matter to have 

material of this description printed and published where its reading public 

would be, for a unit’s story, naturally limited.) 

 

 

 

John Snider Has Made His Home H.Q. For 

49ers In England 

Walter Hunter Recounts Interesting Experience Which Started in a 

Blackout Offers Walter a Ride in His Car, not Recognizing One 

Another in the Dark 

In a recent letter to his good wife, Captain Walter Hunter told about 

walking along a road in the darkness one night when he was picked up 

by a civilian driving a car. They started naming Canadians whom they 

knew, and, when Walter finally mentioned that he was the Q.M. for the 

South Alberta’s, his companion exclaimed, “Well, for God’s sake, you’re 

not Walter Hunter, are you? It was only then that Hunter discovered that 

his companion was John Snider who has a big laundry business 

somewhere near Aldershot. 

The two old Forty Niners afterwards spent a very pleasant evening 

together. Snider got out his movie outfit and showed pictures of the 

Calgary Stampede, the Rockies and other Canadian Scenes. Walter says 

he slept that night in the same bed that Major Archie Donald had occupied 

a few nights before when on his way back to Canada from Italy. A fine 

shelter in the basement contains a billiard table, fireplace and ... a keg of 

beer. On one side of the wall are written the names of nearly all 49ers 

officers, who were stationed nearby during their stay in England. The 

Snider home was the Headquarters for any and all members of the 

regiment who wished to go there. Even now some of their spare kit is 

stored there. 

John Snider was one of “Steady D”. After the last war he returned to 

Edmonton where he operated a vulcanizing plant before going back to 

England about 1929. During the Vimy Pilgrimage he was met there by a 

number of those who took in that trip. His continued interest in the boys 

is most commendable and well worthy of any old comrade who befriends 

those of the new regiment. John will be recalled as an energetic live- wire 

and those who know him will be glad to learn of his success and good 

works. 

 

JULIEN NASH CHECKS UP 

Julien Nash has written us a letter which is much appreciated. He 

lauds the work of those who produce the “Fortyniner” for which we take 

our humble bow. Nash’s address is 3009 - 17th St. West, Calgary. He 

passed on some information regarding the first ammonal tubes used. The 

invention was the idea of Major Jack Harstone. Nash describes the 

experiment with this forerunner of the Bangalore Torpedo when, at 

Mount Sorrel in the Salient, two tubes were touched off in the German 

wire. 

In his letter Julien pointed out an omission of any mention in our last 

issue of the 66th Battalion being perpetuated in the Edmonton Regiment. 

This oversight is regretted. No less than four hundred and ten good men 

and true went to the 49th after the 1916 June scrap. This was the first 

draft to the regiment in France and many of these former 66th men 

became casualties afterwards. Special reference to such men is made in 

the editorial in this issue. Many a former 66th man added luster to the 

name of the 49th.
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DESPITE ENLISTMENTS FOR ACTIVE SERVICE UNIT 

STRENGTH SHOWS INCREASE IN RANKS OF 2nd (R) BN. 
LOYAL EDMONTON REGIMENT 

Reorganization Under the New Establishment —- Capt. Ronald Martland Commands Mortar Platoon — Tactical Schemes at Winterburn Part 

of Training —Lt.-Col. Hale, M.C., Awarded Efficiency Decoration Inspection by O.C. 41st Reserve Brigade Group. 

By Capt. Reg. Hammond 

 
Complete reorganization and an intensive training program has 

featured the activities of the 2nd (R) Battalion, The Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment here at home since return from the annual summer camp at 

Sarcee last July. 

The commanding officer, Lt. Col. R. W. Hale, 31.C., E.D., assisted 

by Maj. G. D. Kinnard, second- in-command, the company commanders, 

and the active staff of instructors, has advanced the unit training to the 

point where it now is on an extensive scale. 

With the battalion re-organized under the new establishment of 

battalion headquarters, headquarters company, support company and 

three rifle companies, specialist training is now a major part of the 

battalion syllabus. 

A carrier platoon, commanded by 2nd Lt. R. J. McAthey, and a three-

inch mortar platoon is now functioning smoothly in support company 

which is under command of Capt. Ronald Martland. 

Training in these two platoons will continue throughout the winter 

months and by spring the unit should have a group of specialists in 

battalion weapons ready for T.O.E.T.’s. 

Since last reporting in the Forty-Niner magazine, the unit strength has 

increased despite discharges to active service, medical reasons and on 

compassionate grounds. 

Main increase has come from the Concordia College platoon, which 

is now No. 12 platoon in B coy. under Maj. W. D. Batters, and from Fort 

Saskatchewan and the organization of platoons at Lamont and Ross 

Creek. These platoons comprise C coy. under command of Lt. H. B. 

McKim assisted by 2nd Lt. G. A. Stiles. 

Stony Plain platoon commanded by Lt. Lewis is now part of A coy. 

under Maj. Miles F. Palmer. 

Grande Prairie detachment still carries on under Acting Capt. J. 

Mantle, but at the present time exact status of this detachment in the unit 

has not been decided. 

Since last July, the Battalion has appeared in two ceremonial parades, 

the annual church parade of the 49th Battalion Association in August and 

the mammoth Victory Loan parade in October. 

Several battalion Sunday schemes have been held, including balloon 

shoot at the Winterburn ranges. At this shoot many members of the unit 

received practice firing the twin Brens on antiaircraft mounts. Some high 

class shooting resulted, especially from the rifle sections. 

In a social way, the unit has done very well to date. All ranks were 

the guests of the commanding officer at a smoking concert in the Prince 

of Wales Armory in September as a prelude to the opening of the fall 

training program. In November, a battalion dance was held in the Armory 

at which members of the Edmonton Garrison were invited guests. 

All ranks of the unit are proud of the honor recently conferred upon 

the officer commanding, Lt. Col. Hale. Last Aug. 14 it was announced 

that he had been awarded the Canadian Efficiency decoration for long 

service. Lt. Col. Hale served overseas in the First Great War with the 49th 

Battalion, C.E.F. At that time, he held the rank of captain. 

Two members of the unit have received commissions since the last 

report was turned in, Robert J. McAthey and David S. Floyd have been 

appointed second lieutenants. Lt. W. J. Angus, the adjutant, has 

completed an intensive weapon training course at Nanaimo, B.C. 

Over at the Connaught Armory where the administration platoon, 

under Capt. Frank Heron, is located, training has also been proceeding 

apace. The social side, however, has not been forgotten and on Oct. 25 

the platoon held the first in a series of social evenings planned for the 

winter months. 

In December, the unit received a visit from Col. E. R. Knight, V.D., 

Calgary, officer commanding the 41st Reserve Brigade Group. Stores 

and equipment at the Prince of Wales Armory were inspected and Col. 

Knight also witnessed the unit in training. Later he made a special visit 

to Concordia College and inspected the platoon in training there. He was 

accompanied by Lt. Col. Hale, Maj. Batters and Capt. H. R. Hammond. 

Members of the permanent staff of the battalion have been busy 

during December preparing for the big Victory Jamboree in the Armory 

New Year’s Eve. R.S.M. Charlie Laubman and C.S.M. Thomas Booker 

have taken a leading part in helping put this venture of the Reserve Army 

over the top. 
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Cpl. George Edmond Patenaude of Ponoka, who 
has been decorated with the Military Medal for 

gallantry in the Sicilian campaign. 

Major A. S. Donald, D.S.O. who is now in 
Canada on special duty, won decoration in Sicily. 

Corporal Robert Ellenwood was awarded 

Military Medal for gallantry in Sicily. 

 
 

 

HONORS AND AWARDS TO MEMBERS LOYAL 

EDMONTONS 

Citations Cover Deeds of Gallantry and Acts of Great 

Heroism—Decorations Include D.S.O., M.C., D.C.M. and M.M.’s. 

In October, citations for decorations to 52 Canadian Officers and men 

who took heroic parts in the Sicilian campaign were announced from 

Ottawa. These included L.-Col. J. C. Jefferson, Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment, who was awarded the Distinguished Service Order. The 

Military Cross was awarded to Capt. Henry Dolphin Patrick Tighe, of the 

same Regiment. 

Cpl. Robert Wilson, of Red Deer, received recognition for his 

gallantry by being given the Military Medal. Another was L.-Cpl. George 

E. Patenaude who won the Military Medal and a third to receive the same 

award was Pte. Leonard J. Tupper. 

In later issues, it is hoped that the official citations, describing the 

deeds of gallantry, devotion to duty and heroism of these men will be 

published. 

WOUNDED AND DECORATED 

Sgt. A. G. Cheshire has been slightly wounded while in action with 

the 8th army in Italy. He recently was awarded the D.C.M. in recognition, 

of services during the Sicilian campaign. Enlisting with the 1st Bn. in 

Feb. 1940, he went overseas in the following summer and arrived in 

England on August 4th. A brother Pte. C. J. Cheshire has been serving 

overseas with the Edmonton Fusiliers for more than three years. 

Lt. John A. Dougan, 22, of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment has been 

awarded the Military Cross 

He was mentioned in news dispatches during the fighting in Sicily. 

Wounded in both arms and suffering from malaria, he spent three months 

in hospital in North Africa. He is now back in action in Italy. His father 

Sgt. John Dougan, is a veteran of. the First Great War, and has served 

three years with the Canadian Armored Corps. Describing the capture of 

Hill 736 on Aug. 5 by detachments of the Loyal Edmontons under Major 

Donald, Ross Munro wrote that the actual assault was made by 55 men 

led by two subalterns, Lt. Dougan and Lt. Earl Christie. Lt. Christie was 

killed in the action. Lt. Dougan was graduated in arts from the University 

of Alberta in 1942. He was a member of the history club, Gateway staff 

and the C.O.T.C. He received officer’s training at Gordon Head and was 

commissioned in August 1942, after which he went overseas. 

PEART ARIVES HOME 

Sgt.-Major Alfred Peart, arrived home in July after an absence with 

the 1st Bn. of over 3 ½ years. He enlisted in the Battalion Sept. 1939 and 

left in Dec. for overseas. He says, how well the boys have been treated in 

Edmonton, England, and also says, “They are ready for anything”. Sgt.-

Major Peart served with the P.P.C.L.I. in the First Great War and was the 

guest speaker at their association branch meeting in Edmonton one 

Saturday in July, when he described his experiences with the regiment. 

Peart reports to Calgary for further duties in July. One son, Alfred, is now 

with the R.C.A.F. at No. 4 I.T.S. Edmonton, and another son, Thomas, is 

working on the Alaska Highway. A daughter Pat is at the Aircraft Repair. 

A second daughter is married to an army officer and is living at Kingston. 
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49th Battalion Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment Association 
Edmonton - Alberta 

The Annual General Meeting of the 49th Battalion Association was 

held in the Memorial Hall on Wednesday, October 27th, 1943 at 8:30 

o’clock. Major General The Honourable W. A. Griesbach presided. 

The Secretary, Earle Hay read the Minutes of the previous General 

Meeting and these were adopted as read on a motion by Doc. Purvis and 

Norman E. Cook. 

The financial standing of the Association was made the subject of a 

report by the Treasurer, N. H. Jones and this report showed that the 

financial affairs of the Association are in excellent condition, well and 

ably managed by the Treasurer. 

The report was accepted with thanks to the treasurer on a motion by 

Norman E. Cook and Comrade Russell. 

Norman Arnold submitted a most satisfactory report in respect to the 

publication and distribution of the Magazine, showing that a profit was 

obtained on the last publication due primarily to the efforts of the 

Committee. Particular mention in this regard being made to John 

Michaels and Norman Cook. 

This report was accepted on a motion by Messrs Blewitt and Leach. 

A well-prepared report covering funerals of 49ers who passed away 

during the year was presented by J. W. H. Williams, who expressed 

thanks to Comrades Bergman, Cook, Law, Brown and Arnold who acted 

as pallbearers when requested to do so. The report disclosed that five 

funerals had taken place since October 1942 as follows: Andrew G. S. 

McMillan, Robert William McWilliam, George Killips, William Rudd 

and William Henry Jack. The Association wreath was provided in each 

case and pallbearers when required. This report was received with thanks 

to the Committee. Motion by Sgt. Foley and Fred Pinnell. 

It was agreed by all present that the Annual Dinner of the Association 

be held in the Macdonald Hotel on January 8th, 1943 and that the 

necessary arrangements be left in the hands of the incoming Executive. 

Some discussion then took place in regard to the necessity for a more 

active committee to visit Comrades who are ill in hospital, it finally being 

decided to request any members present who would be willing to act on 

such a Committee to give their names and addresses to the Secretary at 

the conclusion of the meeting. During the discussion it was pointed out 

that Charlie Wampler had for a considerable time been active in visiting 

the sick and also that Sgt. Foley was a regular visitor to the University 

Hospital. 

After the meeting adjourned, Frank Porritt, Sgt. Foley and A. L. 

Smith handed in their names and stated that they would act on the 

Association’s Committee to visit the sick. 

At this time Norman Arnold drew the attention of those present to the 

fact that Bert Kidd who is now in the U.S. Merchant Marine was a visitor 

at our meeting and also that he had taken out life membership. This 

announcement and Kidd's introduction to those present drew a hearty 

round of applause. It was also made known to those present that Major 

Holloway had become a life member of the Association. 

The Treasurer was authorized to purchase our usual wreath from the 

Poppy Day Campaign Committee on a motion by Alex Stewart and Harry 

Stonehewer. The Secretary read a communication which had been 

received from Lt. Col. Stillman some time ago and which had been 

replied to on behalf of the Association. 

A Hearty Vote of Thanks to the Ladies Auxiliary to the First 

Battalion, Edmonton Regiment for the continued service rendered by that 

organization to the Regiment now overseas, was passed unanimously by 

those present as a token of our Association’s appreciation. 

“Cap” Roberts and George Crabbe proposed a vote of thanks to Major 

Kinnaird for his continued service to the Association in auditing our 

books and accounts. The proposal was passed unanimously. 

An expression of appreciation to the Canadian Legion for the use: of 

the Memorial Hall in which to hold the Annual Meeting was suggested 

by J. J. Blewitt and Alex Stewart and a vote of thanks by the members 

present was passed unanimously. 

The Treasurer and the Secretary were heartily thanked for their 

services on a motion by Messrs. Stewart and Russell. 

Norman Cook moved and A. L. Smith seconded a motion to the effect 

that the Treasurer be authorized to purchase a $500.00 Victory Bond. The 

motion was carried unanimously. 

The election of Officers for 1943-44 was then proceeded with. 

Major General Griesbach was re-elected President by acclamation. 

Fred Pinnell was elected Vice-President without a dissenting vote. 

At this point Earle Hay asked to be relieved as Secretary on account 

of ill health. No attention was, however paid to his request and he was 

reelected as Secretary by acclamation, as were also Norman Arnold to 

the position of Editor of the Magazine and Corresponding Secretary; 

Norman E. Cook as Assistant Editor of the Magazine. 

Members were elected to serve on the General Executive Committee 

as follows: 

Lt. Col. A. H. Elliott, Lt. Col. R. W. Hale, John Michaels, Sgt. A. 

Gould, J. W. H. Williams, A. L. Smith, Cap. Roberts, Harry Stonehewer, 

Charles Wampler, Jim Wiggam, Wm. Ramshaw, J. J. Blewitt, Sgt. Stubb 

Foley, Dick Stevenson. 

J. W. H. Williams was requested to carry on as Head of the 

Committee for Securing Pallbearers for funerals. 

General Griesbach was heartily thanked for the punch so well enjoyed 

by all at the last Annual Banquet. 

J. W. H. Williams in a few well-chosen words drew attention to the 

advisability of gathering together historic data of the original 49th 

Battalion and asked that members bear his suggestion in mind as he 

intended to ask at some future time that definite steps be taken to this end. 

The meeting then adjourned. 
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Where Is My Wandering Boy? 

 

Alburn F. Procter 309 - 10 U.S. Nat’l Bank 

Bldg. The Dalles, Oregon, writes to acknowledge 

receipt of the Forty-Niner, and also to send along a 
$5.00 contribution to the cigarette fund. He is sorry 

to read of the old friends who have passed away but 

hopes they will be meeting in a better sphere. The 
war is noticed down there by the number of young 

men who are away in the services. He also wonders 

at the number of young soldiers who carry several 
ribbons but thinks they must have some different 

manner of issuing them to the Americans in this 

war. Colonel Kitching was an old school friend of Procter’s as both received their 
education at Cranleigh School. My, did he make the writer’s mouth water when 

he related the amount of fruit he had gathered from his small orchard, pears, 

cherries, apricots and peaches. What a glorious chance for a good scrounging 
battalion, like the 49th, to be billeted near that little lot. We hope he doesn’t suffer 

from the tummy ache! He has heard some of the Attu wounded relate their 

experiences, and like all new armies, they evidently learned a lot from experience. 
Procter sends along his best wishes to all old friends. We thank Alburn for his 

contribution. 

Robert A. Kidd, No. 432084, enlisted in the 49th, Jan. 4th, 1915 and was 
posted to 14 platoon, D coy. He will be remembered as the youthful lad who 

messed up all the good water, he could find by chlorinating it. Kidd was a good 

smart lad and was a very useful member of the battalion. He was discharged May 
30th, 1918. He is now Chief Steward, U.S.A. Navy. His home address is 2130-N 

52nd St. Seattle, Washington. Married with family of three. He also has a son 

serving in the U.S. Navy. Kidd was in Edmonton in October and attended the 
Annual meeting and had a good chinwag with some of his old cronies. He was 

telling the boys he had taken part in the Kiska affair and had been taking a tour 

around the Aleutians. 

Jas. R. MacDonald, who now lives at 1086 Bute St. Vancouver, B.C. had a 

son in Ward 2 of the University hospital last September. We were asked to see 

how he was getting along, but unfortunately when able to get there he had been 

sent home. However, he had made a good recovery from an appendix operation. 

A. T. Willis, of Vancouver, whose son escaped after landing in enemy 

territory, has been home on leave and is now back in England. His Dad said he 

looked well after his experiences. 

N. S. Hall, M53298, 27 Co. V.G. of C. Fernie, B.C. wrote to Neville Jones 
sending his dues so as he puts it he wouldn’t miss the Forty-Niner. He met two 

49ers when he first joined up, Roy Clifford and Ole Olson, both of C coy. He 

enjoys reading about the doings of the old boys and also of the young battalion 
overseas. He hopes sometime to be along to enjoy the “punch” along with the rest 

of the boys, and meet those whom he last saw at Mons late November, 1918. He 

sends his regards to all his old side-kicks. 

Percy B. Holgate 432707, Elbridge, Alta., was in for the November 11th 

parade, and saw some of his old comrades. He says, he is still raising hogs for 

Britain, which keeps him fairly busy. He had good crops this year, but he cannot 

sell because the markets are all blocked. Percy sends his regards to all his old pals. 

Lt.-Col. A. H. Elliott, E.D., was transferred the weekend of Nov. 27th to 

Calgary as administrative officer of the depot. Col. Elliott had been on the staff of 

the Edmonton garrison since the outbreak of the war. 

Fred Denson, No. 436363, enlisted in the 51st, January 11th, 1915. He was 

posted to B coy. on joining the 49th October 1st, 1917 with 7th Can. Trench Mortar 
Battery until November 1918. Wounded in right foot. Discharged, April 1919 with 

4 years and 3 months service. Occupation Manager, English Bay, Bathhouse. 

Married. Home address, 1301-W. Georgia St. Vancouver, B.C. Fred enjoyed the 
magazine and wishes the members of the association and his old pals the very best 

of success. He meets many 49ers when on a visit to the Coast. 

Henry (Harry) Wadlow, who served with C coy. writes to thank the 
association for sending along the magazine which he enjoys very much. He 

forwards his dues to make sure he doesn’t miss any of the issues. In the last issue 

he saw mention of Bill English and says, “I shall always remember Bill as I made 
the first trip in the line at Ypres in Bill’s company. There were six of us to a Bay 

and Bill was the only one who had been in the line before. So, he took charge. The 

Germans sure gave us H ______ the next day, but our Bay came out scot free. I 
believe the 49th lost somewhere around 100 men just holding the line, so I guess 

Bill and the rest of us were lucky. I also went on leave with him, Frank Wells, 

McCrum, and others, and some Forty Twas to Nice in the South of France. We 
had a whale of a time as we were the first Canadians they had seen.” Harry also 

says he is sorry he is too old for this war, but the family is well represented, as he 

has two nephews in the Royal Navy, one on the Renown and the other was on the 
Ark Royal, (but happened to be on leave when she went down), another in the 

R.A.F. and a niece in the W.A.A.C.S., and one a nurse. All have come through 

safely so far. Harry wishes to be remembered to all his old friends. (Editor’s Note 
— The average casualties when holding the line for a four-day trip in front of 

Ypres was about 100). 

Jimmy Thompson, of Montreal, who was latterly in the orderly room and 

kept track of all your misdeeds, was a visitor to Edmonton in December and left 

for Calgary on his way down East. En route he stopped at Camp Shilo to spend a 

day with his young son, Paratrooper James C. Thompson. 

I. W. Anderson, A coy., lives at 6036 Coolbrook Ave. Montreal. He sends 

his thanks for the July issue of the Forty-Niner and was pleased to read of the 
doings of old friends. He says, “I see few of the boys — in fact, none at all here in 

Montreal — but I do hear from my old friend Dick Ottewell now and then. No 

doubt when the war ends, and may that be soon, we will re-establish the Eastern 
Branch of the Association. That Last Post in the magazine is rather distressing. So 

many of the old timers “going West’. I was very sorry to hear that General 

Griesbach had been ill and I hope he has fully recovered.” 

A. Black, Fort Saskatchewan, Alta., was elected to the Provincial executive 

of the civil Service Association of Alberta at the annual convention held in 

Edmonton during the week ending December 4th. Andy as you will all remember 

was one of the stalwarts of C coy. 

In the item “These volunteer to serve Country” in one of our local papers 

appeared the name G. R. Tweedale, Lavoy. We believe this lad must be the son 
of our own “Jock” Tweedale, who served in B coy. and was such a big factor in 

the success of our soccer team. 

Special Constable Larry Hunter, father of Walter Hunter now overseas 
with the South Alberta Regiment, was 84 on Sat. Nov. 27th and said he was proud 

of his two sons and four grandsons in the services. Besides Walter the other son 

is. Lt. James Hunter, Army; grandsons, Lt. L. H. Lavinge, in Scotland: Petty 
Officer Alvin Brohman, Navy; Sgt. Airgunner James Brohman, overseas; Larry 

was a policeman for four years in Quebec City, 15 in Montreal and 27 in 

Edmonton. He now serves at the Strand Theatre. 

Harold Joseph Haight, No. 905163, enlisted in the 194th September 1916. 

He joined the 49th December 1916. Served with 12 platoon, C coy. in both 

battalions. He received a gunshot wound in the back. Discharged September1918, 

after approx. I year and 11 months service. Occupation, Game Inspector, Prov. of 

Alberta. Married, and has a son and daughter. Address, 10625-100th Ave. 

Edmonton, Alta. Haight has become a life member by the payment of the $15 fee. 

He sends his best wishes to all his old friends. 
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George Branton, Beverley, Ryde, Nr. Sydney, Australia, writes to wish 

all his old pals the very best for Christmas and the New Year. George is now 

a regular land lubber for he has had to quit the sea owing to his old leg wound 

not being able to adjust itself to the ups and downs of the ocean. George says 

he has visited most of the islands around the Pacific, and says it is a shame to 

know their beauty is being violated by the fighting now in progress there. We 

all hope George will not be too greatly bothered with his wound now he is 

staying on terra firma. 

Tom James, No. 433128, C coy. and H.Q. in paying his dues wishes to 

be remembered to all the members and thanks them for sending along Forty-

Niner so regularly. He is managing to keep his head above water notwith-

standing all the calls made upon his pocket for the different patriotic war 

movements. 

Art. Hadgkiss, late of Reflection Lake, Edson, and now of Sooke, B.C., 

sends his greetings to all. Here is what he says, “Greetings! to all and sundry. 

Please note my present address — when you send the next mag. I received 

the last one via Edson, and enjoyed the contents, until the wee sma’ hours 

called me from a world of bygones into a land of slumber — my wife says I 

was talking in a strange tongue that night, @ ! ! ; ; : lb, must have been Fred 

Pearce and Bob Wyndham — who always ‘fell in’ last; cause they said — 

someone had to be last, so it might as well be us; this was expressed in a 

foreign tongue, usually, but on account of our frequent visits to Chop suey 

joints together, and a continuous conversation in chop-stick language at such 

gatherings, I was familiar with the usual animated conversation of these two 

incorrigibles. We have a platoon of the 114th Vets Guards at Sooke, and I am 

Corp Brengun instructor. I met Hunter and Drader at the Armoury in Victoria, 

on several occasions, but we don’t go to the city for drill any more on account 

of gas and rubber shortage. We were hoping to get a crack at the Japs out 

here, but I think its all off now.” Art, who as you will all know was one of the 

Battalion’s poets and Hypnotist experts, sends his greetings to all old pals, 

from “Dangerous Dan McGrew.” 

J. W. “Bill” Bowles, 7 967 Fountain Ave., Hollywood, California, sends 

his best wishes for the New Year to all his old pals. 

Hyde John Alexander,Reg. No. 904124. Enlisted February 7, 1916 with 

194th Bn. Trans, to 49th Bn. March 1917, and posted to 12 Platoon, C coy. 

Blown up at Vimy and G.S.W. at Tilloy, 1918. Discharged June 25, 1919, 

with 3 years, 4 months service. Farmer, at Comox, B.C. At present K93419, 

Pte. J. A. Hyde, 31 Coy., Vet'. Guard. 

McDonald, A. J. Enlisted September 15, 1939 with 4 Platoon, H.Q. Coy., 

Loyal Edmonton Regiment. Discharged on account of sickness, December 8, 

1942, with 3 years and 2 months service. Occupation; Mechanic. Now located 

at Wapella, Sask. 

C. W. A. Drader writes us from 25 Company, Veterans Guard of Canada, 

Vernon, B.C., enclosing dues. His home address is: 3628 Douglas St., 

Victoria, B.C. sent to us, as he has done considerable travelling in the course 

of his duties. He mentions meeting many old 49ers on the Coast; Jack Spittal, 

C coy.; Bob Huntley; W. J. Horton; J. A. Hyde, all of whom are in the 

V.G.O.C. and also many others at the 49th Dinner in Vancouver. He sends, 

best wishes to Norman Cook and all the other old friends. Thanks for a very 

interesting letter, old timer. 

We have a letter from Capt. G. R. Tripp of the Perth Regiment, Ontario 

who passes us on word of Hurman, late of D coy. Billy is located at 70 Bridge 

Street, Weston- super-mare, England and we thank him for dues forwarded 

thru Capt. Tripp. 

Dues, and a donation for the Cigarette Fund, reach us from Peter Dunn, 

Lethbridge, Alta. Peter is now working for the Government Telephones in the 

South, but wishes us to remind friends that his permanent address is still at 

New Sarepta, Alta. Thanks for the letter and donation, Pete, always glad to 

hear from you. 

Bob Mayes writes us from 870 Elgin Avenue, Moose Jaw, and sends us 

dues from A. Chalmers, 1134 Wolfe Avenue, Moose Jaw. He tells us of 

meeting recently a lady from Allouagne of late blessed memory and informs 

us that they had quite a “did you know” meeting. That name will bring back 

memories to quite a few of us, eh? Thanks for the letter, Bob, come again. 

We have an Airgraph from G. W. Gale, from Colombo, Ceylon, where 

he is serving. That’s almost a record, I imagine, for us. We heard with regret 

that his eldest son had been reported missing after night operations. We 

extend to our comrade our deepest sympathy and hope by the time this is 

printed there will be brighter news. 

Dues reach us from A. L. Bilton, now of C.O.C.T.C., M.P.O. 302, 

Barriefield, Ontario, whose permanent address is still 7 4 30 21A St., S.E., 

Calgary. Thanks for the letter, A. L. and hope to see you on Church Parade 

one of these years! 

Percy Stephens writes us from Box 67, Beaver Lodge, Alta, enclosing 

dues. Thanks, Percy, always glad to hear from you, how about a bit of news, 

too? 

Charlie Walker writes us from Camrose, regretting his inability to make 

the Church Parade this year, official duties being the reason for his non-

attendance. His son, George, with the R.C.A.F., is now in England and the 

other boy, Jack, is now a L.A.C. in the same Arm. That’s living up to the old 

tradition, Charlie and we are proud of you all. 

Dues, and Cigarette Fund donation, from J. Hartnoll, Rte 2, Box 45, 

Chino, California. Thanks for the letter and contents, comrade, we are always 

glad to hear from you. 

A welcome letter reaches us from R. C. Ames, Canadian Bank of 

Commerce, Toronto, with dues. His remarks re the magazine were much 

appreciated and will, with the others received, spur us on to greater efforts, as 

we know any time spent on it, is well spent. R. C. tells us his eldest boy is in 

the R.C.A.F. with three- and one-half years’ service, two in England, and 

another also well on the way to becoming a pilot. Just another case of “like 

father, like son”, men. Thanks for the letter, R.C., we’ll be looking out for 

another soon. 

Dues from J. H. Coward, of Donnelly, Alta. Thanks, J. H. your letters 

come along as regularly as the seasons, and with them, always kind remarks 

for the Mag. 

From Prince George, B.C., we hear from Sergeant (yes’m this war) Bob 

Ames. Thanks for the letter and dues, Bob, lets hear from you again soon. 

Metiskow, Alta., sends us news and dues from Pat Ford. Thanks, Pat, 

glad you still like the country. Too bad we couldn’t see you on the Church 

Parade, old timer, perhaps another year, eh ? 
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OFFICERS OF LOYAL EDMONTONS IN SICILIAN CAMPAIGN 

 
These Officers, many of whom left Edmonton with the Regiment and have been overseas since December 15th, 1939, are veterans of more than a few 

engagements in both Sicily and Italy. General Sir. Bernard Montgomery, Commander of the British 8th Army, with whom the Edmonton’s have fought in Sicily 

and Italy, paid high tribute to the members of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment when he said, “You’re as good as, if not better than, the best in the 8th Army. 

I’m proud to have you with me.” A good many of those shown above will be readily recognized by those who knew them in civilian life.  

N.C.O.’s. OF LOYAL EDMONTON REGIMENT IN SICILIAN CAMPAIGN 

 
In the above picture are shown Sergeants and other non-commissioned officers of the Edmonton’s who are now doughty veterans of many engagements 

with the Germans. Quite a number have been decorated for deeds of gallantry and have been mentioned in broadcasts from the battle fronts. From what has 

been said of the fighting qualities of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment, there is no doubt but that the old claim still holds true that the N.C.O.’s are the backbone 

of the British Army. Since the above pictures were taken several have made the supreme sacrifice or suffered wounds.  
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DO YOU REMEMBER? 
Most of you will have some interesting incidents you can recall. Write and let us know of them. It needn’t be long, short and pithy has it! 

 

FORERUNNER OF BANGALORE TORPEDO WAS 

INVENTED BY 49er OFFICER 

In 1915, “Fighting Jack” Harstone Introduced Type of Bomb 

which has Since Developed into Bangalore Torpedo, Various Forms 

of Booby Traps and Other Weapons of Destruction — Original 

Torpedo Tried Out on Kemmel Front. 

Much has been said about the uses and destructive features of the 

Bangalore Torpedo in the present war. Few of us know that it was one of 

our old crowd, none other than “Fighting Jack” Harstone who invented 

the forerunner of this weapon. Out of it was developed the land mine and 

the booby trap and various kinds of tubular torpedoes which have recently 

wrought such havoc on the Japs in the Southern Pacific, to say nothing 

of what good uses have been made of it in the fighting in Sicily and Italy. 

J. B. Harstone, who was originally a B coy officer, is now Lieut. Col. 

John B. Harstone, O.B.E., D.S.O., of Bowser, Vancouver Island. His old 

friend, Bert Tayler, now residing at Brendon, N. Devon, England has 

supplied some of the details to us. These have been confirmed by Lt.-Col. 

Harstone himself. 

Early Knowledge of Explosives 

Jack Harstone was an experienced hard rock driller and explosives 

man with Foley, Welch & Stewart, railroad contractors, on the Rodgers 

Pass job. It was here that he gained an early knowledge of demolition 

work with explosives. This served him in good stead later. Perhaps this 

little story might clear up any doubt as to who should be given credit for 

the invention and its early uses. 

Jack Invented a Better Torpedo 

In December 1915, Lieut. Harstone as his rank then was 

experimented with the 2nd Division Engineers with a push borer 

explosive implement. This was a four-inch pipe, filled with ammonal, 

and was intended to be pushed through the ground to serve as a land mine. 

Advising against its use in that form, Harstone was given an opportunity 

to invent something better. It was then that the Bangalore Torpedo was 

conceived and developed for shattering barbed wire entanglements. This 

torpedo was in cylinder form, two and a half inches in diameter and in 

lengths which could be made a little greater than the depth of wire to be 

destroyed. A pointed wooden plug fitted into the front end. A flat plug-

filled the other end, a hole through it allowing a fuse to enter the pipe. 

The fuse was an instantaneous one and touched off a powerful detonator, 

which in turn set off the explosive in the tube itself. It was in this way 

that wire was demolished by this torpedo. The explosive was ammonal, 

the ingredients of most bombs and grenades used in the last war. 

Another Type Coiled Like a Rope 

A second type of torpedo to destroy wire was a heavy canvas cylinder 

filled with explosives. This could be coiled like a rope for easy carrying. 

It was thrown across the wire to be blown. It also saves good results, 

better perhaps than the one which had to be pushed through the wire to 

be demolished and laid on the ground, where stakes and rails made its use 

difficult. 

Sergeant Fowlie of B coy. and L/Cpl. Sheerman were Jack Harstone’s 

helpers in the first experiment with the ammonal tube. This was made on 

the Kemmel front. This test was not altogether successful on account of 

certain conditions, but it was a practical test which showed that the 

torpedo had great possibilities. Some of the Engineers discouraged its 

use. About this time, however, the War Office learned of the invention. 

Demonstrations Show Good Results 

Sir Sam Hughes who was in England summoned Jack to London. 

Demonstrations were made before high-ranking army officers. These 

were followed by further demonstrations before Sir Trevor Dawson of 

Vickers Ltd. at the latter’s Dartmouth plant. Results were excellent. In 

one case only a single strand of wire remained after the tube exploded. 

A show was put on at Shorncliffe soon after with Harstone in charge 

of a boring machine type of explosive torpedo. This was also a success 

but primitive in its method of use. The Ingersol-Rand people made a 

drilling machine to “Fighting Jack’s” specifications. This was a great 

success. They were sent to France and used extensively on minor 

demolition work. 

Inventions Contributed to Success 

After further experimenting with his inventions, Lieut. Harstone 

returned to the battalion and took over B coy. It was here that he was 

given a further opportunity of putting the torpedo he had perfected to 

much good use. Later, on the Somme, and, later still, when Jack went to 

the Railway Troops, this weapon and others he invented were the means 

of much destruction which contributed to successful engagements with 

the enemy. Because of his initiative in both battalion duties and those 

narrated in this story, Jack Harstone was successively promoted to 

Captain, then given his majority and ended up with the rank of Lieutenant 

Colonel, and the decorations of O.B.E. and the D.S.O. 

This story is deserving of much greater-space and more detailed 

descriptions. Someday it will perhaps be written up at greater length in 

which story Jack Harstone will be accorded the full credit for what is due 

him. 
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Ladies’ Auxiliary to the (49th) Loyal 

Edmonton Regiment 
We are in the midst of a very busy season having just finished one of 

the most successful bazaar sales we have ever put on. This time the sale 

consisted of needlework knitted goods and toys, with wonderful 

quantities of home cooking which were snapped up almost as soon as the 

sale opened. We made a profit of $153.30. 

Shopping is difficult, particularly getting 800 of any one article so 

that our Christmas parcels were not as interesting as we would have liked. 

We sent Christmas cake, canned meat, soap and shaving cream. We have 

just received a cable from Col. Jefferson in reply to our request as to 

whether he could use money to good advantage in getting some extras for 

a special occasion. We were very glad to get his wire saying such an 

arrangement would be possible and we hope the men of the regiment will 

enjoy whatever is provided for them. Every month we subscribe to the 

Cigarette Pool and at Xmas time we were able to send an extra 8100.00 

worth of cigarettes addressed to the Officer Commanding Loyal 

Edmonton Regiment. We trust that in this way our men will have had a 

few extra smokes. 

Earlier in the season we sent 2,000 packages of Life Savers but up to 

the present we have not heard if these have reached the Regiment. 

One of the most interesting of our events is the Gymkhana. The horse 

racing, jumping and fancy riding attract a splendid crowd and an added 

attraction this year was the display of army guns and field kitchen. By 

kind permission of Col. Hale, the band of the 2nd Bat. Loyal Edmonton 

Regt. was also in attendance and added greatly to the pleasure of the 

afternoon. This event brought us in a profit of $320.00. Our October event 

was a very successful tea in the lounge of the Garneau Theatre. At our 

annual meeting in September the following officers for the year 1943-44 

were elected: 

President, Mrs. A. E. Newton; Vice-Pres., Mrs. Alan Purvis; 

Secretary, Mrs. C. G. Mundy; Treasurer, Mrs. J. R. Turner; Executive, 

Mrs. John Michaels; Mrs. D. A. Petrie; Mrs. J. C. Jefferson; Mrs. R. W. 

Hale; Mrs. Bert Millar; Mrs. R. F. Jackson and Mrs. G. L. MacLachlan. 

Total membership for the 1942-43 year was 56 members. 

Mrs. G. C. Mundy, Secretary. 

INFORMATION REQUESTED 

We have received a letter from Mrs. Norah M. Shannon-Hammell, 

widow of M15887, Sgt. James Shannon-Hammell of the 1st Bn. Loyal 

Edmonton Regiment, telling of his death in action in Sicily. Mrs. 

Hammell has received some nice letters from the regimental officers and 

the padre, giving some news of her husband’s death, but she is anxious 

to hear further from anyone who has any knowledge of the circumstances 

attending the action, his death and burial. The address is: Mrs. Norah M. 

Shannon-Hammell, Oranmore, Longden Rd. Shrewsbury, Shropshire, 

Eng. Mrs. Hammell, included some quotations from the letters she 

received telling of the esteem in which he had been held by all officers 

and other ranks. Lieut. Madore, “Apart from being an excellent sergeant, 

with deep affection for the men under him and a sincere loyalty to his 

officers, Jim was a personal friend of mine to whom I could turn for wise 

advice in action . . . Capt. H. W. Smith, “Your husband was killed in the 

last action in which our regiment took part in the Sicilian campaign. This 

fight has made history in this war, since two platoons (about 60 men) 

attacked a mountain top held by over 150 Germans and was most 

successful ... he was interred by the regimental padre at a full parade of 

the company who were particularly found of Jim.” Padre Capt. 

McClennan. “ ... He was without question one of our most popular men 

and one of our bravest and best soldiers. He was entirely fearless and his 

leadership inspired his men and on more than one occasion he and they 

won undying honor for themselves and their Regiment . . . the whole 

Regiment felt his loss very keenly not only as a soldier but as a sincere 

and dear friend. (Sgt. James Shannon-Hammell was buried on the top of 

Hill 736 about 5 miles N. E. of Regalbuto). 
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CASUALTY LISTS IN SICILIAN CAMPAIGN  
SHOW MAJOR PART TAKEN BY LOYAL EDMONTON REGIMENT 
 

   
PTE. IRA SHAW (Killed in Action) PTE. ERNEST B. RHIND (Killed in Action in Sicily) CAPT. BRYAN B. TAYLOR 

(Killed in Mediteranean Area) 
Scan these pages not lightly, for the scars our brothers bear are the vivid truth of their valour and high mindedness. 

 
August 20, 1943 

Dangerously Wounded 

Dougan, David, Act. L.-Cpl., M167 38, Mrs. 
Catherine Dougan (mother), 12848 Fort Trail, 

Edmonton (wife overseas). Severely Wounded 

Moisey, Stephen George, Pte., M16603, 
Gregory Henry Moisey (father), Andrew, Alta. 

Wyllie, David Marshall, Pte., M16787, 

William Wyllie (father), 6726-127 Ave., Edmonton. 
August 21, 1943 

Died of Wounds 

Buxton, Arthur John, Pte., Mrs. Phyllis Mary 
Buxton (wife) Blue Ridge, Alta. Severely Wounded 

Rees, Wyndham, Pte., Mrs. Frances Mae Rees, 

(wife) 309 Kitchen Bldg., Edmonton. 
Wounded 

Cove, Harry Gordon, Cpl., Mrs. Margaret 

Cove (wife) Medicine Hat. 
Medcalfe, Russell, Pte. Thomas Medcalfe 

(brother) Watino, Alta, (wife overseas). 

Raper, Wilfred, Pte., Mrs. Vera Raper (wife) 
Box 69, Lavoy, Alta. 

Swelin, Elsworth, Pte., Mrs. Christine Swelin 

(mother) Hughenden, Alta, (wife overseas). 

August 23, 1943 

Wounded 
Harris, Geoffrey Thomas, Lieut. Mrs. 

Florence Agnes Harris (mother) 10753 79th Ave. 

Edmonton. 
Madore, "Jacques Lucien, Lieut., Mrs. J. C. 

Burger (mother) 10167 114th St., Edmonton. 

Missing in Action 

Newton, Albert Edmund, Capt., Mrs. Mary 

C. Newton (wife) 11118 61st St., Edmonton. 

 
 

 

Wounded 

Berreth, Frederick George, Pte., T. H. 

Berreth (father), Hardisty, Alta. 
Chalopa, John Frank, Pte., Mrs. Malvin 

Chalopa (mother), 9454 101 Ave., Edmonton. 

Duncan, James, Pte., Mrs. Donald McPherson 
(aunt), Sexsmith, Alta. 

Greene, Edward George, CSM., Mrs. Emily 

Greene (wife), 9127 118 Ave, Edmonton. 
Ireland, Frank Lawrence, Pte., Patrick 

Ireland (father), High Prairie, Alta. 

Johnston, Alfred Clarkson, Pte., Mrs. Ruth 
Johnson (mother), general delivery Lougheed, Alta. 

Kiefert, Rudolph, Cpl., Emanuel Kiefert 

(brother) general delivery, Wetaskiwin, Alta. 
Levitt, Elbert Dewey, Acting Sgt., Mrs. Edna 

May Levitt (mother), Provost, Alta. 

McAra, David McEwan, Acting L.-Cpl. Mrs. 
Flora McAra (mother), 11643 84 St., Edmonton, 

Alta. 

McLeod, Frank Walter, Pte., Mrs. Frederick 
McLeod (mother), Fort Smith, North West 

Territories. 

Mearon, Sydney. Pte., Joseph Mearon (father), 

Prairie Echo, Alta. 

Newstead, Alfred Earl, L.-Cpl. Mrs. Margaret 
J. Newstead (wife), Maidstone Sask. 

Stevenson, Rodney Blair, Acting L.- Cpl., 

Mrs. Nellie Stevenson (mother), 10633 128 St., 
Edmonton. 

Swanson, Bert Clarence, Pte. Mrs. Ellen 

Swanson (mother), New Westminster, B.C. 
Wright, Charles Chester, Acting Cpl. Mrs. 

Marina Susan Wright (wife-*. Ghost Pine Creek, 

Alta. 
 

August 24, 1943 

Wounded  

Boucher, George, Pte., M65292, Mrs. Olivina 

Boucher (wife), Lac La Biche, Alta. 
Kloberdanz, Marcus, Pte., M104459, John 

Kloberdanz (father), General Delivery, Provost, 

Alta. 
Delaney, Peter Leslie, Pte., H60130, Mrs. 

Francis Helen Delaney (wife), 327 Union Ave., 

Winnipeg. 
Gilchrist, Alexander Anderson, Capt., 

William R. Gilchrist (father) 9607 106 St., 

Edmonton. 
Killed in Action 

Brimacombe, Leslie, Pte., Mrs. Mary 

Catherine Reeves Brimacombe (mother), Saltcoats, 
Sask. 

Desjarlais, Josef Theodor, Pte., Mrs. Carline 

Desjarlais (mother), McMurray, Alta. 
Gair, William Albert, Pte., David Sheppard 

Gair (father), Strome, Alta. 

Huff, Andrew, Pte., Mrs. Mary Huff (mother), 
Hazeldine, Alta. 

McLeod, Neal Findlay, Pte., Mrs. Georgina 

Alberta McLeod (mother), Elburne, B.C. 

Masters, Jack, Pte., Plymouth, Eng. 

Munro, John Jamieson, Pte., Kincardine, Ont. 
Rasmussen, James Nelson, Pte., Jens Nelson 

Rasmussen (father), Hythe, Alta. 

Robinson, Laurence, Pte., Mrs. Lillian Juliette 
Robinson (wife), 11230 90 St., Edmonton. 

Vickery, Jack, Euart, Cpl. Mrs. Florence 

Murphy (sister), Vancouver, B.C. Died of Wounds 
Wagstaff, Francis Thomas, Cpl., Ernest 

Wagstaff (father), Athabasca, Alta., (wife overseas). 

Seriously Wounded 

Forbes, Thomas James, Pte., Mrs. Lucy 

Olivia Forbes (mother), Peers. Alta. 



Jan 1944    No. 38             THE FOURTY NINER 
 

Page 29 of 48 
 

 

   
MAJOR W. G. BURY. D.S.O. (Original O.C. of D coy. 

made Supreme Sacrifice) 
PTE. WILLIAM RICH (Died of Wounds in Sicily) LT. JACK PRATLEY 

(Died of Wounds in Sicily) 
 
Wounded 

Able, Leon Frederick, Pte. Mrs. Eileen Able (wife) 

Styal, Alta. 

Allan, Gordon Francis, Pte., Mrs. Nellie Cane Allan 

(mother) Alliance, Alta. 

Battersby, Lloyd George, Pte., Allandale, Ont. 

Camfield, Sydney Christopher, Pte., Mrs. Ariel 

Genivieve Camfield (wife), 12011 122 St., Edmonton. 

Campbell, Gordon, Pte., Mrs. Nellie Campbell 

(mother) Winnipeg. 

Donson, Henry, Pte., Mrs. Julie Worsnick (mother), 

(address unknown). 

Grove, Frederick Waler, Pte., Mrs. Kate Elizabeth 

Grove (mother), Boyle, A let. 

Majer, Raphael, Acting L.-Cpl., Mrs. Isabella Majer 

(mother) Anselmo, Alta. 

Orwold, Joseph Sigfred, Pte., Mrs. Sigfred Orwold 

(mother), Meadow Lake, 

Sobkiw, Karl, Pte., Brantford, Ont. 

Sonier, Lazare, L.-Cpl., Sheila, N.B. 

Stark, Tony Martin, Pte., Mrs. Rose Stark (mother) 

Fairview, Alta. 

Sutherley, William., George Sutherley (father) 

Ashmont, Alta., (wife overseas) 

Switzer, Edwin Arnold Pte., Frank Switzer (father) 

Winnipeg. 

Wright, George Geoffrey Beatie, Pte. George Edward 

Wright (father), Provost Alta, (wife overseas). 

 

August 30, 1943 

Wounded 

Young, Jack, Pte., Ernest Young (father), Swalwell, 

Alta. 

Plant, Ronald Vernon, L.-Cpl., Mrs. Jeannette Plant 

(wife), Jarvie, Alta. 

Hempstock, William John, Pte., David Hempstock 

(father), Battle Lake, Alta., wife overseas). 

Henke, Sigmund William, Pte., William Henke 

(father), Bloomsbury, Alta, wife overseas). 

 

August 31, 1943 

Killed in Action 

Blaylock, William, Pte., K69073, Wiliam Musgrave 

(uncle), 6384 Elgin St., Vancouver. 

Byrant, Frank Nolan, Cpl., M17 39 3, Mrs. Beatrice 

Bryant (mother), Jasper, Alta. 

Zilnic, Sergie, Pte., K38602, Onufrey Zilnic (father), 

Lang Bay, B.C. 

 

Wounded 

Harkot, Raymond Chester, Pte., M102105, Mrs. 

Victoria Harkot (mother), General Delivery, Lac La Biche, 

Alta. 

Killed in Action 

Atkinson, Harry, Pte., Grand-Over- Sands, England. 

Baxter, Edward Roy, Pte., Albert Baxter (father), 

Burnaby, B.C. 

Cameron, James Alexander, Pte., Mrs. Anne Cameron 

(wife), 217 Elgin Apts., Edmonton. 

Gill, Dick, Pte. Mrs. Emma Gill (stepmother), Spirit 

River, Alta. 

Hallett, Varley Stevens, Pte., Gaythorn Hallet 

(brother), Marsden, Sask. 

Lasky, Harold James, Pte., James Lasky (father), 

Vegreville, Alta. 

Smith, Frederick Henry, Cpl., Joseph Henry Smith 

(father), High Prairie, Alta., (wife overseas). 

Wounded 

New, Victor Gordon, Pte., Mrs. Elsie New (wife) 

Chauvin, Alta. 

Townsend, Claude Andrew, Pte., Claude Baron 

Townsend (father) Pickardville, Alta. 

 

September 2, 1943 

Killed in Action 

Bury, William Gledstanes, Maj., Mrs. Margaret M. 

Bury (wife), 10933 80 Ave. Edmonton. 

Died of Wounds 

Childs, Alfred William George, Pte., Mrs. Harriet 

Childs (mother), Grande Prairie, Alta. 

Davison, Bruce Donald, Pte., Robert Davison (father), 

Enderby, B.C., (wife overseas). 

O’Coffey, Patrick Francis, L.-Cpl., Mrs. M. A. 

O’Coffey (mother), Fort McMurray, Alta. 

Ritchie, Renwick, Pte., Mrs. Hugla Eva Auguste 

Ritchie (wife), Wetaskiwin, Alta. 

September 3, 1943 

Wounded 

Saxby, Stanley Gordon, Pte., M15850, John Lindaman 

Saxby, (father), R.R. No. 2 Lousana, Alta. 

September 4, 1943 

Missing in Action 

Harris, Arnold Leslie, Cpl., Mrs. Elsie June Harris 

(wife), New Westminster, B.C. 

McCormack, Arthur Edward, Pte., Arthur Edward 

McCormack, (father), 10547 81 St., Edmonton. 

McEachern, Howard, Pte., Neil McEachern (father), 

Fort Saskatchewan, Alta. 

 

September 7, 1943 

Killed in Action 

Hammell, James Shannon, Sgt., William McKee 

(Stepbrother), Prince Albert, Sask. 

Wounded 

Adair, William Evan, Pte., Barton Turf, Norfolk, 

England. 

Atkinson, Harold Blatchford, Pte., Charles Alkinson 

(father), Goodfare, Alta. 

Bell, Ronald Thomas, Pte., Mrs. R. Bell (mother), 

Redcliffe, Alta. 

Bolnow, Pete, Pte., Mrs. Annie Bolnow (mother), 

Verdun, Sask. 

Casrain, Joseph Leopole, Pte., Montreal. 

Copp, Charles Frederick, Pte., Newcastle, N.B. 

Fitzmaurice, Lloyd, Pte., Mrs. Mary Jane Fitzmaurice 

(wife), New Westminster, B. C. 

Galloway, James, Pte., Cumberland, Ont. 

Gemmell, Robert, Pte., Mrs. Francis Taylor (aunt), 

Calgary. 

Harkin, Lawrence, Pte., Fournier, Ont. 

Hernberg, Stanley John, Pte., Mrs. Christina Hernberg 

(mother), Breton, Alta. 

Johnson, Invar Gunnstann, Pte. Mrs. Elsie Marjorie 

Johnson (wife), Calgary, 

Lawrence, Henry Martin, Pte., Martin Lawrence 

(father), Drumheller, Alta, (wife overseas). 

Lewis, Gabriel, Pte., William Lewis (brother), Good 

Fish Lake. Alta. 

Long, John Albert, Pte., Oshawa, Ont. 

McKenzie, William John, Pte., Mrs. Georgina 

McKenzie (mother) Vancouver 

McLean, Donald Hector, Pte. Hector MacLean 

(father), Rochford Bridge, Alta  

McLennan, William Maxwell, L.-Cpl., Clayton 

Harvey McLennan (father), Ryley, Alta. 

McPherson, Dugald. Mathieson, Pte., Mrs. Florence 

Violet McPherson (wife), 10262 109 St. 
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PTE. THOMAS SCOTT 

(Killed in Action) 
PTE. HERBERT JONES 

(Killed in Action) 
CPL. FRED SMITH (Killed in Sicilian Campaign) 

 

Marshall, Robert McDowell, Pte., Mrs. Jean 

Marshall (mother), 11707 82 St., Edmonton. 

Haynes, Angus, Pte., Mrs. Nellie Percy 
(mother), Harrowly, Man. 

Owens, Cecil Gordon, Pte., Mrs. Mary Victoria 

Owens (mother), 11727 89 St., Edmonton. 
Prowd, Robert Stevenson, Pte., Mrs. Margaret 

Prowd (mother), Hazelmere, Alta. 

Purves, William, L.-Cpl., William John Purves 
(father), Kieskun Hill P.O., Alta. 

Rich, Thomas, Pte., Mrs. Pearl Rich (mother), 

Carbondale, Alta. 
Ruddick, Leslie Arnold, Pte., Mrs. Matilda 

Ruddick (mother), Ponoka. 

Smith, Walker Warren, Pte., W. A. Smith 

(father), Therien, Alta. 

Stiles, Jack Purdy Cpl., Mrs. Madeline Alice 

Stiles (wife), Grande Prairie, Alta. 
Strome, Olaf Edgar., Albert Cunninham 

(friend), Marsden, Sask, (wife overseas) 

Tulloch, Fred Lloyd, L. St., Mrs. Elsie Tulloch 
(wife), Ponoka, Alta. 

Walker, Robert, Pte., Deaf Hill, Trimdeau 

Station, Durham, England. 
White, Leon Donald, Pte., Narrows B.C. 

Wolfe, Gordon Warren, Pte., Mrs. Lena Wolfe 

(wife), Kinuso, Alta. 
Woren, Michael, Pte., Sgt. Michael Woren 

(father), R.C.A.F., Tofino, B.C. 

Bilsky, James, Mrs. Cassie Bilsky, (mother), 
Lincoln, Alta. 

Kennett, John Albert, Pte., Mrs. Albert E. 

Kennett (wife), Blue Ridge, Alta. 
Warren, Lorne Clyde, L.-Cpl., Mrs. Margaret 

Warren (wife), Vegreville, Alta. 

Missing in Action 
Nolan, John, Cpl., Miss Antoinette Nolan 

(sister), Sub P.O. 18, Edmonton. 

September 8, 1943 
Died of Wounds 

Diebold, Jack Frederick, Pte., Mrs. Mary 

Barbara Diebold (wife), Blairmore Alta. 
Dangerously Wounded 

Cartier, Archibald, Pte., Diamond Cartier 
(father) Fabyan, Alta. 

Poholko, Peter, Pte., Mrs. Jennie Pokolko 

mother), Columbine, Alta. 

Seriously Wounded 

Knight, Arthur Albert, London, Eng. Wounded 

Ashmore, James Earl, Pte., Mrs. Annie 
Ashmore (mother) Blue Ridge, Alta. 

Bailey, James Alfred Mark, Pte., Mrs. Lavonne 

Elizabeth Bailey (wife), Bowsman, Man. 
Baker, Norman William, Pte., Orilla, Ont. 

Barker, Reginald, Pte., Ernest Baker (father) 

Vancouver. 
Bilou, Clifford Bernard, Pte., Herman Bilou 

(father), Bashaw, Alta. 

Bower, James Edward, Acting L.-Cpl. Pte. 
Alfred Bower (brother), Canadian Army Overseas. 

Colbeck, Arthur Charles, Pte., Southwick, 

Sussex, Eng. 

Clarke, Ernest Frank, C.S.M., Mrs. Margaret 

Gropp (mother), Swift Current, Sask. 

Crow, James Hope, Acting L.-Cpl., West 
Calder, Midlothian, Scotland. 

Devore, Elmer, Pte., Mrs. May Devore 

(mother), 10915 75 Ave., Edmonton. 
Erickson, Albert William, Pte., Mrs. Vera 

Milton (sister), Stettler, Alba. 

Escott, John Douglas, Pte., Mrs. Alice Escott 
(mother), Pine Lake, Alta. 

Gabbey, Harold Gordon, Pte., Violet Anne 

Gabbey (wife) No. 23 Elementary Flying Training 
School, Davidson, Sask. 

Gattolliot, Roland Alexander, Pte., Mrs. Mary 

Gattolliat (mother), General Delivery, Brierville, 
Alta. 

Glaude, Phillip, Acting Cpl., Mrs. Sally Glaude 

(mother), Ponoka, Alta. 
Jinks, Leslie, Pte., W. H. Jinks (father), 11828 

54 St., Edmonton. 

Jones, Sidney Benjamin, Acting L.-Cpl. Ben 
Jones (father), 12012 58 St. Edmonton. 

Krinisky, Tony, Pte. Miss Rose Krinisky 

(sister), The Pas, Man. 
Lyttle, Edward James, Pte., Robert Lyttle 

(father), Ashmont, Alta. 

McKain, Mark Arthur, Pte. Mrs. Lina McKain 
(mother), General Delivery Kevisville, Alta. 

McKenzie, Donald James, Pte. Jack McKenzie 
(father), Athabasca, Alta. 

Mitchell, Cyril Mathew. Pte., Joe Mitchell 

(father), Outlook, Sask. 

Peters, Harold Loraine, Pte., Mrs. Iola Peters 

(mother), Ponoka, Alta. 

Phillips, Arthur Gair, Pte., William G. Gair 
(cousin), Killam, Alta. 

Rennie, Douglas Joffe, Pte., Mrs. Ella Rennie 

(mother), Vegreville, Alta. 
Rowntree, George, Pte., Mrs. Kathleen 

Margaret Rowntree (wife), 960 Seventh St. S., 

Lethbridge, Alta. 
Scholes, John Philip, Pte., Mrs. Mary Scholes 

(mother), R.R. No. 1, Coronado Alta. 

Scramstad, Clifford Merlin, Acting L.-Cpl., 
Mrs. Estine Scramstad (mother) Ste. 19, Arlington 

Apts., Edmonton. 

Seagrave, Irving George, Pte., Mrs. Segna 

Seagrave (mother), Ponoka, Alta. 

Strauss, Theodore John, Pte., Mrs. Vera 

Strauss (wife) 11147 51 St., Edmonton. 
Tronnes, Harry, Pte., Hamilton. 

Turner, Kenneth Herbert, Pte., Mrs. Elizabeth 

Jane Turner (wife), Box 14, R.R. No. 5, Edmonton. 
Whitehead, Clifford Andrew, Pte., Adam 

Whitehead (father) Hardisty, Alta. 

Zak, Joseph Stanley, Pte., Mrs. Mary Zak 
(mother) Box 73, Blairmore, Alta. 

September 10, 1943 

Killed in Action 
Kellaway, Gilbert Wilfred, Lieut., Galesburg, 

Ill. 

Died of Wounds 
Pratley, John Leslie, Lieut., Maj. Raymond 

John Pratley (father), 9728 106 St., Edmonton. 

Wounded 
Dougan, John Alpine, Lieut., Barrie., Ont. 

Henderson, George Robertson, Lieut., George 

Robertson Henderson (father), 2212 Rose St., 
Regina. 

Scott, Robert Allen, Lieut., Robert James Scott 

(father), 12052 93 St., Edmonton. 
Turner, Henry Maurice, Lieut., Mrs. Thurza 

May Turner (wife) 10255 114 St. Edmonton. 

Missing 
Starling, Cave Johnson, Capt., Mrs. Frances 

Starling (wife) Abbey, Sask. 
Severely Wounded 

Hardy, Donald Barnes, Pte., M16885, Mrs. 

Ella M. Hardy (wife) Tofield, Alta. 
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LIEUT. REG. O’DONNELL (Killed in Action in Sicily) LIEUT, KELLAWAY 

(Killed in Action) 
LIEUT. EARL CHRISTIE 
(Medico Killed in Action) 

Wounded 
Brodyk, Nickolas, Pte., M10497 3, Mrs. Annie 

Brodyk (mother) Smoky Lake, Alta. 

Crozier, David Lloyd George, Pte., M53060, 
William Lloyd Crozier (father) R.R. No. 2 St. 

Albert, Alta. 

Driscoll, Richard Cormac, Pte., M36469, Mrs. 
Rosie Driscoll (mother), Pashley, Alta. 

Farquhar, William, Pte., Keith Banffshire, 

Scotland. 
Farrell, Harvey George, Sgt., M16576, James 

Smith Farrell (father) Blackie, Alta, (wife overseas). 

Inglehart, Archie Bentley, Pte. M56658 Mrs. 
Florence Mary Inglehart (wife) Sub. P.O. 17, 

Edmonton. 

Johnston, Edwin Hugh, Sgt., M25820, Mrs. 

Martha Cleophia Johnston (wife) Bawlf, Alta. 

Lacombe, Gerald Roland Joseph, Pte. 

M31564, Mrs. Anette Lacombe (mother) 
Bonnyville, Alta. 

Miles, Charles Leroy, Pte., M56817, Mrs. 

Sarah Elizabeth Miles (mother) General Delivery, 
Irma, Alta. 

Nordvie, Vernon Loren, Pte. M60627, Mrs. 

Betty Nordvie (mother) General Delivery, Donalda, 
Alta. 

Wounded 

Pratch, Alexander, L-Cpl., M16527, Mrs. Julia 
Pratch (mother) St. Paul, Alta. 

Ross, William Neilson, Acting Segt., M16408, 

William Ross (father). Lobley, Alta., (wife 
overseas). 

Sehlin, Thomas Henry John, Pte. M16260, 

Mrs. Mabel Sehlin(mother) Millet, Alta. 
Tanghe, Reginald John, Pte., M101369 Mrs. 

Mabel Tanghe (wife), Kinuso, Alta. 

Wills, Walter Cubbiss, Pte., M16004 Walter 
Wills (father), Goodfare, Alta. 

Haggerty, Gordon Cedric Rfmn. L100014, 

Mrs. Jean Adeline Haggerty (wife) Pense, Sask. 
September 11, 1943 

Wounded 

Balser, Eugene Francis, Pte., M15911, Mrs. 
Stella Beebe (aunt), Perryvale, Alta. 

Ellenwood, Robert Wilson, Cpl., M15665, 

William Rogers Ellenwood (father) Red Deer, Alta., 
(wife overseas). 

September 13, 1943 
Killed in Action 

Bannon, Harry, CQMS., M15653, Mrs. 

Elizabeth W. Bannon (wife), 10152 94a St., 
Edmonton. 

Johnston, George, Pte. Toronto. 

McQuellan. Samuel James, Pte., Elmsdale P.O. 
Ont. 

Mitchell, Norman Charles, Pte., M56030, Mrs. 

Margaret Smith (mother), care of A. McDiarmid, 
Islay, Alta. 

Peck, Cyril George, Pte. M67577, Mrs. Violet 

Peck (mother), Looma, Alta. 
Rhind, Ernest Brochil, Pte., M45360, Mrs. 

Nellie Rhind (mother), 11328 83 St., Edmonton. 

Romanet, George Albert, Pte. M57006 Mrs. 

Mary Romanet (mother). 9718 107 Ave. Edmonton. 

Died of Wounds 

Craney, Cyril, CPO., M15871, Mrs. Hazel 
Craney (wife), Armena, Alta. 

Ireland, George John, Pte., M17233, Mrs. 

Elizabeth Ireland (wife), High Prairie, Alta. 
Wounded 

Birmingham, Jack, Sgt., M16585, Mrs. Clara 

Birmingham (mother), Camrose, Alta. 
Dion, Jack Ernest, Pte., M15550, Mrs. Jeanne 

Dion (wife), 10226 99 St. Edmonton. 

Hall, Harold, Acting L.-Cpl., M16584, William 
Hall (father), 965 Ingersoll St., Winnipeg. 

Hawk, Walter Frederick, Pte., M16819 Mrs. 

Mary Beatrice Hawk (mother), Parkland, Alta. 
Rich, George, Pte., M31460, Mrs. Pearl Rich 

(mother), 9360 103A Ave., Edmonton. 

Sharkey, James Lawrence, Acting Sgt., 
M15818, Edward Sharkey (father), Irma, Alta. 

Smith, Robert Alberta, Pte., M31475, Mrs. 

Irene Smith (mother), 1004 Queen’s Ave., New 
Westminster, B.C. 

Solway, Gabriel Noel, Pte., M16127, Mrs. Mary 

Houser (sister), Innisfree, Alta. 
Sowchuk, John, Pte., M10605, Morris Sowchuk 

(brother), address unknown. Slightly Wounded 

Remaining at Duty 
Danchuk, William Wallace, Pte., M67055, 

Mrs. Mary Danchuk (mother), General Delivery, 

Morecambe, Alta. 

McGrath, John, Pte., M16203, Mrs. Nellie 
Murphy McGrath (mother), 512 7th Ave. E., 

Calgary. 

September 14, 1943 
Killed in Action 

Alleman, Martin, Pte., M17135, Charlie 

Alleman (brother), Millet, Alta. 
Killed in Action 

Christie, Earle John, Lieut., Mrs. Lydia 

Victoria Christie (mother), 39 Division Ave., 
Medicine Hat, Alta. 

Brown, Jack, Cpl. M16795, Ernest Brown 

(father), Entwistle, Alta. 
Diamond, William Clement, Pte., M67632, 

Mrs. Mary Diamond (mother) Peat Alta. 

Hanson, Oscar Malfred, Pte., M104631, Mrs. 

Mary Hanson (mother), 12713 126 Ave, Edmonton. 

Jobin, Marcel Leo, Pte., K42688, Leo Jobin 

(father), Williams Lake, B.C. 
Jones, Herbert Clayton, Pte., M31316, Harry 

Jones (father), 5402 118 Ave., Edmonton. 

McEwan, Robert, Acting Sgt., Ml5731, Mrs. 
Jessie McEwan (mother), Barrhead, Alta, (wife 

overseas). 

McWilliams, Gilbert, Pte., L54920, William 
McWilliams (father), 114 8 St. E., Prince Albert, 

Sask. 

Scott, Thomas Mitchell Murdock, Pte., 
M100464, Mrs. Victoria Scott (mother), 11410 95 

St., Edmonton. 

Wabisca, Emery, Pte., M17246, Mrs. Mary 
Wabisca (mother) High Prairie, Alta. 

Wess, William, Pte., M17211, Aram Wess 

(brother), Ukraina, Man. (wife overseas). 
Wounded 

Bednar, Louis, Cpl., Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 

Bigelow, Sidney Oliver. Pte. M104598, Mrs. 
Emma Florence E. (mother), General Delivery, 

Sundre. Alta.  

Missing in Action 
Cote, Joseph, Pte. M15S97, Joseph Cote, Sr. 

(father. 1579C Jasper Ave., Edmonton. 

Ireland, Thomas William Tronson, Pte. 

M17232, Mrs. Edna Hazel Ireland (wife) Neidpath, 

Sask. 
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CPL. JAMES FREW 
(Died of Wounds in Sicily) 

PTE. A. BUXTON (Killed in Action in Sicily) Q.M.S. HARRY BANNON 
(Killed in Action) 

 

Leek, Ralph Alexander, Pte., Ml6791, Mrs. 

Sadie Ambrose (sister), 12209 110 Ave., 

Edmonton. 

Monro, Herbert Greenfield, Pte., M16768, 

Alexander Munro (father), 10057 107 St., 

Edmonton. 

Strong, Robert George, Acting L.-Sgt., 

M16624, Mrs. Jean Strong (wife), 11920 78 St., 

Edmonton. 

Walker, William, Acting Cpl., Harry Walker 

(father), 11407 95A St. Edmonton (wife 

overseas). 

Previously Reported Killed in Action, Now 

Reported Wounded 

Desjarlais, Josef Theodor, Pte., M15594, 

Mrs. Carline Desjarlais (mother), Fort 

McMurray. Alta. 

September 16, 1943 

Wounded 

Rimmer, James, Pte., M15859, Miss Harriett 

Desjardins (relationship not given), 230 4th Ave 

E., Calgary. 

Vaughan, Charles Henry, Cpl., M15907, 

Fred Vaughan (father), Onoway, Alta., (wife 

overseas). 

Previously Reported Died of Wounds, Now 

Killed in Action 

Childs, Alfred William George, Pte., 

Ml6033, Mrs. Harriet Childs (mother) Grande 

Prairie, Alta. 

Davidson, Bruce Donald, Pte., X99085, 

Robert Davison (father), R.R. No. 1, Enderby, 

B.C. (wife overseas). 

O’Coffey, Patrick Francis, L.-Cpl., 

M15971, Mrs. M.A. O’Coffey (mother) Fort 

McMurray, Alta. 

Ritchie, Renwick, Pte. M103387, Mrs. Hugie 

Eva Auguste Ritchie (wife) care of Mrs. Rudolf 

W. Felberg, Box 261, Wetaskiwin, Alta. 

October 1, 1943 

Seriously Ill 

McKay, James Ira., Pte., M11692, Mrs. 

Jessie McKay (mother) 9931 84 Ave, Edmonton. 

October 7, 1943 Wounded 

Barritt, Harold, Lieut., Bolton, Lancashire, 

Eng. 

October 9, 1943 

Wounded 

Leach, Francis John, Pte. M104892, Mrs. 

Bessie Leach (mother), Box 69, Edson, Alta. 

Mullen, Edward, Act L-Cpl., M7054, Mrs. 

Margaret Mullen (wife), 1756 Nelson St., 

Vancouver. 

October 13, 1943 

Wounded 

Moreau, Wilfred Alfred, Pte., Mrs. Aurore 

Moreau (mother), R.R. No. 3, Fort 

Saskatchewan, Alta. 

Hamilton, Allan Pettigrew, Pte., Nanimo, 

B.C. 

October 16, 1943 

Previously Reported Missing, Now Reported 

Killed in Action 

Walker, William, Acting Cpl., M15721, 

Harry Walker, (father), 11407 95A St., 

Edmonton (wife overseas). 

Slightly Wounded, Remaining on Duty 

Brierley, Walter Leonard, Pte., M102186, 

Mrs. Mabel Anne Brierley (mother) General 

Delivery, Rocky Mountain House, Alta. 

October 22, 1943 

Killed in Action 

O’Donnell, Reginald Dennis, Lieut., Mrs. 

Dorothy O’Donnell (wife), 9710 «100 St., 

Edmonton. 

Dangerously Ill 

Foulkes, David John, Pte., M11928, Mrs. 

Catherine Foulkes (wife), Taber, Alta. 

October 29, 1943 

Wounded 

Hernberg, Stanley John, Pte., M67566, Mrs. 

Christina Hernberg (mother) Breton, Alta. 

Previously Reported Wounded, Now Reported 

Not Wounded 

Hawk, Walter Frederick, Pte. Ml6819 Mrs. 

Mary Beatrice Hawk (mother), Parkland, Alta. 

November 5, 1943 

Killed in Action 

Frew, James McNeil, Cpl., Mrs. Agnes 

Campbell Frew (wife), 11288 88 St., Edmonton. 

Wounded 

Anderson, Einar Ralph, Sgt. Mrs. Carrie 

Anderson (mother), Albright, Alta., (wife 

overseas). 

Giesbrecht, Henry, Pte., Mary Helen 

Giesbrecht (mother), Wetaskiwin, Alta. 

November 9, 1943 

Killed in Action 

Rye, Earl, Pte., M16540, Joseph Rye (father), 

R.R. No. 1, Fort Saskatchewan, Alta. 

Died 

Matheson, Campbell Russell, CQMS., 

L27989, Mrs. Hazel Anne Matheson (wife), 47 

23 St. E. Prince Albert, Sask. 

November 12, 1943 

Wounded 

Cormie, John Gordon, Lieut., Mrs. Phyllis 

M. Cormie (wife), West Summerland, B. C. 

Snell, Jack Harvey, Lieut., Mrs. Oliver 

Ruther Snell (wife), 334 First Ave. N.E., 

Calgary. 

Dangerously Wounded 

McLean, Edward George, Pte., M104955, 

Mrs. Mary McLean (wife), Kinsella Alta. 

Wounded 

Black, Alexander John, Sgt., M15691, Mrs. 

Alice Marguerite Black (wife), 9856 85 Ave., 

Edmonton. 

Holcroft, Thomas, Acting L.-Sgt., M16534, 

Major Holcroft (father), 4061 114 Avenue, 

Beverly, Edmonton. 

Powell, James, Pte., K40920, Mrs. Anne 

Powell (mother), Hammond, B.C. 

November 16, 1943 

Killed in Action 

McCallum, John, Pte., Glasgow, Scotland. 

Wounded Remaining on Duty 

Rees, Frederick Hector, Pte., M31284, Mrs. 

Helen May Rees (wife) Hillcrest, Alta. 

November 19, 1943 

Killed in Action 

Tweedy, Harold Wallace, Pte., M16612, 

Mrs. Margaret Tweedy (mother), Lougheed, 

Alta. 

Wounded 

Flett, George William, Pte., M102360, Mrs. 

Eliza Flett (mother) Fort Vermiion Alta. 

Howson, John Anthony, Pte., M16166, Mrs. 

Sian Howson (mother), Barrhead, Alta. 
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SGT. VERN HAWES (Missing, believed killed) PTE. CYRIL G. PECK (Killed in Action in Sicily) STAFF SGT. JOHN PAGE 

(Killed in Action) 
 

Kirdpatrick, Wilbert Goldwin, Pte., 

M16413, Mrs. H. P. Brown (mother), 10410 

125 St. Edmonton, Alta, (wife overseas). 

November 23, 1943 

Killed in Action 

Taylor, Bryan Bernard, Capt., Mrs. 

Mary Florence Brown (mother), Mountain 

Park, Alta. 

Wounded 

Meek, Francis William Henry, Capt., 

Mrs. Ruth Meek (wife), 1274 Burrard St., 

Vancouver, B.C. 

Pritchard, Edwin Hendra, Capt., Mrs. 

Margaret Pritchard (mother), 10423 134 St., 

Edmonton, Alberta. 

Missing in Action 

Basarab, Joseph Donald, Pte., M17235, 

Theodore Basarab (father), High Prairie Alta. 

November 26, 1943 

Killed in Action 

Fehr, John, Pte., Moose Range, Sask. 

McRorie, Leslie Norman, Cpl., Mrs. Elsie 

McRorie, (wife), Bloomsbury, Alta. 

Page, John Herbert, Acting-Sgt., Mrs. 

Harriett Gladys Page, (mother) 9634 103 St., 

Edmonton (wife overseas). 

Shaw, Ira Arthur, Pte., Mrs. Phyllis V. 

Shaw, (wife), 9213 101A Ave., Edmonton. 

Wilson, Douglas Edward, Pte., 

Vancouver. 

Died of Wounds 

Rich, William, Pte., Mrs. Pearl Rich, 

mother), 9360 103A Ave., Edmonton. 

Dangerously Wounded 

Robertson, John William, Sgt., John 

William Robertson (father), 10004 107 Ave., 

Edmonton. 

Seriously Wounded 

Lickacz, Thomas, Acting L.-Cpl., Fred 

Lickacz (father), Sunnybrook, Alta. 

 
PTE. LAWRENCE ROBINSON 

 

First member of the Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment to be reported killed in Sicily is Pte. 

Lawrence Robinson, 27, who fell during the 

early stages of the campaign, according to 

word received by his wife. 

Pte. Robinson was killed July 14, four days 

after the invasion of the Italian island had 

started and as members of the Edmonton unit 

advanced inland as a potent striking force of 

the British 8th Army. 

Mrs. Robinson lives at 11230 90 St. with a 

daughter, Shelia. A sister, Mrs. George Shaw, 

lives at 11024 105 Ave. Two stepbrothers 

reside in England. 

 

 

 

Wounded 

Adair, Robert, Pte., Norwich, Eng. 

Cook, James, Pte., Mrs. Phleming Cook 

(mother), Faust, Alta. 

Cunningham, Earl Alvin, Acting L.-Sgt. 

Orville Desmond Cunningham (father), 

Millarville, Alta. 

Fisher, Simon, Pte., Arthur Fisher, 

(brother), Neerlandia, Alta. 

Jackson, Edward Wilson, Pte., Victoria 

Leverington, Melvin, Pte., Victoria. 

McCallum, Archibald, L.-Cpl., Malcolm 

James McCallum (father), General Delivery, 

Edmonton. 

Robbins, Charles Edward, Cpl., Leslie 

Robbins (father). Canmore, Alta. 

Rondon, William, Pte., Brandon, Man. 

Young, Jack, Pte., Ernest Young (father), 

General Delivery, Swalwell, Alta. 

Missing in Action 

Allen, John, Pte., Hillside, N.J. 

Bennett, Jack Carl, Pte. Vancouver. 

Boos, Cornelius, Pte., Mrs. Catherine Boos 

(mother), Notikewin, Alta. 

Born, George, Pte., Martin Isaac Born 

(father), General Delivery, Rosemay, Alta. 

Dixon, Morris, Pte., Lac la Hache, B.C. 

Schmitz, Norman Ray, Pte., Mrs. Hattie 

Schmitz (mother), Youngstown, Alta. 

Skjersven, George Thomas, Pte., Mrs. 

Rosie Gussie Skjersven (wife), Wetaski- win, 

Alta. 

Topolniski, Alex., Pte. ,Metro Topolniski 

(father), Beauvallon, Alta, (wife overseas). 

November 30, 1943 

Dangerously Wounded 

Clarkson. Delroy Donald. Pte., M66016 

John Andrew Clarkson (father), Pinkham, 

Sask. 

 

—he that sheds his blood for me today shall be my brother.— Henry V. 
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PRIMROSE’S BOY TRAINS IN CANADA 

FX95658 A/LA James Primrose wrote to us saying he was in 

Ontario taking a course for Pilot in the Fleet Air Arm. You will 

remember his Dad as one of the Stalwarts of B Coy. and later on, 

Battalion bombing sergeant. It was unfortunate Jimmy’s lad was 

so far away from us and unfortunately, we had none of our boys 

at Gooderich where he was doing his training. We were able 

however to put him in touch with Mr. H. S. Turner who is a 

collector of badges and the histories of Canadian regiments and 

has been in touch with us in the work of his hobby, and he invited 

young Jimmy to his house where they spent an enjoyable time. An 

older brother Alex was in the Signal corps of the Territorial army 

prior to the war and they were called on for regular service one 

week before war was declared. Alex travelled to France as a 

dispatch rider with the R.C.O.S., and before the German advance, 

through Belgium and France, he visited many of the battle areas 

where Canadians made history in 1914-18. He was also taken off 

the beaches at Dunkirk three days before the Germans closed in. 

Soon after his return to Britain he was involved in a crash, and 

suffered a smashed femur, which placed him in hospital for two 

years. His right leg is now 2 3/4 inches shorter than the other one. 

Sister Ruth who is twenty-one is also serving in the W.A.A.F. at 

Lossiemouth, Scotland. Alex is 23 and Jimmy is 18, enlisting at 

17 he was deferred until six month ago. He expects to continue 

training at Aylmer, and he says, “The schools and instructors are 

fine out here”. Also, the people he has met have been very 

hospitable towards him. Our Jimmie lives at 3 Riverside Drive, 

Stirling, Scotland, and is still at his own trade plastering. He meets 

with Campbell McArthur, another B Coy. man, who lives at 

Dumbarton, at least once a year and talks of old times in the 49th. 

MacArthur’s daughter Margaret is serving in the A.T.S. It is good 

to hear our two old pals Primrose and MacArthur and their 

families are doing so well. 

Hargreaves’ Son Serves in Artillery 

M53478, Gnr. Hargreaves, J. E., has been in the Artillery for 

some time now and after moving about this Western portion of 

the country was posted down East at A36, R.F.D., T.C. 

Barriefield, Kingston, Ontario. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. R. 

Hargreaves. 12031-96 St. Edmonton. Hargreaves Sr. served with 

B. coy and is a regular attender at our functions. 

FORMER COMMANDING OFFICER STILL ON STAFF 

IN ENGLAND 

News of interest concerning a number of those who went from 

Edmonton but who are no longer with the regiment was contained 

in a recent letter from Lieut. Col. E. B. Wilson. Len Dawes, now 

Major, is somewhere in the Middle East. Major John Adams is in 

England with Lieut. Col. Wilson in a staff position. Major P. S. 

Cooper who was adjutant to the regiment in 1940 and Capt. 

D.C.R. Sims are also on staff work. Capt. F. K. Reesor who 

followed Major Cooper as adjutant had just returned to Canada at 

the time the letter was written. Reference was made to Capt. Eric 

Gibbs as Press Relations Officer in London, but still on the 

Regiment’s strength. Lieut. Col. Wilson said that even though he 

was not with the Loyal Edmonton Regiment he was still a 49er. 
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One fancies that he would much prefer being with its members in 

Italy than in England. 

 

COLONEL SENDS GREETINGS 

We received a letter from Brig.-Gen. J. B. Wells, Colonel of The 

Loyal Regiment, in which he conveys greetings from his Regiment 

to the Loyal Edmonton Regiment on their assuming their new title. 

The following greeting is sent to the Forty-Niner, as he says, “as the 

best means of reaching everyone.” 

I am delighted to hear that His Majesty the King has been 

graciously pleased to approve that the title of the Regiment shall in 

future be The Loyal Edmonton Regiment. I know that I speak for my 

own Regiment when I say how proud we are that you should bear our 

title. I know how much, under the leadership in the first place of 

General Griesbach and Colonel Harris, and subsequently of Colonel 

Debney and Colonel Stillman, you have all done to foster our 

alliance. And Colonel Wilson and Colonel Jefferson, and not least 

Colonel Stillman, have carried on the good work over here. And now 

this mark of His Majesty’s approval will be to all of us, on both sides, 

a fitting seal on the alliance. 

I have met the 1st Battalion several times since they have been 

over here, and I can tell you at firsthand how much they have 

impressed all of us who have had the good fortune to see them. Now, 

after a long period of training and waiting, they have taken their place 

in the fighting line as we pass to the offensive, and they have 

immediately shown their worth, as we all knew they would. You may 

all be proud of your fine Battalion. 

On behalf of all ranks of The Loyal Regiment I send greetings to 

all ranks, past and present, of The Loyal Edmonton Regiment and we 

wish you all good luck. 

JOHN B. WELLS, 

12th October 1934. Colonel of The Loyal Regt. 

 

MEMBER OF ORIGINAL PIPE BAND IS NOW FLYING 

OFFICER 

On his way through Edmonton a short time ago, Felix 

MacPherson, an original of 15 platoon, last war battalion, called up 

Jack Blewett to say “Hello”. He was en route to Vancouver from St. 

Thomas, Ont., where he had been stationed. Mac is now a Flying 

Officer in an administrative capacity with the Western Air Command. 

It seems a far cry from the time that this cheery, red-faced youth 

of former years was a drummer in our pipe band when he and his 

young companions in their tent at Shorncliffe were mixed- up in 

many a harmless prank. Then his tent mates were such fine young 

men as little round-faced Howard and Ronnie Brown, but 

MacPherson now has a son, 22 years of age, who is serving overseas 

with the R.C.A.F. He would be several years older than “young Mac”, 

as we used to call him, would be when the last war finished twenty-

five years ago. 
 

BEATON PROMOTED 

Lt.-Col. George Beaton, has been promoted from the rank of 

Major in the Canadian Army overseas, according to word received by 

his wife, 10503-122 St. Now with the postal corps in England, he 

went overseas with the Loyal Edmonton Regiment in 1939. 
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JACK HARSTONE REGRETS INABILITY TO TAKE ACTIVE 

PART IN THIS WAR 

Well Known Veteran of Last War Battalion Heard From — Jack 

Has Invented Important Articles, in Addition to Original Bangalore 

Torpsdo - One of Them Written up in Readers Digest 

“Fighting Jack” J. B. Harstone writes from Bowser, Vancouver 

Island. He wishes to be remembered to all those who know him and sends 

good luck to the boys overseas. Jack was wounded in the thigh by a bullet 

which tore through his water bottle and pieces of it made gashes which 

necessitated seven stitches. Major Harstone, O.B.E., D.S.O., will not 

soon be forgotten by the many who knew him in the old days. He well 

earned the title of “Fighting Jack”. He says it’s hell to be old with the 

present war going on and unable to take an active part in it. Jack has not 

been in the best of health, having recently undergone a major operation. 

Two fine daughters make up his family, one 14 and the other 12 who is 

the village sweetheart. 

In addition to the invention of the Bangalore Torpedo, which was his, 

Major Harstone once made a machine to teach a baby to walk. It 

originated with him in the MacKenzie River district over forty years ago. 

Another invention of his was a shelter tent which is now standard 

equipment in the U.S. Army. In the September 1948 issue of the Readers 

Digest this is dealt with at length. 

 

ARRIVES OVERSEAS 

Amongst many arrivals overseas we note the names of: 

Lieut. J. W. Reynolds, son of our late beloved Padre, Capt. Rev. G. 

G. Reynolds. 

Capt. C. W. Devaney, son of our dear comrade Charlie Devaney. 

Our best wishes go with both. 

 

SON OF DAVE HIGH GRADUATES 

Among a large class of graduates as Wireless Air Gunners from 

Calgary recently we note the graduation of W.A.G. D. High, son of our 

old pal Dave High, of B coy. 

 

SON OF LARRY STONE GRADUATES 

Among a recent graduating class from Currie Barracks. Calgary was 

2nd Lieut. John K. Stone, Edmonton. Lieut Stone is the son of Capt. J. 

L. Stone of the old Bn. 

 

RELATIONS SERVING 

Garth Earle Hay, son of our Hon. Secretary, Earle Hay, is in the 

R.C.A.F., training for a Pilot. We all wish young Garth the best of good 

luck during his service. 

M15907, Corporal C. H. Vaughan, nephew of Charley Vaughan, is 

overseas with the 15 Can. Gen Hospital, B.N.A.F. He is married and has 

one son. His family are in Scotland. 

Under the heading “These volunteer to serve Country”, in October 

appeared the name, J. L. Hately, Ardrossan, he must be another son joined 

up to’ serve along with the. others, of Sam Hately, who served in A coy. 

R. P. Irving son of G. P. Irving, D coy. was promoted to Flying Officer 

last September. 
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SERGEANT J. R. BOYD’S SONS SERVING 

Sgt. J. R. Boyd, of A coy, has two sons in the services: Petty Officer 

Percy A. Boyd who was born at Lake Saskatoon, Alberta on Jan. 7th, 

1922. Educated at Isle Pierre, B. C. Home address Vanderhoof, B. C. 

Percy joined the Navy as Boys Seaman, July 31st, 1939. He served on 

the Prince Henry, Cobart and Restigouche on Convoy duty, and has made 

two trips through the Panama Canal and is now in England. Young Percy 

took his Higher-grade schooling by correspondence. Tommy his second 

boy tried to join the navy at Vancouver, but was told they were not 

recruiting anymore, so he joined the Air Force, A.C.2, Thomas 

Donaldson Adams Boyd, born at Fort George, B.C. on Feb. 5th, 1926. 

Educated at Isle Pierre, and Vanderhoof, B.C. Later employed at Smelter 

plant, Pinch Lake, B.C. as assistant mining engineer. Tommy is now at 

the Manning- Depot, Edmonton and hopes to qualify as a Pilot. Gordon 

the boy is at home with his Dad and is a carpenter’s helper. Mrs. Boyd 

and Virce are at home, and Jean is assistant manager at a store in Pinch 

Lake, 72 miles North of Vanderhoof. 

OUR LATE PADRE’S SONS SERVE 

In acknowledging to Neville Jones, the receipt of the Magazine Mrs. 

G. G. Reynolds, widow of the late Capt. G. G. Reynolds, says how 

grateful she is for the magazine in which she reads of people so well 

known to her husband and herself. It is interesting to learn two sons are 

serving with the forces, the elder Lt. John W. Reynolds, R.C.E., went 

overseas last summer, and so has not seen his little son, Graham John, 

who was born in August. The younger, Lt. Robert G. Reynolds, R.C.A. 

is at present serving on the Atlantic Coast, and is hoping to go overseas 

shortly. We know both sons of the late Capt. Reynolds will make good 

soldiers having had their father as a worthy example. 

DAVE HIGH’S SONS OVERSEAS 

Dave High, who served with B company has two sons serving 

overseas. His eldest Alec has been overseas since March 1943. The 

second boy was on embarkation leave in October and Dave was visiting 

with him in Edmonton to wish him Goodbye. The youngest lad is still 

with his Dad on the farm at Jarvie. Dave said he was all “threshed” at that 

time and had grown a good crop this year. 

REPORTED MISSING 

No. 4074, Sgt. Raymond Frank Ware, was reported missing with the 

Liberty bomber in the region of Montreal last October. This bomber was 

carrying 24 of a crew and passengers and owing to weather conditions 

was unable to land at its destination and reported it would try and land 

near Montreal. Since then, nothing has been seen of them after an 

extensive search. We believe Sgt. Ware is the son of D. R. Ware who 

served in 13 platoon, 49th Bn. We hope they will be able to find 

something which will relieve the anxiety of the parents of the missing 

men. 
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PENSION DEPT. GETS QUEER LETTERS FROM MANY SOURCES 

English is a queer language; and these are sad times. There isn’t a word 

of impropriety in the following by-products of the prevailing war time, which 

are actual extracts from letters received by the Pensions Dept. If you can’t get 

a laugh out of them, however, your case is hopeless so just read ’em and weep. 

“I cannot get sik pay. I have six children. Can you tell me why this is so?” 

“This is my eighth child. What are you going to do about It?” 

“Mrs. Brown has had no clothes for years, and she has been regularly 

visited by the clergy.” 

“I am glad to say that my husband who was reported missing is now 

deceased.” 

“Sir, I am forwarding my marriage certificate and two children one of 

which is a mistake, as you will see.” 

“I am writing to say that my baby was born two years old. When do I get 

my money?” 

“I am sending my marriage certificate and my six children. I have seven, 

one dies, which was baptized on half a sheet of paper by Rev. Thomas.” 

“Please find out for certain if my husband is dead, as the man I am now 

living with won’t eat or do anything unless he knows for certain”. 

“I am very much annoyed to find you have branded my son as illiterate. 

Oh it is a dirty lie, as I married his father a week before he was born.” 

“My son has been put in charge of a spittoon (platoon) so now I have 

more money.” 

“In answer to your letter I have gave birth to a boy weighing ten pounds. 

I hope this is satisfactory.” 

“You have changed my little boy to a little girl. Will it may any 

difference?” 

“I have no chidren as yet. My hasband is a truck driver and works day 

and night.” 

“In accordance with your instructions I have given birth to twins in the 

enclosed envelope.” 

“I want my money as quickly as possible. I have been in bed with the 

doctor for two weeks and he does not seem to be doing me much good. If 

things don’t improve I will have to send for another doctor.” 

 

PROMOTION OVERSEAS 

Major Robert L. Proctor has been promoted to that rank overseas, 

according to word received at H.Q. Military District 13. Capt. Geoffrey T. 

Harris, serving in Italy has been promoted from the rank of Lieutenant. He 

suffered a head injury during the Sicilian campaign, but soon returned to his 

battalion. 

 

EARN COMMISSIONS 

Three men who served with the Loyal Edmonton Regiment overseas, 

received their certificates from Maj.-Gen. Griesbach, at Currie Barracks, last 

July. Lieut. Wilfred Oakey, 10351-106 St., who served with the 1st Bn. for 3 

years; Lieut. Owen Browne, Cardston, holder of five provincial 

championships in field and track; Lieut. Ivan Coady, Leduc, former hockey 

star and with the Loyal Edmonton Regiment for 38 months.

 
THE ADVERTISERS MAKE OUR MAGAZINE A POSSIBILITY. THEY DESERVE OUR BEST SUPPORT. 
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PRESENTS PENNANT 

Last October 22nd a photo appeared in the local papers of a presentation 

ceremony at Camrose Army Training Centre. Major Geo. E. Gleave, M.M., 

was shown presenting a Victory Loan Pennant to Lt.-Col. P. J. A. Fleming, 

commanding officer, which was earned for the first Alberta Military unit over 

the top in the Fifth Victory Loan. 

GRADUATES FROM UNIVERSITY 

We note with interest that the graduating class (Medical) at the University 

of Alberta includes Lieut. G. S. Balfour, son of our H. E. Balfour, now 

D.A.A.G., M.D. No. 13 

DIES AT HONG KONG 

Word has been received that James Patterson, nephew of Ald Guy 

Patterson, late of “Ours”, died last January in a Japanese prison camp. James 

was a member of the Quebec Royal Rifles. Our sympathy goes to our old 

comrade at this time. 

LOYAL EDMONTON MAN GIVEN POST 

Announcement of the appointment of W. J. Williams to the position of 

secretary-manager of the Canadian Legion, was announced Tuesday, August 

31st by H. E. Tanner, president and 49er. Early in the war Williams enlisted 

in the 1st Bn. E. R. and went overseas with the unit. 

PINNELL PROMOTED 

Fred Pinnell passed the Civil Service examination as a District 

Administrator, and was appointed Assistant District Administrator, for the 

Edmonton District, in charge of all administrative matters and staff as from 

May 1st, 1942. 

RECEIVES COMMISSION IN (W.D.) 

At an interesting graduation ceremony held in the officers’ training course 

of the R. C. A. F. (women’s division) at No. 2 Composite Training school 

Toronto, Joan Harvey, Ardrossan was one of those to receive a commission. 

Joan has been in the Air Force for some time and is the daughter of Mr. and 

Mrs. A. Harvey. Harvey served in the Lewis gun section, A coy. 

JOINS R. C. A. F. 

In a news item on Nov. 13th appeared the name of A. G. Holgate, 

Elbridge. Miss Holgate has joined the W.D. of the R.C.A.F., and is the 

daughter of Percy Holgate, a noted stalwart of 14 platoon, (Ghurka). 
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Last Post 

 
In ever living memory of the officers, noncommissioned officers and men of the 49th 

Battalion (Edmonton Regiment) who were killed in action, or died of wounds received 

in Belgium and France during 1914 to 1918, and to those who have since passed on 
mainly due to the ravages of war service; also to our “sons” who have passed on in this 

later renewal of our Battle. 

“These men were victorious in death”. 

WILLIAM HENRY JACK 

Funeral services for the late William Henry Jack of Clyde, Alta, who passed away, 

on Sunday, August 15th, at the age of 65 years, were held on Thursday at 2:00 p.m., 

from the Anglican church at Clyde, Rev. J. Low officiated and interment took place in 
the Dungannon cemetery. The pallbearers were: Albert Nelson, Norman Main, Norman 

Arnold, Fred Richards, Ed. Collins, N. H. Jones. Besides the pall bearers, the association 

was represented by the President Gen. W. A. Griesbach. He is survived by his loving 

wife, one daughter, Florence Perry, Victoria, B.C.; three sons: George of Clyde, Stanley 

of Edmonton and Fred with the Canadian army overseas; one sister, Mrs. S. G. Simmons 

of Irma, Alta. Jack was a well- known member of the 49th band and was a very good 

soldier, conscientious and fair in all his duties. He was also keenly interested in the work 

of the association and was instrumental in keeping us in touch with a good many of our 
Wandering boys. Our sympathy is extended to the family in their bereavement. The 

Canadian Legion branch at Clyde was very strongly represented at the funeral rites both 

at church and cemetery. Their bugler sounded the Last Post. 

 

SAMUEL McBRIDE 

No. 811139, Pte Samuel McBride, of Guy, P.O. Alberta, died at McLennan, Alta on 

July 26th, 1943. He enlisted Dec. 7th, 1915 with the 138th and taken on the strength of 

the 49th. Dec. 19th, 1916. Admitted to hospital in Scotland when on leave from the 49th 

Dec. 20th, 1917 with lung abscess and afterwards returned to Canada, Nov. 26th, 1918. 

Discharged at Edmonton, January 12th, 1919. Of late years he had been troubled with 

lack of vision. Burial took place at Guy, Alta., age 77 years. Walter Hale knew McBride 

very well, both in the army and civil life. We are indebted to Fred Pinnell for the above 

particulars of our friend’s passing. 

 

MATTHEW MAURICE O’BRIEN 

Funeral services for the late Mr. Matthew O’Brien, of 10611 87 Ave., who passed 

away November 15th, were held Thursday morning at 9.45 from the family residence 

to Saint Anthony’s Procathedral, where services were held at 10 o’clock. Requiem high 
mass was sung by Rt. Rev. C. J. Foran, assisted by Rev. Elkin and Rev. L. Meehan. 

Interment took place in the family plot in the South Edmonton Roman Catholic 

cemetery. The pallbearers were: Dr. F. McNally, Roy Douglas, Dr. C. M. McNeil, Dr. 

F. S. McPherson, A. A. O’Brien. He leaves to mourn his loss besides his loving wife, 2 

sisters and 4 brothers. The association tribute was sent. J. W. H. Williams and N. Arnold 

represented the association at the service. Matthew served in France for 14 months with 

the 49th. 

 

LOYAL REGIMENT MAN DIES (IMPERIAL) 

Robert Ascroft, 64 years old, recently retired from service on the Canadian National 

Railway because of ill- health, died suddenly in Vancouver last November. The funeral 

took place in Vancouver on Saturday, Nov. 20th. Born in Preston, England, the late Mr. 
Ascroft enlisted with the 2nd Battalion Loyal North Lancashire Regiment in Sept. 1914, 

getting his discharge in Feb. 1920. He was awarded four medals for his services — the 

Belgian Croix du Guerre, Military Medal, and Victory and General Service awards. 

Coming to Edmonton, he was employed as a carman C.N.R., and served for several 

years on the executive of the Army anti Navy Club. (Take note “Lancashire Lad) 

 

EDSON 49er DIES 

Robert Ford, No. 811362, who served with the Battalion coming on draft from the 

138th, died on December 4th near Edson. He was buried in the Edson Cemetery. 

LIEUT. JAMES A. McCORMICK 

Lieut. James A. McCormick, died overseas, serving with the Essex Scottish. He was 

a nephew of Mrs. Laddie Muckleston, and they can be sure of the deepest sympathy of 

all the old 49ers. 

DANIEL (DONALD) HERON 

The funeral services for Daniel (Donald) Heron of 10863 74th St., who passed away 

at his residence on September 6th, were held on Thursday, Sept. 9th, at 4 o’clock at 

Foster & McGarvey’s chapel. Interment took place in the Edmonton cemetery. Daniel’s 

brothers Bob and Frank served in B coy. of the 49th. 

J. W. “SCOTTY” HERON 

On Nov. 16th, Mr. John W. Heron of Victoria, B.C., formerly of Edmonton passed 

away at his home at the age of 64 years. Mrs. Heron died only a few days before Mr. 

Heron passed away. The funeral was held in Victoria on Friday, Nov. 19th. The Heron’s 

who served in B coy. were brothers. 

MRS. WINNIFRED WIGHAM 

Funeral services for Mrs. Winnifred Wigham, beloved wife of James W. Wigham, 

of 11124 65th Street and served with C coy. 49th, who passed away on October 23, 

were held on Tuesday afternoon Oct. 26th, at 2 o’clock at Howard & McBride’s chapel. 

Rev. C.E.A. Pocock officiated and interment took place in the Edmonton cemetery. The 

pallbearers were: Messrs. R. B. Stevenson, Earle Hay, E. J. Purkiss, S. Walkinshaw, S. 

Cotterell, T. M. Summerell. She is survived by her husband, one daughter Mrs. J. S. 

Blackie of Calgary, two sons William and Darol both of Edmonton, two sisters, and four 

brothers. 

MRS. ANNIE WOOLARD 

Funeral services for the late Mrs. Annie Woolard of Wabamun, Alberta, mother of 

Victor Woolard of C Coy. 49th, who passed away Oct. 8th, were held Sunday, Oct. 10th 

at Rexboro Anglican church. Rev. Collie Cuttull officiated. The pall bearers were her 

two sons, Edward and Victor, Roy Lute, G. C. Laight, Fred Woolard, Edwin Woolard. 

She leaves to mourn her loss, three sons and two daughters, 30 grandchildren and 14 

great grandchildren. 
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ASSOCIATION CHURCH PARADE WELL ATTENDED 

CAPTAIN E. T. SCRAGG OFFICIATED 
 

Good Parade Notwithstanding Weather—Garrison Troops and Veterans Make 

Fine Showing — Old Colours Carried in Spite of Being Age Tattered 
 

Notwithstanding attempts to avoid the long march down the hill to 

the legislative grounds no other suitable place to parade or hold the 

service could be arranged, so consequently the parade was held as usual. 

The parade formed up at the market square at 10:15 a.m., under the 

command of our original commander Maj.-Gen. W. A. Griesbach, C.B., 

C.M.G. D.S.O., V.D., marched west to 101 Street, south on 101 Street to 

99 Avenue and along the Avenue to 107 Street and the south to the 

legislative grounds. 

Band of the 2nd Bn. Loyal Edmonton Regiment under the direction 

of Bandmaster Sgt. Maj. Graydon Tipp, provided stirring music and the 

men of the famed old regiment, wearing their French gray berets of the 

3rd Division, moved with sturdy step and heads high behind their old 

colours. This was the first time the colours had been on parade for some 

time. 

Each company was headed by an officer or other rank who had served 

with the company. D coy. leading the parade was headed by Lt. J. L. 

Irwin; A coy. by J. W. H. Williams; B coy by Lt.- Col. Alan Elliott, E.D., 

C coy. by Major D. Petrie. 

Behind the Forty-Niners marched companies of the 2nd Reserve Bn. 

of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment with the regimental bugle band. 

As the parade passed the cenotaph, colours were dipped and the “eyes 

right” given in salute to the gallant dead of the First Great War. 

On arrival at the grounds, the parade formed in hollow square, and 

the colours were deposited on the drums. Then the parade was handed 

over to the Rev. Capt. E. T. Scragg, the chaplain, for the service. In 

paying tribute to the dead of the First Great War at this the 17th Annual 

Church Parade, Capt. Scragg said, “Freedom is a precious part of the 

Christian heritage and the men who fell in the First Great War while 

serving with the Edmonton Regiment, the 49th Bn. C.E.F., died for 

freedom in its truest sense. They died in the faith, not having received the 

promise, but having seen it from afar off,” the chaplain declared. “Christ-

ianity must always retain the spirit of the men who fell at Amiens 25 

years ago today, August 8th.” 

“Nazism is not the only foe of Christian living. It is not enough that 

we triumph over the foe at Catania and Orel. We must dislodge the 

enemies of decent living. We must see that veterans of this war will 

always have the opportunity for a decent living.” 

Capt. Scragg observed that the 17th church service of the association 

was being held this year under a much more hopeful outlook. “There were 

ominous clouds in the sky one year ago. They have rolled away and now 

we see the signs of complete victory on the horizon.” 

“The First Loyal Edmonton Regiment, true to its traditions, is 

bringing new luster to a great name and showing the same unconquerable 

spirit that the 49th Bn. displayed in France,” he said, 

“The spirit of the old 49th shows no sign of weakening and it never 

will, although the grim reaper is busy each year thinning the ranks.” 

“It is a good thing to honour our noble dead. We would be ungrateful 

indeed if we did not pause every so often to pay tribute to the men who 

died for us, “said the Captain. “Some never can forget they lost so much 

and although time heals many wounds it cannot bring back the dead. 

“That is a debt that can never be paid,” Capt. Scragg declared in 

concluding. 

Despite the cold weather and a tendency to rain, quite a number of 

citizens joined in the service at "the legislative grounds, and a number 

accompanied the marchers back to the market square. 

On the return from the service the parade marched east along Jasper 

Ave. His Honor Lt.- Gov. J. C. Bowen took the salute from a base at 102 

Street and Jasper Avenue. On the stand with him was Barney Morrison. 

The band played “Bonnie Dundee”, the regimental march as the parade 

marched by the reviewing stand. 

Maj. R. C. Arthurs, M.C., was parade adjutant and S. Parsons, parade 

sergeant major. The arrangements for the parade and the magazine dis-

tribution were in the hands of the executive committee. 

Gleanings from the Parade 

There was a good turnout for the parade, although the weather proved 

threatening. The fates were with us and we managed to complete the 

march to the grounds, the service, and return with only a slight sprinkle 

down at the grounds. 

The boys complained about the long march and the climb up the hill, 

but they still managed to turn out and stay with it the whole way. 

Although from the standpoint of weather, being cool, it was a lot easier 

on the marchers. The special “ambulances” supplied for “Casualties” 

were little, if any, needed. 

We think the colour bearers would be able to take a small beer when 

they got back to the Prince of Wales Armouries. It is quite a jaunt to carry 

the colours out from there and back. Neville Jones and Harry Stonehewer 

made a good job of it. Some remnants of the silk portion were carried 

away by the breeze, and some young boys garnered them for souvenirs. 

We missed quite a number of the old regulars from the parade, but it 

is surprising how with the “thinning ranks” you can meet so many 

familiar Forty-Niners. N. R. Main and Fred Richards both informed us of 

the unavoidable absence of Bill Jack, Clyde, owing to illness. We are 

sorry to say he passed away a few days later, (see Last Post). 

The parade never seems quite the same without the colours being 

present and we were glad to have them with us on this occasion. They 

recall a whole panorama of memories, both sad and gay. 

Before dismissing the parade, the General called the members around 

him and made a few remarks regarding the anniversary of the Amiens 

show, and said how well we, the old battalion, had done in those days, 

and how he had just read in the news of how splendidly the young 

battalion, our military sons, had absorbed the training and traditions and 

showed this by their conduct in their initial contact with the enemy in 

Sicily.
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In concluding, he hoped that most of them would be spared to come 

back and join us in commemorating the events they were now forming 

into history. At the conclusion of his brief talk he was given three rousing 

cheers and a tiger. 

There was no luncheon after the parade this year, owing to the war 

rationing we were unable to find any place to cater for us. 

It was an innovation very much appreciated by the boys, when on 

reaching Jasper on 107 Street, the parade halted for a smoke and breather 

after negotiating the hill from the legislative grounds. 

There were many expressions of pleasure at the good news, given by 

the C.B.C. correspondents with the troops at the front, of how the men of 

the 1st Bn. Loyal Edmonton Regiment had conducted themselves in 

battle. It only proved what had been the finding of the boys when giving 

them a sendoff in 1939. “That they looked a good bunch and would be 

able to give and take it in the final testing of a soldier.” 

We noticed the 2nd Bn. was headed by Kenny Kinnaird, in the 

absence of Col. Walter Hale (at Exams) and was brought up in the rear 

by Miles Palmer. 

The bands gave good service, and it wasn’t necessary to keep jogging 

them to play for the brass band hardly rested the whole way down and 

back. 

We hope the young battalion will be on parade in the near future, so 

until then it is up to the “Old Boys” to keep things going. 

FIVE SONS SERVE COUNTRY 

Five sons of De Courcey Ireland, old-timer of High Prairie, and a 

veteran of the First World War, are serving in this war. Frank Laurance, 

seriously wounded July 26 in Sicily; Thomas William (Pat), missing in 

action, Aug. 5., believed a prisoner of war; George John, killed in action 

on Aug. 3; James Richard, with the Calgary Highlanders in England for 

the last three years; Charles is also in war service at present in Calgary. 
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PRISONERS OF WAR 

Pte. Arthur E. McCormack, of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment, 

previously reported missing, is now reported a Prisoner of War in Italy. 

His father A. E. McCormack was in D. coy. of the old Battalion. 

Sgt. George Irving, previously reported missing, is now reported a 

Prisoner of War in Germany. His father, George P. Irving served in D 

coy. of the old 49th. 

 

CITY UNIT WINS MESSING SHIELD 

No. 13 Vocational Training School, Edmonton, was presented with the 

Catering, and Messing- Shield for M.D. 13 at a recent ceremony. Lieut- 

Col. A. H. Elliott made the presentation. The Adjutant, Quartermaster 

and Messing Officer of the Unit is Capt. J. L. Stone, late of “ours”. 

 

RECEIVE RECOGNITION 

Alec M. MacDonald, D coy. was elected president of the Edmonton 

Kiwanis club last November. Major H. E. Balfour has been posted to the 

directorate of educational services at Ottawa last November. He was 

formerly Deputy Assistant adjutant general M.D. 13, Calgary, Alta. 

 

“KITTY” KINNAIRD IN W.R.C.N.S. 

Miss Catherine Anne “Kitty” Kinnaird, daughter of Major and Mrs. 

G. D. K. Kinnaird, 12424-102 avenue, left late in November for Galt, 

Ont., to commence training with the W.R.C.N.S. One of the city’s most 

accomplished pianists, she has taken part in provincial festivals and 

taught music for some time. In swimming contests she was three times 

runner-up in the Wrigley swim at Sylvan Lake. Her father is the well-

known “Kenny” of the 49th and 2nd in command of the 2nd (Reserve) 

Battalion, The Loyal Edmonton Regiment. 

 

JOINS ARMY 

In a local paper dated, Sept. 7th appeared the name of Thomas M. 

Cranston, Edmonton. This must be the son of our Tommy, who served in 

the pioneers and was a well-known figure in the battalion. 

 

DUES PAYABLE 

The annual dues for members in the association are 50 cents. 

This entitles a member to the semi-annual issues of the magazine, 

postpaid. Dues can be forwarded to the Corresponding Secy., 

11908 92 St., or to Neville H. Jones 11252 125 St., or delivered to 

Earle Hay, Post Office Building, Edmonton. Life Membership is 

$15.00. All the work of our association is carried on solely from 

the subscriptions of the members. 

As helpful as the dews of the morning, are the dues for 

membership in our association. Have you paid yours lately? No! 

Then do so right now and you will not let the opportunity slip by. 
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LIFE MEMBERS 

 

Major General, Hon. W. A. Griesbach, 12916 102 avenue, Edmonton. 

Mrs. Dorothy Weaver, 205 Pine St., Nanaimo, B.C. 

Mrs. A. K. Hobbins, 10241-114th Street. 

Mrs. A. P. Chattell, 10520 126 street, Edmonton.  

Capt. G. D. Hunt, 12320 104th Avenue, Edmonton.  

Major J. C. Thompson, A31, “Gleneagles” Cote des Neiges Rd., 

Montreal. 

Lieut. N. A. Campbell, Alberta Nash Co. Ltd., Calgary, Alberta. 

Lieut. I. W. Anderson, 6036 Coolbrook Avenue, Montreal. 

Capt. The Rev. W. A. R. Ball, St. John’s Redhill, Surrey, England. 

Major J. R. Lowery, Pacific Building, Vancouver, B.C. 

Earle O. Hay, 11138 65 street, Edmonton. 

Neville H. Jones, 11252 125 street, Edmonton. 

Walter Jordan, 12206 Stony Plain Road, Edmonton. 

Lieut. R. P. Ottewell, 85 Richmond Street West, Toronto, Ontario. 

Mrs. Mary Boyle, 7518 8th Wilton Place, Los Angeles, California. 

J. E. Brady, Canmore, Alberta. 

A. Croasdale, 29 Newton Road, Ashton-on-Ribble, Lancashire, 

England. 

Mrs. J. F. E. Carman, RMD 4, Gordon Head, Victoria, B.C. 

E. J. Sharp, 13 Stanhope Place, Edinburgh, Scotland. 

Lieut. A. M. Macdonald, 9844 89 avenue, Edmonton. 

Mr. W. E. Palmer, 1004 Eucalyptus Avenue, South, Inglewood, 

California, U.S.A. 

Lieut. T. N. Ramsey, 12310 Jasper Ave. Edmonton. 

Major F. L. Bradburn, 408 George Street, Peterboro, Ontario. 

Major’ Bertram Tayler, Peace Cottage, Brendon, North Devon, 

England. 

Mrs. K. Winser, Cowansville, Que. 

A. F. Proctor, 309-10 U.S. National Building, The Dalles, Oregon. 

N. Arnold, 11908 92 street, Edmonton. 

Lieut. Colonel H. G. Young, D.S.O., M.C., 202 Scott Block, Moose 

Jaw, Sask. 

Lieut.-Col H. G. Nolan, 808 Royal Ave., Calgary. Alberta. 

O. Muckleston 10924-126th Street. 

Eric L. Harvie, 303-36th Ave. W., Calgary, Alta.  

Capt. Joseph Walter Hunter, South Alberta Regt. 

Colonel E. R. Knight, 1719-9a St. West, Calgary. Alberta. 

W. Weir, Edmonton, Alberta. 

Wm. Bruce, Wembley, Alberta. 

Mrs. A. W. Owen, 936 Lake Shore Drive, Chicago Illinois, U.S.A. 

Col. W. G. Stillman, Can. Military H.Q., London W.3. 

Lt.-Col. J. C. Jefferson, Canadian Army, Overseas.  

Harold Joseph Haight, 10625-100 Ave, Edmonton.  

R. A. Kidd. 2130-N. 52 St. Seattle, Washington. 

Major H. L. Holloway, c/o F. T. Pinnell, 10845- 86 Avenue, Edmonton, 

Alta. 
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JOINS C.W.A.C. 

 

Audrey S. Porritt, Edmonton, enlisted in the C.W.A.C.’s last August. 

She is the daughter of Frank Porritt, now of Edmonton and formerly of 

Jarvie, Alta. Porritt served in D coy. of the Old Battalion. 

 

MENTIONED IN RAID 

The name of Sgt. Jack Pollard, Westlock, Alta, appeared in a news 

report of last Sept. 18th as having been one of those who took part in an 

air raid on a big rubber factory at the French city of Montlucon. Jack, we 

have reason to believe, is the son or close relation of Jim Pollard, who 

served in D coy. Jack was also mentioned along with others over the 8 

o’clock news Saturday morning Nov. 27th as having been in another big 

raid that week. 

 

At Tonight’s Banquet 
The Entertainment committee in charge of tonight’s arrangements is 

composed of Lt.-Col. R. W. Hale, John Michaels and Harry Stonehewer 

and those responsible for refreshments, General Griesbach, Lt. Col. Hale, 

Neville Jones, John Michaels and Dan Collins. 

 

It is expected that a number of returned 1st Battalion Loyal Edmonton 

Regiment men will be in attendance at this annual dinner, to which they 

have been sent a cordial invitation. 

 

At the last meeting of the executive, members of the Association 

voted unanimously to appoint Lieut. Col. Ted Brown, M.M., an Honorary 

Member notification to be made at the dinner by the General to Lieut. 

Col. Brown who has been invited to be present. 

 

Identification badges, worn on the left coat lapels, will be seen at 

tonight’s banquet. These will show the Christian and surname of each 

member. It is expected that they will help lagging memories which might 

not otherwise instantly recall the names of those who are well known to 

their old friends. These badges should be kept for future use at other 

functions. 

 

The Association cabled a Christmas message to the Officer 

Commanding, 1st Battalion, Loyal Edmonton Regiment. It read . . 

“Season’s Greetings to All Ranks”. The boys overseas may be sure that 

best wishes for their early and safe return are sincere and are shared by 

all of us. 

 

There will be no doubt in the minds of those who attend this year’s 

dinner that the main dining room is much more suitable and acceptable 

than the upstairs one which was assigned to us a year ago. Cramped 

quarters prevented freedom of movement which is now again possible. 
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LATE NEWS ON GOING TO PRESS 

Charles Hill, 436746, is now at Norman Wells, N.W.T., and is under 

the supervision of our one-time Adjutant Walker L. Taylor, apparently 

they are nosing around for oil. Charley wants to make sure his magazine 

gets down North to him. 

 

Elmer L. Winter, 15495 Westbrook Ave. Detroit 233, Michigan, 

writes to thank all of us for the magazine and is looking forward to the 

next one. He sends the season’s greetings to all. 

 

In a picture appearing in a local paper was a group of Naval Prob. 

Sub-Lts. at the Coast, and of those shown one was Prob. Sub-Lt. James 

Mair, 10712 - 111 St., son of Our Wm. G., who served with C coy and 

another Prob. Sub-Lt. John Wampler, 10525 - 83 Ave. whose Daddy is 

Our Charley Wampler, Steady D. 

 

H. E. Tanner, D coy. was re-elected President of the Edmonton 

Branch of the Canadian Legion for his third successive term on Sunday, 

Dec. 19th. 

 

Walter Ferguson was in charge and ably assisted by Tommy Robb 

and L. G. Brown made a very good job of the returns in the Red, Deer 

Byelection. When a superb job was made according to. local reports. 

 

Funeral service was held at Montreal Dec. 27 for W. L. Tennent, 59, 

one of the original members of the “Dumbell” concert party. It brings 

back poignant memories of the old war days to read of the passing of any 

of these highly popular entertainers. 

 

Pilot Officer William Galliver, R.C.A.F., who was recently promoted 

to that rank, spent the Christmas holidays with his parents. 

 

Pilot Officer “Don” Farrugia, who graduated last August and was on 

duty down East, was home for the holiday season before proceeding 

overseas. You will all remember his Dad as one of the H.Q. 

stalwarts and now overseas with the 1st Bn. Loyal Edmontons. 

 

OUR THANKS TO THE NEWSPAPERS 

The many pictures appearing in this issue indicate the 

generosity of both the Edmonton Journal and the Edmonton 

Bulletin in their co-operation by loaning cuts for publication. We 

are grateful to both of our local newspapers for the help they give 

the magazine committee. We also thank all those who assisted in 

the publication of our magazine. 

Do not forget the Advertisers when making your purchase as 

the “sinews of war” are mainly received through their patronage. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Jan 1944    No. 38             THE FOURTY NINER 
 

Page 47 of 48 
 

 

 

 



Jan 1944    No. 38             THE FOURTY NINER 
 

Page 48 of 48 
 

 

 


