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Number Twenty-Eight                                           EDMONTON, ALBERTA                                                  January 1939 
 

 

EDITORIAL 
Men of our generation were brought up to think and speak 

about the British Empire as all that part of the earth’s surface over 

which the Union Jack flies and over which the King reigns. Since 

the passing of the Statute of Westminster we have to revise our 

views and nomenclature. Under that Statute a new entity came 

into existence, namely: The British Commonwealth of Nations — 

consisting of five constituent parts, the United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Northern Ireland, Canada, Australia, New Zealand 

and South Africa. The Irish Free State or Eire is either in or out of 

the Commonwealth depending pretty much upon how Mr. De 

Valera happens to feel that day. These constituent parts are 

declared to be free equal and sovereign, bound together by a 

common allegiance to a common Sovereign and not subject one 

to another in any aspect of their external or internal affairs. 

Collectively they are referred to as the British Commonwealth of 

Nations. 

Now the British Empire is another entity. It consists of the 

United Kingdom and Northern Ireland plus India, Newfoundland 

and all the other colonies and dependencies scattered all over the 

world and in various stages of political development. You will 

observe that the United Kingdom and Northern Ireland appears in 

both the Commonwealth and in the Empire. In the 

Commonwealth she is equal, free and sovereign with the other 

constituent parts. In the Empire she is paramount and all parts of 

the Empire are subordinate to her. All this constitutes a first class 

headache for the constitutional lawyer and foreigners cannot 

make head or tail of it but it is logical enough if one studies our 

history and realizes how things have moved forward in our own 

lifetime and especially so if we look forward a bit into the future. 

For instance Kenya, North and South Rhodesia and Tanganyika 

may some day have the necessary population, communications 

and wealth to form a self-governing Dominion. When that day 

comes an Imperial Statute conferring independence, equality and 

sovereignty will be passed and these new dominions will move 

out of the Empire into the Commonwealth. Someday India may 

attain to Dominion status. She too will pass out of the Empire into 

the Commonwealth. After all this is a very natural process and 

exactly parallels the family life of our people. The sons and 

daughters grow up and set up families of their own. They are free, 

equal and masters of their destinies and are not subordinate in any 

aspect of their relations to each other. They are however bound 

together by certain common ties and mutual interests and by 

natural love and affection. This emergence of new states within 

the Commonwealth also emphasizes the principle of trusteeship 

which the mother nation of Great Britain has manifested with 

respect to our migrating children and all those races and people 

who have fallen under her sway. 

Is this not a real League of Nations and is it wholly beyond all 

reasonable speculation that other nations now outside the family 

may find it in their interests and ours as well to join with us in this 

Commonwealth to establish in this war-weary and war-threatened 

world the rule of law and justice and common decency. Here this 

article might well end but something more must be said. 

It would be foolish to think that Germany, Italy and Japan, not 

to mention others, acquiesce in the existence either of the Empire 

of the Commonwealth or in the principles for which they stand or 

in their possession of their great estates so empty of population so 

rich in natural resources, so promising in actual or potential 

markets. Since these nations have openly adopted the principle of 

war as an instrument of national policy, we have fair warning of 

what is in store for us in the not distant future. 

It would be equally foolish to think that in this present day 

world our good intentions, our democratic institutions or our 

attachment to peace and the rule of law will safeguard us against 

the dictatorial powers. All history tells us that justice and right 

must be supported by adequate force. We know instinctively that 

what faces us is a fight for our lives and our survival. We know 

instinctively that no great thing was ever accomplished without 

blood and tears and sacrifice. It is incumbent upon us first that we 

accept without reservation the conception of a united 

Commonwealth and agree to stand shoulder to shoulder, each for 

all and all for each. In this way only can we weather the storm. 

MAGAZINES, CARDS, ETC., RETURNED 

Members of the association and others receiving copies of the 

Forty-Niner through the mail would save needless expense and 

labour by keeping us acquainted with any change of address. 

Thank you. 
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OPERATIONS AT ARRAS - CAMBRAI — AUG. 26-27-28, 1918 

 
The following item is taken from the Edmonton Bulletin of August 

25th, 1928; ten years after the event. 

It gives a general account of the action and also a brief summary of 

the different companies’ part in the attack, forming a good lead-up to the 

official and personal accounts which follow. 

At 3 a.m. on August 26, 1918, the battle of Arras-Cambrai 

commenced, a battle which for importance of strategical and territorial 

gains and losses inflicted on the enemy, had few if any parallels in the 

Great War. It was one of the most bitterly fought battles in a war which 

for terrible fighting surpassed any in history. The battle was waged on 

behalf of the Allied nations with the Canadian corps, “Foch’s Pets,” as 

the spearhead of the attack, launching wave upon wave of men at the 

stubbornly fighting but ever-retreating Germans. 

In the forefront of the battle was the 49th Battalion, the Edmonton 

Regiment, as ever upholding the honor of Edmonton and Northern 

Alberta and covering itself with imperishable glory. 

Events leading up to this battle which culminated with the capture, of 

Cambrai by the 3rd Canadian Division on the morning of Oct. 9 moved 

rapidly. 

Began Retirement 

Due to the severe reverses on the Marne and consequent upon the 

battle of Amiens, in which the main attack had been delivered by the 

Canadian corps and the line penetrated to an extent of more than 22,000 

yards on a 10,000 yard frontage, the German army, under pressure began 

to show signs of retirement on August 25. An evacuation of the Lys 

salient, north of Lens, was commenced on this date. These withdrawals 

aided the Allies to regain portions of the ground lost during the earlier 

part of the year, but what was more important, the fact was indelibly 

impressed upon the Germans that they were gradually going back whence 

they came. However, one thing was significant; in all these retirements 

the Germans had not gone beyond the Hindenburg line, which system 

was entirely intact, and the higher command firmly hoped that behind 

this powerfully organized and built line the retreating armies could be re-

organized and established for the winter. 

The battle of Arras-Cambrai blasted this hope, for by breaching the 

famous Drocourt-Queant line, the most powerfully constructed defensive 

line in all military history, the Canadian corps delivered a blow to the 

German army from which it never recovered and which was of paramount 

and vital importance in bringing hostilities to a rapid termination on 

November 11. 

It would be inconceivable, if it were not a fact, that this, one of the 

greatest battles and military triumphs in history, was undertaken and 

prepared on three days’ notice. Impossible? Perhaps for most troops, but 

not for the Canadian corps, which had achieved the “impossible” on 

numerous occasions before. The organization and efficiency of the Can-

adian corps had reached such a high plane that one of its greatest 

achievements came about on this short-notice preparation, thus 

confirming more than ever the individual bravery and unsurpassed strik-

ing power of the lads from the Dominion. 

Right of the Line 

On August 22, Gen. Sir Arthur Currie, G.O.C. Corps, received word 

that the Canadian corps, as the right of the First British army, was to 

attack eastward astride the Arras-Cambrai road and by piercing the 

impregnable Drocourt-Queant line to break the hinge of the Hindenburg 

line and prevent the enemy from rallying behind it. 

The battle of Amiens was just being broken off, and many of the 

Canadian troops were still in action on that front, and there remained 

barely 48 hours in which to transfer the fighting forces north to the new 

battle area and prepare to “go over.” 

One thing was in the Canadian’s favor, the area was familiar. The 

previous month an impression was created that an attack was to be made 

on Orange Hill and a detailed knowledge of the ground, trench systems, 

and light railways, had been acquired. The area lent itself to strong 

defensive tactics, being composed of a succession of bridges, rivers 

canals and ridges which formed a natural series of defences. In addition 

to the natural barriers, the Germans had fortified the positions with every 

device known to modern military engineering. 

Four main systems of defence, supplemented by subsidiary switches, 

strong-points and less organized but by no means weak intermediate lines 

of trenches made the series of positions, about to be attacked, one of the 

most formidable on the whole front. 

In addition to the above and before the assault on the German 

positions east of Monchy-le-Preux could be undertaken, it was necessary 

to capture the well-organized British defences lost in the German advance 

of March, 1918, and which were intact to a depth of about 5,500 yards, 

and which were dominated by the heights of Monchy from which point 

the Germans were enjoying superior observation. 

German’s Pivot 

These positions formed the pivot of the movements of the German 

Army to the south and the security of the army to the north depended 

entirely upon their retention. Consequently, there was little doubt that the 

enemy was alert and had made ample provision to counter any attack that 

might be delivered. Furthermore, there could be no element of surprise 

about the attack other than the actual hour at which the attack was to be 

launched on account of the high ground occupied by the Germans, giving 

them the advantage in observation. 

Therefore, hard and continuous fighting was expected and one of the 

main points in the success of the battle was to be the ability to keep attack 

following attack in short order. 

It was decided that the fighting would be done with two divisions in 

the line, each on a two brigade front, thus enabling each division to carry 

on the battle for three successive days, the other two divisions to be held 

in Corps reserve, resting and fitting after each relief. Owing to exigencies 

of the situation this plan could not always be adhered to but was so far as 

possible. 

The battle commenced on August 26, and the first phase was 

completed on the 28.
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"JUST SNIFF AT THE LOVELY STEW” 
“A” Company Cooks and Kitchen 

 
Left to Right B.E.G. Bert Clibbery 432331, died of ’Flu after Armistice; Warburton, B. 433047;______; E.F. Norster 433035; C. H. 

Bunkum 432435, Edmonton. 
The Christmas Dinners on legs in the foreground are strolling around with a “san fairy ann” air, but if they knew anything of “A” company’s scrounging 

reputation they would fly for the trees or the barn and “hide their heads under their wings poor things.” Poor old Bert’s eyes seem to be on the big gobbler. 

 
The initial assault was delivered by the 2nd Canadian Division on the 

right and the 3rd Canadian Division on the left. The first day’s objectives 

were to be as follows: The 2nd Division was to attack and capture Chapel 

Hill, and then work south through the old British support system and join up 

with troops on the right on the northern end of Wancourt Spur, thus encircling 

the enemy’s troops in the forward area toward Neuville Vitasse, At the same 

time the division was to press forward and capture the southern portion of the 

Monchy heights. 

The 3rd Division was to capture Orange Hill, then Monchy-Preux and 

exploit this success as far east as possible. 

Took Enemy Behind 

In assembling for the attack the troops took full advantage of the restricted 

visibility produced by moonlight and passed through the enemy’s machine 

gun defences by the infiltration process, and by dawn were in a position to 

launch a surprise attack on the German defences on the eastern slopes of 

Orange Hill. Many troops were floated down the Scarpe river in boats and 

rafts and landed behind the unsuspecting enemy to take him in reverse. 

The initial assault was supported by 17 brigades of field and nine brigades 

of heavy artillery in addition to the long-range guns of the army artillery. 

At 3 a.m. the artillery commenced its barrage which was brief but 

intensive, The infantry then “went over” and after a brilliant encircling or 

enveloping movement, the success of which was due to the far-thrusting out 

of the left flank the night before, the 8th Brigade Canadian Mounted Rifles 

captured both Orange Hill and Monchy-le-Preux. 

Guenmappe, Wancourt Tower and the top of Heninel Ridge fell before 

the assualt of the 2nd Division. The defenders of the last-mentioned feature 

fought doggedly, but eventually succumbed to a determined attack by the 6th 

brigade, delivered behind an extemporized artillery barrage. 

The battle was continued on the 27. The 2nd Division encountered 

stubborn resistance but crossed the Sensee river after capturing Cherisy and 

Vis-en-Artois. On the 28 the 2nd Division faced fearful odds in attacking the 

Presnes-Rouvroy line, the possession of which was of vital importance to the 

success of a future operation. The wire was found to be uncut, but the 5th 

Brigade penetrated it at several points and captured the entire objective. 

On the 27 the 3rd Division found heavy opposition in its path, but 

succeeded in capturing Bois- du-Vart, Bois-du-Sart, and reached the outskirts 

of Haucourt, Remy, Boiry Notre Dame and Pelves. On the 28th the 3rd 

division continued the assault and captured the Fresnes-Rouvroy line from 

the Sensee river north of Boiry Notre Dame, and obtained possession of that 

village, Jigshaw Wood and Pelves. 
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Storm Troops Rushed 

In the three days of fighting the enemy fought stubbornly and well. 

Many counter attacks were delivered, and many reserve troops and gun 

reinforcements were rushed up and thrown recklessly into the fray. Storm 

troops were rushed up in motor lorries while hostile field batteries sited 

in the open, fired at point-blank range, the gun crews displaying 

remarkable courage and tenacity in facing the rush of the Canadian 

troops. Many of the personnel remained until destroyed by Canadian 

machine gunners. 

The first phase of the Battle of Arras-Cambrai was not easy. The great 

obstacles to be overcome, together with the determined resistance of the 

enemy to resist any effort to dislodge him, made the task of the Canadian 

Corps extremely difficult. Subjected to heavy machine gun fire from the 

front and both flanks, the Canadians suffered many casualties which they 

bore with the utmost fortitude. They won by their dash and strategy and 

superior fighting qualities. 

Throughout the three days the 49th Battalion was actively engaged, 

Col. C. Y. Weaver, D.S.O., was in command. 

At 7 p. m. on August 25th the battalion moved from the billets at 

Amien-St Aubin to its assembly area, which was reached at 9:30. 

At 6:40 a.m. on August 26 the battalion moved to its forward 

assembly area to the West of Orange Hill. 

For the 7th Brigade of the Third division the attacking battalions were 

the Royal Canadian regiment on the right and the Princess Patricia’s Can-

adian Light Infantry on the left. The 42nd Royal Highlanders of Canada 

were in support on the right and the 49th in support on the left. The 49th 

moved forward about 800 to 1,000 yards to the rear of the Princess Pats. 

“B” company, under Lieut. C. A. Martin, M.M., was on the right; “C” 

company, under Lieut. V. I. Mooney, was on the left while “A” company 

under Lieut. C. K. Flint, was in support and “D” company, under Capt. J. 

McQueen was in battalion reserve. 

Light Losses 

The battalion moved forward with companies in lines of shallow 

columns and suffered light losses at first. At 12 noon “B” and “C” 

companies took up a position on the left flank of the Princess Pats. Here 

the battalion came under heavy shell and machine gun fire. Lieut. Martin 

was wounded, and Lieut. F. Pope took over command of “B” company. 

“B” and “C” companies were subjected to heavy shelling from Pelves. 

Artillery retaliation was given on Pelves. 

Lieut. Pope was killed, and Lieut. Walter took over command of “B” 

company. Lieut. Lumsden, who had been liaison officer from the 49th to 

the Pats, then took over command of “B” company. During the whole 

afternoon and evening the enemy shelled heavily and one “B” company 

platoon lost 70 per cent of its strength. Trench mortars were active on the 

left. 

“D” company was ordered successively to supply parties of 50 and 

48 men as stretcher bearers and munition party to the Pats. 

At 11 p.m. on Aug. 27 the battalion was notified that it would take 

Pelves on the-morning of the 28. Company commanders of “D” and “C” 

were called and given their tasks. All points were discussed, and it was 

decided to bomb down German trenches in a northerly direction from the 

left flank of the 

Pats with two platoons of “D” company subsequently making a 

frontal attack on Pelves village. The positions were to be bombarded 

during the night. 

The barrage opened on Pelves at 5:40 a.m. and continued for 30 

minutes. “D” company met with little resistance in the forward trenches, 

but heavy machine gun and rifle fire was coming from Pelves, Kit and 

Hat trenches, and the northern bank of the Scarpe. 

By 6:30 a.m. all objectives had been gained and “D” and “C” 

companies had established a liaison, both companies pushed forward into 

Kit and Hat trenches. Progress overland was difficult owing to the 

intensity of enemy fire of all descriptions. Kit and Hat trenches were 

heavily fortified. 

By 10:30 a.m. the battalion had bombed down Belt trench into Kit 

and Hat and had destroyed the entire garrison with the exception of 60 

prisoners who gave themselves up. 

At 1 a.m. the Germans delivered a massed counterattack on the 

battalion, but the 49ers went up over the parapet at them and beat them 

off with sanguinary losses. “C” company was reinforced by a platoon 

from “B” company carrying up bombs and small arms ammunition. “C” 

company suffered about 25 per cent casualties, but the possession of the 

ground gained made possible the securing of Jigsaw Wood on the right. 

The battalion pressed forward a little more and early the next morning 

was relieved. 

In the three day’s fighting imperishable glory was won. Captures by 

the 49th alone totaled much valuable ground, 15 trench mortars, five light 

trench mortars, one medium trench mortar, three anti-tank rifles, and 84 

prisoners, besides unestimated losses inflicted on the enemy. The 

battalion suffered two officers killed and four wounded and 11 other 

ranks killed and 61 wounded. 

The morale of the battalion was never higher and the whole operation 

had been carried through without a hitch. 

VERY SECRET   3rd Canadian Division 

G 861. 

T. INSTRUCTIONS No. 1 

1. The 3rd Canadian Division will attack the enemy’s position 

between the ARRAS-CAMBRAI Road and the SCARPE River at a date 

and hour to be notified later. 

The 2nd Canadian Division will be attacking on the right., the 51st 

Highland Division will co-operate on the North of the SCARPE River 

but will not be attacking. 
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2. ALLOTMENT OF TROOPS. 

The attack of the 3rd Canadian Division will be carried out by the 8th 

Canadian Inf. Bde. The 7th Canadian Inf. Bde. will have 2 battalions located 

East of the ARRAS Road to support the 8th Canadian Inf. Bde. if required. 

Representatives of these two Battalions will report at Divisional Advanced 

Headquarters at Zero hour. 

Objectives and Boundaries will be shown on Map “A” (issued to 8th 

Canadian Inf. Bde. today.) 

3. SURPRISE AND SECRECY. 

The attack will be a surprise attack under a rolling barrage. There will be no 

preliminary bombardment. 

4. TASKS. 

(a) The 8th Canadian Inf. Bde. will capture the GREEN line. The 

attack will consist of a main attack along the Southern Bank of the 

SCARPE River with the object of turning the enemy trench 

systems from the North, and a subsidiary attack North of the 

CAMBRAI Road. 

(b) If the attack is successful, the GREEN line will be consolidated in 

depth. 

(c) As soon as the barrage goes forward from the GREEN line Patrols 

will push and endeavour to gain the RED dotted line. 

If the RED dotted line is gained the 8th Canadian Inf. Bde. will be prepared 

to reinforce it and exploit further if ordered. 

5. RESERVES. 

The 7th Canadian Inf. Bde. (less two Battalions) and the 9th Canadian Inf. 

Bde. will be in Divisional reserve and be ready to move at half an hour’s 

notice after Zero hour. 

6. ARTILLERY. 

(a) There will be no preliminary bombardment, the advance will be by 

a creeping barrage of Field and Heavy Artillery. A certain 

proportion of Heavy Artillery will also concentrate on selected 

targets and counter-battery work. 

(b) The Artillery covering the 3rd Canadian Division front will be as 

follows:— 

3rd C.D.A. 

52nd Army Bde. R.F.A. 

26th Army Bde. R.F.A. 

3 Brigades at present under 51st Divisional Arty. 

HEAVY ARTILLERY. 

50th Bde., R.G.A. 

19th Bde., R.G.A 

The rate of the barrage South of H.28.C. central will be 100 yds. for every 

4 minutes, — North of 28.C. central it will be 10 yds. every 3 minutes. 
 

 

A protective barrage will be maintained on the GREEN line until Zero plus 

at which time the barrage will creep forward to the RED dotted line to enable 

Patrols to push out. 

7. MACHINE GUNS. 

(a) One Battery, 3rd Bn., C.M.G.C. will be allotted to 8th Canadian 

Inf. Bde. for consolidation. 

(b) Remainder of 3rd Bn., C.M.G.C. will be employed on barrage 

work to cover the advance and to move forward later for 

consolidation under orders to be issued by D.M.G.C. 

(c) D.M.G.C. will arrange for one or more Batteries to operate on the 

North of the SCARPE River to cover the advance with flanking 

fire. 

8. TANKS. 

No Tanks are available for the operation. 

9. 3rd BDGE. C.E. 

C.R.E. will arrange to open and maintain the following routes: — 

(a) The ARRAS-CAMBRAI Road. 

(b) The PELVES Road (G.30.C. to H.28.C.) 

(c) The BLANGY-FEUCHY Road. 

C.R.E. will also arrange direct with C.R.A. for Engineer parties (if required) 

to fill in Trenches or make bridges to assist artillery to go forward after zero. 

10. LIAISON. 

C.R.A. and O.C., Heavy Artillery Group will arrange for usual liaison officers 

with H.Q. 8th Canadian Inf. Bde. and Battalions of 8th Canadian Inf. Bde. 

11. Divisional Advanced Headquarters will be in LONDON CAVE 

G.29 central at and after 4:00 p.m. 24th of August. 

(sgd.) M. Hoare Ruthven, Lt. Col., General Staff. 

3rd Canadian Division.  

7th Canadian Infantry Brigade. 

B. M. B. 30/5. 

R.C.R. 

P.P.C.L.I. 

42nd Canadian Bn. 

49th Canadian Bn. 

7th Canadian T. M. Bty. 

Reference para. 2 of above letter. 

The R.C.R. and P.P.C.L.I. will be located East of the ARRAS Road to 

support the 8th Canadian Inf. Bde. if required. 

Please acknowledge. 

A. G. STYLES, Major. 

Brigade Major,  

7th Canadian Infantry Bde.  

24-8-18. 

s 

 
7the Canadian Infantry Brigade    SECRET 

Operation Order No. 167    Copy No. 13 

25-8-18. 

“T” INSTRUCTION No. 1. 

Ref. Map. 

CAMBRAI ROAD — 1/20,000. 

1. (a) The 3rd Canadian Division in co-operation with the 2nd Canadian 

Division on the right and the 51st Highland Division on the left will 

attack the enemy’s positions EAST of ARRAS on the 26th August at 

a time to be notified later. 

(b) The 51st Highland Division will have no definite objective but will 

be ready to exploit any success South of the SCARPE by pushing 

patrols out along the NORTH Bank with a view to gaining MOUNT 

PLEASANT. 
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2. THE RIGHT BOUNDARY of the Division will be as follows: 

ARRAS-CAMBRAI ROAD (inclusive to 3rd Canadian Division), as 

far as N.3.b.0.4, thence along track, (inclusive to 3rd Canadian 

Division), to junction with DAGGER TRENCH. N.4.a.6.5., N. 5 

c.6.7., N.6.C.8.I. VINE TRENCH and VINE AVENUE (both inclusive 

to 3rd Canadian Division) to O.3.C.O.O., and thence due EAST. 

THE LEFT BOUNDARY. 

The River SCARPE. 

3. The 8th Canadian Infantry Brigade will capture the first objective 

(GREEN LINE) and the second objective (RED DOTTED LINE, 

and will then exploit EASTWARD and capture MONCHY, 

(Objectives shown on SECRET MAP “A” issued to all 

concerned). 

4. The 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade will advance through the 8th 

Canadian Infantry Brigade and exploit EASTWARD as far as a 

line from BOIRY NOTRE-DAME, Northwards to river 

SCARPE, refusing the left flank in so doing. 

5. RESERVES. 

The 9th Canadian Infantry Brigade will be in Divisional Reserve. 

6. DISPOSITION — 7th Canadian Infantry Bde. 

The Brigade will attack on a two-battalion frontage with a special force 

detailed to protect the left flank. 

Tasks and Boundaries as follows: —  

(a) The R. C. R. 

I. Will in turn make good —  

(a) The trench system in 0.2. 

(b) B. du SART. 

(c) BOIRY—NOTRE DAME. 

II. Boundaries. 

Right—Divisional SOUTH Boundary. 

Left—Grid line running EAST and WEST between O. and I. 

(b) The P.P.C.L.I. 

I. Will in turn make good: — 

(a) The trench system in 1.32. 

(b) NORTH side of B. du SART. 

(c) JIGSAW WOOD. 

II. RIGHT Boundary GRID LINE, running EAST-WEST between “I” 

and “O”. 

II. LEFT Boundary GRID LINE, running WEST between 1.31 and 

1.25. 

III. THE 49th CANADIAN BATT. (E.R.) 

Will detail two Companies to act in conjunction with the 

P.P.C.L.I. and refuse the left flank of the Brigade. The Battalion, 

less two Companies, will be in Brigade Reserve. 

IV. THE 42nd CANADIAN INFANTRY BATT. (R.H.C.) 

Will be in Brigade Reserve. 

7. ACTION OF 7th CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE. 

(a) Night 25th/26th August: — 

The Brigade will move from ETRUN — ANZIN ST. AUBIN Area, 

Units marching independently to the Area EAST of ARRAS. Dispositions 

in this Area in accordance with sketch already forwarded. 

Brigade Headquarters will be at CHATAM CAVE, G.29.a.8.O. 

(b) On “Z” date the Brigade will be prepared to move forward after 

Zero hour to a position of readiness WEST of ORANGE HILL, preparatory 

to attacking through the 8th Cdn. Inf. Brigade. 

8. ACTION OF BRIGADE RESERVES. 

(a) The 42nd Canadian Battalion (R.H.C.), will maintain a distance 

approximately 800 yards in rear of R.C.R. 
(b) The 49th Canadian Battalion (E.R.), less two Coys, will move 

approximately 800 yards in rear of P.P.C.L.I. 

 

9. ARTILLERY. 

There will be no barrage to cover the advance of the Brigade. The 

attack will be supported by heavy artillery firing on selected points, and by 

the 5th Canadian Divl. Artillery with directed fire. 

The C.A.R., 5th C.D.A., is detailing a forward section to operate with the 

R.C.R., and one to operate with the P.P.C.L.I. 

Liaison Officers will report before Zero hour. 

10. MACHINE GUNS. 

The O. C. No. 2 Company, 3rd Bn., C.M.G.C. will detail:— 

1 Battery to come under the orders of the O.C. 49th Canadian Battalion 

for use with the Special Party of two companies operating along the left 

flank of the Brigade. 

No. 2 Company, 3rd Bn., C.M.G.C. less one battery will be in Brigade 

Reserve and move in the rear of the 42nd Canadian Battalion. 

11. STOKES MORTARS. 

The 7th Canadian T. M. Battery will be in Brigade Reserve and will move 

under orders from Brigade H.Q. 

12. TANKS. 

It is not expected that Tanks will co-operate. 

13. LIGHT SIGNALS. 

HELP WANTED — S.O.S. — RED over RED over RED. 

O.K. — GREEN over GREEN over GREEN. 

WE ARE HERE — Three WHITE Very Lights. 

14. CONTACT PLANES. 

Contact Planes will call for flares under orders from Corps 

Headquarters. 

Contact planes will carry a black rectangular panel on the rear edge of 

each lower wing, and a black band on the under side of each lower 

wing. 

15. Trench exemptions in accordance with Section XXX — S.S.735. 

16. LIAISON. 

Units will be responsible for maintaining touch with those units on their 

flanks. 

17. ACKNOWLEDGE. 

A. G. STYLES, Major, 

Brigade Major,  

7th Canadian Infantry Bde. 25-8-13. 
 
s 

Issued through Signals at 6:30 p.m. 

 

NOTE   —   SECRET 

Reference above “T” INSTRUCTIONS. 

Zero hour will be at 4:50 a.m. on August 26th. 

A. G. STYLES, Major, 

Brigade Major, 7th  

Canadian Infantry Bde. 

 

SECRET      Copy No. 9 

7th Canadian Infantry Brigade. 

Administrative Arrangements No. 1 to accompany 7th Cdn. Inf. Bde. 

“T” Instructions No. 1, dated 21-8-18. 

Reference Map 51 B. 1/40000. 

 

1. BRIGADE RESERVE OF S.A.A. 

Each Battalion will detail one limbered G.S. wagon — team and driver 

with complement of 22,000 rounds S.A.A. to report to Capt. 

Nicholls, Bde. Transport Officer at Rear Bde. Headquarters before 

10 p.m. 25th inst. (tonight.) 
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2. Rear Brigade Headquarters will be located at G.20.a. central 

Approx. 

3. BRIGADE PACK COMPANY. 

Brigade Pack Company will be reformed at once. Each Battalion 

will detail 7 pack animals and drivers to report to Capt. Nicholls, Rear 

Brigade Headquarters by 10 p.m. to-night, 25th inst. 

4. Rations and forage for 48 hours will be carried by all personnel 

and animals forming Bde. 

S.A.A. Reserve and Brigade Pack Company upon reporting to 

Brigade Headquarters. 

5. ADVANCE BRIGADE DUMP. 

Advance Brigade Issue Dump will be formed to-night by 10 p.m. 

at G.30.d.3.3. in trench on North Side of Road. 

Following fireworks etc. will be available and will be issued upon 

application: — 

Ground Flares Red, 100 per Bn. 

Very Lights White, 125 per Bn. 

No. 32 Grenades R.R.R. 25 per Bn. 

No. 32 Grenades G.G.G. 36 per Bn. 

No. 27 Grenades Smoke 250 per Bn. 

No. 23 Grenade Cup Dischargers 7 per Bn. 

No. 36 Grenade Cup Dischargers 15 per Bn. 

Wire Cutters Rifle — small quantity. 

Wire Cutters Hand — small quantity. 

Extra water tins and water bottles have been applied for and 

will be issued at Transport Lines when available. 

6. The Divisional Ammunition Dump known as “X” Dump is 

located at G.20.C.3.3. — just west of ARRAS. 

7. Demands for S.A.A., Grenades and all trench requirements 

will be wired to Advance Bde. Headquarters. 

Baggage wagons from No. 2 Company, 

3rd Cdn. Divisional Train will report to Units at once. 

All Transport Lines will move tonight to vicinity of G.20.a. and notify 

Rear Brigade Headquarters as to their locations (49th 

 

 

8. Battalion Transport will remain in present location and be 

responsible for communication with Rear Brigade Head-

quarters). 

9. Units may arrange directly with Area Commandant DUISANS 

for storage room for packs, surplus kits, etc. 

10. Acknowledge (A.A. 1). 

ERIC OSBORNE, Captain, 

Staff Captain, 

7th Canadian Infantry Brigade. 

Issued to: 

1.   23rd Cdn. Div. “Q”. 

2. -  3.   The R.C.R. and Q-M. 

4. -  5.    P.P.C.L.I. and Q-M. 

6. -  7.    42nd Bn. and Q-M. 

8. -  9.    49th Bn. and Q-M. 

10.- 11.    T.M. Battery. 

12.     No. 2 Coy. Train 

13.     Brigade Bombing Officer 

14.     Brigade Transport Officer 

15.     Lieut. McAdam 

16.     Brigade Major 

7th Canadian Infantry Brigade. 

B.M.H. 30/5. 

3rd Canadian Division (For information).  

8th Cdn. Infantry Brigade (For Information).  

The R.C.R. 

P.P.C.L.I. 

42nd Battalion. 

49th Battalion. 

7th T.M. Battery. 

1. On the night 24th/25th August the R.C.R., and P.P.C.L.I., will 

move from “Y” Huts to the forward Area immediately EAST of 

ARRAS. 

2. These Battalions will occupy Areas approximately as follows:  

The R.C.R. — G.24.d. G.30 b. & d. 

P.P.C.L.I. — G.29.a & b., and the Northern portion of G.29.d. 

3. Detail location will be furnished Units separately. 

4. On arrival in new Area each Battalion will send an Officer with 

runner to report to Divisional Headquarters LONDON CAVE 

G. 29 Central. 

5. The R.C.R. and P.P.C.L.I., will be in support of the, 8th Cdn. 

Inf. Brigade and will come under direct orders of the 3rd 

Canadian Division. 

6. Arrival in new Area and location of Headquarters to be notified 

those Headquarters by wire (via Divisional Headquarters). 

7. ACKNOWLEDGE. 

ERIC OSBORNE, Captain for Major,  

Brigade Major,  

7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.  

24th-3-18. 

D. 

SECRET 

7th Canadian Infantry Brigade 

Operating Order No. 168. 

August 27th, 1918. 

7th Canadian Infantry Brigade will take over the front between the 

following boundaries on right 27/28th August: 

Right boundary Grid Line running EAST and
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No. 6 PLATOON, “B” COMPANY—FAUCQUENHAM, 1918 

 
This photo was taken during the rest period in the summer of 1918 when the battalion was practicing open warfare tactics in preparation for the final big 

push of the war, which began at Amiens, August 8th, 

Back Row Standing, left to right—MacDonald; Pete Davis; _______ ;_____ Morris; Capt. Titus; L/Cpl. Berry; 

________; Foxall; _______; ______; A. D. Stewart-—Kneeling, middle row—Pete Fleming; Stuart; Peach; Davies; Dai Davies; ____;Doc 

McCready; _____ ; Fennell, J. 175098; _______; Scotty Stuart; ________— Front row, 

Sitting — Comrie; Ralph King; Robby Robson; Stewart; Coggy Coggins; _______; _________; L/Cpl. Jimmie 

Headley. 
Captain Titus was wounded August 8th at Amiens. He joined the battalion in the spring 1918, after the 5th division was broken up at Witley. L/Cpl. Berry 

was killed in the attack on a trench at Parvillers about 5:30 p.m. August 11th. Dai Davies is a miner on the Coal Branch. He lost an eye in an accident a couple 

of years ago. Anyone knowing the names of those unidentified in this or any other photo, please send in for publication in the next issue. 

 
WEST between “I” and “O” LEFT boundary RIVER SCARPE. Our line now 

reported to run 1.34.c.3.0. — 1.34.a.2.2., thence to TUSK TRENCH and 

thence to KEELING COPSE in I.32.d. — FACTION TRENCH I.32.A.9.6. 

approx, where P.P.C.L. I. and 52nd Battalion join up. Thence NORTH along 

FACTION to 1.32.a.80.99. Posts are established at I.32.a.4.4. and I.26.C.1.2. 

42nd Battalion will get in touch with 58th Battalion (H.Q. at 1.31. d.7.0.) and 

arrange to relieve that portion of the 58th Battalion NORTH of our RIGHT 

boundary at once. The 42nd Battalion will have the 116th Battalion on their 

right and the P.P.C.L.I. on their left. The P.P.C.L.I. will continue to hold 

present frontage. The R.C.R. will be in Brigade reserve. The 49th Battalion 

will continue to hold posts at 1.32.a.4.4. and I.26.C.1.2. and will capture 

PELVES under orders to be issued later. 

ACKNOWLEDGE. 

A. G. STYLES, Major, Brigade Major, 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade. 

Copies to: — 

3rd Canadian Division “G”. 

R. C. R. 

P.P.C.L.I. 

42nd Battalion. 

49th Battalion. 

7th Cdn. T.M. Bty. 

8th Cdn. Inf. Bde. 

9 th Cdn. Inf. Bde. 

C.R.A. 5th C.D.A.  

3rd Battn., C.M.G.C. 

7th Canadian Infantry Brigade, 

S.C.I. 359. 

 

7th Canadian Infantry Bde.  

R.C.R. P.P.C.L.I. 

42nd Bn. 49th Bn. 

In reference to 3rd Cdn. Division Administrative Instructions issued 24th inst. 

in connection with 3rd Cdn. Div. O.O. No. 180, copy of which was forwarded 

to Battalions; location of Corps Cage Prison — ARRAS. 

ERIC OSBORNE, Captain, 

Staff Captain, 

7th Canadian Infantry Bde. 

25-8-18  

HBG 
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COPY 

Extracts from the Examination of Prisoners captured S. of the SCARPE 

since 13th August. 

ENEMY PRECAUTIONS AGAINST BRITISH ATTACK. 

358 I.R. SECTOR. Resting Battalion is said to have been alarmed a few 

days ago and to have moved up to the MONCHY area; it was reported to be 

there three days ago. 

Heavy artillery is said to have been reinforced in this sector. 

Horses and limbers are said to be standing by at BOIRY ready to draw 

out the guns at a moment’s notice. 

A considerable amount of wiring is reported to have been done in this 

regimental sector. 

132 I.R. SECTOR. Resting Battalion at ETAING which sustained 

casualties from our bombardment, are said to have moved up close to support 

battalion.  

R.C.R. 

P.P.C.L.I. 

42nd Battalion. 

49th Battalion. 

7th Cdn. T. M. Bty. 

3rd Canadian Division.  

l.G. 324  

7th Canadian Infantry Brigade: 

All prisoners will be sent under escort under Brigade arrangements to 

advanced Divisional H.Q. The escorts will report their arrival to the 

Corporal of the A.P.M.’s Staff at advanced Divisional H.Q. and will obtain 

a receipt from him. 

All prisoners will here be taken over by Division and escorts provided by 

Brigades will return to their respective Units. 

(Sgd.) E. J. SAUNDERS, Lieut,  

for Lieut.-Colonel, G.S.  

3rd Canadian Division. 

25-8-18. 

(2) 

7th Canadian Infantry Brigade,  

S.C.I. 360. 

R. C. R. 

P. P. C. L. I. 

42nd Battalion. 

49th Battalion. 

7th Cdn. T. M. Bty. 

Forwarded for your information and guidance. Units will send prisoners 

to Brigade H. Q. when not required. 

Captain, 

25-8-18                    Staff Captain, 

G.D.        7th Canadian Infantry Brigade. 

 
“A” Form 

MESSAGES AND SIGNALS 

R.C.R., P.P.C.L.I. 42nd Bn. 49th Bn., 7th Can. T.M. Bty. 

Senders No. G.130. Day of Month, 23. 

Cancel previous Zero hour aaa. 

Zero hour 3:00 a.m. aaa Acknowledge. 

 

REPORT OF OPERATIONS 

Report of operations conducted by the 49th Canadian battalion 

(Edmonton Regiment) East of Arras on the 26th, 27th, 28th, August 1918. 

REFERENCE MAP — CAMBRAI ROAD. 

AUGUST 25th. 

7:00 p.m. — Battalion moved from billets in AMEIN-ST-AUBIN to its 

Assembly Area in G.24.a. and b. and G.30a. 

9:30 p.m. — Battalion arrived in Assembly Area. 

9:50 p.m. — I reported in person to Brigade Headquarters in Chatham 

Cave to await orders. 

AUGUST 26th. 

6:40 a.m. — I received orders to move the battalion to its forward 

Assembly Area to the west of Orange Hill. 

7:00 a.m. — Battalion moved to above Assembly Area. This move was 

carried out without loss. 

8:40 a.m.—Battalion in position in new Assembly Area. 

9:50 a.m.—Received orders to move forward in accordance with Brigade 

Operation Order. 

R.C.R. on right. P.P.C.L.I. on left. Attacking Battalions. 

42nd Bn. (R.H.C.) on right. 49th Cdn. Bn. (E.R.) on left. 

Supporting Battalions. 

49th Canadian Battalion moving forward about 800 to 1000 yards in rear 

of P.P.C.L.I. 

“B” Coy. on right (Lieut. C. A. Martin, M.M.) 

“C” Coy on left (Lieut. I. Mooney). 

“A” Coy. (Lieut. C. K. Flint) in support. 

“D” Coy. (Capt. J. McQueen) in Bat. Reserve. 

The battalion moved forward with all companies in lines of small shallow 

columns. The battalion suffered light loss in their advance. 

12:00 noon — Battalion refused a flank of the left of the P.P.C.L.I. and 

ordered “B” and “C” companies to occupy a position on the left flank of the 

P.P.C.L.I. These companies took up position as follows: — 

“B” company in depth, about 1.26.d. 15.20. 

“C” company in trenches in vicinity of grid line running north and south 

between 1.25.C. and d. 

“A” company in and about MUSQET Trench 1.31.d. 

“D” company and battalion headquarters in H. 36. central 

While in this position the battalion suffered somewhat from shell fire and 

machine gun fire from the N.E. 

Lieut. C. A. Martin, O.C. “B” company was wounded, and Lieut. F. Pope 

took over command of “B” company. 

“B” and “C” companies were consistently shelled from the direction of 

PELVES. 

2:15 p.m. — An Artillery shoot was arranged on PELVES and L. O. 

moved up to Lieut. Mooney, O. C. “C” company. 

3:40 p.m. — Lieut. F. Pope commanding “B” coy. killed. 

Lieut. Walter took over command of the company. 

Lieut. Lumsden, who up to this had been our Liaison officer with the 

P.P.C.L.I. took over command of “B” company. 
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During the whole of the afternoon and evening “B” and “C” companies 

were subjected to heavy machine gun fire and shell fire and while pushing 

forward, one of the platoons from “B” company lost 70% of it’s strength. On 

the left flank enemy trench mortars were active. 

9:55 p.m. — “D” company ordered to supply a party of 50 men to carry 

S.A.A. and bombs to P.P. C.L.I. 

10:00 p.m. — Continuous enemy movement was reported by companies 

and enemy seen filtering from JIGSAW Wood to HAT and KIT Trenches. 

1:50 p.m. — “D” company ordered to supply stretcher party of 48 men to 

carry out P.P.C.L.I. wounded. 

AUGUST 27th. 

8:00 a.m. — Operation order 179 received from brigade, stating that the 

49th battalion less two companies (B and C) would remain in brigade reserve. 

The two companies on left flank of P.P.C.L.I. would be supported by the 

4th C.M.R. battalion. 

10:45 a.m. — Battalion came under orders of G. O.C. 9th C.I. Bde. and 

was ordered to send one company to support 58th battalion on the right and 

another company to stand by ready to move if required by G.O.C. 9th C.I. 

Bde. 

11:00 a.m. — “A” company moved to support of 58th battalion. “D” 

company warned to be in readiness to follow “A” company. 

6:55 p.m. — “A” company advised that when released by 58th battalion 

they would return to MUSKET Trench and come under orders of the 49th 

battalion. 

10:30 p.m. — “B” and “C” companies relieved by two companies of the 

R.C.R. 

11:00 p.m. — Battalion ordered to take PELVES on the morning of the 

28th. Company commanders of “D” and “C” called for and allotted their 

tasks. All points thoroughly discussed, and it was decided to bomb down 

German trenches in a northerly direction from the left flank of the P.P.C.L.I. 

with two platoons of “D” company subsequently making a frontal attack on 

PELVES village. The dividing line between “D” and “C” companies to be 

roughly the Sunken Road running in a north easterly direction in 32.a. and 

26.d. Arranged with L.O. to have artillery bombard enemy positions 

throughout the night. 

AUGUST 28th. 

2:00 a.m. — Battalion Headquarters established at 1.31 b.40.10. 

2:45 a.m. — Companies advised that heavies would bombard PELVES 

village from Zero to Zero plus 30 minutes. 

5:00 a.m. — Zero Hour. Barrage opened and heavies active on PELVES. 

5:40 a.m. — O.C. “D” company reported that little resistance was being 

met with in the trenches but heavy enemy machine gun and rifle fire from 

PELVES, KIT and HAT Trenches and the northern bank of the SCARPE. 

6:30 a.m. — All objectives gained and “D” and “C” companies in touch. 

Both companies pushing forward into KIT and HAT Trenches. Progress 

overland impossible owing to intensity of enemy machine gun fire. KIT and 

HAT Trenches heavily held by enemy. Battalion operating on a two coy. front 

disposed in depth. 

10:30 a.m. — After hard fighting, “C” and “D” companies had bombed 

down BELT Trench into HAT and KIT and had destroyed the German gar-

rison. Most severe casualties were inflicted on the enemy. 

 

Our casualties fairly heavy. Bombs and S. A.A. running short. About 60 

prisoners taken. 

11:00 a.m. — Enemy in strength, counterattack our positions in Hat and 

Kit Trenches. Attack beaten off and German casualties again heavy. “C” Coy. 

reinforced by a platoon of “B” company, carrying up bombs and S.A.A., had 

put up a splendid fight although 25% of the company were casualties. KIT 

and HAT Trenches a most important position, as it secured the high ground. 

The possession of these trenches made it possible for the battalion on our right 

to advance later in the day and make good JIGSAW WOOD. 

11:30 a.m. — Our artillery gave HELL to JIGSAW WOOD and vicinity 

where much enemy movement reported. 

11:45 a.m. — One platoon of “A” company moved forward to STOKES 

Trench in support to “C” company. 

1:30 p.m. — “B” company in support in FRICTION trench. 

3:00 p.m. — “A” company (less two platoons) moved forward to pass 

through “C” company and to form defensive flank. 

9:30 p.m. — The battalion now held a line from the north western edge 

of PELVES village along HAT and KIT Trenches, a distance of over 2000 

yards. Between our left flank and 51st division there was a gap of 750 yards. 

When ordered to gain touch with the P.P.C.L.I., “A” company was allotted to 

task, but O.C. “A” company reported that by moving one platoon of his 

company touch with Lieut. Loptson’s platoon of the P.P.C.L.I. had been 

gained at 7:45 p.m. at 1.28c.7.4. 

All ranks very tired, but situation good and the sense of victory on the 

men. The morale and tone never better in the history of the battalion. Battalion 

to be relieved this night by 2nd Group, C.C. Bde. 

AUGUST 29th. 

4:00 a.m. — The 101st M.D. Bn. in position in our area. Orders received 

from brigade to move battalion to ARRAS. 

9:15 a.m. — Battalion in billets in ARRAS. TROPHIES CAPTURED 

DURING OPERATION 15 Machine Guns. 

5 Light Trench Mortar. 

1 Medium Trench Mortar. 

3 Anti-tank Rifles. 

84 prisoners were captured during the operation. 
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CASUALTIES 

Officers Other ranks 

Killed   2 11 

Wounded  2 60 

Wounded at duty 2 1 

ARTILLERY. 

The artillery support given by the 5th Division Artillery was most prompt 

and effective. The Liaison Officers were on the job and gave valuable as-

sistance. 

MEDICAL ARRANGEMENTS. 

In this regard there was much improvement over the arrangements made 

in the operations earlier in the month. Owing to the difficult nature of the 

ground it was impossible to bring ambulances forward and all stretcher cases 

were carried out by ambulance squads and German prisoners. 

SUPPLY OF BOMBS AND S.A.A. 

Here again there was great improvement in getting supplies up, but the 

difficulty still exists as to the way in which to get these supplies forward to 

the front-line companies. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

Were as good as it was possible for them to be under the existing 

conditions. The battalion was constantly in touch with brigade report centre, 

which was established well forward. 

Communication with the Companies was maintained with the companies 

throughout the greater part of the operations and only failed when it was 

impossible to procure any more wire. Wire was carried forward into the attack 

on two pack mules, an arrangement which proved most satisfactory. 

“C. Y. WEAVER”  

Lieut-COLONEL,  

Commanding 49th Canadian  

Battalion, Edmonton Regiment.  

30-8-18. 

A Company 49th Battn. REPORT OF THE BATTLE OF ARRAS 

August 26th, 27th, 28th, 1918 

On Sunday evening 25-8-18 the company was moved from billets to 

trenches immediately EAST of ARRAS. 

On the morning of Monday 26-8-18 the eighth (8th) brigade attacked 

immediately SOUTH of the river SCARPE the seventh (7th) brigade was in 

support. At 7 a.m. the 49th Bn. was ordered to move forward to the WEST 

side of ORANGE HILL The dispositions were then as follows: B. and C. 

companies were given duty of forming a defensive flank to the NORTH, A 

and D companies were in reserve. 

When the 8th brigade had captured the GREEN LINE the 7th brigade 

were ordered to go through. A company was moved forward in support of the 

P.P.C.L.I. When they reached CURB SWITCH NORTH TRENCH A 

company was ordered to remain until further orders. 

Late in the afternoon we were ordered to withdraw the two forward 

platoons in CHAIN SUPPORT to CURB SWITCH and the two platoons in 

the trench to MUSKET TRENCH. 

On the morning of 27-8-18 the 9th Brigade went through the 7th and 

captured BOIS DU SART and at 10 a.m. A company was ordered to move up 

and report to O.C. 58th Bn. who placed them on the ridge in 1.33c. to form 

defensive flank to the NORTH. 

The company was then disposed in TREE 

 

TRENCH. PEAR TRENCH, KEEL TRENCH and trench in O.2.b.88. 

During the night the shelling was heavy on the latter trench and the 

company sustained four casualties. 

On the morning of the 28th the enemy counter attacked from the 

neighborhood of JIGSAW Wood but the attack was broken up largely by 

machine gun fire from No. 3 platoon who had two German machine guns and 

three Lewis guns trained on him. The company was relieved on the morning 

of the 28th by B coy. of the 42nd and moved back to their old positions in 

CURB SWITCH NORTH and MUSKET TRENCHES. On the same morning 

C and D companies of the 49th captured PELVES and the trenches 

immediately SOUTH of it and at 10 a.m. A coy. was moved forward to 

STOKES TRENCH, GRENADE TRENCH and FRICTION TRENCH in 

support. 

In the afternoon No. 1 platoon was sent forward to reinforce D coy. and 

No. 3 and 4 were ordered to move through C coy. and form a defensive flank 

in L 28 c to the P.P.C.L.I. who had captured JIGSAW WOOD. This was done 

at dusk but as it was found that some of the P.P.C.L.I. and R.C.R. were also 

on this frontage, one platoon was, deemed sufficient and the other platoon 

was withdrawn to KIT TRENCH. 

On the morning of 29-8-18 the 49th Bn. was relieved by a machine gun 

corps and A company returned to billets in ARRAS. 

As A coy. was in support during most of this action the material captured 

was small, amounting to two machine guns, an anti TANK rifle and much 

small material. 

The casualties were as follows: 

252578 Pte. J. A. Taylor, K in A (shell). 

231624 Pte. W. Gardner, Wounded (Shrapnel face) 

435209 Pte. W. H. James, Wounded (Shrapnel) 

2283309 Pte. G. Locke, Wounded (Shrapnel leg). 

3205820 Pte. J. Carmichael, Shell shock. 

2270317 Pte. P. G. Mowbray. Missing.  

832365 Pte. L. Miller, Wounded Shell.  

436380 Pte. S. Edmond. Wounded Shell.  

436724 a L/C D. L. Bowerman, Wounded shell.  

The location of captures is as follows: — 

1 German M. Gun CURB SWITCH NORTH 131D07. 

1 German M. Gun, CURB SWITCH 131C54. 

1 Anti Tank Gun. FRICTION TRENCH, 126C77 

I have the honour to be, Sir 

Your obedient servant. 

(Sgd.) T. W. GREENFIELD, Lt.  

for O.C. “A” Coy.  

29-8-18. 

 

REPORT OF OPERATIONS OF “B” COY. 

Report of Operations of “B” coy, 49th Bn. (E. R.) from night of 25th, 26th 

August to night of 28th 29th of August 1918. 

On the night of the 25/26 B coy. moved from billets at ANGIN ST. 

AUBIN and took up a position in G24c in the trenches South of the ARRAS- 

DOUAI Ry. At 7.15 a.m. they moved forward in rear of “C” coy to ORANGÉ 

HILL where they halted for about one and a half hours. Orders then received 

to move forward and push on in accordance with Bde. O.O. 182. 

“B” coy. followed about 100 yds. behind “C” coy. until they reached a 

point, about 131a95.25. 

  



Jan 1939    No. 28             THE FOURTY NINER 
 

Page 16 of 45 
 

9 PLATOON - SOMEWHERE IN FRANCE, 1918 

 
Front row, left to right — G. W. Brown 101087; _______; M. Christie; W. Hurl 252094; Edwards; R. Cruickshank 432994; Shaw; Newsome; 

A. Boss? 436779 

Second Row: ________; McLeod; Huntley; Gottfried; D. Babour; Lieut. McCrum; Capt. Davies; C.S.M. Bob Whyte; McGregor; Wales; 

_____; Franklin; Audley 

Third Row: Purdee; Darnell; Daley; Davis; Drummond; Capeo; ________; ________; Shopland; Todd; Butlin. 

Back Row: Bellis; _______; _______; Padgett; ______; W.H. Duplessis 811880; McNaughton; Smith; Ellis; F.J. Brown; Osborne. 

(See also Cruickshank in W.B. elsewhere — Ed.) 
Many of the boys in this photo were killed or wounded in the fighting which followed soon after this photo was taken. Some of them have been mentioned 

in the accounts of the battalion’s activities in the last few issues of our magazine. (Names updated from 49er No 32 Page 20) 

 
At this point Lieut. C. A. Martin who was O. C. the coy. became a 

casualty and handed over to Lieut F. Pope instructing him to push forward 

and keep in touch with the P.P.C.L.I. who were on our right. The coy. then 

moved into RIFLE SUPPORT TR. and 1316. From here one platoon 

proceeded along HARNESS TR. and out across the road in 1316. The 

remainder of the coy. then followed taking up position in shell holes. 

At approx. 131 b 7.6 leaving one platoon in support in HARNESS TR. At 

this point they were subjected to very heavy machine gun and shell fire. From 

here the 7th platoon proceeded forward and swung around to the left into 

trench at 126c2.3. and one section proceeded in a direction N.E. for about 50 

yds. when they met with trench mortar and concentrated machine fire. No. 6 

platoon then came up on their right and joined up with No. 2 coy. of the 

P.P.C.L.I. at approx. L32a2.7. 

Coy. H.Q. was then established in crater at 131 b8.8. While 

reconnoitering the ground Lieut. F. Pope was killed, and Lieut. Walter took 

command of the company. After reconnoitering the ground Lieut. Walter 

decided to take up a position along ANCLE TRENCH from I25d8.4. to 132 

aOO.40 leaving a machine gun post on the left at 126cl.3. and on the right at 

I32a2.8. This latter post continuing in touch with the P.P.C.L.I. This 

disposition was found necessary on account of the intense machine gun 

and artillery fire and Coy. H. Q. was afterwards established at 12lb.44. These 

positions were maintained as it was found impossible to advance further. Just 

before making- this final disposition the Coy. got in touch with “C” coy. who 

had then taken up a position in HARNESS TR. At dusk listening posts were 

put out in front of the position and our advanced machine gun posts with-

drawn. Later in the evening Lieut. J. F. Lumsden and Lieut. J. Brennand 

joined the coy. Lieut. Lumsden taking over command of the coy. 

On the night of the 27th “B” coy. were relieved by “B” coy of the R.C.R. 

and they moved back to position in OHIO TR. 136c. On the morning of the 

28th the coy moved forward into MUSKET Tr. in 131c so as to be in support 

to “C” and “D” Coys. At 12 noon a carrying party of 40 men under Lieut. 

MacDonald proceeded forward with ammunition to Adv. Bn. H.Q. From here 

they wore instructed to carry the ammunition to “C” coy. and reinforce them. 

At 4 p.m. the coy. proceeded forward and took up position in 

CARTRIDGE Tr. 126 b and d. During the night of the 28th, 29th they were 

relieved by 5 platoons of the Canadian corps cyclists Bn. They moved to 

billets in ARRAS. 

C. A. MARTIN, L.T. 

O.C. “B” Coy. 
"C” Coy. 49th Bn. 

30-8-18. 
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Report on Operations of the 26-27-28 and 29th of August. 

Map Ref. 51.B.N.W.  1/20,000 

On the evening of the 25th August the coy. marched from Anzin 

approximately G.8al0.60 and took up position in assembly area in old British 

Front line trenches approx. G.24C. 

At 7 a.m. on the morning of the 26th the coy. moved from assembly area 

to N.W. slope of Orange Hill approx. H.34 b and took up position to support 

P.P.C.L.I 

At about 9 a.m. the coy moved forward in support from this point on the 

enemy barrage was fairly heavy. The coy. moved in artillery formation in line 

of platoons in single file, and had few casualties. 

The coy. continued the advance up to a position in 131b and I25d.80.30 

and here formed a defensive flank facing the Scarpe River. The Coy. was very 

much harassed throughout by shell and M.G. fire. This position was held up 

to the evening of the 27th when coy. was relieved by R.C.R. and moved to a 

point approx. 131c Central on the morning of the 28th at 3 a.m. the coy moved 

to jumping off point in approx. 132 a 90.30 and I 32 d 40.60. In moving across 

no man’s land to these positions a heavy barrage was encountered and the 

Coy. suffered some casualties. 

The coy. was in position to jump off at Zero 5 a.m. The company’s task 

was to bomb down Cartridge Trench from a point about I 32 d Central to Jet. 

of Cartridge and Stokes Trenches and along Stokes to I 27 C 10.30 thence 

North to Jct. of Belt and Stokes Trench thence East along Belt to Ban Belt, 

this job allotted 9th and 11th platoon’s 9th to clear the trench and 11th to 

support and consolidate. 

 

One platoon assembled in Faction Trench I 32 Central and bombed down 

C.T. between Faction and Cartridge Trench commencing at I 32 b. 15.30 

thence North along Cartridge to sunken road at I 26 d. 30.00 thence N. E. 

along sunken road to Jet. with Belt Trench thence East along Belt to I.27 a. 

05.20., thence North along triangular trench to road Jet at I 27 a. 30.60 and 

area east of sunken road there I 32 b and 26 d. 

This task was allotted to No. 5, 10 and 12 platoons. 

At 5 a.m. the coy. moved forward into trenches and encountered little 

resistance and had passed through the village of Pelves, and taken up a posi-

tion to the East of it at 6:30 a.m. The coy. was then ordered to move forward 

and take Kit Trench in T 27 d. This operation was commenced at 9:45 a.m. 

On entering Kit it was found that it was very heavily manned, and 

contained many M. G. and bombs. The first two attempts to move the Hun 

were not successful and very heavy fighting ensued for some time. A fresh 

platoon was then put forward, with strong bombing squads and the enemy 

was beaten back, and for 200 yds. it was necessary to fight every foot of the 

way. The enemy then retired and broke up in great disorder, surrendering and 

leaving the trench and seeking cover in Jigsaw Wood. This afforded great 

opportunities to rifle men and M. Gnrs. and many Huns were accounted for. 

8 machine guns were taken, 2 light T.M.’s. and 2 Anti-tank rifles, also 38 

prisoners. Our casualties were 1 officer killed one wounded and 35 O.R. The 

position was consolidated by 10:25 a.m. and for the remainder of day position 

was heavily shelled. The coy. was relieved by M. G. coy. at 5 a.m. the morn-

ing of the 29th when coy. marched to Billets in Arras 

Sgd. I. MOONEY, Capt.  

O.C. “C” Coy. 

“D” coy., 49th Cdn. Bn. (E.R.) 

 

 

OPERATIONS OF AUGUST 25th-29th, 1918. 

Map Ref. Cambrai Road — 51Bn. N.W. and 51 Bn. S.W. 

The battalion moved up to an area, in front of the Arras Cemetery in G. 

24 c and G. 30 a on the evening of the 25th. “D” coy. occupying both sides 

of the railway in, G. 24 c. 

Here we were issued with bombs and rifle grenades. These should have 

been sent to the battalion earlier so that there wouldn’t have been such a rush 

distributing them. 

Zero hour for the 8th Bde. who were going over ahead of us was 3:00 

a.m. but we did not move for about 3 hours after that time. On orders from 

brigade we assembled behind Orange Hill in an area in H. 33 b. 

From here the 7th brigade went forward with the R.C.R. on the right and 

the P.P.C.L.I. on the left. “B” and “C” Coys, followed the P.P.C.L.I. to take 

up positions to protect their flank on the left. “D” and “A” company followed 

“D” company on the left moving with 15 and 16 platoons in front and 14 and 

13 behind all in lines of sections. Direction was hard to keep and the platoon 

commanders had to use their compasses. 

Going over the ridge we came under artillery fire (heavies) but were very 

lucky having only one casualty. 
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When we reached an area at approximately H. 36 a 95.40 the C.O. 

halted us and told us that we were in Brigade Reserve. A part of Wellford 

Tr. between H. 36 b 5.3 and H.36 b 4.9 was manned by us. We remained 

here awaiting orders. 

Rations and water were sent to us that night. The system used of 

supplying these from rear troops was excellent as it gave the men a much-

needed rest after their hard marches the previous days. 

About 10:30 p.m. on the 27th “C” and “D” coy. commanders were 

called to battalion headquarters and received orders to bomb out the 

system of trenches in I 26 and the village of Pelves. 

“D” company’s orders were as follows: — 

“D” company will bomb down Friction Trench from P.P.C.L.I. post 

at I 32 a 9.4 to the village of Pelves and down Grenade Trench from I 32 

b 2595 to the northern street in Pelves and all trenches in the area North 

and West of the sunken road through I 26 b & d ending at I 26 b 8555 

and clear out all the village of Pelves to a line from the first R in River 

Lane (at I 21 c 7020) to the B in Belt (at 1 27 a 7025). In the vicinity of 

this line a defensive line will be established bearing in mind the fact that 

the enemy is holding across the river. Bn. H. Q. will be at I 31 b 4010 

after 2:00 a.m. 28th inst. Artillery will shoot up the area during the night 

till zero when it will shoot up Jigsaw Wood and trenches in vicinity of 

Delbar Wood in I 21 a. 14 extra dozen bombs will be delivered to each 

company immediately after 6:30 a.m. no artillery will be available to help 

us. 

Zero hour will be 5 :00 a.m. 

Orders were given to the platoons as follows:— 13 platoon under 

Lieut. Russell will bomb down Grenade Trench and trenches to the right 

of it and will send up a Green over Green over Green rifle grenade rocket 

when they reach Pelves. 

14 platoon under Lieut. Baker will bomb down Friction Trench and 

the trenches between it and Grenade Trench and will also fire a green 

over green over green on reaching the village street. On seeing the green 

signals go up 15 and 16 platoons who will be in position in the Sunken 

Road running N.W. and S.E. in I 25 d will move forward with 16 platoon 

under Lieut. Tipton in front and 15 platoon under Sgt. Hutchison in 

support both under Capt. Hale and will clear the village and establish the 

defensive line as given with 15 platoon on the right and 16 on the left 

facing North to cover the river front. 13 and 14 platoons will follow them 

up and take up supporting and flanking positions behind. Lieut. Russell 

and Baker with an N. C. O. each reconnoitred their assembly positions 

and are very grateful for the assistance given them by P.P.C.L.I. both then 

and when they brought their platoons up later. 

15 and 16 platoons were guided to their positions by Lieut. Walter of 

“B” coy. Here an officer of the R.C.R. helped a great deal by giving us 

good information concerning the enemy in front of us. 

13 and 14 platoons reached their starting points shortly before zero. 

Company H. Q. was established at I 25 d 7030 with telephone line to 

Bn. H. Q. which was laid by the signallers as we moved up. 

Our heavies put a barrage on the village from 5:00 a.m. to 5:30 a.m. 

which was excellent.  

13 and 15 platoons moved down their trenches at zero and saw 

practically nothing of the enemy. At 5:45 Lieut. Russell put up 3 white 

lights (meaning “Here we are”) his green over green over green failed to 

work. Lieut. Bakers greens soon followed and 16 and 15 started through 

the. village. Capt. Hale on seeing no serious opposition had moved 16 

and 15 platoons up to about I 26 a 5070 so was able to go ahead quickly. 

Until Lieut. Russell put up the 3 white flares our heavies were dropping- 

some shells in the village but on that signal our shelling immediately 

ceased. 

16 and 15 then went ahead without any serious opposition. One L. M. 

G. was taken at I 26 b 8555. 

The taking of the trenches and village was made easy by the artillery 

particularly the heavies which had given them a good pounding, 

everywhere there was evidence of a hurried departure by the enemy. 

Packs, coats, boots, ammunition, pouches, cigarettes etc. where lying in 

confusion both in the village and in the trenches. Some of the M.G. 

positions had direct hits on them and even a wounded officer had not been 

taken out of-the quarry at I 26 c 6080. In this quarry there were 3 or more 

L.M.G.’s. and a trench mortar which he had not time to take with him. 

At 6:15 a.m. the village was clear and the platoons consolidating as 

arranged. Company H. Q. had been following up and was established at 

I 27 a 0525 but was out of touch with Bn. H.Q. as we had no wire to 

connect the phone with. Runners were used from then on to the end of 

our wire at about I 25 d 9530. 

We were in close touch with “C” company on our right and adjusting 

our line when Capt. Davies (2 I/c of the Bn.) came up and gave us orders 

to bomb up Belt Trench to Hat and Kit trench and to take that system. 

“D” Coy’s, boundaries to be Hat Trench from the line between I 27 b & 

d Northwards to the canal with “C” coy. on our right.  
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As the enemy could be seen reinforcing Hat and Kit trenches from 

the rear no time could be lost so the available men consisting of 1 section 

of 15 platoon with Sgt. Hutchison and No. 9 platoon of “C” company 

started forward. Lieut. Cluff and 9 platoon were in Belt trench west of 

where the road crosses the trench at I 27 a 5010 and on attempting to 

cross the road came under very severe M.G. fire from approximately I 27 

d 2050. As the trench did not cut the road Lieut. Cluff had to organize 

counter fire and put his platoon over one at a time on the run. 

(At this time 16 platoon was under heavy M.G. and T.M. fire from 

Van trench in I 21 a and could not make a move). 

Lieut. Cluff and Sgt. Hutchison went up Belt trench to Hat trench 

without encountering any of the enemy but at the junction we came on 

him in force. A few mills bombs started him going and before long Sgt. 

Hutchison had the northern part of the trench cleared. Here he took a 

L.T.M. and just in front of it was a M.T.M. Lieut. Cluff had a hard task 

after getting about sixty yards down the trench he met serious opposition. 

The enemy was using bombs in large quantities and had snipers and 

machine guns covering the top of the trench with very heavy fire so that 

the work of the bombers was handicapped as they could not look over 

and ahead. Lieut. Cluff came back to the trench junction for more bombs 

and while doing so looked over the top to see how his men were getting 

on. He was hit in the neck and died almost at once. Counter fire was then 

organized from Belt Trench on the enemy snipers and M. G’s. who were 

along an area between approximately I 27 d 2050 and 

 

 

 

 

I 27 d 8070. Large parties of the enemy began to come down the hill 

towards us from I 22 b and d so that all remaining rifles were directed on 

them as well as on smaller parties who were coming over the crest at I 28 

c 1070 to I 28 a 2040 and reinforcing the enemy in Kit trench. In the; 

trench the enemy bombers started pushing us hard and as we were getting 

short of bombs they forced “C” Coy’s, men back a short distance. His 

whizz bangs and 2 L.T. M’s. opened on the junction of Belt and Hat 

trenches at that time and caused casualties. Lieut. Roberts of the 7th 

T.M.B. with a runner then arrived and immediately started firing the 

captured enemy T.M. He made the enemy T.M. at approximately I 28 a 

5040 close up and then turned on the other I 21 b 25 which he soon 

silenced. Until the ammunition gave out Lieut. Roberts did excellent 

work and without doubt saved us from many casualties. At the most 

critical time Lieut. MacCauley of “C” coy. arrived with his platoon and 

more bombs. He immediately started the enemy back down the trench 

but as he only had a limited supply of bombs he could not go too far. 

Using excellent judgement he prepared for an enemy counter bombing 

attack and collected all available bombs as well as enemy bombs and held 

on to his position organizing rifle and machine gun fire to keep the enemy 

down. The situation was still very serious but as the remaining parts of 

“C” and “D” Coy’s had been notified they were expected any minute to 

come up and relieve the position. In the meantime all rifles were busy on 

the enemy who was very much in evidence. The men afterwards 

remarked that at this period they had very fine sport and there is no doubt 

of that for there were Huns to be seen at any range from 100 to 1200 

yards. 

At 9:45 Lieut. Russell with 13 platoon arrived almost simultaneously 

with Lieut. Mooney and Lieut. Hill and the balance of “C” coy. and a 

large supply of bombs. This gave Lieut MacCauley his opportunity and 

he went after the enemy and before long had him moving south at a good 

rate. The extra rifles and M. G’s. soon cleared all the visible ground in 

front of us of the enemy. 

Lieut. Baker and 14 platoon arrived and “D” company took over their 

portion of the trench with 14 on the right and 13 on the left with 15 

platoon in Belt trench covering the left flank. 16 platoon was kept in 

reserve and as well held two posts in the village covering the river. Capt. 

Hale had also sent the battalion scouts to watch a suspected crossing of 

the river. Here the scouts held a position most of the day and helped with 

rifle fire to stop M. G’s. in Van Trench from enfilading 13 platoon in Hat 

trench. 

Things quieted down for a time until M. G.’s. and particularly 

L.T.M.’s. in Van trench started firing on the front line. 

Artillery was asked for on these and twice effectively silenced them. 

During the afternoon enemy heavies occasionally took on Hat trench 

and caused casualties. His fire however, was not very accurate. 

At 5:10 a.m. 29.8.18 a machine gun unit relieved us and we moved to 

billets in Arras. 

During this trip up, the way that rations, water and bombs were sent 

to the companies, particularly when forward, was excellent. In the past 

there have been too many cases where forward companies had to send 

back for such stuff when it should have been delivered to them. 

The assistance given 13 and 14 platoons by the P.P.C.L.I. in the 

early hours of the morning of the 28th is much appreciated by us. 
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A “D” COMPANY LEWIS GUN CREW 

 
Front row, left to right— H. H. Bastable; F. Lunn— 

Standing— ________ ; G. Brereton; Foster. 
This crew is a young looking bunch, but were right in their doing the job 

in hand. Twenty years after they will be sprouting strong stubble, and maybe 

their kiddies will hardly recognize daddy in his then youthful appearance. 
 

A company willingly supplied us with bomb carrying and 

stretcher parties during the afternoon and evening of the 28th thus 

saving our own people in the line. 

This company also desire to thank the battalion scouts for 

watching a portion of our flank for us for some hours on the 28 th 

while the situation in front was still unsettled. 

Sgd. JAS. McQUEEN, Capt.  

28-8-18.                  O.C. “D” Company. 

49th Canadian Battalion  

Edmonton Regiment, 

30th August 1918.  

To Lieut. Colonel C. J. T. Stewart, DSO, 

Commanding P.P.C.L.I. 

I desire on behalf of myself and the battalion under my 

command to bring to your notice the great assistance given to us 

by Captain Tenbrooke and his company on the morning of. the 

28th Aug. Our right company was very heavily engaged in KIT 

TRENCH and our right flank was a thousand yards forward. 

When the situation was explained to Captain Tenbrooke by 

Captain Davies he immediately advanced to cover our flank and 

then very gallantly at the head of his men went on through 

JIGSAW WOOD affording us security for our right flank and 

dealing with the trench mortar, machine gun and rifle fire which 

was causing heavy casualties in our right company. In doing this 

Captain Tenbrooke behaved with great gallantry and presence of 

mind and solved a very difficult situation. 

C. Y. WEAVER, Lieut. Colonel, Commanding 49th Canadian 

Battalion, Edmonton Regiment. 

49th ASSN. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING Added 

Feature Proves Enjoyable— The General Renders a Song 

A social evening and an attractive program followed the 

annual meeting of the 49th association, held in the lounge room 

of the Memorial Hall, Thursday evening, Dec. 8th. More than a 

hundred members attended. 

After various reports were heard and officers and the new 

executive elected, Dick Merritt and his party of Legionnaires gave 

song hits and short sketches from their various concert programs. 

It was high class entertainment that was well received. 

A surprise feature was the rendering by General Griesbach of 

his song, entitled, “Wrap me up in My Old Stable Jacket”, the 

troops lustily joined in the chorus. 

As well as the regular standbys, a great many members-at-

large were present. It was a successful meeting, completed in 

record time. The after-program will perhaps be a fixture for future 

meetings. Coffee and sandwiches were served, beer also being 

available at the usual price. 

An invitation to make a donation towards a memorial in Mons 

was tabled until such time as the peace of Europe was assured . . 

. General Griesbach being in the Chair spoke feelingly of Capt. 

George Hunt’s unfortunate illness and the fact that he had been 

forced to relinquish his services as Editor-in- Chief of the Forty-

Niner. The Executive was instructed to arrange for a suitable 

presentation to Capt. Hunt at the annual dinner as a token of the 

members’ appreciation. 

The editing of the Magazine will be taken over by Norman 

Arnold, with Norman Cook assisting. George Gleave’s able work 

on advertising, the sole source of revenue for the Forty-Niner, was 

lauded. 

Various committees reported through Norman Arnold for the 

Magazine, funerals by J. W. H. Williams and Neville Jones gave 

the financial statement showing the finances to be flourishing and 

well managed. 

The election of officers resulted as follows: President, Major 

General Griesbach; Vice Pres., J. J, Blewitt; Corresponding 

Secretary, Norman Arnold Treas. Neville Jones; Secretary, Earl 

Hay. Executive for the ensuing year, Col. A. H. Elliott, Capt. Kin-

naird, George Gleave, Major Hale, Miles Palmer, Norman Cook. 

Fred Pinnell, Thos. Robb, George Crabbe, E. W. Newland, Scotty 

Hind, Walter Hunter. 

FORGOTTEN MEN GREAT WAR ORGANIZE 

TORONTO, July 12—Men of the Canadian corps erroneously 

reported “dead”, or “missing and believed dead,” during the Great 

War, decided to form an organization at the corps reunion here 

July 30. Suggested name of the new group is the “League of 

Forgotten Men”. Hundreds are eligible, Major T. M. Medland, 

general manager of the reunion, said Twenty years to the day after
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Twentieth Armistice Day Ceremonies 

 
 
after the end of the greatest and most devastating war of all time, citizens 

of Edmonton united with hushed reverence Friday in honoring those who 

lost their lives in that conflict. 

It was Armistice day—two decades after the historic “11th hour of 

the 11th day of the 11th month” which brought dearly-bought solace and 

peace to a world shocked and bloodied by four years of horror. 

Packed thousands of Edmontonians, many of them with eyes misted 

by memories, watched an impressive Armistice parade through 

downtown streets. 

But first they and all other citizens here, joined millions throughout 

the world in a spiritual communion of remembrance and thanksgiving, 

bowed their heads in “the great silence” that, comes once each year—the 

two minutes of utter stillness starting at 11:00 a.m., in honor of the earth’s 

war dead. 

Hon. J. C. Bowen, lieutenant-governor of Alberta, as representative 

in this province of His Majesty the King, stood soldier-straight and took 

the salute from parading troops as they marched past the Masonic temple 

after filing beyond the cenotaph, Edmonton’s own stately monument to 

her war fallen. 

With the governor was the Brigadier, G. R. Pearkes, V.C., D.S.O., 

M.C., officer commanding military district 13 Alberta head of the 

permanent militia in the province. 

Prior to the observance of the “great silence” four solemn but simple 

religious services were attended by thousands throughout the city. 

Speakers joined fervently in tribute to the heroic dead of the last war 

and in pleas that the peace of the world, which tottered in September 

before the signing of the Munich four-power accord, would be preserved 

along with the .honor and ideals for which millions of warriors fought 

and died a generation ago. 

The units of veterans formed up at the corner of 101A Ave, and 101 

St., and the militia units paraded from the Prince of Wales armories fell 

in behind them there, the combined parade marching up 101 St. to 

Macdonald drive, past the cenotaph, along 100 Ave. to 104 St., north to 

Jasper Ave. and back to 101 St., where the various units broke off. 

Memorial hall was filled to standing-room capacity at a service under 

Canadian Legion auspices, under chairmanship of Major Walter R. 

McLaren,
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president of the Legion, with Premier Aberhart and Mayor Fry as 

platform guests of honor. 

Also on the platform were representatives of the Red Chevrons, Ex-

Service Women and War Widows’ associations, St. John Nurses, Royal 

Canadian Mounted Police, Army and Navy Women, Overseas Nurses, 

United Spanish War Veterans, Imperial Order Daughters of the Empire, 

Canadian Corps, Military Institute, Army and Navy, and Civil Service 

association. 

Musical items on the program, with Miss Beatrice Crawford as 

accompanist, included “Lest We Forget” by Howard Stutchbury and “In 

Flanders’ Fields” by Delbert McFarland. Following two minutes’ silence 

and gunfire, Bugler E. Spinks sounded the Last Post and Reveille. 

Plea for continued peace in the world featured a brief address by Rev 

Canon C. F. A. Clough, padre of the Edmonton Fusiliers at a service held 

in the Prince of Wales armories. Shortly after 500 troops from units in 

the Edmonton Garrison assembled in uniform and 500 civilians watched 

from the balconies. 

Rev. J. H. Faulkner, padre of the Imperial comrades, presided at the 

short memorial ceremonies conducted in the Imperial Veterans hall. 

President George Wilce presided and led the troops later when they 

joined the parade past the cenotaph. 

This service was marked by the attendance of the oldest member of 

the Imperial organization here. William Doolan came from his home in 

Morinville. He first joined the army in 1878. 

Red, green, dark blue and light blue berets of 400 returned men filled 

the market square with a riot of color as Canadian Corps members 

gathered for the parade. 

Representing Canada’s four army divisions, the main groups of berets 

were interspersed with the khaki headpieces of Imperial veterans, the 

blue and white berets of former navy fighters and the blue and white 

headpieces of Corps troops members. 

Parade of the Canadian Corps members from the market square was 

headed by H. A. Dyde, president of the Edmonton branch. Formation of 

the men into ranks and their march to the main parade was supervised by 

Col. W. L. Oliver, parade marshal. 

Rev. Dr. George A. Macdonald, Corps padre, who was wearing the 

dark green beret of the fourth division, addressed the veterans briefly on 

conclusion of the two-minute silence. 

Circumstances of the outdoor assembly. Dr. Macdonald said, 

reminded him vividly of “similar gatherings behind the lines” overseas. 

Service at Beverly 

Citizens of Beverly gathered in the United church there to pay tribute 

to the war dead. Rev. J. T. Stephens, chaplain of the Beverly branch, 

Canadian Legion, was in charge and Rev. Dr. F. G. Roxburgh of St. 

Andrew’s Presbyterian church, Edmonton, gave the memorial address. 

 

LONDON 

Wreaths for Canadians 

Friday night a woman known to thousands of Canadian soldiers as 

their “London mother” of the war days placed in position at the cenotaph, 

Whitehall, wreathes from the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light 

Infantry—the renowned Princess Pat’s—and from the Canadian Legion. 

She was Miss Jenny Morris who returned some weeks ago from a 

heartwarming welcome across the dominion. 

 

POPPIES POPULAR 

With over 24,000 poppies sold on Edmonton streets Saturday, Nov. 7th, 

revenue from the Canadian Legion drive for funds to aid needy ex-service 

men and their families is expected to exceed last year’s $3,200 figure, Lieut.-

Col. E. Brown, M.M., E.D., chairman of the Poppy Fund committee an-

nounced Monday. 

“The drive was a success in every way”, Col. Brown stated. Additional 

poppies were rushed from Calgary Vetcraft shops when it was seen that stock 

of 24,000 would be exhausted. Sale of wreaths is continuing this week. 

Members of the I.O.D.E., headed by Mrs. G. Toby, Mrs. Hugh Black and 

Mrs. W. S. Niewchas, assisted in the poppy sales. Other organizations 

assisting were members of militia units here, Legion of Frontiersmen, War 

Widows’ association and Canadian Legion. George E. Gleave the 

advertising manager of “Ours” was as usual chiefly responsible for this 

success. 

SUPPLICATION 

AT ARMISTICE TIME 

By Peter Gething 

Formerly Major, Australian Machine Gun Corps. Dedicated to a brother 

killed at Vimy Ridge. 

In words of flame they wrote your epitaph, 

You were a gallant soldier, they said, 

But how can I walk down the paths we loved, 

Now you are dead. 

The chaplain told me that your soul had soared 

To dim far height transcending earthly things.  

"What comfort can this ever be to me? 

I have no wings. 

O Jesus, guardian over life and death, 

From War’s grim trumpets grant us long surcease;  

Let me once more behold my brother’s face—  

And give us peace. 

The above was sent in by Miss E. F. McLean, R. N., R.R.1, Brooklin, 

Ontario. 

VANCOUVER AUXILIARY BRANCH 

In the photo of the above branch appearing in the last issue of the 

magazine the names of two of the women were omitted, they are the last two 

on the right of the outside table, Mrs. Jones and Mrs. Bennet. 
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REMINISCENCES MILD AND BITTER 

“D” Company 

No. 811586, Reg. Wetherly, 16 platoon wrote in regarding some of 

his personal memories some time ago. 

“I missed the Avion raid by being detailed to 2nd division liaison 

runner along with Watt and one officer. In issue No. 22 is given the story 

of the raid at Hill 70, this was my first time over.” 

‘‘Does Capt. Hale still have the machine gun? I was platoon or 

company runner when I helped to get it to the coast, and then landed in 

the coop. I was along with Hale when he tried to stop one, the fog lifted 

while we were out, and we had to do a ground hog along a ditch to escape; 

“I was lucky at Passchendaele; a machine gun did a good job at 

cutting the straps off my harness, or equipment, one bullet went through 

a soap-box. I still have it in my possession.” 

“On discharge at Ottawa March 19th, 1919, met the original colonel 

of the Pats on the train and had a talk with him regarding the P.P. colonel 

killed at Amiens. He took my address, as the sister of the deceased officer 

was making enquiries about his death, and the sister, Mrs. Ritchie at 

Halifax exchanged several letters with me.” 

“I only met one 49er here, Braddock, Penna, that was in 1919. I 

believe he was with H.Q. I wonder where Sgt. Lassister is now? (We have 

lost trace of him.— Editor). I was in correspondence with Mrs. Dobe of 

Edmonton for a while regarding her son, killed at Passchendaele. I often 

wonder if she is still in Edmonton.” 

“It is my hope to be able to make a trip up there some day. In the 

meantime remember me to Capt. Hale and all the rest of the troops.” 

* * * 

H. Padget, of Tiger Lily P.O., Alta., writes. 

I am sending some photos which you might find of use in the 

magazine. I was flattered to see my story of the raid in the Forty-Niner. 

The name. I mention there Prichett is correct, he was killed in the June 

raid 1917. 

Did you ever hear the story of “Husky” being wounded? The 3rd 

Entrenching Bn. was digging trenches behind the Ypres front one night 

in July 1916. It was a quiet night and we were fooling around, some were 

throwing dirt at each other, a piece hit Husky (I don’t know his other 

name) (Believe this is Ledingham — Editor) So he said, “If you so and 

so’s, don’t cut out that throwing. I’ll come over there and make you”. 

Then they quit, but Husky said we had hurt his back. When we got back 

to the bivouac, he took off his tunic on going to bed and someone said. 

“You’ve got blood on your shirt, Husky”; so off comes his shirt and there 

was a bullet stuck in his back. 

* * * 

CPL. GEO. H. AUDREY GIVES FIRST AID 

“C” Company 

Les. W. Brand and I were companion stretcher bearers a few days 

after Christmas 1917. The Company was in support line in front of Cite 

Joan of Arc and we got orders late at night to move to the front line and 

take over an isolated position on battn. left flank, which was a high point 

flanked on both sides by valleys which cut off communication with the 

rest of the battalion during daylight. 

We were ordered to divide into two parties, one to be billeted above 

ground under corrugated iron covers, and the remainder were to be 

billeted in the “Minnie House”, which was so nicknamed owing to it 

being an ammunition dump for German shells “Minniewerfers”. 

This ruined mansion had a dugout in the form of a bow hut set into 

the earth about 25 ft. below ground and was very comfortable and 

believed to be bomb proof. There was a mosaic tiled pathway leading to 

the front steps of the house and little did anyone imagine that a few feet 

below this path- that the ground was hollow, but such turned out to be the 

case next morning. 

I spent a quiet night with the above ground detail. but about 6 a.m. 

the Germans opened up a terrific bombardment with trench mortars, and 

we had to fall back about 200 yds. to a trench for shelter. A. few minutes 

after I saw a shell drop in the “Minnie House” and in opposition to my 

officers wishes I rushed over to see what had happened and met two men 

(one of which I believe was Corporal Gottfried) stumbling along through 

the smoke. 

I donned my gas mask as the air was thick with the gas from the large 

shell and I could not find my way to the hut through the sulfurous smoke 

and when it cleared a little I found Pte. Brand on his hands and knees 

crawling from the hut, I got him up into the fresh air and used artificial 

respiration on him to clear his lungs and. I had an awful time with him 

owing to vomiting and looseness of bowels and him raving and shaking 

and I eventually bound him to the stretcher with blankets. 

I then carried out Pte. Rose and went back for another man who was 

trying to get out and on arriving above the ground found that Pte. Rose 

had died. 

The other men who were dead in the hut were so badly battered they 

were unrecognizable, owing to the effects of the explosion being so 

confined. 

The stove was blown to atoms and I found on investigating that I 

could see daylight from the far end of the hut and found the shell had 

come through the walk and shell of ground and on through the far end of 

the hut. 

On the arrival of Capt. Young, M.O., 49th battalion we took Brand 

out and made a special appeal to the Ambulance Corps for stretcher 

parties which was granted. 

I regret not being able to give exact dates as it is so long ago and 

regarding the officer with our detail that night I remember that was his 

first trip with the 49th and don’t think I ever heard his name but he came 

from the P.P.C.L.I. 

Cpl. George H. Audley,  

No. 811379, “C” coy., 49th Batt. 

*.*.* 

Signallers 

To the corresponding’ secretary: 

I am delighted with my first copy of the Forty- Niner and if I had known 

such an association was in existence, I would have made a bid for 

membership ages ago. An add inserted in The Family Herald by the 

Canadian Corps naming C. R. Jones as secretary for the 49th Bn. during 

reunion celebrations, brought my wife and I out of hibernation and landed 

us in Toronto where we had a glorious holiday.
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The thrill of meeting some of the boys I knew overseas (particularly 

Eddie Bell, Ernest McGire, and Trist, of the signal section) was alone 

worth the trip. I got a laugh out of Slim Bastables story about Charlie 

Johnson and really, I was so enthusiastic about the publication that my 

old weakness for making silly verses got the better of me. 

Am inclosing herewith the sum of $1.00, particulars requested in your 

questionnaire and silly verse. 

Yours for more Forty-Niners, 

“Monty”. 

Harold S. Montgomery, 

Bathurst Mines, N.B. 

MONTY’S CURE 

When you’re feeling sad and weary, 

And you just can’t carry on 

With your duties dull and weary, 

All your pep and vigor gone, 

Don’t despair my worthy comrade, 

There is solace for you yet, 

Send and get the Forty-Niner, 

It’s an act you won’t regret. 

 

When your heart is sore and troubled 

And your friends have proved untrue, 

How the pain is always doubled 

As you think and plan anew. 

How that little spark of comfort 

Always seems to pass you by, 

As you try to be so cheerful 

Tho you only want to sigh. 

 

Waste no time my worthy comrade 

On self pity or regret, 

Send and get the Forty-Niner 

It has never failed as yet. 

—MONT’Y. 

* * * 

“B” Company 

Corresponding Secretary, 49th Batt. Ass’n. 

Dear Sir: 

I am enclosing the sum of $1.00 for membership and for the 

magazine. 

The last copy of the magazine I received was printed in July 1938, 

and if there has been some printed recently, I would like to have them. If 

there is not enough enclosed. I will send on the balance for a year’s dues 

and membership, as I have forgotten what the year’s dues are for the 

magazine. 

I had the pleasure of attending the re-union in Toronto last summer 

and met some of the old boys I knew, Sergeant Haig and Sherman and 

several others, also some of the comrades from Edmonton, Alta, who I 

was glad to meet and they told me of the magazine. I am sorry I have not 

written before this but I forgot as I have been very busy since. I returned 

from my trip back East, I had not been home since I took my discharge 

in Toronto in 1918. 

Well as most of the boys have written their experiences since leaving 

the army, I may as well tell you mine. 

As I said, I took my discharge in Toronto, 1919. I left there in 

September 1919 and went to my homestead in Grande Prairie, and 

attempted farming, but I had a setback there, loss of crops and other 

conditions. I left for Vancouver, B.C. in 1922. I worked in the logging 

camps there out of Vancouver for several companies until 1926. I left 

there and went to Portland, Ore. and worked in the camps out of Portland 

for several different companies, mostly the Weyerhauser Co at Rainild 

and Relso, Wash., but the work has not been very steady since the year 

of 1932. I took to farming, mostly chicken raising and at times I worked 

for a while in the camps, when not busy at home, or whatever I can do. 

A year ago I had the misfortune of having my knee cap broken, and 

was laid up for 4 months in hospital and at home, so while I was laid up 

I took a trip with my family back East last summer. I got married in 

Portland on February 10, 1927, and have two children, both girls, going 

to school now. 

Well old Serg. Arnold as I have told you all I can think of for now I 

guess I will ring off. I was glad to receive the July magazine as it had lots 

of interesting reading in it. Was sorry to hear of Floen’s death as I have 

often thought of him, thru my remembrances of old “B” coy. Some time 

I may take a trip up to see the old town again, in the meantime, give my 

regards to the boys of “B” coy. 

Your truly, 

Robt. J. Campbell, 

R I Box 457, Tigard, Ore, U.S.A. 

 

BOMBERS 

E. P. Moran, No. 100797, of Gunn, Alta, writes: 

“In the July issue 1938, I noticed a photo of 16 platoon taken at Bruay. 

I remember quite distinctly about this photo. The full (now no wise 

cracks, Editor) corporal is none other than Jock Watson, “C” and “D” Bn. 

Bomber, he is sitting between C. Holmes and Bill Elliott. 

He was bribed by these newly appointed bombardiers to have his 

picture taken with them. When he came back to billets he told Corporal 

Hancox, a couple of others and me about it, owing to his noise we 

threatened to throw him out of our six man billet. Walter Hunter will 

identify him as I do. 
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C. Houghton in this picture, was my scrapping partner, yes, you could 

hear us quarreling for miles. Col. Palmer had knowledge of this for he 

had to take care of my post one night while Houghton and I went overland 

from “D” to “C” company quarreling all the way there and back. He later 

got to be sergeant. C. Houghton was also with me in East Sandling, Hut 

16, 9th Reserve in 1915-16. 

* * * 

“Old Phil” of Lloydminster, out sniping again, sends along the 

following snapshot. “The last number of the mag. was a humdinger. I had 

to put on my dark glasses and a straw hat and read it in the shade because 

of high blood pressure.” 

“The reunion at Toronto must have had a good deal of ‘Camaraderie’. 

(Probably this is some relation to Benedictine or Vin-Blink — Office 

Boy). We had a pretty good exhibition here the 1st to 3rd of August, a 

model of Edmonton on a small scale. I met ‘Slim’ Fred Patmore with his 

wife and family the first day of our fair, in the grandstand, he is the same 

Slim of Mericourt as ever. They invited me to a jamboree at their home 

at Greenstreet, Sask., but as the local train, C.P.R., only runs on Friday, I 

may make it after a while.” 

NOW FOR ANOTHER STORY: Taking “Snapshots”. A story of 

Courcelette, 1916. When the 49th went into action off the Bapaume road 

into the open terrain, pitted with shell holes; the enemy met us with 

sweeping machine gun shell fire, etc., etc. One of the tanks had been 

knocked out pretty badly but was still firing. 

Young Bremner of 5 Platoon was hit through the stomach and was 

pulled into a shell hole after being dressed. A sergeant went down and as 

I dressed him, and pulled him into a shell hole, I heard what I thought 

was a machine gun working behind me in a shell hole, so, I shouted out 

loud, “Keep your machine gun up, I have a wounded man here.” “This is 

not a machine gun but a picture machine.” said the man in khaki, who 

was operating it. 

Looking at an Edmonton paper in the Y.M.C.A. tent a few months 

afterwards, I saw the picture of the Canadians going into action. So. that’s 

that. 

*.*.* 

“D” AND IDDY UMPTYS 

Corresponding Secretary, 

Dear Norman: . 

I made a promise last July, which 1 hope, I am not too late to keep at 

this date. The promise was made to “Wally” Gladstone (who is living in 

Banff) that I would drop a line to you, so here goes. 

 

 

It was decided that a friend or two and I had to have a fishing trip for 

the good of our systems this, summer, so we picked on the Banff area and 

having heard that such an authority as Gladstone was to be located in 

Banff, we made a bee line for him as soon as we reached there. We were 

fortunate enough to find him home. After a few soldierly salutations and 

some reminiscences peculiar to Forty-Niners which I believe lasted 

almost an hour, we got down to a serious discussion on the merits of 

certain mountain streams and lakes, and the possibility of enticing the 

trout, speckled, rainbow and cutthroat, we were not fussy so long as they 

were fish. 

It was finally decided that we were to pick up Wally early next 

morning and proceed to his camp, about thirty-five miles out of Banff, 

where he and his partners had a timber limit. I believe they had a mine 

prop contract at that time. It was whilst we were on the road to this camp 

that Wally told about one of the fellows keeping a large, sharp axe by his 

side at night in case one of the numerous prowling bears decided to get 

too familiar and disturb his slumber in the rude way some bears have. 

Well we left Wally at his camp and located our own camping spot 

between two mountain streams, a fisherman’s paradise if there ever was 

one. 

We had made a tour of inspection, pitched our tent, etc., and were 

sitting around discussing our program for the rest of the day, when a park 

warden came on the double to ask if we were the party who had brought 

in J. W. Gladstone about five miles away. I am afraid we looked at him 

rather dumbly for a second before answering, anyway he asked if we 

would take Gladstone back to Banff as he had met with an accident. Part 

of a tree had fallen on his foot, piercing the ankle, causing a rather nasty 

and painful fracture. 

As we were helping Wally into his bed at home, he remarked how 

having another old Forty-Niner around reminded him of things called 

“Blighty”. Did you ever hear of them, Norman? I called on him twice 

before we left. 

We spent a wonderful week in that mountain retreat. We fished, 

climbed and made wonderfully surprising discoveries of scenes that only 

nature can produce which reminds me that before I go lyrical, let me tell 

you that if you’ve never slept in a tent in the mountains and heard the 

porcupine parade song or been wakened by the unearthly screech of a 

stone martin, to say nothing of inquisitive bears, you ought to try it some 

time. Well anyway we had a really worthwhile holiday, and I was very 

grateful to Wally Gladstone for his advice in directing us where to go. 

I am glad to say that Wally appeared to be getting along very nicely 

when I left. We had a long talk about the Parvillers Show and other 

scraps. 

What I am most concerned about in writing this letter is that as far as 

I can find out Gladstone is the only Forty-Niner in the Banff vicinity and 

since he has been retired from Warden service, finds time hangs heavily. 

Could you mention that here is a Forty-Niner who can give valuable 

advice to those who like myself feel the need of a good fishing trip in the 

mountains. I do hope you are able to get some sense out of this. 

Yours fraternally, 

A. L. Smith. 

(Now boys, if you desire good advice on fishing, etc., you know 

where to arrange for a guide.— Ed.) 
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12TH ANNUAL CHURCH PARADE 

 
Forty-Ninth Band Followed by the Companies 

 
Six hundred ex-servicemen marched through Edmonton streets, 

Sunday forenoon to the music of brass and pipe bands in the 12th annual 

church parade of the 49th battalion association to the legislative grounds. 

Spry despite the burden of 20 years which have passed since they fought 

in France, they swung along down-town streets with heads erect, arms 

swinging. Many walked with the aid of crutches and canes. 

Led by the scarlet-coated band of the 49th battalion, men who left 

Edmonton in 1914 with the original unit followed. Distinguished by blue 

berets and arm bands on which were embroidered the numerals “49”, the 

battalion marched after the original officer in command of the famous 

unit, Major General Hon. W. A. Griesbach, C.B., CMG., D.S.O., V.D. 

Following the original unit came the color party and escort, members 

of the Edmonton Regiment (49th Battalion) C.E.F. Commandant of the 

Edmonton Regiment, Lieut.-Col. P. L. Debney, M.M., marched at the 

head of the procession. Members of the Canadian Legion, the Red 

Chevrons club, Army and Navy Veterans, Imperial Army Veterans and 

the Canadian Corps followed. The 101st Edmonton Fusiliers, 49th Pipe 

and Edmonton Boys’ Pipe bands also were present. 

Speaker at the legislative grounds service was the Canadian Corps 

chaplain, Canon C.F.A. Clough who substituted in the absence of Rev. 

Capt. G. G. Reynolds, 49th Battalion association chaplain who was 

unable to be present. Canon Clough spoke on “Citizenship.” 

“Good citizenship consists of living up to the best that is in us and 

being prepared to sacrifice therefor,” the speaker told the parade. 

He asserted that today, the militia is being “maligned” by its critics 

as seeking war rather than peace. Such a belief on the part of any person 

is absolutely false, he said. 

“We are all peace lovers, we desire peace and we will live for peace,”’ 

he declared. 

Asking for continued loyalty to His Majesty the King, empire and to 

the memory of those men who did not return from France, Canon Clough 

told the ex-servicemen that they again “will be called to lead Canada, the 

eyes of the whole country being focused upon you at the present time.” 

Berets, Arm Bands 

Members of all units in the parade wore distinguishing berets and arm 

bands. Adjutant of the 49th Battalion association was Major R. C. 

Arthurs, M. C., R.S.M. George E. Gleave. 

Companies were commanded by; “A”, Capt. G. Hudson; “B” Col A. 

H. Elliott; “C” Capt. G.D.K. Kinnaird; “D” Capt. W. R. Hale. 

W. R. McLaren was in command of the Canadian Legion unit. 

H. A. Dyde, M.C., was in command of the Canadian Corps 

association assisted by Divisional Commander Corps Headquarters, W. 

M. Anderson, M. C. first division, L. Parker; second division N. Curtis; 

third division, S. H. Campbell, M.M.; fourth division T. B. T. Hewett. W. 

L. Oliver, M.C., E.D., was the corps parade marshal and J. Pryke, parade 

sergeant major.
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Sgt. Bugler A. Andrews sounded the assembly call. 

Parade started at the market square and moved south to Jasper Ave. 

where it was joined by Canadian Legion members who had assembled at 

Memorial Hall. It moved along Jasper Avenue to 107th Street and south 

to the legislative buildings. Parade returned to the market square at the 

conclusion of the service. 

Members of the 49th battalion association and their wives and 

members of the Canadian Legion and wives held luncheons in the 

memorial hall following dismissal. 

Editorial, Local Paper 

Twenty years after, but they still carry themselves like soldiers! 

Yesterday’s church parade was impressive, and in nothing more than in 

the reminder of the number of war veterans in our midst. 

Some of those attending the Church Parade 

J. L. Stone; C. S. Merrett; O. Muckleston; C. Jennings; A. G. Miller; 

J. Ledingham; H. Hind; C. Curtis; H. T. Mason; D. Collins; C. H. 

Bunkum; J. W. H. Williams; J. Robbie; A. H. Elliott; T. Robb; S. E. 

Southorn; J. Woodward, Drumheller; O. Palmer; F. Bowling; A. Lyttle, 

Ponoka; G. Hollands; J. Morris; W. Brownlee; R. Law; A. Moir; J. 

Martin; J. A. Edwards; C. Hill; F, Nelson; F. H. Steele; L. Hitchcock, 

Beverly; R. Hargreaves; S. Parsons; A. B. Rankin; R. V. Patterson, 

Camrose; H. Smith; A. Mackinnon, Kamloops; J. B. Main; S. J. Millar; 

Earle Hay; N. Arnold; Bill Belcher; J. C. MacQuarrie; L. C. Harris; W. 

A. Griesbach; Chas. Martin; W. Weir; E. C. Newnham; W. H. Duplessis; 

P. P. Muirhead; Geo. Douglas; Bob Whyte; D. Keeting; W. L. Purvis; F. 

Waite; A. H. Patrick; A. Black, Fort Saskatchewan; N. H. Jones; G. D. 

K. Kinnaird; Walter Hale; Jack Nolan. San Francisco; H. E. Balfour; 

Alex. Whyte, Thorhild; P. B. Holgate, Thorhild; L. G. Brown; W. K. 

McDonald; F. T. Pinnell; Geo. Foley; A. L. Bilton; Art. McCormack; 

Chas. Mathison; J. J. Blewett; R. R. McPherson; Chas. Devaney; Caleb 

Russell; Geo. Woodburn; Alec. MacDonald; Cecil Kinross, V.C., 

Lougheed; Bill Revill, Kinsella; A. B. Ansell: E. P. Moran, Gunn; D. P. 

Keen, St. Paul: Byron Morrison; A. B. Clutterham. Tofield; Geo. Killips; 

Tom Killips: Fred Richards: Jock Henderson; P. E. Reilly; W. Hutchison; 

L. F. Dawes; Chas. Wampler; Chas. Dawes. 

We Noticed 

Numerous boys on the sidelines, some legitimate “leg swingers” 

others just plain lead swingers. 

How eager they are for a “Forty-Niner” without even gracing their 

companies with their presence. 

The old Boys can still snap their heads up and march with precision 

in the parade. If their shoes pinch, they can’t blame the Quarter Bloke, 

maybe friend wife gets it in the neck though. 

How well the boys sorted out the tunes from the numerous bands and 

selected the one they liked best to march too. 

Isn’t it funny how easy the troops can find two bits for, well you know 

what, but find it so difficult for a badge. It was ever thus! 

SECOND COMMANDER “SILVER SEVENTH” DIES IN 

MINNEDOSA, MAN. 

Brigadier-General Hugh M. Dyer, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., five times 

mentioned in dispatches during the Great War, died here Sunday night, 

December 25th after a two weeks’ illness. A prominent agriculturist, he 

was 79. 

Born in County Dublin, Ireland, he was educated at the Royal Naval 

school, New Cross, London, and came to Canada in 1881, settling in this 

district 50 miles north of Brandon. 

He is survived by four sons, three here and Harry in British Columbia. 

In the first revival issue of the Forty-Niner, No. 9, July 1929, under 

the heading “Old Brigade Commanders”, appears the following: 

“Brigadier General Hugh M. Dyer, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., was an old 

timer in the Canadian Militia and commenced the Great War as a Major 

2nd I/C the 5th battalion (Western Cavalry) (Horse “sodjers” bleeding 

well walking). Later he succeeded to the command of the 5th and later on 

the promotion of Sir Archibald MacDonell, was appointed to the 

command of the 7th brigade. No better man could have been found to 

succeed Sir Archibald, for there was much in common between the two 

men. “Daddy” Dyde was a lovable character straight, fair and true. He 

got the confidence of the old brigade at once and his name will live with 

all old hands. In September 1918, he was required to take an appointment 

at Seaford in England and left the brigade as good as he found it and one 

could not say more in his favour. He was twice wounded during his 

service. 

All his old comrades, not only of the 49th, but of the whole brigade 

and others who knew him overseas will be sorry to hear of his passing, 

and sympathize deeply with the family in their sorrow. 

 
  



Jan 1939    No. 28             THE FOURTY NINER 
 

Page 28 of 45 
 

WHERE IS MY WANDERING BOY? 

John Wallace, “Jack, No. 

781717, enlisted in the 128th at 

Moose Jaw Dec. 26th, 1915. Sworn 

in Jan. 6, 1916. Joined the 49th 

Dec. 1916, posted to “C” coy. and 

was coy. runner. Received a 

gunshot wound and suffered from 

trench feet at Passchendaele. 

Discharged, March 21, 1919 with 

three years and three months 

service. Single. Farms at Glenside, 

Sask. Box 35. Wallace says, “I met 

Bob Mayes at a decoration day 

service at Craik, Sask., on Sunday August 14th and after 21 years 

it was a real thrill to indulge in a little chinning with him” Mayers 

sent along Jack’s address after they had met, they were in the same 

battalion and transferred to the 49th on the same draft. Wallace 

enclosed a photo taken at Lillers just before the Hill 70 doings. 

Those on it are Bobby Thompson, Jimmy Cheyne, Arthur 

Knutson and Wallace. It may be published in one of the next 

issues. He would like information of “Knutie” and G. O. McLeod 

original 138th Bn. man. 

George F. Bellinger, No. 433088, writes in from 5005 

Trumbull Ave. Detroit. “Please enclosed find my subscription for 

the Forty-Niner, hoping this will bring me up to date. I am sorry I 

cannot give you any news of Forty-niners as I do not come in con-

tact with any of them. I really do enjoy the magazine and read 

every bit of them. I get news of the boys I would otherwise never 

hear of. Lots of luck to you all; a very Merry Christmas and a 

Hearty Prosperous New Year. 

Sydney D. Jenkins, who served in Steady “D” wishes to be 

remembered to all the old lads of the village and hopes they will 

have the best of luck in the future. Enclosed his dues for 

membership and hoped it would cover his end of it. 

Bill Bowles, who has now returned to California sends through 

N. E. Cook a correction in the address of Ted Marshall which 

appeared in the last July issue. This should be, Box 39c. Costa 

Mesa, California and not Costanisa. Norman says, Bill is in his 

seventy-third year, but he certainly looked fit and full of Pep. Bill 

and Ted as you will all remember served in the “Good old Band”. 

Eric L. Harvie, (Harvey in army records) commissioned 

Lieut, in the 56th Dec. 1915. Joined the 49th June 1916 and was 

placed with 1 platoon, “A” coy. He suffered gunshot wounds 

during his service. Discharged, Jan. 1919 after four years’ service. 

Married, three children. Profession, Barrister. Address, 303 

(Sounds like something which went up the tunnel of our rifles) 

303-36 Ave. W. Calgary, Alta. Harvie has taken out a Life 

membership in the association. 

Cliff Disturnal, Mayerthorpe, Alta, writes to say Dave Glass, 

see particulars in this section, has purchased a store at Rock 

Rapids, Alta. Also acquired was one wife, Cliff in his usual 

facetious way remarks, another Battle Front. Well, we hope not 

and the best of luck to Mr. and Mrs. Glass. 

George Walter Thornton, “Shortie”, No. 432755, enlisted in 

the 49th Jan. 13th, 1915 and was posted to 4 platoon, “A” coy. 

Received a gunshot wound in the left arm, May 2nd, 1916. 

Discharged Oct. 2nd, 1917, after approximately two years and 

nine months service. Married and has one girl. Farms at Jarvie, 

Alta. Greatly enjoys reading the magazine and reads it from cover 

to cover. 

Frank Clarke Hornby, No. 432132, enlisted ill the 49th 

January 4th, 1915 and was posted to “A” coy. Was sick for five 

days in Shorncliffe hospital with a complaint which needed 

several No. 9’s. Discharged May 26th, 1919 after 4 years, 4 

months and 22 days service. Married and has two daughters and 

one son all married and living close to him. Occupation, carpenter. 

Address, 4128 Tilden Ave. Culver City, Calif., U.S.A. Says “He 

is mighty proud to be still remembered by the 49th Bn.” In his 

accompanying letter to the questionnaire ; He says, “I was at a 

wedding- party two or three weeks ago, (This would be around 

August—Ed.) the bride was Mrs. Sheldon, who has now become 

Mrs. Sutherland, and at the party was another 49er, Comrade 

Marshall. He was looking fine. The wedding was a very happy 

one, and the prospects for a happy life look rosy”. His own family 

is getting along nicely now after the usual up and down. If there 

is anything, he can do for any of the troops down his way he is 

only too pleased to obey commands. 

Frank Crozier, of “D” company sends along his dues and is 

very grateful to the association for the magazine and reads it with 

a great deal of interest. He has not been in touch with any of the 

old boys recently except Stuart Johns who still lives in Salem 

and is driver on a milk route there. The Canadian Legion at 

Portland has quite a number of members and he and Johns intend 

to go there with the hope of meeting some 49ers. Address, Route 

6, Box 20, Salem, Oregon, U.S.A. 

A. E. Hall, “Ed.”, No. 231257, enlisted in the 202nd Bn. 

March 20th, 1916, was transferred to the 49th June 1917 (just after 

the 9th June raid). He was posted to 12 platoon “C” coy. Suffered 

from arthritis of the spine during his service. Discharged April 

1919 with three years and one-month service. Occupation, Sub. 

Agent, C.N.R. Edmonton, Alta. Address, 11034 129th St. Married 

and has a platoon, or maybe just a section, of seven children. Ed. 

says he is a bit rusty on dates but when he joined the battalion 

Capt. Davis was in command of “C” and Joe Emslie, 2nd in 

command. 

J. A. S. Lowe, No. 59606, who served with the 21st Bn. and 

attended the July church parade in the course of a talk with us, 

says he lost a cousin overseas who was killed when serving with 

the 49th.
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Joe A. Holroyd No. 433120, enlisted in the 49th April 1915, and was 

posted to 6 platoon, “B” coy. He was discharged April 1st, 1919, with 

four years’ service. Civil Engineer at Stereo Collieries, Stereo, Alta, 

Address, Stereo, Alta. Joe enclosed $1.00 for his dues. 

Victor W. Reid No. 811159, enlisted in the 138th Oct. 1915. Joined 

the 49th Sept. 1916 and posted to 8th platoon M.G.’s. “B” coy. From 

March 1918 until April 1919 when he was discharged, he was with the 

7th C.E. Now farms at R. 1, Westville, N.S. 

Raymond John Gray, No. 400567, enlisted ill the 33rd January 16th 

1915. Joined the 49th the first week in October 1915 and was posted to 

6th platoon “B” coy. He was wounded during his service. Discharged, 

July 23rd, 1919 after approx, four years and six months. Milk Salesman 

with the E.C. D. Married and has one boy. Address 9748 97th St. It is 

interesting to note Gray was in France at the age of 16 years. 

Frank Green, No. 231002, enlisted ill the 202nd Feb. 10th, 1916 was 

transferred to the 49th May 1917 and was posted to 1 platoon, “A” coy. 

Suffered from sickness, April 1918 to July 1918. Discharged, March 

23rd, 1919 with three years and two months service. Occupation, 

Assistant Claims Officer. Married and has two children. Address, 10906-

74th Ave. 

Norman R. Main, No. 812084, enlisted in the 138th March 13th, 

1916. Left England for France in Sept. 1916 for the 47th Bn. was 

wounded at Vimy. Transferred to the 49th in the Fall of 1917 and posted 

to 9 platoon, “C” coy. Wounded and gassed. Discharged Feb. 1919 with 

three years’ service. Married and has three girls and one boy. Farming at 

Clyde, Alta. 

Thomas Cranston. No. 432865, enlisted in the 49th Jan. 13th, 1915 

and posted to 6 platoon, “B” company, later on was placed with H.Q. 

Discharged March 23rd 1919 with four years and two months service. 

Occupation, Carpenter, married and has a family of two. Address, 12022 

65th Street. 

Anton F. Silitch, No. 898345, enlisted in the 192nd March 22nd, 

1916 and transferred to the 49th Dec. 1916 serving with 1 platoon, “A” 

coy. Was gassed during his service. Discharged June 3rd, 1919 after three 

years and two months service. Married. Address Box 613, Powell River, 

B.C. 

 

 

David Hardie Glass No. 904908, enlisted in the 194th April 3rd, 

1916 and was transferred to the 49th with the first draft from Shoreham 

Dec. 1916. He was posted to 12 platoon, “C” coy. He held the rank of 

sergeant. Discharged March 22nd, 1919 after three years’ service. 

Married. General Merchant at Rock Rapids P. O., Alta. 

Drummer Sutherland, of the Pipe Band now lives at North 

Battleford and is the Storekeeper at Mental Hospital there. He paid a visit 

to Edmonton last September and called at the Fire hall to pay his respects 

to the Cor. Secty., but unfortunately he was out and so missed the chance 

of a chinwag. 

H. S. Montgomery, “Monty”. No. 445166, enlisted in the 55th June 

28th, 1915. Joined the 49th Autumn 1916 and posted to 7 platoon, “B” 

coy. During his service suffered from enteric fever. Discharged 

September 25th, 1919, with approx., four years and three months service. 

Now is the Switchboard operator, Hydro-Electric, Bathhurst Mines, 

Gloucester County, N. B., married, five children three girls 16, 10 and 8, 

two boys 18 and 14 years. Monty’s letter and a “Silly verse”, he terms it, 

appear on another page of this issue. He sent word by C.S.M. Whyte, of 

“C” coy. who also was at the Corps reunion, where Monty was contacted, 

to remember him to Bill Frame, P. “Paddy” Anderson, and all the other 

signallers. Wishes to hear from any of his old Palsie-Walsies who care to 

write. 

Robert John Campbell, No. 433073, enlisted in the 49th March 

16th, 1915 posted to 8 platoon, “B” coy. Transferred to Field Bakery No. 

1. at Boulogne France, 1916 and was with them until March 1919. 

Discharged April 26th, 1919 in Toronto, Ont. after four years and approx. 

three months service. Occupation Farm and Woodworker. Married, wife 

and two children. Address, R.l, Box 457 Tigard Oregon, U.S.A. 

Campbell attended the Corps reunion, (see letter elsewhere in this issue). 

Alfred Gill, does anyone know of this man’s address? A Mrs. 

Manson of Vilna, Alta, is enquiring regarding him. It will be of benefit 

to Gill to get in touch with Mrs. Manson. She believes he is or was living 

at Anning, Alta, the name in her letter is hard to decipher, Anning is the 

nearest we can get to it. 

G. A. Smith, “Smithy”, No. 436617, enlisted in the 51st January 

1915. Joined the 49th September 1915 and posted to “C” Coy., he is 

mixed up on the platoon, marking 14. Discharged March 1919, after four 

years and three months service. Married, and lives at R.R. 1., Dunstable, 

Alta. Farming, and to use his own expression, D ________ hard up. Well, 

we hope his fortunes will soon take a turn from around the brick wall. 

George S. Charlton, No. 253132, enlisted in the 209th July 13th, 

1916. Joined the 49th May 20th, 1917 and was posted to 16 platoon, “D” 

Coy. He received gunshot wounds in the left thigh, foot. etc. Discharged 

April 14th, 1919 after two years and nine months service. Trainman with 

C.P.R. Married, one girl ten years old. Address, 104 4th St. S. E. 

Medicine Hat, Alta. Charlton hoped, to be at this January reunion. Look 

around you may see him.
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Orlando 

Muckleston, “Laddie”, 

No. 432703, enlisted in 

the 49th January 12th, 

1915 and served with 3 

platoon, “A” coy. 

Suffered from sickness 

during service. Service 

in France 19 months; 

total service 3 years and 

four months. Discharged 

May 12th, 1918. Since 

1919 has conducted his 

own business, and by his 

consistent advertising in 

“Ours” has contributed 

to its publication. 

Active in sports on return he was for several years an official 

of the Superior hockey team. Married, wife and two daughters 

Jewel and Maxine. Home address, 10924 126th St. 

John Holmes Turner, “Iky” No. 432893, enlisted in the 49th 

Jan 1915 and served in the Band. Discharged April 1919, length 

of service four years four months. Has been sick since return from 

overseas and is still a very sick man. Married, family consists of 

2 boys and 1 girl. Address, 204 Connaught Block Saskatoon, 

Sask. Turner is a Barber and Musician. Any of his former 

comrades in the band who have any knowledge of his service 

could be of assistance to Mrs. Turner by getting in touch with her 

at the above address. 

Harry Botel, No. 422989, writes in to say how pleased he is 

to receive the magazine and enclosed his dues. He wishes to be 

remembered to his old pals. Will be letting the boys have a line or 

so regarding doings in the old days, at least he says he will when 

he can get down to it. 

G. T. Dance, of Rochfort Bridge, says; “I lost my oil bottle 

and pull through. I lost my Ross rifle too, etc. (He had better 

scrounge another before the Serge finds out.) Phew! I guess the 

boys are ageing. The Legion Branch at this point, he continues, 

will carry out the usual Remembrance Day service at 11:00 hrs, 

11th day, then “Stand at Ease” till “Smoker” 8:30 p.m. “Stretcher 

bearers” 11:45 p.m. Pack Train move off at 12:00 midnight”. That 

is what he calls a summary of the low lights in a tough day’s 

sledding. 

Albert Stroud, No. 432840, is now living at 2146 Lorne 

Terrace, Victoria, B. C. 

W. H. Collins No. 782273, 16 platoon, Steady “D” writes to 

say he sees Dr. Young to have his leg fixed up now and again and 

also Dr. Parkins who was with the 42nd Bn. He mentions Dr. 

Young and some of the Moose Jaw boys might manage to get up 

for one of the reunions. He asks if any of his sidekicks remember 

the time the cook lost the pepper and salt and the troops found it 

in the mutton stew; also the time at Villers au Boise when they 

pinched the stove pipe off the cooks kitchen. Collins was asleep 

with one eye open in the dugout once when the other boys were 

discussing the distribution of his share of the rum ration. He was 

sorry to disappoint the boys by popping up to claim it. His address 

is R.R.l, Tuxford, Sask. 

J. McD. Scott, 9a Buccleuch Place, Edinburgh, Scotland, 

sends in a wee Scotch crack. “My but was it not a near thing of 

being plunged into another war — during the crisis things looked 

black and while our people refrained from being panicky their 

thoughts were very serious.” “An ex-Canadian officer I met at 

Bexhill-on-sea appointed me a “Gaffer” in charge of sandbagging 

some trenches, that were hurriedly dug for air raid precautions.” 

“One of the boys came to me and said he had heard me in an 

estaminet at Locre. I asked him what he was in, and his reply was, 

the Canadian 42nd. Needless to say he got a cushy Job.” “Well, 

Norman you will be meeting the lads — just tell them MacD. 

wishes them all the best. Today being Armistice day, my mind 

wandered back to 1915 and many of my old pals come back, to 

memory.” “It would hardly be like a J. McD. if I did not end up 

with a touch of humor;” Said the woman customer over the 

telephone, “The next time I order chicken, don’t send me 

aeroplane fowl.” “what do you mean aeroplane fowl,” asked the 

butcher. “All legs and machinery and no body,” snapped the 

customer. 

Bill Frame, had better watch his step for Jimmy Collins is 

going to commit mayhem or some such thing on him if he ever 

gets hold of the aforementioned guy. Bill spent a couple of weeks 

at Vancouver this summer and failed to even get in touch with 

Jimmy as he promised. Ed Arnold and Bert Avery agree with him 

on the procedure and have promised to help if they ever catch hold 

of him. So, Beware! 

Sidney William Whitefield, No. 811527, enlisted in the 138th 

Bn. December 28th, 1915. Joined the 49th Nov. 8th 1916, and was 

posted to 16 platoon, “D” company. He suffered from Trench 

fever and shell shock. Discharged March 8th, 1919 after three 

years and six months service. Butcher, at Mirror, Alta. Married 

and has three children. Address, Mirror, Alberta. 

Frederick Robert Smith, “Banana Belt” No. 101375, enlisted 

in the 66th Sept. 24th, 1915. Joined the 49th May 2nd, 1916 and 

served with “B” coy. He served with 14 platoon: “D” coy. of the 

66th. Discharged March 22nd, 1919. Married, wife and two 

daughters. Farms at Vimy Ridge Farm, Grande Prairie, Alta. Now 

any time he feels like taking Vimy Ridge he just steps outside the 

back door. Smith wishes to be remembered to all his old pals of 

the 49th. Mrs. Smith writes to say her husband has suffered from 

cataracts of the eyes for the last eighteen months. We all hope he 

will soon recover from this complaint. All the family enjoy the 

magazine and thank the association for such good reading. 
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James B. Collins, President Vancouver Branch, writes: 

I have just received a letter from Comrade Charles L. (Tiny) Wall 

whose present address is 10801 Dwight Way, Berkeley, California, 

U.S.A., in case you do not know. He is asking for a copy of the 49th 

association song sheet. I do not know if you have any such animal on 

hand. Personally, I have never even seen one so that I cannot even tell 

him whether there is one or not. If you have one of these, I would sure 

appreciate a couple of copies one for myself and one for Tiny. He wishes 

to reprint some for the use of the Ladies Club of Post 113 Berkeley Can. 

Legion, B.E.S.L. 

Tiny mentioned two other 49’ers in the post: Claude E. Patterson 

and Alfred Hule, the latter being a draft from 51st and the former draft 

from the 48th. 

I also have to look around and pick up a British bugle for Tiny as they 

only have an American “Trumpet Bugie” at present for ceremonial pur-

poses and doesn’t like it. 

Trusting you are in the best of health etc. and will let me have a reply 

at your earliest convenience. 

Some song sheets used at the banquet were sent along to Collins. 

Anyone knowing the whereabouts of No.432277 Donald McLean, 

who enlisted in the 49th in 1915 and was discharged in Calgary, 1919, 

please notify the Corresponding Secretary. 

W. H. HURMAN “D” COY. 

70 Bridge Road, Weston-super-Mare, England. Dear Norman: 

Well old pal my father died suddenly last winter he enlisted in the 

194th in Edmonton and came over and served in France in the Labour 

Corp., wounded and sent back to Canada Pte. H. H. Hurman. 

Wish any of the old Batt, that I knew my kindest regards and the Great 

God’s blessing to all. 

Myself, wife and family are in fairly good health quite a family, 5 

boys, 2 girls and growing up. 

Wishing you and yours a Merry Christmas and a bright New Year, 

from your pal of 1915, 

W. A. Hurman. 

 

 

SYD. PARSONS NOW COUNCILLOR 

Deep gratitude and pride at his election to city council were expressed 

by Sydney Parsons, who was elected alderman last Nov. with 11,354 

votes, although unable to take personal part in the campaign. His absentee 

victory was historic. He stood third in the voting. 

Ald. Parsons was elected on the Citizens’ ticket and signed his 

nomination papers at Peace River, 

 

 

ALD. S. PARSONS, C.S.M. “C” COY. 

where he was working on a bricklaying job. He previously ran for 

council in 1933 and 1934 and for the Alberta legislature in 1935, as a 

Labor candidate. 

Born in Devonshire, England, he has been in Edmonton for 28 years. 

He served overseas with “C” coy of the 49th battalion. For five years he 

was president of the Edmonton Ex-Servicemen’s association. 

 

PROWLERS PACE PATROLMAN PAT 

Frightened by a Canadian Corps night patrolman into making a 

frantic dash for liberty on foot, two men who abandoned a car containing 

$100 worth of property in the Glenora district early Monday, August 

29th, are being sought by city police and R.C.M.P. 

Patrick Meehan, great war veteran, former city policeman, father of 

Pat Meehan, Jr. former constable and now a professional wrestler was 

credited Monday by Chief Constable Shute with providing city police 

with a clue as to identity of the two marauders and with having been 

responsible for recovery of property found in the car and a set of golf 

clubs valued at $200 found in the home of one of the hunted men. 

Mr. Meehan is one of two Canadian Corps patrolmen active in the 

Glenora district. Pat served with the band of “ours” and was a very 

popular member of the battalion. 
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EASTERN BRANCH 49TH BATTALION ASSOCIATION 

 

In submitting a contribution for publication in the battalion’s 

magazine which will be published in January, I propose to attempt an 

account of the Canadian Corps’ Association reunion which was held 

in Toronto this summer. 

The reunion of ex-service men which included members of the 

Canadian Expeditionary Force, Imperial Veterans, American 

Veterans, men who served in the armies of the allies and a few 

German ex-service men participated in the monster reunion and 

parade which was held in Toronto on July 30th, 31st and August 1st. 

The thought behind the scheme of centering together ex-service men 

is primarily that of putting returned men in a position of being able to 

render effective moral and economical support to Canada and to 

preserve, perpetuate and foster British ideals and traditions and to 

compose the prejudices and excessive feelings which may exist 

among the different peoples and the various schools of thought 

throughout the Country. 

The Canadian Corps is a non-political and nonpartisan 

organization which offers a means whereby ex-service men may 

rejoin their service units and mingle with the men they knew 

Overseas. Soldiers of Allied Armies are surprised to find that great 

numbers of their own countrymen are now residents of Canada and 

to German ex-service men, every cordiality is extended, as, once a 

soldier, always a soldier, and ex-service men of every country have 

ideals in common and the true soldier is a gallant gentleman who does 

not entertain a grudge against individuals who may oppose him. 

It is estimated that there were about 60,000 ex-service men on 

parade. Perhaps as many more lined the parade route. The warm 

weather and minus packs and equipment didn’t fare too badly. The 

route taken by the parade, was about three miles; much of it through 

Coronation park, along the shore of Lake Ontario, which permitted 

any fresh air that was available, on that very hot July afternoon. Capt. 

Ian MacKenzie,'Minister of National Defence, took the Salute at the 

march past the saluting base, and looked particularly happy. The 

enthusiasm displayed by the marchers could not help but inspire any 

public-spirited man. 

The President of the Canadian Corps Association in Ontario, 

Major Gordon M. Dingle, an old 3rd Battalion man, supported by a 

zealous staff of officers, had a very busy time indeed. The work that 

was accomplished by them covered a very wide field. Preparing for a 

reunion, assembling men from all over the Dominion and the United 

States, entailed as much work as preparing for a major field operation. 

The president of the association and his staff worked for almost a year 

to make the reunion the success it was. The gratitude of ex-service 

men and of the Country at large, is owing to these men. Their personal 

contributions in money services and the loss of time from their own 

fields of endeavour, amounted to a very real sacrifice; one which was 

so willingly and gladly made. It is hoped that the highest ideals 

entertained by responsible men of the old Corps will become 

something real and tangible. 

There is still existing the old spirit and dash which was shown on 

August 8th, 1918 in front of Amiens, when the Canadian Corps was 

acclaimed 

by the world, friend and foe alike. Unemployment, economic 

problems, business reverses, figuring out the battle of life, so often 

lowers one’s spirit, but there is ample evidence that the fire of the 

soul never goes out entirely, and it can be kindled into the brightest 

flame, when the necessity and occasion arises. 

The 49th battalion had approximately 120 members on parade. 

The men came from every part of the Province of Ontario and as far 

away as B. C. and Nova Scotia. When the Corps parade was over, the 

49th gathered at the Toronto Whist Club, which club has, through the 

good offices of C. F. Chapman some-time president of the club and 

an old “B” coy. man, taken the 49th under its wing. We are able to 

enjoy get-together dinners at the Toronto Whist Club which outstrips 

the environment which any other ex-service unit I know of in 

Toronto, is able to command. That does not make us feel uppish but 

we are, of course, always on our very best behavior. 

Lt. Col. Frank Bradburn, M.C., from Peterboro, being our senior 

officer in attendance at the Reunion, took charge of the 49th battalion 

parade and presided at the head table during our dinner held after the 

parade on July 30th. There were many speeches, greetings exchanged 

and even a couple of dissertations to enliven the dinner. The 49th 

often had its own internal and domestic problems, but like a proud 

family, kept these strictly to itself, and woe to any outsider who would 

attempt to interfere. These get-togethers we have in the East, always 

carry our thought back to Alberta and Edmonton, where most of us 

spent some of the best years of our lives, our youth and enthusiasm. 

Reminiscences of events and happenings Overseas, are, of course the 

high lights of conversation. Every forty-niner who was at the dinner 

in the Toronto Whist Club on the evening of July 30th, I am sure, left 

the club feeling that it had been one glorious get-together and reunion. 

I heard through the underground route and the Moccasin 

Telegraph that some of the irrepressible spirits visited other clubs 

after the 49th dinner was over. Some of them went to the sanctum 

sanctorum which Col. Bradburn had engaged at the Royal York 

Hotel, and where one learned, how fields were won; (past 

achievements did not suffer in the telling) and the policies which 

ought to be pursued for the next hundred years were laid down. It is 

a pity the minutes of that session were not preserved, as they would 

surely be of real value to posterity. 

I am also enclosing the following names and addresses of some 

new 49ers and others relocated. 

Tim Podgun, c/o Bank of Nova Scotia, Queen and McCaul St., 

Toronto. 
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J. W. Millard, c/o B.E.S.L., Orillia Ont., 

J. MacPherson, Thorold, Ont. 

J. Braidmore, 42 McGill St., Toronto. 

J. N. (Johnny) Walker, 1490 Dougal Ave., Windsor, Ont. 

F. Shipley, Customs Dept. Dominion Bldg., Windsor, Ont. 

S. K. Wright, 42 Ackman Ave., Hamilton, Ont. Wills, 1048 Roselawn 

Avenue, Toronto. 

E. Todhunter, 14 Major St. Toronto. 

A. Rae, 309 East Ave., N. Hamilton, Ont. 

A. Skeene, 8067 Wetherby Ave., Detroia, Mich. U.S.A. 

J. Armstrong, 215 Mary St., Oshawa, Ont. 

W. A. C. Mackintosh, 331 McLaren Ave. Toronto  

Dr. Dean, Caledonia, Ontario. 

H. Welch 1598 Dufferin St., Toronto. 

Norman S. Lindsay, 110 Lock Ave., N. Hamilton, Ont. 

I.M. Kemp, Utica, New York, U.S.A. 

L. B. Holmes, Jarvis, Ontario. 

H. T. Mason, Millgrove P.O., Ont. 

R. W. Lake, 53 Gault Ave., Toronto. 
 

During the course of the reunion we had the pleasure of Captain 

(Dr.) Dean of Caledonia, a former Medical Officer, calling for 

registration at the 49th Orderly room in the horse show building. 

A number of old Forty-Niners with whom we had previously been 

out of touch were re-contacted and thus registered, as were many 

whose whereabouts we had not known. 

Toronto Whist Club where dinner was held. There Mrs. Dean, 

Executive member of the Whist Club acted as hostess and endeared 

herself more than ever to the members by her charm and courtesy. 

The club was crowded to overflowing as were the spacious grounds, 

all of which was ours for the day, thanks to the Toronto Whist Club 

to whom we shall always feel greatly indebted. 

Save for two cock-tail shakers found behind bushes the following 

morning, no casualties were reported. 

We cannot fittingly end this account of the reunion without 

expressing our thanks to our President, Mr. J. R. Dobson for his 

untiring efforts in making the reunion a success and for his work in 

the Orderly room. Likewise, our thanks go to Mr. C. F. Chapman for 

his splendid work in making arrangements for the dinner. 

Annual Dinner and Election of Officers, Nov. 12 

For various reasons beyond the control of members, the turnout 

for this did not come up to expectations. The dinner was nevertheless 

highly successful, and the following officers were duly elected: 

President, J. R. Dobson; Vice-President, R. P. Ottwell; Sec-

Treas., C. R. Jones (with an increase in salary!!!); Committee, I. W. 

Anderson, C. F. Chapman, G. Edmonds, A. A. Rollitt, Peter Haig, (of 

Haig Whisky fame!), Walter Stallan (cousin of the big boss in 

Russia), E. B. Titus, J. Bryson; Liaison Officers, Colonel T. 

Greenfield, Hamilton; E. J. McGirr, Niagara Falls. 

A resolution was moved and passed unanimously that Mrs. Dean 

whom we have previously mentioned be appointed an honorary 

member and adopted as the “Mother” of the Eastern Branch. 

During the many times we have used the Toronto Whist Club, 

Mrs. Dean has made each and every one of our members feel 

thoroughly at home, and no more fitting appreciation of this could be 

made than appointing her Mother of the branch, and in doing this, we 

honored ourselves. 

C/o the Boys of the 49th Battalion. 

It was always my desire to be the mother of a large family. That 

great happiness was denied me until the youth of my old age. Then 

the very great honor. of being elected the mother of the 49th 

Battalion, Eastern Branch, was given me. It was beyond my wildest 

dreams to have such a very large family in fact I seem to be almost 

the mother of my country. I had met a few of the boys when they 

came to the Toronto Whist Club for their battalion dinners. The real 

heart-to-heart get-together, with (may I say with much pride) my 

boys. Was last fall at the big re-union when they came to the club, sat 

with me in the cool of the evening, on the terrace and talked of their 

war days together. Such wonderful brave men, each giving credit to 

his buddy for deeds well done. Is it any wonder I am so proud to be 

called mother by the boys of the 49th, Eastern Branch. 

In the words of Tiny Tim I say, “God bless you, each and every 

one”. A Merry Christmas to you all from your mother, 

Mrs. D. B. Dean, 

121 Walmer Road, Toronto. 

URGENT NOTE: — The Association here is in dire straights. 

Members please pay dues! ! ! 

We extend to all branches the sincere wishes of the Eastern 

Branch. 

CORPS REUNION 

The following letter was received from Secty. C. R. Jones of the 

Eastern Branch. Delivered by Kinross, V.C. 

“We are extending to the Edmonton Branch through the bearer of 

this letter, and one who we in Eastern Canada have endeavoured and 

had the honour to entertain, (Cecil J. Kinross, V.C.) our sincere 

greetings. We also thank you for making it possible for us' to have 

had during this great reunion our old buddy, Cecil Kinross. Will you 

please convey to the members of the Edmonton Branch our thanks 

and good wishes.” 

The following was also received at the same time. 

This material contributed by I. W. Anderson; R. P. Ottewell and 

C. R. Jones. 

Canadian Corps Reunion, Toronto, 1938 

Members of the 42nd Bn., gathered here, send best wishes to our 

friends of the 49th Bn. through their representative, Cecil J. Kinross, 

V.C. 

E. L. Husking, M.M. Lieut. 

The above was written on a picture post card showing the Princes’ 

Gate, Canadian National Exhibition, Toronto, Canada. 
 

DEATH CONFIRMED TWENTY YEARS AFTER 

Word has been received by William Park, Senior of Lethbridge 

that his son, Alexander C. Park, was killed in action during the great 

war. Department of National Defence notified Mr. Park that his son’s 

grave had been recently discovered in Europe and the identification 

disc, collar badge and a gold ring, found in it, have been received by 

Mr. Park. 

Alexander C. Park enlisted with the 63rd battalion in Edmonton 

soon after the outbreak of the war and was unreported after going up 

to the front-line trenches. 
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A TOUCHED-UP WAR DIARY; F. R. HASSE, REG. NO. 432944 
The author of this War Diary is F. R. Hasse, a member of “A" coy. and later “The Signals” and “Transport. He is now a resident of Victoria, B.C., having taken a twenty-year pension from 

the R.C.M. Police. This Diary is of absorbing interest to the men who were with the battalion in the earlier days in France, just as Mounsey’s War Diary was of particular interest to the men who 

were in France in the later stages. This is the eighth instalment. 
 

Chapter 8 

August 23rd — Divisional Pack Train camped at Le Brebis, 

having moved up from Barlin yesterday. We set up bivies and 

make ourselves as comfortable as possible. The 7th Bridgade is 

now in the line and we pack up rations at night for the R.C.R’s. A 
quiet trip and we get back in good time. Very sorry to hear of the 

death of Major Boyle. The Battalion can ill afford to lose such a 

rugged soldier. He was a giant in more than just physique and he 

brought out the very best in the men fighting under him. 

Aug. 25th — We move the Pack Lines back to Petit Sains. 

Take up rations at night for the Princess Pats. A long trip, almost 

up to the front line. Rains all night and we get wet through Find 

our tents and our bivies flooded out on our return. Several shells 

drop in the town at night. 

Aug. 28th — A wild, wet 

night and tents and bivies get 

blown down and badly 

ripped. Leave the camp 

deserted and get billets in a 

big barn Up the line at night, 

packing up sandbags for the 

Engineers. A lively night. 

One of the Princess Pats gets 

hit, also three of the pack 

animals. An unhealthy spot 

and we lose no time getting 

away after dumping our 

loads. 

August 30th — Not 

warned for any trip up the line 

and Hansford and I go to a 

concert by the 28th Battn. 

Some good talent and a 

thoroughly enjoyable show. 

On our return to the camp we get detailed to go up the line. 

Hauling up gas cylinders for the Engineers. A lively night and a 

double trip. Don’t get back to camp until 3:00 a.m. 

August 31st — Pack up rations and water for the 49th. The 

night is quiet until we leave Battalion headquarters. Ten of us 

packers are in our party — and with us are “Dad” Carman and 

Capt. Travers, these two officers always making a point of seeing 

the rations delivered to their destination. It is bright moonlight and 

we are evidently spotted as we stop at the end of the road and start 

to unload. Whiz-bangs land in amongst us and I see the man in 

front of me, Bud Wiser, crumple up and fall to the ground. His 

mule also drops. Another packer, “Davy”, is wounded. The 

shelling continues and it is as much as we can do to hang on to the 

terrified animals, let alone unload them. Get a glimpse of Capt. 

Travers making herculean efforts to control a crazed mule and 

then I get knocked down from the concussion from a shell which 

seems to explode just the other side of my mule. Lie there for a 

while, stunned and deafened by the explosion and only dimly 

conscious of what is happening. The shelling at length stops and 

I pick myself up. Must have been lying there sometime for when 

I get to my feet there is no sign of anyone around. Three packers—

Burt, Bud Wiser and a 116th man, are stretched out dead, and 

three mules are also dead. One of the dead mules was. my own, 

his belly is ripped up and the pack-saddle has a great gash in it. 

As I start back, come across a wounded mule about a hundred 

yards down the road. He is able to walk and I lead him along with 

me. Further down the road catch up with three packers and four 

mules, two of which are wounded. We return to camp slowly, 

feeling miserable and shaken at the loss of our comrades. 

Sept. 1st — Still feeling considerably shaken and can hear 

nothing in my left ear. Parade sick and am sent up to the hospital. 

Grub good and plenty of literature to read, and spring beds to sleep 

on. Slip down to the Transport lines at night and see the fellows. 

Sorry to hear that Dad Carman was badly wounded last night. He 

is reported to be doing well in hospital, though it is feared he will 

lose a leg. General concern is felt for his well-being for there is 

no more popular officer in the 49th than Dad Carman. Did ever 

quartermaster have the interests of his men more at heart than had 

Dad Carman during the two years or more when he was “D” 

company’s Q.M. He is going to be sadly missed by the Transport 

Section, for though he only took over last June he had already 

endeared himself to all those serving under him. Never was the 

nickname “Dad” more appropriate. 

Sept. 2nd — No rigid rules about remaining in hospital and I 

slip out in afternoon and visit the Packers. Petit Sains being 

shelled on my return to hospital. See half a house destroyed by a 

shell. Hear later that the dead body of a child, a little girl, was 

recovered from the ruins. Yet there are those who talk and write 

of the glory of war. Wonder if they would still do so after seeing 

the mutilated body of that child. 

Sept. 3rd — Get detailed for Corps Rest Station at Fresnicourt. 

Taken down there by ambulance in afternoon. Bath and a change 

of clothes. Hospital ideally situated in the grounds of an old 

chateau, and surely every hospital should aim at being in such a 

place — in beautiful surroundings and close to nature. Under such 

conditions the battle is half won at the start for those sick in mind and body. 

Accommodation and grub good. Weather grand. 
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Sept. 5th — Whoever is in charge of this Rest Camp knows his 

job. We are left alone, and the entire day is our own apart from 

the medical inspection in the morning. As we lie around in the 

grass we see a big German plane brought down by one of our 

small air scouts. It is entirely out of control as it crashes to the 

ground. Our air scout, after his success, loops the loop a couple of 

times and cuts other delighted capers. Perhaps his first bag. In 

evening attend a lecture in the Y.M.C.A. given by a French 

interpreter. He is no “interrupter”, a term sometimes facetiously 

applied to his profession, for he has a perfect command of 

English. He gives us a most interesting lecture on French history, 

though his version of various events differs mightily to that which 

was taught us at school. To hear him talk one would almost think 

his countrymen won the battle of Agincourt! But he is a good 

natured and humorous fellow and he gives no offence to his 

audience. A thoroughly entertaining evening in fact. 

Sept. 6th — See ear specialist in morning. Spend day lazily, 

basking in the sun and reading, in the chateau grounds. In evening 

go over and view the old castle at Fresnicourt. A good deal of the 

castle, which is surrounded by a fine moat, remains intact. What 

tales those old walls could tell if they could only speak—of war 

and romance, of love and hate, of happiness and misery 

throughout the centuries. The ancient building, to which there 

clings the spirit of the past, is being gazed at with mixed feelings 

by Canadian soldiers, mixed feelings in which reverence largely 

predominates for many of them had never seen a building more 

than fifty years old before they joined the army. 

 

 

Sept. 8th — Having a very lazy time of it. Artilleryman in bed 

next to me rejoins his unit. His bed taken by a wireless and I.T. 

man. Very interesting listening to him describing how they listen 

in to what is passing over the German wires. Spend evening on 

hill top above Fresnicourt with a copy of Browning’s poems. A 

grand sunset — almost as gorgeous as anything one sees on the 

prairies. 

Sept. 10th—A big mail from England. Also, a letter from Bill 

English of the O.R. In afternoon take a hike over to Mount St. Eloi 

where the Battalion is camped. Good to see the fellows once more 

and get all the latest news. 

Sept. 12th — A Chinese outfit is camped not far away and a 

number of them come over in evening with a handcart on which 

to load some rolls of blankets for washing. They load these rolls 

up in a big pile on the cart, but the load topples down just as soon 

as they start up. There is apparently no one in charge and no one 

with any idea of how to build up a load, but they all jabber away 

at the same time and think they know what should be done. Again, 

and again the load topples over, each upset being greeted by 

shrieks of laughter from the Chinks. It may not sound particularly 

funny on paper, but it was a most uproarious comedy to watch, 

and we laughed until our sides ached. But at length some of the 

fellows, tired of laughing, built up the load properly for the Chinks 

and they trotted off gaily, still chattering away like monkeys. 

Sept. 15th — Am marked for duty and I leave the hospital. 

Return to Pack Train on arrival there am told to report to the 

Battalion Transport. Meet Botel down there. He has just returned 

from Blighty leave and he gives a graphic account of an air raid 

on London. Was able to render first aid to a couple of casualties. 

He tells me that Macdonald Cutres and McKenzie of the 

Signalling Section have all been recommended for commissions 

in the Royal Flying Corps. They should all make good pilots. 

Sept. 17th — Ride up the line at night as orderly to Capt. 

Travers. The night very quiet, with not even a shell dropping 

around Vimy Station. A very different state of affairs to that 

prevailing two or three months ago on this front. The 49th front is 

now on the Division’s extreme right. 

Sept. 19th — Rowdon being away on leave I am detailed to 

take his team for the day. Haul water in the afternoon. An enemy 

aeroplane gets the better of one of our machines and pursues it to 

the ground. Keeps at its tail the whole way, peppering it the while 

with his machine-gun. He is over our camp at a height of only 

about two hundred feet — so low in fact that his features can be 

plainly seen. The German bullets kick up a dust in our camp and 

everybody scatters, some for shelter and others, the bolder spirits, 

to grab rifles with which they emerge and blaze away at the plane, 

which seems such a big target flying so low. Feel uncomfortably 

conspicuous myself perched on a horse. Fritz makes his getaway, 

though his machine can hardly have escaped being hit by rifle fire. 

Our plane lands just behind the Transport Lines. We go over to 

the spot and find the machine is riddled with bullets. The observer 

has been shot through the leg, but the pilot is uninjured. 
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Sept. 20th — Jimmie McGillivray drops round to the Transport 

Lines. Mentions that Bill Frame and he have been recommended 

for the M.M., surely no two men ever deserved the decoration 

better. Three teams go up the line at night working for the 

Engineers. Detailed to go along as brakesman on the trestle-

wagon. A quiet evening — no shelling. 

Sept. 2nd — Results of the Alberta Provincial election are 

announced. George Harper, to our disappointment, has been 

beaten by about nine hundred votes. Bob Pearson and a nurse are 

the two successful candidates. But George made a good showing 

for he polled more than three thousand votes. An American 

soldier visits the camp at night, the first we’ve seen. He is a quiet, 

well spoken fellow and looks smart in his uniform, but the gaiters 

he is wearing would not appear very practical for trench use. 

Sept. 24th — Troops in the vicinity can be seen going over the 

tapes every day and everything points to an early offensive on this 

front. A Chinese labour battalion moves into the district and camp 

alongside us. They are tall lanky fellows from northern China and 

many of them look quite villainous. 

Sept- 25th — Get detailed for the horse clipping at the Mobile. 

Looks as though we are in for a lengthy job for all the horses in 

the Division, about 1200 in number, are to be clipped. Six 

machines and twelve men on the job. Only one mean horse 

handled during the day. Has to be thrown before he can be clipped. 

Sept. 28th — Horse clipping at the Mobile continues. More 

than twenty men, from various battalions, working there now and 

we make good headway. Pause in our work to, watch a German 

plane shoot down a nearby observation balloon. Three of our 

planes are on the job and get after him, but he decides to try and 

bag another balloon before making his getaway. He gets a second 

balloon all right, but our planes are now right on his tail and they 

shoot him down before he can get back to his own lines. We hear 

afterwards that the two observers from the second balloon, after 

leaping to safety in their parachutes, went over to the captured 

German pilot and shook hands with him. Pity all the fighting could 

not be conducted on such chivalrous lines. 

Sept. 30th — Hear of the good work done by the Forty-Twa’s 

up the line last night. Ambushed and cleaned up an enemy patrol 

in No Man’s Land, not one man escaping. As no one had got back 

to tell the tale the Forty-Twa’s decided that it was likely a second 

party would be dispatched to seek out party number one. So they 

stayed their ground and were rewarded, after a long wait, when a 

second German patrol loomed up in the dark. They cleaned up on 

this party too and returned to our trenches without suffering a 

single casualty. Great work, for seven prisoners were secured and 

more than that number of dead left in No Man’s Land. 

Oct. 2nd — Clipping at the Mobile continues. A mean brute of 

a horse bites “Frenchie” of the 52nd on the thigh, though that’s not 

the word that appears in this diary. The torrent of invective he lets 

loose, as he dances around, gives us a great laugh. Wonder just 

why the misfortunes of another should be a subject of merriment 

but no doubt Eve laughed, in the first place, when Adam met with 

some misfortune. In evening watch about half a dozen of our 

airmen performing all kinds of stunts. They seem as though they 

are trying to outdo each other, and it is as good as a circus seeing 

them looping the loop and doing the corkscrew drive and other 

dare-devil stunts. 

Oct. 4th — At noon we get the totally unexpected news that 

the Division, and the whole Canadian Corps in fact, is to move 

out of the line. All the more surprising seeing that the fellows have 

been going over the tapes for some time past and were expecting 

a big offensive on this front. Wild rumours everywhere. 

Oct. 5th — Get an early start. March to Chelers by way of Acq. 

Chelers a typical French village. Billeted in big barn. A cold wet 

evening, but we rustle wood and make a good fire. After supper 

we sit round the fire yarning and are quite a happy crowd. After 

all what more can a fellow want than warmth, a belly more or less 

filled, and good company. 

Oct. 9th — This is the second anniversary of the landing of 

49th in France, and a good excuse for the battalion to celebrate, 

and celebrate it does in no mean fashion. Tony Peterson, Mike 

Dempsey and I, survivors of the party who joined up at Lake 

Wabamun, have a little celebration of our own in a nearby 

estaminet. We get George Harper to join us and we have a happy 

time together. A rowdy time in camp at night. A “C” Coy. man 

picks a quarrel with Mike Dempsey and tells him it is lucky he’s 

got stripes to protect him. 
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Mike thereupon takes off his tunic and floors the fellow. Major 

Weaver, just returned from Blighty, gets a great reception — Pat 

Cunningham, somewhat under the influence of the evening’s 

celebration, grabbing him by the hand and saying, “You’re a 

Curly Wolf, you’re a Fluffy Cow!” 

Oct. 10th — Am detailed to help George Harper with the issue 

of hay and oats. Strong rumours to the effect that the Canadians 

are going to Paschendaele. Charlie Walker and Edwards return to 

the battalion with commissions. Take a walk over to Tinques in 

evening with George Adkins and get feed of eggs and chips. 

Oct. 16th — Entrain at Savy. Detailed to travel with a carload 

of horses (huit chevaux). An interesting trip. Many African and 

Asiatic natives in strange garb at work on the grade. Disentrain at 

Caestre. It is just two years ago since we were here and memories 

go back, for it seems a long time ago, to those days when we were 

green troops in a strange country. We that are left feel like 

seasoned troops now. It is nearly midnight before the train is 

unloaded and we then set out on a long march. A halt is called at 

length and we are billeted in a great barn with a thatched roof. 

Horses tied out in the open. 

Oct. 18th — Our billets about two miles from Hazebroucke, 

which is full of Imperials, Australians and Americans. See a train 

load of tanks going up towards the line. Much traffic on the road 

by our camp and everything points to further heavy fighting Ypres 

way. German aeroplanes over our camp at night, with our 

searchlights playing on them. No bombs dropped in our vicinity.  

 

 

Oct. 23rd — Battalion takes train for St. Jean. Transport goes 

by road, via Reninghelst. Our lines near old Belgium Chateau. 

Hardly anything left standing in Ypres now — must have been 

badly battered since we left it over a year ago. German planes over 

our lines all the time. Fritz undoubtedly is boss in the air on this 

front. 

Oct. 24th — A fine day and George Harper and I fix up a good 

bivie. Anzacs are to be seen everywhere. Many have been in the 

line and they tell us this is the toughest front they were ever on, 

no trenches to speak of, everything being one great sea of mud. 

Enemy planes active again to-day. Battalion is bombed and three 

men killed, and a dozen wounded. 

Oct. 26th — Jimmy Petersen comes back from leave and joins 

George Harper and myself in bivie. Wet miserable day but we 

rustle up enough dead ashes and coke to get a fire going in an 

improvised brazier. Make some tea and toast at night and as we 

sit round the glowing brazier George Harper rubs his hands, 

beams through his spectacles and says, “I call this real comfort.” 

Remarkable chap is George. Although fifty-six years of age he 

still sticks it out as well as any fellow in his twenties. Hear that 

the 8th and 9th Brigades took their objectives yesterday and 

captured some prisoners. Their losses heavy however. 

Oct. 27th — I go and visit my brother’s grave near the old 

Railway Dugout. The vicinity has been shelled heavily but my 

brother’s grave is intact, though the wooden cross has been 

riddled with shrapnel. German bombing planes active at night. 

They come over every night and are getting on the fellows’ 

nerves. 

Oct. 28th — Battalion moves up into the line. Colonel Palmer 

in charge and George Macleod second in command. A forty-eight-

hour trip. It is reported that they have tough objectives to take. 

More heavy bombing by Fritz at night. 

Oct. 29th — A fine day for a change. Battalion is to go over 

the top tomorrow. Get the news that Capt. Travers was killed last 

night while taking the rations up the line. Wonder if there ever 

existed a more conscientious quartermaster than Capt. Travers. 

His job did not necessitate him facing the shelling night after 

night, but he did so nevertheless, for wherever the rations went he 

went also. 

Oct. 30th — In the early morning we hear that all is going well. 

But about noon we get the disastrous news! Battalion all but 

wiped out in a desperate effort to gain objectives. Seven officers 

reported killed and thirteen wounded. As black a day for the 49th 

as the 3rd of June last year. The jubilation we felt when the first 

rumours reached us this morning is now turned to depression and 

faces everywhere are sad and lifeless. 

Oct. 31st — Hear some details of the fighting yesterday. Our 

artillery preparations a long way short of that which backed the 

fellows at Vimy and the enemy pillboxes were almost undamaged.
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Heavy machine-gun fire from these pill-boxes responsible for 

most of our casualties. Mud from all accounts the worst that has 

been encountered on any front — so thick and heavy that 

wounded and exhausted men sank in it and were drowned. Makes 

one wonder why such a quagmire should be selected for an 

offensive. Give the Canadian Corps a decent show with artillery, 

and solid ground to fight on, and they’ll smash through the enemy 

line anywhere on the Western front; but no matter how stout the 

heart may be, the flesh cannot survive, hour after hour, against a 

sea of mud. 

Battalion gets relieved and comes out of the line not much 

more than a hundred strong. Only about a dozen men left in “B” 

Coy. All the old timers in “A”, my old company, seem to have 

been either killed or wounded. The “A” Coy. dead include those 

two fine young officers, Stone and Rusconi, who were with the 

Battalion so long as privates. German bombing planes over the 

camp again at night and there are heavy casualties in the vicinity. 

Nov. 1st — George Harper, Mose Williams and Dorway get 

their passes for Rome leave. They are the first in the Battalion to 

get Italian leave. There would appear to be some method in 

sending British soldiers there on leave, for the morale of the 

country must be at low ebb judging by the recent serious reverses 

on their Austrian front. A dark cloudy night and we are not visited 

by enemy bombers. The Battalion is to move tomorrow, and 

everyone will be glad to get away from these night air raids. 

Nov. 2nd — Move back to billets near Watau. Battalion 

transported by busses. Good barn for the Transport Section but 

the horse lines are out in the open. Am placed in charge of the hay 

and oats during the absence of George Harper. An easy enough 

job though it is not an easy matter to satisfy the drivers with the 

meagre rations received. Have to sleep with the feed or it would 

be swiped for the drivers worry about their horses going hungry 

— but the animals keep in good shape, nevertheless. Hear that the 

Battalion went into the line on the 28th. 570 strong. Casualties 

numbered 425, roughly seventy-five per cent. This is the heaviest 

blow the Battalion has suffered since landing in France. Fellows 

feeling depressed, and a little bitter over the whole wretched 

business. They are asking why an offensive should be made on 

the worst part of the Western Front at the worst time of the year. 

Nov. 4th — Get paid in the afternoon, and fellows strive to 

forget the horrors of Passchendaele in the local estaminets. A draft 

of a hundred men reach the Battalion. Some old-timers included 

in this draft Gleave and Gale, of No. 2 platoon, being amongst 

them. A fine evening and Willie Palmer and I take a walk down 

to Watau. 

Nov. 6th — One of our planes tries, to affect a landing by our 

camp. Catches on telegraph, wire and turns a complete 

somersault. Badly wrecked, but pilot and observer are unhurt. 

They climb out of the wreckage and light cigarettes. The pilot then 

remarks, with affected accent and sheepish grin, that he’ll 

probably get hell for smashing up a new bus. He is a veritable 

Piccadilly Johnny and had not the war come along he would 

probably be hanging around the stage door of a West End theatre 

— whereas now he is a fearless pilot on the Western Front. 

In the afternoon there is a baseball (soft ball) match between 

officers and sergeants. The fellows turn out in force to watch it. 

Some of the nicknames hurled at the players are hardly of a 

complimentary nature, neither are some of the remarks, but it is 

all good-natured fun and an hilarious time is had by all. But 

possibly it is all a little bit forced — though unconsciously so — 

a reaction to the misery and suffering and heartache of 

Passchendaele a week ago. 

(Continued in Next Issue) 
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VANCOUVER BRANCH 49TH BATTALION ASSOCIATION 

 
Dear Comrades: 

Once again, the Vancouver Branch of our association feel thankful 

that they are able to express their best wishes to you all. It seems that the 

yuletide spirit brings back with double force the many friends and the 

spirit of comradeship formed when we were all together on so many 

occasions twenty years ago. 

During the past summer we have had the privilege of meeting several 

49ers, who have been here from the prairies, and we sure appreciate their 

looking us up at our headquarters. We were very pleased to welcome, 

also, our comrade Kinross, V.C. who renewed many acquaintances while 

here and was very popular at one of our association whist-drive and 

dances. 

Our branch has had a very active year, our meetings held monthly and 

the social evenings, mostly whist-drives and dances, held twice a month, 

also several house whist drives held by our Ladies’ Auxiliary, who, I am 

very pleased to report are functioning 100% and are behind the men’s 

organization at all times. 

A large number of 49ers attended the Edmonton picnic, held in 

Stanley Park last July. Many old faces from the hometown were 

recognized and many good handshakes were noticed, as old friends 

recalled instances of the past. In fact, the happiest man present was our 

old friend Chief Lauder, whose little red car, speeding down Jasper Ave., 

is still in our memories. 

Our dining hall at the Vancouver Exhibition this year was very well 

patronized. During the ten day’s we did approximately a $3,000 business. 

It means considerable work and planning, but the returns are very 

encouraging when we consider by carrying on this venture that each year 

about thirty five of our members and Ladies’ Auxiliary benefit by 

working and making at least one week’s wages, which in all cases proves 

very acceptable. 

We are holding our annual Xmas tree on the 13th of December. In 

checking over our list I find that we have 108 names already, who are 

eligible to receive presents. Our refreshment list will include over 200 so 

we are looking forward to a “large” evening and are all pepped up to go 

out this one night with the kiddies. 

Plans are fairly well advanced for our annual banquet, which we are 

holding at Vancouver on January 7th, 1939. This year we are going back 

to the spacious dining hall at David Spencer’s Ltd. and from enquiries to 

hand indications point to a gala re-union. 

We are very pleased to report that our “sick list” has been extremely 

light during this year, and all members are looking just as fit, only a little 

older, as they did many years ago. Several 49ers turned out for the big 

parade on Armistice day and it was very noticeable how marching behind 

the bands seemed to bring back the old pep and ginger. In fact, believe it 

or not, we were all once again in perfect step. 

We regret to advise that Com. W. J. Haming lost his loving wife 

during the past month and our sympathy goes out to him at this trying 

time. 

From Vancouver, Col. R Harwood, a life member in our branch, 

wishes to extend to you all, and 51st men his best wishes for continued 

success in all your undertakings. 

May we once again wish all 49ers where-ever they may be our sincere 

wish for their future success and happiness and extend an invitation if 

ever in our midst to look us up to renew that feeling of comradeship 

which we all hold so dear. 

Our annual Xmas tree held on Tuesday was a huge success, over two 

hundred present we had over 125 presents for the children and supplied 

refreshments for all grown-ups included. 

Yours sincerely 

P. C. Wells, Secretary. 

LIFE MEMBERS 

Major General, Hon. W. A. Griesbach, 12916 102 Avenue, Edmonton. 

Mrs. Dorothy Weaver, 10232 Wadhurst Road, Edmonton. 

Mrs. A. K. Hobbins, 9848-84th Avenue. 

Major A. P. Chattell, 10520 126 street, Edmonton.  

Capt. G. D. Hunt, 10842 125 street, Edmonton. 

Capt. J. C. Thompson, Toronto. 

Lieut. N. A. Campbell, Alberta Nash Co. Ltd., Calgary, Alberta. 

Lieut. I. W. Anderson, Apt. 405, 2400 Queen Street East, Toronto, Ontario. 

Capt. The Rev. W. A. R. Ball, The Vicarage, Ramsgate, England. 

Major J. R. Lowery, Pacific Building, Vancouver, B.C. 

Earle O. Hay, 11138 65 street, Edmonton. 

Neville H. Jones, 11252 125 street, Edmonton. 

Walter Jordan, 12206 Stony Plain Road, Edmonton. 

Lieut. R. P. Ottewell, 85 Richmond Street West, Toronto, Ontario. 

Mrs. Mary Boyle, 7518 8th Wilton Place, Los Angeles, California. 

J. E. Brady, Luscar, Alberta. 

A. Croasdale, 29 Newton Road, Ashton-on-Ribble, Lancashire, England. 

Major A. W. Owen, The Continental Illinois National Bank and Trust 

Company, 231 South La Salle Street, Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A. 

Lieut. J. F. E. Carman, 1271 McKenzie Street, Victoria, B.C. 

E. J. Sharp, 13 Stanhope Place, Edinburgh, Scotland. 

Lieut. A. M. Macdonald, 9844 89 avenue, Edmonton. 

Mr. W. E. Palmer, 1004 Eucalyptus Avenue, South, Inglewood, California,    

U.S.A. 

Lieut. T. N. Ramsey, 10142 130 street, Edmonton. 

Major F. L. Bradburn, 408 George Street, Peterboro, Ontario. 

Major B. H. Taylor, Lakeside, Sidney, Vancouver, B. C.  

Major F. S. Winser, Idaho Springs, Colorado, U.S.A. 

A. F. Proctor, 309-10 U.S. National Building, The Dalles, Oregon. 

N. Arnold, 11908 92 street, Edmonton. 

Lieut. Colonel H. G. Young, D.S.O., M.C., 202 Scott Block, Moose Jaw, Sask. 

Captain H. G. Nolan, 808 Royal Ave., Calgary, Alberta 

O. Muckleston 10924-126th Street. 

Eric L. Harvie, 303-36th Ave. W., Calgary, Alta.  

Capt. Joseph Walter Hunter,9816-89th Avenue. 
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CITY BOWLERS WIN DOUBLES 

 
CHARLIE CAMERON 

W. “Bill” McDonald and C. Cameron, C.Q.M.S., “B” Coy., of the Patricia 

club Edmonton, won the Alberta Provincial doubles competition and the Ed-

monton Journal trophy on Thursday, August 4th. They defeated V. 

Maidindale and T. Wigston, of the Highlands club Edmonton, 16-9, in the 

final game played on the Royal Greens. 

Presentation of cups and prizes for the tournament was held at the 

Garneau Lawn Bowling clubhouse Thursday night at 8 :00. 

Final game: 

Martindale and Wigston 400 000 500 000— 9 

Cameron and McDonald 033 211 011 121—16 

BILL AITKEN VICTIM OF HOUSE THIEVES 

The home of Bill Aitken, “D” coy. and Pioneers, 10733 116th St. was 

broken into Saturday, October 15th, thieves getting away with four rings be-

longing to Mrs. Aitken. Three of the rings were of gold, one with twelve small 

diamonds and a second set with green stones. 

FORTY-NINER MEETS FORTY-NINER 

Two men who served in the same battalion overseas but never met, 

became acquainted here for the first time at the convention of the New 

Brunswick command of the Canadian Legion. 

Thomas Styran of Fredericton was surprised to see a name registered as 

from the 49th battalion. He looked up Thomas Charette of Edmonton and 

found that Charette had seen the enemy capture Styran and Thomas Barker, 

who also enlisted at Edmonton, on Vimy Ridge, winter 1916-1917. 

R. L. ESMONDE “Band” GETS APPOINTMENT 

On the retirement, September 27th of William J. Munro, veteran Judge’s 

messenger at the courthouse, Edmonton, Esmonde was appointed his suc-

cessor. He enlisted in the 49th and proceeded overseas with the battalion 

transferring to the Royal Air Force in 1917. He served in the R.A.F. until the 

end of the war. Esmonde has resided in Edmonton for the last 26 years. 

LIKE FATHER, LIKE SON 

During a visit to England in the spring of 1936 Neville H. Jones our Hon. 

Treasurer made a special trip accompanied by Mrs. Jones from London to St. 

Albans by car one Sunday to look up Mr. Hobbins, having obtained his 

address from his father, who was then alive. They succeeded in locating him 

at home and spent a very pleasant afternoon with him and his wife. At that 

time he was with the De Haviland Company’s factory at Hatfield, some eight 

or ten miles going to and from his work by motor cycle, and he was in charge 

of that part of the factory where the assembling of aero engines takes place, 

and needless to say was a very busy man, working all hours. Since then he 

has gone to the firm who manufacture the Bristol Bombers and is rapidly 

going ahead in his work. 

All 49ers will no doubt be pleased to hear of his success and the part he 

took in helping Gt. Britain to gain the long-distance flight record. 

The following is reproduced from the Edmonton Journal and is of 

particular interest as it refers to the son of the late Colonel A. K. Hobbins. 

Working behind the scenes preparing the Royal Air Force bombers for 

the record Egypt-to-Australia hop was, A. F. Hobbins, 36, son of Mrs. A. K. 

Hobbins, 9848-84 Ave. and the late Col. A. K. Hobbins. He is an expert for 

the Bristol Aeroplane Engine company, and was loaned to the R.A.F. to take 

charge of the engines used on the record breaking flight. Aero Engineer 

Hobbins flew twice to Egypt in connection with the flight; and was in charge 

of engines when Flight-Lieut. M. J. Adam set an altitude record of 54,000 feet 

last year. 

HOSPITALIZATION MAY BE BROADENED 

Broadening of the regulations governing the hospitalization of war 

veterans is under consideration by the government. It is likely legislation will 

be introduced into parliament next session to that end. 

The proposed measure will cover indigent ex-service men only, who, 

having served in a theatre of actual war, are suffering from disabilities not 

attributable to war service. 

 

THE LISTENING POST 

The above is the “Nom de Guerre” of the 7th Bn. C.E.F.’s. magazine, 

publication of which was revived a short time ago. The Reunion and 

association Editor Harry Ratcliffe forwarded to us the No. 2 issue of Vol 1. 

It contains quite a number of good photos of their boys in war days; 

articles of doings in the line and current material of their associations affairs. 

Any former member of the 7th Bn. can get in touch with his old pals by 

writing the Editor, 615 W. Hastings St. Vancouver, B.C. 

The 49th association wish our comrades of the 7th every success with this 

renewal of their war time literary efforts. 

It is with great pleasure we renew contact with a member of the 1st 

division brigade which broke us in at “Plugstreet”. They treated us like one 

of their own family returning after a sojourn in some far-off country. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

We are indebted to both the Edmonton Journal and Edmonton Bulletin 

for several of the photos appearing in this issue.
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CHARLES HILL 

Well known in Edmonton military circles, Charles Hill, 53, died here 

late Friday, September 2nd. He was a member of “B” coy. in the 49th 

battalion and served four years overseas. 

Wounded in the war Mr. Hill had not been in good health for some 

time. The funeral service was held Tuesday afternoon, September 6th at 

2:30 o’clock at Andrews and Stretton’s funeral chapel, corner of 112 St. 

and Jasper Ave. Rev. Captain Reynolds officiated. Internment took place 

in the Edmonton cemetery. Pallbearers were Colonel Elliot, C. B. 

Mathison, Thomas Robb, H. M. Bergman, Alex. Stewart, F. H. Steele. 

Many beautiful floral tributes were received from: May and Cyril Parker, 

Rose Mackay, the 49th battalion association, Canadian corps association 

representing the 49th battalion and Canadian Legion, Colonel A. H. 

Elliott, Major R. W. Hale, Earle Hay, Norman Arnold, Colonel E. 

Bowen, J. W. H. Williams, Paddy Griffin, Charles Hill, Thomas Galliver, 

Louis Alexander, Charles Wampler, Jock Henderson and R. Hargreaves. 

Bugler Spinks sounded the last post at the graveside. 

 

JAMES MCGOVERN 

The funeral service of Mr. James McGovern, No. 101046, who served 

in “C” coy., of 10155 95 St. who passed away in the city Tuesday, July 

19, aged 59 years, was held Thursday morning at 9 o’clock at the Sacred 

Heart church Rev. Father Foran officiated and interment took place in the 

Soldiers’ plot in the Edmonton cemetery. The pallbearers were members 

of the Canadian Legion. Beautiful floral tributes and spiritual offerings 

were received, the usual association wreath was sent. He is survived by 

one sister in Vancouver. Several members of the association attended the 

funeral service. 

 

ROBERT BRETT 

The secretary of the Eastern branch reports the death of Robert Brett, 

No. 447022, who passed away in Christie Street Hospital in October. Bob 

was a member of 14 platoon, “D” company and served his country well. 

He was wounded in the later phases of the June scrap, 21/6/16. All his 

old pals will be sorry to read of his passing and our sympathy is extended 

to the bereaved. 

 

FATHER OF FORTY-NINER DIES 

Pioneer Edmonton hardware merchant about 30 years ago and well 

known throughout northern Alberta, James R. “Jim” Harper, 70, died at 

Spirit River late last Summer. He suffered a paralytic stroke. 

Mr. Harper was an employee of Ross Bros, hardware store when that 

firm operated in Edmonton years ago. About 20 years ago he took over 

management of Dodge Hardware in Spirit River. He was active in 

community enterprises. at that northern point, served one term on the 

village council and was a member of the hospital board. 

Funeral was held from Spirit River United church. (We regret the sad 

loss sustained by our comrade.) 

ALEXANDER RAY 

Secretary P. C. Wells sent in the following: 

I regret to advise that we buried one of our comrades December 15th, 

1938, namely: Alexander Ray, Regt. No. 101640 of the 66th battalion 

and drafted to the 49th. He was a fine fellow and will be missed by all his 

comrades. The usual 49th wreath was supplied. 

ROSENA BARCROFT 

Rosena Barcroft, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Richard “Dickey” 

Barcroft of 10405 147 St. passed away on October 1, aged five years. She 

is survived by her parents, one brother, Richard, and one sister, Mary all 

of Edmonton. The funeral service was held on Monday, afternoon 

October 3rd, at 2:30 o’clock at Howard and McBride’s chapel. Rev. 

Schultz officiated and interment took place in the Edmonton cemetery. 

We extend the sympathy of our members to the family in their sad loss. 

MRS. ANNIE DOUGLAS NUNN 

The funeral service of Mrs. Annie Douglas Nunn of 11344 95A St. 

widow of the late Herbert Nunn, who passed away in a local hospital on 

September 28th, aged 81 years, was held on Saturday afternoon October 

1st, at 2:30 o’clock at Howard and McBride Chapel. Rev J. W. Smith 

officiated, assisted by Dr. F. D. Roxburgh, and interment took place in 

the Edmonton cemetery. She is survived by one daughter, Mrs. J. M. 

Towers of Edmonton, and one son J. W. Wigham, also of Edmonton, who 

served in the 49th. Our sympathy is extended to our comrade and the 

family in their sad loss. 

MRS. MINNIE HOLLANDS 

The funeral of Mrs. Minnie Hollands, wife of C. S. M. Hollands of 

“B” coy., of 6516 Jasper Ave., who passed away Thursday, November 3, 

aged 46 years, was held Saturday afternoon at 2:30 o’clock from 

Andrews and Stretton funeral chapel. Rev. Dr. Roxburgh officiated. 

Interment took place in the family plot in the Beechmount cemetery. The 

pallbearers were, Messrs. Tom Hollands, John Hollands, James Hollands, 

William Hollands, Andrew Hollands, Robert Campbell. Beautiful floral 

tributes were received from: loving husband and children; Dad, Agnes 

and Alex and family and from other relatives and friends too numerous 

to mention. She leaves to mourn her loss besides her loving husband, Mr. 

George G. Hollands, one daughter, Eillen and one son, George at home; 

her mother, Mrs. Butt, two sisters, Mrs. Catherine Hyde, Mrs. Gladys 

Peters also one brother, Mr. A. Stokes all in England. The funeral was 

attended by representatives of the association and other members. The 

sympathy of our association is extended to the bereaved family. 

MRS. MARY McMANUS 

Mrs. Mary McManus, wife of Pte. Frank McManus No. 436216, 

killed at Vimy June 9th, 1917, died July 29th, 1938, born at Inniskillen, 

Ireland. 
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DIRECTOR 

 

Director of the popular Legionnaires concert party which has gained such 

favor before Edmonton audiences. Merrit was a sergeant in “A” coy. and left 

the battalion at Shorncliffe to take his commission in the Imperial forces. It is 

chiefly owing to his efforts the Legionnaires were organized and have proved 

so successful. 

FROM BACHELOR TO BENEDICT(INE) 

Bob Mayes, our Moose Jaw reporter sent in the following item which we 

are sure will be of great interest to all Doc’s No. 9 victims. 

Dr. Gordon Young was married late in December in Victoria, B.C. The 

bride Miss E. Heglin, R.N. was a graduate of the Moose Jaw General 

Hospital. The happy couple are spending their honeymoon in Honolulu. All 

our members wish Dr. Young and his bride the very best of happiness in their 

new life. 

Major Cecil II. Hill, M.C., officer commanding the R.C.M.P. at 

Vancouver and fellow officer of Dr. Young in the Great War, was the 

groomsman. 

 

 

SOLDIERS’ PLOT ENLARGED 

The recommendation that the soldiers’ plot at the Edmonton cemetery be 

enlarged to provide for approximately 675 additional graves, was passed by 

the city council early in 1938. 

At the request of the Edmonton branch of the Canadian Legion, B.E.S.L., 

commissioners proposed that the easterly 56.23 feet of 120 street between 107 

and 108 avenues be closed to provide more space for, soldiers’ graves, the 

present plot being entirely filled. This plan was satisfactory to the city, 

Canadian Legion and Edmonton Cemetery Co. 

 

FEATHERSTON “C” COY., WED IN BLIGHTY 

From England comes news of the marriage of Mrs. Nancy Isen, only sister 

of Mr. Paul Kavanaugh the stage and film star, and widow of the late Mr. J. 

E. Isen, formerly of West Africa, at St. James’ church, New Castle, on 

October 6th. 

The bridegroom was Mr. Arthur Wright Featherstone, formerly of 

Edmonton. He is a son of the late Mr. J. G. Featherstone, of Jesmond, New 

Castle England. 

Mr. Kavenaugh, a former resident of the city and better known to his 

friends here as Mr. William G. Atkinson, was to have given his sister away 

but was detained in Los Angeles where he is appearing with Ann Harding in 

the stage production of Geo. Bernard Shaw’s '“Candida.” 

Shortly before he left Edmonton for Hollywood, his sister was his guest 

here for several months. She is a well-known figure in society circles here. 

Mr. Featherstone lived in Edmonton from 1912 to 1937, and served 

overseas with the Edmonton Regiment (49th battalion, C.E.F.) He is a brother 

of Mr. Harry Featherstone, formerly of Edmonton now with the federal 

government at Ottawa. All old comrades wish Mr. and Mrs. Featherstone the 

best of good luck. 

 

MAJOR GREENFIELD GIVEN PROMOTION 

National defence headquarters announced the promotion of Major T. W. 

Greenfield, Argyle and Sutherland Highlanders of Canada, to the rank of 

lieutenant-colonel and to command the regiment at Hamilton. He served 

during the war with the 49th (Edmonton) battalion and was wounded at 

Cambria, October 1918. 

Many 49ers on the 1936 Vimy Pilgrimage will recall meeting Tommy 

both aboard S. S. Montcalm and in London and France; also his great delight 

at meeting up with the Edmonton party on the Montcalm. His enquiries were 

for all and sundry and he remembered a great many, all of whom will be glad 

to learn of his promotion. 

 

ADVERTISING COMMITTEE 

An expression of appreciation is due to the following who have worked 

hard in securing advertisements for this issue of the Forty-Niner: 

Miles Palmer; George Crabb; Jack Blewitt; Harry Hind; Jimmie 

McMillan, Calgary; Jack Kilarski, Calgary. 

'The advertising manager also has had a great deal of assistance from 

George Hunt, who has a special knack of his own for securing large ads.
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J. K. BRENNAN HEADS FUNERAL GROUP 

 
J. K. Brennan, of Stettler, past vice president of the Alberta Funeral 

Directors’ and Embalmers’ association, was elected president for the coming 

year, at the business session, Monday evening, July 22nd in the Royal George 

hotel, where the tenth annual convention of the association was held. Mr. 

Brennan succeeds G. Harry Martin of Lethbridge. 

No. 905174, Brennan was a sergeant in “B” coy. Served with the battalion 

from December 1916 until Armistice. 

 

BATTALION REUNIONS 

194th Battalion 

For the first time in ten years, members of the 194th battalion association 

met at the Corona hotel early in November at a Reunion banquet. About 80 

members of the old Highlander’s battalion in Edmonton recalled never-to-be-

forgotten battles and experiences at the front. 

51st Battalion 

Major D. A. Petrie was re-elected for his second term as president of the 

51st battalion association at the annual meeting of the body in the Memorial 

Hall Wednesday night November 80th. Discussion to hold the annual banquet 

in the Royal George hotel on Feb 18 was made. 

138th Battalion 

The 138th battalion association held its annual reunion and banquet in the 

Royal George Hotel, Friday evening, December 2nd. About 75 were in 

attendance. 

Chairman of the evening was the president, A. D. Harvie, 

31st Battalion 

Veterans of the Somme, Vimy and Passchendaele members of the 31st 

battalion held their annual smoker in the Masonic Temple Wednesday 

evening November 30th and recalled their experiences “over there”. 

202 Battalion 

The 202nd Battalion association, the Sportsmen’s battalion, recruited 

here during the Great War, held its annual reunion at the Royal George hotel 

Saturday night November 5th. 

Election of officers was held during the course of the evening, Capt. 

Wilfrid “Wop” May, O.B.E., being elected president. He was among the first 

to enlist in this famous regiment and later transferred to the flying forces. 
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