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EDITORIAL - THE WAR 

WHEN this war broke out, we were woefully short of everything 

in the way of equipment, and as the war has progressed, we have used up 

much of what we had on hand. 

On the other hand, our German enemies have spent the last ten years 

accumulating all necessary material. Their earlier successes were due to 

a tremendous preponderance of equipment on land and in the air. The 

men who opposed them had no chance of success; no more, in fact, than 

men armed with bows and arrows had, or would have, against men with 

rifles. And here we ought not to shut our eyes to the fact that the Germans 

used science in all its branches to further their efforts. Their strategic and 

tactical conceptions were bold and unorthodox. They violated all, or 

nearly all, the accepted rules. They left their flanks open, cut themselves 

off from their bases and plunged at top speed into unknown terrain, 

spreading death, destruction and confusion deep into our rear organiza-

tions. In short, they achieved a tactical surprise of the first magnitude. 

Between their air and mechanized forces the closest liaison existed. 

Indeed “liaison” is scarcely the right word. In point of fact, the action of 

these elements was continuously controlled by higher authority through 

the medium of radio. Parachute troops and air-borne troops were dropped 

on vital points and in almost every case held out and did their job until 

relieved or reinforced by troops, carried in mechanized vehicles. Space 

does not permit of a description of the details which made all these things 

possible but certain points emerge. 

First, the German has a genius for war. He loves war and military 

glory. He believes in war as an instrument of national policy. He would 

sooner gain national objectives by war than by peaceful negotiation. 

Second, when a nation, any nation, resolves upon war as an 

instrument of policy and bends all its energies to the preparation for war, 

to the exclusion of all other objectives, it necessarily brings into its 

military service the best brains in the country. It conducts costly 

experiments in equipment and methods. It trains and tries every man in 

every rank and ultimately appears in the field fully trained and equipped 

to the minutest detail. Not only this, but the whole country is regimented. 

Industry, finance and labor are geared to mass production and the 

individual becomes a mere cog in the machine. Public opinion, as such, 

ceases to exist. A gigantic police force (the Gestapo) regulates the most 

intimate details of social life. The individual becomes an automaton, or 

robot. 

Such is the enemy we must overthrow if we are to survive. Nothing 

now can usefully be said about war aims, our democratic system or our 

way of life. We fight now to survive and when we have won that part of 

the war we will still be confronted with the German as an international 

problem. What shall we do with him and how shall we protect ourselves 

against him in the future? 

 

 

To win this war we need planes, tanks, mechanized vehicles of all 

kinds, rifles, machine guns, mortars, guns of all kinds — field, heavies, 

anti-tank and anti-aircraft and ammunition, therefore, in millions of 

rounds. We require boots and clothing of all kinds, hospital supplies and 

a thousand and one articles which the soldier, sailor and airman needs in 

his daily work. We require ships of all sizes for all sorts of purposes and 

oil and more oil. 

Meanwhile, how goes the war? Reasonably well, we think. We still 

control the seas. Daily our strength in the air grows. On land the necessary 

equipment comes to hand in increasing volume. When next we meet the 

Germans, it will be on terms of military equality. But back of this lies the 

determining factor. What Hitler has achieved by force, treachery and 

trickery with his own people and his dupes outside of Germany we have 

achieved by freely exercised intelligence, patriotism, loyalty, patience 

and courage. We match German mass production and soon we shall excel 

it. From the remotest parts of the British Commonwealth the manpower 

of free people is gathering to the fray. Back of all this is unanimity of 

thought and belief and resolute determination and this, in turn, takes in-

crease of devotion in the hopes and prayers of all decent people 

throughout the world. 

Of course we shall win this war for, in the words of the Right 

Honourable Winston Churchill . . . “we shall fight on the seas and oceans, 

we shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the landing grounds, in 

the fields, in the streets and in the hills. We shall never surrender.” 

 General W. A. Griesbach, President. 

YOUNG 49th OVERSEAS NOW FOR MORE THAN YEAR 

It was on December 15th, 1939 that 10,000 people gave the 

Edmonton Regiment (49th) a rousing sendoff for service overseas. Two 

special trains left the C.N.R. station for an eastern port to set sail for 

England a few days later. Major E. B. Wilson, who was then second-in-

command of the regiment, was in charge of the trains, Lieut-Col. W. G. 

Stillman, officer commanding, having gone ahead to make arrangements 

for embarking at the port. A few months ago, Major Wilson was pro-

moted to command of the regiment with the rank of lieutenant colonel 

and Lieut-Col. Stillman was transferred to Canadian military 

headquarters in England. 

MAGAZINES SENT TO NEW FORTY-NINERS 

It is gratifying to know that the eight hundred copies of the last issue 

of the Forty-niner arrived safely in England without any mishap. Senior 

officers of the Edmonton Regiment now in the land of “Gritains” have 

written back to say how welcome they, were in helping to preserve that 

strong connection with the old 49th A number of very favourable 

comments, were also made on the new cover design which signifies the 

association between the old and the new regiments.
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NEWS AND VIEWS OF NEW BATTALION’S DOINGS IN CANADA AND ENGLAND 
Items of Interest in Local Newspapers Rewritten for Our Magazine Readers, in Chronological Sequence 

 

August: Word was received here by Mrs. Harry Bannon, 

10152 94A Street, wife of Sgt. Harry Bannon with the Edmonton 

Regiment, of injuries sustained by her husband in an accident. Sgt. 

Bannon suffered a fractured leg and was at that time in hospital 

somewhere in England. Nature of the accident was not revealed. 

Sgt. Bannon left the city for active service with the battalion. 

  

Muriel Tunstead of 12710 123rd Street received a letter last 

week that she had mailed on May 25 for overseas delivery with 

the words “Salvaged from Sea” stamped on it. The letter with the 

address still readable, reached the addressee, Pte. Henry Righam, 

of the Edmonton Regiment, at Aldershot, Eng., who returned the 

letter to Miss Tunstead as a token of the war. The contents of the 

letter are obliterated. 

“The Huns are beaten now and know it. It is only a question of 

time,” is the general tone of a letter received by Charles Moffat of 

the Edmonton Regiment, from his parents in southwest London. 

Moffat went overseas with the battalion, and after a winter’s work 

at Aldershot was invalided home to Edmonton in mid-June. 

Harold McMasters Not a Casualty 

Setting at rest many rumors circulating here to the effect that 

Pte. Harold McMasters had met with a mishap overseas, a letter 

dated August 15th was received by Det. W. McDonald, of the city 

police department. Harold stated he was feeling as fit as the 

proverbial fiddle at the time of writing, having just concluded a 

six-day leave in London, where he had been an honored guest at 

the home of a Canadian Life Insurance company executive. He 

told his friend “Bill” he is mighty glad to have joined up but will 

be glad to see Edmonton when the war is over. 

Edmonton men in the 1st Canadian Division are in splendid 

heart and “eagerly awaiting a chance to get at the enemy should 

Hitler be foolish enough to try an invasion of England,” was the 

word received in a letter from Maj.-Gen. G. R. Pearkes, V.C., 

general officer commanding the division, by the Edmonton 

Chamber of Commerce. 

Send More Smokes and More Letters 

Chief complaint of Canadian soldiers in England is not enough 

Canadian cigarettes and not enough letters from home, according 

to members of the Edmonton Regiment, who returned to the city 

recently due to disabilities contracted while training, Suffering 

from various ailments the men were Corp. A. Brash, Corp. R. W. 

Butler, Ptes. C. Nelson, W. Lawton, Sergt. G. H. Jones. The 

courage of the people in the Old Country was praised by the men. 

They said, “The Edmonton Regiment is as good as any you will 

find over there.” If found fit enough after their board they were to 

be given jobs as instructors. 

Six From One Family Enlist 

When Duncan and Louis Craig walked 12 miles from their 

father’s farm into Gadsby to enlist in the non-permanent militia, 

they made it six straight for the Craig family. Ranging in age from 

18 to 32, the half dozen husky sons of Mr. and Mrs. John Craig 

are now all in the army. The four oldest boys have gone overseas: 

James, William and Thomas with the 49th Battalion and John 

junior with the Royal Canadian Engineers. 

Narrow Escape for Col. Stillman and Driver 

September: German raiders were droning overhead as Lieut-

Col. W. G. Stillman, of Edmonton, was driving here. Glancing up 

through the windshield at the menacing silhouettes, his driver, Pte. 

Alex Waugh, of Woodstock, Ont., said, “I think we should pull 

up for a minute, sir.” The colonel agreed and the driver sidled into 

the curb. The car had been standing only a few seconds when a 

bomb ripped up the roadway 100 yards ahead. There is no doubt 

the car would have been in the area of destruction, if, as Waugh 

put it, “my guardian angel hadn’t told me to whoa,” Col. Stillman 

said: “The lad’s right. He must be my guardian angel.” 

Raider Shot Down in Unit’s Area 

German pilot shot down in territory occupied by the regiment 

was recovering from wounds under treatment by a former 

Edmonton doctor. “Cool and confident, the young Nazi flier was 

not disturbed by the fact that he owed his recovery to a Jewish 

doctor.” 
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CAPT. REV. BALL, ORIGINAL PADRE, OFFICIATES AT CHURCH SERVICE IN ENGLAND 

 
This picture of officers of the Edmonton Regiment (49th), was taken in England early in August following church service at which Capt. Rev. Ball, 

chaplain of the 49th from 1914 to 1918, officiated. Standing, left to right, the officers are: Lieut. W. T. Cromb, Lieut. J. F. Blue, Lieut. A. E. Newton, 

Capt. E Partington (R.C.A.S.C.), Lieut. J. B. Shiles (R.C.A.S.C.), Capt. L. F. Dawes, Lieut A. F. MacDonald, Capt. A. A. Gilchrist, Lieut. A. C. Nicholls, Capt. 

E. W. Day. Sitting, left to right: Capt. D. A. Petrie, Major J. C. Jefferson, Major E. B. Wilson, Rev. Mr. Ball, Lieut.-Col. W. G. Stillman, officer 

commanding; Major W. G. Bury, Major A. S. Donald. 

 

“He tells us in all sincerity that Hitler did not want to start a war 

but was forced into it by Britain. The treatment he has received as a 

prisoner of war has been a pleasant surprise for him,” writes an officer 

to his family here. 

Identification plate, bearing all serial numbers, from a German 

bomber shot down in England, is a souvenir in possession of J. R. N. 

Cooke, 12729 Stony Plain Road. The plate was taken from a Dornier-

Werke bomber by Mr. Cooke’s son-in-law, Capt. John Proctor, of the 

Edmonton Regiment, who has charge of a company of men 

dismantling enemy planes downed in England. 

Aluminum alloy ring, made from a nut from a vanquished 

German bomber plane, has been received by Mrs. R. E. Brown, 10848 

102nd Avenue, from her husband, in England with the regiment. Pte. 

Brown wrote that the Nazi plane was shot down only a mile from 

where he was stationed. 

Third son in one family to join Canada’s armed forces, Gordon C. 

Bell, 21, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bell, 11231 St. Albert Road, left 

Edmonton for Toronto where he will start training as a pilot in the 

R.C.A.F. Benjamin Bell, a brother, is serving in England with the 

Edmonton Regiment. Robert Bell, another brother, is a member of 

the R.C.A.F. at St. Thomas, Ont. 

“With the troops in England.” A radio programme concert was 

heard here given by the battalion. Greetings were sent to the 49th 

Association in Edmonton and to General Griesbach. Songs were 

heard rendered by Rocke, Lieut. Cromb and Col. Stillman. 

Billy Johnston, former Edmonton boxer, whose machine gun 

ability brought down a German bomber near his unit’s camp in 

England, was shown in a photo using a machine gun on an antiaircraft 

mounting, presumably the same gun with which he brought down the 

bomber. 

Edmonton Soldiers Shoot Down Bombers 

Two enemy airplanes, strafing and bombing camps of two of the 

city’s units serving with the C.A.S.F. have been shot down by 

Edmonton ground crews. Two men from different units, one of them 

an infantry regiment, and one an artillery battery, in letters home, told 

of the dogged persistence and courage of the men manning gun posts 

on the ground within the Edmonton lines. Pte. George E. Dunkley, in 

a letter to his wife, 10125 107th Street, told of an enemy airplane 

attack on the camp of his regiment. He told how he and another man 

of his unit got one of the planes. In a letter to his mother, Mrs. W. G. 

Hay, 21 Tipton Block, Whyte Avenue, Frank Hull, city recruited man 

of the R.C.A., tells how Johnston, mentioned in paragraph above, 

brought another one down. “The boys say Billy just about riddled the 

plane, while bullets whistled all around him. The rear gun nearly got 

some of our boys before Billy got him,” he wrote. 

Duke of Gloucester Visits Casualties 

While visiting the 1st Canadian Division, the Duke of Gloucester 

stopped at a casualty clearing station, where his party was conducted 

by Senior Nursing Sister Agnes McLeod, of Edmonton. He was 

escorted through the sick ward and into the operating theatre, where 

L/Cpl. A. Lynas, of Edmonton, was having a cast placed on his right 

foot, fractured in a motorcycle accident. The cast was put on by Major 

Morris Weinlos, of Edmonton. 

October: “Here is my contribution to the Edmonton Spitfire Fund 

sent with a thankful heart that I have it to send. Thank God that I have 

my little grand-daughter here at my side.” This was a letter received 

by Mayor John W. Fry from an Edmonton woman, who signed 

herself “A Mother with two boys serving with the Edmonton 

Regiment in France.” 
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A memento of a Nazi plane shot down in England has been 

received by Mrs. J. Childs, 14 Argyll House, wife of Pte. Jack Childs, 

a bandsman with the First Battalion. Pte. Childs cleverly fashioned a 

ring from a bit of the wreckage of the marauding plane and sent it to 

his wife. He stated the Canadians are treated well overseas. 

49th Rated As A Crack Regiment 

Canada’s 1st Division is considered one of the finest in the 

Empire’s army, and the 49th Battalion Edmonton Regiment, is rated 

as a crack regiment in that division, Sergt.-Major J. Ferguson told 

members of the Lions club at a luncheon meeting Thursday in the 

Macdonald soon after his return from overseas. The speaker was one 

of seven soldiers sent back to Canada as special instructors for the 

3rd Division, stationed in the dominion. Sgt. Major Ferguson 

described life in England during the battle of Britain. He told of being 

in London on leave just before sailing when the worst raids on the 

capital were being made. He described the men in his own regiment, 

the 49th, as being “highly trained and in perfect physical condition, 

with few cases of illness.” 

Sky Described as Full of Planes 

L./Cpl. H. H. Ragan, in a letter to his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Paul 

Ragan, 10043 91st Avenue (who served in “A” coy. of the old 

battalion), declared he has seen German bombers “come over at about 

100 at a time, accompanied by fighters, and we have seen several 

good air battles. Sometimes it seems impossible to tell who is who as 

the sky is full of planes flying in different formations and all going in 

different directions. He says they are in billets for the winter. Finds it 

nice having hot and cold water after gypsying it for the summer. 

Isabel Smith, 12157 91st Street, received from her brother, Corp. 

John Smith, a piece of fabric from a German airplane shot down by 

members of the unit “somewhere in England,” as well as a metal plate 

bearing the number and make of the craft. He is now with 2nd 

Canadian Reconnaissance Squad. 

Describing an air battle between a German raider and a Spitfire 

over their camp, a brief but exciting engagement which ended when 

the Nazi bomber crashed nearby. Lieut. Cromb wrote to his father at 

Minburn, “these scenes are becoming fairly common as we are on 

one of the favourite German air routes to London. “If Hitler decides 

to attempt an invasion, members of the regiment will be active in 

beating it off, he wrote. “We’re all kept pretty busy these days in 

preparedness for the invasion, which may or may not come. If it does 

come, Hitler is in for an awful jolt, and I don’t mean maybe.” 

November: Corporal Don Gower in a letter to his parents of 

Connaught Apartments writes . . . Last night there was a big air battle 

over our camp. Everyone turned out to watch it. If the way the women 

shouted shows anything of the morale of the people in this country, 

then Hitler will never break it. They were out there yelling and 

jumping like hyenas. The difference in the games over there evidently 

got Don down. He couldn’t follow the rugby game as it was so 

different to the Canadian game. The dances also got his goat, such as 

the “Boomps-a-Daisy”, “Pally Glide, “etc.’ “You have to be half lit 

to do them properly.” 
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READY FOR ACTION, MEN OF EDMONTON REGIMENT STAND BY 

 

 

 

Bren Machine Gun, tommy gun, trench mortar and anti-tank 

rifle are shown in the above picture, taken “somewhere in 

England. The men shown are members of 11 platoon, B coy., 

Edmonton Regiment. They are from left to right: Pte. H. 

McCulloch, formerly of Delburne, placing a bomb in a trench 

mortar; Pte. A. W. Hanson, operating the mortar; standing is Pte. 

E. Harris; Pte. C. D. C. Jones, No. two Bren gunner; Pte. Barnes 

gunner; Pte. James Aitkins, formerly of Rochford Bridge, with a 

tommy gun; Pte. Wm. Marshall on extreme right with an anti-

tank rifle. These weapons are part of the equipment of the 

modern infantry regiment. 

 

 

 

 

 

The heating system he feels, would be entirely inadequate for our 

winter. And as for the cooking, why? he said in disgust, “They don’t 

even know how to cook Hamburgers”. 

December: Mrs. A. J. Hidson, 11218-94th St. has received from 

her husband a letter describing the situation in London, as follows . . 

. “You wake up in the morning and have to shake yourself to be 

convinced you are alive in the inferno of bombs and bursting steel. 

The people behave magnificiently — you wonder how they do it. 

Sometimes, when I listen to their jokes, with death facing them only 

a few yards away, I ask myself what strange thing has taken 

possession of what were timid souls not long ago.” “This is a people’s 

war, and the men of the armed forces respect the civilians as much as 

they do their comrades in arms.  

 

 

People have got used to judging the bombs’ fall and effect now, 

and so can better control their reactions. Lord Haw- Haw is a great 

joke to all over here. Hitler is also a joke to them. In a word, Hitler 

has created by his ruthlessness the very weapon he hoped to destroy 

— a weapon that ultimately will kill him.” 

Edmonton soldiers in England are happy and well but, more than 

anything, want Canadian made cigarettes, it was declared by two 

members of the battalion, invalided home from their unit. They are 

Ptes. M. Sullivan, formerly of Entwistle, and Fred Toes of Edmonton. 

They were mighty glad to be home again and full of stories about 

their fellow members of the unit. They returned to Canada on a 

convoyed ship and failed to sight a single enemy submarine or 

warship. Both were struck about the head by German bomb fragments 

during an air raid on Croydon airdrome, on the outskirts of London. 

They are the first minor casualties in the city unit in the war. Their 

stories of the courage of the R.A.F. and civilians in the raids, bear out 

the reports of all those who have witnessed the fighting over there. 

The boys of their unit are itching for a crack at Hitler and in fine fettle 

and drill perfect. Toes was a cook before he enlisted in the army, and 

Sullivan was a barber. 

Cpl. Dan Radford of this city, who left Edmonton after the 

Regiment and who has been acting as a dispatch rider somewhere in 

England was riding a motorcycle during both a black-out and an air-

raid when he came to grief, and collided with a truck. 

Suffering concussion, from which he has recovered, five broken 

ribs and a shattered ankle. Cpl. Radford is at present in a military 

hospital and expects to be back on the job in the near future. 

—By Norman Arnold. 
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TROOPS MARCHED IN DRENCHING RAIN TO ANNUAL CHURCH PARADE 
Soaked through and through, the Sprightly Veterans Finish Strong—Old and New Soldiers Keep up Time Honoured Custom. 

 

To conform with the usual custom of holding the annual church 

parade on the Sunday morning following the last day of the exhibition 

in Edmonton, some two hundred odd Forty-Niners marched from the 

Market Square on Sunday, July 23rd in a procession which had to be 

called off on account of drenching rain. But the downpour did not 

dampen the enthusiasm or hamper in any way the soldierly bearing 

of the thousand or more who took part. In addition to 49ers others 

who walked in the parade were, “Nursing Sisters” members of the 

Canadian Corps, Legion, Imperial Veterans, Army and Navy 

Association, and men in uniform belonging to The Edmonton 

Fusiliers under Lieut.-Col. H. R. Jamieson. The parade was joined at 

the corner of 101st St. and Jasper by a large representation from the 

South Alberta Regiment under command of Lieut-Col. J. H. 

Carvosso, who served with the Princess Pats during the World War. 

A number of Amps rode in cars behind the long column. 

No Church Service Held 

The pelting rain was responsible for the procession not halting at 

the grounds of the legislative buildings, so the church service was 

dispensed with and the association’s padre, Captain Reynolds, did not 

address the troops as had been arranged. The march continued up 

109th St. to Jasper Ave. and thence to the market square where the 

men broke off. Here copies of the Forty-Niner magazine were passed 

out, after which a great many made their way to the Memorial Hall, 

where the luncheon for the members, their wives and children was 

held. 

49th Association Lead Off 

General Griesbach, newly appointed to the important post of 

Inspector-General for Western Canada of Canadian Active Service 

Force units, led members of the association who were in the vanguard 

of those of other units who followed. A coy, under Major Dick 

Merrett had first place, followed by B coy. with Lieut. Col. A. H. 

Elliott in command, followed by C and D Coy’s, with Lieut. R. V. 

Patterson and Lieut. J. L. Irwin at their heads. In all about 200 old 

members were mustered. 

At the Memorial Hall Luncheon 

Even though many of the boys were drenched to the skin 

(anything else though but “all wet”, 49ers for venturing out) there 

were more than a hundred who attended the luncheon in the main 

lounge room of the Memorial Hall. Wives and children also sat down 

to the table. A number of specially invited guests joined in the spirit 

of the gathering and all enjoyed a very pleasant and happy two hours 

of companionship. The General, in jocular vein, was in the chair and 

made reference to activities and incidents of interest to all. He first 

called on Major R. C. Arthurs, who dealt with the formation of the 

Veterans’ Volunteer Reserve, represented in no less than 170 

different points in Alberta. The object and purpose was to watch and 

report fifth column or any traitorous activities. He did not think the 

cities had responded to the call for volunteers in anything like the 

numbers they should. He did not think it either loyal or fair. 

A 49er Can Always Be Detected 

Major Kenney Kinnaird, second in command of the 2nd 

Edmonton Regiment remarked that sons of 49ers were wanted as 

recruits for the new unit and the 49ers themselves were needed for 

the Veterans’ Volunteer Reserve. The Garrison Commandant, Lieut. 

Col. Brown said he could always tell a 49er but they could not be told 

very much. He said that Lieut. Col. A. H. Elliott had been responsible 

for recruiting and sending off more men from Edmonton than had left 

with the 1st Edmonton Regiment. 

The General was in great form. He spoke of generals in uniforms 

that resembled overalls, garage mechanics and what not. When he 

called on Lieut. Col. Louis Scott, the latter said that he thought of his 

uniform as rompers. He referred to General Griesbach as one of 

Canada’s unknown soldiers until recently when he was finally given 

his high appointment. The Regimental Depot was jokingly described 

as a receptacle for various nondescripts and others who hadn’t 

anything else to do. This raised a laugh among those present who 

realized that this popular Princess Pat veteran was ribbing himself. 

New Drill Takes Out the Kinks 

Lieut. R. V. Patterson, M.M., stationed at Currie Barracks in 

Calgary, was asked to say a few words for the new battalion recruits. 

He said that the results were outstanding in training and the kinks 

were being taken out of those who had not drilled before. The General 

remarked how proud and pleased he was to see that the work done in 

the old days by the 49th was bearing fruit today in the new battalion. 

The luncheon was brought to a close by singing the National Anthem. 

Some of Those Present 

H.Q. 

Gen. W. A. Griesbach, Bill Belcher, J. C. McQuarrie. 

“A” Company 

R. C. Arthurs, W. Mair, D. Collins, H. Clift, F. Green, Geo. 

Gleave, Geo. Crabb, Ray Dorey, J. W. H. Williams, C. S. Merrett, O. 

Muckleston, C. Curtis, A. E. Potter. A. E. Miller, M. M. O’Brien, J. 

C. Thompson, W. P. Dunn, Scotty Hind, Ray Dean, “Husky” 

Leddingham, L. Stone, D. Barcroft. 

“B” Company 

T. Robb, F. Steele, A. D. Stewart, G. Hollands, H. J. MacDonald, 

O. Palmer, R. R. McPherson, O. R. King, G. Pendleton, J. R. Martin, 

F. W. Nelson, J. A, Edwards, G. Brown, W. M. Parker, W. H. Jack 

(Clyde), S. E. Southorn, W. Hunter, R. Law, J. W. Tipton 

(Vancouver), H. T. Alexander, W. G. Mair, L. S. Hitchcock, A E. 

Elliott, W. R. Brownlee, C. Dawson. 
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“C” Company 

A. Black, Sid. Parsons, A. E. Figg, J. A. Waithe, N. H. Jones, Geo. 

Killips, A. E. Hall, A. E. Duke, Q. McGarvie, A. H. Patrick, T. 

Galliver, L. McPhail, H. Knowles, C. F. Yeomans, D. Gilchrist, L. H. 

Foster, J. F. McLeod, W. Wigham, R. B. Stevenson, Doc. Purvis, P. 

P. Muirhead, S. J. Millar, P. M. Oldroyd, L. Salvino, C. Hill, J. B. 

Main, W. Worton, W. H. Duplessis, R V. Patterson (Calgary), G. D. 

Kinnaird. 

“D” Company 

A. G. Rowland, L. G. Brown, C. Vaughn, W. Revill (Kinsella), 

A. Ansell, C. Wampler, G. Crockett, W. K. MacDonald, E. P. Moran, 

N. Hebert (Seattle), C. Hall, F. T. Pinnell, B. Morrison, J. Sandilands, 

G. Low, Bob Callander, J. Dewar, C. Mathison, G. Garden, W. 

Kleinschroth, N. E. Cook, Geo. Blower, A. McCormack, J. L. Irwin, 

H. E. Balfour, R. G. Simpson, Geo. Blower, C. Daws, H. Jolleff 

(Calmar), H. L. Whiteside (Oliver), P. Lawrence, W. Wingfield, W. 

Thirlwell, J. James, E. W. Newland, J. Henderson, M. Hornigold 

(Opal), Mose Williams, H. Clow (Calgary). P. E. Riley, A. B. 

Clutterham (Tofield), N. Arnold. 

 

 

 

 

 

Things We Would Like to Know 

If the Annual Church Parade last July didn’t prove the boys could 

take it? 

Whether the whole parade didn’t step it with a smile? 

If the South Alberta Regiment didn’t receive some well-earned 

tributes on their general smartness and soldierly bearing? 

If the way the boys said “Good Old Band” didn’t have a more 

genuine sound to it that Sunday? 

How the treasurer will be able to make up the loss of the 

collection? Which is the mainstay of our Memorial fund enabling us 

to publish the memorial notices on battle anniversaries. 

If the suggestion of some members wasn’t a good one? That the 

members might like to chip in and make good the deficit. 

Why the boys gave the corresponding secretary the razzberry 

because he was outwardly dry? And why one of the battalion wits had 

to remark, “He’s all wet, anyway?” 

If we haven’t been lucky since the first parade in July 1929? This 

being the only wet day we have had. 

If the troops didn’t think it too bad it rained, not merely because 

of the moisture, but for the stopping of the parade owing to the good 

moral effect a showing of solidarity has in these times of crisis. If the 

change of cover on the magazine hasn’t greatly pleased the troops? 

Words of praise on the setup and the addition of the young boys being 

many. 

Good Marching 

Sir — We, in Edmonton, were treated to a superb exhibition of 

marching on Sunday by the South Alberta Regiment. 

I stood with other veterans and watched the regiment march down 

the 107th street hill to the parliament grounds; then again with two 

other veterans I saw the S.A.R. march down 109th street and wheel 

into Jasper avenue. 

Sized, and in column of threes, heads up and arms swinging from 

the shoulder, they marched in perfect time and rhythm. Though wet 

through, the regiment kept perfect lines and files. 

Much credit is due to Lieut.-Col. J. Carvosso, M.C. and bar, his 

officers, noncommissioned officers and men. They looked a regiment 

proud of themselves, fit for war. —Rev. G. G. Reynolds. 

NEW YORK LIBRARY REQUESTS MAGAZINES 

In recent issues of the Edmonton dailies a story was told about the 

public library receiving a request from the public library at New York 

for two copies of the “Forty-Niner.” They were sent on by Earle Hay 

to whom the request was handed. Forsooth the fame of our unit and 

our magazine has travelled far and into important places. 

202nd BATT. HOLDS REUNION 

Annual re-union of the 202nd Battalion Association was held 

Saturday, November 9th, about 100 being present. The “Sportsman’s 

Battalion,” as the 202nd was known, sent many men to the 49th in 

France. Out of 779 men recruited in Edmonton for this unit 151 were 

killed in action. Lt.-Col. P. E. Bowen was the original commanding 

officer. 
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A TOUCHED-UP WAR DIARY—F. R. Hasse, Reg. No. 432944 
The author of this War Diary is F. R. Hasse, a member of “A” coy. and later “The Signals” and “Transport. He is now a resident of Victoria, B.C., having taken a twenty-year pension from the 

R.C.M. Police. This Diary is of absorbing interest to the men who were with the battalion in the earlier days in France, just as Mounsey’s War Diary was of particular interest to the men who 

were in France in the later stages. This is the twelfth instalment. 
 

CHAPTER 12 

May 6th — Get orders that we move tomorrow. We are to be 

on the move at 6:00 a.m. and all estaminets are put out of bounds 

to-night to eliminate any hangovers tomorrow. Our destination is 

Faucquenham — a name which the ribald troops at once pounce 

on. 

May 7th — Reveille at 3:30 a.m. Raining hard as we load up 

the limbers in the pitch dark. On the road at 6:00 a.m. Travel by 

way of Houdain and Ferfay. Rain continues to pour down heavily 

— seems the luck of the 49th to move on a wet day. The sky clears 

however about 10:00 a.m. Get to Faucquenham at noon. Poor 

lines await us there, the only horses under cover being the 

saddlehorses. 

May 9th — Our O.C., Lt. Ottewell 

says the Transport is in need of a little 

discipline. Gets us up at 5:45 a. m. and 

gives us half an hour’s cavalry drill. 

Battalion gets a stand-to about noon — 

Fritz is evidently expected to start up 

something. The weather is fine and 

warm — more like summer than spring. 

In evening Pete Livingstone and I take 

a walk over to St. Hilaire and visit our 

former billets in the village. We get a 

great welcome from the good people of 

the house. 

May 10th — Members of the 

Battalion not inoculated since April 1917 are for it today. General 

Maurice’s letter to the press arouses a lot of discussion amongst 

the troops. McKenzie and I take in the Princess Pats’ concert in 

evening. An entirely new show, and a good one. 

May 11th — Fine weather continues. Battalion running heavy 

to sport. Baseball match in afternoon between officers and 

N.C.O.’s The spectators, as is customary on these occasions, seize 

the opportunity of getting a little of their own back, and it is 

obvious they have little love for one or two players on either side. 

The razzing however is thoroughly good-humored. 

May 14th — Manoeuvers held on big scale. Artillery, trench 

mortars, etc., are all in action. Standing crops are ignored, but the 

owners are naturally compensated for damage done on these 

manoeuvers. McKenzie leaves for Blighty to take a course of 

instruction at the Flying School. German bombers over at night 

but nothing is dropped in our immediate vicinity. Sounds as 

though St. Hilaire is getting it. 

May 17th — Life is good all right in this French village in the 

spring of the year. No word of a move yet. Baseball game between 

Battalion and Brigade. Frank Pilkie pitches a good game and 

Battalion wins, 8-7. 

May 18th — Pasture is plentiful on the roadside and fellows 

take their horses out in the afternoon and give them a good feed. 

Maclean discovers a small hay meadow, and he opens the gate 

and turns his horses loose in the tall luscious grass. Mac does not 

return to the lines until about half an hour after all the rest and 

there is a big bruise on his forehead and blood is trickling down 

his face. It seems that as he was taking his horses out of the 

meadow an old farmer, owner of the land, turned up with a club 

and smote Mac over the bean. Small wonder the old fellow was 

exasperated at seeing his hay meadow wantonly trampled down. 

Mac wants someone to go back with him to beat up on the old 

farmer, but he is told that he only got what was coming to him and 

it is up to him to take his medicine. Mac’s nature is not a resentful 

one and he eventually admits, albeit somewhat ruefully, that 

perhaps after all he was in the wrong. 

May 19th — Battalion is having more “spit and polish” than is 

customary while out at rest. There is a good deal of grousing about 

having to wash and scrub all equipment. Capt. McQueen, O.C. 

“D” coy. is reported to have made a protest against the equipment 

washing but he apparently got no support from the other company 

O.C.’s. 

May 20th — Weather has been perfect for the past week. 

More manoeuvres are held. Two casualties caused by live rounds 

getting in amongst the blanks. Go to concert at night by “The 

Archies,” an Imperial troupe. The funny man of the party, with his 

red nose and mother-in-law jokes, would likely make a hit with 

British Tommies but he finds it rather hard going with tonight’s 

Canadian audience. 

May 21st — Must be eighty or more in the shade today and 

orders are issued that tunics are not to be worn. Pay day and a 

poker game at night which lasts into the small hours. It is played 

under difficulties for the light has to be doused repeatedly as 

enemy bombing planes zoom overhead. Everyone knows the 

difference in the sound of the British and German engines. 

May 22nd — Read in to-day’s paper of the big air raid on 

London yesterday resulting in over two hundred casualties. But as 

seven Gothas were downed the enemy had little to rejoice over. 

Major Bishop’s articles, appearing in the “Saturday Evening 

Post,” make most interesting reading. They deal with his 

adventures in the R.F.C. and show him up for the modest hero that 

he is. Am on picket at night with Maffret. 
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May 23rd — Yesterday we heard there had been a row 

between the Princess Pats and a Chink Labour outfit. Some 

particulars come to hand today. It seems that a mob of Chinks 

invaded the Pats’ camp, intent on rescuing one of their number 

who was locked up in the guardroom. Every effort was made to 

placate the Chinese labourers but they become more and more 

excited and at last got out of hand. Order was only restored after 

they had been fired into, two being killed and a number wounded. 

The whole business most regrettable but the Pat sentries 

apparently only used their rifles as a last resort. Len and I take in 

a picture show at night. ‘‘Under Two Flags” is the film, and a first 

rate. film it is. Place is crowded. Many a rough soldier, in his 

virtuous bunk tonight, will likely be dreaming of Cigarette, the 

gallant little wench of the Legion. 

 

 

 

May 24th — Manoeuvres, centered around St. Pol, were to be 

held today, but they are cancelled owing to heavy rain. They were 

to take place under the assumption that Fritz had broken through 

and were to involve the entire Canadian Corps. Farmers will 

welcome the rain. 

May 25th — Baseball game in afternoon with the Trench 

Mortar Battery (the fire’em and beat it guys.) A close game. The 

T.M.’s are in the lead at one stage of the play but manager Deacon 

White and Lt. Jarvis’s gang of rooters, pull the game out of the 

fire. Final score 8-7. Speaking of the T.M.’s brings to mind a little 

scene in the trenches in front of Neuville St. Vaast over a year 

ago. Before sending over a “flying pig” a trench mortar man was 

observed to bow his head in mock reverence and mutter, “For 

what Fritz is about to receive may the Lord make him truly 

thankful.” 

May 26th — The Brigade put on a treat at St. Hilaire for the 

French kiddies of the district. Each of the four battalions has a 

gang of kids to represent it in the various sports and races. 

Princess Pat youngsters carry off the honours. Boxing bout is won 

by a Forty-Niner lad. For some time, past he had been assiduously 

trained in the noble art by our worthy Provost Sergeant. All four 

regimental bands are on the grounds and it is a gala day for the 

civilian population. At night Aire and Lillers get shelled by long 

range guns. 

May 29th — The Brigadier, “Daddy” Dyer, inspects our lines. 

A good old stick. Any comment he makes is worthwhile, and if 

he has any fault to find you can be certain the fault is there. May 

he long remain with the Brigade. Mail brings a big parcel of good 

things from home — a welcome change to army rations. Bombing 

in the vicinity at night. 

May 30th —The Battalion is evidently being made as mobile 

as possible, for today we get an order to turn all blankets in. Our 

only covering at night now is an overcoat. On retiring for the 

night, we tie the ends of the sleeves up, then stick our feet into 

them and use the rest of the overcoat for a covering. The man who 

first thought of that deserves a decoration. Heavy fighting 

reported down south, with the enemy claiming fifteen thousand 

prisoners. Tony Peterson goes away to Abbeville on a two 

month’s shoeing course, and everyone envies the lucky beggar. 

May 31st — Am offered job as observer on Brigade O.P. but 

decline, preferring to remain with the Transport. We have been 

here at Faucquenham for over three weeks now and still no sign 

of a move, not even a latrine rumour. Long letter from home. 

Good to know that rations in England are improving. Baseball 

game in evening between Battalion and Division Sigs. Latter win 

3-1, after an exciting game. Pilkie pitches in great style. 

June 1st — Enemy offensive in the south apparently not yet 

held. In latest reports of fighting Fritz claims thirty-five thousand 

prisoners. Numerous civilian refugees pass through 

Faucquenham, carrying personal belongings in bundles. Many are 

in pitiful plight, but there is little sign of them being broken in 

spirit. They seem resigned to their fate — “C’est la guerre.” 

English papers to-day are full of the unsavory Billing and Maud 

Allen court case. 
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June 2nd — German advance down south continues. 

Enemy reported to be only forty miles from Paris. Situation 

evidently critical. Canadians, in the British manner, like to tell 

a tale against themselves and the following is going the rounds. 

Currie is reported to have approached Foch and offered to take 

the Canadian Corps down south to stem the tide of the German 

invasion. To which Foch replied, ‘‘Take that platoon of yours 

into the woods and amuse yourself as best you can for a while.” 

Needless to remark there is probably not the least foundation 

for the yarn. 

June 3rd — A date no Forty-Niner is ever likely to forget, 

for it was on this date two years ago that the heart and nerve 

and sinew of the Battalion served their turn long after they 

were gone, to quote from Kipling, in that bloody battle in the 

Ypres Salient. Take a stroll in evening with Pete Livingstone. 

We climb up the hill behind the village. It is a grand evening, 

and so clear. Mont des Cats and Cassel can be seen plainly. 

June 4th — Brigade sports held at Ferfay. Earle Hay wins 

both the 100 yards and the 220. 

June 5th — Ecquedeques, a nearby village where 

Portuguese troops are billeted, is placed out of bounds to the 

7th Brigade. It appears that there was a row the other night 

between some of the 42nd and a bunch of Portuguese and this 

eventually developed into a miniature riot. The Forty-Twas, it 

goes without saying, gave a good deal more than they got. The 

trouble apparently started when one of the Jocks knocked a 

Portuguese down for cruelly abusing a horse. 

June 7th — Baseball game in afternoon between the 49th 

and the 42nd. Jordon, of our section, in the team for the first 

time. A good game, the Jocks winning 2-0. Spend evening in 

the grounds of the Y.M.C.A. A dozen or more fellows, 

including a Portuguese soldier and a Chinese labourer, are 

throwing a medicine ball around. The Portuguese knocks the 

Chink over with the ball when the latter has his back turned to 

him. After picking himself up the Chink, feeling highly 

insulted, is out for blood and, grabbing a rifle and bayonet from 

an unsuspecting sentry at the gate a few yards away, he makes 

for the Portuguese, who shows him a clean pair of heels. The 

sentry, a Canadian soldier, takes after the two of them. He 

regains his rifle, gives the Chink a good kick in his rear and 

sends him back to his camp. And the comedy is over. These 

Chinese labourers are always getting into trouble and it seems 

a mistake to let them have the run of the country. 

June 8th — A new moon and needless to say it is not 

welcome, for it means more night bombing. Am reminded of 

the Bairns father sketch which shows a maiden at her bedroom 

window gazing at the “same dear moon that shines tonight on 

Charlie.” Charlie meanwhile is stringing wire in No Man’s 

Land and the language he is using, as he looks up at the moon, 

is neither romantic nor printable. Today’s papers indicate that 

the Americans are now in the thick of the fighting down south. 

June 10th — Division manoeuvres are held. The 49th, 

while proceeding in buses to the battle, take the wrong route 

and two-thirds of the Battalion are ignominiously taken 

prisoners, their captors being the 116th Battalion. It will be 

some time before we hear the last of this. Manoeuvres held to-

day are on a big scale, tanks operating with the troops. 

June 14th — Brigade wrestling and boxing bouts are held 

in evening. Sammy Glew wins a good bout over an R.C.R. 

man. Huie wins his bout with one of the 42nd. There are a 

number of French youngsters in the crowd and, when the 

events are over, the fellow’s pair them off and put the gloves 

on them. They know nothing about boxing but they make up 

for it in pugnacity and give the troops a good deal of 

entertainment. 
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June 17th—The enemy apparently is now held down, south 

and today’s papers are optimistic over the. situation. But the 

Austrian victories over the Italians make bad reading. Division 

sports held at St. Hilaire. Forty-Ninth tug-of-war team beats the 

Forty-Third after an Herculean final pull, which lasts seven 

minutes and leaves both teams utterly exhausted. Our good friends 

the Forty-Twas go plumb crazy at our victory. When the 49th 

prepared the camp for the arrival of the 42nd at Shorncliffe three 

years ago we little realized that the friendly gesture would 

promote a comradeship between the two battalions rivalling the 

friendship of David and Jonathan. A week or two after the 42nd 

had arrived at Shorncliffe I was writing a letter in their well-

equipped recreation hut when one of their sergeants came along 

and told me I would have to leave, — the hut was only for the use 

of the 42nd. I got up to go but I was pulled back into my seat by 

the Forty-Twas present. They then turned on the sergeant and 

voiced their indignation so strongly that he faded from the scene. 

June 19th — Lacrosse game in afternoon between the 49th and 

the Engineers. Battalion loses after a rough game, this score being 

2-1. Lt. Walters, an Olympic Games athlete, is put in charge of all 

Brigade athletes, fifty-seven in number, who have qualified for 

the Division sports which are soon to be held. 

June 20th — Italians seem to be holding their ground at last 

against the Austrian onslaught. 

June 21st — Feed is plentiful these days and the Transport 

horses are in good shape. Every day a team and limber get a load 

of green feed from the other side of Lillers. The civilian 

population has been cleared from the area and the crops have been 

deserted and are rotting in the fields. 

June 23rd — Maclean dropped off to sleep in his bunk last 

night and left the candle burning. It burnt down to the woodwork, 

which caught fire, and the flames then exploded a clip of 

cartridges, which had been left near the candle. We awaken at the 

sound of the explosion and are able to beat out the fire before it 

really gets going. Mac, being the cause of the rude awakening, 

comes in for some abuse, but he is unconcerned, except for the 

fact that someone used his new tunic to beat out the flames. 

Divisional sports are held at Lingham. 49th does well, leading all 

other battalions in the Division. 

June 24th — We are warned to prepare for move tomorrow. 

Seems that the 3rd Division is to relieve the 2nd who are holding 

the line south of Arras. Will be sorry to leave this pleasant little 

village. We have had no better or longer rest since landing in 

France. 

June 25th — Battalion entrains from Aire, but we of the 

Transport take the road. Travel west until about four kilometres 

from St. Pol and then swing south to St. Michael, which is our 

destination. Must have travelled well over thirty kilometers today. 
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June 26th — On the road again at 8:00 a.m. Pass many 

battalions on the move. This countryside is well entrenched and 

wired so it would seem that a further push from Fritz is expected. 

Pass several aerodromes and one tank drome. Beach Halbarcq 

about 3:00 p.m. and find Battalion awaiting us there. 

June 27th — Up early and we are on the road once more by 

8:00 a.m. Travel by way of Wanquetin. Transport then leaves the 

Battalion. In late afternoon we camp about a kilometre from 

Monchiet. Take over lines from the 21st Battalion — and poor 

lines they are. In addition, we are at an inconvenient distance from 

both the Battalion and the trenches, the latter being fourteen 

kilometers distant. It is stated that a trip up the line from here with 

rations takes the entire night. A welcome mail, and a big one, 

awaits us on arrival at the camp. The most confirmed army 

grouser can hardly have any kick at the way army mail is handled. 

If the entire army is on the march, with battalions moving in all 

directions, every man’s mail will be waiting for him at the close 

of the day. Truly a triumph of organization. 

June 28th — Bustle canvas cover and some old lumber from a 

nearby deserted artillery camp and spend morning with Killips 

fixing up a shack, also shelter for hay and oats. Battalion moves 

up the line and takes over from the 31st. A number of officers and 

men, suffering from flu, remain behind. 

July 1st — Flu epidemic continues. Limbers going up the line 

at night are loading with sick men on their return. There has been 

no rain for weeks and the dust and parched condition of the 

countryside may have something to do with the sickness. Corps 

sports are held today and we hear that the 49th does not show up 

particularly well. 49th tug-of-war team gets beaten by the 29th 

Battalion. 

July 4th — Fritzie planes are over in the early hours of the 

morning. Some bombs are dropped in our vicinity, but no damage 

is done. Spend evening with Frank Pilkie, one of the flu victims, 

helping him learn the Morse code on the buzzer. 

July 6th — The “Daily Mail” this morning says that American 

soldiers in Europe now number over a million, and that they are 

crossing the Atlantic at the rate of over a quarter of a million a 

month. So, Canadians are hardly justified now in singing “They 

won’t be over till it’s over, over here.” Battalion comes out of the 

line and goes into billets at Bretencourt. Not a single casualty 

during the trip. 

July 7th — A bunch of us spend the afternoon taking in the 

sports at the nearby camp of an Imperial Labour battalion. Two 

clowns, one dressed as a woman, prove so entertaining that one 

guesses them to be ex-professionals. Some of the 49th star athletes 

compete in the open events and win several prizes. 

July 9th — A day of very welcome rain, which will help the 

crops a lot in this district. Mail brings me letter from home. Seems 

that the explosion in the Midlands, mentioned in the papers 

recently, took place at Derby. 

July 13th — Battalion is to return to the trenches tomorrow. 

Hear that a direct hit was made yesterday on Division 

Headquarters, but casualties are reported light. Word comes from 

the line that Fritz pulled off a raid the other night against the 116th 

and got away with several prisoners. 

July 16th — The limbers that took the rations up the line last 

night brought back the bodies of two Battalion men killed the day 

before. One had been killed at the ration dump. A casualty 

amongst the Transport animals last night, Napoleon, the big black 

mule, being hit in the shoulder while on a trip up the line. In 

evening I go over to Brigade post office and have a gossip with 

Foster, who used to be with the Sigs. Enemy planes over our area 

at night and are greeted with heavy machine-gun fire. Only one 

bomb dropped close enough to disturb us. 

July 18th — Gas masks are worn by everyone for half an hour 

in the morning in order that we may feel accustomed to them. A 

Divisional Train man passing through our lines tells us that thirty-

seven horses were killed last night during the bombing raid. We 

get word of a big French success down south. Walk over to Corps 

Hospital on Arras Boad in evening to look at bulletin. It reads, 

“17,000 prisoners and 300 guns taken by the French.” On my way 

back pass a big ammunition dump only about 400 yards from the 

hospital, and this same dump is not so far from another hospital 

in nearby Gouey. Some strange things are done all right in this 

man’s army. 

July 19th —We hear of the looting of Arras by the 1st and 2nd 

Canadian Divisions, the city having been hurriedly evacuated by 

the civilian population after heavy shell fire. The troops 

apparently found the cellars well stocked and had the time of their 

lives. Amongst the places looted was a bank and the tale is told 

that a pay parade was staged outside it, the paymaster being a 

plastered private, who sat at a table in the street and handed out 

ten franc bills to a long line-up of hilarious soldiers. He is stated 

to have bawled them out good and plenty if he did not get a proper 

salute. All this is nothing to the credit of the two divisions 

concerned but after all they only helped themselves to what would 

probably have been destroyed by shell fire. Furthermore, loot has 

always been regarded as a sort of perquisite of the British soldier 

— for confirmation read Kipling’s barrack-room ballad “Loot”. 

A Fritzie plane over our lines at night. Our searchlights get trained 

on it, but they are unable to hold it long enough for one of our 

planes to get on its tail. 

 

  



Jan 1941    No. 32             THE FOURTY NINER 
 

Page 17 of 45 
 

MAJOR BROWSE TELLS OF BRITONS’ COURAGE 
Served with A Company of Old and Young Battalions — Civilians Match Courage and Fortitude of Troops 

 

Courage of the people of England in face of continued attacks 

from the air is “miraculous,” Major M. F. H. Browse, M.M., former 

officer commanding A company of the 49th Edmonton Regiment 

who returned home last November. 

He is back to instruct infantry troops at Currie barracks in 

Calgary. 

“The courage of the common people of England is nothing short 

of miraculous,” declared Major Browse. “Most of them have not had 

a single uninterrupted night of sleep since the start of the air raids, 

Aug. 15.” 

“They go into the dug-outs at night when they come home from 

work, or they go to their various jobs for the night. They get little 

sleep, coming out in the morning haggard, but smiling. You can’t beat 

people like that,” he asserted. 

Bombers in “Droves” 

German bombers are coming over most of England in “droves,” 

declared Browse. He said he has seen as many as 200 Nazi planes in 

a single formation, so high they still cannot be identified through 

powerful field glasses. 

During daylight hours, it is seldom that a complete German 

bombing formation gets through to London in a body. Usually, the 

formations are broken into smaller groups by the heroic action of the 

fighter planes of the Royal Air Force. 

German aviators captured by the Edmonton Regiment in recent 

weeks after forced landings, indicate that Germany is becoming 

increasingly “hard up” for pilots, he declared. Average age of the 

pilots is about 22, although recently, many have been taken as young 

as 19. They have in some cases emerged from time spent in hospital 

after serious injuries but have been put immediately to work carrying 

bombs over England, he stated. 

London Hit Hard 

“It is of no use to say that London has not been damaged,” he said. 

“It has, severely. But the strange thing about the bombings is that 

scarcely a single military objective has been hit. The city looks worse 

in the morning soon after the dawn, but a day or two later, the damage 

has been cleared away.” 

Men of the Edmonton Regiment, and of the whole Canadian First 

Division, are fit and waiting for action, he said. They are being given 

stiff tactical drills, to hold their interest. 

“This is a young man’s war,” he said. “In the regiment now, the 

men are marching 30 miles a day, then after more training, will add 

to those, four hours of digging to harden them down”. 

Keeping the men fit is one of the greatest factors of modern-day 

war, he pointed out. In view of the great importance of mechanized 

units, of which the Edmonton Regiment forms a part, the men must 

always be in perfect physical and mental condition. They must be 

ready to move anywhere at a moment’s notice, he said. 

 

Women Offer Aid 

Many women’s auxiliary units have been a great aid to officers in 

taking the interest of the men in their hours off-duty, he added. 

Parties, dances, outings of all sorts have been arranged for the men 

by these women’s’ units. 

“Speed and mobility are a prime factor in this war. In the First 

Division we have both of these things down to a fine science,” said 

Major Browse. 

49ers IN ENGLAND FIRE AT NAZI RAIDING PLANES 

 

 

“Somewhere in England”, members of the Edmonton Regiment 

(49th) are shown using rifles and tommy guns against Jerry raiding 

bombers. They are standing in narrow slit trenches which afford the 

maximum ground protection against almost anything except a direct 

hit or the concussion of a missile exploding very close by. In the top 

picture, Major Donald, company commander, uses a tommy- gun. 

Below are Captain Alan Purvis, Major Donald, Arthur Cross and 

Sergt. Mulvey. Old familiar box respirator is noted in picture at top. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE ASSOCIATION 
At which Activities for the Previous Year are Reviewed and Reported on by Keenly Interested Members of Executive 

 

With Major General, the Honourable W. A. Griesbach in the chair 

the annual general meeting of the 49th Battalion (E.R.) Association 

was held in the Memorial Hall on the evening of October 22nd, 1940 

with about fifty members present showing a very keen interest in the 

business dealt with during the evening. As usual a two-minute silence 

in memory of comrades killed in action during the war and who have 

passed away since was observed. Reading of the minutes by Earle 

Hay and the financial report by Neville Jones brought forth no 

discussion and both were adopted without question. Finances are still 

in a fairly healthy condition, as shown by the report of Treasurer 

Jones. 

Many Funerals During Year 

A report on deaths and funerals of 49th men was submitted by J. 

W. H. Williams. It showed that in eleven funerals held during the past 

year there had been more deaths among Forty-Niners than in any year 

since the war. In all cases pall bearers and the usual wreaths were 

supplied. At the meeting quite a number offered themselves as pall 

bearers when and as needed. 

Report on Our Magazine 

Norman Arnold, editor of the Forty-Niner magazine, submitted 

his report. It showed the July 1940 issue as the biggest and best yet. 

More than 1000 extra copies had been printed, most of which were 

sent to the boys in England. Receipts and expenditures for the last 

issue just about balanced. It was pointed out what great help had been 

given by John Michaels as a member of the magazine committee. 

Cigarettes for the Boys Overseas 

Through Earle Hay a report was submitted for the committee in 

charge of comforts for the Forty- Niners now serving overseas with 

the Edmonton Regiment. This showed that the committee, consisting 

of John Michaels, Earle Hay, Lt. Col. A. H. Elliott, Capt. Walter 

Hunter and Lt. Col. R. W. Hale, under the able direction of John 

Michaels had raised $371.60 to send overseas the following: 140,000 

cigarettes in lots of 20,000 per shipment; 25 Edmonton Journals twice 

a week. Acknowledgements of their safe arrival have been made. 

High Tribute to John Michaels 

General Griesbach paid high tribute to the committee, and 

especially John Michaels for his very fine work. “Mike”, who was 

present as an honorary member of the association, said he was proud 

to be of service and said it was a pleasure to be associated with the 

committee. He spoke at the same time about how he had enjoyed the 

privilege of helping out on the publication of the magazine. 

Donation to Ladies’ Auxiliary 

To help to pay the postage on 150 parcels to be sent to the boys 

overseas at Christmas, the sum of $25 was voted by the meeting. A 

letter from the Ladies’ Auxiliary was read and showed what a great 

work is being done by the ladies to provide comforts for men of the 

1st Edmonton Regiment in England. Mention was made of a tag day 

they intended to hold. 

Routine Business and Election of Officers 

It was decided to hold the annual dinner on January 4th in the 

Macdonald Hotel, arrangements to be made by the incoming 

executive. Votes of thanks were passed to the Legion for the use of 

the hall for the meeting, to the retiring executive and Kenny Kinnaird 

for auditing the books. The election of officers was proceeded with, 

those chosen for the ensuing year being: President, Major General, 

The Hon. W. A. Griesbach; Vice President, Norman E. Cook; 

Secretary, Earle O. Hay; Corr. Secretary, Norman Arnold; Treasurer, 

Neville H. Jones; Members of the executive: Lt. Col. A. H. Elliott; 

Lt. Col. R. W. Hale; Major Ken Kinnaird; Capt. H. E. Balfour; Lieut. 

Miles Palmer; Fred Pinnell; Jack Blewett; Byron Morrison; George 

Crabbe; John Michaels. 

The meeting adjourned with the singing of the National Anthem. 

—Earle Hay. 

* * * 

The names of those attending follow: 

Major General the Honourable W. A. Griesbach, Hugh Hume, H. 

L. Alexander, R. M. Callander, H. Smith, Neil Campbell, R. A. 

Whyte, P. P. Muirhead, C. P. L. Salvino, A. E. Potter, G. Blower, G. 

A. Russell, R. G. Simpson, H. Reid, A. L. Smith, H. Stonehewer, R. 

C. Arthurs, W. Hind, Ralph King, J. H. Sandilands, L. C. Harris, J. 

R. Martin, J. Henderson, W. Hutchinson, P. E. Reilly, G. B. 

Mathison, W. Kleinschoth, T. Robb, F. W. Nelson, John Diamond, 

Percy M. Oldroyd, W. G. Rennie, M. C. Gibbons, P. Kennedy, J. A. 

Waithe, J. B. Main, H. E. Balfour, J. H. Dallamore, S. C. Hancock, 

Byron Morrison, John Michaels, A. H. Elliott, R. W. Hale, J. E. 

Billingsley, F. T. Pinnell, A. C. Keen, C. Wampler, H. A. Leach, R. 

Hargreaves, T. Galliver, Wm. Aitken, L. G. Brown, N. E. Cook, Peter 

Rule, N. Arnold, N. H. Jones, Earle Hay. 
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WHERE IS MY WANDERING BOY? 

 

James Wood, No. 781788, 13 

Platoon, “Steady D”, in sending in his 

dues has something to say of the old 

days. “One time ‘Dad’ Whowell and I 

were past due on parade after the Vimy 

Scrap. We were moving out of the 

tunnel to a tiny cushy billet ‘on top’. 

We were the last stragglers and the 

CSM spotted us, and we had to submit 

to a fatherly chastisement from Maj. 

Winser per the Orderly room. My pal 

washed pots and pans for a day or so, 

but I was let off because I had a large 

carbuncle on the back of my neck.” 

“I notice in the Forty-Niner that Barney Morrison always attends 

the annual dinner. I was on his right-hand side when No. 13 Lewis 

gun section was blown up at Passchendaele. I have often wondered 

how he got out with that big hole through his foot. I was carried out 

the following morning by a party of the ‘good ole’ Forty-Twas’ and 

spent 18 months in hospital waiting for my discharge. I am now a 

Class 1 pensioner.” Wood comes across Bob Mayes at Moose Jaw in 

the summer when he can get around a bit but has to stay close to the 

heater in winter, He expects to make the banquet one of these next 

times. He always looks forward to the magazine and would hate to 

miss a single issue. Wishes to be remembered to all the old boys. Ad-

dress: Box 135, Readlyn, Sask. 

Bill Bowles, 1643 N. Gardner, Hollywood, California had a good 

long holiday at Mass., and took in the American Legion convention 

in September. I don’t know whether he was still suffering from the 

effects or not but on taking a bath (Oh, No! He has more than one a 

year) he fell and injured his side but was getting along not too bad 

after a stay in the hospital of three weeks last October. His advice to 

you all is to watch your step when taking a bath, or don’t take one. 

(Rather dirty advice, Ed.) He missed the magazine through being 

away and would like one sent along. Wishes to be remembered to the 

old Guard. 

Harold Pinkney writes from P.O. Drawer C, Blairmore, enclosing 

dues for himself and for Vince Glitch, of Bellevue. Harold mentions 

meeting Jimmy Wigham during the summer, and also tells us that the 

new Edmonton Regiment has a Blairmore representative in the Band, 
Albert Morris. 

Ed. Note: Picture of Morris appears in Band photo, Jan. 1940 

issue. 

W. E. Miller, Reg. No. 100882. Enlisted in 66th Bn. on July 15th, 

1915. Joined C coy. of 49th Bn. September 14, 1916. Wounded 

September 16th, 1916 on the Somme. After the Vimy scrap, was 

transferred to H. Q. as runner. Discharged March 1919 after 3 years 

and 8 months service; awarded the M.M. Is farming at Baldonnell, 

B.C. Widower, with two boys, 13 and 9 years. 

E. H. Telford reports from Calgary that since last writing has 

spent quite a time in Col. Belcher Hospital with knee injury. Although 

rejoining in October 1939, with A category has now been discharged 

with an E!! His youngest son is now with the 3rd Division Signals at 

Kingston. Sends best wishes to all the gang. 

Ed: Best luck to you and the young ’un, E. H. 

Samuel Nelson Allan, 101629. Enlisted on January 22nd, 1916 in 

66th Battalion, joined the 49th in June 1916. Posted to A coy. 

Discharged February 17th, 1919, after three years service. Resides at 

Innisfree, Alta and has 3 boys and 4 daughters. Postal Address: Box 

12, Innisfree, Alta. Recently lost a son overseas. 

Henry Wadlow, Reg. No. 100200. Enlisted in 66 Battalion July 

1st, 1915. Joined the 49th in June 1916 and was posted to 12 platoon, 

C coy. Wounded twice and discharged April 1st, 1919, after three 

years and nine months service. Harry is a follower of the “Single 

Bliss” creed and resides on his farm at Brownvale, Alberta. 

We are now able to publish the addresses of two more 49ers now 

residing in Great Britain, thanks to information received from Leslie 

D. Harvey, Hon. general secretary of the Canadian Ex-Servicemen’s 

Association. Great Britain. 

Sgt. H. G. Jenkins, 15 Queens Road, Brighton, Sussex. 

Cpl. H. G. Mallard, (DCM) 33 West Street, Brighton, Sussex. 

Mr. Harvey also reports that they have, no news of 252024 W. H. 

Blackmore, St. Holier, Jersey, C.I. since these Islands were taken 

over by the Nazi. 

Martin Caine, D coy., writes from P. O. Box 336, Prince George 

B.C. and thanks us for the 49er. Says he had a visit from “Doc” Harris 

and Mrs. Harris in the spring, also reports that Bob. “Scotty” 

Robinson has joined the Home Defence Corps at Vancouver Island. 

Martin mentions that he has a platoon of the Volunteer Home Guard 

and sends best wishes to all. 

A. Foxall, would like to know of W. E. Coggins. Anyone knowing 

the whereabouts of Coggins please let Foxall know at 11619 130 Ave. 

Edmonton, Alta. 

Charlie Walker sends us some news from the North. Writing from 

High Prairie, Charlie asks us to inform Jock Tweedie that he also is 

“some” curler, having played third on a High Prairie rink which won 

the N.A.R. Cup, defending it nine times in a row; same cup still rests 

in H.P. He tells us that an old 49er, Duguid, who was Brigade 

Bombing Corporal, is now running the McIntyre Drug Store at High 

Prairie. Also notes that Eddie Becker of the Transport is still around 

farming. 
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Charley Walker, now at Camrose, Alta, says he is back at his old 

job as R.Q.M.S. and is feeling as fit as a fiddle. He is liking his return 

to army life. Bill Elliott of D coy. is C.S.M. and also Sid. Hughes of 

A coy. Newlands of the “Sigs” in Ours is a Lieut, there and of course 

as you all know the Commandant is Col. E. R. Knight who was in A 

coy. 

All ranks, especially 432’s and 433’s, will be interested to hear of 

an echo from the past, coming from 9a Buccleuch Place, Edinburgh, 

Yup, you’ve guessed . . . James McD. Scott! To quote “A wee note 

frae James McD. in the toon o’ Edinburgh ...” end of quote. James 

McD. reports all well, everyone carrying on with chins up. Sends his 

best to all the gang. 

Ed: What memories that name conjures up! 

L. D. Reggin (Len.) Reg. No. 808506. Joined the 137th Bn. 9th of 

February, 1916 Posted to A coy. on joining the Battalion in December 

1916. Wounded at Lens the night Major Boyle was hit. With Brigade 

M.G. at Passchendaele and wounded again. Discharged January 

1919. Located at the Reggin Roofing and Metal Works, 214 7th 

Avenue. W. Calgary. Is married and has two boys. 

Bob Mayes acknowledges receipt of 49er from 870 Elgin Avenue, 

Moose Jaw, Sask. After many nice remarks re the magazine. Bob tells 

us that Gordon Young is back in harness as O.C. of the C.A.S.F. 

Hospital at Dundurn Camp. 

A. G. Rowland writes from Wetaskiwin that he has been visiting 

the Coast (August) and while there visited Mrs. George Swanson and 

also met Mrs. Alex Moir at the Swanson home. He reports that 

George and Alex are still far from well. 

All 49ers hope that speedy recovery will soon be on the way. 

A. G. demands that the Executive try and arrange for a fine 

Sunday for the next Church parade! They’ll try to do better, we all 

hope. 

Harry Wadlow writes in from Brownvale, Alta, enclosing dues 

and many kind words about the magazine. He sees Tom Gilchrist 

every week and remarks with sorrow that they are too old for this war. 

Mrs. Alex Moir writes from 1344 West 7th Ave. Vancouver that 

they are settling at the Coast. While neither’s health has showed great 

improvement so far, they both like it out there very much and hope to 

improve with time. Alex sends best wishes to all the old boys and 

Mrs. Moir and he extend a very hearty invitation to all who visit there. 

Edward K. Lewis, “Ted”, No. 2626887, enlisted in the 7th 

Fusiliers, London, Ont., March 17th, 1917 Joined the 49th March 

1918 and posted to 3 Platoon A coy. Discharged March 1919 after 

two years’ service. District Manager for Hoover Company, Address 

201 Ruby St. Winnipeg, Man. Ted; had been transferred to the 

Forestry Corps owing to his age. His number was changed from the 

original five figure one to the above on arrival in England. He served 

from April until after Mons. His platoon sergeant was Boyd, 

Lieutenant Skeels and Capt. Taylor company commander. He was 

only 19 on discharge. 
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R. C. Dingley, “Vic”, enlisted in the 66th and was transferred to 

the 49th in 1916 and served with A coy. until returning with the 

battalion at the end of the war. He played football for the battalion 

 

team which had many fine players on its roster, as Jimmy Kinsman, 

Jock Tweedale, Billy Whitehead, Billy Dickie, Jack Gregory and 

others, who like Vic, followed on in their footsteps to make a great 

reputation in this sport for the battalion. He is on the staff of the 

Liquor Control Board. (A soldier’s dream job) and resides at 11537-

90 St. Edmonton. 

Of interest to 49ers will be the news that Major C. S. (Dick) 

Merrett, now Canadian Legion War Services Supervisor, has landed 

in England. Those who have heard Dick’s Concert Party will rest as-

sured that the troops will be receiving some real entertainment in 

Blighty. 

Jim Hall, C coy. wishes to be remembered to all the boys, and you 

can find him at P.O. Box 384, Banff, Alta, whenever you take a visit 

around that part of the Rockies. 

A. E. W. Roberts sends dues for John Procter and self from 

Wembley, Alta. Reports that John is now on his farm at La Glace 

P.O. after residing in Grande Prairie for some time. 

James Chorley, A coy. of the Provincial Audit department has 

been appointed a member of the board to administer the Education of 

Soldier’s Children Act, succeeding the late Col. T. C. Sims, V.D. 

Other members of the board are Roy A Douglas and Maurice M. 

O’Brien, secretary of the department of education, who served in the 

49th during the last war. The late Col. C. Y. Weaver was mainly 

instrumental in the passing of this legislation. 

Harry Botel, whose address is 370 Home St., Winnipeg, and who 

attended our last annual dinner a year ago, writes to say that he made 

contact last summer with Chas. Dempster of B coy. Dempster was 

badly wounded at Passchendaele and has been living in Winnipeg 

since 1919. For awhile he was in Deer Lodge Military Hospital. He 

is well established now, is married, with a grownup family of three 

fine girls. “Bo” is sure Dempster would be glad to be remembered to 

any old friends. 

A. E. McKay, D coy., who was in command of the company at 

Passchendaele and was the only officer left of four after the attack, 

was elected President of the North West Commercial Travelers’ 

Association, at their meeting in Edmonton last October. 

Robert C. Laurie, No. 905196, 10 Platoon, C coy. writes in to say 

how much he appreciates the magazine and also to have his regards 

sent along to Jack Steel, Chief Lake, B.C. and to Percy Duvall, M.M. 

Bluesky, Alta. He says, “Duvall was the coolest man he ever saw in 

the line. At Passchendaele as we crawled out of the shell holes and 

over the Top, I heard a voice exclaiming, ‘There is nothing in K. R. 

& R. that forbids a man smoking when over the Top.’ Glancing 

towards the speaker I saw Duvall coming along with his pipe going 

full blast, a most contented grin on his face, and his rifle at the 

ready—just as if he was out partridge hunting.” He has no doubt as 

to the outcome of this war and feels pride in the way his country is 

living up to past traditions. Robert noticed with regret the death of 

“Sandy” Girvan and Charley Devaney, friends of long standing. He 

was in the old Volunteers with Sandy in Glasgow. 

Fred Pinnell writes as follows: Bob Henderson, D.C.M., M.M. 

and Bar., has been in Battle River hospital in the Peace River country 

very ill and is not very well now. (December 15th). H. L. (Len) 

Holloway is serving as a company officer with A.M.P.C. (Imperials) 

in the Middle East. 

Frank Benton, whom many will recall as the jolly old cook of C 

coy, is now the architect for roasts and stews, pies, cakes and 

whatever else, tasty and delicious you would have on the table, at the 

Doris Creek Lumber Co. west of Barrhead. Frank still tells with much 

merriment about the time he went on leave, which he overstayed for 

three weeks, gave a military police whom he ran afoul of two shillings 

and six pence to go peddle his papers so that he could make his get-

a-way and returned to camp at Shorncliffe to be given as punishment 

a good job in the officers’ mess. His memory has not failed him for 

he can recall the dates and details of many an incident most of us have 

long since forgotten. 

Pierre Aubie, whose interest in all 49er activities has not waned 

with the passing of years, was a visitor in Edmonton from Wandering 

River way, accompanying his boy who came to the city for medical 

treatment in October. Aubie’s happy smile and bright eye are still as 

characteristic of him as ever. 

Fred C. Pearce who served with D in the last war and was over 

with the 9th Army Troop, R.C.E. in this one returned to Edmonton 

last October. He said, the spirit of the British is wonderful under the 

strain of the bombing. 
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J. Currie Auld, originally of C coy. 9 platoon and one of the 

charter members of the first machine gun section, was in Edmonton 

in October, visiting his uncle, Fred Richards, old time 49th 

bandsman. Currie is now Indian agent for the Interlake Reserve and 

resides at Stonewall, Man. on the outskirts of Winnipeg. He has been 

gone from Edmonton since 1920, is married and has three boys and 

one daughter, all grown up. Two of the boys have enlisted, one in the 

Flying Corps and the other in the infantry. 

On discharge, Currie held the rank of lieutenant. He served 

latterly with the Machine Gun coy. During his stay here he met many 

an old pal and visited with relatives of whom he has many livings 

hereabouts. He has hardly laid a hair or changed one whit since his 

old cronies last saw him twenty years ago. 

Herbert Funnell, 101228, A coy. writes to Earle Hay to say he is 

back in the army again, “Playing the piano for the Boys as of yore”. 

He says all the people in the old country are proud of the way Canada 

is helping them. He also said at a time when things looked black over 

there that Hitler would never get the Old Land, He wishes to be 

remembered to all the old troops, especially to Arthur Harvey and 

Andy Laing. 

H. C. Cruickshank, 214 Ferndale, Michigan, U.S.A, met Roy 

Arnott, 11 Platoon C coy at a meeting last Fall. Arnott’s number was 

432965. He resides at 7638 Ford Van Dyke, Michigan. Cruickshank 

sends along the names of some men who were not listed on the photo 

which appeared on page 13, No. 28 issue, January 1939. Back row 

left; 1. Jimmie Bellas. 3. Jack Clark, both killed August 11th, 1918. 

8. Watson 9 platoon. 9. Jimmie Crowley same gun as the above, came 

back with the battalion. 2nd row from back from left. 2. Roy Darnell, 

same crew as above. 4. Davis, killed. 3rd row from back: Jimmie 

McCloud, killed August 11 on same gun as the above men. 

Cruickshank was on this gun and was hit on Aug. 8th. 4th row from 

back: 2. Coons. 6. Edwards, lives around London. Ont. Through the 

agency of the magazine Melville C. Moir’s brother, who belongs to 

the same Post as Cruickshank, was able to contact his brother for the 

first time in years. H. C. was elected Zone Commander and is kept 

busy these times. Wishes to be remembered to all and mentions Bob 

Whyte whom he met down at one of the Toronto reunions. 

S. C. Redwood, who served with 8 platoon, B coy. wrote in from 

Kamloops, B. C. where he was stationed with the R.M.R.’s, C.A.S.F. 

and was enquiring for a Jack Pratt of B coy. He says another 49 er 

named Berkinshaw was also in his regiment but supplied no further 

particulars of this man. Redwood’s number is K42377, D coy. 

R.M.R. A questionnaire was sent along for the both of them to fill in 

but they must be too busy as we have not so far had a reply. 

F. N. Foster, No. 911332, D coy., 49th writes in asking for badges 

as he says the colonel of his regiment will allow the old men to wear 

them. Unfortunately, when we had all the badges for sale few of the 

old boys wanted them, but as soon as we had another customer for 

them in our young battalion, we have been flooded with requests for 

them. This man also was sent a questionnaire but has failed to reply. 

His number is K546051, CMTC Vernon, B.C. 
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Thos. Turner, No. 433104, who served with “C” company, writes 

in from 173 Second St., Collingwood, Ontario. He says he 

appreciates the good work of the association in sending him the 

magazine; giving him news of the old boys. Turner is busy with the 

Collingwood Shipbuilding Co. working night and day on war 

contracts. He is general superintendent of the plant. Tommy sends his 

best regards to all the boys and regrets not being able to get to the 

banquet this year as he had intended doing. Press of business and all 

that sort of thing. You know 

Frank Shopland, Rochester, writes: “Here are the names of the 

members of 9 platoon as I can remember them. Maybe some others 

can complete the list. Wishing all the best wishes.” 

9 PLATOON, SOMEWHERE IN FRANCE, 1918 (Page 13, 

Number 28, Jan. 1939) (Corrections move d to above location) 

C. W. A. Drader, better known as Lieut. Bert Drader in the World 

War regiment of the 49th„ now resides at 3628 Douglas St., Victoria, 

B.C. and is a member of the post office staff. Bert is married and has 

four girls and one boy. Says he is always glad to see any 49ers when 

they are in Victoria. He joined the 49th on June 7th, 1916, was 

wounded the same month and again in Oct. 1917. He later rejoined 

the battalion and saw much service in France with the regiment. Is an 

active member of the Association branch in Victoria and sends best 

wishes to all the boys he used to know. 

A. L. Bilton, Youngstown, Alta., who served with 14 platoon, 

“Steady D”, was going to make the banquet if the weather held fine. 

So he may be around here right now. He wishes all the boys the very 

best of everything for the New Year and hopes they had a nice time 

at Christmas. 

 

ELECTED PRESIDENT 

Earle Hay, our Hon. Secty, was elected president of the Highlands 

community league at their annual meeting, Tuesday night November 

19. Mrs. H. C. Newland was named programme convenor. 

 

ADDRESS NEEDED 

Will anyone knowing the address of Bill English, now at 

Winnipeg, please forward to the Corresponding Secretary, N. Arnold, 

11908 92nd Street, Edmonton. 

 

SON ENLISTS 

Radio announcer with CJCA 2nd Lieut. E. S. J. “Ed” Bryant is 

signalling officer. He has been with the signalling section of the 2nd 

Bn. Edmonton Regiment, N.P.A.M., and was commissioned to the 

Edmonton Fusiliers, C.A.S.F. His father served with C coy. of ours. 
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REMEMBRANCE DAY PARADE NOT HELD ON ACCOUNT OF BITTERLY COLD WEATHER 
What was to have been the Largest Military Parade in Edmonton’s History had to be Called off — Forty-Niners do not Parade as a Unit—

Eloquent Tribute to the Valour and Spirit of those who Died that Others Might Live. 
 

Remembrance Day, November 11th, brought bitterly cold 

weather, the mercury registering 26 below." A parade of 6,000 or 

more soldiers, airmen, veterans, women’s and other organizations 

would have been held had the day not been such a cold one. 

Regular memorial services were held at the Prince of Wales 

armouries and the Memorial Hall and impromptu services at the 

Masonic temple by the Canadian Corps. Some units did parade to 

march past the cenotaph and then dismiss. Many wreaths were 

deposited on the cenotaph, one being from the 49th Battalion 

Association. 

Capt. Clough paid eloquent tribute to the spirit, valour and 

sacrifice of the men of 20 years and more ago. Sons of those who 

paid the supreme sacrifice had stepped into the breach to carry on. 

He said during his remarks, “ ‘From the rising of the sun to the 

going down of the same, we will remember them’, because they 

poured out the red, sweet wine of youth that we might live. Their 

sacrifice as we remember them, constitutes a challenge to our 

dominion that nothing shall be left undone to see that they die not 

in vain.” 

Seldom, if ever, were so many wreaths deposited on and at the 

base of the cenotaph. A background of tragic reality brought out 

a new and increased solemnity of thought. The grim realization 

that another war, more frightfully cruel than the last, was being 

fought was indeed good cause for more serious thought on such a 

day. 

It was not the intention for the 49th Association to parade 

separately, but as in recent years, to fall in with the various other 

organizations, such as the Legion, Canadian Corps, etc., of which 

Forty-Niners are active members. Quite a few of our members did 

parade with those who marched past the memorial and many 

others attended services. 

 

 
FLORAL TRIBUTES PAID TO WAR DEAD AT EDMONTON CENOTAPH 

 
In spite of bitter cold and the cancellation of plans to hold the largest Remembrance Day parade in the city’s history, represen tatives of 

various organizations braved the weather to place wreaths on the Capital City’s cenotaph on Nov. 11th. The above picture  was taken as the 

wreath of the Second Battalion, Edmonton Regiment was placed. Facing the bugler, stand, left to right, Capt. Rev. C. F. A. Clough, Lieut. E. 

C. Manning and Lieut.-Col. R. W. Hale, M.C. The bugler is sounding the last post as the others stand to attention. 
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OLD FORTY-NINER AT OUR BANQUET FOR THE FIRST TIME GIVES ENLIGHTENING 
Description of How He Enjoyed it. 

Letter to Magazine from Harry Botel Allows Us to See Ourselves as Others See Us—Interesting Observations Made on What He Saw 

and Heard and Took Part in at Our Annual Get-together 
 

Happy to meet, sorry to part, hopeful of meeting again is how 

I felt about the last 49th dinner. It never occurred to me when I 

joined the 49th in March 1916, just how attached I would become 

to this unit, I was one of a draft of signallers taken on the strength 

at Meteren. 

Inconsolable When 49th Left for Home 

After three years with the battalion, I developed such an affection 

for the 49th and all those connected with it that when I said good 

bye to the gang as they left Bramshott for home and I was left 

behind with others who were not from Edmonton, so sorry was I 

to part that I was well-nigh inconsolable. Through the years since, 

I have been in touch with old friends including, A. G. Rowland, 

Marshall Browse, C. K. McKenzie, J. W. H. Williams, Bill 

English and a number of others. The battalion magazine has 

served as an invaluable medium to keep up my interest in all 

activities. 

First Time in Attendance at Dinner 

I had hoped to attend a 49th re-union sometime and last 

January 6th was my first opportunity to be able to do so, from 

Winnipeg, where I have been living. Any words I might use could 

not begin to describe the pleasure of attending and meeting old 

friends, some of whom I had not seen since the hectic days of 

Ypres Salient and the Somme in 1916. Forty-niners who have 

been attending these functions for years could hardly be expected 

to view the proceedings from the same perspective as a stranger 

to them like myself. Faces were familiar but names in some cases 

were forgotten. Later in the evening names came back to me. Billy 

Moir, Orville Palmer, Neville Jones, Pete and Neil Livingstone, 

Newland and Wampler were a few who knew me well and 

welcomed me back like a long-lost brother. It was a treat to see 

General Griesbach in the chair and to see that he has not lost his 

knack of handling a hilarious crowd. It was a pleasure to meet old 

officers with whom I had worked on signal duty in France, Capt. 

McQueen, being among them. 

“Bo” To All His Old Buddies 

One big thrill was to be addressed by “Bo,” my wartime 

nickname, by so many of my intimate friends. I had heard it so 

little since 1919. To be called “old Bo” at age of about 25 would 

indicate the youth of the signallers in our section who thought me 

old, but the twenty years since slipped away like nothing when I 

talked of the old days. After the banquet, Charlie Wampler took 

me under his wing and we visited with others the homes of 

different 49ers, including Harry Smith, Laddie Mucklestone and 

Sam Millar. I realized that the dinner was only the preliminary to 

the re-union 

celebrations. There was much evidence of the solidarity of the old 

49th. An early breakfast at Sam Millar’s preceded our return to 

my hotel at 5 a.m. 

A Grand Experience to Be Recommended 

My coming to the re-union dinner from Winnipeg was a grand 

experience and I can recommend it to any 49er living away from 

Edmonton. To cast aside any doubt of his enjoying it, my fellow 

townsman, Bob McGrath, who was also at the gathering, will bear 

me out in saying it was well worth the journey. Before winding 

up, I would like to thank the following who were some of those to 

help make my visit so pleasant: Charlie Wampler, J. W. H. 

Williams. Scotty Hind whom I had last met up with on the Vimy 

Pilgrimage, Ernie Newland, Earle Hay and Major Hale. The 

occasion came to an end all too soon and for me it was a case of 

happy to meet and sorry to part. 

REHABILITATION COMMITTEE 

With the return of disabled soldiers from overseas there is 

already the need shown for some kind of rehabilitation. With a 

view to studying the question for the 49th Association in respect 

to returned men of the regiment now overseas, a committee has 

already been struck composed of John Michaels, Major Ken 

Kinnaird and Neville Jones. Developments of an interesting 

nature are anticipated from these three live wires who have ideas 

to burn. 

PAPER PUBLISHED BY SAPPERS 

The First Can. Pioneer Bn., R.C.E., C.A.S.F., during their trip 

across the Atlantic last summer, published a tiny 4 page 

newspaper called “First Pioneers Sapper”. It had quite a number 

of racy and witty stories, and one was an expose of the latest 

Italian “secret” weapon. The editor was Major H. R. Lynn. 

OUR THANKS TO OUR NEWSPAPERS 

The many pictures appearing in this issue indicate the 

generosity of both the Edmonton Journal and the Edmonton 

Bulletin in their cooperation by loaning cuts for publication. We 

are grateful to both of our local newspapers for the help they give 

the magazine committee. 

OUR THANKS TO COL. R. W. HALE, M.C. 

All necessary arrangements for brass band, pipes, bugler and 

orchestra for tonight’s dinner festivities were made by Lt. Col. R. 

W. Hale, M.C., commanding officer of the 2nd Battalion, 

Edmonton Regiment. 
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MAJOR CHATTELL COMMANDS SOUTH 

EDMONTON BATTALION, V.V.R. 
Succeeding Maj. E. Clarke, who resigned his post last 

November, Major A. P. Chattell, D.S.O., was appointed officer 

commanding the South Edmonton Battalion, V.V.R. Capt. G. G. 

Reynolds was appointed honorary chaplain. 

Major Chattell was one of our best known and respected 

officers and saw long and distinguished service with our battalion. 

He was commissioned and became company commander with the 

63rd battalion, 

transferring on one of 

the early drafts to the 

49th serving with our 

unit for the duration. He 

was twice mentioned in 

dispatches and was 

awarded the D.S.O. for 

work in the Amiens 

sector. Besides having 

commanded a company 

he was for a long period 

adjutant during some of 

the battalion’s most 

arduous and trying 

service, and handled this 

position, always a 

position to test a man’s ability, with outstanding success. 

We feel certain that his experience in the past will enable him 

to handle his new appointment with the degree of skill and 

understanding which is so essential to get the best results from the 

personnel in an organization such as the V.V.R., composed as it 

necessarily is of men of advanced ages, and also physical fitness 

of various degrees. All of our association will wish him the best 

of success. 

While mentioning the V.V.R. we might say for the information 

of any of our men that there are vacancies in both the North and 

South Battalions. Any one not fit enough for service in other units 

can find a valuable opportunity for voluntary service in this 

organization. 
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HISTORY OF FORTY-NINER COVER DESIGN 
New Illustration Symbolizes Linking up the Old with the New 

A short history of the illustration on the cover of our magazine 

may not be amiss in explanation of the change. 

The original illustration with the numerals 49 superimposed 

appeared on the cover of all magazines from Nos. 1 to 5. These being 

issued at various dates from 1915 to December 1916, when an issue 

was published called “Decoration Number”. This one had on the 

cover the new cap badge, windmill, coyote, Canada, Maple Leafs, 49 

etc. on the upper portion and a photo of “Chip” Kerr, V.C. on the 

lower. Then copies 6 and 7, which were the last ones published on 

Active service, had the original cut, except for the badge which was 

altered to the new windmill one. Both these were designed by Geo. 

Brown, B coy. and H.Q. 

On republishing the magazine for the first Annual church parade, 

July 1929. the original cut with 49 numeral centered was used, the 

new one with windmill badge having been misplaced. This cut has 

been on all the issues since up until issue No. 30, January 1940. It 

was then decided, owing to the 1st Bn. Edmonton Regiment having 

been mobilized and proceeded overseas that the cut should be altered 

to give suitable recognition to them and any other battalions which 

may be mobilized. The essential items of the original design have 

been retained. The flags and badge with motto slightly altered from 

“Fears No Foe” to “We Fear No Foe”; and the soldier in the last war 

dress replaced by two soldiers representing the old and new, 1915 and 

1939. 

As a fitting accompaniment there appeared a verse of a poem, 

written by Harold F. Cruickshank, formerly of the 7th Battalion, 

C.E.F. He was one of those to introduce us to trench warfare at Ploeg- 

street in October 1916. This verse was most suitably phrased to 

express association of the old 49’ers with the young ones. 

This change of cover was decided on at a full executive meeting 

held on June 19th, 1940 and will be used in future. 

CURRIE BARRACKS, CALGARY 

R. V. “Pat” Patterson, Lieut, writes as follows: “Strange as it 

may seem there are no old Forty-Niners out at Currie at the moment: 

I have a sneaking suspicion that the years have been creeping up on 

the boys. 

Lieut. Bill Martin (formerly B coy. and the R.A.F.) is away with 

the Calgary Highlanders. He doesn’t look much different than in 

1916-17 but has two or three boys in the services. 

Lieut. R. A. Couch (formerly B coy. and M. G. Bn.) is over with 

the regiment in England. Roy is one of the young lads — at least has 

a lot of young ideas. 

As for yours truly — have been learning a lot of new wrinkles 

and brushing up on some of the old stuff. As you are no doubt aware 

the quarters, etc. are quite deluxe. I am going strong and hope to be 

up for the dinner. 

Well, just take a look around boys. He hasn’t changed much, and 

you will easily spot him. Yes! There he is. That dark haired 

aristocratic looking figure. No! Not there, but just back of the glass 

with the water in it, on your left. 
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“HERB” PAULS OF “A” COMPANY RETIRES 

Old Herb has done voluntarily what Old Fritz couldn’t make him 

do and that is retire. After 21 years as switchboard operator at No. 2 

Fire Hall Pauls has resigned to go and live at the Coast. He was a very 

efficient operator and always gave over the fire call to the stations in 

a very clear, but also very loud voice. 

 
He enlisted at the age of 16 in the 51st Bn. in 1916 and standing 

six foot three, and brawny withal, became one of the characters of 

that unit. He transferred to our battalion in France after a period with 

another battalion, and during his service was wounded twice, once in 

1917, and then at Arras during the “big push” in 1918, when an 

explosive bullet shattered his knee. His leg was later amputated. 

Born in Kansas, U.S.A., Herb moved to Daysland, Alberta, with 

his parents in 1905, and remained there until joining up in the 51st. 

On return from overseas in 1919 he joined the fire department. 

His place on the switchboard has been filled by another 49er, 

Jimmy Kinsman, of “B” company, who is also an old-time member 

of this force. 

We all wish Pauls the very best of good health and good fortune 

in his retirement. He asked the secretary to say he would be pleased 

to meet any of the old boys out at the Coast. 

MAJOR STANLEY DAVIES, M.C., GIVEN COMMAND 

Major Davies was appointed last August to mobilize and 

command the 13th Field Company Royal Canadian Engineers of the 

N P.A.M. Major Davies joined the battalion after the June “scrap,” 

Sanctuary Wood in 1916. He later commanded “C” company for a 

long period during some of their most strenuous fighting. In the latter 

stages of the war he served as staff captain of the 7th Canadian 

Infantry Bde. He won the M.C. and bar during his service. We all 

wish Stanley the best of good luck and feel sure he will make a very 

efficient unit of his Field Company. 
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OLD FORTY-NINERS IN NEW SETTING 

 
Seen above in exactly the same pose in which they were pictured during a rest period in England during the Great War are, left to right, 

Harry May, Ned Petherick and Capt. Len Dawes, all former Edmonton men. The trio met in Aldershot, Eng., last winter, May and Petherick 

being members of the original 49th Battalion, and Capt. Dawes being Captain and Quartermaster with the young 49th, now overseas. 

 
 

 

In the above, taken outside an army hut at Aldershot, three well 

known 1915 Forty-Niners are shown under very different conditions 

and circumstances than might have been thought possible twenty 

years ago. Many of our members will recognize on the left, Harry 

May, first bugler par excellence and later C company sergeant. Next 

to him stands Captain A. Petherick, M.C., snappy in appearance, keen 

and mischievous of eye as ever and probably as able an advocate as 

he used to be of all things Cornish. Ned, or Peth, by which nicknames 

he was known to his more intimate friends in the original machine 

gun section, served latterly with the 1st C.M.R.’s. Both he and Harry 

May, who have been very close, life-long friends, returned to 

Edmonton in 1919 but went back to England some years later. 

They now reside at Bude, Cornwall. 

What a thrill must have been experienced when Harry and Ned 

met up with Captain Leonard Dawes, shown on the right! Len was a 

minor in the old 49th and was also a bugler. Now he is Captain and 

Quarter Master for the new 49th, overseas. And where could one find 

three more typical oldsters to represent the original regiment? What 

memories of former times and things, places and pals must have been 

exchanged when this trio met in what must have been traditional 

forty-niner style and cameraderie! The passing of years has dealt 

kindly with each one of them and the best wishes of all who know 

them will go out to these splendid samples of forty-niners both in and 

out of wartime service.
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FORMER FORTY-NINER DEPUTY PROVOST MARSHAL IN 

BRITAIN 

Lieut.-Col. C. H. Hill is Deputy Provost Marshal at Canadian 

Military headquarters in the Old Country. He will be remembered by 

the troops as a lieutenant in “C” coy. of Ours. Serving from 1917 

onwards and giving good service. 

Col. Hill who was with the R.C.M.P. for over 33 years and had 

served at Regina and later as assistant commissioner of the R.C.M.P. 

in British Columbia, is well qualified to fill this onerous position. The 

men in his command were chosen on a very exacting and rigid 

standard, both physical and academic. Nine of the original volunteers 

from the ranks of the R.C.M.P. have already been granted 

commissions. 

Great praise is given by Col. Hill to the conduct of our troops 

overseas, and very little serious crime has taken place. This is a good 

sign as the troops are quartered in close contact with the civilian 

population in villages, towns and cities. 

The association is pleased to see so many of its members giving 

such good service and know the reputation of the old battalion is in 

good keeping when we see their services being so splendidly 

recognized. 

NEWS NOT RECEIVED FROM YOUNG BATTALION 

We are sorry to report no news has been received from the young 

battalion overseas. 

We feel sure this must have been forwarded to us, and so surmise 

the material must be at the bottom of the sea due to enemy action. 

It is fortunate that we have some material and photos gathered 

from local papers and other sources, and so out of town friends and 

readers will be able to read of some of the doings of our young 

battalion overseas. 

It will be necessary in future for our overseas correspondent to 

ship extra copy after a few days interval and so possibly avoid its loss. 

SON OF 49er WINS AIR PROMOTION 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Arnold W. Tayler of 10810-126th St., John 

Tayler, 22 of the Royal Air Force, now stationed in Irak, where he 

has been for the past two years, was recently promoted from pilot 

officer to flying officer. Letters to or from him take three months and 

by air mail six weeks. Arnold Tayler was one of our officers overseas 

in the last war and is a brother of Capt. Bert Tayler who will also be 

recalled. Mrs. Arnold Tayler was a nursing sister in France with the 

Canadians. 

CONTRIBUTION FROM LETHBRIDGE 

The sum of $5.00 was received by Earle Hay from Bert 

Cruickshank, of Lethbridge, as a contribution to the Overseas Fund 

from a group at that city. The group consists of, besides Cruickshank, 

W. D. Chalmers, Andrews, Hall and Sid Bradford. Others have 

contributed and anyone wishing to help can send donations to Earle 

Hay, Hon. Secretary, Room 303 (That number is just a coincidence, 

Ed.) P.O. Building, Edmonton. 

 

 

  



Jan 1941    No. 32             THE FOURTY NINER 
 

Page 31 of 45 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

CHESTER McGOWAN ELECTED PRESIDENT 

Chester McGowan, Hairy Hill, Alta, was elected president of the 

Alberta section, United Farmers of Canada, Thursday November 

28th, at the U.F.C. second annual convention in the I.O.O.F. hall, 

103rd Street, Edmonton. Chester, known as “Mac” No. 101605, 

enlisted in the 66th November 25th, 1915, joined the 49th June 1916 

and served with 5 and 6 platoons, B coy. He was with the bombers at 

Mont. St. Eoi, and was a B coy. runner at Bruay, but finished up as 

senior sergeant. He was wounded in the head and shoulder at 

Cambrai. Sept. 27, 1918. All the troops will wish him success and 

congratulate him on his appointment. 

 

DAUGHTER AND SON OF FORTY-NINERS WEDDED 

A wedding of much interest to all Forty-Niners was solemnized 

quietly at Christ Church, Edmonton, by Rev. Canon G. P. Gower 

shortly after noon Tuesday, September 24th, 1940, when Dorothy 

Marguerite, eldest daughter of Major Arthur P. Chattell, D.S.O., and 

Mrs. Chattell, became the bride of Lieut. James L. Weaver, R.C.A., 

eldest son of the late Col. C. Y. Weaver, D.S.O., and Mrs. Dorothy 

M. Weaver. 

The fathers of the bride and groom were two of the best known 

senior officers of our battalion during the last war. It is with pleasure 

we see the further cementing of the friendship of our old comrades’ 

families by this wedding. 

They have taken up residence temporarily in Winnipeg, pending 

completion of a gunnery course now being attended bv Lieut. Weaver 

in that city. 

 

ROBERT HUNT NOW PILOT 

Robert Hunt, son of our popular George D. has been 

commissioned as pilot in the R.C.A.F. As reported in the July Issue, 

Robert left for Toronto last summer. 
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2ND BATTALION (49TH) EDMONTON REGIMENT COMMANDED by Lieut-Col. R. W. Hale, M.C. 

Many Members of this Unit were with Regiment in France — Demonstration Drill of 125 Movements without Any Words of 

Command — Camp at Sarcee for 30 Day Period — Now Ready for Any Emergency When and Where Needed. 
 

If incentive is the springboard of initiative, then the officers and 

men of the 2nd Bn. (49th) Edmonton Regiment ought to become one 

of the smartest units of the Reserve Army, for the battalion has a triple 

incentive to make itself just that. First there is the tradition of the 

original 49th to maintain; second there is the standard of the 1st Bn. 

C.A.S.F. to equal; and third there is the necessity of keeping step with 

the latest developments in military science. All of these are 

recognized by the 2nd Bn. That is why the “Pride of the North” is 

classed among the best. The triple incentive has given them initiative. 

Some Originals are in This Battalion 

Justly proud to maintain the traditions of the originals is a 

seasoned group of the originals themselves, all of whom saw service 

in France with the 49th Bn. C.E.F. Keen to reach the standard set by 

the 1st Bn. C.A.S.F. is the whole battalion, and this is true also in 

regard to the specialists, such as the Ski Platoon, whose aim is to 

bring the 49th to the “crack” class in order to take a bigger “crack” at 

Hitler. 

Inspection by General Griesbach 

Probably the greatest test of the battalion’s keenness was the 

occasion on which Major-Gen. the Hon. W. A. Griesbach, Inspector 

General for the West and the man who raised the original 49th, 

carried out a formal inspection at Clarke Stadium, October 20th. With 

the critical eye of the founder, the Inspector General took command, 

put the battalion through a number of movements and then praised 

the unit for its keenness and smart appearance. 

This was a compliment indeed, since all four companies were 

wearing their new battle dress, and such utility apparel demands more 

than usual personal bearing if a unit is to command attention. 

The battalion marched to the music of the 49th band which played 

the regimental march, “Bonnie Dundee”, from the Prince of Wales 

Armouries to the Stadium, and the inspection was favored by fine 

weather and a large audience in the stands. 

In company with Gen. Griesbach during the inspection were 

Major Garth Morse, M.C., general staff officer of the Inspector 

General; Lt. Col. E. Brown, M.M., E.D., area commandant; Maj. H. 

P. Rocke. D.A.A., Q.M.G., M.D. 13, Calgary; and Sgt. Maj. F. 

Purkis, Edmonton Garrison sergeant major. 

Capt. H. E. Balfour was second in command during the review. 

Company commanders were: Lieut. Miles F. Palmer, A Coy.; Lieut. 

P. Dunlop, B Coy.; Capt. Colin MacKenzie, C Coy; and Lieut. M. B. 

McColl, “Headquarters” Coy. Capt. R. P. Fitzgerald, adjutant was in 

charge of arrangements. 

125 Movements No Words of Command 

Further evidence of the initiative shown by the battalion was 

forthcoming December 10, when a demonstration drill was carried 

out by a special platoon of officers, N.C.O.’s and men who had 

attended ten 2-hour parades and who performed 125 movements 

without any words of command. 

After inspection by Lieut.-Col. R. W. Hale, O.C. the platoon 

carried out Squad Drill No. 2 without arms, followed by squad 

movements in quick and slow time; and went on to perform every 

movement of arms drill on the march, detailed and demonstrated 

platoon drill, and concluded with a series of combination movements. 

Needless to say, the platoon lived up to the high traditions of the 

unit and won approbation for a well-performed drill. 

The last issue of The Forty-Niner reported the formation of this 

unit of the Canadian Reserve Army, and it goes without saying that 

the battalion was soon recruited to strength, with the inclusion of a 

Stony Plain platoon. An unofficial visit was paid to the unit by Gen. 

Griesbach in the formative days, and he gave the battalion an 

interesting and instructive address prior to watching training on 

Kingsway. 

Month’s Training at Sarcee Camp 

Shortly afterwards came the good news that the battalion was to 

participate in the Sarcee Camp training program. This was carried out 

by two details doing two-week periods. 

First detail entrained at Edmonton the night of August 31, the 

strength being as follows: 

Permanent Staff: O.C. Lt.-Col. R. W. Hale, M.C..; Adjt., Capt. R. 

P. Fitzgerald; Q.M., Lt. G. E. Blais; R.S.M., L. E. Turgeon; C.S.M., 

T. E. Booker; C.S.M., C. F. Laubman; O. R. Sgt., R. A. Goulet; 

O.R.C., Cpl. J. McMann. The Staff remained at Sarcee for the full 

month period. 

For the first detail there were included the following personnel: 

Major G. D. K. Kinnaird; Capt. H. E. Balfour; Lt. C. H. Baker 

(paymaster); Lt. M. B. McColl; 2nd Lts. Miles F. Palmer, F. R. Sykes, 

A. W. Watson, G. M. Dunlop, R. H. Allsop, D. K. Gunderson, W. B. 

Batters, G. N. E. Strong and 149 other ranks. 

Bad weather conditions were experienced during most of the 

training period, heavy rainfall turning the camp into a quagmire. 

Nevertheless, the syllabus of training was adhered to strictly, and al-

though this entailed strenuous application on the part of all ranks, a 

great deal of progress was accomplished. 

A day. was spent on the range. Four N.C.O.’s were detailed for a 

course at Small Arms School and all qualified. Various tactical 

demonstrations were carried out and the unit benefitted by obser-

vation. 

With only two minor casualties to mar the period, it was with 

regret that the time for departure drew close. On the return journey 

the unit, now issued with rifles and bayonets, detrained and paraded 

at Red Deer, Lacombe and Wetaskiwin on these occasions the 

bearing of the men drew much favorable comment from citizens. 
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A former soldier of the last war, Rev. Canon G. P. Gower, rector of 

Christ Church, was recently appointed chaplain of the second 

battalion, Edmonton Regiment (49th). Canon Gower is shown above. 
 

 

Second detail left Edmonton Sunday Sept. 15 at night. Personnel 

follows: 

Lieut.’s: C. D. McKenzie, G. J. Baril, N. Morriss; 2nd Lts. F. P. 

Layton, F. T. Pinnell, C. W. T. Millar, W. O. Parlee, K. A. McKenzie, 

G. A. Whitehead and A. W. Watson. There were 114 other ranks. 

The second detail had the advantage of ideal weather conditions, 

rain falling only once, and that during Church Parade. Full advantage 

was taken of conditions, and in addition to the syllabus of training a 

course of musketry was also fired. Again four N.C.O.’s attended 

small arms school and again all qualified. 

Social highlights of the training period was the Mess Dinner held 

Friday Sept. 27, guests of honor being the D.O.C. and Headquarters 

Staff, Lt. Col. 

F. Harvey, V. C. and four members of his staff from Currie 

Barracks, Lt.-Col. Macgregor Mackintosh, O.C. S. A. School, Col. F. 

C. Jamieson, O.C. M.T.C. 130, Col. N. Dingle, O.C. Calgary High-

landers, Lt. Col. Jull, Calgary Tanks Bn., Lt.-Col. H. B. Jamieson, 

2nd Bn. Edmonton Fusiliers, His Worship Mayor John W. Fry of 

Edmonton, and His Worship Capt. Andrew Davidson, Mayor of 

Calgary. 

Two pipers from Calgary Hdqrs., were in attendance, and when 

Mayor Fry arrived, he was piped into the strains of “Bonnie Dundee”. 

Addresses were delivered by the D.O.C., Col. Harvey, Mayor Fry 

and Capt. Davidson. 

Col. F. C. Jamieson, honoring the battalion by wearing the 

regimental badge at his Red Deer post, was formally presented with 

the battalion badge, which he accepted as former commander of the 

battalion. At that time the Edmonton Fusiliers were the second 

battalion. 

A program of skits and songs followed those of Mr. Layton and 

Capt. McKenzie winning much applause. Col. Macgregor 

Mackintosh conducted the junior officers in the “Anatomy” song, and 

later put them through a demonstration of foot drill refinements. 

Good Food and Special Comforts 

Praise of all ranks was forthcoming on the quality and quantity of 

the food supplied during the whole month’s training period. Hot 

water was always available, as were hot and cold showers. 

During camp training, the O.C. arranged for the junior officers to 

attend Currie Barracks for instruction. The results were encouraging 

in the extreme, despite the hard work entailed, since Col. Harvey 

informed Col. Hale, he would be pleased to accept 2nd Bn. officers 

as reinforcements at any time. 

Stone Replica of Regimental Badge 

During the training period volunteers put in order and freshened 

up the stone replica of the Edmonton regiment badges laid out on the 

hillside during Great War 1. And honors came with the turning out of 

the smartest camp guard and the best butt party. 

On returning to Edmonton the second detail was met at the station 

by the regimental band on Sept. 30 and was played through Edmonton 

streets with the D.O.C. taking the salute on Jasper avenue. 

Camp over, the battalion settled down to an intensive period of 

training which is working wonders with the esprit-de-corps of the 

unit. Advent of winter nights made changes necessary in parade 

times, and the whole battalion now parades on Sunday mornings, 

with each company in turn parading on weekdays at the Prince of 

Wales Armoury. 
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The demonstration of various movements carried out by the 

special platoon December 10 was arranged by the sergeant major, and 

under the direction of Bandmaster Kirkwood, the regimental band is 

winning new honours in the concert field. The ski platoon under Lt. 

M. F. Palmer is also undergoing intensive training each Sunday. 

Colonel Says Men Must Always Come First 

The earnest application of all ranks to the job in hand is 

commendable, and their determination to be fit and ready when the 

call comes for mobilization is worthy of the finest traditions of the. 

originals. Without boasting, it can be said that this unit is a worthy 

successor and a worthy scion of the old 49th, and the C.O.’s decree 

that “the men must always come first” is reflected in the affection and 

the enthusiasm of the men. 

Incidentally, it may be stated at the risk of censorship that the C.O. 

earned the reputation of Senior Wangler at camp, and in view of the 

dictum recorded here, it can be understood that the men benefitted 

thereby. 

Old 49ers with this New Battalion 

Earlier mention was made of the veteran members of the unit who 

now add their experience and their pride in the regiment to the assets 

of the 2nd Bn. Their names follow: 

Lt.-Col. Hale; Maj. G. D. K. Kinnaird; Capt. H. E. Balfour (on 

Command, H. G., M.D. 13); 2nd Lts. George E. Gleave, Miles F. 

Palmer, Fred T. Pinnell; R.Q.M.S. Joe Waithe; C.S.M. Tom E. 

Booker, C.S.M., C. F. Laubman, Cpl. P. E. Reilly, M.M., Cpl. Wm. 

Worton, M.M., Pts. Matt Gibbons, W. M. Parker, Cecil Jennings, A. 

J. McCurdy. 

Nominal Roll of Officers Follows 

Lieut.-Col. R. W. Hale; Maj. G. W. K. Kinnaird; Capt. R. P. 

Fitzgerald; Capt. H. E. Balfour; Capt. G. L. Parney; Hon. Capt. G. P. 

Gower, (Chap.); T/Capt. D. Pratt; Lieuts. G. E. Blais, C. H. Baker 

(Paymaster), G. J. Baril, J. W. Canfield, G. N. Tucker, (Med. Off.), 

C. D. Mackenzie, M. B. McColl, J. B. Denley (Supply), A. J. Miller, 

(O/C to MTC 131 — attached for all purposes); 2nd Lts. L. H. H. 

Foster, R. H. Allsop, W. D. Batters, G. M. Dunlop, D. K. Gunderson, 

H. R. Hammond, R. C. Jackson, F. P. Layton, E. C. Manning, R. 

Martland, K. A. McKenzie, C. T. N. Millar, N. A. Morris, M. P. 

Palmer, W. O. Parlee, F. T. Pinnell, F. R. Sykes, G. N. E. Strong, A. 

W. Watson, A. G. Whitehead, (attached for duty, tempt. C.O.T.C., U. 

of A.), W. A. White, G. E. Gleave, O/C to MTC 130—all purposes), 

J. K. Smith (O/C to MTC 131, all purposes.) 

Battalion Stands by for any Emergency 

Since the battalion has already supplied more than 100 recruits to 

the C.A.S.F., and R.C.A.F. and to staff M.T.C’s, it may be well to 

quote the provisions of the Militia Act in regard to the Reserve Army 

The Act states: 

“The Governor in Council may place the Militia, or any part 

thereof, on active service in Canada for the defense thereof at any 

time when it appears advisable so to do by reason of emergency.” 

In maintaining the traditions of the original Forty-Ninth, the 2nd 

Battalion will not fail in its duty to place reinforcements when they 

are required and to stand ready at all times to defend Canada where 

defense is needed most. 
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“GOOD OLD BAND” AND SO SAY ALL OF US 
Original 49th Band One of Best in Corps—Some Old Members Still Play with Organization — Constantly in 

Service to Answer Many Requests 

 

 
The mere mention of the 49th band stirs up memories which 

compare with the stirring marches and renditions which gave this 

organization the proud distinction of being one of the, finest in the 

Canadian Corps. Who cannot recall the first bandmaster, “Slim” 

Daly, now deceased, and what he and his boys did for the battalion 

uncomplaining and eager? Many a living 49er today owes his life to 

members of the band who served as stretcher bearers when called 

upon to search for, pick up, and carry out the wounded from the line. 

So much now could be said for the band boys to record and recount 

their good works during those days when some thought they had a 

cushy time of it, but this is not a story to eulogize those who did their 

duty faithfully and well, even though some might not have 

appreciated it at the time. 

Untiring Efforts Since War 

Frank G. Aldridge succeeded the late J. B. Daly as bandmaster. 

Frank carried on most admirably for several years and wielded his 

baton to the credit of the old battalion until he was forced to retire 

about a year ago. Many of the original members stayed with the 

band until, through force of circumstances or ill health, they also 

retired. Mr. Aldridge was succeeded by Sergeant Major Edward 

Kirkwood, who is now bandmaster of the 2nd Bn. Edmonton 

Regiment. As a body and almost to a man the band volunteered for 

service with the Edmonton Regiment now overseas but on account 

of so many being over-age a new organization was recruited and is 

now in England. It was a case of the spirit being willing but the flesh 

not being quite equal to what was required. Stan Sheddon as band-

master is now at the head of the band boys overseas. It will be 

recalled that it was largely through the efforts of John Michaels that 

the money was raised among generous citizens to buy instruments for 

the new aggregation of bandsmen. 

Present Band Constantly in Service 

Since the outbreak of war in 1939, the band has been almost 

constantly in service, has greatly assisted in recruiting, playing the 

troops away for active service and to military camps. Each Sunday 

they are called upon for church service, at times playing for two 

services in the morning. Concerts have been given for the soldiers in 

hospital. Other duties are being performed almost every day and to 

cooperate in the work being done by various chapters of the I.O.D.E., 

Red Cross, concerts, in the Soldiers’ Hut, 49th Ladies Auxiliary. 

Their efforts to assist in raising funds to buy comforts for the boys at 

the front have been most helpful. There are now no less than forty-

four playing members, more than a full quota having signed for 

service in the 2nd Edmonton Regiment, reserve battalion, com-

manded by Lieut.-Col. R. W. Hale, M.C., one of the world war 

company commanders of D coy., 49th. 

 

Deserve Greatest Appreciation 

The untiring assistance, which has been given by the 49th band 

ever since the end of hostilities in 1918 and their return in 1919 to 

Edmonton to every worthy cause to which they have responded, has 

perhaps not been sufficiently appreciated. The band boys have given 

of their time unstintingly and without remuneration. Some uniformed 

members of the organization are expected to be with us at the annual 

dinner and it is hoped they will be given the big hand of hearty 

welcome which they, as representatives of the band as a whole so 

richly deserve. 
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1st BATT. EDMONTON REGT. MEN 

PRAISED 

 
Rescue work in the bombed areas is becoming part of the 

Canadian Soldier’s life overseas. Latest story comes from a Northern 

Alberta regiment and praise is being given to Capt. D. A. Petrie, 

Lieut. J. H. Campbell and Sgt.-Maj. W. D. Lowden, all of Edmonton, 

for working with a detachment of men to rescue two people from a 

bombed building near their quarters. The two who were rescued, and 

other survivors of the Nazi attack stayed in the Canadian billets until 

other accommodation could be obtained. Capt. Petrie gave up his bed 

roll and other men loaned their blankets. The survivors included 

several small children. Letters of appreciation for the mercy work of 

the regiment were received, one from a war office official whose 

family was included in the group cared for by the Canadians. 

SON OF SUTHERLAND, “B” COMPANY WOUNDED 

The first soldier to be wounded on active service from Canada 

was Bill Sutherland, son of our own Sutherland. He was wounded 

while serving as a Piper with the Seaforth Highlanders (Imperial). 

This was heard over the radio by some of our boys and passed on to 

the Office Boy. 

LIEUT. E. W. NEWLAND NOW AT CAMROSE 

Lieut. E. W. Newland, better known to all members 

of “Ours” as Ernie, is now stationed at Camrose as one 

of the officers in charge of training under Lieut.-Col. E. 

R. Knight. 

APPRECIATES MAGAZINE 

Mrs. A. Forbes, 213 West 82nd St., Los Angeles, 

Calif., mother of Pte. S. Forbes, who was killed at 

Passchendaele, writes in to say how truly grateful she 

is to the Association for sending each issue of the Forty-

Niner. Mrs. Forbes enclosed a donation to the 

Magazine Fund. Her closing sentence was “May God 

send the British victory.” 
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BOYS OVERSEAS ARE SUPPLIED WITH COMFORTS BY 

LADIES’ AUX. IN EDMONTON 

Each Month 20,000 Smokes are Sent — Many Parcels Forwarded in 

Time for Christmas 

Many comforts and extra treats for men of the 49th Battalion, 

Edmonton Regt, now overseas are being provided by a number of 

ladies who have organized as the Ladies Auxiliary, Edmonton Regt. 

(49th) Overseas. The executive members are: Hon. President, Mrs. 

W. A. Griesbach; Hon. Vice-Pres. Mrs. W. G. Stillman; President, 

Mrs. John Michaels; Vice-Pres. Mrs. D. A. Petrie; Secretary, Mrs. A. 

E. Newton; Treasurer, Mrs. Alan Purvis. 

Without interruption, 20,000 cigarettes have been sent each 

month and without exception have arrived safely at their destination 

in England. No less than 153 Christmas boxes were dispatched, and 

400 knitted articles have been forwarded. A very successful tag day 

was held in Edmonton during November and a tidy sum of money 

was received. 

A number of silver teas, all of which were well attended, have 

been held. In addition to the teas and tag day for raising funds, a band 

concert in the Empire Theatre was given on Sunday, Dec. 1st. The 

49th Regimental band supplying orchestral music which was lauded 

by press and public as well as those who actually attended. This 

active, wideawake auxiliary has a membership of seventy-two. 

The interests of each company are well looked after by Mrs. L. T. 

Dawes for Headquarters; Mrs. Marshall Browse for A coy; Mrs. J. J. 

Ower for B coy.; Mrs. A. Sachse, C coy. and for D coy. Mrs. A. 

MacDonald. What thrills and uncontrolled excitement are recalled 

when in the last war parcels from home and especially the packages 

that arrived in time for Christmas were torn open, the contents 

displayed and the eats passed around among immediate friends. 

Parcels Arrive Safely 

On Boxing Day, Mrs. John Michaels, president of the Ladies’ 

Auxiliary, received a cable from England advising of the safe arrival 

of the one hundred and fifty parcels. These parcels were intended for 

any of the boys who would not receive for Christmas a parcel from 

any other source. Each one contained two knitted articles, tobacco 

and cigarette papers, housewife, gum and chocolate bars. Raisins to 

the amount of 300 pounds and 200 pounds of nuts for use on the 

Christmas dinner table also arrived in time. 

More Boxes Have Been Sent 

Six additional crates of knitted articles have recently been 

forwarded by the ladies. Sweaters, sox, helmets, mitts and skull caps 

were included. There has not been sufficient time since they were sent 

for these boxes to arrive but in the opinion of those who were so 

kindly favoured during the last war these articles will be most 

welcome when they are received and distributed. A letter recently 

received from Major George Beaton advised that shipments of 

cigarettes have been arriving regularly and told about how grateful 

the boys were for them. 

Teas Being Held to Raise Funds 

On Sunday, January 12th, at the home of Mrs. John Michaels, 

9823 108th St., a silver tea is being held. 
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The receipts will be used to buy sheet music for the Edmonton 

Regiment band, which, it is understood, was until recently, the only 

band in the whole Canadian Corps. In the last few days, however, 

nine more have been authorized. 

A further effort will be made by the ladies on January 25th, to 

raise funds for additional comforts from the sale of coffee, home 

cooking, etc., at a booth in the stall used for that purpose at the 

Edmonton Market. 

Mrs. E. B. Wilson, wife of Lieut-Col. E. B. Wilson, commanding 

officer of the Edmonton Regiment in England, has recently been 

added to the executive of the ladies’ organization. 

VANCOUVER BRANCH, LADIES’ AUXILIARY 

The Ladies’ Auxiliary B.C. Branch are pleased to report another 

active year under the splendid leadership of Mrs. W. Reeves. We have 

had a very successful Bazaar at the 49th club rooms. Ladies worked 

very hard. Part of this money was spent in war and other social work. 

We are now working for a Christmas tree, which seems to bring 

out both young and old. 

Mrs. Nelson Sr. has been very ill but is recovering (Ike and Bill 

Nelson’s mother). 

We once again wish all 49ers wherever they may be the Season’s 

best wishes. 

JACK MUNDY AGAIN DONS UNIFORM 

Jack Mundy, of Bashaw, Alberta, has again donned the uniform 

and is trilling “sweet” music as of yore. He is now with the 

Headquarters of the Edmonton Fusiliers, C.A.S.F. Jack served 

with “C” Company of “Ours” and was one of the most popular 

boys in the battalion. He is probably at one of the tables in the Mac 

right now. 

DUES PAYABLE 

The annual dues for membership in the association are 50 

cents. This entitles a member to the semiannual issues of the 

magazine, postpaid. Dues can be forwarded to the Corresponding 

Secretary, or to Neville H. Jones or delivered to Earle Hay, Post 

Office Building, Edmonton. Life Membership is $15.00. All the 

work of our association is carried on solely from the subscriptions 

of the members. 
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OUR TASK 

By Harold F. Cruickshank 

How may we best serve them — whom serve we must — 

Brothers and sons, who proudly bear our name—  

A name indelibly inscribed out there 

Wherever sons of Canada won fame? 
 

We men of Hooge, and grim, sere Paschendaele  

Now stand and watch our new, young battle line –  

Men of our blood, our creed, who will not fail  

In duty to our King and cause divine. 
 

How may we best serve them who bear our name,  

Who march beneath the symbol that we bore—  

That proud old regimental symbol: (49)  

Honored throughout the land from shore to shore? 
 

The answer in our conscience we must find— 

That voice which bids us rise again to serve:  

There is a task for those who’re left behind— 

A sacred trust, from which we must not swerve . . . 
 

What of the future — when our sons return? 

Had we not better think of that today? 

What of their future when the torches burn 

And streets are lined with decorations gay? 
 

What then, when all the pomp has sputtered out?  

Have we planned well that they who nobly fought  

May carry on, in sure security . . . ? 

Be it resolved that this must be our thought! 
 

No better service could we ever give— 

Than planning now for those who will return—  

That they, with all the world, might happy live  

Where fires of peace, security and freedom burn. 
 

All ex-servicemen will applaud the idea expressed in Mr. 

Cruickshank’s splendid poem. We cannot begin too soon to impress 

on our legislators and those in places of authority that some suitable 

provision must be made for all returned soldiers. This provision 

should be made for any who are honorably discharged even before 

the war is over. With this end in view our own association is now 

working on ideas to help rehabilitate returning members of the 

Edmonton Regiment (49th), now overseas. 
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In ever living memory of the officers, non-commissioned officers and men 

of the 49th Battalion (Edmonton Regiment) who were killed in action, or died 

of wounds received in Belgium and France during 1914 to 1918, and to those 

who have since passed on mainly due to the ravages of war service. 

“These men were victorious in death”. 
 

C.S.M. GEORGE DANCOCKS, D. COY. 

George Dancocks, 72 one of the original company sergeant 

majors of the 49th, died November 19th, 1940 at Red Deer, the 

funeral being held from St. Luke’s Anglican church, Rev. Noel 

Holmes officiating. Military honours were accorded, Lieut- Col. R. 

C. Lister, officer commanding 78th Battery, R.C.A., leading the 

military parade. Six men with fixed bayonets were the guard of 

honour. 

The late Mr. Dancocks was born in Worcester, Eng. and served in 

different campaigns, being in India in the Black Mountains 

expedition from 1888 to 1894. He served with 21st and 7th Hussars, 

the 16th Lancers and the Queen’s Bays. He also served in the South 

African war with the 5th Regiment of Imperial Yeomanry. He came 

to Canada in 1906 and joined the 49th in January 1915 as C.S.M. of 

D coy. After being invalided out of the service in 1916, he returned 

to Edmonton from England in 1916 and took up residence in Red 

Deer which has been the family home ever since. 

Many of the old timers will remember C.S.M. Dancocks as one to 

whom no one ever went with a just grievance without getting full 

redress, either from him or through him from those in higher 

authority. He did many a good turn for the boys of the company and 

was largely responsible for the very excellent training received by the 

members of “Steady D” under Capt. Justus Wilson, the original 

company commander. He leaves to mourn his loss ten children and 

twenty-six grandchildren. There are five daughters and five sons, one 

of the latter being George Jr. who was also a member of the 49th., 

now residing in Calgary. The sympathy of all 49ers, who knew the 

late Mr. Dancocks, will go out to Mrs. Dancocks and the family in 

their bereavement. 

CAPTAIN ARTHUR EDGAR (SINK) EDWARDS 

Capt. A. E. (Sink) Edwards, No. 432181, of the 49th Bn. and also 

the Alberta Dragoons, passed away at his home at Stony Lake, 

Alberta, Saturday, August 24th, 1940, aged 51 years. Capt. Edwards 

was one of the original group of signallers and later became sergeant. 

He was given his commission in the battalion for his efficient service, 

and returned from the cadet course before the Passchendaele show. 

Sink was well liked by all of his comrades as a good soldier and 

friend. Interment took place Monday afternoon. August 26th, at 2:30 

at the Elk Point Cemetery. Our deepest sympathy is extended to the 

bereaved. 

DAVID HOLLOWAY 

David Holloway, of Lacombe, passed away in an Edmonton 

hospital on August 15th. The funeral was held on Saturday, August 

17th at Foster and McGarvey’s chapel. Rev. L. D. Batchelor 

officiated. 

Interment was made in the Soldiers’ plot in Edmonton. David was 

an old timer in Lacombe district. He enlisted there with the 138th on 

Jan. 14th, 1916. No. 811749. Joined 49th in the spring, 1917. Later 

the same year was evacuated with concussion, and sent back to 

Canada, were he received his discharge March 1918. The pallbearers 

were supplied by the association and the Can. Legion. 

CAPT. ISAAC JOHN MOONEY, M.C. 

Capt. Isaac John Mooney, 60, died in a military hospital at 

Toronto during the month of August 1940. He was 23 years in the 

Canadian Permanent Forces and in 1915 transferred to the Royal 

Canadian Ordnance Corps. He was later transferred to the 49th Bn. 

and during his service was awarded the M.C. and was mentioned in 

dispatches. 

HARVEY UMBACH 

Harvey Umbach, No. 101728, 52 years, passed away at the Pouce 

Coupe Community Hospital September 9th, 1940. He was a very 

active member of the local branch of the Canadian Legion. He served 

along with his brother in D coy. and was wounded at Avion. L. 

Umbach was also wounded a few months later at Passchendaele. 

Services were held at the Pouce Coupe United Church. His mother 

father, and a brother and sister reside at Stony Plain, and another 

sister, Mrs. Griffin, lives at Brownvale, Alta. 

C COMPANY MAN PASSES 

George Broadbent who farmed west of the Country club at 

Graminia, died July 21st, 1940. and was buried in the Soldiers’ plot, 

Edmonton cemetery. Pallbearers and bugler were supplied by the 

Canadian Legion. J. W. H. Williams and F. T. Pinnell represented the 

association. C.S.M. Bob Whyte and several members of his company 

were present to pay their last respects. George enlisted in the 66th 

November 25th, 1915. Reg. No. 101601. Joined the 49th June 11th, 

1916. Wounded, August 5th, 1916, rejoined the battalion shortly after 

and served until returned to England, March 4th, 1919. 

SON OF MAJOR J. H. DALLAMORE KILLED IN ACTION 

Squadron Leader John Walter Dallamore, 27, of the Royal Air 

Force was killed in action in Egypt - Dallamore is a son of Major and 

Mrs. J. H. Dallamore, 10343 149th Street, and his widow is a 

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. H. P. Reid, 10318 123rd Street. She went 

to Egypt for their marriage last April 4th. He was born in Edmonton 

and graduated in mining engineering from the University of Alberta. 

His father, who served in “A” Company of the 49th, received word 

he was killed on Wednesday, October 2nd. Our members feel deeply 

the sad loss sustained by our friends. 

“JOCK” SMITH OF “B” COMPANY LOSES MOTHER 

The funeral service of Mrs. Jessie Hill Smith, 10625 80th Avenue, 

who passed away at her home, Wednesday, September 25th, at the 

age of 87 years, was held Saturday, September 28th at 2:30 o’clock 

at Knox United church. Rev. Dr. Geo A Macdonald officiated, 

assisted by Rev. W. T Young Interment took place in the Mount 

Pleasant cemetery. She is survived by two daughters, Mrs. G. L. 

Gothard, Wetaskiwin, Alberta. Mrs. W. J. Peters, Fort George, B.C., 

four sons, John, Thomas, James, Edmonton, and Duncan, Greenock, 

Scotland. Our sympathy is extended to our comrades. 
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Private Lawrence Allen, 28, of the Edmonton Regiment, C.A.S.F., 

listed as a casualty in an official list from Ottawa, died last August in 

England from blood poisoning. The former Ranfurly mechanic was 

born in Innisfree and his parents Mr. and Mrs. Sam Allen reside 

there. Others surviving are his widow and one child at Ranfurly; a 

brother at Westlock; a sister at Franchere and another sister at 

Burlington, Ont. Mr. Sam Allen served with “A” company, 49th (see 

Wandering Boy). We all sympathize in the unfortunate death of 

young Allen. 

 
MOTHER OF FORTY-NINERS DEAD 

Mrs. P. Ockenden, late of Edmonton, who has made her home in 

Victoria for the past ten years died at the Coast city, Friday, August 

23rd. Funeral services were held in Victoria. She is survived by her 

husband, seven sons of whom four served in the last war; F. S. and E. 

F. Ockenden of Edmonton, Charles of Victoria, Bert of Vancouver, 

Ray of Lloydminster, Victor of Calgary and Will, of Auburn, N. Y. 

and one daughter, Mrs. D. Carlson, of Claresholm, Alberta. 

 
BARNEY MORRISON LOSES BROTHER 

Norman Morrison, brother of Barney, passed away at Calgary 

Nov. 30th, 1940, age 51 years. He enlisted in the P.P.C.L.I. August 

1914 but was sent to hospital. Upon discharge he was transferred to 

the 30th Bn. Vancouver and later transferred to 48th Highlanders, 

15th Bn. Wounded at the Orchard, Festubert, May 19th, 1915. 

Returned to Canada, Oct. 1916 and was discharged. Joined the Alta. 

Provincial Police force, later on going to the staff of Pensions and 

National Health. Funeral took place at Calgary. He leaves besides his 

wife and son Robert; two sisters in Edmonton; 3 brothers in Ed-

monton and one in Winnipeg. 

The members extend their sympathy to the bereaved. 

“JOCK” SMITH’S WIFE PASSES AWAY 

The funeral services of Mrs. Annie Noble (Jock) Smith, 9104-77 

Ave. who passed away in the city Friday, December 5th, aged 60 

years, was held Tuesday, December 10th at 2:30 o’clock at Knox 

United church. Rev. W. T. Young officiated. Interment took place in 

the Mount Pleasant cemetery. The pall bearers were: Messrs R. 

Dinwoodie, J. Johnson, G. L. Gothard, G. Scott, A. Neale and S. 

McCardia. She is survived by her husband, two sons, John and 

Robert, both of Calgary, and two sisters, Mrs. R. Johnson and Mrs. 

R. Dinwoodie, both of Edmonton: also five grandchildren. The 

association was represented at the funeral by R. Law, J. Smith and N. 

Arnold. 
 

MRS. P. G. P. PILKIE PASSES AT VERMILION 

Aged mother of Frank Pilkie, old timer of the 49th, Mrs. P. G. P. 

Pilkie, of Vermilion, passed away on November 14th in her 87th year, 

after a most useful life. Her husband in his 91st year survives, also a 

daughter, Mrs. G. L. Hudson of Edmonton, and three sons, Albert of 

Winnipeg, and Willie and Frank of Vermillion. The late Mrs. Pilkie 

was a gifted singer and artist and during her younger years performed 

in duet with Harold Jarvis in Massey Hall, Toronto, and other large 

centres. The bearers at the funeral were her three sons and her 

grandson, William. Sympathy is extended to those who are left to 

mourn her loss, and especially to Frank and Mrs. Hudson,, whose 

husband, George, also served with the 49th. 
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CHARLES M. DEVANEY, M.M. 

Editor’s Note: We are pleased to publish the following eulogy of 

our late friend Charles, as typifying all the splendid characters with 

whom it was the privilege of our members to have served in the 

several companies. 

The writer wishes to remain anonymous, but is one of a party of 

comrades to which Charles belonged, who ever since the last war 

have gathered together on all important battalion anniversaries to 

hold communion with the ghosts of the past and the flesh of the 

present. 

As the years roll by the ranks of the old Battalion thin, as is 

inevitable, but in the passing of Charlie Devaney last summer, so 

many of us lost something that seemed a part of ourselves that we 

have been asked to put something on the record; less by way of tribute 

than for those who come after. 

From Edmonton to Mons we had him with us, and once we had 

plumbed that depth which is the first requisite of all great characters, 

we found in Charlie a never-ending source of delight. Whether in an 

argument on high politics, a little game of “draw”, or a session of 

bridge his keen sense of the fine and vital points of the game, his 

seriousness when required, or the blank faced innocence with which 

he would run a “sandy” on the troops were a treat. His sturdy 

character and high sense of duty were ever in action when required, 

whether in the Hell Hole of Hooge with us on post, as a stretcher 

bearer at Ypres and the Somme, or as postman for D coy. when he 

showed what effort and brains could do to get our mail to us no matter 

whether we were in “Hell or Dublin City”, and many next of kin were 

informed of casualties by Charlie long before the record office could 

function. 

His physical prowess was a marvel. When big husky men failed, 

Charlie was still there, and his dogged determination was never better 

displayed than when, on more than one occasion D coy. played H.Q. 

coy. for the Battalion championship at football, when Gregory, the 

racehorse at outside right would be facing Charlie at left half. When 

Gregory got the ball — which was often — you could see the set face, 

the head go down, fists clenched, and Charlie would charge like a bull 

terrier. It was seldom he failed. 

Wise too, as few have wisdom; when, in quiet conversation on 

some knotty personal problem the seeker after advice would wait 

while the “putt, putt” of the pipe continued, then the flicker of the 

eyelids, and in that slow hesitant way of his he would pronounce his 

verdict. We never found him wrong. 

Of his exploits, two will serve, one when he escaped a “D.C.M.” 

and the other for which he was awarded the M.M. — not a ration one. 

First trip on the Somme September 15th — orders were that 

stretcher bearers must keep up with platoons to objective. When 

advancing in line of column of platoons over the ridge, the men were 

falling so fast that Charlie simply could not resist falling out ,and was 

kept busy at it all the way up to the reserve trench where he was 

commandeered by the Pats and when he finally got through, morning 

of the 17th, the 49th had gone out. Sgt. Downton got on his high 

horse, and threatened court martial, but it blew over. It was on this 

first night of the 15th that Charlie came across Sydney Martin sitting 

in a shell hole holding the arteries of a smashed leg with his hands. 

Although a S B himself he could not let go long enough to take out 

bandages to tie himself up. He had been there for hours. Sydney lost 

the leg; but today with one foot, he thunders away on the organ in a 

Quebec church. A staunch friend of Charlies’, Sydney learned to 

swear in the 49th, but not from Charlie. 

October 8th Regina Trench, Charlie found himself with Sergt.-

Major Downton and several others in a hole or part trench on the left 

of the coy when we failed at the wire. Many wounded were packed 

in and fixed up by Charlie, and as they could see the rest of the coy. 

strung along the slope in shell holes, it was necessary to inform 

Battalion H.Q. of the mess. Charlie took the message, and as he broke 

cover and made over the open as fast as he could go, several of the 

enemy rose waist high from Regina to pot at him, but Charlie got 

through and his message, along with the urgings of Mr. Boyle of A 

coy, saved the rest of the brigade from being sacrificed in an abortive 

second attack. Later Charlie returned to Downton and helped get the 

wounded out that night. For this day he was awarded the M.M. The 

citation we have not seen; these are the facts. 

“The finger writes and having writ moves on, nor all your tears” 

And who would wish it otherwise. 

Treasure on earth hath no man like the knowledge and friendship 

of true staunch men, and we dare record Charlie as one of them. 
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49TH OFFICER KILLED IN ACTION: MOTHER FOLLOWS 

ACTIVITIES OF ASSOCIATION 

Mrs. Williams of Toronto Writes to Send Cigarettes to 49ers in 

England - Magazine Serves as Medium 

to Help Keep Touch with Activities of Regiment  

 

Major A. P. Chattell,  

10520 126 Street. 

Edmonton, Alberta. 

Dear Major Chattell: 

You will remember I am sure, Lieut. Welland G. Williams, who 

was M.G.O. with the 49th in France and was killed on the night of 

April 24th, 1917. I am his Mother, and you wrote me at the time as 

you were in the party of Officers with him, on the Douai Plain, that 

same night. 

Since then I have been able to follow the activities of the 49th 

through the medium of the “Forty Niner” which comes to me 

regularly twice a year. I did hear from the late Col. C. Y. Weaver 

occasionally until his death and also from Rev. F. L. Stephenson and 

Dr. H. C. Wallace every Christmas. Senator Griesbach has visited our 

town several times and never fails to get in touch with me when here, 

so I feel that I have never lost touch with the Regiment completely 

and I am deeply grateful to those who send me the magazine so 

regularly. 

Now I would like so much to send some little Christmas token to 

the Officers and men of the new Edmonton Regiment, in memory of 

the boy who was so proud of his old Battalion. I noticed that the 

“Sweet Caps” tobacco people are offering 1000 cigarettes for $2.50, 

so I presume that $5.00 will procure at least 2000, so I am sending 

you a Postal Order for that amount. Is it too much to ask you to send 

the order forward as you will be well posted in all the particulars of 

the proper military address. 

I notice that you have a son in the Air Force in Toronto. Had he 

been in the Artillery I should certainly have got in touch with him, as 

the big Military Artillery Camp is very close to us at Petawawa. 

I have two sons in the forces now — Major Murray D. Williams 

who enlisted in ’17 and went into Germany with the Army of 

Occupation, and now at Headquarters Staff at Kingston, and my 

youngest boy, who is a Sergeant Major in the 42nd Lanark and 

Renfrew, and taking an officers Training course also. So you can 

understand how all the Canadian soldiers are very close to my heart, 

and particularly those of the Edmonton Regiment, the 49th. Trusting 

that I have not asked too much and with the heartiest greetings to all 

of the Edmonton Regiment, — old and new. 

I am, yours sincerely, 

“Retta C. Williams”. 

PASSES INTELLIGENCE OFFICERS’ TEST 

Lieut. C. M. Devaney, Intelligence officer of the active service, 

Edmonton Fusiliers, returned to the city Wednesday, Dec. 18th, from 

Kingston, where he has been taking a special intelligence officer’s 

course for a month at the Royal Military College. Lieut. Devaney is 

the son of the late Charles Devaney, who served in D coy. of the old 

battalion. 
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