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THE FUTURE OF OUR ASSOCIATION 
Prior to the outbreak of the present war all we could see in the 

future was the gradual lessening of our strength, due to the activities 

of the Grim Reaper. Some humorists liked to envisage the day when 

the last man would attend our annual church parade in a wheeled 

chair, to enjoy the melancholy distinction of being the last of his kind. 

Then came the present war and all was changed. Our 1st 

Battalion, wearing our buttons and badges and proud of our history 

and traditions, marched off to war and left all the rest of us feeling 

pretty sick. At first we couldn’t believe that our 1st Battalion could 

be within one hundred miles of the sort of fellows we were in our 

prime but gradually, as we looked them over and sized them up, we 

came to the conclusion that they were probably just as good as we 

ever were. However, they have not yet been tested in battle and they 

have not yet been called upon to stand up for the best part of four 

years to a constantly growing casualty list. In the last war the old 

Battalion had 997 officers and men killed in action, or died of wounds 

received in action, and 2,282 officers and men wounded in action. 

From first to last between four and five thousand men passed through 

the Battalion. We were very proud of our record and reputation and 

we had thought that when the gentleman in the wheeled chair 

departed this life, we should be through; however, as I have said, all 

is changed. Our gallant young Battalion gives promise of great things 

when their opportunity comes. 

At this moment our 2nd Battalion is under orders to move to the 

West coast 

It follows, therefore, that the day will come when all our warriors 

return to Edmonton. Our Association is probably the best organized 

and most active ex-servicemen’s organization in Canada, and as our 

young soldiers return it will be the policy of the Association to take 

them in on precisely equal terms with those who served in the last 

war. This was the effect of a resolution passed at our last general 

meeting. As the members of the young Battalion return to Edmonton 

and to civil life it is our hope that they will join our Association and 

play their proper part in all its undertakings. It follows that in due 

course these young soldiers will take over the offices in our 

organization and carry it on. relieving those who, since the last 

demobilization, have given so much time and energy to the work of 

the Association. 

We would hope, in the meantime, to maintain the closest relations 

with our 1st and 2nd Battalions for it is upon these men, as they have 

the opportunity to play a great part, that we must ultimately entrust 

not only all our traditions but all the traditions, honours and 

distinctions which our young Battalions may have gained meanwhile. 

LIFE MEMBERS 

Major General, Hon. W. A. Griesbach, 12916 102 Avenue, 

Edmonton. 

Mrs. Dorothy Weaver, 10223 117th St., Edmonton. 

Mrs. A. K. Hobbins, 10241-114th Street. 

Major A. P. Chattell, 10520 126 street, Edmonton.  

Capt. G. D. Hunt, 12320 104th Avenue, Edmonton.  

Capt. J. C. Thompson, A31, “Gleneagles” Cote des Neiges Rd., 

Montreal. 

Lieut. N. A. Campbell, Alberta Nash Co. Ltd., Calgary, Alberta. 

Lieut. I. W. Anderson, 26 Clowes Avenue, Leaside, Toronto. 

Capt. The Rev. W. A. R. Ball, St. John’s Redhill, Surrey, England. 

Major J. R. Lowery, Pacific Building, Vancouver, B.C. 

Earle O. Hay, 11138 65 street, Edmonton. 

Neville H. Jones, 11252 125 street, Edmonton. 

Walter Jordan, 12206 Stony Plain Road, Edmonton. 

Lieut. R. P. Ottewell, 85 Richmond Street West, Toronto, Ontario. 

Mrs. Mary Boyle, 7518 8th Wilton Place, Los Angeles, 

California. 

J. E. Brady, Luscar, Alberta. 

A. Croasdale, 29 Newton Road, Ashton-on-Ribble, Lancashire, 

England. 

Lieut. J. F. E. Carman, RMD 4, Gordon Head, Victoria, B.C. 

E. J. Sharp, 13 Stanhope Place, Edinburgh, Scotland. 

Lieut. A. M. Macdonald, 9844 89 Avenue, Edmonton. 

Mr. W. E. Palmer, 1004 Eucalyptus Avenue, South, Inglewood, 

California, U.S.A. 

Lieut. T. N. Ramsey, 12310 Jasper Ave. Edmonton. 

Major F. L. Bradburn, 408 George Street, Peterboro, Ontario. 

Major Bertram Tayler, Peace Cottage, Brendon, North Devon, 

England. 

Major F. S. Winser, Idaho Springs, Colorado, U.S.A. 

A. F. Proctor, 309-10 U.S. National Building, The Dalles, 

Oregon. 

N. Arnold, 11908 92 street, Edmonton. 

Lieut. Colonel H. G. Young, D.S.O., M.C., 202 Scott Block, 

Moose Jaw, Sask. 

Lieut.-Col H. G. Nolan, 808 Royal Ave., Calgary, Alberta. 

O. Muckleston 10924-126th Street. 

Eric L. Harvie, 303-36th Ave. W., Calgary, Alta.  

Capt. Joseph Walter Hunter, South Alberta Regt. 

Lt. Col. E. R. Knight, E.D., H.Q. Staff, Currie Bks., Calgary, 

Alberta. 

W. Weir, Edmonton, Alberta. 

Wm. Bruce, Wembley, Alberta. 

Mrs. A. W. Owen, 936 Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, Illinois, 

U.S.A. 

  



Jan 1942    No. 34             THE FOURTY NINER 
 

Page 6 of 49 
 

Presentation of Colours by His Majesty the King 
The King’s Address — Colours Consecrated by Chaplains — Interesting Ceremony Recorded in Photograph — Credit Due 

Those who Arranged for Presentation 
 

Colours were presented to the Carleton and York Regiment and the 

Edmonton Regiment by His Majesty the King at Caterham, Surrey, 

England, Dominion Day, July 1, 1941. 

In a neatly arranged souvenir book of the ceremonies, printed by Gale 

& Polden, Ltd., Aldershot, appears the following: — On front cover are 

reproductions of the Cap badges, names and colours of the two regiments. 

First page, Badges, name of ceremony, Battalions, by whom presented, 

place and date; second page, short history of the Carleton and York 

Regiment. Third page, a short history of The Edmonton Regiment .... 

On January 4th, 1915, the Edmonton Regiment was mobilized as the 

49th Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary Force, in Edmonton, Alberta, 

Canada, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel W. A. Griesbach, 

now Major-General The Honourable W. A. Griesbach, C.B., C.M.G., 

D.S.O., V.D., K.C., Inspector-General of Western Canada, and the 

present Honorary Colonel of the Regiment. 

In May 1915, prior to entraining for the port of embarkation, Colours 

were presented by His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of the Province 

of Alberta at a joint presentation with the 51st Battalion, Canadian 

Expeditionary Force. 

The Regiment arrived in England on June 15th, 1915 and in 

September of that year the Colours were deposited in Canterbury 

Cathedral, just before the Regiment embarked for France. 

In December 1918, the Colours were obtained from the Cathedral and 

the Regiment embarked for Canada, arriving in Edmonton on March 21st, 

1919. Demobilization was carried out and on September 15th, 1920, the 

Regiment was reorganized as a unit of the Non-Permanent Active Militia. 

On September 1st, 1939, the Regiment was mobilized as a unit of the 

Canadian Active Service Force and left Edmonton on December 15th, 

1939, arriving in Great Britain on December 30th, 1939. 

The Colours which are now presented are the gift of Major-General 

Griesbach and the late Lieutenant Colonel J. Ramsey, who was Honorary 

Lieutenant-Colonel of the Regiment. 

The existing Colours are now in custody of the 2nd Battalion 

Edmonton Regiment in Edmonton, Alberta. 

Fourth page, Colours of Carleton and York Regiment. Fifth page, 

Colours of the Edmonton Regiment. Sixth and Seventh pages, Roll of 

Officers of both regiments. Eighth page. Order of Ceremony. 

1. The two Battalions are formed up on three sides of a square 

facing the saluting base. 

2. His Majesty arrives at the saluting base and is received with a 

royal salute. 

3. His Majesty inspects the Battalions. 

4. The Drums are piled and the new Colours are placed on them. 

5. The new Colours are consecrated by the Protestant and Roman 

Catholic Assistant Principal Chaplains to the Canadian Forces, former 

chaplains of the two regiments respectively, assisted by the present 

Chaplain. 

6. His Majesty presents the new Colours. 

7. His Majesty addresses the Battalions. 

8. The General Salute is given to the new Colours, which are 

marched to their position in slow time. 

9. The Battalions march past His Majesty in quick time. Band and 

Drums: “The Hundred Pipers” “Bonnie Dundee”. 

10. The Colours are marched away. 

11. The officers fall out and the Battalions march away. 

Ninth page, The King’s Address, as follows: 

Colonel Lawson, Colonel Wilson, Officers, Warrant Officers, Non-

Commissioned Officers and Men of the Carleton & York Regiment, and 

of the Edmonton Regiment. 

Today is Dominion Day, and I am very glad to be spending it among 

my Canadian Troops. 

Many of you, maybe, have never before been out of Canada on your 

National Day; you will all, I know, be thinking of those near and dear to 

you whom you have left at home. 

With all my heart I hope that it may not be long before you are with 

them again. Meanwhile, remember that wherever you may be called on 

to meet, and beat, the enemy, you will be defending your own homes as 

surely as if you were fighting on the very soil of New Brunswick or 

Alberta. 

Your two regiments perpetuate no less than seven battalions of the 

Canadian Expeditionary Force which, a quarter of a century ago, went 

out to win immortal fame under the inspiring leadership of Lord Byng 

and Sir Arthur Currie. The traditions then established, the high honour 

which was then won, are also perpetuated in the Colours that I now 

present to you. I am very proud to do so, for I know that you will ever 

hold them safe and will sustain the great ideals of which they are the 

outward symbols. 

I wish you, one and all, the best of good luck. 1st July 1941 

(Sgd.) George R.I. 

Tenth page, Photo of Arrival of His Majesty. Eleventh page, The 

King Inspects. Twelfth page, His Majesty presents the New Colours. 

Thirteenth page, Consecration .... 

The New Colours are consecrated by the Protestant. and Roman 

Catholic Assistant Principal Chaplains to the Canadian Forces, former 

Chaplains of the two Regiments respectively, assisted by the present 

Chaplains. His Majesty addresses the Battalions. 

Fourteenth page, the March Past. Fifteenth page, The King chats with 

the High Commissioners for Canada and departure of His Majesty. 

Sixteenth and Seventeenth pages, Officers and Colours of both 

Regiments. Eighteenth and nineteenth pages, Colour Party of both 

Regiments. Twentieth and Twenty-first pages, Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4 Guard 

Companies of Carleton and York Regiment. Nos. Twenty second and 

Twenty third pages, Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, Guard Companies of the Edmonton 

Regiment. 

The Whole formed a very Historic and Memorable account in photo 

of the ceremony which was the first time His Majesty had presented 

Colours to Canadian Regiments in England. We wish both regiments 

Good Luck in enhancing the reputation and adding honours and luster to 

the colours and names of the regiments they have the honour to 

perpetuate. 

Initial steps for new colours for the 49th Battalion, 1st Edmonton 

Regiment were taken in 1938 by the then commanding officer of the 

Militia Unit, Lt. Col. P. L. Debney, M.M. 
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PRESENTATION OF COLOURS BY HIS MAJESTY THE KING, JULY, 1941 

 
In the Above Colour Party appear the following: 

Reg.-Sgt.-Maj. A. C. Sachse; Coy.-Sgt.-Maj. J. C. Anderson; Sgt. E. F. Clarke; Coy.-Sgt.-Maj. R. J. Stone; Sgt. L. E. Taplin; Lieut. W. 

T. Cromb (King’s Colour) ; Coy.-Sgt.-Maj. F. A. Bryant; Lieut. W. S. Backman (Regimental Colour) ; Major G. M. Beaton, E.D.; 

Major W. G. Bury. 
 

 

When Lt. Col. W. G. Stillman succeeded to the command in 

March 1939, negotiations for the colours were in the stage of going 

through the College of Heralds. 

Before the outbreak of war, the intention was to have the 

presentation take place in Canada, but were then held in England. 

Application was made by Lt. Col. Stillman for their presentation 

there. The order of choice being, 1st The King, 2nd The Queen, 3rd 

the Duke of Gloucester, 4th the Duke of Kent. Presentations of the 

History of the Regiment, etc. were submitted for consideration of this 

request. 

His Majesty graciously consented to present the Colours and 

arrangements were completed for the ceremony in April 1940. The 

Norway operation and the departure for Northern ports cancelled 

these proceedings. 

A second date for June being set, the battalion was drilled by 

R.S.M. of the Guards. This date also was cancelled, but finally 

arrangements were completed for Dominion Day, July 1, 1941. In the 

meantime Lt. Col. E. B. Wilson having succeeded Col. Stillman the 

final duties in regards to the ceremonies were in his charge. 

Nothing having interfered with arrangements it finally took place 

on that date. Credit is due to all those who carried out the arduous 

duties involved in the long preparations necessary for the correct 

conduct of this splendid and interesting ceremony. The soldierly 

bearing in the presentation and march past ceremonies reflected the 

hard work done by all the Officers, N.C.O.’s and Men. 

N.B. — This report of the colour presentation has had to be 

compiled from very meagre records by our staff in Edmonton. 

Consequently the report is not complete and may not give due 

mention to the people directly concerned, but this will be remedied 

when their own report is received. This also applies to the report of 

the Spitzbergen Raid. 

—Editor. 
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ORIGINAL COLOURS REPOSED IN HISTORIC CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL DURING LAST 

WAR YEARS 
It was the three hundred ladies of the Borden Club, of Edmonton, 

who in the early months of 1915, worked with their own hands, each 

one executing some part of the beautiful embroidery, the 49th 

Battalion Colours which were presented at Victoria Park, on the 

afternoon of May 10th, 1915. The ceremony was imposing and 

impressive and was witnessed by more than 10,000 spectators. The 

colours were consecrated by Bishop Gray of All Saints Pro-

Cathedral. It was Mrs. A. F. Ewing, who, on behalf of the ladies of 

the Club, handed the King’s and Regimental Colours to Lieuts. 

Gregory and P. MacNaughton. The other members of the Colour 

Party were Reg. Sergeant Major Hobbs, C.S.M. Walsh, C.S.M. 

Dancocks and Sgt, W. Smith. The whole battalion attended and few 

will forget the march which was viewed by so many thousands along 

the route. It was an afternoon’s march of ten miles for those taking 

part. 

Colours go to England 

When the 49th went overseas, the Colours accompanied the 

Regiment. On September 23rd they were deposited in the sacred 

precincts of Canterbury Cathedral for safe custody during the war. 

The Colour and escort were accompanied by Lieut. Col. W. A. 

Griesbach, Majors Hobbins, Daniels and Palmer, together with forty-

nine other ranks. Lieut. P. MacNaughton carried the King’s Colours 

and Lieut. D. D. McLeod, the regimental ensign. The armed escort 

was in charge of Lieut. R. H. W. Clowes. It was the Very Rev. the 

Dean (Dr. Wace) of the Metropolitan Cathedral of Canterbury who 

accepted the Colours as an honourable charge for the war’s duration. 

Present at the ceremony were Mrs. W. A. Griesbach, Mrs. L. C. 

Harris, Mrs. R. H. Palmer and Miss Griesbach, of the Borden Club. 

Edmonton, whose members embroidered and presented the Colours 

originally. 

From Mons to Get Colours 

Until Dec. 13th, 1918, our Colours hung from the walls of the 

famous Cathedral’s transept by the side of those belonging to H.M.S. 

Kent and of the Buffs. A party journeyed from Mons in Belgium to 

reclaim them and consisted of Major C. Y. Weaver, D.S.O., Lieut. B. 

H. Whiting, M.M., Sgt. Harry Downton, Cpl. F. Shepley, Lee. Cpl. J. 

D. B. Osborne, M.M. and Bar and Pte. P. Lunn. On arrival at 

Canterbury they were joined by fifteen or more members of the 

Regiment who happened to be in England. It was they who formed 

an Escort Party. 

Were Faithfully Guarded 

It was at 1:30 on a very windy, bleak afternoon that the twenty 

odd Forty-Niners asked to be admitted at the West Door of the old 

Cathedral to take over the Colours which had been so faithfully 

guarded while the regiment was engaged in the war campaign. Dean 

Wace met the party and delivered an address which was full of 

commendable references to what the Regiment had done in France 

dealing as he did with major engagements, in which the 49th had 

taken part, its losses, its honours and its records. Lieut. R. H. W. 

Clowes was handed the King’s Colours and Lieut. H. E. Floen 

received the Regimental Colours. It will be recalled that each of these 

officers lost a leg while serving with the Regiment. Major Weaver 

signed the Cathedral register by way of receipt for the Colours. 

Taken Back to France 

With the Colours unfurled and waving in the wind, the party 

marched through the crowded streets of cheering citizens of 

Canterbury. The Colours were taken to London where they remained 

overnight in Wellington Barracks, a guard being mounted over them. 

The next day started them on their way back to the Battalion at La 

Hulpe, near the field of Waterloo, via Boulogne, St. Omer, Chareroi 

and Namur. 

And Then Back to Canada 

On March 22nd, 1919, the Colours were returned to Canada with 

the Regiment and on September 12th of the same year when the then 

Prince of Wales visited Edmonton, the Colours were handed over to 

the safekeeping of the Government of the Province of Alberta and 

were deposited in the Parliament Buildings. On this occasion the 

Colour Party consisted of Capt. R. C. Arthurs, M.C., who carried the 

King’s Colours, Lieut. G. D. K. Kinnaird, the Regimental ones and 

C.S.M. Girvan, Sgts. Harry Stonehewer, M.M. and Harry Downton. 

Capt. Jas. McQueen, M.C. commanded the armed Escort. Major C. 

Y. Weaver, D.S.O. and Major A. P. Chattel, D.S.O. placed the two 

banners in the brackets which were set up for that purpose in the 

gallery of the Buildings. 

At a later date, the Colours were recovered by the 1st Battalion, 

Edmonton Regiment (49th C.E.F.) from the Parliament Buildings and 

are now in safe custody at the Prince of Wales Armoury, Edmonton. 

They repose in a magnificent quarter-cut oak cabinet which was 

especially built to house them, the work having been done by J. 

Thompson, an old bandsman. The funds to build it were generously 

furnished by General Griesbach. 
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NOTES TO THE FORTY - NINER 
By Lieutenant J. R. Washburn 

Further Accounts of 1st Battalion’s Work — Life Both Colorful and Drab 
 

The account in the July issue of the Forty- Niner of the doings of 

the 1st Battalion ended with a guarded statement that “an Alberta 

Regiment” had been presented with its colours by the King on 

Dominion Day. As you know, it has since been officially revealed, 

what was obvious to most people from the first announcement, that 

the regiment was the Edmonton Regiment (49 C.E.F.). We need not 

add to the very full accounts given in the Edmonton press of that 

memorable day, except, perhaps, one little humorous episode that 

occurred during training for the presentation. 

For some weeks prior to the presentation the Battalion was drilled 

along with the Carleton and York Regiment, who were also to receive 

their colours, at a Guards Depot by Guards Instructors. The R.S.M. 

of the depot, an Irish Guardsman, was a man of fearsome aspect, well 

over six feet tall, enormous of chest and moustache, with a voice like 

a bull. One morning Lt. Col. Wilson’s driver, Pte. Wade, who had 

parked the Colonel’s car in the wrong place, was approached by the 

R.S.M. and told with some curtness to move it. Wade, not knowing 

by whom he was addressed, looked the R.S.M. up and down, finally 

spotted the harp and crest on his arm, (badge of an R.S.M. of the Irish 

Guards). Thrusting out his chin he replied: — “I’m not going to be 

told what to do by any blankety-blank bandsman!” 

We draw the veil over what happened next, but, in the end, after 

the proper explanations and apologies had been made, Wade was 

released, thankful to have escaped with his life. 

The Battalion has been billeted for such a long time in a certain 

charming little village that we are almost considered to be local 

inhabitants and have entered fully into the life of the village. Recently 

our pioneers completed an “Aldershot Oven”, for large scale baking 

in emergency, and presented it to the villagers for their use in case of 

invasion. We play soccer against village teams and have even 

initiated some of them into the mysteries of baseball. Indeed, a large 

number of Edmonton Regiment men have married local girls and thus 

provided a permanent link between ourselves and the village. As yet, 

however, the Battalion’s most eligible bachelor, Capt. A. A. Gilchrist, 

has not been snared by any of the local beauties. 

The Edmonton Regiment band is as popular as ever and plays not 

only for the various company dances, but also at large functions at 

the request of local civilians. Stan Shedden, for such a long time the 

able leader of the band, has now gone to Corps to do band work there. 

We wish him the best of luck. 

A lot of originals with the new Battalion now no longer wear the 

best badge in the world because of the fact that they are skilled 

tradesmen and have been transferred to the technical services. 

A while ago a number of chickens belonging to a local farmer 

suddenly disappeared. Their disappearance remained a mystery until, 

unfortunately feathers were discovered in an air-raid shelter adjacent 

to B company billets. B company is now studying more efficient 

methods for the disposal of waste. The chickens came to 10 shillings 

apiece. 

It has not been easy for men, well-trained, confident and anxious 

to fight to bear the continued inaction and carry out the same routine 

of drill and training with enthusiasm. It has been especially hard since 

the invasion of Russia. To be mere spectators of that gigantic and 

fateful struggle is indeed wearing. However, the morale of the 

Battalion has remained high in spite of the long period of galling 

inaction. The move north that culminated in the Spitzbergen 

expedition was welcomed by all ranks. That in the end only a little 

more than one company actually took part in the raid, and that there 

were no Jerries on the island, was our bad luck. We do, however, take 

a quiet pride in the fact that of the two infantry battalions originally 

picked to go out of the entire Canadian Corps, ours was one, and that 

the only infantry personnel that finally went was from the 49th. 

A short time ago we were very glad to welcome Major M. F. H. 

Browse, M.M., C.Q.M.S. Gauchie, P.S.M. Pratt, and R.S.M. 

Ferguson who visited the Battalion on their return to England from 

Canada. Another recent visitor was Mr. F. M. Gerrie, managing editor 

of the Edmonton Journal, in England on a short business trip for his 

newspaper. He was greeted by many old friends. We have just said 

farewell and Godspeed to Capt. John Adams and Lieut. R. Proctor 

who are returning to Canada to a staff course. Before Capt. Adams 

left, he raffled off his car to members of the Battalion. It was won by 

Major J. C. Jefferson. 

With “fall” came the largest army manoeuvers ever to be held in 

England. Our part in them took us over a goodly portion of the south 

of England from Kent to Bedfordshire. The swiftness with which we 

moved enabled us to capture more than 150 of the “enemy” and 

brought many compliments from the umpires. We note also, with due 

modesty, that the Battalion made nearly a clean sweep of the recent 

Divisional small-arms competition. Among other prizes won by 

marksmen of the Battalion was a medal by Pte. English of B company 

for best shot in the 1st Canadian Division. The runner up in that 

competition was Sgt. Burry, the armourer sergeant, well known in 

Edmonton shooting circles. In the Canadian Corps sports the 

Edmonton Regiment tug-of-war team outpulled everyone else to 

victory and a weeks special leave. 

Summer lingered a long time this year, roses blooming as late as 

the middle of October. The fall frosts came suddenly a short time ago, 

coloring the leaves much more brightly than is usual in England and 

reminding us very poignantly of autumn in Alberta. Now the winter 

rains are beginning, and the long dark nights, our thoughts naturally 

turn to Christmas and those we love at home. For most of us this will 

be our third Christmas overseas; for nearly all at least our second. 

When our time comes, we’ll remember we have the Germans to thank 

for this long separation. 

To all of you at home we would say thanks from the bottom of 

our hearts for your great kindness and generosity in sending parcels 

and cigarettes. The knowledge that your thoughts are with us sustains 

us and keeps us cheerful. To all of you we wish a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year. One of these Christmases we’ll be 

seeing you.
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A Touched-Up War Diary — F. R. Hasse, Reg. No. 432944 
The author of this War Diary is F. R. Hasse, a member of “A” coy. and later “The Signals” and “Transport. He is now a resident of Victoria, B.C., having taken a twenty-

year pension from the R.C.M. Police. This Diary is of absorbing interest to the men who were with the battalion in the earlier days in France, just as Mounsey’s War Diary 

was of particular interest to the men who were in France in the later stages. This is the fourteenth instalment. 
 

CHAPTER 14 

August 13th 1918 — Ration teams returning from the line last night 

bring word that the battalion had five men killed yesterday. From all 

accounts Fritz has fallen back on the trenches behind the wire of the 

1916 line. In morning see seven German planes flying overhead and 

as we are watching them, they are attacked by a solitary and impudent 

British fighter who swoops down out of the blue and proceeds to 

shoot it out with them. In spite of the seven to one odds, he succeeds 

in downing a Fritzie before he 

is shot down himself. He 

narrowly misses our horse 

lines, and his plane is badly 

damaged as it hits the ground. 

He is badly bruised and has a 

bullet wound in his shoulder, 

but he is grinning as he is 

helped out of the plane Jimmy 

Durrell. who was on a burial 

party last night, tells us that 

amongst those they buried were 

the members of a tank crew. 

Bodies were charred beyond 

recognition, for a direct hit had 

set the tank on fire and the crew 

had been trapped inside it. 

Draft from Etaples arrives for 

the battalion. It includes 

Gauvin who states he is glad to 

get away from Etaples, the 

place having been bombed of 

late every night. 

August 14th — An air fight between about a dozen of our planes 

and about an equal number of the enemy. The honours even, for two 

of ours and two of theirs are shot down. Hear that the 49th and the 

Princess Pats made a further advance today and secured a few 

prisoners. French papers report that 40,000 prisoners and 700 guns 

have been taken in the fighting of the past week, of which the 

Canadians’ bag is 9,000 prisoners and 150 guns. Bombing as usual at 

night. 

August 15th — Down in the transport we have only vague news of 

how the battalion has been faring up the line these last two or three 

days. But we hear to-day that the boys took part in the capture of 

Parvillers, which was effected by the 7th Brigade. A bunch of 

prisoners and a few machine guns taken at the same time. Battalion 

is to come out of the line tonight. 

August 16th — Get warned at short notice for a move. Set out at 

4.00 p.m. Travelling pleasant in the cool of the day. Pass a tank which 

has been fired by a direct hit — that appears to have been the fate of 

a number of them. Captured German supplies in evidence everywhere 

— ammunition, guns, lorries, etc. Camp in Valley Woods, which we 

reach just before dark. No enemy planes overhead and we are glad to 

get a sound sleep. 

August 17th — Battalion is credited with the capture of more than 

300 Hienies, 12 guns and over fifty machine-guns in the fighting from 

August 8th to 15th. Not too dusty for men who knew naught about 

the art of war two or three years ago. Our casualties in the same period 

were 21 killed and 97 wounded. A big and welcome Canadian mail. 

Of all the bugle calls there is none more popular than “Letter from 

lousy Lou, boys; letter from lousy Lou.” In evening take a stroll with 

Tom James. Look over some enemy gun pits and see where several 

of our shells have made direct hits. Afterwards go over to an old 

chateau on the other side of the Roye-Amiens Road. This chateau, 

which was captured by the French, must have been the scene of heavy 

fighting, for although burial parties have been busy there are still 

some German dead lying around. They have been dead for more than 

a week — and this is midsummer. 

August 18th — A welcome shower of rain in the morning. Clears 

up later as the 7th Brigade marches past President Poincaire, General 

Haig and other notables. In evening walk over to Villers aux Erables 

and see the great array of captured guns, machine-guns, trench 

mortars and material lined up near- the Roye-Amiens Road. The guns 

must number about fifty. A good many of them badly crippled. 

Amongst them are three old French guns dated 1878. These forty year 

old guns apparently had been used by the French, and again by the 

Germans after they had captured them. 

On turning in after “Lights Out,” the stillness of the night is 

broken by a cornet player, rendering song after song which the troops 

love so well. After each solo the woods resound with applause and 

shouts of “Encore.” That cornet player, whoever he is, has stirred up 

memories of home and loved ones, and “God bless him” say we all—

if not in actual words at least in thought. This little incident, somehow 

or other, brings to mind Brete Harte’s poem which describes, a group 

of rough miners around a campfire in ‘49, and goes on to relate how 

one of their number produces his Dickens and reads aloud, to the 

hushed audience, of Little Nell wandering through English meadows. 

August 19th — Battalion entrains at 9:00 p.m. for an unknown 

destination. We of the Transport take the road. Travel through 

Hangard, which has been badly battered about by shell fire. We are 

obviously headed in the direction of Amiens, for we are never far 

from the Roye-Amiens Road. Get to the outskirts of Amiens at 2:00 

a.m. and camp in an open field.
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August 20th — Sleep in until noon. After breakfast (or dinner) a 

bunch of us go down to a nearby pleasure lake and have a great swim 

in the cool clear water. Rennie James surprises all and sundry by his 

aquatic skill. Dives from the roof of a summer house, at risk of his 

ruddy neck, for the building has been hit by a shell and it quivers and 

shakes under his weight. On the road again at 9:00 p.m. Keep to the 

outskirts of Amiens and we are disappointed at not getting a glimpse 

of the cathedral. Travel through Flesselles, Havernas, Canaples, 

Montrelet and reach Bonneville, where we camp, as the dawn breaks. 

It has been a good march, under an almost full moon. No word yet as 

to when we connect up with the battalion. 

August 21st — After breakfast it gets very hot — as hot a day as 

any we have had this summer. There are some good trees however on 

our camping ground and we lie in the shade and get a few hours’ 

sleep. On the march again at 4:30 p.m. Our road goes through Candas, 

which is full of Americans, and Doullens. Get news of the successful 

British drive towards Bapaume and we meet numerous ambulances 

full of men who have been wounded in the engagement. The slight 

cases are much elated at the way the day has gone. Also hear rumours 

of a French success near Soissons. We are held up several times on 

the road and we do not reach Iverguy, our destination, until midnight. 

Glad to find the battalion here, for we may get a chance now to catch 

up with the sleep we’ve lost the last couple of days. 

August 22nd—Another hot day. Drop into estaminet in early 
evening. There is a piano in the place and little Twist is at the keys — 

looking more like a cherubic choir boy than the tough little soldier 

that he is. He is playing the old favourites and the troops are singing 

them lustily. Some of the fellows are half tight and there are loud 

demands for “She married a man, etc.” and other bawdy songs; but 

there are two girls waiting on the tables and, on their account, Twist 

refuses the demands of the Bacchanalians. The girls, two buxom 

wenches, have probably heard the songs before but Twist makes up 

his mind they are not going to hear them as long as he is at the ivories. 

A little scene this that will remain in the memory — Twist laughingly 

and good naturedly holding the fort of virtue against the licentious 

soldiery. 

At 9:00 p.m. the battalion gets a sudden order to move. Limbers 

are hurriedly loaded any old way — which makes the drivers swear, 

for an ill- balanced limber is hard on the horses — and we are on the 

road in quick time. The entire brigade travels together. It is a forced 

march and quite a number of fellows, who have been over imbibing 

in the estaminets, find the pace too hot and they fall out. As we march 

through the night, we constantly hear our bombing planes overhead 

on their way to visit Fritzie. It is a full moon and a great night for 

dropping eggs. We journey through Magincourt and eventually reach 

Izel-les-Hameau, where we camp. It has been a hard march, and no 

one will need rocking to sleep to-night. 

August 23rd — Sleep in until noon. Pull out of Izelles-Hameau at 

6:00 p.m. Skies are overcast and there is a heavy shower shortly after 

we have started. Journey through Habarcq and soon hit the Arras-St. 

Pol main road. Get to our destination, Auzin St. Aubin, after a hard 

march. Take over some old artillery lines. There are some heavy guns 

near our camp, so we can expect night bombing. 

 
THE ADVERTISERS MAKE OUR MAGAZINE A POSSIBILITY. THEY DESERVE OUR BEST SUPPORT. 
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August 24th—Fritz was over last night all right but nothing was 

dropped close to our lines. Our machine-guns, firing from the ground, 

kicked up quite a racket and did us out of a good deal of sleep. There 

were so many of them, and the firing was so continuous, that they 

would appear to be putting up a barrage of machine-gun bullets. 

Spend day lazily in Auzin St. Aubin. Read in the papers of the 

announcement that in future decorations will only be awarded for 

gallantry under fire — an order that the troops welcome. We have all 

heard of the baker down at the Base who was awarded the D.C.M. for 

working umpteen hours at a stretch when bread was urgently needed 

(or should it be kneaded). No doubt that baker did a good bit of work, 

but any front-line man has endured more fatigue, again and again, and 

under shell fire too. A long spell of bread baking would have looked 

pretty cushy to us when we were packing supplies for the engineers 

along the V.C. Road at Kemmel in ’15. Green troops we were then 

and night after night the engineers worked us to the point of 

exhaustion. 

August 25th — Hear that two German planes were brought down 

last night near Agnez-les-Duis- sans. Battalion goes up the line at 

7:00 p.m. They are to go over the bags to-morrow. A great deal of 

traffic on the road that runs by our horse lines. Half a dozen prisoners 

pass by, under escort of mounted guards with drawn swords. There 

can be only one reason for such a formidable escort — to protect the 

prisoners from civilians. No one ever heard of a Fritzie prisoner 

attempting to escape, at least not in the vicinity of the trenches. 

Remember seeing, on the Albert Road in ’16, about a hundred 

prisoners in charge of one jaunty youngster. 

August 26th—A heavy barrage opens up at 3:00 a.m. when the 

C.M.R.’s. go over the top. Vague rumours reach us throughout the 

day but we are unable to get any definite news of what is happening 

up the line. In evening, our section gets orders to move and we take 

the road through St. Catherine and Arras. Camp just on the other side 

of the latter city. Late at night we hear what has been happening 

during the day. A big advance has been made, and casualties have not 

been heavy. Fritz apparently was caught in the act of evacuating the 

line. Mouchy captured by the C.M.R.’s. The Princess Pats, caught in 

machine-gun fire, apparently suffered more than any other unit. Our 

section officer, Lt. Ottewell, reported among the wounded—had the 

bad luck to step on a trap-mine. 

August 27th — Am on picket duty from 2:00 a.m. to 7:00 a.m. 

Fritz is shelling the road behind us with some heavy stuff and some 

chunks of shrapnel land in our lines. Ration party return from up the 

line as the dawn is breaking. Shelling has been heavy and, now the 

danger is past, they give a highly entertaining account of it. They 

bring word that the battalion’s casualties yesterday amounted to 

twenty-nine killed and wounded, which is a good deal lighter than 

expected. Before I go off duty see a plane brought down in flames — 

it is a considerable distance away and it is hard to say whether it is 

one of our or theirs. Later in the day Hec McKenzie and I rustle up 

corrugated iron and rig up a shed for the feed. 

 

 



Jan 1942    No. 34             THE FOURTY NINER 
 

Page 13 of 49 
 

 

August 28th—Four prisoners are held at our lines for a couple of 

hours or so. They understand a little English and we talk with them. 

One of them is just off the Russian front and he shows us various 

snaps taken there. One of these snaps is of a group of German soldiers 

and Russian peasants and children—all mixed up together and 

looking happy enough. When we tell these prisoners there are a 

million and a half American soldiers in France they refuse to believe 

us and obviously think we are kidding them. One of them, a comical 

little fellow, gives a realistic description of the intensity of our 

barrage. “Bang, bang, bang, bang,” he shouts, and then ducks under 

a limber. Jack Carmichael comes down from the line and he tells us 

that “C” and “D” companies went over the top and got their objectives 

after quite a bit of fighting. Numerous prisoners captured and a 

number of machine-guns. Battalion is to come out tonight. 

August 29th—Battalion’s casualties in recent fighting have not 

been severe and quite disproportionate to the success gained. Another 

bunch of prisoners, eight in number, come down to our lines. They 

are Prussians, and most of them big fellows. We are having breakfast 

and for a time we ignore their hungry looks, but it is obvious that they 

are half starved and have likely had nothing to eat for perhaps a whole 

day or more—so we let them have some of our own slim rations, and 

very grateful the poor devils are. In afternoon we pack up and march 

through Arras in order to join the battalion. The city has been shelled 

a lot but much of it is still standing. Meet 4th Canadian Division 

moving up to the line, also many Imperials. Find battalion billeted on 

other side of Arras. Pitch our camp in open field. We are quite 

reconciled now to our happy home being an open field. Lt. McCauley 

becomes officer of our section—a most popular appointment. Sorry 

to hear that Tony Breedon is among the killed. 

August 31st—The wind is blowing direct to the German lines to-

day and our propaganda balloons can be seen floating over there with 

their loads of leaflets. There is something the matter with one of them 

and it falls into our camp. The leaflets appear to be well got up and 

the sort of thing that a German soldier might fall for. At noon we get 

sudden moving order. Limbers are hurriedly loaded and everything is 

in readiness—and then the move is cancelled. It’s a great old army all 

right. In evening take a walk into Arras and listen to the R.C.R. band 

playing in the open square. The battered Town Hall is on one side of 

the square and some diversion is caused when a pile of masonry falls 

from the building with a resounding crash. Fortunately, no casualties 

result. Vibration caused by the music quite possibly caused the 

tottering masonry to topple over, the R.C.R. bandsmen thus 

emulating, in a lesser degree, the feat of the trumpeters at beseiged 

Jericho. 

After the band concert visit the ruined Cathedral. There is enough 

of it still standing for one to realize what a magnificent building it 

must once have been. Arras in peace time must have been a beautiful 

city, and the wrecked buildings everywhere serve to intensify one’s 

hatred of war. On returning along the road to camp numerous ambu-

lances loaded with wounded men pass me. It is evident that severe 

fighting is still going on up the line. 

September 1st—Another order to move, and it is not cancelled 

this time. Get to Agnez-les-Duisans our destination, about noon. 

Billeted in large barn. Attend lecture in evening in Church Army Hut. 

The speaker, a Y.M.C.A. chaplain, predicts an early end to the war. 
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At one stage of his speech, he says he feels no ill will towards the 

German private soldier, a remark which, significantly, is greeted with 

applause by the soldier audience. But he goes on to condemn both 

German soldiers and civilians for being such dupes and sheep. A 

movie show follows. The main film, a poor affair sticky with false 

sentiment, is burlesqued by the audience — and a good time is had 

by all. Two- or three-years active service makes men wondrously 

sophisticated — had these same lads, now burlesquing the film, 

remained on the farms and in the lumber camps they would probably 

have been deeply moved, and perhaps genuinely distressed, by the 

sad plight of the heroine. 

Fellows are in reminiscent mood after “Lights Out” has gone and 

the talk continues well into the night after we have settled down in 

the straw of the big barn. Amongst the yarns told is of the time Tony 

Peterson got stuck in a mud-hole with his team of blacks, — it was 

back in ’15 shortly after the battalion reached France. Tony was pretty 

mad, for it was a real dirty night with the rain pelting down, and — 

well he wasn’t exactly saying his prayers. At that moment a padre 

(not ours) chanced to come along. Now, the average padre in France 

was a broadminded sort of fellow, with an understanding of the frailty 

of human nature, and, under the circumstances he would have con-

tinued on his way, perhaps whistling softly as he did so. But not so 

this padre. He went up to Tony and told him that the language he was 

using was not helping things one little bit. Whether Tony recognized 

the speaker as a padre is a debatable point — it was night as has 

already been related. But there is no uncertainty as to what Tony did; 

he turned on him with a fierce “Bless you, Buckley!” — whereupon 

the padre faded quietly away into the night. 

September 2nd — Battalion gets paid and is just about to step out 

and celebrate when we get a “stand-to.” Shortly after we set out 

towards the line. Word of a successful offensive reaches us, and this 

is confirmed, as we march through Arras, by German prisoners we 

meet. One batch alone must have totaled fifteen hundred. We camp 

near the lines we occupied four days ago. Get a “Daily Mail” in 

evening and read of the capture of Mt. St. Quentin and Kemmel Hill 

from the enemy. Capture of Perronne also reported. Things must be 

going our way all right. See German plane dive down on a nearby 

observation balloon. Occupants take to their parachutes. Fritz misses 

balloon with his inflammatory bullets and is about to turn round and 

have another shot at it when one of our machines gets on his tail and 

chases him back to his lines. 

September 3rd — Hard to know exactly what is happening up the 

line but what news we do get is good. Drivers who return from Arras 

report seeing a batch of 2,500 German prisoners being escorted 

through the city. Rumoured that the battalion is to go up the line to-

morrow. 

September 4th — Read in the “Daily Mail” how Canadians have 

smashed through the Hindenburg- Line. Strange that one has to get a 

newspaper to know what is happening on your own front. It must 

have been the work of the 1st and 4th Canadian Divisions. In 

afternoon we move up nearer the line, going through Mouchy and 

then past Mouchy Hill. Ground is badly chewed up everywhere and 

the fighting must have been heavy. Numerous dead are to be seen, 

Heinies being a good deal more numerous than our own. Burial 

parties must be having a busy time of it and apparently have a lot of 

catching up to do. Pitch camp on South side of Vis-en-Artois. Near 

the camp, about fifty yards from the water troughs, are more than a 

hundred of our dead awaiting burial. They have been placed in four 

rows and are lying there uncovered. The sight of more than a hundred 

corpses, some terribly mangled, might have unnerved us on first 

landing in France; but not so now for we have grown accustomed to 

looking on the dead. Have been marching in a pair of new boots and 

it is with considerable relief that I kick them off at night. 
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September 5th — Our camp was shelled last night so we spend day 

digging ourselves in. The camp is too close to the main road, the 

Amiens Cambrai Road, to be healthy, and we can expect to be strafed 

as long as we are here. Throughout the day German prisoners pass 

down the road in small batches. Battalion moves into the line. 

September 6th — A very welcome bath and change of clothes at the 

divisional baths — for some time past we have been just about 

crawling. In afternoon see one of our observation balloons, also a 

plane guarding it, shot down by an enemy machine. Our plane, an old 

scout, did not have a look in. It lands about a quarter of a mile from 

our lines and we go over and have a look at it. The pilot is only 

slightly wounded and is able to walk, but the observer has been hit 

through the neck and is unconscious. Plane is riddled with bullets and 

also spattered with blood. Heavy thunderstorm in late afternoon and 

the holes we dug for cover are flooded. 

September 7th — Our lines are heavily shelled, but we suffer no 

casualties, the shells for the most part landing on some high ground 

two or three hundred yards distant. Division Hqrs., under the 

impression that our camp is drawing the shell fire, orders us to move, 

also the other 7th Brigade transports camped nearby. We welcome 

the order and lose no time clearing out. Hear later that an artillery 

outfit that took over our lines was heavily shelled in the evening and 

had a number of casualties. Our new camp is just outside Cherisy. We 

have hardly got settled down for the night when Fritz sends over five 

shells which land close to our lines. He is using a new gun, firing 

shells of such 

velocity that they don’t herald their approach, the shells apparently 

travelling faster than the sound they make going through the air. The 

gun is promptly christened the “rubber gun,” and the shells “toute 

suites.” We beat it hurriedly from the camp but as no more shells 

come over, we return in about half an hour’s time. 

September 8th — Blows and rains all day and the ridge pole of our 

bivie collapses. No shelling, however. Go down to Y.M.C.A. in 

evening and run across Digby Harris, formerly of our section but now 

a sergeant in the Trench Mortar transport. Tells me their outfit got 

shelled out that day and had four horses killed. We talk over camp 

days at Shorncliffe in that pleasant summer of ’15 and how one night, 

as the result of a silly “I will if you will,” we broke out of camp and 

went down to the shingled beach and had a midnight swim. 
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CAIRN ON ARMOURY GROUNDS PAYS TRIBUTE TOMEMBERS OF BATTALION NOW OVERSEAS 
Unveiled by Major General Griesbach, Honorary Colonel of 1st Edmonton Regt.— Nominal Roll of Members Sealed into 

Structure—Origin of Regimental 

Badge and Adoption by Succeeding Battalions—First Battalion will Do Its Stuff when Enemy is Met 

 
As a memorial to the First Battalion, Edmonton Regiment 

(Active) a stone and concrete cairn was unveiled on Sunday 

afternoon, November 16th by Major General W. A. Griesbach, C.B., 

C.M.G., D.S.O., V.D., K.C., now Inspector General for Western 

Canada forces, at a simple but impressive ceremony. This massive 

block was the result of a joint decision by members of the 2nd 

Battalion, Edmonton Regiment, former 49ers of the regimental depot 

at the Prince of Wales Armoury and the 49th Battalion Association. 

It pays silent but eloquent tribute to the boys of the First Battalion, 

now overseas. It will be there for many years to honor those who first 

answered their country’s call to war. 

Regimental Crest and Colors 

This monument bears a raised replica of the crest of the Regiment. 

It is the color of gold and stands out very effectively on the sloping 

face of the cairn. The crown, windmill, maple leaves and wolf’s head 

are in the badge and the numerals “49” are in their accustomed place, 

between the two lower arms of the windmill. “September 1939” is 

blocked in cement and stands out in raised letters under the crest, this 

being the month when the battalion was recruited. The regimental 

colours are there in stripes of grey, black and green, in diagonal bars 

at each top corner. Site of the cairn is on the grounds of the Prince of 

Wales Armoury, immediately north of the west row of huts. Its sloped 

top faces north on Kingsway. 

Old Time 49ers on Parade 

Met on his arrival at the grounds by Lieut-Col. E. Brown, M.M., 

Area Commandant, Edmonton, General Griesbach first inspected the 

three ranks of last war 49ers, who were on parade to the number of 

about sixty. They were under Maj. R. C. Arthurs, M.C. It seemed like 

old times to stand to attention for an inspection by our original 

commander and even the Griesbach tilt to the head was noticed as he 

eyed each man as if to size him up for the first time. The General also 

inspected non-commissioned officers of the Second Battalion of the 

regiment drawn up on parade. Lieutenant Summersgill, who was on 

active service but invalided to Canada, was in attendance to represent 

the First Battalion, Edmonton Regiment. 

Park for Memorial Cairns 

Lieut.-Col. Brown, the first to formally address the Inspector 

General, said that he intended to ask the City of Edmonton to set aside 

this particular portion of the City as a park on which memorial cairns 

will be erected to honour regiments and men mobilized in this area 

since the outbreak of the present war. He introduced Lieut.-Col. A. 

H. Elliott, Depot Commander, who would request the General to 

unveil the memorial cairn, in honour of the Edmonton Regiment. Col. 

Elliott was then presented and spoke as follows on behalf of the 

Depot, the 2nd Bn. Edmonton Regiment and the 49th Bn. Assoc.: “I 

ask that you kindly unveil this cairn, which, through the efforts of 

these bodies, has been erected in honour of the 1st Battalion, 

Edmonton Regiment, at present serving overseas. Before doing so, 

Sir, I request that you hear a few remarks by Lt. Col. Scott, Officer 

Commanding the Training Centre at Camrose, through which recruits 

from this Depot pass; Lieut.-Col. Hale, Officer Commanding 2nd Bn. 

Edmonton Regiment and Major Kinnaird, Vice President of the 49th 

Bn. Association.” After these gentlemen had spoken, Lt.-Col. Elliott 

again addressed General Griesbach and presented R.S.M. Oldham, of 

the Depot, who planned and supervised the work, Sapper Alex Ross, 

D.C.M. of the Depot, who did the cement and stone-work and 

Corporal Dennis Thompson, of the Corps of Commissionaires, who 

drew the plan of the Cairn and moulded the badge. 

Instructors from Old Regiment 

In their turn, those presented by Lt. Col. Elliott spoke on behalf 

of those whom they represented. Lt. Col. Louis Scott, D.C.M. spoke 

for the officers of the Camrose Training Centre, several being pre-

sent. He assured General Griesbach that training the young men who 

afterwards enlisted in the Edmonton Regiment was a duty cheerfully 

undertaken. Many of the instructors there were men of the old 

regiment, a number having sons serving with the regiment overseas. 

He recognized the high degree of training that was essential if the 

young soldiers under his direction were to compare with those who 

served with the 49th. He felt that the Camrose staff was preparing 

recruits so that they could worthily carry on the work of those who 

now form the Edmonton Regiment, 1st Battalion. 

Excellent Reputation Attained 

Lt. Col. Hale, O.C. 2nd Battalion, Edmonton Regiment (R)CA, 

asked General Griesbach that when making his report on the 

acceptance of the cairn to the 1st Battalion, he kindly convey to that 

unit the fact that the 2nd Battalion was proud to be on the bottom rung 

of the Forty-Ninth ladder, and also that those for whom he spoke were 

very mindful of the glorious deeds of the old 49th and they intended 

to live up to the excellent reputation being made by the Battalion now 

serving overseas. 

Boys Overseas Full-Fledged Brothers 

On behalf of the 49th Battalion Association, Major Kenny 

Kinnaird expressed appreciation to the 2nd Edmonton Regiment and 

all those responsible for the cairn. The old, familiar badge would 

always be a reminder that there is a young generation carrying our 

battle honors on their regimental colors. The return of the boys from 

overseas would be anxiously awaited so that they could be welcomed 

as brothers-in-arms and embraced as full-fledged members of the 

49th Association.
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MEMORIAL CAIRN TO REGIMENT UNVEILED 

 
In the picture are the builders of the cairn, Spr. Alex. Ross, D.C.M., R.S.M. Albert Oldham of the Edmonton Depot, and Cpl. Dennis 

Thompson, Corps of Commissionaires and a member of the original battalion which the cairn perpetuates. In the hole at the left side of the 

cairn was inserted a metal cylinder bearing the nominal roll of the men who enlisted in the Alberta Regiment. 

 
Veterans’ Volunteer Reserve 

Major R. C. Arthurs, M.C. was present in the dual capacity of 

being in charge of the old 49ers on parade and as an executive officer 

of the Veterans Volunteer Reserve. Major Arthurs thought it a 

splendid idea that such a monument had been erected to 

commemorate the overseas service of the battalion which is 

perpetuating the old 49th Battalion, C.E.F. of the first Great War. He 

felt that such monuments should be erected throughout Canada by 

those who served before to those battalions and other units which are 

now serving. He said that members of the old 49th on parade, 

witnessing the ceremony, were by their presence giving honour to 

those young men who were now taking their place in the great 

struggle. He and his old comrades-in-arms of the 49th wished the 

perpetuating Battalion in all they undertook the same success which 

carried the original battalion through the years 1914-1918 and by 

which a proud record was gained. 

Battalion Will Uphold Traditions 

General Griesbach, when speaking in front of the cairn he was 

there to unveil, said that the monument was a symbol of the glorious 

traditions of the original 49th Battalion and he was sure the 1st 

Battalion would uphold and maintain these traditions. In referring to 

the 2nd Battalion under Lt.-Col. Hale, the General said that this home 

defence unit gave promise of preserving the same esprit de corps 

which characterized the famous regiment of the last war. After 

already having seen some action overseas, he voiced what all have 

felt about the First Battalion, standing ready for anything they would 

have to face when they came to grips with the enemy. General 

Griesbach has the distinction of being honorary colonel of the 1st 

Battalion, Edmonton Regiment. 

Nominal Roll Sealed in Cement 

Immediately after the unveiling, a nominal roll, enclosed in a 

metal cylinder and containing the names of about one thousand men, 

was sealed in an opening in the cairn. It will remain there in perpetuity 

to the memory of these boys who volunteered their services in the 

First Battalion. Alex Ross, who did the stone-mason work, trowelled 

in the aperture with cement plaster. As this was being done one 

wondered at what far distant date or on what occasion the enclosed 

metal container might be removed to reveal the names of those who 

were being honoured at the ceremony of the unveiling. 

Origin of Regimental Badge 

Those who attended this historic ceremony might have asked 

what the history was of the regiment’s badge and other unpublished 

details of the cairn. A few particulars might therefore prove of 

interest. 
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More than 60 tons of stone and concrete were used to build the 

cairn which is eleven feet square at its base. The master workman was 

Sapper Alex Ross, D.C.M., who did the actual stonework. R.S.M. 

Albert Oldham, a former Grenadier Guardsman, directed its erection. 

Plans were drawn by Cpl. Dennis Thompson. When the three of them 

paraded in front of General Griesbach, they were complimented very 

highly on not only the high quality of good workmanship but on the 

finished appearance of their efforts. Lt. Col. Hale was largely 

responsible for conceiving the idea of the cairn to commemorate in 

stone the mobilization and deeds of the First Edmonton Regiment, 

which now forms part of the 2nd Brigade, 1st Canadian Division. 

The origin of the badge of the Edmonton Regiment was in a 

competition in Belgium in 1915 when General Griesbach, then Lieut. 

Colonel, invited designs for a new one. The plain maple leaf with the 

figures “49” at its base was not considered distinctive enough or 

sufficiently characteristic. The prize-winning drawing of a proposed 

design was sent to the College of Heralds in London for approval. 

The College returned it with a suggested alteration. In heraldry, the 

representation of animals is not an exact picture of the actual animal 

it is supposed to be but is a conventional figure which heraldry uses 

to represent that animal. The wolf’s head (this was originally intended 

to represent the coyote, which was the battalion mascot, afterwards 

going to the London Zoo) was altered by the college and made to look 

almost human. The badge is therefore absolutely correct from the 

heraldic point of view. The cost to the battalion to get it corrected was 

ten pounds. The finished article was the crest which has been used 

ever since. It appears on the cover of this magazine. A crown at the 

top stands for the Imperial connection with the 49th of Foot, which 

was an active regiment as far back as 1745, the Loyal Regiment, 

allied with the 49th Battalion, Edmonton Regiment, having a direct 

association with Canada. That Imperial Regiment, the Loyals, carries 

on its colors Louisbourg and Quebec, 1759. 

Adopted by Perpetuating Unit 

Following the Great War, the perpetuating unit of the 49th 

adopted the badge, one change being made by direction of militia 

headquarters. The numerals “49” were removed, a maple leaf being- 

substituted in its place. This is the badge which the 1st Battalion, 

Edmonton Regiment, now uses as the distinguishing symbol of 

identification. The battalion colors and their history is a different 

story which may be read in another part of this issue. 

Long may the old badge serve as the crest of a valiant regiment, 

whose deeds, past, present and future, will be recorded in the years to 

come from even more material and gallant performances by intrepid 

lads who will keep forever bright the memory of those before them 

who carried the old badge to the everlasting glory and credit of those 

who first wore it into battle. 

* * * * 

Perhaps members may find interest in the fact that 1800 copies of 

this issue of the Forty-Niner have been printed and will be put into 

circulation. A goodly number will be sent to the boys of the 1st 

Battalion Overseas who received 500 of the July magazine. 
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Association Invites New Forty-Niners to Become Members After Their Discharge from Active Service 
Unanimous Resolution Passed at Annual General Meeting — Reports by Various Committees Election of Officers for Ensuing Year 
 

On the evening of November 14th, when Major General 

Griesbach presided, the library of the Memorial Hall was the 

gathering place for the annual meeting of the 49th Battalion 

Association. Quite a number of old faces were seen again, in addition 

to many of the usual, regular attendants at such meetings. Minutes to 

cover the proceedings of the previous annual assembly of members 

were read by Secretary Earle Hay and approved. Neville Jones as 

treasurer submitted the financial report to show a very healthy 

condition of the association funds on hand. It was shown that there 

was on hand in the general fund the sum of $418.94 and in the 

Memorial fund $86.43, the former being $47.07 less than at the same 

time a year ago and the latter $57.68 more. To Kenny Kinnaird a vote 

of thanks was extended for the gratuitous audit he makes of the books 

and records from year to year. 

Report on Magazine 

Norman Arnold submitted his report to cover the publication of 

the Forty-Niner magazine. Tribute was paid to his associates for their 

help. Special mention was made of the very valuable assistance given 

by John Michaels, and reference made to the hard work he has done 

since he took over the duties of soliciting and securing advertising. 

General appreciation for his willing efforts was shown by very 

generous applause. 

Deceased Members 

In the absence of J. W. H. Williams, chairman of the Last Post 

committee, a report from him was read. Names of those who passed 

away to join the great majority since the last general meeting were 

read out. These deaths are more particularly dealt with in the Last 

Post pages of this issue. Thanks were voted to Comrade Williams and 

to those who had acted as pall bearers. 

Comforts for Overseas 

A report was submitted by Earle Hay on behalf of the Overseas 

Comforts committee to show that $685.04 had been raised and spent 

for cigarettes, tobacco and newspapers which have been sent to 

members of the First Battalion, Edmonton Regiment. An appeal was 

made for further donations, large or small, so that the good work of 

this committee might be continued. Gratitude was expressed to those 

who had made donations to the fund. 

Cairn in Commemoration 

General Griesbach announced that a cairn had been erected to the 

memory of the First and Second Battalions of the Edmonton 

Regiment, and that the monument would be unveiled the following 

Sunday. A full report of this simple but most impressive ceremony 

appears elsewhere in these pages. 

Routine Business 

It was decided to hold the annual dinner on Saturday evening, 

January 3rd and that the midsummer church parade would be 

arranged for as usual, the incoming executive to handle all details. 

Votes of thanks were passed to the retiring executive, particular 

reference being made to the three old stagers, Earle Hay. Neville 

Jones and Norman Arnold. The Canadian Legion was thanked for the 

use of the library for the evening’s meeting. 

Invitation to New Forty-Niners 

General Griesbach suggested that the time was ripe to invite 

membership in the association of returned men belonging to the 

Edmonton Regiment, Canadian Active Army. There was some 

discussion as to what form the invitation should take to make these 

young soldiers, our lineal descendants, (to use a term by which the 

General has so often described them), feel that they were needed to 

carry on from where the old members will leave off. George Hudson, 

Jack Blewitt and Byron Morrison sponsored a resolution which was 

introduced and passed unanimously, “That any man who has served 

in the Edmonton Regiment, Canadian Active Army, be considered 

eligible for membership in the Forty-Ninth, Edmonton Regiment 

Association.’’ What the association hopes will come out of this 

invitation to benefit both the present association and the new mem-

bers, who in time will take over to carry on the objects for which the 

49th Battalion Association was originally formed, is dealt with to 

greater length in the article by General Griesbach appearing on the 

editorial page of this edition. 

Election of Officers 

The usual custom was observed when the retiring executive 

recommended a slate of officers for the ensuing year as follows: 

President, Major General. The Honourable W. A. Griesbach; Vice-

President, Major K. Kinnaird; Secretary, Earle Hay; Corresponding 

Secretary and Editor of the Magazine, Norman Arnold; Associate 

Editor of the Magazine, Norman E. Cook; Treasurer, Neville H. 

Jones; Executive, elected, Lt. Col. A. H. Elliott, Lt. Col. R. W. Hale, 

Capt. G. L. Hudson, J. J. Blewett, John Michaels, Guy Patterson, 

Peter Rule, Harry Stonehewer, Fred Pinnell, Fred Richards and Alex 

Stewart. 

Some Members in Uniform 

A number of those attending were in uniform, including Lieut. 

Col. Alan Elliott, Lieut. Col. R. W. Hale, M.C., Lieut’s. George 

Gleave, M.M., Larry Stone and Ernest Newlands, C.S.M. Bill Elliott, 

M.M. and Pte. George Milne. All power to their elbows and their 

strong right arms in the service they are again able to render. They 

were greeted with feelings of pride and possibly a little envy by their 

old comrades. 

Those Who Were Present 

The muster roll contained the names of the following: W. Mair, 

C. A. Bunkum, G. L. Hudson, J. Chorley, H. A. Leach, Dicky 

Barcroft, J. L. Stone, O. Muckleston, A. C. Keen, Bob Law, A. H. 

Elliott, Tommy Robb, O. R. King, Alex D. Stewart, H. T. Alexander, 

R. Hargreaves, George Milne, Jock Smith, S. J. Bryant, N. H. Jones, 

J. A. Waithe, Geo. Blower 
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Harry Smith, Neil Campbell, W. L. Purvis, Peter Rule, Earle Hay, G. 

P. Irvine, James Morrison, A. L. Smith, Byron Morrison, S. C. 

Hancock, N. E. Cook, L. G. Brown, Harry Stonehewer, Bill 

Hutchinson, A. Dawson, Fred Richards, Billy Aitken, Bill Elliott, G. 

D. Kinnaird, L. Salvino. G. E. Gleave, R. C. Arthurs, D. Anderson, 

E. W. Newlands, Chas. Hill, F. W. Pinnell, Charlie Wampler, R. W. 

Hale, J. J. Blewett, Jock Henderson, D. Gilchrist. 

ASSOCIATION MEMBERS ACTIVE IN VETERAN 

VOLUNTEER RESERVE 

Were Responsible in Large Degree for Its Formation - Stand by 

Ready to Serve Again — Country Members also Active 

Quite a number of our association who belong to the Veterans 

Volunteer Reserve continue to take prominent part in the activities of 

both the north and south side battalions. Many 49ers were largely 

responsible for the initial organization of the V.V.R. and the fact that 

the reserves are still functioning. They feel that even though there, is 

very little they can do now there may be much before long. They 

stand by and wait and he who does that also serves. 

Executive and other responsible officers of varying degree are 

held in both battalions by Major A. P. Chattel, D.S.O., Major R. C. 

Arthurs, M.C., Harry Smith, Neville Jones, Jim Sandilands, Tommy 

Robb, Jack Blewett, Norman Arnold (again in capacity of company 

sergeant major, but not known as of old as “the petit” one) Norman 

Cook, Charlie Matheson and others, all of whom are again anxious to 

do their bit. 

We read from time to time where quite a number of the old crowd, 

living in outside points, are taking active part in their local V.V.R. 

branches. 

BOOK OF POETRY 

J. P. Simcox, Killam, Alta, has written a book of poetry and has 

copies for sale at 25 cents, the proceeds are for War Services. We 

published a portion of one called “Jervis Bay” in our last issue. The 

book is titled, “If Hitler Won”, and is well worth the price. Simcox 

had the honour to serve with the 49th in the last, or if you like it better, 

the earlier beginning of this war. 

E. O. ANDERSON’S SON MISSING 

We regret to announce the following received in a letter from E. 

O. Anderson. 

Pilot Officer E. G. M. Anderson, 20-year-old son of Mr. and Mrs. 

E. O. Anderson of 2412-16a Street West, Calgary was reported 

missing on September 1st, 1941. He was captain of a Whitley night 

bomber and failed to return to his base after a raid on Essen. 

MAGAZINES URGENTLY NEEDED 

The Library of Congress, Washington, D.C., have urgently 

requested us to ask any of our members to supply any of the copies 

of the Forty- Niner listed below. They are needed to complete their 

file for deposition in the National Library. Their letter reads in part: 

“Will you kindly insert this second notice. The one you placed after 

the March 2nd letter brought all our needed numbers except, these 

seven issues which we need to complete our binding file.” Copies 

needed are Nos. 1 to 6 and 8. 
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Important Part Played by One of Our Number in First Great War Now Told for First Time 
Charlie Laubman, Executed Many an Assignment for Intelligence “E” — Successfully Penetrated Enemy Lines in 

German Uniform to Get Key to Code—Again Serving with 2nd Battalion. 49th Edmonton Regiment 
 

Very few of our 49er crowd will have heard this story before. It 

is about Charlie Laubman, who, when asked to give further details, 

would not enlarge on what was passed on to this writer from a most 

reliable and authentic source. Charlie does not like to see his name 

in print and all the King’s horses and all the King’s men could not get 

him to loosen up and talk about any of his many exploits when with 

the Intelligence Corps in France. 

 

Attached to Intelligence “E” 

Charles Laubman enlisted in Edmonton in April 1916 with the 

202nd battalion under Lieut. Col. P. E. Bowen, joining the 49th in 

France the following May. Soon after, he was chosen to join the staff 

on Intelligence ‘E” 1st. British Army. He remained on the strength, 

however, of the 49th, until his discharge in Edmonton on August 

15th, 1919. This branch of Intelligence had to do with wireless 

interruption and decoding complicated cipher messages, which were 

sent out by the enemy. A very high degree of training and instruction 

was necessary as well as advanced educational standards. All 

members of “E” branch could talk German fluently and Carl or 

‘'Slim” as he was commonly called, was one of them. 

Expert at Decoding Messages 

At one time, early in the dangerous game in which he was to play 

so important a part, Laubman captured a carrier pigeon, and from the 

tube on its leg, removed what was found to be a cipher message, 

which he was able to decode. This selfsame message is still in the 

possession of Padre-Captain K. C. MacLeod, of Mannville. On 

another occasion, and before he played more hazardous parts in the 

struggle of wits with the enemy, one of our signal’s operators took 

down a message by the Germans in code. It was handed to Charlie to 

untangle which was done with such speed and accuracy that it was 

translated into English and passed back to brigade headquarters even 

before the message was repeated for the German operator receiving 

it, to check on whether or not he had written it down correctly. 

German Raiding Party Foiled 

This message was an order to one Heinie battalion to replace 

another and raid a certain part of our front line for information and 

prisoners. The result of this clever piece of deciphering by Laubman 

was that when this raiding party arrived at the known zero hour they 

were given an unexpected reception by both the boys in our trenches 

and our artillery. The entire party that started out from the Boche line 

to get prisoners were themselves either killed or captured. 

Donned German Officer’s Uniform 

Sometime in June 1918, near Bethune, the Germans changed their 

code, which was not altogether an uncommon practise. The air was 

full of messages which could not be deciphered with the customary 

promptness of the Intelligence experts. This was a very disconcerting 

situation for Army Headquarters not to be able to follow and know 

without interruption what the enemy wireless messages were. 

Laubman accepted a dangerous assignment. He promptly donned the 

uniform of a captured German lieutenant and all accessories such as 

pocket watch, revolver, cigarette case and letters taken from 

prisoners. In the early morning hours he passed through our lines, 

crawled across No Man’s Land and slid into the German front line 

trench at a point where it was sparsely manned. Not having been seen 

getting into the trench, it was an easy matter to pass himself off for 

what he represented. He was dressed as an artillery officer. If 

questioned, his story was to be that he had brought up an ammunition 

carrying party and was returning by a route of his own, his men 

having taken another way back. The map location showed the 

wireless station he was to find was two miles behind the enemy lines. 

Walking down a road which lead to the rear from the front line, two 

wireless masts were seen which marked his objective, from which 

station messages had been going out in the unknown code.
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It was close to a highway, so Charlie dropped casually in and told 

the wireless operator he would sit down for a rest until he could pick 

up a lift from a passing lorry. 

Finds Key to Desired Cipher 

The young operator turned out to be a university student of 

Leipzig. He was a Saxon and a fine specimen of that strain of 

German. They talked about different things common to those who 

were fighting for the Fatherland from different parts of the country. 

It was quiet and nothing much going on, so the young operator 

offered to go and get some coffee at a nearby canteen or cook kitchen 

It was understood that during his absence, the tired officer might pick 

up the ride he was looking for and in that case would be gone without 

waiting for the coffee. Laubman immediately went to work quietly 

but without disturbing anything. A reference copy of the code he was 

after was on the wall. Another, which was soiled from use, was lying 

on the table by the transmitting instrument. Charlie removed the spare 

one from the wall and moved off. Incidentally, a vehicle of some kind 

did pass by during the time the young German was absent. 

Important Messages Unscrambled 

Unchallenged, the disguised Charlie crossed the front line in 

about the same place as he had two hours previously when he had no 

idea his search would be so successful or speedily accomplished. 

Again, he crossed No Man’s Land but this time with the precious 

code in his pocket and a dangerous mission completed. The special 

car which brought him the twenty odd miles from where he started 

out was waiting for him. On arrival at his station, it took just twenty 

minutes to finish the study of the code. Many important messages had 

been copied down as they were received, so, with the secret of the 

code solved, it was an easy matter to unscramble the messages which 

had been accumulating. 

Many More Enterprises 

If extreme modesty did not stand in his way. there is no doubt but 

that this 49er could tell many a true story of such enterprises and 

escapades which contributed so largely to the success of Intelligence 

“E” and the information this section was able to pass on to those who 

could use it so helpfully. There were many such cases where the 

confidence which Intelligence “E” enjoyed was fully justified. 

Among First in Germany 

After the armistice, Laubman returned to Canadian Corps 

Headquarters. He was sent on to Bonn where he stayed from 

November until the following March. It can well be imagined how 

interesting he must have found it in Germany where he was able to 

speak the language which had served to such telling advantage in the 

war. In due course, Charlie was returned to the 21st Reserve at Ripon, 

Yorks. On August 15th, 1919, with the rank of Warrant Officer, he 

was discharged in Edmonton, after serving without being wounded 

for three years and three months. 

Now With 2nd Battalion as R.S.M. 

Charlie Laubman is again serving. He is now Regimental 

Sergeant Major of the 2nd Battalion, Edmonton Regt., under Lieut. 

Col. R. W. Hale, M.C. He is stationed at the Prince of Wales 

Armoury, Edmonton. He is not the only Laubman serving in this war. 

He has six sons and one daughter. Donald 20, the oldest son is now a 

sergeant pilot instructor in the R.C.A.F. He is up for his commission 

as a flying officer. A second son, David, 17, also intends to go in for 

flying next year. He is in B coy. of the 2nd Battalion, 49th Edmonton 

Regiment. Prior to the outbreak of the present war, this well-known 

49er of the First Great War was Road Construction Supervisor for the 

provincial Dept, of Public Works. His home address is 9801 - 93A 

Ave., Edmonton. 

SKOV’S SON ENLISTS 

George Skov, son of Chris, who served with B coy. in the last 

fracas, has enlisted in the R.C.A.F. August 27th. He was taking a 

course at the I.T.S. at the University of Alberta last December. We 

all wish the best of luck to young George, and hope he proves as stout 

a lad as his Daddy did when with our “Scotty” company. 

 

PUGH PROMOTED 

Promotion of FO. J. E. Pugh, M.C., R.C.A.F. recruiting officer, to 

the rank of Flight Lieutenant was announced in December by Fit. Lt. 

Harry E. Jones, officer commanding the recruiting centre in 

Edmonton. Pugh goes into a higher Pew. Oh Puey! 

 

SENATOR TWENTY YEARS 

Our association president Maj.-Gen. Griesbach, last September 

celebrated his summons to the Senate. He having, been called to this 

office in September 1921. His election to the lower house for the 

West Edmonton constituency, took place while on overseas service. 
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Vancouver Branch, 49th Battalion Association 

Once again, the Vancouver Branch of our association feels 

thankful that they are able to express their best wishes to you all at 

this Yuletide season. 

We had the privilege, during the summer of meeting several forty 

niners who have been here from the prairies and the East, we certainly 

appreciate their looking us up at our headquarters. 

We again operated the dining room at the Vancouver Exhibition 

and although most of the time it was raining and prospects for a 

success seemed out of the question, we came out on top doing about 

$3,500. worth of business and giving employment to a number of 

49ers and several members of the Ladies’ Auxiliary. 

It is very nice to know a number of the members of this branch 

are again serving with the Veterans’ Guard and other active units on 

the Coast. 

On Armistice day, November 11th the association paraded as a 

unit and had on parade 36 members and judging by the applause it 

was evident the 49th battalion could still march and do their stuff. 

The salute was taken by Captain Fisher of H.M.S. “Warspite”. The 

49th association led the remnants of the 3rd Division in the parade 

who put on a very fine showing. 

We are holding our annual Christmas tree celebration on Friday, 

December 19th, 1941 and judging from all reports a large turnout of 

the members with their wives and children is anticipated. All children 

of 15 years of age and under will receive a small gift. 

Plans are well advanced for our annual banquet, which we are 

holding at David Spencer’s Ltd. spacious dining room on Saturday, 

January 3rd, 1942 to coincide with the parent association. 

It is with deep regret we have to announce the death of four 

comrades of this branch during the year, the names of whom will be 

submitted to be included in the “Last Post” of the 49er. 

Our election of officers took place at the annual meeting and the 

following officers were elected: — Pres. M. A. F. Howard; 1st Vice-

pres., F. W. P. Craig; 2nd Vice-pres., W. Morris; Secy., R. Stedmon; 

Treas., R. Ware; Sgt. at Arms, A. T. Willis; Executive: comrades J. 

Peterson, J. Christie, C. Waterhouse, B. Walls and T. McLeod; 

Auditors, Comrades J. Bowling and R. Deacon. 

Once again, we wish all forty-niners, wherever they may be, 

success and happiness and extend an invitation, if ever in our midst, 

to look us up to renew that feeling of comradeship which we all hold 

so dear. 

M. A. R. Howard, President. 

R. Stedmon, Secretary. 

 
LADIES AUXILIARY, VANCOUVER BRANCH 

Under. the leadership of Mrs. W. Reeves the Ladies’ Auxiliary of 

our Vancouver Branch have had a very successful year. The Annual 

Bazaar was held on November 5th, 1941. The day proved to be very 

nice and sunshiny, which helped greatly towards the great success of 

this effort. The main objective as was to be expected of this branch 

has been their War work. Mrs. “Bert” Jennings was reported sick in 

December. All sick members were visited by the sick committee. 

Greetings are extended to all 49ers. 

—President E. A. Reeves; Secy. Lilian Collin. 

 

CANADA YEARBOOK IS ISSUED 

The editor is in receipt of the 1941 edition of the Canada 

Yearbook, which is the official statistical annual. It was released for 

sale in October. Consisting of 1,000 pages, it deals with all phases of 

national life in Canada, covers 70 years of progress since the first 

census and gives information on all governmental finance, both 

dominion and provincial, also municipal; income and gasoline taxes; 

succession duties. Unemployment insurance is a special new chapter. 

Special articles feature wartime construction, foreign exchange 

control, aviation, central bank and war effects on agriculture. 

Copies may be purchased at $1.50 each from the King’s Printer, 

Ottawa, Ministers of religion, teachers and bona fide students may 

get paperbound copies at 50 cents each from the Dominion 

statistician. The lower priced binding copies are limited in number. 

 

FULLY FEATHERED 

Sgt. Pilot Malcolm “Bing” Bakkan, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. T. 

Bakkan, 11003 108 St., recently was awarded his wings at an 

R.C.A.F. school at Dunnville. Ont. Sgt. Bakkan is a former Journal 

carrier. The elder Bakkan served with “Ours” in France.  
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P.P.C.L.I. Ex-Veteran of Last War Visits Edmonton Regiment in Billet Area Overseas 
Lauds Officers and Men for the Commendable Reputation Already Gained—Boys Make Eager Enquiries—Thanks for 

Parcels—Former Forty-Niners. 
 

A former Princess Pat of the last war, Fraser M. Gerrie, was one 

of a group of Canadian newsmen to visit Britain during late Autumn 

and see for himself what is going on there. He brought back the kind 

of particulars that returned men can best 

understand and the talks he has since given to 

people in and around Edmonton have stressed the 

great need for more concerted action. Fraser 

Gerrie, who is known to many old 49ers., is 

managing editor of the Edmonton Journal. 

Says Edmonton Regiment is Tops 

An article he wrote for his newspaper 

described a visit he paid to men from Edmonton 

now overseas. He dealt particularly with men so 

well known to all that it was not hard to draw our 

conclusions as to what Alberta regiment he 

visited. Lt.-Col. W. G. Stillman, who took the 1st Battalion 

Edmonton regiment to England made arrangements and accompanied 

Fraser to see the unit. 

Tribute to Lt. Col. E. B. Wilson 

Wherever he went among the Canadians, Mr. Gerrie heard 

nothing but the highest praise for Lt.- Col. Ernest Wilson and his 

splendid staff of officers They play second fiddle to none, having won 

a reputation the hard way, not only on the parade ground in 

manoeuvers and tactics, in the brilliant expedition to Spitsbergen but 

in a dozen other ways. Lt.- Col. Wilson already has a brilliant record 

in the highest places of the Canadian army. Gen. McNaughton 

praised the regiment to Mr. Gerrie and this praise extended to every 

man jack in it. 

Anxious Enquiries About Edmonton 

Hundreds of questions were asked of Edmonton, the people and 

anything of interest by the eager boys who have now been gone from 

their homes more than two years. They could not hear enough. Mr. 

Gerrie gave them the news hot from griddle and we, of former days, 

can recall what the barrage of questions would be like and how intent 

would be the boys’ interest. Fraser had lunch with Lt.-Col. Wilson 

and some of his officers, including Major George Beaton, second in 

command. Headquarters were located in a comfortable home of a 

village. 

No More Tents as Last Time 

The billeting was found different than in the last war when tents 

and huts formed self-contained camps. This time it seems that the 

regiment is billeted in a small village and the nearby area to such an 

extent that the companies and platoons seem to be scattered over half 

the face of the earth. A fleeting visit was paid D coy., where a pay 

parade was in progress and at which, for at least a brief moment, Mr. 

Gerrie was invited to pass out the ten shillings and pound notes to the 

soldier laddies. 

Alan Sachse Full of Pep 

Former old-time 49er Alan Sachse, now R.S.M. of the battalion, 

was among those to greet Fraser, with whom as an employee he 

worked on the Edmonton Journal in pre-war days. Sachse was found 

to be as vital and full of pep as ever. A host of other friends were on 

hand to greet the visitor. Major Bill Bury, C.O. of good old D coy., 

extended the glad hand of welcome, also Majors Ted Day, Jefferson, 

Beattie, Pacquet and Ware. Capt. Purvis was found to be the busiest 

man in camp with a pay parade on his hands. Capt. Len Dawes, an 

old veteran of “Ours”, was also there as one of the many others from 

the old hometown. 

Expressed Edmonton’s Pride 

When called on for a few remarks, Mr. Gerrie told of the great 

pride felt by all Edmontonians for the way in which the regiment was 

upholding old traditions and gaining new laurels. The members of the 

regiment were congratulated on their successful part in the 

Spitsbergen expedition and were wished the best of luck. He was 

asked by Lt.-Col. Wilson to convey warmest thanks to citizens of 

Edmonton for their many kindnesses. Special mention was made of 

parcels being sent from here by the 49th Battalion Association, the 

Women’s Auxiliary and others were singled out for welcome 

donations of thousands of cigarettes. 

Returned Men Much Impressed 

Veterans of the last war may be able to picture the thrill and the 

pride which this former comrade- in-arms of the Princess Patricia’s 

would feel as he met the boys of the new army in the areas they are 

holding down. No wonder his talks made such an impression on 

returned men wherever he spoke. He must have packed a great deal 

into the two hours he spent with the troops. To see Fraser walking 

down the lines or in and around the billets, dressed in the kind of 

clothes they had taken off to get into uniform, telling them little 

incidents to do with people and happenings dear to their hearts, and 

all the many other things, which would serve as a link between where 

they were and cherished homes in and around Edmonton, must have 

formed impressions which only soldiers can feel but seldom describe, 

even if they cared to do so. 

Met Sammy Campbell 

Among many others to greet their former buddy was Lieut. Sam 

Campbell. M.M. an old-time P.P.C.L.I. member, but now with a 

crack tank unit in England. Many of the troops and especially last war 

veterans, know Sammy, who invariably attended our annual dinners 

and was spokesman for his former unit. The perpetuating battalion of 

this first war regiment is now in the same brigade as the regiment 

which Mr. Gerrie visited. We use Fraser’s own remarks: “At the end 

of memorable day, the impression left was that here were two sister 

regiments, carrying on and maintaining the famous reputation and 

tradition they established in the last war.” 
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FANCY SMILING ON PARADE 

 
Fraser Gerrie is shown seated as he handed out ten bob and pound notes to eager members of the Edmonton Regiment in England 

when he visited that unit. He temporarily relieved the paymaster, happening to be in that part of the 49th area when that most 

important of parades was in progress. 

 

“We Have Been There” Program 

On November 16th., mention was made of the First Edmonton 

Regiment, 49th Battalion, Active, when Mr. Gerrie spoke on a 

national hookup, the feature being the C.B.C. program, “We have 

been There”. The reputation of this regiment has not only travelled 

the length and breadth of England as a result of the part it has already 

played there, but is now known all across Canada as one of the 

foremost in the Canadian Corps. 

GEN. GRIESBACH IS GIVEN FELLOWSHIP 

Maj. Gen. W. A. Griesbach, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., V.D., K.C., 

inspector-general of Canadian Army forces in western Canada on 

Tuesday received word that he had been appointed an honorary 

fellow of St. John’s College, Winnipeg. 

Just over 50 years ago, Maj. Gen. Griesbach as a boy left here for 

Winnipeg to continue his schooling at St. John’s. His admission to 

honorary fellowship of the college is in recognition of his 

distinguished public services while practicing at the Alberta bar, as 

an alderman and mayor of this city, a member of parliament, senator 

and as one of Canada’s outstanding soldiers. 

E. A. FIGG’S SON MISSING 

Well-known in Edmonton athletic circles, Sgt. Observer Arthur 

H. Figg, 9177 84th Avenue, has been posted as missing, following a 

raid into German-occupied France in September, according to word 

received by his father, Ernest A. Figg, clerk in the Edmonton post 

office. 

A letter was received from his son, Mr. Figg stated, in which he 

told of some of his operations over Germany and enemy-held 

country. In all he has made more than 20 flights on bombing 

expeditions, Mr. Figg added. 

Sgt. Observer Figg - joined the R.C.A.F. in June 1940, and 

finished his observer’s course at Rivers, Man. He proceeded overseas 

in February 1941 and has been engaged in operational flights for 

several months. 

Albert E. Figg, city license department is an uncle. 

NOLAN GETS OTTAWA POST 

Major H. G. Nolan, M.C., at one time acting Adjutant of the 49th, 

who for the past year has been assistant judge advocate general for 

military district 13, left last August for Ottawa, where he will be 

deputy judge advocate general. He will assume the rank of lieutenant-

colonel.
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Ladies’ Auxiliary, 49th Battalion Association 

July and August always claim to be the laziest and least 

productive months for any auxiliary, but the ladies of the 49th 

managed to squeeze out $121.00 by means of a raffle. Members and 

outsiders contributed the loot. Hours of work produced a hand 

crocheted bedspread, a needlepoint footstool and a hand hooked rug 

for prizes.  

September held the annual meeting and the election of officers. 

Mrs. John Michaels was returned as president as were Mrs. D. A. 

Petrie, vice-pres., Mrs. A. E. Newton, Secy, and Mrs. A. M. Purvis, 

treas. Mrs. J. Bartley, Mrs. R. F. Jackson, Mrs. G. D. K. Kinnaird, 

Mrs. C. T. W. Millar, Mrs. N. V. White constitute the new executive. 

The annual report was more than a maze of figures when you stop to 

realize what pleasure the boys must have had from 252,000 

cigarettes, 150 Christmas parcels, 200 lbs. nuts, 300 lbs. of raisins, 

1000 lbs. of food and 1000 knitted articles and $91.38 sent to the band 

overseas. 

The Edmonton Dog Club held a tag day on what turned out to be 

one of the meanest days in September and more than one tagger 

tingled her coin box by shivers. The proceeds from this tag day and 

the Dog Show netted the club a little more than $143.00 mighty useful 

dollars. The Air Force Mothers’ Club, the Navy Mothers’ Club and 

the Queen’s Fund were the other organizations that shared equally in 

the proceeds raised by the Edmonton Dog Club. 

The big project for October was the tag day organized by the 49th 

Ladies themselves. Though the spoils of the day were a little less than 

last year everyone was grateful for each nickel of the $666.40 that 

Edmonton citizens popped in the boxes. Also, in October 200 parcels 

were packed for the boys overseas. Empty boxes went down an 

assembly line on a ping pong table and came out attractive Xmas 

packages. Each parcel contained 5 large chocolate bars, 5 packages 

razor blades, 1-pound raisins, 3 tins oxo cubes, 5 handkerchiefs, gum 

and lifesavers. The ladies hope that each box will treat five men. They 

also ordered 20 boxes of apples, but this had to be cancelled as there 

was no shipping space. If at all possible, the boys will receive instead 

50 cases of planter’s peanuts, from all reports the ones sent last year 

were enjoyed. 24,000 cigarettes were also sent for Xmas. 

On the last Sunday in October eighty one dollar and sixty cents 

was realized when friends of the auxiliary donned their best bib and 

tucker to enjoy tea in the Officers’ Mess at the Armouries. Col. 

Brown, Col. Hale and Col. Elliott stood impressively and a little 

uncomfortably in the receiving line with Mrs. John Michaels and 

Mrs. E. B. Wilson. 

Two men turned up to support the Bingo Party on December 4th, 

one being favored with a double prize when he shouted “Bingo”. The 

Xmas cake that was given as a prize, with the 49th Batt, crest in icing 

dated envious exclamations. This afternoon produced over $100.00 

and a lot of fun for everyone. 

With the business of the December meeting out of the way the 

Ladies relaxed while Mrs. Bartley as Santa Claus gave each and every 

member present a silly little gadget and wished her a Merry Xmas 

from the executive. 

The more members there are the more work can be done. Anyone 

is welcome to join. Just phone any of the executive or come to the 

meetings that are held in the basement of the Gas Co., the second 

Tuesday of each month. 

President, Mrs. John Michaels,  

Secretary, Mrs. A. E. Newton. 

 
SISTER MACLEOD CARRIES ON 

Sister of Two Gallant Macleod Brothers of Old 49th, Promoted, 

Went Overseas in charge of First Group of Edmonton Nurses 

The following appeared in the Bulletin, in “Getting Around” with 

John Oliver: 

Proving that there is still truth in the saying “honor where honor 

is due,” appointment of Nursing Sister Agnes J. Macleod of this city, 

to the post of Matron of No. 1 Neurological Hospital, located 

“somewhere in England” has just been confirmed. She was in charge 

of the first group of Edmonton nurses to go overseas in the present 

conflict. a journey which took place just over a year ago. 

Matron Macleod is the first of the city nurses who have gone 

overseas to be honored by promotion and we are all fully convinced 

that others, by reason of their training and devotion to duty will 

receive similar tribute to their efficiency. She is a graduate of the 

University hospital, where, prior to going overseas, she was director 

of nursing service. Until appointment to her present post, her time in 

England has been served with No. 4 Casualty Clearing-Station, which 

left here in the early days of the war. The nursing profession had few 

stauncher advocates, and she championed its cause at all times. 

Another point on which her appointment brings satisfaction is that 

her two brothers went overseas with this city’s own gallant intrepid 

49th Battalion. One, Capt. Douglas Macleod, was killed in action on 

that morning of June 3, 1916, when the battalion “went over” from 

Yeomanry Post and swept forward to Sanctuary Wood to the rescue 

of comrades caught in the most concentrated barrage laid down by 

the Germans in the whole of the Great War. The other, Lt. Col. 

George W. Macleod, after distinguishing himself with the 49th was 

appointed to command the Royal Canadian Regiment, the only 

“civilian” soldier so honored with this unit of the permanent force. 
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EDMONTON REGIMENT RAIDS SPITZBERGEN 
Got Taste of Action for Which they Patiently Waited Two Years—Successful Enterprise that did Nazi out of Valuable Fuel

 Take Important Part in Raid 

 

A secret expedition to the islands 500 miles north of Norway in 

the Arctic, last September was led by Brig. Arthur E. Potts of 

Saskatoon, who served with the Princess Patricia’s in the last war. It 

included smaller British and Norwegian detachments. The Canadians 

included parts of units from Alberta (including many Edmontonians), 

a regiment from Saskatchewan, a regiment of Royal Canadian 

Engineers, a field company from Eastern Ontario and signal and 

medical units. 

 

Waited Two Years 

After two years of patient waiting, the hand-picked Canadian 

force seized their objective in a bloodless occupation which deprived 

the Nazis of millions of dollars’ worth of fuel they had planned to use 

to feed their war machine. 

The expedition returned to Britain with expert Norwegian miners 

and their families who welcomed the troops and gave them welcome 

information. All were evacuated to prevent Nazi reprisals similar to 

those inflicted on the populace of Lofoten isles after the raid of last 

March. 

Eager for Scrap 

Bristling with arms and eager for the fight they never got, the 

Canadians landed at half a dozen communities, only to be welcomed 

by Russians working Soviet mines and by the Norwegians. 

This special composite force was the toast and envy of the 

Canadian Corps. Some of the troops had twice before been 

disappointed when expeditions of last year to Norway were cancelled 

or recalled, Edmontonians Mentioned 

Members of the staff which helped direct operations included 

Major S. Murdock, Vancouver and Lieutenant Bob Proctor, 

Edmonton. Major Bill Bury. Edmonton commanded the Alberta 

detachment with Captain Dick Carter, Edmonton, second in 

command. Major Archie Donald Edmonton was officer commanding 

troops aboard ship, and the ship’s adjutant was Captain Len Dawes, 

Edmonton. 

Further officers from Edmonton included Lieuts. Bill Cromb and 

Ed. Newton, Edmonton, Harry Smith, Medicine Hat and Victoria, 

and Roy Church, Lavoy, all of the Edmonton Regiment. 

Guard Brigadier 

At a big Russian settlement, a detachment that provided 

protection for the Brigadier in command of the expedition was in 

charge of Major Bury, which included Cpl. Joe Flynn and Ptes. Don 

Russell, Larry Ryan of Edmonton, George Taylor, Coronation, Wilf 

Whiteford, Fort Saskatchewan, Alf. Tousignant, Grande Prairie, 

Colin White, Spirit River, and Ed. Beaudry, Bonnyville. A great help 

in this settlement were three Russians who acted as interpreters. They 

were Ptes. K. Sobkiw and H. Shalyko, Edmonton, and Sapper George 

Wowk, Lethbridge. 

More Edmonton Detachments 

At the Norwegian settlement, Lieut. Cromb led his men ashore. 

Among them were Sgt. Bunny Allen and Cpl. Don Gower, 

Edmonton, L/Cpl. Jim Hamill, Vancouver, and Pte. Andy Erickson. 

Camrose. 

Lieut. Smith landed on the beach at a Russian settlement. Soldiers 

with him were Sgt. S. Master - son, Edmonton, Pte. G. Allen of 

Hillside, N.J., one of the few Americans in the force, Pte. J. T. A. 

Miller, Bulwark, Alta., and Pte. K. D. Trimble, Slave Lake, Alta. 

In command of landing the expedition at a Soviet town at the foot 

of a mountain was Lieut. Couch, Lavoy. His men were Cpl. J. J. 

Mackie. Athabasca, Pte. R. M. Davidson, Alexo, Alta., Pte. J. Barr, 

Wetaskiwin, Alta, and Pte. H. B. Atkinson, Windsor Creek, Alta. 

Protects Ships 

Among those left on board to guard ships and handle stores were 

the following: C.Q.M.S. Andy Hawreliak and R.S.M. Alf. Symington 

and Pte. George Austin, a northern trapper, Edmontonians and Ptes. 

R. K. McEarchern, Viking, Fred Paupst, Rahab, and J. Krokolowich, 

Waskatenau, another Russian speaker. 

Canadians Run Services 

The Canadians took over the town of Barentsburg and ran the 

regular services of the community. C.S.M. Jim Stone, Blueberry 

Mountain, Alta., was “commissar” of this desolate town of irregular 

streets, lined with wooden shacks. 

Pte. Bill Brown, Edmonton, ran a livery barn and the Canucks 

drove around as in the “buggy- days”. Butchers were Sgt. Dan Smith, 

Edmonton, Pte. Bill Purvis, Grande Prairie, and Pte. Leo Shabatka, 

Medicine Hat. Pte. Bud Craney, Camrose was on the air raid alarm 

squad. Officers’ mess arrangements were cared for by Sgt. William 

Swain Nelson, B. C. 
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Spoiled for Enemy Use 

While the raid passed off without hostile contact the results were 

nonetheless effective as the authorities believe the destruction 

wrought at the coal mines and other resources will prevent their use 

for a long period. 

We congratulate the troops on their splendidly executed and 

conducted foray. 

Russian Miners Taken Home 

An after result, kept secret for a few weeks, was the evacuation 

from Spitzbergen of 2,000 Russian miners and their successful 

repatriation to Russia, under convoy of the Royal Navy. 

In charge of the troops on this ship was Major Archie Donald, and 

adjutant Capt. Len Dawes. Another detachment was commanded by 

Lieut. E. Newton. 

Pouring Rain and Heavy Mist 

The flotilla anchored in very bad weather at Archangel. Russian 

boats removed the miners and their families, the Canucks helping 

with children and baggage. C.Q.M.S. Andy Hawreliak directed the 

miners and the Canadians in this work, his knowledge of Russian 

being an invaluable help. The transport sailed before the Canucks had 

a chance to sample any of the Vodka. 

RE-ELECT EARLE HAY LEAGUE PRESIDENT 

Earle Hay, 11138 65th St. was re-elected president of the 

Highlands Community league at a meeting recently in the Highlands 

school. 

Mr. Hay reported more than 125 members in the league since 

1940. He lauded the people of the community for taking such “active” 

interest in the welfare of the league. 

Vote of thanks was given by the members to the former 

committee heads for their “able” work last season. 

Earle has been a hard-working member of the 49th association 

executive for a great number of years, but apparently finds time to be 

of real value to his own local community. 

“OLD BILL” PASSES, STILL LIVES IN CARTOONS 

Millions of people who never saw him and know almost nothing 

about him felt something akin to personal bereavement when the 

cables brought news the other day of the death of Mr. J. Merrigan. He 

was the original of Bruce Bairns - father’s cartoon character, “Old 

Bill”. 

OLD BILL EVACUATED 

Old Bill, the famous London bus that survived shot and shell on 

the western front in the last war, has been evacuated to a protected 

place on the outskirts of London. 

202nd BN. REUNION 

Recalling halcyon days of the Great War and reviving friendships 

formed at that time, 80 veterans of the 202nd Battalion Association 

gathered at the Masonic temple at 8 p.m. Saturday Nov. 1st for their 

annual reunion and election of officers. 
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2nd Battalion, Edmonton Rgt., (R)C.A., On War Footing Now Under Command of 

Lt. Col. R. W. Hale, M.C. 
Training Speeded Up, Equipment Issued As Warning Call Comes—Men Keen To “Go 

Active”—Defence, Attack Schemes Staged — Men Attend Second Camp At Sarcee.  

Maj. Gen. Griesbach Inspects Unit Grande Prairie Coy. 

Shows Progress—Colonel’s New Year’s Wishes. 

 

Activities of the Second Battalion, Edmonton Regiment, (R) 

C.A., since the last issue of the “Forty-Niner” have been featured by 

a speeding up in training and the acquisition of a large amount of 

stores to equip the men on a war footing. 

The biggest and most stirring development as far as the reserves 

are concerned was the warning issued the Second Battalion by 

Military District 13 calling the unit to stand by for action following 

the opening of Japanese hostilities in the Pacific in December. 

Immediately on receipt of this order Lt. Col. R. Walter Hale, 

M.C., had the men documented and in some cases medically re-

checked; the battalion was issued with webb equipment and steel 

helmets and within two parades the men were ready for active service. 

Unit Boasts Fine “Esprit De Corps” 

A fine reflection on the battalion is the fact that the majority of 

the men were all ready and keen to “go active.” A lot of the credit for 

this must go to Lt. Col. Hale; Maj. G. D. K. Kinnaird, second in 

command; Lt. G. Blais, adjutant; R.S.M. Charles Laubman; and 

officers and non-commissioned officers of the battalion. Through 

their organization and preparation of drill periods and lectures, they 

have built up a fine “esprit de corps” among the men. 

During the past year a successful attempt has been made by the 

instructional staff to create more interest in the training, with the 

result that the men are keener than ever to put their training into effect 

against the enemy. 

The work done by Lt. Kenneth McKenzie, training officer, in 

preparing syllabuses of training which featured a variety of 

instruction necessary to whip an infantry battalion into shape is 

praiseworthy. Lieutenant McKenzie burned a lot of the well-known 

“midnight oil” in preparing the syllabuses. 

Stress Is Laid on Manouevres 

Stress was laid on manouevres during the training. One Sunday 

scheme called for the regiment to guard all main highways into the 

city, stop all vehicles and request drivers’ licenses and registration 

cards. This scheme was not only a training for men in guarding 

against possible “fifth column” and espionage activity but was also 

of considerable help to the police. Those found travelling without 

drivers’ licenses and registration cards had their names turned in to 

police, who immediately saw to it that the delinquents obtained same. 

Another scheme to teach the strategy of attack and defence was 

carried out at the Kent Coal Mine east of the city on the Cooking Lake 

Trail. B coy. of the battalion took the part of “fifth columnists” who 

had captured the mine, which, for the sake of the scheme, was 

supposed to be the sole source of coal for the Edmonton district. 

The remaining companies in the regiment were given the job of 

attacking and clearing out B coy. — a job in which they were finally 

successful after considerable difficulty. 

B coy, the defenders, were led by Capt. G. M. Dunlop, officer 

commanding, while the attackers were led by Capt. M. B. McColl, 

officer commanding headquarters company. 

At the close of the scheme the battalion was given some sound 

advice by Edmonton Garrison Sgt. Maj. Fred W. Purkiss on the 

tactics they had adopted. Other sergeant-major instructors who 

assisted also gave the men some helpful criticism. 

Major Gen. Griesbach Inspects Battalion 

Another highlight in the battalion’s activities was the recent 

inspection carried out by Maj. Gen. W. A. Griesbach, C.B., C.M.G., 

D.S.O., V.D., K.C., inspector-general of Western Canada forces. 

Also present were Brig. F. M. W. Harvey, V.C., M.C., Calgary, 

district officer commanding M.D. 13; Lt. Col. D. G. L. Cunnington, 

G.S.O.I. of M. D. 13; and Lt. Col. E. Brown, M.M., E. D. area 

commandant. 

The battalion paraded in web equipment, and steel helmets and 

carried rifles and bayonets. With Lt. Col. Hale in command, the 

battalion presented a smart appearance, particularly in the “march 

past” with the general taking the salute from the reviewing base. 

Following the inspection, the inspecting officers checked the 

regimental stores in charge of Lt. Bert Millar, quartermaster. The 

quartermaster’s staff was complimented on the shape in which stores 

were kept. 

Many in Unit Receive New Postings 

There have been many changes and transfers in the battalion 

personnel in the past few months. Many men have left for active 

service. Space does not permit the mention of all these changes, but 

the following are a few: 

Capt. G. M. Dunlop, formerly officer commanding B coy., has 

received a post as education officer for the active army. Lt. Williams 

Batters is now commanding the company. 

Rev. Canon Godfrey P. Gower, B.A., LL. Th., former chaplain of 

the battalion, is now flight lieutenant and has been posted to one of 

the R.C. A.F. training centres. 

Lt. Gerald Baril, formerly in command of the signal platoon of 

headquarters company, has gone active service and is taking a 

signalling course at Brockville, Ont. 

Second Camp Outstanding Success 

A multitude of hot summer days that often had the boys enjoying 

baseball and football, stripped of everything from their waists up, this  
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year proved a great assistance in making the 1941 annual summer 

camp for the battalion the outstanding success it was. 

Even more successful than the previous period under canvas, that 

being the first one in war days since before the First Great War, this 

year’s camp saw more than 500 officers, non-commissioned officers, 

warrant officers and men taking stiff doses of advanced drill with 

rifle, modern equipment and all the rest of it, under conditions as 

closely related to battle conditions as possible. 

When the “fighting five hundred” of the famous Forty-Ninth 

detrained on arrival at the Calgary station that early Sunday morning, 

they were faced with a miserable downpour. The six-mile march to 

Sarcee was anything but a cheery prospect. There was nothing to do 

but get going however, and that’s what they did. It was about two 

hours later when they sighted the soaked tents of Camp Sarcee. 

Food Brings Back Enthusiasm 

It was amazing what Sgt. Cook Charlie Hepburn’s hot coffee did 

for the men. Half an hour after their arrival, the old enthusiasm had 

assailed them, together with the beautiful odors of frying bacon, eggs 

and hot buttered toast. 

The rain continued most of Sunday and it was noon Monday 

before blue skies broke through the clouds. Blankets, uniforms, boots 

and tents were dried out Monday afternoon and early Tuesday the 

training began in earnest. There followed long days of mock 

skirmishes in Sarcee’s wide wide fields and “defence” against 

training planes from Calgary’s R.C.A.F. detachments acting as 

unofficial representatives of the “enemy”; long route marches over 

the hills surrounding the historic valley — witnessing the displays in 

modern fighting stages by nearby permanent garrisons — nights of 

relaxation at Calgary or at the “Sally Ann” at camp; and there was 

that night when the “air raid alarm” was sounded and all lights were 

doused for a solid half hour. 

Men Learn How to Defend Country 

And all this time the civilian soldiers were finding new muscles, 

long hidden behind a pen at the office back home, pale complexions 

were giving way to the healthy tan of the outdoor life; men were 

learning how to defend themselves and their country against invaders, 

learning too, how to take back territory lost previously. 

As the period drew to a close, there were reviews by visiting army 

officials. Brig. F. M. W. Harvey, V.C., M.C., district officer 

commanding M.D. 13, told the men that they “looked splendid”. 

The culmination of the camp was the march home through 

Edmonton’s streets, crowded with cheering citizens. The men had put 

in their time to good advantage. They and their officers were satisfied 

with their efforts. 

D Coy. In North Wins Laurels 

In the days when the “old” battalion was a new battalion, the boys 

from the Peace River country were a strong and valuable contingent, 

so it is only-fitting that the second battalion should have a Peace River 

company and that it should be well trained and active. 

D coy., with headquarters at Grande Prairie, is organized under 

the command of Capt. D. W. Pratt, M.C., with Lts. Mantle, Sanger, 

Davies and MacDonald as platoon commanders. 
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From its inception, the company has been under instruction from Sgt. 

Maj. Tommy Booker who was one of B coy. originals and from all 

accounts is rapidly developing into a highly efficient organization of 

which the battalion can well be proud. 

The company has its own brass band of 20 pieces, which was recently 

presented with new scarlet uniforms through the generosity of Mrs. Frank 

Donald and is in great demand not only for the company but also for the 

personnel at the Grande Prairie training centre. 

The men of the company are drawn, not only from Grande Prairie, 

but from nearby towns and districts — Clairmont, Sexsmith, Wembley, 

Spirit River and Dawson Creek, all being represented. The Sexsmith 

contingent flatter themselves for their steady and punctual attendance. 

Good Hockey Team Claimed by Company 

The best hockey team in the district is the company team, at least D 

coy. claims it is, even though up to the time of writing only one game had 

been played. 

From a more serious standpoint the company provided the battalion’s 

best platoon at the Fail camp, has supplied a higher percentage of recruits 

to the active service forces than any other company and considers itself 

by far the best company in the battalion — a belief that seems to be held 

by all D companies. 

Sgt. Maj. Booker’s chief complaint is that as soon as he gets his 

N.C.O.’s. and men trained they leave him and go active so that he has to 

start all over again and train a new bunch. However, his complaint can’t 

be given too much consideration when he tells of gun crews stripping and 

assembling the Lewis in 35 to 40 seconds and snorts with disgust at the 

suggestion that maybe the guards are a little more precise in their drill 

movements. 

One indication of the standard of training- reached by the company 

may be found in a recent surprise attack on the town of Grande Prairie. 

After careful preparation a well-coordinated time table of attack was 

drawn up and all points of importance marked for capture. 

Zero hour was 10:40 and utilizing company cars together with 

blitzkrieg tactics the entire town was taken by surprise and was 

completely in the hands of the attacking force within less than five 

minutes, the first post reporting operations complete at 10:42. 

All roads were occupied by machine gun sections the railway station, 

powerhouse, telephone and telegraph exchanges, banks, radio station and 

transmitters, private short-wave stations and R.C.M.P. barracks were 

occupied, and all communications halted for 30 minutes when the 

company withdrew as silently and as quickly as it had arrived. 

During the period of occupation all cars were held stationary and the 

occupants in addition to all pedestrians were required to produce 

registration cards. 

Townspeople Surprised by Speed Of Attack 

The speed and thoroughness of the attack was a revelation to the 

townspeople who were taken completely by surprise and later expressed 

their amazement and gratification at the degree of training and discipline 

exhibited by the company. 

 

 

Remembrance Day Observances 

For the Remembrance Day observances part of the company under 

the command of Sgt. Major Booker took charge of the proceedings at 

Sexsmith while the remainder, under command of Lt. Mantle took part in 

the parade at Grande Prairie, so it will be seen that the new “Steady D” 

coy. is in all respects upholding the reputation earned so long ago by the 

old company. 

Col. Hale Has New Year Message 

Col. Hale, officer commanding, has issued the following New Year’s 

greetings to the battalion: “I want to extend my very sincere wishes to all 

ranks for a successful new year. None of us can tell what the coming year 

will bring, but we must be prepared for any eventuality. War has come 

closer to Canada and our unit has been ordered to stand by for any 

emergency. I am sure I speak with the voice of the battalion when I say 

that we are ready for anything and are prepared to uphold the glorious 

traditions of our parent unit in the last war—the 49th battalion. It is my 

sincerest wish that success will attend all our endeavors during the 

coming year.” 
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Where Is My Wandering Boy? 

 

Gordon Burns, “Tiny”, No. 751397, 

enlisted in the 118 Bn. Feb. 4th, 1916. 

Transferred to the 49th, he was posted to 

15 platoon, D coy. in ’17. Discharged 

March 20th, 1919 after 3 years’ service. 

Gordon is a farmer in civil life at Dunster, 

B.C. Married and has one boy. John M. 

Watt at Victoria sent along a cutting 

relating to Burns reenlistment. It ran as 

follows: Quote, “Pte. Gordon Burns borrowed a pair of long 

trousers just after his 14th birthday and joined the C.E.F. and went 

to France in the last war. Now he is a “big man”. In fact, he is 

probably the biggest man at Work Point. He stands 6 feet 4 inches 

and weighs 230 pounds. He can’t hold his reputation at Work 

Point (That name sounds rather ominous, Work!!! Ed.), however, 

for he is leaving for Prince Rupert. Best of Luck, Gordon. We are 

glad to hear you have left that Point. 

W. Booth, Jasper Alta., who served in the Signal section, 

R.C.R.’s and is well-known to many, of the 49th, sent along a 

donation to the Forty-Niner of $2.00. He is very interested in the 

doings of our boys and enjoys the magazine. His brother-in-law 

was one of our old members, Dan Monk, who most know, was 

killed at Passchendaele. Booth sends word of Charlie Mathieson, 

W, Tait and T. Walkeden, who for most of the time, wander 

around in the vicinity of this now famous mountain resort. He 

attended one of our banquets and enjoyed it very much and might 

be here for this one. 

Pete Westerson, “Slim”, 2621955, enlisted December 5th, 

1917, and came as a reinforcement to the 49th May 1918. Posted 

to No. 1 Platoon, A coy. He was wounded by shrapnel in the left 

leg and arm. Discharged, July 13th, 1919 after approx. 18 months 

service. Married and has 4 children. He is a metal miner by trade. 

Home address, 1813 14th St. West, Calgary, Alta. Has been in the 

army again for two years and is now in the R.C.A.S.C. Currie 

barracks, Calgary. 

J. H. Jeffries, of 711 23rd Ave. S. East, Calgary, Alta. 

Mentions in his letter to the association, that he saw Billy Worton 

at Sarcee Camp this last Summer. He also had a talk with Lieut. 

Patterson, at Currie Barracks. Thanks for the appreciation of the 

magazine, Jeff. 

Hon. Secy., Leslie D. Harvey, Canadian Ex-Servicemen’s 

Association (Great Britain) writes to say Sgt. G. W. Gale of “ours” 

is again doing his bit, this time with the A.A. Section, Royal 

Artillery. Gale is in need of reading matter and would appreciate 

any local papers forwarded to him. The paper will be put to a good 

purpose after reading, in helping the war effort. His address is: 

No. 148591 Pte. G. W. Gale, C Troop, 147 A.A. Battery, The 

Hutments, Isle of Grain, near Rochester, Kent, England. 

Charles W. A. Dawes, D coy., and of 15 platoon has retired 

from the Edmonton Civic service after 20 years, due to ill-health 

and left last November with his wife to live at Vancouver. We all 

hope Charley will recover his health in the balmy atmosphere the 

Ads all say they enjoy at the Coast. He was given high praise for 

his efficient work by the superintendent of his department in a 

letter to the City Commissioners. 

J. Hartnoll, Route 2, Box 45, Chino, California, says, “The 

boys must have a great time when they meet, talking over the old 

days and times. While there are a lot of Canadian soldiers down 

here in the Legion Posts, I have not run across any 49ers. We work 

with the American Legion and have a good time.” Hartnoll is 

enjoying the winter down there now, but mentions it is not as cold 

as the Canadian weather. Well! we guess not as we are “enjoying” 

some below weather now. He wishes the association and all 

members the very best success. 

J. F. E. “Dad” Carman writes very interestingly of his 

hospital and other experiences. Telling of his time in hospital 

when he was receiving attention on his only leg (left one), he says, 

“I foolishly stayed until they nearly finished me.” It was a long 

time before he could get onto his leg and has had to spend a lot of 

time in his chair. Dad thanks Norman Cook for the visits paid to 

him at that time. His daughter did well in pinch hitting when Mrs. 

Carman had to take to her bed. Major Winser wrote him, and he 

is trying hard to get back into harness, his son Sub-Lieut. Frank 

C. Winser trained at Victoria for the Navy and went to sea last 

September. George Stroud was very helpful to Dad during his 

time of stress and he is very grateful to him. 

George B. Key, Reg. No. 525213. Enlisted in the C.A.M.C. 

on December 16th, 1916 and joined the 49th Bn. in May 1918. 

Was with 13 Platoon, D coy. and then attached to 7th C.I.B. 

Signals. Discharged in March 1919, with service of 2 years and 3 

months. Is bank manager at Hamiota, Man., and has one daughter. 

We heard from “Billy” that C.S.M. R. T. Marrow late of D 

coy. is now on the administrative staff, 4th Divisional School of 

Instruction, Camp Shilo, Man. Marrow joined D coy. 49th Bn. at 

Mount St. Eloi in December 1916, from the 128th Bn. Moose Jaw. 

R. G. Andrew of 1247 8th Ave., A.S., Lethbridge writes us, 

sending dues and offers his best wishes to “all the boys”. Thanks, 

R. G.

 

  



Jan 1942    No. 34             THE FOURTY NINER 
 

Page 33 of 49 
 

 

 

 

 

William Harris, “Wally”, nickname by “Husky”! Reg. No. 

401209. Enlisted in the 33rd Bn. on January 20th, 1915. Joined the 

49th October 9th, 1915 and was posted to No. 2 Platoon, A coy. 

Suffered from Trench Feet, discharged May 23rd, 1919, with approx., 

service of 3 years and 7 months. Is trapping at Weald, (via Edson), 

Alta and unmarried. Bill Mair sent us in “Wally’s” questionnaire. He 

tells us that he met Fred Guest at Edson and found that “Wally” is 

working with him at Weald. Bill also sends us dues. 

We acknowledge receipt of dues and contribution to the “smokes” 

from Alf. E. McKay, of 1718 12th Ave. West, Calgary. Alf tells us 

he had a visit with the “General” at Red Deer last summer and 

enjoyed the talk of old times. Alf. also says he saw Joe Corlett in July 

and Joe is still raring’ to go. As a further contribution to the war from 

the Old Timers, Alf’s eldest boy is with the R.C.A.F. and the 

youngest is sure he is going to sea. Good luck to you all, Alf. 

James Lomas, “Lomo”. Reg. No. 435353. Enlisted in June 1915, 

in C coy, 50th Bn., and joined the 49th late in November 1915 and 

was posted to A coy., later with 7th M.G. coy. Was discharged in 

May 1918 after three years’ service. Address c/o Empress Hotel, 

Victoria, where he is employed as Captain waiter. Ed: — We have to 

thank “Lomo” for a very generous contribution to the “Smokes” 

Fund. Nice goin’. 

Joe Brightmore writes us that he received the magazine O.K. He 

is at present with No. 3 “M” Depot, R.C.A.F., Edmonton. Thanks for 

dues, Joe. 

We are glad to hear from Dave Barbour, of 33 Graham 

Apartments, Winnipeg. Along with dues and a nice addition to the 

cigarette fund, he sends us notice of his great interest in the “Mag”. 

Thanks, Dave. 

We acknowledge receipt of dues from A. E. Roberts. M.C. and 

John Procter, both of Wembley, Alberta. 

Frank Crozier writes us an interesting letter from 3920 State 

Street, Salem, Ore., with his dues. Frank says he was very interested 

to see Kinross’ picture in the magazine, as they were on the same gun 

in the “Stokes”. He mentions seeing Stuart Johns and George 

Bradford once in a while, also asks about another old pal, Albert 

Fowlie. 

Geof. Pinker notifies us of a change of address to: Box 290, 

Rawdon, P.Q. and thanks us for the 49er. 

G. C. Saunders writes from Chemainus, B.C., enclosing dues. He 

tells us he had a call from Mose Williams last summer and was sorry 

not to see Norman Cook. G. C. remarks that it would be wonderful if 

we could all get together in Edmonton once again. It sure would, G. 

C. 

According to the Edmonton Journal of October 15th, our old 

buddy Bill Worton is somewhat disturbed by accounts of the life 

enjoyed by one of his old Journal pals, along with several hundreds 

of thousands of Canucks now in England with the A.S. Bill tartly 

remarks that in the last war it was not long before the troops were in 

the land of the Mamzelles, going to it. Incidentally, we think Bill 

would like right well to be in this brawl. 
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Of interest to all 49ers was a recent letter in an Alberta paper 

written by Julien Nash of Calgary, Headquarters President 

R.N.W.M.P. Veterans Association, an old 49er. He points out the 

hardships that these old timers are undergoing and urges that all get 

behind the campaign started by Mr. Fred Anderson, M.L.A. to secure 

an adjustment of the Old Age Pensions to meet the increasing costs 

of living. 

James H. Rowse, Reg. No. 905007, enlisted in April 1916 in the 

194th at Edmonton and was orderly room clerk until leaving that 

battalion to join B coy. of the 49th in April 1917. Jimmy suffered 

gunshot wounds in the right side and abdomen. He was discharged 

on August 26th, 1918 as unfit for further service after having been in 

uniform for two and a half years. Jimmy is supervisor for the Alberta 

Government Liquor Control Board, where he has been employed for 

a number of years. He is married and has a son, 18, and a daughter, 

15. His home address is 11381 127th St. Edmonton. 

D. McPherson writes from Box 57, Clairmont P.O. enclosing 

dues and good wishes to all. We hope you received the magazine 

O.K., Mac. 

R. P. Cull sends from Seba Beach, Alta, expressing thanks for the 

49er and enclosing dues. Don’t forget R.P. we shall always be glad 

to see you when you can find the spare moments while in town. 

Sid Parsons hits the news again. Our worthy Alderman has been 

appointed Employment and Claims Officer for the Dominion 

Employment Commission. Line up on the right, men. 

Recently Major C. S. “Dick” Merrett was heard on a Canadian 

Troops broadcast. One of the old gang Dick is now providing 

entertainment for the troops in England. Later news tells us that he is 

now O.C. the Norwest London Technical Training Group, Royal 

Fusiliers. Nice going, Dick, and best of luck. 

Genial Alex. McDonald, late of D has been elected by 

acclamation, president of the Edmonton Chamber of Commerce. This 

is a well-deserved tribute to Alex. Congrats. 

We were tickled to death by a photo appearing in the Edmonton 

Bulletin on Friday, August 8th. It showed one Victor Mayled of the 

C.A.S.A. and Sgt. George Foley, garrison medical sergeant and late 

of “ours”. As Mayled is all of six feet seven inches and “Stub” owns 

to five feet two inches, it certainly made a picture. Incidentally, for 

the benefit of all the old gang, “Stubby” is still going strong and the 

same old “Stub”. 

49ers will be interested to hear of the re-election of J. K. Brennan 

of Stettler, as President of the Alberta funeral directors Association. 

Friends of Fred Richards, late of our “Good Old Band” and D coy, 

will be interested to hear that he has recently retired from the service 

of the Provincial Telephone System and is settling down to enjoy a 

life of ease and good works. Amongst the latter we include a position 

on the executive of the Association. All the best in the world, Fred. 

 

 

“TINY” WALL MEETS LORD HALIFAX 

We have a long and interesting letter from “Tiny”, at 1801 Dwight 

Way, Berkeley, California. He was one of the Guard of Honor for the 

visit of Lord Halifax recently. He supplied evidence of the fact by 

means of snapshots, which we are not able to print right now. “Tiny” 

dug into the past and told us several good yarns re the Buglers and 

Drummers. Thanks a lot, Tiny. 

FIVE BROTHERS MEET AFTER 43 YEARS 

Dr. Herbert Killips, veterinary surgeon of Oskaloosa, Iowa, met 

four of his brothers for the first time in 43 years in a family reunion 

in Edmonton this week, (July). The other brothers were Albert, 

George and William Killips, all of Edmonton and Thomas, of Falher. 

TOM GALLIVER’S BOY 

Sgt. William Galliver, wireless air gunner, who is now overseas 

following his graduation from an R.C.A.F. school at Dafoe, Sask. He 

is a son of Mr. and Mrs. T. Galliver, 11718 96 St. He attended city 

public schools and Eastwood high school. His Dad, Tom, served with 

H.Q. of the 49th. 
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Neville Jones Has Been Tower of Strength to all Activities 
Popular, Hard-working Treasurer has Played Important Part in 49th Bn. Assoc.— 

Is a Life Member—Owe Him Debt of Gratitude—Has Never Missed a 

Dinner or Church Parade. 

 

Whether he is referred to as “The Bishop” by the General — a 

pet name all his own — “our faithful treasurer”, “good old Nev”, 

or just plain “Neville’, anyone who knows the stout heart he is 

realizes immediately that there is only one Neville Jones, who has 

been custodian of our 

Association’s funds for the past 

twenty-two years. As our treas-

urer, Neville has fully qualified 

for any grand jewel that honours 

a civilian veteran. He has given 

unstintingly of his time and his 

talents. His intense loyalty to 

both Britain, the land of his birth 

and Canada, the land of his 

adoption, his associations, his old 

battalion and his many, many 

friends are just as well-known as 

his virtues are genuine. Having a 

personality that instantly and 

permanently attracts those with 

whom he comes in contact, 

Neville Jones is known to 

numerous old 49ers who reside either in Edmonton or wherever 

else former members of the old battalion are to be found. 

Was Born in England 

Neville Henry Jones was born in Oldham, Lancashire, 

England some fifty odd years ago and came to Canada in March 

1912, soon after joining the clerical staff of the Grand Trunk 

Pacific railway at Wainwright. In January 1915 he and many 

others from that town, including George Harper, Earle Thurston 

and Neil Livingston, all G.T.P. employees, joined the 49th, being 

posted to D coy. When the signals section was formed, he became 

a signaller and was transferred to 9 platoon, C coy. Proceeding 

overseas and to France with the battalion, he was wounded on 

September 15th, 1916 at Poziers, this being the day the first tanks 

went into action. 

He was sent to England and then to a hospital in Glasgow, 

transferred later to Epsom and Hastings for convalescence and 

then to the 21st Reserve at Bramshott, from where he went on 

draft back to the unit, remaining with it until the cessation of 

hostilities. Neville returned to Edmonton with the 49th in March 

1919, and immediately resumed civilian duties with the Canadian 

National Railways as assistant accountant, in which capacity he 

still serves in Edmonton. 

Member of Dauntless Three 

It was in May 1920 at a general meeting of association 

members that Nev. was appointed Honorary Treasurer, which 

office he has held continuously ever since. He, as treasurer, Earle 

Hay, as secretary and Norman Arnold as Corresponding Secretary 

are the dauntless three who have become an institution, the 

breaking up of which would seriously damage the whole structure 

of the 49th Battalion Association. 

In addition to the important part, he has played in holding the 

old crowd together, Neville Jones is an ardent member of the north 

side V.V.R. battalion and has been active for years in work of the 

Canadian Legion. Married very soon after the war he, and Mrs. 

Jones, who usually attends any special 49th function or ceremony 

to do with our activities, resides at 11252 125th St., Edmonton. 

Honoured by Association 

In January 1931, our capable treasurer was made a life member 

of the 49th Battalion Association by an assembly of the members 

at large. This honour could not have been better earned or more 

deserved by any of our number than in the case of this unselfish, 

hard-working official of our executive. As has been so truly said 

by more than a few, no matter where you find him, in fair weather 

or in foul. Neville Jones is always the same, — cheerful, 

optimistic and friendly to all. He will always be remembered as 

he is now known, as one of the most outstanding stalwarts of the 

49th Battalion and in the association it now represents. 

Incidents. Experiences and Escapades 

Many an interesting, exciting and amusing tale could be told 

by and of this jovial, well preserved member of “Ours”. This 

incident or that experience, or perhaps some little escapade, 

harmless and dignified, might be recounted about Neville and his 

many close companions, before, during and after the war, but 

suffice it is to say that he is perhaps one of the best outstanding 

examples of what a real 49er always was, is and ever will be to 

his associates. 

Unpaid Debt of Gratitude 

Those who enjoy the benefits which have come to our 

members owe to such men a debt of gratitude which can never be 

repaid. His devoted service to the good of the cause is reflected 

again and -again at all special gatherings, not one of which he has 

missed in the past twenty-two years. He has been present at every 

annual dinner and has attended each and every church parade. 

May his shadow never grow less is the fervent hope of those who 

know Neville Jones for his true worth.
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EDITORIAL RECALLS PERRY BARRON, ORIGINATOR OF 

“PINK-FACED CURLY WOLF” 

Toronto Paper Refers to Description Given Prince of Wales at 

Edmonton—Perry was One of the Loveable Characters of the Old 

Battalion 

Many pleasant memories of good old Perry Barron, now 

deceased, must have been in the minds of those who read an editorial 

in a recent issue of “Toronto Saturday Night”. Compliments were 

paid in this article to the Duke of Windsor, who had just completed a 

holiday at his E. P. Ranch, near High River, Alberta. 

The democratic reception the then Prince of Wales was accorded 

in the west in 1919 by a plainsman at Edmonton was recalled, when 

the Prince was described with, “He’s the old pink-faced curly wolf; 

he’s hair all over.” 

Who of us will ever forget Barron and his hoarseness of throat 

when meeting, greeting or describing people and things. It was 

invariably, “It’s a bear. He’s a curly wolf.” He was known by just 

about every member of the 3rd Division and was one of the loveable 

characters of the 49th. 

On the same occasion of the Prince of Wales’ 1919 visit when he 

pitched the first ball at a special game at Diamond Park, Perry from 

the grandstand, during a momentary silence as the Prince was wind-

ing up for the throw, was heard above the crowd to exclaim, “Atta 

boy, Prince, you’re a Prince and I’m a baron, so let’s go.” 

DATA AND SIDELIGHTS ON 1942 DINNER 

Lt. Col. R. W. Hale, M. C. is responsible for tonight’s dinner 

arrangements for the Brass Band, Piper, Bugler and the orchestra, 

details concerning which we expect have materialized. 

Those who were assigned by the executive to look after publicity, 

press and radio advertising our annual dinner were General 

Griesbach, Lt. Col. Hale and John Michaels (Mike). 

Norman Arnold, Harry Stonehewer, Alec Stewart and Fred 

Richards, members of this year’s executive, were given the 

sometimes-thankless job of collecting the annual dues, by contacting 

personally the boys sitting at table. 

The idea of having buffalo for the main “piece de resistance” at 

this year’s dinner originated in the prolific minds of John Michaels 

and Earle Hay. It was taken up enthusiastically by the executive. If 

the departure from the customary turkey is successful, give credit 

where credit is due to Mike. Earle, the chef, maitre de hotel and Claud 

Finlay, hotel manager, and himself a returned man. If the idea is not 

successful, blame the executive as a whole, whose shoulders are 

broad, and hide, in some cases, as tough as the General says buffalo 

meat used to be when he was weaned on it in the west years ago. 

As guests of the association at this year’s dinner we expect Mayor 

John Fry to be present, a representative from both the Bulletin and 

the Journal and perhaps the odd notable whose presence the executive 

thought would add luster to such a gathering. 

FOUR BROTHERS SERVE KING 

Sons of Mr. and Mrs. James Carruthers, 12601- 96th Street, 

William, 41, is with the South Alberta Regiment, Ava, 38, and 

George, 28 are overseas with an Alberta unit, and Reggie with the 

Edmonton Fusiliers. 
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OUR ASSOCIATION CHAPLAIN DELIVERS ADDRESS AT ANNUAL CHURCH PARADE 
Other Units Join 49ers in Parade—-Old Battalion Referred to as Good Soldiers and 

Now Good Citizens—Never-Ending Service of General Griesbach— 

Lieutenant Governor Takes Salute—Get-together Held Afterwards 
 

According to what is now a traditional practice, the annual church 

parade of 49th. Battalion veterans was held July 20th, the Sunday 

following the last day of the Edmonton Exhibition. It was the 15th 

annual parade, during which, solemn, heartfelt tribute was paid to 

those who were killed in action, those who died of wounds or who 

have since passed on. The weather was clear and fine but hot. There 

were at least one thousand on parade, in which members of other 

associations, organizations or units took part, including the Canadian 

Legion, Red Chevron Club, Army and Navy Veterans, Imperial 

Veterans and members of the Amputation Association. A detachment 

from the Camrose Training Centre was represented. The 2nd 

Battalion Edmonton Regiment under Lieut.- Col. R. W. Hale, M.C., 

brought up the rear of the parade to the legislative building grounds, 

passing by the cenotaph en route. 

Bands in Attendance 

Regimental Band of the 2nd Battalion was under Band Sergeant 

Graydon Tipp and the bugle band was on parade with Pipe Major 

Henry Laing in charge. Many stirring martial airs were played. Those 

on parade swung to the music of “Colonel Bogey”, “Tipperary”, 

“Pack Up Your Troubles”, and other favourites of the Great War. 

Colors Carried in Parade 

As is customary, color parties paraded their ensigns at the “slope” 

when marching and at the “carry” when moving onto and off the 

parade grounds. Colors were “dipped” as the National anthem was 

played. The color parties stood at their usual positions as the colors 

were deposited with the drums during the service, which was 

outdoors on the government building’s grounds. 

Address by Association Chaplain 

Divine service was under the direction of Ca.pt. Rev. G. G. 

Reynolds, chaplain of the 49th Battalion Association and rector of 

Holy Trinity Church. Capt. Reynolds was a former company 

commander of the P.P.C.L.I. in France. 

The opening hymn was “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”, 

which was followed by the reading of Psalm 16, following which was 

a prayer and another hymn, “O God Our Help in Ages Past”. The 

Padre’s subject for address was “Our Goodly Heritage”. Capt. 

Reynolds esteemed it a great honour to address the gathering. 

Reference was made to the 49th being known as a regiment of good 

soldiers, and that since the war they were known as good citizens, 

even so much so as to come to a church service. Tribute was paid to 

Major General Griesbach and to his service which was never-ending. 

He was described as a great citizen and a great soldier, proud of the 

49th, which he recruited and took to France to win undying- glory. 

The speaker pointed out that “Our lot has fallen in good ground 

and we will have a good heritage.” God, he said, was not interested 

only in individuals, but was interested in groups and nations. The 

British Empire was different from others, having no great lust for 

riches and no lust for power. 

Lieut.-Governor Takes Salute 

His Honor, the Lieutenant Governor, Capt. J. C. Bowen, took the 

salute, Major General Griesbach being at his side, with whom also 

stood His Honor’s secretary, Capt. Allan Gillies, and Capt. Jack 

MacQuarrie, who was our original Signals Officer in France and later 

A.D.C. to Major General Griesbach. The saluting base was on 100th 

Avenue at 102nd Street. 

Another old stalwart played an important part in this church 

parade as he has always done on such former occasions, Major 

Ronnie Arthurs, M.C., who was parade adjutant. Sid Parsons, one of 

two 49er Edmonton aldermen, and a former sergeant of C company 

acted as parade sergeant major. All those who marched, except 

members of the 2nd Battalion, Edmonton Regiment, mustered and 

lined up on the Market Square grounds. 

Get-Together at Hotel 

After the parade was dismissed and other units had dispersed, 

Forty-Niners, their wives and families had a little get-together at the 

Royal George Hotel, where luncheon was served. Yarns were 

swapped and stories told, which, in some cases, may possibly have 

made friend wife stare in open-eyed wonder or the young ’uns 

snuggle up closer to Mum to hear what Daddy did, or was reputed to 

have done, in the Great War. It was an enjoyable affair. Copies of the 

July issue of the Forty-Niner were distributed and (in all modesty we 

report it) many laudable remarks were heard of the setup and quality 

of material in it. 

ATTENTION FORTY-NINERS 

Items have appeared in the magazine of sons and other close kin 

of our boys who have enlisted in the Armed Forces. These have been 

gathered from newspaper items, and the chance remarks or on 

information given by interested friends. To properly do justice to all 

those of our boys who have enlisted please send into the 

corresponding secretary the following information. Your own 

Number, Name and Company in which you served in the 49th in the 

last war. The Number, Name and relationship of kin enlisted in the 

present war. Rank, Unit, Date of Enlistment. Service, Home or 

Overseas. 

BRYANT GIVES TALK 

During an afternoon session of the country editors’ convention 

held in Edmonton last fall, W. G. Bryant, Edmonton Journal 

machinist, spoke on the “Care and Maintenance of the Linotype.”
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FIFTEENTH ANNUAL CHURCH PARADE 

 

The above shows the fifteenth annual church parade to attend divine service. Major General Griesbach is marching in front at the head of 

the parade, followed by Major Arthurs, Sid Parsons in centre and on the right Captain Jack Macquarrie. Captain Alex MacDonald is shown 

marching at the head of the leading company. 
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BUILT LOG HOUSE 

Tom Bull of Edmonton felt as proud as John Bull of Britain last 

August and well might he be proud. Tom Bull, veteran of the First 

Great War and purchasing agent at No. 16 Elementary Flying School, 

chatted with the Duke of Kent at the Edmonton airport on the basis 

of an old friend of the family. 

For Mr. Bull was in charge of construction of a summer cottage 

at Sunningdale, Eng., shortly after the last war. It is built Canadian 

log house style, although the logs were felled in England. 

Sunningdale is in Windsor Park and on the royal estate. 

Mr. Bull went overseas with the 49th Battalion from Edmonton. 

FORMS OWN FIRM 

James C. Thompson of H.Q. and A coy., a former provincial 

auditor and since 1936 manager of the Montreal offices of Clarkson, 

Gordon, Dilworth and Nash, has resigned from that firm to form his 

own accountant’s firm, to be known as James C. Thompson and 

Company, it was learned here Wednesday, August 20th. Since 

resigning his post here in 1936 after 14 years’ service with the 

province, Mr. Thompson has been employed on several occasions by 

the Dominion government. Recently he was engaged on Rowell-

Sirois commission work. 

NOW OVERSEAS 

Ft. Lt. J. Douglas Wallace, son of Dr. and Mrs. H. C. Wallace, of 

Wainwright. He was graduated in medicine from the University of 

Alberta in 1940 and is now medical officer of a squadron somewhere 

in England. Word of his recent promotion to rank of flight lieutenant 

has been received by his parents. 

‘Doc” Wallace, Senr, served as M.O. of the 49th and was 

wounded at Vimy at the same time as the late Col. Weaver. 

In the “Gentlemen with Wings” program, broadcast from England 

on Nov. 18th., Flight Lieut. Gordon Wallace was one of the speakers. 

This young airman is a son of Dr. H. C. Wallace, of Wainwright, one-

time M.O. Captain of the 49th in France. 

May we commiserate with all those who through sickness or other 

causes are unable to be present at tonight’s dinner. A great big hope 

that we will all be together next time at the gathering of the old boys. 

Many of those who know and admire our old friend and 

benefactor, George D. Hunt, and who wonder how and where he is 

will be glad to know that he is still going strong. He takes a keen 

interest in all our activities and proceedings but. much to his chargin, 

is still unable to take any active part on account of bad eyesight. 

OVERSEAS TWO YEARS 

On Dec. loth, 1939, the C.N.R., station and platform, were 

crowded with relatives and friends who gathered to wave goodbye to 

a unit perpetuating the 49th battalion of the First Great War, as they 

left for the great adventure. 
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LIEUT. BOB PROCTOR BACK IN CANADA FOR SPECIAL DUTIES 
Has Made Name for Himself in Helping to Plan and Work Out Details for Spitzbergen Expedition —-Shows Pride in All His Associates-—• 

Addresses Canadian Corps Meeting. 

 

In his dress, field-service cap of blue, with crimson insert in the 

wedge, and finished in gold and red piping, red shoulder patches, 

emblematic of the 1st Canadian Division Overseas, trim fitting great 

coat, rosy red cheeks and a military bearing that any soldier might 

justly envy, Lieutenant Bob Proctor on his recent arrival here from 

England looked a splendid physical specimen of a real military man. 

 

He typified what we are told from all quarters that all members of 

the 1st Battalion, Edmonton Regiment have become as a result of 

intensive training, strenuous exercise and long route marches all over 

England in their preparation for a possible Nazi attempt at invasion. 

Gave Interesting Talk 

During the few days he was here, Lieutenant Proctor was a busy 

man. He gave a very interesting- talk to Canadian Corps members at 

their December 2nd meeting, but told only of incidents, relating to 

men of the Regiment. He withheld, as needs he must, any and all 

details and particulars or even mention of what the Battalion is doing, 

where they are or have been, the Spitzbergen expedition in which he 

played an important part or any opinions whatsoever which might 

suggest what may or may not be planned for the Canadians Overseas. 

To say that Bob kept to himself any secrets he might have heard, 

would be putting it mildly. He just simply did not talk about much 

more than that he has been associated overseas with very interesting 

work among others of the best Corps, the best division, brigade, and 

of course the best regiment in England. He spoke highly of Brigadier 

Potts and of Lieut. Col. E. B. Wilson, of his brother officers and of 

the good work they are doing. Not last by any means did he mention 

that the boys of the battalion are doing their stuff as only men from 

Edmonton and lineal descendants of the old 49th could, when 

preparing to meet the enemy. 

Hungry for News of the Boys 

It isn’t known how long Lieut. Proctor will be staying in Canada. 

When here he was besieged from all sides by those who wanted news 

of this one or that one of his regiment. Evidently the boys are keeping 

fit and doing their duty in the way they set out to do, when they 

undertook the job of helping to finish off in true Canadian style, a 

ruthless, insolent aggressor who dares to dispute the liberties of free 

men. They will bring honour to themselves and to the city they 

represent. 
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Vick's SON NOW IN ENGLAND 

L.A.C. Roland Kerr, eldest son of John C. Kerr (Chip) V.C., and 

Mrs. Kerr, arrived in England last November. Mr. Kerr, his dad, is 

stationed at Kamloops, with the R.C.A.F. Roland is named for his 

Uncle, who was killed when leaving the line for a rest, when the 

battalion was holding the line up from Fosse 10 the winter of 1917-

18. 

James, 18 has also followed in their footsteps. The only one not 

in uniform is Rodney aged 12, who intends to be a pilot someday. 

VISITS EDMONTON 

Albert F. Hobbins, son of Mrs. A. K. Hobbins, 115 St. and the late 

Col. Hobbins of Edmonton, visited the city last November. He has 

been in charge of production of a bomber being manufactured in 

Canada. He is on loan by the Bristol airplane company to the British 

air ministry, and assumes duties on the west coast. 

CROASDALE’S KIN HONOURED 

Major John Alexander French, nephew of Mrs. Mary Croasdale, 

of 9542 Jasper Ave. has twice been mentioned in dispatches for 

gallantry in leading a company in an important action at Uaddara, 

Africa. 

Major French is a native of Preston, Lancashire, which is also the 

hometown of No. 433132, A. Croasdale, who served in D coy., and 

7th T.M. Bty., and now lives in the Old Country. 

LAING LOSES HOME 

Fire breaking out at 8:30 p.m. one Sunday last summer completely 

destroyed the farm home of Pipe Major Henry Laing at Horse Hills, 

15 miles north-east of the city. Pipe Major Laing, Pipe Major with 

the Edmonton Regiment pipe band and with the original P.P.C.L.I. in 

the First Great War, is employed at the Oliver Institute. 

NOT SO HELPFUL 

At the annual meeting several members when asked to send in 

their particulars of service for the Wandering Boy column, said, 

“They had not seen the questionnaire which has been distributed for 

the last number of years.”. So, about a dozen were handed out, and, 

sorry to state, the returns are, as on previous occasions with the local 

members, negligible. 

RETIRES FROM HOTEL SERVICE 

Genial Charles Fox, maître d’hotel at the Macdonald for the last 

14 years, left the service at the end of October for health reasons, to 

reside at the Coast. He was one of the hotel employees who helped 

along the success of our banquets since we returned to the “Mac”. 

INFORMATION WANTED 

M15959, Pte. G. Botsford, B coy., No. 3C I.H.U. (Edmonton 

Regiment), Canadian Army (Overseas), c/o Base P.O., England, 

wishes to contact Miss Janet Stewart, who used to reside at 9517-100 

Ave., Edmonton. 
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CANADIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION 

We have received a pamphlet with some information on their 

broadcasts. The total number of programmes broadcast for 1940-41 

amounted to 12,129.20 hours, or 36,419 programmes. This is an 

increase over 1937-38 of 147.3%. War broadcasts originated by the 

C.B.C. were 52.4% and 45.7% by the B.B.C. Outstanding War 

Broadcast Series listed, such as. B.B.C. Radio Newsreel, With the 

Troops in England, etc., numbered 25 separate programmes. 

DAWS FAMILY’S FINE RECORD 

Mrs. C. Daws, war widow, has 5 sons serving in the army. They 

are Sgt. Danny Daws and Cpl. Harry Daws, with an engineering unit 

overseas; L/Cpl. George Daws, Highland unit overseas; Leading 

Cook, Frank Daws, R.C.N., on corvette duty; Pte. Albert Daws, 

Highland unit overseas; one son John with the American army. James 

Daws, veteran of the First Great War tried to enlist but was turned 

down because of age. Three other sons are in the R.C.A.F., Stanley, 

Tommy and Charlie, who served in D coy. in the last Great “War to 

end all Wars.” 

Clare’s Son Given Wings 

Norman A. Clare, son of Mr. and Mrs. A. Clare, 11923-94th 

Street, received his pilot’s wings at No. 16 S.F.T.S., Hagersville, Ont. 

last December. He played hockey at one time for the Maple Leafs in 

Edmonton. Clare Sr. served with B coy of the 49th. 

DAVE KEATING’S BOY OVERSEAS 

Mr. and Mrs. Dave Keating, 11422 - 122nd St. received word last 

December that their son Cpl. Thomas Keating, 21 had arrived safely 

overseas with an armoured unit. Well known to young people of his 

home district, he was fond of skiing and hockey. Young Tom joined 

the army at Vernon B.C. We all wish him the best of luck. Dave ser-

ved with C coy. in the last “fracas” 

EDMONTON SOLDIER ILL 

M16080, Pte. Charles Hill, 40, son of Mrs. Alice M. Hill, 11728 

85th Street was reported seriously ill in the official casualty list last 

December. He went overseas with his Alberta Unit early in the war, 

and prior to that had lived in Edmonton. He was a farmer at one time 

in the Colinton district of Athabasca. 

DUES PAYABLE 

The annual dues for members in the association are 50 

cents. This entitles a member to the semiannual issues of 

the magazine, postpaid. Dues can be forwarded to the 

Corresponding Secretary, or to Neville H. Jones or 

delivered to Earle Hay, Post Office Building, Edmonton. 

Life Membership is $15.00. All the work of our association 

is carried on solely from the subscriptions of the members. 

As helpful as the dews of the morning, are the dues for 

membership in our association. Have you paid yours 

lately? No! Then do so right now and you will not let the 

opportunity slip by. 
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COL. WILSON WRITES EARLE HAY 

Last Friday, November 7th, the Carleton and York Regiment and 

the 49th had a joint dinner, attended by over 115, and more than 50 

of the officer’s present were officers of the regiment. 

The speaker of the evening was Col. the Hon. Viscount R. B. 

Bennett, and I have asked Major Browse to write a full and complete 

account of the dinner and to mail it to you right away so that you 

might receive it prior to the Forty-Niner going to press. (Not in time, 

Ed.) I also enclose a print of a shield which Lt. Col. W. G. Stillman 

presented to the Bn. when he left the Bn. to go to H.Q. in London. 

For your information, the inscription reads as follows: “Mechanical 

Transport Trophy presented by Lt. Col. W. G. Stillman, O.C. 

Edmonton Regiment, 15 March 1939 to 21 August 1940.” 

To be awarded for best sub-unit mechanical transport. 

Not very long-ago Petrie and I dropped in to see Capt. W.A.R. 

Ball, who lives about a dozen miles from here. Unfortunately, his 

petrol ration prevents him from visiting us very often. He always asks 

to be remembered to his fellow comrades when we write. 

I hope that this letter will reach you before Christmas, but from 

the list of mail losses which George showed me a short time ago, I 

am afraid that quite a number of letters which various of us have 

written have never arrived in Canada. 

With best wishes to you for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year. 

WORD FROM SASKATCHEWAN 

Jas. P. Cheyne, C coy., writing from Herschel, Sask., forwards his 

dues and asks after old pals. He had a visit with Jack Wallace who 

farms at Glenside, Sask. Cheyne wants to know where Jim Parker, 

C.Q.M. of C coy. is now living. He met him often when he was 

working on the Kerrobert line. His best regards are sent to Bob 

Whyte, Hugh Currie, Bill Rennie, his cousin, and his old O.C. Stan 

Davies. Cheyne sympathizes with Geo. Swanson in his sickness. 

When applying for enlistment for this war he was turned down. 

TRANSFERRED TO CALGARY 

Flt.-Lt. J. E. Pugh, M.C., has been transferred to the R.C.A.F. 

centre at Calgary. 

WINS TROPHY 

A. E. McKay, Calgary, has received word his son “Bob” won the 

Murphy Trophy for flying in December. 

OUR THANKS TO THE NEWSPAPERS 

The many pictures appearing in this issue indicate the generosity 

of both the Edmonton Journal and the Edmonton Bulletin in their 

cooperation by loaning cuts for publication. We are grateful to both 

of our local newspapers for the help they give the magazine 

committee. We also thank all those who assisted in the publication of 

our magazine. 

Do not forget the Advertisers when making your purchases as the 

“sinews of war” are mainly received through their patronage.
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LANGUAGE TERRIBLE BOTH SIDES 

Extract from recent letter from Capt. H. L. Holloway, M.C., M.M. 

and Bar, A.M.P.C., Imperial Army, Sudan, whom 49’ers will 

remember as Scout Sergeant and as an Officer with the Bn. 

“I have had no active part yet in the advances but may very soon 

be in a more advanced region April 6th, 1941), I have been up in the 

so-called hills away in the southern interior for a month or two 

recruiting a company which I am to lead, unless, as is always possible 

in the Army, there is a change of plan. 

“My company is formed almost entirely from the more primitive 

tribes, with just a sprinkling of Arabs. They seem very easy to handle, 

and learn drill, etc., surprisingly quickly. Most of them have handled 

some form of rifle from boyhood. One of the most tiresome aspects 

is the necessity of knowing Arabic. All orders, explanations, and 

everything else has to be spoken in that language, and it is not easy 

to master an entirely new tongue. Even the educated natives rarely 

speak English. 

“Give my best regards to any old acquaintances, especially to 

General Griesbach if you should see him. Tell him the old 49th 

traditions will be maintained even in this out of the corner of the war. 

“The climate here is difficult, much hotter than anywhere I have 

been previously (Gold Coast, Nigeria, Cameroons, Ecuador, 

Venezuela. It seems impossible to slake one’s thirst.” 

F. T. PINNELL. 

(A thirst like the one Len used to possess certainly would. — Ed.) 

 

Address Mail Correctly 

May we bring to our members notice the new method of 

addressing mail to “the troops?” In addressing the designation 

“Canadian Army” should be used instead of “Canadian Active 

Service Force.” 

An example — 

K-52937 Pte. John Blank, “B” Company, 

Seaforth Highlanders of Canada,  

Canadian Army Overseas. 

Thanks! 

INTERESTING SOUVENIR 

Small oval of glass blown from a window of ancient Limpsfield 

court, in Limpsfield, Surrey, was the unique war souvenir received 

recently by R. P. Wallace, clerk of the Alberta supreme court. It was 

sent from England by Lt.-Col. T. B. Wilson, Edmonton lawyer, 

officer commanding an Alberta military unit overseas. 

VISITS PARENTS 

L.A.C., W. J. Kinnaird, Saskatoon, was a visitor at Christmas with 

his parents, Major and Mrs. Kenneth Kinnaird, Edmonton. 

HOW “STRANGE” 

ALDERSHOT — Prosecuting in courts-martial here, Capt. H. F. R. 

Strange said there was a mistaken idea among soldiers there was 

something between stealing and not stealing called “scrounging.” 
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Last Post 

 
In ever living memory of the officers, non-commissioned officers and men of the 49th 

Battalion (Edmonton Regiment) who were killed in action, or died of wounds received in 

Belgium and France during 1914 to 1918, and to those who have since passed on mainly due to 

the ravages of war service; also to our “sons” who have passed on in this later renewal of our 

Battle. 

“These men were victorious in death”. 

 

CAPT. REV. CANON G. G. REYNOLDS CHAPLAIN OF 

OUR ASSOCIATION PASSES 

 

Captain Reynolds, rector of Holy Trinity Anglican Church, in 

Edmonton since 1927, died Friday, December 12th. He had made a 

gallant fight to overcome his sickness for the last few years, but 

finally passed away rather suddenly. 

Capt. Reynolds served as a combatant officer with the Princess 

Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry in the last war and gained honours 

and promotions being in command of a company in the latter stages. 

Since his return to civil life he had identified himself closely with 

many returned men’s organizations. 

He was chaplain of our association and only last July, insisted on 

taking our church parade although far from well, (see story this issue), 

and also held Hon. Chaplaincies in the Edmonton branch Canadian 

Legion, 19th Alberta Dragoons., Legion of Frontiersmen, Veterans 

Volunteer Reserve and the Royal Society of St. George. 

 

Funeral services were held in Holy Trinity Church, at 2:30 p.m., 

on Tuesday, Dec. 16th. Right Rev. Bishop W. F. Barfoot officiated, 

assisted by Rev. N. J. Godkin. Interment took place in the Edmonton 

cemetery. The church was filled to overflowing by friends and 

parishioners, showing the high regard in which, he was held. 

He leaves to mourn his loss, his wife, two sons, one daughter, and 

his father and one sister in England. 

MAJOR A. W. OWEN 

Major A. W. Owen, well known to many old-timers of Edmonton, 

as well as to former 49ers., died in Chicago on August 29th, 1941. He 

last visited Edmonton a year ago and association members will recall 

his last attendance at our annual dinner. He served with the 49th in 

France, afterwards being second-in-command of the 260th Rifle 

Battalion, under Col. F. C. Jamieson, in the Siberian expedition in the 

Great War. Major Owen was born in P.E.I.  In 1897 he went to the 

Yukon where he served as a mounted policeman. From 1908 to 1914 

he was in the real estate business in Edmonton, joining the 51st in 

1915, going overseas in 1916 to join the 49th. He offered his services 

in the present war but was too old, being 66 at the time of his demise. 

His son, F.O. A.W. Owen, is with the R.C.A.F. in Calgary. 

CAPTAIN EDWARD LIVESAY 

Captain Edward Livesay died in the Shaughnessy Hospital, 

Vancouver, and was buried on September 20th, 1941 at Sidney, V.I. 

Members of the 49th Battalion C.E.F. formed a guard of honor. He 

was manager of Saanich Growers’ Association and the Victoria 

Growers’ Association for a number of years since the last war, during 

which he served for part of the time with the 49th. He will be recalled 

as battalion bombing officer. His widow survives to mourn his loss, 

also two daughters, Mrs. H. C. Horth, Mrs. W. A. Beswick, Jr., and 

one son, Ernest Edward, all of Victoria. Three sisters also survive, 

Mrs. Thomas, West Vancouver: Mrs. Moss, New Westminster, and 

Mrs. Pickstone, Dunstable, Alta., and one brother, J. Livesay, of 

Vancouver. The funeral was largely attended. 

ALEXANDER LAING 

There passed away on Saturday, March 9, Alexander Laing, aged 

sixty-six years, of 836 Hampshire Road. The late Mr. Laing was born 

in Scotland and had been a resident of Victoria for the last six years. 

He served overseas in the Great War with the 49th Battalion, C.E.F. 

At the funeral the Rev. F. R. G. Dredge conducted the service, 

during which the hymn “Lead, Kindly Light” and “Abide with Me” 

were sung. Interment was made in Colwood Burial Park, with the 

following as pallbearers: P. Shrimpton, A. Bailey, A. W. White, H. 

Cumberpatch, G. Brunell and W. Prevost. 

JAMES EDWARD WARREN 

On August 2nd, aged 52 years, James Edward Warren of 9541 

88B St., passed away in a local hospital. He leaves to mourn his loss 

besides his loving wife, one son, Reginald Lloyd also five sisters and 

one brother. Mr. Warren was a member of the 49th and the Canadian 

Corps, and also of the Kensington Lodge A.F. and A.M. Funeral 

services were held Tuesday afternoon at 1:00 o’clock at Foster and 

McGarvey’s funeral chapel. Rev. A. E. Maghorne officiated. 

Interment was made in the Soldiers’ Plot in the Edmonton cemetery. 
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S. S. FRANKLIN 

No. 101762, S. S. Franklin better known to those who knew him 

well as “Shine”, who had resided at 1656 Georgia St. Vancouver, 

B.C., passed away early this year. The only information we have re-

garding his death is mail returned marked “deceased”. 

FRANCIS MICHAEL SMITH 

Francis Michael Smith of 12224 Stony Plain Rd. died in 

Edmonton on December 2nd, aged 44. He served in the First Great 

War with the 49th and 1st C.M.R.’s. Funeral services were held on 

Thursday, December 4th at 10:00 o’clock. Fit. Lt. Rev. T. J. Ryan 

officiated. Interment took place in the Soldiers’ plot, in the Edmonton 

cemetery. He leaves to mourn his loss two sisters and four brothers. 

The Secretary of the Vancouver branch reports the death of the 

following members of their branch. 

WILLIAM A. OAKLEY 

No. 433081, William A. Oakley, enlisted in the 49th, March 1915, 

and served in 7 platoon B coy. He was drowned May 2nd, 1941 while 

working in the shipyards in Vancouver. His body was not found until 

the end of the month. The late member was a Past-President of the 

branch and was on the executive for two years. 

H. A. HILES 

No. 433046, H. A. Hiles, enlisted in the 49th, March 1915, and 

served with C coy. He was wounded in 1916, and again in 1917 at 

Passchendaele. 

ROBERT HAY 

No. 432637, Robert Hay, enlisted in the 49th January 1915. (We 

have no record of his company). 

W. H. CLARKE 

No. 183132, W. H. Clarke, enlisted in the 89th at Calgary, Nov. 

1915. He was transferred to the 49th, Nov. 1916 and served with 4 

platoon, A coy. Wounded. 

The funeral of all these men took place last June at Vancouver. 

SERGEANT. D. G. CHATTELL 

Sgt. David G. Chattell, 25, wireless air gunner with the R.C.A.F., 

has been killed in action overseas, according to information received 

by his parents, Maj. A. P. Chattell and Mrs. Chattell, 10520 126th St. 

Maj. Chattell is managing director of the Northwest Brewing 

Company, Ltd. and also officer commanding the South Edmonton 

battalion, V.V.R., and as all sorrowing comrades will recall, was one 

of our esteemed senior officers in France. 

A former employee of the National Trust Co. Ltd., Sgt. Chattell 

joined the R.C.A.F. last year and went overseas in January 1941. He 

was well-known in Edmonton and was an outstanding cricketer and 

shooting enthusiast. 

He attended Westward Ho! private school for boys, for several 

years before entering Alberta college. 

Also surviving are two sisters, Mrs. James Weaver and Barbara, 

at home. 
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THOMAS BOOKER 

Funeral services for Thomas Booker, 81 of 9725 77 Ave., whose 

death occurred Tuesday, were held Friday afternoon, Aug. 1st at 

Hainstock’s funeral chapel. Mr. Booker was a veteran of the last war, 

and previously saw service with the Royal Marines in Egypt and 

Afghanistan. 

He is survived by his wife and two sons, L. E. Booker of 

Edmonton, and Sgt.-Maj. Thomas Edgar of Grande Prairie. The 

Canadian Legion graveside service was conducted by Paddy Griffin 

and the Fusiliers bugler sounded the last post. 

CORRECTION 

In our Last Post column of the last issue, W. K. McDonald was 

stated to have served in C coy. This should have read D coy. 

MRS. ELIZABETH HONEYMAN CARVER 

We regret to announce the death of Mrs. Elizabeth Honeyman 

Carver, mother of No. 811150, Sergeant Wm. L. D. Carver, 49th Bn. 

Killed in action, September 30th, 1918. Mrs. Carver passed away at 

Edmonton, May 5th, 1941. 

MRS. M. SANDILANDS 

Funeral services for Mrs. Mary Edith Sandilands, 70, of 9258 91st 

St., who died Saturday after a brief illness, were conducted Tuesday 

afternoon. August 19th, from Foster and McGarvey’s funeral chapel. 

The officiating minister, Rev. W. Hatfield, in a short sermon, paid 

tribute to the deceased as one of Edmonton’s old-timers. Interment 

was in the Edmonton cemetery. 

Prominent church worker, Mrs. Sandilands leaves her husband, 

Henry Sandilands an original 49th member, two daughters, Mrs. H. 

A. Carfe, Winnipeg and Mrs. D. B. Barr, Edmonton, three sons, 

James and Donald of Edmonton and Richard of Olds. 

FATHER OF B COY. MAN DIES, AGED 92 YRS. 

It is with regret we announce the death of John Cummings 

Skinner, 92, of 10341 - 95th St. who died Saturday, November 22nd, 

1941. Born in Denver, Scotland, Mr. Skinner came to Ottawa in 1873, 

later moved to Manitoba and then to Edmonton in 1895. Funeral was 

held on Wednesday, the burial taking place in Beechmount cemetery. 

He leaves his widow; two daughters; six sons, one of whom is W. C. 

Skinner, of B coy. now resident in Vancouver. 

GEORGE F. ADAMS 

George F. Adams, 76, former North West Mounted Police officer, 

whose body was found by three hunters in a ditch on Lulu Island, near 

Vancouver, B.C., in the early Fall, had lived in retirement in 

Edmonton for the past 30 years. 

Adams came here in 1884 from Ontario with his twin brother 

David. David was the Provost Sergeant at the barracks at Edmonton 

in 1915, also a member of the Mounted Police. The two lived together 

here until 10 years ago when David died. 

 

 

 

COLONEL W. F. PARKER 

Col. W. F. Parker, age 81 years, died at his home “Delamore”, 

Cornwood, South Devon, England October 17th, 1941. M15503, Cpl. 

Gordon Parker, D coy, 1st Bn., is a grandson, also Pte. Laurence 

Parker, D coy, Edmonton Fusiliers, (active). C. G. Parker, A coy. 

N.S.V.V.R. is a son. 

LT.-GEN. SIR ARCHIBALD CAMERON MACDONELL 

Commander of the 7th Can. Inf. Bde. and later of the 1st Can. 

Division of the last great war, Lt.- Gen. Sir Archibald Cameron 

Macdonell died at his home in Kingston, Ont., Tuesday, Dec. 23rd, 

aged 77. 

He was of U. E. Loyalist stock and had served his country in the 

South African and First Great Wars. He wore decorations received in 

both campaigns and had been honoured and promoted in both. His 

forbears were staunch defenders of their country, one being killed at 

the side of Sir Isaac Brock at Queenston Heights. 

Surviving is a daughter, Mrs. Walter Gillespie of Barrie, Ont. 

All who served under this fine soldier and gentleman will be sorry 

to hear of his passing. 

KILLED IN ACTION 

Major F. S. Winser of Idaho Springs, Colo., has received word 

from Bob Wyndham, London England, December, as follows: 

“We have just received the sad news that our only boy, who was 

in the R.A.F., as a Sergeant Gunner and Wireless Operator, reported 

killed in action over Germany.” 

Our deepest sympathy is extended to Bob in his sad loss. It 

appears those who suffered in the last war are again called upon for 

further sacrifices in this. 
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