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DEMOCRACY 
Democracy has been defined by Abraham Lincoln as government of 

the people, by the people and for the people. This conception could not 

have been advanced were it not based upon the form of government 

developed in the British Isles, namely, representative, responsible 

Parliamentary Government. When the United States were setting up their 

form of Republican Government, they had the British system before 

them. Fundamentally there is no great difference between them, and 

Lincoln’s definition applies to both. But it is to be remembered that the 

democratic system as we know it is not yet two hundred years old. 

Relating democracy to recorded history, it is as yet only an experiment 

and it is to be particularly observed that outside of the English-speaking 

nations it has only taken root in Switzerland, France, Holland and in the 

Scandinavian nations. Why is that so? The answer falls under two heads: 

Firstly, many races are wholly unfit for self-government on a 

democratic basis. Their people lack the necessary education in self-

government. They are incapable of bearing the obligations, re-

sponsibilities and duties which the system entails. They cannot accept the 

proposition that the majority rules and, conversely, their experience is 

that the majority can only rule with tyranny. The minority rises in arms 

and the majority suppress the minority by force. Sometimes it is the 

minority which suppresses the majority by force. In turn, dictatorship and 

absolute monarchies arise and govern well or ill as the case may be. 

Secondly, it is alleged by the non-democratics that democracy is 

inefficient, the processes of government are too slow, too much time in 

consumed in talk and decision is inevitably based on compromise. 

Nothing is clear-cut. The professional politician finds in these 

discussions, delays and compromises the opportunity to feather his own 

nest and political corruption is inevitable; that the elected of the people 

are ignorant, stupid and inept and that as a result there is waste of public 

money and national effort. 

Democracies in the world are a small minority conducting an 

interesting experiment. The non-democratic states are the great majority 

and follow the method of government which is as old as recorded history. 

If it be true that undemocratic nations are so because of their inherent 

incapacity to make democracy work, what have we to say to the charge 

which they level at us that democracy is corrupt and inefficient? Dealing 

first with corruption. We must admit that there is in democracy a certain 

amount of petty graft, of log rolling and back scratching, favoritism, 

nepotism and the like, but we may comfort ourselves with the reflection 

that these do not express themselves in any very large sums of wasted 

money, relatively speaking. When we come to discuss inefficiency in 

democracy, however, we stand on a quivering morass. We stop and start 

and reverse. We spend enormous sums of money on public works which 

are sometimes unnecessary or unproductive or beyond our capacity to 

utilize. We launch activities such as boards, commissions and enquiries 

at great expense which get nowhere. We observe that organized 

minorities take public men by the throat and compel expenditures which 

are unreasonable, unjust and uneconomic. Yielding to popular clamour 

governments interfere with business and private relations restricting 

capital, destroying employment and penalizing enterprise. Today, the 

greatest exponents of democracy, the British Empire in all its parts and 

the United States, stand on the very verge of bankruptcy for the reasons 

given above. 

Now it is to be remembered that democracy is not a formula, the 

acceptance of which automatically ensures good government. It is rather 

a set of principles which, if lived up to, will ensure good government. 

Living up to these principles is the crux of the whole matter. What is 

primarily required is an intelligent, informed and patriotic electorate. 

followed by the selection of educated, honest, courageous and earnest 

men as representatives of the people and the keywords of democracy in 

action are moderation, toleration and decency. What has gone wrong with 

democracy? The answer is that the electorate has gone wrong. 

Democratic governments are designed to govern; that and nothing 

else. The electors, however, demand everything from the government, all 

the way from free services to a livelihood, forgetful of the fact that the 

government is, after all, only the people in their corporate capacity. 

Governments are required by the electorate to defy economic law, in the 

vain attempt to get something for nothing. Governments are required to 

defy the constitution of the country, the very laws which the people them-

selves have made, that government may assume the role of Santa Claus. 

There will always be found in a democracy weak men in government, 

who either because of cowardice, or ignorance, or mere desire for the 

fruits of office, pander to what is lowest and meanest in the electorate. 

They never hesitate to bribe the electorate with the elector’s own money. 

Let there be no mistake about it, that whatever is wrong with democracy 

is due entirely to the electorate and that means you, and you, and 

especially you. 

What are we going to do about it? Do we admit that we are incapable 

of making democracy work? Do we confess to failure? Have we too much 

education, or not enough? Have we sound conceptions of the privileges, 

obligations, and duties of citizenship in a democracy, or do we merely 

lack backbone? These are disquieting questions, and we have to make an 

answer to them if we are to survive as a democracy. 

Ex-service men are graduates of a great university and that university 

taught us the value of discipline and organization working through the 

chain of responsibility. We learned to practice moderation and toleration. 

Truth, duty and valour were not mere conceptions of the mind but basic 

realities. Sacrifice, service and privation were the common lot of all. 

Unquenchable courage and iron resolution brought us victory in the end. 

These are the qualities necessary to make democracy work effectively. 

Shall we let democracy die, or shall we firmly resolve that it shall live? 

The answer to this question is not to be asked or expected from someone 

in some other country or someone in some other province, or indeed 

someone across the road, but from YOU.
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PARVILLERS SHOW—AUGUST 1918 

The official orders and reports are from the records complied by the late 

Colonel C. Y. Weaver, D. S. O. and with the personal stories of the show 

which we have been able to gather make an intensely interesting story of the 

successful work of the battalion in furthering the work commenced at 

Amiens. 

Secret Copy s.c.  

7th Canadian Infantry Brigade, 

Operation Order No. 201. 

13-8-18.  

Rep. Map, 66E. N.E. 1/20000. 

1. The operation for the capture of Parvillers as verbally arranged for 

the morning of the 14th August is cancelled. 

2. In order to provide a jumping off line ahead of the old enemy front 

line trenches in preparation for a large operation the 7th C.I.B. has been 

ordered to capture the trench system shown on attached trace, and so complete 

the capture of the Old German Line across the Divisional frontage. 

3. This system will be attacked simultaneously from the North and 

from the South. 

4. The 49th Battalion E. R. will be responsible for capturing that 

portion marked RED and the P.C.L.I. for that portion marked BLUE. 

5. When captured position will be consolidated and trenches leading 

EAST blocked. The right and left flanks of our new position to be connected 

up with our present positions. 

6. Artillery — The G.O.C. 5th C. D. A. is arranging for a 

bombardment of the objective to be. carried out from 6:15 a.m. to 6:30 a.m. 

at which time the bombardment will cease. 

7. The attack by the P.P.C.L.I. and the 49th Bn. will commence at 

6:30 a.m. 

8. A standing barrage will be maintained throughout the operation 

along a line 250 yards EAST of the objective. 

9. (a) The R.C.R. will take over the position occupied by the 

P.P.C.L.I. in the old British fire line at once and be responsible for its defence. 

(b) The 42nd Bn. R.H.C. will be responsible for holding our present front 

line from the ROUVROY-PARVILLERS main road to the left flank at 

L18Q9.9. 

10. The O.C. No. 1 Coy. 3rd C.M.G. Battn. will co-operate and make 

the necessary dispositions of machine guns for the defence of our position. 

11. On completetion of operations a re-distribution will be made under 

constructions to be issued at that time. 

Acknowledge, 

“A. G. STILES”, Major Brigade Major 7th C.I.B. 

Issued at 11:30 p.m. 

Major Chattell’s Story 

As a result of the successful drive of the Canadian corps on the Amiens 

front during the period August 8-10, 1918, the 7th Can. Inf. Brigade continued 

to push forward by stages, -the intention being the capture of the trench 

system across the divisional frontage South of the Rouvroy — Parvillers road 

— this trench system, part of the old Somme lines —the scene of bitter 

fighting in the closing months of 1916 — was strongly held, and several 

battalions, of the Imperial forces, that had leap-frogged through the Canadian 

Corps immediately on conclusion of the successful Amiens attack, met with 

strong opposition and suffered severe losses as it enforced their withdrawal 

to reserve. 

The rapid gains and terrain recovered during the preceding months of 

open warfare, met with a decided check when once again coming up against 

the old trench system, more especially as the time of year afforded cover for 

machine-gun nests and strongly held positions. 

The original verbal instructions from the 7th Can. Inf. Brigade were to 

the effect that the Brigade would continue their operations, with a view to the 

capture of the trench system and the village of Par Villers, but when stiff 

opposition was encountered in the old trench line, the orders to occupy Par 

Villers were cancelled and instructions given to drive the enemy out of the 

trench system and establish positions as far forward as possible. 

Accordingly, units of the Brigade occupied the lines previously held by 

the Imperial Troops and orders were issued to attack the trench system 

simultaneously from the North and South. The P.P.C.L.I. and the 42nd 

battalion were detailed to make the attack with the R.C.R. and 49th battalion 

in immediate support. 

At this period the 49th battalion was in command of the late Colonel 

Weaver with Major A. P. Chattell second in command and the following 

officers commanding the companies: “A” company the late Lt. C. K. Flint, 

“B”, Lt. C. A. Martin, “C”, Lt. I. Mooney, “D” Capt. R. W. Hale. Battalion 

headquarters were established in Rouvroy. 

It was soon apparent that the attacking battalions the P.P.C.L.I and the 

42nd battalions, were meeting serious opposition and the supporting 

battalions were sent forward, the 49th and 42nd battalions occupying the same 

headquarters, which to some extent facilitated the operations as the trench 

system was complicated and runners had no previous opportunity of locating 

the various headquarters, distances being widely separated. Whilst the enemy 

lines were lightly held in numbers, it was very effective in holding positions 

that covered a large field of fire. 

By the evening of the 14th August the situation became clearer and was 

well in hand and Major Chattell and the Signalling officers were able to go 

forward and establish advanced battalion headquarters already occupied by 

“A” and “C” companies. The officer commanding “D” company, Captain 

Hale, reported that he had succeeded in making rapid headway and urged that 

he be allowed to proceed to the Village of Parvillers itself, but Brigade 

instructions had been very definite on this point and orders were therefore 

given to all companies to establish posts at reasonable distances from their 

present location and that the battalion would be relieved by a battalion of the 

first division on the 16th. In due course the 49th battalion were relieved by 

the 16th battalion and moved to the Le Quesnel area. 

The experience gained from the attack in the opinion, for what it is worth, 

of the writer, was that more time might have been given to preparing for an 

attack of so widely different a character to those that had immediately 

preceded, to enable ammunition dumps and trenching equipment to be 

located, and provide for an intensive artillery barrage, It must be said 

however, that the work of the artillery was carried out beyond reproach under 

most difficult conditions. 
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The 49th Battalion captured a number of guns, mostly machine guns, 

during the operations and casualties were lighter than might have been ex-

pected from the difficulties encountered. Within a few days the Brigade 

moved North to the old Hindenburg line preparatory to the attack on Cambria. 

Report of actions of 13-14-15th. of August 1918. 

“A” COMPANY 

In the afternoon of 12th August 1918, “A” was ordered to move up to the 

front line to support the 42nd Bn. In consequence of which the company 

moved up to advanced headquarters at L.l6.c.d. 2 at which place the O.C. was 

furnished with orders and received orders to proceed to 44th Bn. H.Q. where 

he would be shown the line “A” company was to occupy. 

On arrival there the company took over a section of the front-line trench 

from L 18A 9.9. to 123 B. 9.9. relieving elements of a 44th company and a 

42nd company. 

On the following afternoon, 13-8-18 the O.C. received orders to report to 

advanced Bn. H.Q. and was there ordered to make a raid bombing down the 

front line trench until the road was reached and thence down the trench to a 

point P just south of the H in Hermann Wood. 

This order was received between 5.30 and 6:00 p.m. and the O.C. 

immediately proceeded to his Headquarters which he reached at 6:50 p.m. 

As the Zero hour was at 7:30 p.m. this allowed only forty minutes to give 

the necessary orders, collect the troops and get to the starting point. His 

dispositions were as follows: 

Nos. 1, 2 and 4 platoons, under the 2nd in command of the company were 

ordered to make the raid; No. 3 platoon being retained under O.C. coy. to hold 

the trench until relieved by “B” coy. of the 42nd Bn. 

A party was sent to “B” coy. headquarters for bombs but the distance was 

so great that they did not reach the company in time. In spite of the lack of 

bombs the raiding party march off at 7:35 p.m. organized as follows: Lieut. 

Day with No. 4 platoon was to carry out the attack. He was to be closely 

supported by Lieut. Hamar with No. 1 platoon. No 2 platoon under Sgt. Harris 

was to follow up closely and block all trenches leading to the EAST. 

The party proceeded down the trench past the H.Q. of D. coy. 42nd Bn. 

from whom the party was able to secure a small supply of bombs. 

 

 

The first resistance was met at L18 D.1.2. at which point a stiff fight took 

place during which several Huns were killed and two or three of our men 

wounded. Some of the Germans retreated down the trench closely followed 

by No. 4 platoon while others climbed out over the top with the intention of 

surrounding the party. These however were immediately fired upon by No. 1 

platoon which was supporting No. 4 and heavy casualties were inflicted upon 

them whereupon the whole party retreated. At this point the trench in which 

the fight was taking place was heavily shelled by our own party during which 

one of our men was killed and two others wounded, and the party had to be 

withdrawn about 100 yards back along the trench until the bombardment was 

over. There was also gas noticed at this point and two or three men were 

gassed and the whole party had to wear gas masks. 

At about 8:30 the bombardment had ceased, and No. 4 platoon having lost 

several men, No. 1 platoon was ordered to continue the attack and No. 4 to 

support it. 

The attack then proceeded, the party bombing their way down the trench 

until they arrived at the road at Point “K”. As Blucher Wood was occupied 

by the enemy, Sgt. Harris with part of No 2 platoon was ordered to outflank 

the wood on the NORTH while Lieut. Hamer went through the wood at the 

southern end. Lieut. Hamer succeeded in driving a party out of the WOOD 

and got through to the other side, and a green flare was set up to show that we 

had reached our objective, however, it was found that the southern point of 

the wood was still held by enemy machine guns. A stiff fight now took place 

and an effort was made to drive the Hun completely out of the wood. 

The enemy however was reinforced from the village and our parties found 

the wood at this point very dense and heavily wired. 

It was now quite dark and as our parties did not seem to be able to drive 

the enemy out of the wood and as we were in danger of being enfiladed in a 

long straight trench it was decided to return to the Northern end of the wood 

and put a block in the trench. The trench was then garrisoned. 

On the following morning “A” company received orders to return to their 

position held the previous day which they did. 

On the afternoon of the 14th “A” coy. was ordered to seize and occupy 

the trench from L 23-B 6.7. to L.23 C 7.6., which they did completing the 

operations by “Stand-to” the following morning 15- 8-18. 

During the day a block was placed in the trench leading to the EAST at 

the road L23D3.4. and a strong patrol was pushed out 800 yds. further forward 

to the NORTH of SCHWETZ WOOD. 

The company was relieved by the 16th Bn. on the morning of the 16-8-

18. 

“C. K. FLINT” LIEUT. O.C. “A” COY. 

49th Canadian Battalion, 

17th August 1918.  

“B” COMPANY 

On the night of the 13th inst. at 7:35 p.m. No. 5 platoon, under the 

command of Lieut. Brennand, supported “A” company and No. 6 platoon, 

under the command of Lieut. Lumsden, supported “A” company in an attack 

on Fritz’s trenches, on the left of the Amiens Roye road and turning just be-

hind Blucher Wood. The job allotted to 5 and 6 platoons was to follow behind 

their respective companies and mop up all communication trenches, etc. This 

they did and later reinforced the companies and helped to hold the line for the 

night. 
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On the morning of the 15th inst. “B” 

company moved into position for attack and at 

6:15 a. m. the barrage opened and lasted for 

fifteen minutes. “B” company then advanced in 

support of “D” company. Very little resistance 

was offered by the enemy. We mopped up en 

route and on reaching the objective took up our 

position in the front line on the left of “D” 

company. L22 B 95.15 to L22 D 45.95 also L23 

C25 D 75. 85. 

On the 15th inst. we occupied trenches in 

support of “D” company L22 B 95.15 to L22 

central until relieved by the 16th battalion 

Canadian Infantry. During the attack “B” 

company captured one field gun, one trench 

mortar and one machine gun and a quantity of 

ammunition. 

Throughout the day all ranks behaved in a 

splendid manner. 

“C. A. MARTIN” LIEUT., 

O.C. “B” COMPANY. 

49th Battalion, 17-8-18. 

“C” COMPANY 

Report on operations of 13th, 14th and 15th 

inst. Map ref. sheet 66E. N.E. 1/20,000. 

On the night of the 12th and 13th at 8:30 

p.m. the coy. left trenches which they were 

occupying in approximately L 14 Cenral and 

moved by overland routes to a trench system at 

approximately L22 B .60, 70 which was held by 

“A” coy. of the 42nd Bn. It was reported that the 

flank facing the “Royvroy - Parvillers” road was 

threatened and “C” coy. 49th Bn’s, job to assist 

in holding it. The coy, arrived and were in 

position in the above referred system trenches at 11:30 p.m. night of 12th 

and 13th. At daylight on the 13th inst. the Trench System L22 B 60.70 

was divided. “A” coy of the 42nd Bn. holding the flank from L22 B 70 

30 to L22 B 50 55. “C” coy. 49th Bn. from L 22 B 70 30 to L23 A 15 90. 

At 6 p.m. of the evening of 13th the coy. was ordered to attack on the 

frontage then held by them zero hour being set at 7:30 p.m., the objective 

being a point approximately L23 70 30 just north of Blucher Wood and 

from the above referred to point to form a defensive flank, linking up 

with “A” coy. of the 42nd Bn. The disposition of coy. in the attack was 

as follows: No. 11 and 12 platoons were to bomb through the Saps and 

trenches running from frontage held previous to the attack and in the 

direction of the objective, No. 9 and 10 platoons were to form supports,  

No. 9 supporting No. 12 platoon and No. 10 supporting No. 11 platoon; 

these platoons were responsible that posts were established on the 

right flank of the attack, the post to be of sufficient strength and close 

enough together to enable them to be held against a counter-attack. 

The coy. jumped off as arranged at 7:50 p.m. and the enemy was 

encountered in considerable numbers within less than one hundred 

yards of the jumping-off point, machine gun fire was very heavy and it 

was necessary from this point onward to the objective to bomb and fight 

the whole way. Machine gun nests were encountered, bombed and 

captured. After bombing enemy out of trenches machine gunners and 

snipers took advantage of all opportunities in the open and accounted 

for many Huns. The objective was reached at 8 :45 p.m. and work of 

consolidation proceeded with. The front of the position was held until 

the arrival of “A” coy. 49th battalion who took over the frontal portion 

of the objective, while “C” coy. made good the flank and established 

connections with “A” coy. 42nd Bn. The work of consolidation was 

completed shortly before daylight, approximately twenty machine guns 

(light and heavy) and one light trench mortar was captured by the coy. 

The success of the operation was largely due to attaching two extra men 

to each bombing squad whose duty it was to carry a dozen bombs each, 

in a sandbag and it was found that a great number of bombs were 

required before the operation was completed, excellent use was also 

made of Lewis Guns who took up positions which enabled them to fire over 

the top, thus engage the enemy when they were bombed out of the trenches 

by the bombing squads. 

  

The above sketch gives a clear bird’s eye view of the situation of the companies and the 

flanking battalions in the attack. 
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At 2 p.m. the 14 the coy. was ordered to send patrol of one officer 

and 20 men supported by a party of one officer and 16 men to go through 

Blucher Wood and establish a post on the south east side of the wood, the 

officer in charge of the patrol sent forward scouts to reconnoitre the 

wood, the scouts reported the wood was heavily held by machine guns, 

the officer in charge of the patrol assisted by the supporting party decided 

to clear the wood, which he succeeded in doing, but encountered such 

heavy machine gun and rifle fire from posts in the direction of the 

Hermann Wood and the Orchard to the right of Hermann Wood that they 

found it impossible to maintain their position; the patrol lost one man, 

killed, and 3 wounded, but accounted for many Huns who were found 

after this position was taken on the succeeding day. On the morning of 

the 15th the Co. was ordered to establish an outpost line covering the 

position taken up by the Royal Canadian Regiment. Posts under an officer 

were established at the following positions L23 D 8510. L29B cenral, 

L28 B 7070. These posts were handed over to the 16th battalion of the 

1st division who relieved the coy. at 4:10 a.m. on the morning of the 16th 

inst. 

“I MOONEY” Lieut., 

O.C. “C” Coy. 

49th Cdn. Inf. E.R.  

“D”COMPANY 

Narrative of Operations, Aug. 13, 14, 15. 

Aug. 11th. The battalion moved into support in trenches between 

Rouvroy and Bouchoir. Aug. 12. At 10 p.m. order was received to move 

up and reinforce the 42nd Bn. in the line and coy. took up position in the 

old British front line astride the Rouvroy Par Villers Road. At that time 

the situation was somewhat peculiar. 

 

On the left the 42nd had pushed through the old German line and were 

refusing a flank on the Rouvroy Parvillers Road as far as the old enemy 

reserve trench and on the right the P.P.C.L.I. were also across the old 

German system and holding a line flanking the out skirts of the village. 

We had two platoons N of the road in support to the 42nd and two 

platoons S of the road holding an outpost line. 

Aug 13. At 7:30 p.m. A & C Companies attacked South to the road 

with “B” coy in support and by 2 a.m. had carried our flank along the 

Rouvroy road as far as the Blucher Wood. As “B” coy. moved out in 

support of “C” and “A” our two platoons on the North side of the road 

under Mr. Lee side stepped and took over the ground vacated by “B” coy. 

and 15 platoon under Mr. Ramsey crossed the road and took the place of 

Mr. Lee’s two platoons, this left 16 platoon with Sergt. Fowlie in 

command to take care of over 500 yards of front. This platoon pushed out 

its posts to the German wire and by means of Lewis gun fire, and rifle 

grenades were able to keep down all enemy movement south of the road 

during the attack and give the impression that the line was strongly held. 

Aug. 14. At 2 a.m. “D” coy. was ordered to attack at 6:30 a.m. from 

the Rouvroy road south along the German front line system in 

conjunction with the P.P.C.L.I. who would push north and connect with 

us. This left very little time for preparation, difficulty was experienced in 

obtaining stores, however, owing to the energy displayed by the platoon 

commanders we were able to report all in position by 6:10 a.m. Our 

disposition was as follows: Mr. Lee with 13 platoon on the left in L22 

B8510, Sergt. Fowlie with 16 platoon in L22B70.35 and 14 and 15 

platoon under Messrs. Baker and Ramsay on the right in L22b5050. 

Mopping up parties and support were furnished by “B” coy. 

At 6:15 a.m. the preliminary bombardment which was very effective 

opened ceasing at 6:30 and before the barrage started a few seconds later 

our men were into the enemy trenches. Except for 4 prisoners captured 

by 13 platoon practically no opposition was encountered, although it was 

obvious that the posts had been occupied by the enemy that morning. By 

6:45 a.m. we had taken all objectives and connected with the P.P.C.L.I. 

and at once sent forward patrols under Mr. Baker to get in touch with the 

enemy, they advanced without opposition and seeing this, I sent a request 

back to the report centre to be allowed to take and hold the village of 

Parvillers. In the meantime Mr. Baker’s patrols, with great daring 

penetrated the village, and he reported that they were in touch with the 

enemy in the far outskirts of the village and connected with P.P.C.L.I on 

the right but that their left flank was in the air. 

I immediately went up to reconnoiter taking up 

16 platoon whom I placed in position protecting Mr. 

Baker’s left flank and at the same time Mr. Lee went 

back to the report centre, taking with him locations 

of our patrols in order to arrange for our artillery to 

be lifted. Sergt. Fowlie went to the left and after two 

encounters with enemy posts located the right post of 

“C” coy. At this time the reply to my message asking 

for permission to take the village came to hand 

stating that it was not to be taken but that our out post 

line was to be established forward. 
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The enemy was advancing on Mr. Baker’s and 16 platoon’s flank and 

it was necessary to put in the other two platoons in reserve to hold the 

village or retire but on orders from the officer of the operations Mr. Baker 

was withdrawn to an outpost line 200 yards in advance of the final 

objective, but 16 platoon was left in position in the far end of the square 

formed by the Woods and village all of which was now held by the 

enemy, who pushed back immediately but was unable to re-enter the 

trench system held by our outposts owing to their vigorous opposition. 

Too much credit cannot be given to those men for their stout 

resistance as it was undoubtedly due to them and the enemy’s inability to 

enter his .old trenches round the village which caused him to evacuate it 

that night. 

During the afternoon the enemy increased his strength in the village, 

and this being reported by the P.P.C.L.I. and ourselves, the artillery did 

some very accurate and destructive shooting inflicting numerous 

casualties on the enemy. Our snipers and Lewis gunners were also very 

busy and over 30 actual hits were observed. 

At 11 p.m. the R.C.R. arrived and owing to the fact that we had held 

our outpost system, it was possible to guide their left companies quite 

close to their objectives. 

“R. W. HALE” Capt., 

O.C. “D” Coy. 

49th Canadian Battalion 

Intelligence Report 

11 p.m. Aug. 13 to 11 p.m. Aug. 14. 

During the night August 13-14 our “A” and “C” coys, continued to 

exploit the success of the 42nd Bn. and to bomb down trenches in 

L.23.a.b. and c. and if possible to establish posts at L.29.b.2.5. and on 

road running through L.23.d. 

After overcoming considerable enemy opposition, the Companies 

succeeded in establishing a post at L.23.C.6.2 in vicinity of Blucher 

Wood. During this operation we captured eight German machine guns 

and twelve prisoners. Enemy opposition at points was extremely severe 

but was overcome by bombs and Lewis Gun fire. Many enemy dead were 

left in the trenches and throughout this whole area, our casualties were in 

the neighborhood of fifty, the majority of whom were walking wounded. 

At 7:30 a.m. the 14th our “D” coy with “B” company in support 

attacked the German front line system south of the Rouvron Parvillers 

road in L.22 b.c. and d. Although some resistance was met with at the 

road itself it was soon overcome and by 8:30 a.m. our “D” coy. was in 

touch with the P.P.C.L.I. at approx. L.22 d.3.1. When patrols were 

pushed forward into Par Villers they made considerable progress and 

penetrated as far as the Orchard in L.29.a. In the afternoon enemy 

resistance stiffened and owing to pressure from superior numbers it 

became necessary to withdraw the advanced posts south of the road, a 

standing patrol being left in communication trench at L.23.C.10.15. 

During these operations our heavy artillery was able to carry out 

shoots on Hermann Wood, Schwetz Wood and the orchard in L.29.a. 

where numbers of the enemy were observed massing for local counter-

attacks. 

Prisoners captured during the operations 13-14th belonged to 263 

R.I.R. 

Disposition of battalion at 11 p.m. August 14th is as follows: 

“A” coy. left battalion boundary L.23.b.2.3. to post near Blucher 

Wood at L.23.C.6.2. exclusive. 

“C” company. Post at L.23.C.62 inclusive in north westerly direction 

along Rouvroy- Par Villers road to L. 22 b.8.2. 

“B” coy. Old German front line system from L. 22.b.8.2. to L 22d. 

6.5. with posts at L. 23. c.10.15. 

“D” coy. From L22 d.6.5. to left flank of P.P. C.L.I. at road junction 

L22. d.3.1. 

Bn Hdqrs. L 16.C.8.2. 

R.A.P. L.22.b.45.50. 

“H. G. NOLAN” Lieut. 

49th Edn. Bn. 

Signals Report 

11th -16th Aug. 

When the battalion took up a position in left support on the early 

morning of the 12th August, there was no communication until 10 a.m. 

Bn. H. Q. was then established in Rouvroy-Ensanterre at L14 A 3.8. 

A line was laid from Bde. H.Q. to Bn. H.Q. Signal communication 

was at once established by laying a line to “A” and “C” coys, in L14., 

and by visual to “B” coy. in L 14 and “D” coy. in L. 13. Lucas Lamps 

were used both by day and night, although when a Hun plane was heard 

at night signalling was stopped until the plane departed. 

9:30 p.m. All coy’s, now ordered forward to support 42nd battalion 

leaving the signals in touch with only Bde. and 42nd. 

10:30 p.m. S. O. with 2 runners and 2 linesmen went forward as 

ordered to 42nd Bn. H.Q. at L 16 C 8.2. On arrival there, no work was 

found for us. 

Aug 13th, 6 a.m. S.O. and two linemen ordered by C.O. to return to 

Bn. H.Q. in Rouvroy. 

3 p.m. Six runners and 2 linesmen accompanied adjutant to 42nd Bn. 

H.Q. where our Bn. H.Q. is now established. 

Aug. 14th, 8:30 a.m. S.O. with 2 linesmen and I operator report to 

adjutant who gives orders for line to be laid to point L 22 B 85.10. This 

is “B” coy. H.Q.’s. and line serves also “D” coy. whose H. Q. is quite 

close. It may now be pointed out that the system of communication 

existing at this time was installed and largely operated by 42nd Bn. As 

their adv. Bn. H.Q. was in same dugout as our own Adv. H.Q. material 

and personnel were saved by using the same phone. “A” coy. was found 

to have its H.Q. at L 18 B 40.20 a distance from Bn. H.Q. which was too 

great for our limited supply of wire. 
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Aug.15th., 9:30 a.m. Maj. Chattell and S.O. go forward to L 23 

C 3.7. where adv. Bn H.Q. is established, and a line is laid immediately 

to Bn H.Q. As “A” coy. H.Q. has moved to same point this adv. H.Q. 

phone serves “A” and “C” Coys. All Coys, in telephonic communication. 

Telephone lines, when once installed gave no trouble, as there was no 

shelling. 

Aug. 16th. The relief was completed at 4:15 a.m. 

Remarks: During the above operations the amount of work performed 

by the runners was stupendous. They were “on the go” all the time. 

Two signallers were wounded. 

I saw the S.O. of the 42nd Bn. at 8 p.m. and asked him to convey to 

his signal section the thanks of the signallers of the 49th for their valuable 

assistance during the operations. 

Recommendations — Under separate cover. 

“W. W. HENDERSON”, Lieut., 

S.O. 

 

15 Aug. 1918.  

To: O.C. 49th Batt. 

Your messages received. I have already established post from “A” 

coy. at 23. D. 25.30, the R. C.R. have posts in Blucher Wood but no posts 

that I can locate N.W. of this. 

“A” coy. are sending out patrol as instructed E. of Hermann Wood 

and “C” coy. a similar patrol S. of Hermann Wood. 

With scouts occupying Hermann Wood advise me if wood is all clear 

as patrols should not proceed in advance of this until it is established that 

the wood is clear. 

I am at “C” coy. Hqr. and will remain there sending in all information 

as received. 
The. 42ncl Batt, have a post at L.23.D.50.30 and “C” coy. at point P. 

“A. P. CHATTELL” Major.  

By Runner 10:50 a.m. 

 

15 Aug. 1918.  

To O.C. 49th Batt. 

Patrol from “A” and “C” Coys, have now gone out but no reports yet 

received. Everything very quiet. 

I have just seen the G.S.O. and given him the latest information, he is 

highly satisfied. 

Disposition of “A”, “B” and “C” Coys., is as follows: I have not had 

time to visit “D” coy. but they connect with “B” coy. “C” coy Trench 

system in L.23 “A” and “C” with post P L.29A 95. 60. “A” coy. Trench 

running L.E. through L.23. “B” and “C” with post at L. 23. D. 25.4.0. 

“B” Coy. Trench running S.E. of main road in L.23.C. (A platoons) 

remaining two platoons in trenches in L.22.D. 

“D” coy _________but in touch with “B” coy. 

Patrol from “A” and “C” Coys, well supported are working in an 

easterly direction through L.23. D.L.24.C and L.29.B. and L.30.A. 

“A. P. CHATTEL” Major, P.T.O.  

By Runner 11:05 a.m. 

Aug. 15/18.  

To O.C. 49th Batt. 

The following is an approximate list of trophies captured during 

operations of Aug. 13/14. 

1. 18 Field Guns. 

2. L.T. Mortars. 

31. Light and heavy machine guns. 

Herewith disposition map slightly altered and added to. All Coy’s 

now occupy locations shown. 

You will notice a slight change in “D” Coy’s, forward platoons. 

Forward posts as shown are established but post in Schwetz Wood is 

not definitely known as yet. 

These posts have been established so far as is known without 

opposition and have to provide their own protection as they are well in 

advance of forward positions on flanks. 

I am in close touch with all Coys, and have reserve bombs and 

ammunition, if we are not being relieved and staying in the area please 

send extra guns, discs, and advise location of ration dump. 

“A. P. CHATTELL”, Major.  

By Runner 4:35 p.m. P.T.O. 

Aug. 15/18  

O. C. 49th Battalion. 

Patrol of “A” coy. reports post at L.24. C.o.4. observed battery firing 

from S.E. corner of Schwetz Wood, a few snipers firing from La 

Chavatte, a thick belt of wire runs parallel with trench on the North side 

through L.23.D. and L.24.C., there is a block in this trench at approx. 

L.24.C.2.4, Schwetz Wood is nothing more than low scrub. 

Enemy on the right of Parvillers have been seen falling back steadily 

in small groups of from 2 to 8, some carrying light m. guns and all carry-

ing packs, indicating a possible relief. In addition to post at L.24.L.O.4. 

posts have been established in trenches N. and S. of Hermann Wood and 

the situation in outpost line is “Jake”. 

“A. P. CHATTELL’, Major.  

By Runner, 7:40 p.m. 

Secret Copy No. 10. 

  



Aug 1938    No. 27             THE FOURTY NINER 
 

Page 12 of 41 
 

 

 

 

16th PLATOON BOMBING SECTION, BRUAY 
Back row, left to right: J. E. Peterson, on City Police 18 years; Sleaman, 

wounded Avion raid, 1917; C. Houghton, Port Haney, B.C.; Hector 

Campbell, missing, Avion raid; Lee. Corpl. Angus McDougall, killed, 

Hill 70, 1917; McFayden wounded at Passchendale. Sitting: C. 

Holmes, Edmonton: _________, ________: Bill Elliott. 

Busby, Alta.; Lance. - Corpl. McConnell, Jack James, Mines First 

Aider, Cadomin, Alta. 
 

 

 
7th Canadian Infantry Brigade 

OPERATION ORDER NO. 162 

Ref. Map 66E. N.E.—1/20,000. 

1. The 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade is being relieved in the 

Parvillers sector on the night 15/ 16 August. 

2. (a) Units of the 7th Canadian Inf. Bde. are being relieved as 

under: 

42nd Cdn. Bn. (R.H.C.) —13th Cnd. Bn. (R.H.C.) 

P.P.C.L.I. — 15th Cdn. Bn. (Cdn. Scottish) 

R.C.R.—16th Cdn. Bn. (48th High, of C.)  

49th Cdn. Bn. (E.R.) 

b. The 14th Bn. (R.M.R.) are moving into Brigade Reserve in the 

old British front line in, L. 16.b. and d and L.22.a. 

c. The 7th Cdn. T.M. Bty. will remain attached to battalions until 

arrival in new area where the Battery will reform. 

3. All details of relief to be arranged between O’S C. concerned. 

On completion of relief the Brigade will move to Le Quesnel Area. Areas 

occupied there will be notified by Staff Captain “A” and “Q”. 

5. Completion of relief to be notified to these Headquarters by 

code word “SPLENDID”. 

6 Acknowledged. 

“R. V. PATTERSON”, LT., for MAJOR,  

Brigade Major, 7th Canadian In. Bde.  

15-8-18. 

S 

__________________ 
Issued through signals at 2:00 p.m. Issued to—- 

1. 3rd Canadian Division. 

2. 3rd Canadian Infantry Brigade. 

3. 4th Canadian Infantry Brigade. 

4. 9th Canadian Infantry Brigade. 

6. G.R.A.—5th Cdn. Divl. Atry. 

7. No. 1 coy., 3rd Bn., C.M.G. Corps. 

8  P.P.C.L.I. 

9. 42nd Canadian Bn. (R.H.C.) 

10. 49th Canadian Bn. (E.R.) 

11. 7th Canadian T.M. Bty. 

12. G.O.C. 

13. Brigade Staff. 

14. A.D.M.S. 3rd Canadian Division. 

Staff Captain “A” and “Q”. 

Fowlie’s Story 
 

Decidedly the last phase of the war commenced on August 8, 1918, 

when the 4th British Army attacked at Amiens, the Canadian Corps 

taking part. Progress made that day, up to schedule, brought in the usual 

difficulties of getting troops and supplies up to exploit gains made and 

despite the protests and appeals of the G.O.C. 3rd Canadian Division, our 

troops, having reached their objectives with ease, were allowed to remain 

there until nightfall to watch the poor devils of the 4th Division and other 

infantry who had marched that day from Amiens and other points west, 

try to catch up with the enemy. As it was the Germans were allowed three 

days in which to consolidate themselves in the old 1916 Amiens defence 

system which had been left intact since the advance of the Somme 1916- 

1917. 

In the face of the undoubted success of the arrangements made for the 

attack, as to secrecy and as emblement of troops, it is surprising that no 

better provision was made for the exploitation of any great success the 

initial attack might have. As it was the appeal of our G.O.C. division 

might have been granted and the corps allowed to take up the chase in 

relays and have so harassed the enemy as to penetrate beyond the 

Parvillers position by the night of August 9. However the ways of the war 

lords are inscrutable, and although the decision of Haig to break off the 

Somme attack on August 16 may have been in his mind on the 8th, this 

would not account for the effort put forth to dislodge the enemy from his 

old 1916 line, with which operation we are endeavoring to deal, insofar 

as the 49th battalion was employed. 

August 9 was a day of rest, the battalion forming up in an open space 

on the Roye Road, where before nightfall there gathered many thousands 

of troops. At dark the battalion moved up and bivouacked in front of le 

Quesnel, at least it found itself there next morning, the 10th. While there 

the 32nd Imperial Division marched up the road — a weary looking lot 

they were — probably having come from Amiens that day or perhaps 

Abbeville — to go into the line at Parvillers and be torn to pieces on the 

old wire there. The failure of the “good old frontal” of the 32nd, with 

very few tanks and little artillery, made it necessary to call on the 3rd 

Canadian division for other measures, in the carrying out of which the 

49th moved up the night of the 11th in front of Rouvroy to support our 

brigade in the line astride the Rouvroy-Parvillers Road. 
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The 42nd was operating on the north or left of the road and had 

penetrated the old German system to the third line, their right tapering 

back to the road and thence straight back to the old French front line. No 

advance had been made for some five hundred yards but from there to the 

south-west the Princess Pats had penetrated the old German system and 

were flanking the village of Parvillers. 

On the afternoon of August 12 “A” company, 49th battalion, 

proceeded to the front line on the left and relieved some of the 42nd 

Highlanders and some of the 44th battalion, 4th division, while “C” 

company moved up at 8:30 p.m. and took position on the right of “A” 

company, extending the line south-west to the Rouvroy-Parvillers road. 

A company of the 42nd holding their flank along the road north-west of 

the old French line at 42nd H.Q. afterwards 49th battalion H.Q. “B” 

company moved up and manned trenches in support of this general line 

of “A” company, “C” company 49th., “A” company 42nd, while “D” 

company 49th came up about midnight and placed two platoons each side 

of the road in the old French front line, the left to support the advanced 

position held there and the right to occupy the gap from the road to the 

Princess Pats, as front line troops. The position of the 7th brigade was 

now somewhat peculiar, with the old German front trench system in our 

possession to a depth of two thousand yards tapering off to the left or 

north-east, the centre resting in the old French front line for a distance of 

five hundred yards south-west of the road, and on the right the Princess 

Pats being also advanced through the German front system to a depth of 

approximately two thousand yards, first south and then due south-east 

flanking the village of Parvillers. 

According to brigade orders issued on the 13th, the task of the 49th 

battalion was to still further aggravate the salient of the enemy by driving 

along the north side of the road to a point level with our advance on the 

left and the advance of the Pats on the right and then to attack this flank 

South West and so “squeeze out” the formidable line immediately in front 

of Parvillers which had turned back the improvised attack of the 32nd 

division. 

On the afternoon of the 13th, battalion orders came down for an attack 

along trenches leading south and east as far as Blucher Wood, “A” com-

pany on the left going straight south and “C” on the right south-east to 

execute this movement. “B” company in support, while “D” would put 

up a bluff of occupation in the old front line to the right of the road, with 

machine gun and rifle grenade fire. Company commanders were “A”, 

Lieut. Flint; “B”, Lieut. Martin; “C”, Lieut. Mooney; “D”, Capt. Hale. 

The attack was to commence at 7:30 p.m. when it was already getting 

dusk, and despite lack of time to organize, shortage of bombs, which had 

not come up save a few the 42nd bn. left, and absolutely no time for 

reconnaissance of the maze of old German trenches to be cleared, 

splendid progress was made against stiff opposition. “A” company, 

number 4 platoon, (Lieut. Day) went ahead with number 3, (Lieut. 

Hamar) in support, and number 1, (Sergeant Joe Harris) in reserve; 

number 2 platoon remained at company headquarters and did not take 

part in the operation. For “C” company Lieut. Cluff with number 11 

platoon did the fighting, number 12 platoon (Lieut. Hill, the old Mountie) 

in support, and numbers 9 and 10 platoons, (Lieuts. Campbell and Jarvis) 

to form a reserve and consolidate and man the right flank. “C” company 

at 7:30 p.m. in the gathering darkness moved south and east down the 

trenches toward Blucher Wood and the road on the right to protect the 

right flank of “A”, “C” and “A” meeting where their respective German 

trenches converged by Blucher Wood. 

“C” company, Lieut. Huff, cleaned out many German machine gun 

posts with the bombs they had, the bombers going ahead and the machine 

guns covering from vantage points on the sides of the trenches as they 

advanced. “C” company had plenty of bombs but none had come up for 

“A” company which had to rely on what they picked up at 42nd bn. H.Q. 

on the way up and the German bombs they returned with interest. 

“A” company ran into some tough fighting, machine guns and bombs, 

and just when reaching their destination our own artillery opened up, 

apparently shooting from the map but hitting their trench every time. “A” 

company and the Germans, including the prisoners taken by that time, 

getting it indiscriminately. “A” company pressed the attack to the 

juncture with “C” near Blucher Wood, number 4 platoon taking the attack 

till then when number 3 platoon took over and “C” company retired, and 

the remainder of A”, the latter to make their blocks, for the night had 

quiet closed down by then and other German trenches leading from the 

east into the ones taken had to be blocked off. “A” company took 17 Huns 

alive in the course of their rush but a number more were polished off by 

our artillery while several times as many got away by the main German
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communication trench in the temporary confusion caused by our guns’ 

admirable though late shooting, and made such speed down Sottises 

trench the other side of Blucher Wood that number 3 platoon when they 

took over had no hope of catching up with them as it was by that time 

pitch dark. 

After the two companies converged near Blucher Wood ‘C” company 

then handed over further operations against the wood to number 3 

platoon, “A” company, “C” company returning to consolidate their flank 

line along the road to connect back with “A” Company, 42nd battalion. 

This work was completed by daylight of the 14th. Number 3 platoon of 

“A” company found Blucher Wood strongly held and, in the darkness, it 

was decided to establish a strong post against the wood and await- 

developments. “A” and “C” companies had captured between them many 

machine guns and some light trench mortars. 

At 11 p.m. this same night, the 13th brigade orders were issued for 

the closing of the salient thus created, the 49th to attack across the road 

southwest and the Pats to attack north-east. At 2 a.m. the 14th, 49th 

battalion H.Q. issued orders to “D” company to carry out this attack at 

6:30 a.m. supported by “B” company. “D” company’s platoons being 

scattered it took some time to get commanders together and have plan 

explained, and while three platoons were near to jumping off points, 16 

platoon was distributed in outposts over the old front. Bombs had to be 

fetched from a store down the Rouvroy road and before the troops could 

get over the open ground daylight had broken. However, despite such 

minor mishaps as leaving rations behind in order to carry bombs, half a 

platoon going astray — on account of haste of guides over the new 

ground — difficulty in locating map positions, etc., all platoons were in 

position five minutes before artillery bombardment opened at 6:15 a.m. 

“D” company’s disposition was: 13 platoon, Lieut. Lee, in German 3rd 

line; 16 platoon, Sergt. Fowlie in 2nd line, 14 platoon, Lieut. Baker, and 

15 platoon, Lieut. Ramsey in 1st line. “B” company moved up in support. 

Immediately the bombardment ceased “D” company swarmed over the 

road and into the trenches on the other side but except for four prisoners 

secured by 13 platoon nothing was seen of the enemy. When the Pats 

were seen advancing over the open to meet our advance “D” took to the 

top and when contact was made swung to its front and assembled in the 

German 3rd line. The slope down to the left of Parvillers was in clear 

view and Capt. Hale immediately sent out two platoons to take up an 

outpost line. 16 platoon took up position behind some gun pits with 

machine guns posted in a trench to guard the left while 14 platoon 

penetrated the village. Capt. Hale then ordered 14 platoon to locate the 

enemy in front and a patrol from 16 platoon to cross over the road to the 

left to contact “A” and “C” companies. Capt. Hale sent a message 

requesting permission to occupy the village as no resistance was 

developing. Lieut. Baker walked to the southeast of the village where the 

Pats also had established themselves and just then the enemy commenced 

to counterattack. In the meantime, 16 platoon patrol had penetrated to the 

south-east of Blucher Wood in search of a post of “A” company, but 

instead found a German machine gun section which apparently was 

advancing to attack. This patrol fell back along a communication trench 

to the left rear of the road and there came on a post of “C” company some 

300 yards from the wood. 

While this post was almost as far advanced as the outpost line taken 

up by “D” company across the road the expectations were that “A” or 

“C” companies were still in or about Blucher Wood. However it appears 

that “A” company had received orders early that morning to retire to their 

old line of the 13th, leaving a post at a block north of Blucher Wood, and 

when this “D” company patrol reported back at 16 platoon Capt. Hale 

arrived with orders from battalion H.Q. for “D” coy. to withdraw to the 

German 3rd line. By this time considerable machine gun fire was heard 

from the. village and presently the enemy opened fire from the orchard. 

Troops were reluctant to retire from positions held, which were good, but 

finally retired, suffering one killed as a result of having to fall back over 

the open. Heavy firing was going on in the village and it appeared 

afterwards that the brigade order to retire had not reached the company 

of the Pats in the village until sometime after our withdrawal and 

unfortunately “D” company was blamed for retiring and leaving the Pats 

“in the air”. Perhaps here was another instance of the weakness of orders 

by runner. “D” company’s orders were clear but reluctantly obeyed. This 

must have afforded ample time for a message to reach the Pats. “D” 

company remained in the German 3rd line overlooking approaches to 

Parvillers from the north-west all this day, the 14th. 

The operations of this morning, the 14th, proved that the enemy had 

evacuated all that ground from “A” company’s front on the left to the 

Pat’s front on the right, leaving the village and Blucher Wood and 

perhaps Hermann Wood for us to occupy at will. The mistake of not 

having taken advantage of this, which we wanted to do but were 

forbidden by brigade, was apparently admitted when at 2 p.m. “A” 

company was ordered to re-occupy the trench running north and east from 

Blucher Wood, part of the trenches taken the day before, and “C” 

company was ordered to advance and establish a post beyond Blucher 

Wood. There is no record of whether “A” company encountered 

opposition in this operation or not, the report simply says “this operation 

was completed by ‘stand to” morning of the 15th.” This was at least 

thirteen hours, so some opposition must have been encountered. “C” 

company sent a party of two officers and thirty men to carry out their 

operation beyond Blucher Wood and found the wood well held. They 

succeeded in clearing it. but could not establish a post beyond on account 

of heavy fire from the left front at Hermann Wood and right front in the 

orchard. This party lost one killed and three wounded. 

During this day, the 14th, “B” company lay in support of “D” 

company. At 11 p.m. some elements of the R.C.R. took up position across 

our front, but records are too vague to give details, except that they took over 

the ground vacated that morning by “D” company and continued to the left 

across the road near Blucher Wood. 
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On the morning of the 15th “D” company sent two platoons forward 

to occupy a shallow trench in advance of the R.C.R. running from the 

road south-west to the village of Parvillers; 15 platoon on left and 16 

platoon on right, Lieut. Ramsey in charge. These platoons suffered some 

casualties during the day from shell fire. In the centre “C” company 

established three posts running in a line north and south just east of 

Hermann Wood. On the left “A” company blocked the communication 

trench five hundred yards east of Blucher Wood and Lieut. Day 

reconnoitered some eight hundred yards east in this trench until he came 

on some evidence of enemy troops. 

At approximately 10 a.m. on the 15th the 49th battalion with the 

assistance of the R.C.R. was occupying the approximate line which we 

could very easily have taken at 8 a.m. the 14th. The battalion was relieved 

by the 16th. Battalion Canadians during the early hours of August 16 and 

returned to bivouac in the orchard at le Quesnel, the place where the 

battalion had spent the nights of August 9 and 10 in rifle pits in front of 

the village. From there the battalion moved on the 17th back along the 

Amiens-Roye road to Hamon Wood near the jumping off point of August 

8, where we spent a couple of days before entraining at Moreuil for the 

north and the attack at Arras. While at Hamon Wood the brigade had the 

distinction of being inspected by that terrible little figure in black slouch 

hat, drooping moustachios and concertina’d trousers, “The Tiger”, Mons. 

George Clemenceau, prime minister of France, accompanied by a full 

retinue of French and British generals. 

 

 

The operations here recorded from brigade, battalion and company 

records and the recollections of several of the participants still alive, in 

the opinion of some of these survivors, ‘for what it is worth’, show that 

we still had much to learn as an offensive force; in co-ordination of 

services; flying artillery and foot; in providing ample supplies for trench 

fighting after an operation “in the open”, and in devising a rapid and 

dependable means of communication between companies, and from com-

panies to battalion H.Q. The runners of the battalion had an onerous task 

in this operation and carried it out with all honor to themselves, but 

augmented as their ranks were, they simply could not cope with the task. 

A system of visual signalling properly organized would have met the 

situation the companies were too often faced with when runners were 

hopelessly unable to keep battalion H.Q. informed of platoon movements 

over strange ground which changed from hour to hour. When given a 

chance artillery showed they could do their stuff, but at most stages of 

the game they were hopelessly lost. Again, if troops had been pushed 

forward on August 8 as our G.O.C. division implored they should, we 

would undoubtedly have been able to occupy the old German trench 

system with little or no trouble. As it was, the battalion went up to 

Parvillers with instructions covering a 20,000 yard advance and spent 

three days in advancing 2,000 yards. 

Note from R. W. Hale: Think operations fully covered by official 

reports. However, there are a few highlights that reading these reports 

brings to my mind: 

When I went into Parvillers to reconnoitre I met Captain (or Major) 

Drummond Hay, who was in charge of the company of the P.P.C.L.I., on 

our right. We discussed the situation, and both decided to get in touch 

with our headquarters and suggest that we occupy the village. Right after 

I left him there was a burst of enemy machine gun fire and this must have 

got Drummond Hay and his runner as their bodies were later found about 

20 yards from where we had the conversation. 

The show apparently was a great success from a corps standpoint for 

as soon as we were relieved word came that corps headquarters and 

Premier Clemenceau had arrived to inspect us and that it was not 

necessary to clean up, and I don’t suppose a single battalion has ever been 

inspected in a dirtier state or by so many high officials at once. As far as 

I remember, there were present, Sir Douglas Haig, General Rawlinson, 

General Currie, Premier Clemenceau and General Petain of the French 

army and of course the usual retinue. Just before the inspection, word 

came that Captain (Charlie) Martin was to be presented with a Croix de 

Guerre by Clemenceau and we kidded Charlie that Clemenceau would 

kiss him, so much so that the captain shaved in a hurry, and it was just as 

well he did, as sure enough Clemenceau, who was just a little fellow, after 

he had pinned on the medal pulled Charlie down and gave him two 

resounding kisses, one on each cheek. 

General Currie and his staff had lunch with “D” company, sitting on 

tree stumps. The lunch consisted of iron rations, hastily accumulated and 

hashed up by Hammond, the officers’ cook. 
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EASTERN BRANCH ACTIVITIES 

 
The social activities of the Eastern Branch of the 49th Battalion 

Association have been confined during the past year, to two dinners held 

at the Toronto Whist Club, Spadina Avenue and Bloor St. Toronto. The 

usual good time had by Forty-Niners when they get together, was 

conceded by everyone who attended. The members are indebted to C. F. 

Chapman, one of the Association executive and President of the Toronto 

Whist Club, for the use of the fine quarters belonging to the Club. 

The Executive of the Eastern branch regret that the response to the 

circulars sent out by the Association secretary, has not been what it 

should be. Many of our members let things slide and have failed to pay 

their annual subscriptions, which essentially curtails the associations’ 

activities. It has been decided that after the Corps Reunion, circulars will 

only be sent to those who have communicated with the Secretary. Those 

who have not paid their dues will not necessarily be dropped from the 

mailing list, but certainly those members who have not paid dues and who 

have not seen fit to reply to the secretary’s circulars, must be stricken 

from the mailing list, as the association is not financially able to carry 

members who do not pay their dues and there is little encouragement to 

circularize those who are not sufficiently interested to at least reply 

stating that they are not able to pay their dues. The executive of the 

Eastern branch has tried to keep the boys in Eastern Canada and Eastern 

States whose addresses are known, acquainted with the activities and 

functions of the Eastern branch, and it has also been the privilege of the 

officers of the executive to try and help members in pension matters, 

when so requested. 

It is urged that all Forty-niners residing within the jurisdiction of the 

Eastern Branch send in their names and forward their annual subscription 

so that they may be kept on the mailing list and to also let the executive 

have their views and comments, so that the executive may be able to 

improve the services they are rendering to the Branch, as the Executive 

is simply the Trustee for the members of the Branch as a body and the 

efficiency of the executive is measured only by the support given by the 

members of the branch. 

The Canadian Corps reunion is being held at Toronto, on July 29, 30 

and 31, and on August 1 next. The time is drawing close and our branch 

is thrust into a whirlpool of activities. This, of course, does not mean only 

three days duty for the executive of the branch, the activities of the Cana-

dian Corps Association have been receiving every co-operation from our 

branch executive. The Canadian Corps Association has arranged reduced 

fares from every point in Canada. Station-masters everywhere, both on 

the Canadian National and Canadian Pacific Railways, have full 

instructions and will be able to advise any member of the Canadian Corps 

as to trains and cost of railway fares. Special provision is being made as 

to the fares of members of returned men’s families who desire to visit 

Toronto during the Canadian Corps Reunion. All are urged to take 

advantage of the cheap rates and the opportunity to make the reunion of 

ex-members of the Canadian Corps one grand success. 

Canadian Corps registration buttons are available through our own 

secretary, Cecil R. Jones, 1372 Davenport Road, Toronto, at a cost of 25c 

each. All Forty-niners are urged to procure their Corps buttons through 

the Secretary as early as possible, so that last minute rushes may be 

avoided; A 49th battalion registration booth will also be opened in the 

horse building at the exhibition grounds, Toronto, during the reunion 

show and perhaps two or three days prior to the actual dates of the show. 

The Corps re-union programme will be as follows: 

Friday, July 29, 8 p.m. mayor hands over French village to troops. 11 

p.m. baseball, Maple Leaf Stadium. 

Saturday, July 30, 11 p.m., parade to Cenotaph. 2 p.m., march past of 

Canadian corps. 7 p.m., unit dinners. 

Sunday, July 31, 10 a.m. Prospect cemetery soldiers’ plot. 8:30 p.m. 

concert — coliseum. 

Monday, August 1, 9:30 p.m., drill competition. 2 :30 p.m., parade by 

towns. 

It has been planned that the Eastern branch, 49th Battalion 

Association will hold a reunion dinner at 7 p.m. on July 30, at the Toronto 

Whist Club, corner Spadina Avenue and Bloor Street, Toronto. The unit 

flag will be flying outside the building. The dinner will cost $2.00 a plate. 

This charge will include liquid refreshments. It is essential that those 

desiring to attend the dinner will forward the cost of the dinner to the 

secretary, at least three days before July 30, as it is readily understood 

that ample arrangements must be made beforehand, if the best is to be 

made of the dinner. The 49th Battalion Association is not numerically 

strong in Eastern Canada, but if everyone turns out we can make a good 

showing and our dinner can be a real success. Get behind our executive, 

boys, and put it over in even a better fashion than we did at the lest 

reunion. 

Berets, Arm Bands, Badges and Ties 

The Eastern Branch of the 49th Battalion Association, has adopted 

the arm-bands and ties laid down by the Canadian Corps Association, 

which are to be French gray with white background, and French gray with 

Corps emblem, respectively, which may be purchased from the 49th 

Battalion Eastern Branch secretary, as follows: 

Genuine French Bersagaliere Beret, 50c each. 

Arm Bands, 25c each. 

49th Battalion Cap Badges, 25c each. 

Ties, 25c each. 

This is your reunion, Forty-niners. Your support only, can give the 

Eastern branch a decent showing in the Great Canadian Corps Reunion 

and every Forty-niner is urged to make the old 49th Battalion look as 

good at the reunion show, as the battalion looked in the field. 

Glenmount United Church, Toronto 

The following Church service and parade was participated in by 

members of the 7th brigade. 

Minister, Rev. W. C. Almack, B.A. 

Church Parade and Service, commemorating the third battle of Ypres, 

Sunday, June 5th, at 3 p.m. 

Order of Service 

When the war veterans’ arrived at the. church, the congregation stood 

and remained standing until the colours were brought to the front and the 

colour parties took their places in the pews reserved for them.
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VANCOUVER BRANCH REPORTS 

 
WOMEN’S AUXILIARY, VANCOUVER BRANCH 
Reading from left to right, around outside of table: Mrs. Manton, Mrs. Jack Bowling, Miss E. Dingley, Mrs. Tipton, Wilson, Hon. Pres.; Bill Reeves, Vice-

Pres. ; Jimmy Collins, McCullough, Pres.; Bill Skinner, Secty. ; Edgar Arnold, Treas. ; Jack Arnold, Chas. Waterhouse, Edgar Hopkins, Nichols, Drucott, 

Percy Wells. Centre of tables, front row, left to right: Mrs. Nelson, Cathcart, Mrs. Bill Oakley, Mrs. Tony McLeod. Back row, left to right: Mrs. Manda 

McLarin, Mrs. Bert Walls. 
 

The depression has failed to dampen the spirits of the ladies auxiliary 

to the Vancouver Branch of the 49th battalion association. Much has been 

accomplished since our last report. Many social affairs have been held as 

well as business and sewing meetings. New members are joining, and the 

old spirit of cheerfulness still prevails. The ladies are now working on 

their second quilt, both to be raffled in the Fall for welfare work. A bazaar 

has been planned for the near future. 

We regret to have to report the death of the beloved mother of Mrs. 

W. Oakley, North Van. 

We celebrated our third anniversary recently by a theatre party at the 

Capitol theatre and banquet at the Eden Cafe at which Mrs. L. Collin was 

presented with a silver basket of flowers for her three years active service 

as president. 

Mr. and Mrs. E. Jones have recently moved to Cloverdale to make 

their home. 

Our sick visiting convenor, Mrs. M. Waterhouse, has been very busy 

bringing a ray of sunshine wherever she goes. 

Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. E. Arnold on the birth of a grandson 

recently. 

We have recently affiliated with the Local Council of Women and are 

looking forward to a busy Fall. We are disbanding for the months of July 

and August. 

We are glad to report the recovery of Master Donald, seven-year-old 

son of Mr. and Mrs. T. C. Cass of Hammond, B. C., who has been very 

ill in St. Paul’s Hospital. 

Election of officers took place recently and the following were 

elected: 

Hon. president, Mrs. M. Wilson; President, Mrs. K. McCullough; 1st 

Vice president, Mrs. A. E. Reeves; Secy and Press Correspondent, Mrs. 

B. Skinner, re-elected; Treasurer, Mrs. R. Arnold; Inside Guard. Mrs. L. 

Nelson, re-elected; Convenors, Mrs. M; McLaren, Social; Mrs. M. 

Waterhouse, Sick and Visiting; Mrs. Bennett, Welfare; Mrs. M. Nelson, 

Sewing. 

Wishing all 49er’s, a successful year. 

W. C. Skinner, Secretary. 

May the Vancouver Branch extend to all 49ers here there and 

everywhere our sincere wishes for future happiness and the success of all 

your undertakings. 

We here in Vancouver have had a very successful association year. 

Our many social functions have been well attended. Our meetings have 

been constructive and many problems have been settled in a quiet and 

understanding way. 

We are thankful our welfare work has been fairly easy due to very 

little sickness. At the present time we regret to advise that Fred Jewson 

is confined to Shaughnessy Hospital. 
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We regret to advise of the passing of our comrade A. G. Nairn last 

January. 

Our banquet and reunion was held in January and a large turnout met 

old friends and fought over again many of their experiences of twenty 

years ago. The tables were spread in the ball room of the Castle Hotel and 

a very tempting turkey dinner was provided. The parade formed up in the 

lobby of the hotel and was marched to the dining room by the strains of 

Bonnie Dundee played on the very popular bag pipes. Music was 

provided by our orchestra. Short speeches were given by Brigadier 

General J. A. Clarke; Colonel R. Del Harwood and Major R. S. Hardisty. 

The writer was very pleased to meet our old commanding officer. 

General Griesbach, in Vancouver upon his return from the South. We 

appreciate the interest he displayed in inquiring about our activities and 

connections here and upon his request we were pleased to show him our 

headquarters in the Castle Hotel and after his inspection of same he re-

marked we were the only Association he knew of in Canada that had such 

nice quarters and privileges provided. The association regretted his stay 

in Vancouver was so short as we would have been very pleased to have 

made arrangements giving him an opportunity of meeting his many 

friends and comrades here at. the Coast. 

We are looking forward to the annual Edmonton picnic which is held 

every year in Stanley Park. On these occasions we try to have as many 

49er’s and their families present to meet old friends. 

We are now very busy making connections and arrangements for our 

dining hall at the Vancouver Exhibition in August. We were very pleased 

to welcome several 49ers at our booth last year and again a hearty 

invitation to one and all to come and visit us this year. The present 

indications are that this year’s fair will be even bigger than last year. 

We held our annual meeting in April and had a very good attendance. 

There was a great deal of interest shown in the reports of all committees. 

The following officers were elected: 

President; J. B. Collin, re-elected. 

1st Vice, George Nicol, re-elected. 

2nd Vice, W. A. Oakley, re-elected. 

Secretary-Treasurer, P. C. Wells, re-elected. 

Sgt, at Arms. George Waite, re-elected. 

Executive committee: E. Arnold; W. J. Nelson; D. R. Ware; C. H. 

Waterhouse; William Morris. 

In bidding you all adieu may we again express our sincere feelings of 

comradeship and extend our best wishes for your continued success. 

 

IN HOSPITAL 

Since the last issue of the 49er the following members of the battalion 

have been under treatment in the Soldiers’ Wing, University Hospital. 

R. B. Hamilton, No. 432280. Bob was an original and had a long 

spell with the battalion. Is now with the C.N.R. at South Yards. 

C. H. Holmes No. 904122. Charlie has been under the weather lately, 

but his smile is still in evidence. Wants to know when “Steady D” is 

going to have another smoker. 

George Foley, No. 432376, the one and only “Stub”. A little man, 

but a big voice and a big heart. One of the better-known members of the 

Ghurka platoon of “Steady D”. Stub is with C.N.R. at Calder. George 

likes fishing and instructing first aid classes. 

C. H. Vaughan, No. 432625. Charlie is another old timer with “D” 

and signals. Lost a leg and was in to get his stump fixed up. 

D. McCormick, No. 100857. Dan has been crocked up for some time 

and has to go into hospital once in a while for a checkup. He was Scout 

Sergeant with the battalion. 

E. A. Figg, No. 433134. Ernie had to go into “dock” for refit again. 

He is with the Post Office, North Side. 

George Garden, No. 432274, “The Squire of Thorhild”. Geordie had 

a close call, but he is up hearty and smiling again. 

Edward McDaid, No. 781614, is in for a short check over. 

James McGovern, No. 101046. Mac is still in the hospital after a 

serious operation. 

George McKinven, No. 432809, had to go in for a short period. 

Capt. G. D. Hunt, our editor. We all know the work he has done for 

us. and what we owe him. We all wish him a. speedy recovery. 

Charlie Wampler is still in hospital after a bad time with his leg. 

They finally decided to take it off. The operation was performed in June. 

Cecil J. Kinross, V.C., Lougheed, entered hospital July 5th and is 

still there. 

—Fred T. Pinnell. 

 

 

DELEGATE TO AUSTRALIA 

General Griesbach and Mrs. Griesbach are leaving on the 3rd of 

August for Australia, where the General is to attend as delegate at the 

Imperial Conference of International Affairs. They will return around 

October 24th. 

 

BILL FRAME ENQUIRES 

Bill who lives at North Battleford and works for the C.N.R. would 

like to know the present whereabouts of Lieut. Jarvis, or what has 

happened to him.
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WHERE IS MY WANDERING BOY? 

 

Alfred George Kitchen “Scout” No. 

253012 enlisted in the 209th May 8, 1916. 

Joined the 49th about June 20, 1917 and was 

posted to 2 platoon, “A” coy. He suffered from 

mustard gas, and was in hospital at 

Cambridge, Orpington and Calgary being 

operated on in three hospitals. Says he has no 

kick with the M.O.’s. having received good 

treatment. Discharged June 25, 1919 after 3 years’ service. 

Occupation, Machinist, married and has a family of two boys. 

Address 69 Portland Ave. Bend, Ore., U.S.A. Kitchen says in his 

letter: “I am more than pleased to get news of the old boys, the 

good old 49th, and the magazine sent me is the first I have seen 

since I was in hospital in England. I have one telling of Christmas 

dinner, 1917, just before Jim Mead was killed. I was in outpost 24 

when he was killed in outpost 26. I was on signals at that time. 

Now I must not run on as above, but Oh, how I should like to talk 

it over with some of the old mates and I hope to make a trip to 

Edmonton just to meet some of them. I have the highest respect 

for the officers and men of the 49th. Three “A” coy. commanders 

went West in my time, Mr. Boyle, Travers and Mead. Arkless 

wounded and Mr. Flint did not last very long.” In finishing his 

letter “Scout” thanks Gen. Griesbach for handing in his name and 

address. He sends best wishes and would like to hear from any of 

the boys who knew him. Enclosed $2.00 for dues. He finished 

with “49th Canadians and Proud of it!” So. the draft men seem to 

be well pleased with their treatment in the 49th. 

Robert Wyndham, No. 432904, enlisted in the 49th January 

1915 and posted to 15 platoon, “D” coy. He was three times 

wounded. Discharged in England Nov. 1918. Length of service 4 

years. Married, one son twenty years. Occupation, Carpenter and 

Joiner. Address; 3 Penford St., Camberwell, London S.E. 5, 

England. In his letter Bob says, “Thanks for the Forty-niner I have 

read them through and thoroughly enjoyed them. I can’t 

understand how you got an address in Wales, as I have never lived 

there at any time. I lost track of the 49th during 1918, because 

early that year I transferred into the Air Force and was training for 

a pilot. Transferred to an airport in Ireland I started flying, and 

after the Armistice went to Ripon in Yorkshire and eventually 

discharged, in England. I receive a pension from the Canadian 

government for wounds and was operated on since the war for the 

last wound I received. But without success as the shrapnel is still 

behind my knee. Many times, I have thought about the boys and 

wondered how they are getting along out West. Major Winser has 

written every Christmas and. the news has been most welcome. 

Twenty years since the war, I suppose there is a great change in 

Edmonton. I wonder what has happened to the shack I used to live 

in, just off Whyte Ave. where Durrands the cartage people had 

their stables about fifty yards from the C.P.R. Station. My big 

ambition is to take a trip out again to the West, but things are not 

too great although I cannot kick as I have been fairly lucky with 

work. About five years ago I had a nasty accident which caused 

me to lose the sight of my left eye, however, by now I have got 

quite used to the one eye. I would have had a good collection of 

photos only the last time I was wounded I lost my camera and also 

a good pair of field glasses given to me by Lieut. Travers. Best of 

luck to all.” 

Now, boys you have his correct address at last. 

Tony W. Peterson, “Pete”, No. 432942, enlisted in the 49th 

Jan. 23, 1915, and served in 5 platoon, “B” company, later on in 

France he was transferred to the Transport section. Suffered from 

the ’Flu during his service. Discharged June 2, 1919, after 4 years 

and 5 months service. Miner, at Rosedale, Alta. Married, and has 

a boy 16 and girl 14 years of age. Address, Box 51 Rosedale, Alta. 

In his early years Tony was a sailor. When next any of the troops 

meet up with him they should have him sing some sailor chantys 

for their entertainment. 

Tony wishes to be remembered to all his old cronies. He met 

two of the old boys during the last year Frank Mclsaac and Slim 

Preisig. They were both in good health. He also sent along some 

money, to, as he said help to pass the magazine to someone less 

fortunate than himself. He enjoyed reading the magazine as did 

the whole family, in fact. 

Pete Allison, “B” company, who retired from his position with 

the school board early this year is now living at 2650 Shebourne 

Street, Victoria, B.C. He sends his best wishes to J. J. Blewett; 

George Crockett and all the rest of his old cronies. 

Leslie J. T. Zohrab the original C.Q.M.S. of “C” company is 

now resident in England. His address is 21 Lavengro Avenue, 

West Dulwich, S.E. 29, London. We are indebted to H. Denford 

of Clacton-On-Sea for the above information, he having met 

Zohrab on the Prom taking a few whiffs of sea ozone. 

F. W. Hurt of Lisburn, Alberta, was sorry he could not make 

the grade to be with the boys at the banquet but hopes to be there 

next time. He says the last time he attended was very enjoyable 

and his elbow joint got quite flexible raising his arm up. (Not 

saluting) Editor. 

Arthur V. Daly, “Taps”, No. 432443, enlisted in the 49th Jan. 

7, 1915 and was posted to 1 platoon, “A” company, and later 

transferred to the band. Discharged October 16, 1919, after 4 

years and 10 months service. Compositor, Edmonton Journal. 

Address, 10726-98th Ave. Taps enlisted at the age of 16 years, 

and was 23 months in France. He was a genial young soul as was 

his brother the late bandmaster J. B. Daly, who as everyone knows 

was the organizer of the 49th band and its first bandmaster. 
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Tom James, Ballantyne, Alta., writes in wishing his friends 

the best of health, especially his old chum Neville Jones. In his 

letter James says, “Great credit is due the boys who are 

responsible for getting out the magazine. It gets more interesting 

with time. Hasse’s War Diary is good, in fact everything is fine. I 

read it from cover to cover the day it arrives. Hard on Bob 

McGrath to get the blame and not the game, but that is life.” 

Wishes the association and the magazine continued success. 

W. D. Harris, who served in the transport, in sending his dues, 

wishes those responsible to know he likes the magazine. He has 

now taken up chicken raising and likes the work. “It took me a 

while, about twenty-five years to find out I wasn’t making both 

ends meet at Jasper”. He met quite a few of the boys at Vancouver 

when at the Exhibition. Sends his best to all the troops with a 

special reminder for Earle Hay and Neville Jones. 

W. Chalmers, writes to wish the old friends of war days the 

best of luck. He is still living at 212-llth St. S. Lethbridge, Alta., 

Reg. No. 434949. 

W. H. Collins, R.R. 1, Tuxford, Sask., sends his best love and 

kisses or we should say wishes to the lads of the village. He had a 

poor crop this last year (1937) but he has profited by his own ex-

perience in the past, or else has been reading the bible again, for 

he managed to get by with a little feed grain and the help of an old 

strawstack or two. Joseph, and his camouflage coat, had nothing 

on our John Collins. We all hope he has better luck this year and 

a good crop to fill all their “crops”. 

Tom Yule, R.R. 3, Killam, Alta., calling, and wishes all old 

cronies the very best of health. Enjoyed the magazine very much. 

Would like to know the whereabouts of Ernie Gough, Sergeant in 

“A” coy. Yule says he knows he got married and took his 

discharge in the Old Country. Anyone knowing Gough’s address 

kindly notify Tom or any of the association executive. 

Alex B. Anderson, Lieut. “Sandy”, enlisted in the 194th Jan. 

1916. Transferred to the 49th Oct. 1916 and served with “D” coy. 

Wounded Sept., 1918, and was discharged Jan 1919, with two 

years and ten months service. Married, wife and two children. Has 

a garage at Sutton West, Ontario, Sandy also served in the 3rd 

Div. Pack Trains. Vimy, Passchendaele and Amiens. In his letter 

he says he appreciates the Forty-niner, as it is about the only 

means of gaining news of his old comrades. He spent a pleasant 

hour with Major Frank Bradburn at Peterborough, Ont. last 

Summer. The years seem to rest lightly on Frank’s shoulders. 

N. E. Simmons, No. 905126, of Tawatinaw, Alta., was in the 

Soldiers’ hospital this last winter, for attention to a wound in his 

arm. It is a souvenir of Passchendaele which is bothering him 

again. He has had a tough time of late years with his arm, and also 

the elements bothering his farming operations. He sends his best 

to all the boys. 

Ted Randall, of Harmon Valley, Alberta, in acknowledging 

receipt of the magazine says he enjoys reading it. His best wishes 

are sent along for Bob Whyte and Neville Jones not forgetting the 

other troops who used to dangle along with him. He is keeping in 

fair health and getting rid of three a day. When he goes to town 

he goes there right, for he, so he says has a little, but won’t say 

what it is. Your guess is as good as ours and probably as right. 

Frank Shopland, Rochester, Alta., No. 811664, has a picture 

of his section which he might send along, but cannot locate it just 

now amongst his other war trophies. He wishes all his old mess-

mates the best of good things. Encloses his dues with thanks to 

the association for the Forty-Niner. 

A. Irvine, 528-5th St. E. Saskatoon, Sask., was very sorry to 

hear of Blondie Jackson’s passing, and always thought him one of 

the best. Passes along his best respects to all the lads of the village. 

Hugh de Norban Watson, No. 1949, enlisted in the 19th 

Alberta Dragoons, August 4, 1914. Transferred to the 49th and 

posted to “C” company 12th platoon, June 1916. He was wounded 

in the left knee at Courcelette. Discharged September 1919. Total 

service duration of the Great War and 25 years various. 

Occupation, Manager, Edmonton. Married, wife and two 

children. Address, 10526 127th Street. 

J. A. Steele, Chief Lake, B.C., was tickled to see the “C” coy. 

M.G. section picture in the last issue of the magazine. It brought 

to mind very pleasant companions with whom he served, and he 

has some good words to save for the gun crew. This picture is on 

page 13 last January issue. Steele is the left-hand figure in the 

centre row, Jack Stinson stands in front of the door and Alex Lunt 

is in front of him beside McCann. The top right-hand figure is 

Albert Ebert. He gets the Church service on the radio as it is the 

nearest, he can manage to get to a reunion. Sends his best to all 

the boys and especially Miles Palmer, P. P. Muirhead and Doc. 

Purvis. 

Col. Jack Harstone, D.S.O., met a few of the troops at the 

Coast this last Winter. Sergeant Morris Hart was up from Portland 

in the Summer and seemed to be getting along nicely. Two of the 

boys he met, after a couple of flagons went out and re-enacted the 

battle of Courcelette and forgot some of the prime actors in the 

drama staged there. One of the Bradfords is down in the State of 

Oregon running a chicken farm for the authorities. Jock ran into 

Billy Tipton out there around the New Year.  

Thos. M. Mounsey, Sunset Prairie, B. C., spent a holiday with 

his brother in Saskatchewan this last Winter. He has not been in 

very good health lately and has had to receive further medical 

examination. Appreciates the forwarding of “Ours” and thinks it 

maintains its interest. 
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Joseph Alec Bounds, No. 432212, enlisted in the 49th Jan. 5, 

1915, and was posted to 14 platoon, “D” coy. Received wounds 

in leg, shoulder and face. Amputation of right leg. Discharged 

June 26, 1919 with 4 years, 183 days service. Now is handicraft 

instructor under Breconshire Education Committee, Wales. 

Married, wife, two sons and one daughter. Home address, 

Brynderwen, Ystradgynlais, Swansea, Wales. Alec was one of the 

best men in “D” coy. and was a good soldier and worker. He was 

missed from the platoon when Fritz got his number. A brother still 

lives on the southside in Edmonton. 

Geo. Z. Pinder, of Calgary in sending his dues wishes to say 

how much he appreciates the work of those who “contribute to, 

collect and compile our magazine. “It maintains its quality and 

interest also keeps contact between old members, particularly 

those who have drifted to other places and rarely see any of those 

with whom we went through the mill.” Capt. Pinder was a very 

popular officer of “C” coy. in those days of real “sport”. 

John Smith, “Jock”, No. 432888, enlisted in the 49th January 

20, 1915, and was posted to 6 Platoon “B” coy. Smith was one of 

the best-known characters of the battalion. Discharged March 23, 

1919, after 4 years and 2 months service. Married and has a family 

of two. Occupation, baker at McGavin’s bakery. Address, 9104-

77th Avenue, Edmonton. (We believe some of Jock’s dixies held 

the stolen beer at Shorncliffe). 

Julien Nash, 66th and 49th battalions, in sending along his 

dues wishes all the troops the best of good luck. He wishes the 

Calgary branch would come alive again. Thanks, the association 

for the magazine and he has to let other fellows who were with 

other units have a look at the magazine. He says they seem to 

enjoy it almost as much as he does and express the wish their own 

units had a similar publication. He has been with the Alberta 

Government Telephones since 1918, in the Commercial Dep’t. 

Some other' members of the battalion are with the department, Joe 

Sherin who was in the Scouts and is now the revenue accountant, 

classed as an official; Mel Blackburn, who came to Calgary and 

is head clerk in the Plant Dep’t Office; and lastly Peter Lunn who 

gained fame as a Sniper, also with the Plant Dept’ as an outside 

man. 

 

 (Naturally, being a Sniper-Editor). Sends his respects to his old 

commander, “Billy” Griesbach. 

Thos Angus Imeson, “Imy” No. 808867, enlisted in the 137th 

March 3, 1916. Posted to the 49th, 5 platoon, “B” coy. February 

1917 and was with the M.G.’s. Wounded at Passchendaele. 

Discharged July 1, 1919. after 3 years and 4 months service. 

Married, and has a family of two boys and a girl. Garage owner, 

Nobleford, Alta. 

James Peter Cheyne, “Scotty”, No. 811990, enlisted in the 

138th Feb. 1916. Transferred to, the 49th October 1916 and 

posted to 9 platoon “C” coy. Received a gunshot wound left thigh 

at Passchendaele. He was a runner in “C” coy. from March 1917 

until wounded. Discharged, March 8th, 1919 with 3 years and 1 

month’s service. Married and has four boys and three girls. Now 

farms at Herschel, Sask. Scotty wrote to the Legion here and the 

letter was handed to Neville Jones who passed it along to us. In 

the letter he was asking for the poem written by Donovan. This 

was sent to him. He had not been in touch with the association 

before and was unaware we published the magazine. Cheyne is 

now a member of the association. 

Sam McBride, No. 811139, enlisted in the 138th November 

1915. Transferred to the 49th Nov. 1916 and posted to 9 platoon, 

“C” coy. Suffered from exposure on Vimy Ridge and taken sick 

after Passchendaele. Has been "blind for two years but can see a 

little bit now. Discharged December 1918. Farmer. Address is 

Guy, Alta. 

William Fremont White, “Deacon” No. 811538, enlisted in 

138th, Dec. 28, 1915. Transferred to the 49th January 1917 and 

served with “C” coy. Wounded January 1917. Deacon was one of 

those mainly responsible for the good baseball teams the battalion 

fielded. Discharged March 28, 1919 with 3 years and 3 months 

service. Address, 4436 N. Hermitage Ave., Chicago, Illinois. He 

lost his discharge papers and any records he might have had. 

Above dates are approximately correct. He got back with the unit 

and was discharged the same time as all the rest. 

George B. Reade, No. 446167, enlisted in the 56th April 27th, 

1915 he was with 13 platoon, “D” coy. Transferred to the 49th 

June 20, 1917 and posted to 9 platoon, “C” coy. Wounded G.S.W. 

left jaw, at Passchendaele. Discharged Sept. 2, 1919 with 4 years 

and approx. 4 months service. Married has three boys and two 

girls. Farms at White Mud Creek, Falher, Alta. 

Colin Hassan, No. 432347, 15 Beaconsfield, St. Aukland, 

N.Z. writes to wish all the old boys the best of everything from 

one “down under”. He regrets to read in the magazine of the 

passing of so many old comrades but hopes there are still a great 

many left around to renew old friendships with. George Branton, 

Ryde, Sydney, Australia, is another regular correspondent. He 

was laid up in the Spring for Overhaul, (he means the ship) as we 

would hate to hear of Branton getting his “Bottom” scraped. 

Sends greetings from the land of strange animals. Nothing 

personal in this Georgie.
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Ambrose Clifford Chadwick, No. 432281, enlisted in the 49th 

January 4, 1915 and posted to 5 platoon, “A” coy. Transferred to 

commission in 15th West Yorks 13/9/15. Wounded with them in the leg 

also gassed, Somme July 1, 1916. Length of service, 49th 4/1/15 to 

13/9/15, West Yorks. 14/ 9/15 to 15/10/16, 1st Depot Alta. Reg. 13/9/17 

to 31/3/21. Joined 3rd division Signals July 1927. Present rank Major. 

Transferred from Depot Bn. to Nat. Defence H.Q. April 15, 1919, where 

he is now the Secretary Awards Board. Married, wife, son and daughter, 

Jack 20, Judu 12. Address, 103 Carling Ave. Ottawa. 

A. M. Blackburn, “Blackie” No. 432029, enlisted in the 49th March 

1915 and served with 11 platoon, “C” coy. He was wounded during his 

service with the battalion. Discharged May 24, 1918 with 3 years and 3 

months service. Now works with the A.G.T. Telephones, Calgary. 

Married. Address: 103-10th Ave. N.W. Calgary. 

Bob Mayes, of Moose Jaw writes to say, “All is Quiet on the 

Saskatchewan Front’ Fred Quelch “D” sergeant, is at Vancouver for a 

rest and may locate there permanently. Mayes sends his best wishes to all 

the troops, and says he will get around to writing the letter he owes 

Brennan of “D” coy., who was wounded the same time as Bob, in front 

of Souchez. 

C. Travers, No. 432973 has left the High Prairie district and is now 

living at Royal Oak, West Saanich, B.C. He wishes to be remembered to 

all the “old lads of the village’’. Charley expects to pay a visit to 

Vancouver and look up some of the members. 

Melville C. Moir, “Mel” No. 435512, enlisted in the 50th, July 24, 

1915. Transferred to the 49th around Xmas 1915, and was posted to 3 

platoon, “A” coy., He was gassed and slightly wounded. Discharged 

March 25, 1919, after 46 months service. Served also with the 9th Bn. 

C.R.T. Occupation, Baker. Address, 11 So. Main St. Butte Mon. Married 

and has one daughter. Moir had the misfortune to lose the first two fingers 

of his right hand at the early part of this year. 

Leslie W. Brand, “Less”, No. 811003, enlisted in the 138th Dec. 1, 

1915 and was in 1 platoon “A” coy. Transferred to the 49th Oct or Nov. 

1916 and posted to 9 platoon, “C” coy. He was gassed and shell shocked 

in Dec. 1917. Discharged June 13, 1918 with two years and approx. seven 

months service. Address, 816-2 6th Ave. South, Seattle, Wash. Brand 

was in the “Minnie House” blown up by Fritz Dec. 1917 when a number 

of “C” coy were killed and wounded. 

William Nicol, No. 432-063, enlisted in the 49th Jan. 4, 1915, and 

was posted to 9 platoon. “C” coy. He later served in the post office. 

Discharged March 20, 1919. Occupation, carpenter and builder Married, 

boy 15 and girl 9. Address, 46 Erie Ave. Hamilton, Ontario. See another 

interesting item by Nicol in this issue. 

CALGARY 49er HEADS POLICE VETERANS 

Julian Nash, of Calgary, was re-elected president of the Royal North 

West Mounted Police Veterans’ Association for Canada at the annual 

meeting held in Calgary, it was announced early this year. Headquarters 

of the association were transferred from Vancouver to Calgary last year. 

W. K. MACDONALD KNOCKED DOWN BY CAR 

Struck by an auto allegedly operated by Peter Chourinard 11823 83 

street, at the corner of 93 street and 118 avenue Wednesday, June 15, W. 

K. MacDonald, 56, 11839 93 street, war pensioner, sustained a severe, 

gash on his head. 

Police said Chourinard reported he had seen MacDonald step from a 

streetcar but that the brakes on his car had failed to hold and that he had 

crashed into the man. Witnesses said MacDonald was hurled over the 

engine hood and then carried across the street before the auto stopped. 

His glasses, lost when he was struck, were found unbroken. The injured 

man was rushed to the Royal Alexandra hospital in a Jack Hays 

ambulance. He has now completely recovered. 

 

MAGAZINES REQUIRED FOR MONS MUSEUM 

We have received a request from the Mayor of Mons, through R. P. 

Ottewell, of Ottawa, for a copy of the Battalion History, but as it is not 

as yet published available copies of the Forty-Niner have been sent along 

as follows: Nos. 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 17, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, and 26. If 

anyone has the missing numbers and is willing to spare them please notify 

the corresponding secretary. 

 

BOB MAGRATH IN WINNIPEG 

While in Winnipeg early in April, Major Hale met Robert Magrath, 

formerly of “C” coy. and the transport section. He works on the C.N.R. 

out of Winnipeg. He has not been to any of the 49th functions since 1928 

but is trying to arrange to come to the annual parade and church service 

this year. 

 

PALMER PROMOTED 

Promotion of Miles F. Palmer, Sun Life Assurance company 

representative, to the newly created post of unit manager in the Edmonton 

branch, was announced Tuesday by R. F. Sutton, branch manager. Mr. 

Palmer has been with the company here for the past 13 years and is well-

known in Edmonton sport circles. 

 

BILL BOWLES VISITS BUSBY 

Bill, who is up from California on holidays, called to see Earle Hay 

when passing through Edmonton on his way to visit friends at Busby, N. 

W. of the city. He reported Cantin “C” coy. is still on the police force 

down there. Harry Moss, Band, is there also and not being a rolling stone 

is gathering a little moss. Ed. Marshall, Band, who had faded from our 

ken so far as the records go is now at Box 39c, Castanesa, California. 

 

DOUBLE WEDDING 

At a double ceremony at Norwood United church Saturday, the 

marriage took place of Edna May and Ethel Jane, daughters of Mr. and 

Mrs. Percy Reilly of Edmonton, Rev. J. S. Irving officiated. 

Miss Reilly became the bride of Mr. Roy Allen Harrison, son of Mr. 

and Mrs. Arthur G. Harrison. Her sister, Miss Ethel, was married to Mr. 

Graham Ward Jones, son of Mrs. Jones and the late Mr. E. W. Jones of 

Calgary. 

Reilly carried out a good stroke in this double play, as he managed to 

get two struck off the strength for pay rations and allowances at one 

wallop. 

We wish the happy couples the best of health wealth and happiness 

in their new life.
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CAPTAIN BALL DESCRIBES TOUR 

 
The item reproduced from the “Ramsgate Advertiser and Echo” was sent 

in by Neville H. Jones our treasurer. 

The story of our original Padres’s interesting tour was sent by him in 

answer to a request, which came about when Major Winser wrote to the 

association mentioning that Mr. Ball had been on this holiday. 

Padre Ball was very popular with the members of our battalion and 

deservedly so. 

In the line he was very much in evidence attending to our mail and 

encouraging the tardy ones in writing home. 

Col. Billy had more than once cautioned him regarding his too frequent 

excursions into the danger spots. 

On one of these visits to the front-line posts at Ypres he was severely 

wounded in a bombardment. This invalidated him from further front line 

service. 

All our members will wish Captain Ball the best of success in his new 

charge, as we have no doubt from our experience, he will deserve it. 

For nearly ten years Vicar of Ramsgate, the Rev. William A. R. Ball, is 

shortly to leave the town. 

He has accepted the living of St. John’s, Redhill, Surrey, England, at the 

invitation of the Bishop of Southwark. 

The Vicar announced his impending departure at both morning and 

evening services at St. George’s Church, on Sunday. 

Mr. Ball came to Ramsgate in the autumn of 1938 in succession to the 

late Canon E. L. A. Hertslet, who left Ramsgate to go to Bristol. 

Born abroad, Mr. Ball was brought home from India in a delicate state of 

health as a child aged two, and it was considered that the only way to save his 

life was to send him to Ramsgate. So well did the air agree with the young 

patient that he stayed in the town for his education at St. Lawrence College. 

A graduate of Emmanuel College, Cambridge, he took his degree in 1907. 

Next he went to Ridley Hall, theological college, and was appointed curate of 

Christ Church. Croydon. During his three years, ministry there he was 

ordained priest in 1911. 

Service abroad made an appeal to Mr. Ball and in January 1912. he left 

for Canada on mission work, and returned in May 1915, as a member of the 

Canadian Expeditionary Force. During the war he was severely wounded in 

the front line at Sanctuary Wood, in the Ypres Salient, in 1916. 

Returning, he accepted the Rectorship of Billingford, Norfolk, and after 

six years there he became Vicar of Rainham, Kent, in 1922 from which parish 

he came to Ramsgate. 

Mr. Ball told an Advertiser and Echo reporter on Monday that he would 

preach his last sermon, in Ramsgate on Sunday 24th April, the day following 

St. George’s Day. 

Ball Writes as Follows: 

Would you please see that my change of address is duly noted. I could 

not do without my periodical 49er. Here in our cemetery at Ramsgate there 

are about 20 Canadian graves, as the Canucks had a hospital here. 

I found Oliver Travers name on a. family gravestone, thought that I traced 

his relatives and found they lived in Ramsgate. His father died here a few 

months ago. His sisters were very glad to see me and hear some news of his 

doings in Flanders from one who was with him. But I did not find them till 

last year (1937). 

I am going to a bigger job at Redhill, but I shall not have to deal with 

thousands of Summer visitors as we do here. I have held here regular open-

air services with microphones and the military band of the week (for. we 

always have them at the seaside) playing the hymns. Sometimes I have had a 

congregation of 8,000. It is the band that fetches them and the community 

singing of the hymns! 

I had a fine trip last Summer, driving my own car over 2,400 miles in 

France, Switzerland, Austria Germany, and Belgium. I visited some of the old 

spots and also got in some good mountain climbing. To my pride my oldest 

daughter, aged 20, climbed some mountains with me and did well. We got 

right off the ordinary tourist track in Germany, and were much interested to 

find how many, in the out of the way places, asked us if England wanted war. 

They were glad when we said “No”, but it was clear that they had been led to 

think that we did. 

The courtesy of the Germans was amazing and one place owing to the 

manoeuvers all hotels and rooms were full. We arrived at 7 p.m., but when it 

was heard English ladies were in the party room was found for us by officers 

turning out into smaller rooms, and they (the officers) gave us a table in the 

room set apart for the officers dining room. I prefer other countries, but I must 

put this on record. 

We went to Ypres and it did seem queer putting up at a good hotel in the 

“Grande Place” and hearing the carillon on the rebuilt Cloth Hall. The 

Cathedral is fine. I visited many old spots and saw some of the graves of our 

49ers. 

It was beautiful weather, and all seemed peaceful, but my two girls said 

they felt the place was haunted. 

In the evening we went to the “Last Post” at the Menin Gate. There were 

about 50 of us in all. It was beautifully played, and you can imagine the 

memories that crowded upon one. About 5 feet from us stood a party of 6 

Germans. My daughters were afraid they had come to make a noise, but of 

course, they had come like us to pay tribute, and stood to attention and then 

quietly went away. 

I visited part of our old line in Sanctuary Wood and found this portion all 

built up as perfect trenches and admission 50 centimes. A great tourist centre. 

I did not pay to go in but got back into my car and drove up Mount Sorrel, 

shades of 1916. 

We then drove to the Canadian Memorial at Vimy Ridge. It is a 

stupendous inspiration, and so with feelings beyond words we came home. 

This is very hurried, and I do not know if it is of any use to you, but I am 

very, very pressed just now. My wife sends her greetings to the 49ers she 

knows. 

Lately I have had Pierce-Goulding here, and heard many amusing things 

about Edmonton and General Griesbach — but I will not put them into print. 

With greetings to many old friends, and I am afraid we are becoming old. 

Yours very sincerely, 

W. A. R. BALL. 

 

P.S. — The old officers’ mess hut at Shorncliffe built of galvanized iron 

is still there. My wife and I visited it last October.
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REMINISCENCES—MILD AND BITTERS 

MULES AND OTHER STUBBORN FIGHTERS 

Thanks, very much for the magazine. I have enjoyed it fine. Have just 

finished writing to Charlie Hill who is in hospital, he was not much of a 

soldier on parade, but he sure done his shift up the line. 

I see where it is claimed the raid “C” coy made on Jan 28, 1917 is the 

record raid of the Batt, and several M.M.’s. and leaves given, perhaps it 

was, if so. I claim the raid I was in as a bayonet man, Chip Kerr another 

bayonet man, Capt. Davis and Corpl. R. V. Patterson in charge, eleven 

altogether, was the record raid of the 7th brigade. 

It was 4 p.m. Sept 16, 1916. the Germans held about 250 yds. of 

trench between us and the Pats, holding up the advance, we killed and 

wounded quite a bunch and took over 60 prisoners in less than an hour, 

which permitted the R.C.R’s to go over at 5 p.m. With the exception of 

Chip Kerr I heard no talk of M. M.’s or leave. 

At Amiens three Germans each wearing the Iron Cross ribbon held 

us up with a machine gun, wounding and killing a few, including a 

stretcher bearer named Winters. Myself and a fellow named McCalagan 

of “B” coy went ahead and they surrendered to us, after the scrap Sgt. 

Major Messum took me to Capt. Toole and he said.; I understand you 

have been put back on the pass list for some trouble you were in but I’ll 

see you get away on leave at your proper time, however, both Messum 

and Toole, both fine men with lots of guts, were unfortunately killed so I 

got no leave until Appres La Guerre, on the road back either Dec. or Jan. 

1919 from a place called Nation. 

At Nation I helped a friend of mine belonging to the transport to sell 

a mule to the civilians, the mule was one captured from the Germans so 

I considered it as much ours as anyone else’s. 

The next day I went on leave; got to London, changed my crummy 

clothes for clean ones and less than 3 days in England I was in the coop. 

Two red caps looked at my pass and said you are just the man we want 

your description is circulated throughout the country, a charge has come 

from France against you for peddling mules, government property, so I 

did not get the leave after all. 

The last I heard of the mule was several months after I returned home 

to Edmonton, a knock came at the door about 10 p.m. I was surprised to 

see an officer, he said, “I’ve come from Calgary to collect a claim against 

you, and so and so, for 550 francs it’s so much your share in Canadian 

money. 

I told him to collect from King George, as I figured I had paid in full. 

He tried to bluff me that I couldn’t get away with that kind of stuff with 

the government. However, I’ve heard nothing since so I guess I made it 

stick alright. 

Apparently, the French people had the mule taken from them and put 

in a claim for the money they paid us. Here is wishing you and the 

magazine the best of luck, from yours truly, 

JIMMY MADDAMS. 

P.S.—I am doing, fine two sons and one daughter married, several 

grandchildren, son and daughter at home and have two fine places at 

Chilliwack, 11 acres and 33 acres, which my eldest son looks after. 

Now as to the raid pulled off by “C” company we think you have read 

an heading wrong, as it is not claimed to be the record raid by the 

battalion. See page 19, 2nd column of issue No. 26, near the bottom it 

says: “The Battalion Record of Raid, not “Record Raid”. 

The biggest raid the battalion pulled off was in June 1917 at Avion. 

That is to go into the enemy’s lines and to return after a certain time has 

elapsed, with stated objects to attain and attend to while over. 

Of course, as you say, the show you were in with Chips Kerr was way 

bigger thing than either of the above, but it was not a raid but an attack to 

gain hold and consolidate certain objectives (and according to the 

information of the writer who was not present) not enough recognition 

was given to those who acted such a grand part in the affair. 

The criticism of any story which is published in the Forty-Niner is of 

course welcomed, also any story on the battalion’s doings overseas, such 

as the ones appearing in this issue. 

“OLD PHIL” UP AGAIN TO BAT 

It makes me smile to think that while Dictators shout their heads off 

in different parts of the World the 49th association and other returned 

men’s organizations. stand fast. 

I was 65 years old St. Patrick’s Day, and still going strong. 

Here are some echoes of Bruay, 1917. Pre-Vimy show. 

1. The girl who spoke English in the dry goods store. 

2. Hippograph steak in the butcher shops. 

3. French Miners with their fighting roosters. (Chantecler). 

4. Review of the 7th Brigade by Premier Borden at Maries 

de Mines. 

5. Hot and Cold water, and shower baths at the mines (a 

godsend for the troops). 

“Oh, you Forty-Niners said Macdonell”. 

After the capture of Vimy Ridge by the fighting Canadian divisions, 

the seventh brigade was relieved, and we went out of the line for a rest. 

The 3rd division. Concert party the Dumbells gave a fine review in a 

big barn, which was very enjoyable, an item in the Song and Dance high 

kicking act sounded like this lilt, “How would you like a little ghost like 

me, etc.” 
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“C” COMPANY GROUP AT THE 

EXHIBITION GROUNDS 
Reading from left to right, top row: Pte. G. 

McWilliams, Pte. T. Bell, Sergt. Scott, Pte. Millar, 

Pte. Brown, Pte. Hayter. Kneeling: Pte. Knowles, Pte. 

Hackett. Sitting: Pte. Denford, Pte. Blackmore, Pte. 

Martin. 
 

 

 

 

 
We had sports of all kinds; and one day the 7th Bde. was formed into 

a hollow square, and Archie Macdonell the Brigadier told us what we 

were. “Oh, you are good fighting men but not soldiers like the R.C.R’s, 

and if you don’t shine up when you are out of the line, I will water your 

Rum when you are in the line; and those old stretcher bearers,” said he, 

“They gave me iodine to drink instead of rum, when I was wounded at 

Zillebeke.” 

We all felt a bit sad as we knew he was going to leave the 7th Bde. 

and take over the 1st Canadian Division, in place of Sir Arthur Currie, 

who was taking over the Canadian Corps. 

“SLIM” BASTABLES RECOLLECTIONS 

I see where I have to write and thank the old Forty-Niner again for 

bringing to mind one of the boys I had forgotten, one P. Boxall from 

Chobham, England! he went to the Batt, in Nov. 1916, when I did, with 

a draft of twenty Lewis Gunners. 

Now I have two or three complaints to make, first in the last issue 

under the Operation Orders for the Vimy show I see, the company reports 

of “A”, “B” and “C” but none for good old Steady “D” I know we were 

in on that as I got a nice Blighty on April 10th, 1917. Now I have spoken 

of my Slightly I would like to draw your attention to a paragraph in Jock 

Henderson’s recollections in July 1937 issue where he makes reference 

to a make shift gun crew it was 13 platoon gun crew but not a make shift, 

owing to the fact that I was number one of that crew at Vimy and the only 

one knocked out. Earl Rice was my number 2 and of course became 

number 1 and was killed right where Jock claims, with “Spare Parts” 

Saunders losing an arm. I just want to draw attention to the fact it was the 

regular crew and not makeshift. 

You are making a request for anecdotes or any little item of interest 

to support the Wandering Boy column. I hope that it won’t disappear for 

years to come as it is my most interesting reading owing to the fact that 

it brings back names and faces that have passed from memory; enough of 

that. I have one little story that I have told many times on Charlie Johnson 

the big Swede Colt gunner. As you know on the first check up on the 

evening of the 9th of April 1917, Charlie was reported missing as he had 

not been seen since early in the day. Well the next morning Charlie 

appears from one of the German trenches as tight as a drum, with 

souvenirs stuck all around him, a couple of sandbags of wine and what 

have you. Anyway Charlie was sent back to his gun and as I remember it 

things were fairly quiet the morning of the tenth of April, when all of a 

sudden there was quite a burst of machine gun fire from Charlie’s gun. of 

course every one wanted to know why, the answer from Charlie was, 

“Fifty sounsand Yermans down in the Walley”. 

The matter of a couple of weeks ago there came to my notice the name 

of another 49er through the local newspaper, I am referring to Andy 

Moroz, M. M. he was a stretcher bearer in 18 platoon. Well Norman I 

hope you can make this all out as I have had an awful time trying to find 

a pen that I can write with after the kids have been using them, so think I 

will draw to a close now with best regards to all the boys of the one and 

only 49th. 

P.S. — One thing more I am still a C.S.M. in the local Militia and 

was lucky enough to get one of the Coronation Medals. 

The reason there is nothing relating to “D” coy. in the Amiens show 

was we could not find any in the records, nor were we able to find anyone 

of “D” who was in the show able or at least willing to write it up. We are 

pleased at all times to consider offerings of any relative material. 

Regarding “Jock” Henderson’s story of Commotion Trench. We go 

to a lot of trouble checking material and those who saw the account 

thought it was a fair presentation of the raid. 

The statements “Makeshift Crew” doesn’t mean they were not a 

good crew. The belief held by most was the crew had a few additions 

for the purpose then in hand. Owing to depleted numbers our specialist 

crews were in a state of flux at that period. 

Thanks for your views they are welcomed. 
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W. R. NICOL’S REMINISCENCES 
Dear one-time Brother-in-arms. 

For years I have intended filling this questionnaire and writing a few 

lines and on looking over the last edition of the Forty-niner tonight, 

decided to at least make a start. 

First, let me say how pleased I am to get the magazine, I don’t know 

who placed my name on the -mailing list years ago, unless it was Jim 

McMillan or Jim McQueen,. but I am certainly in their debt as well as the 

associations. 

I see Cathel Matheson’s name in this issue’s “Wandering Boy”, I see 

him occasionally and also C. J. Parker who was in “C” coy, came to us 

with the draft from the 86th M.G. Bn., which was raised here. Also used 

to see Bill Bates who was “C” coy tailor but haven’t seen him for some 

time. Also hear from T. W. Greenfield occasionally. 

I was doing a job a while ago with another carpenter and on 

comparing notes I found he was a 42nd man so we had quite a talk over 

the old days. 

We were very glad to have Jim McMillan and his wife with us last 

summer for a few days while they were on a trip to Montreal, he hasn’t 

changed much. He of course was able to tell me of many of the fellows, 

and indeed we talked so much of the old times that I think both of our 

wives were disgusted with us. 

A rather amusing incident happened as they were leaving. A large 

party were going by the same train, starting on a trip to the old land and 

had a piper to play them off. I think so far as Jim was concerned that piper 

was there for his special benefit; I’ve forgotten the tune but Jim told me 

he hadn’t heard it since the Pipe band, in which he was a drummer, played 

the troops onto the trains in the Exhibition grounds in Edmonton in Mav, 

1915. 

In connection with the “C” coy raid described in this last issue of the 

magazine let me add a touch, we had a Lewis gun post in the trench by 

which Riley and his party and prisoners returned to our line. We supposed 

the raid was all over and were thinking about breakfast, when our sentry 

at the top of the old mine we used for a dug-out, gave a yell and we filed 

up. On working up the trench he saw a German and thought we were 

being raided till we saw the hands in the air and some of ours behind 

coaxing them along with the point of a bayonet. 

I don’t remember now who it was, but someone pulled the pin in a 

Mills bomb and thew it away and when the party was past he didn’t know 

what to do with it and finally I had to take it from him and throw it over 

the top, I believe that was the only bomb I threw all through the war. The 

first time I fired a Lewis gun, and I was in charge of it too, was at a 

German working party near the “Pimple”. 

I wonder if any of “C” coy. remember the night someone accidentally 

gave the “Gas alarm”? Our post was just next and of course we got wise 

in a minute or so. but the main post some distance away didn’t get wise 

and when, after waiting for about 15 minutes for our relief crew, I went 

back to see why, I found Jack Garow all helmeted and with his gun ready, 

and some of the rest of his crew still trying to get ready. Jack made violent 

motions to me. to try to tell me to get my mask on but finally, seeing me 

having a big laugh he tore his mask off but I won’t try to repeat what he 

said even if I could remember it. 

Well, when one sits down to write of it how the little things come to 

memory, but I must close with best wishes to all of the boys and to the 

“Forty- niner”. 

P.S.—I joined the “R” in my name after I came back. 

GEORGE GARDEN’S STORY 
In the early part of April 1917, I happened to be on the St. Quentin 

front with Rawlinson’s army. One fine day a staff officer who had been 

watching us for some time came up to me and said: “Why you are not a 

Canadian!” I said “Yes, sir.” He said, “No you are not, you are a 

Scotsman.” “Yes,” I said, “I am Scottish first but Canadian next.” He then 

asked, “Were you in the Imperials at any time?” “Yes,” I said. “What 

regiment?” I told him the King’s Own Scottish Borderers. Then he said, 

“Why your general belonged to them.” “General who, sir?” “Why 

General Woolcombe.” I said, “Why Capt. Woolcombe, is he our general” 

“Yes” he replied.  

He took out a notebook and took my name and said he would see the 

general that night and tell him. Next day a dispatch rider brought a mes-

sage requesting my presence to see the general. I got a pass to 9 p.m. that 

night and started for Nesle (pronounced Nil), a little over eight miles 

distant. About two miles away I came to a huge crater which I went 

around and then headed on a straight road.  

At this time a truck came along, picked me up and dropped me in 

Nesle just at the back of 9 a.m. I knew it was rather early to visit the 

general but thought I would in the meantime find out where he was 

located. I saw a window open in the little square and a number of clerks 

writing at tables. I stuck my head through the window and asked the first 

man if he could tell me where I could find the general. He looked at me 

disdainfully and asked: “Who do you want to see?” I said, “The general”. 

He told me to get a’ye — get a’ye. The sergeant major with a 

Glengarry cap came up and asked the man what was wrong. The clerk 

told him “This bloke only wants to see the general, no aides for him, only 

the general.” The sergeant major said to him, “I wonder if he’s all right?” 

That was too much for me to have it even suspected that I was “nuts”, 

and in very forceful language, I told them I was not crazy or “nuts” and 

that I only wanted to find the general.  

Just at that moment from a lane comes the staff officer who shouted 

out, “Oh the general sent for you. I told him of you, and he told me you 

were a young piper in his regiment in India.” I said I could not find out 

where he was. He directed me to his servant and said with Lord Henry 

Scott’s compliment to take me to General Woolcombe.  

I was ushered before the general, who was still in his pajamas. He 

remembered me well and after a long “crack” about all the old boys 

whom he had met at times since he had become a staff officer I begged 

to retire with something worthwhile under my belt. On getting outside I 

made for that window and shouted:  

“Well I did see the general after all, so I think I am entitled to an 

apology from you fellows who thought I was a lunatic or something 

worse.” The sergeant major congratulated me and remarked: “You are 

the first man ever I saw in all my service who could approach a general 

as you have done.”
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A TOUCHED-UP WAR DIARY — F. R. HASSE, Reg. No. 432944 
The author of this War Diary is F. R. Hasse, a member of “A” coy. and later “The Signals” and “Transport. He is now a resident of Victoria, B.C., having 

taken a twenty-year pension from the R.C.M. Police. This Diary is of absorbing interest to the men who were with the battalion in the earlier days in France, 

just as Mounsey’s War Diary was of particular interest to the men who were in France in the later stages. This is the sixth instalment. 
 

CHAPTER 7 

May 6th, 1917 — Life in the Divisional Pack Train continues 

much as usual, with trips up the line about three nights out of four. 

We are lying around on the grass in the afternoon when a German 

plane swoops down on a nearby observation balloon. Machine-

guns on the ground blaze away at it 

but the pilot ignores them and shoots 

inflammatory bullets into the balloon 

from a distance of a few feet. The two 

observers drop out in parachutes but 

as there is little or no wind they drop 

almost vertically and they have a 

narrow escape as the blazing balloon 

falls past them, for it only seems to 

miss them by a few feet. The flames 

must have been close enough to 

scorch them. They are lucky fellows 

if they have still got whole hides — 

what with the German machine-gun, 

our own machine-guns and the 

flaming balloon. We are unanimous 

that a job on terra firma, no matter 

how dirty and lousy, beats anything up in the air. The German 

airman makes a successful getaway though his machine must have 

been hit by bullets. We pack up rations at night for the 43rd. Take 

the “Y” route and go almost up to the front line. Enemy artillery 

searching everywhere and we are glad to get rid of. our loads. 

Lose no time riding back. 

May 8th — A cold wet day, but the dust has been bad lately 

and we are glad to see it laid. Pack up rations at night for the 2nd 

C.M.R,’s. No guides sent to meet us and we get lost on the other 

side of the railway grade. Some of the horses and mules get caught 

in the barbed wire and we have a sweet time generally before we 

get rid of our loads. Tear gas, from shells hanging around some 

spots on our way back, but it is not bad enough for us to don our 

masks. 

May 12th — Get an evening off and go over to the Battalion 

camp. Battalion is in the line, but a number have been detailed to 

stay behind this trip. A bunch of “old-timers” return from Blighty. 

These include the “Curly Wolf” (Perry Barron), Tommy Eves and 

“Coggie” (Cogswell). 

May 17th — Am placed in charge of a party of eight packers 

taking up rations for the 7th Brigade. After we have unloaded 

rations we find there is no ride back for us, for we have to load up 

again with German anti-aircraft ammunition, captured when the 

Ridge was taken, and bring it back to our camp. It puts us guessing 

to what use this German ammunition is to be put, unless it fits 

some of our guns, which seems hardly likely. It is all contained in 

wicker cases and is easy and convenient to handle. A quiet 

evening and we run into no shelling. We are luckier than another 

party of packers up the line this evening. They have a rough time 

and one of them gets wounded. His horse gets killed and two other 

horses are wounded. 

May 19th — Pack up rations for the 42nd. On our return, along 

the Lens-Arras Road, one of the fellows, an 8th Brigade man, gets 

thrown from his mule. His foot gets caught in the hay-wire stirrup 

and he gets dragged a quarter of a mile along the cobblestones 

before the crazy and frightened mule can be stopped. He is so 

badly injured that he dies shortly afterwards. Pack Train also loses 

another man to-night for a party returning from the Quarry Lines 

report that Corpl. Webb was killed by a shell. 

May 20th — Party goes up to bury young Webb. Pack train 

gets a bunch of mules from the base to replace casualties among 

the horses. These mules are unbroken animals from the southern 

U.S.A. and include three particularly mean brutes. Smithy of the 

43rd, a husky kid of seventeen, volunteers to break them in. He’s 

been raised on a ranch and is in his element with a bad mule. Am 

on party at night packing up rations for the 116th Battn. Witness 

a thrilling air battle at dusk, between two Fritz planes and two of 

our own, as we wend our way along the “Y” route. See tracer 

bullets used for the first time. One of the German machines 

brought down, and it falls to the ground like a wounded bird. 

When we first came to France we would have cheered such a sight 

but we don’t now, for we know that German plane contains a 

brave man and our respect for him outweighs any other feeling. 

Some heavy shelling along the front, but we are lucky enough to 

miss it. Another party, working for the Engineers, have a hot. 

time. Two of them get wounded, both good “blighties”. A mule 

gets killed and another wounded. 

May 24th — Empire Day, and Divisional sports are held to 

celebrate the occasion. Feel lazy and do not attend them. Pack up 

rations at night for the 52nd Battn. and take them right up to the 

front line. Ride back along the Lens-Arras road with one of the 

C.M.R.’s. He is riding the mule which threw and dragged its rider 

to death a few nights ago and as we near the spot where the man 

was thrown he tells me he has got to look out, for the animal, since 

that night, always raises hell when it reaches the place. Sure 

enough, when we get to the spot, the frightened beast plunges 

around wildly, but its present rider has no difficulty in staying 

with it. Strange beasts mules — a horse would not act. like that 

night after night at the scene of an accident. 

 

  



Aug 1938    No. 27             THE FOURTY NINER 
 

Page 28 of 41 
 

 

May 27th — Get issued with gas masks for the pack animals. 

At noon we are told to put them on the mules and horses. Some of 

the mules resist all efforts to get the respirators on their noses and 

a veritable pantomine ensues. O. C. comes along to assist but gets 

knocked over the tie-rope by one of the animals and lands on his 

backside; but he’s a good sport and manages to keep his dignity. 

Pack up sandbags at night for the Engineers. On our return journey 

we are congratulating ourselves on having had a quiet trip when, 

as we enter the sunken road above Petit Vimy, we are bombed by 

an aeroplane which seems to be only skimming the ground. Four 

bombs are dropped and the sunken road in an instant is filled with 

dust and smoke, but we escape casualties. Mules and horses, on 

an occasion such as this, need neither spur nor whip — we had 

left the sunken road behind us a quarter of a mile or more before 

they slackened speed. 

May 29th — Spend evening writing letters in the Y.M.C.A. On 

leaving run into Big Jock Elder of the 43rd Battn., with whom I 

was on a Signalling course at Zupeane last summer. Since then he 

has won both the M.M. and the D.C.M. but, like many another he 

has declined promotion, considering himself happier as a private. 

Am on picket duty on the lines at night. A little black devil of a 

mule breaks loose and resists all efforts to catch it. For half an 

hour it runs amuck and succeeds in disturbing the entire camp. At 

length it returns quietly to its place in the lines, apparently 

satisfied it has created enough mischief for one night. 

May 31st — Personnel of Divisional Pack Train is reduced; 

two men being sent back to each Battalion. Tom James and I 

return to our own Transport Lines. Good to be back with our own 

Battalion again, though the packers are a fine crowd. 

June 2nd — Having a lazy time in the Transport Lines. Am 

detailed for nothing more exacting than keeping an eye on the 

horses as they are turned out to graze. In the evening the fellows 

rig up a horizontal bar and we get a good deal of sport and exercise 

out of it. An argument between George Young and Dave Irons 

gives us a lot of entertainment. As the argument progresses 

Dave’s Scotch accent gets broader and broader, and George 

Young at length refuses to continue without the services of an 

interpreter! Dave is in high spirits, and so is Swanson for they are 

off on leave to bonny Scotland to-morrow morning. 

June 3rd — The first anniversary of the 49th’s blackest but 

most glorious day. Yes, it’s just a year since that fateful day in the 

Salient when four hundred men, the flower of the. original 49th, 

were killed and wounded in that desperate struggle, against 

overwhelming odds, for a few feet of ground. Deeds of valour 

performed that day have infused an inextinguishable spirit into the 

Battalion. Regimental tradition is a hard thing to explain—

perhaps it is built up by the spirits of the dead who are determined 

that the Regiment must not let down. One feels that Forty-Niners 

who have passed on have not died in vain and, though life was 

sweet to them, they have left it in the health and strength of youth 

and not, perhaps a century hence, as old and feeble men. What a 

strange thing life is, but I must quit this moralizing and remember 

I am writing a diary. 

June 6th — The Battalion moves up the line. The fellows have 

been going over the tapes for sometime past and a big night raid, 

on a Division front, is to be pulled off this trip. The rehearsals 

have been held at night, some of the men, with hats reversed 

playing the part of Fritzes. Everybody, from all accounts, has 

entered very much into the spirit of the thing—the “Fritzes” 

assuming terror and throwing up their hands and shouting 

“Kamerad” when confronted by the bayonet. 

June 7th — R.S.M. proceeds on leave and I ride over to Villers 

au Bois with him in order to bring his horse back. Go over and 

visit the packers in the evening. Hear that a party had a rough time, 

on the Lens-Arras Road last night, one packer getting killed and 

four wounded. Two mules killed and several wounded. Some 

bombs dropped near our Transport Lines at night — no casualties. 

June 9th — We are thrilled with the news that the big raid last 

night was a great success. Details lacking but Fritz was evidently 

quite unprepared when our fellows followed up the barrage, and 

he got it in the neck properly. Prisoners numerous. “D” Coy. 

casualties reported somewhat heavy. In morning we all turn out 

for cavalry drill. The first we have had and we wonder if Transport 

men are to be utilized as cavalry when the enemy line at length 

breaks. 

June 10th — Husky Leddingham is down in the Transport 

Lines in the evening and he gives us a most entertaining account 

of the big raid the other night. 
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Fritz must have been badly demoralized at the start and Husky 

relates how three prisoners, on being taken at one stage of the raid, 

were told to beat it down a road alone and tag on to the first bunch 

of prisoners they saw under escort. But the enemy apparently put 

up a good fight in some spots. Husky, as he describes activities of 

“A” Coy. that night in vivid language, tells of a little incident 

which illustrates the remarkable camaraderie existing between the 

42nd Battn. and ourselves. It seems there was a certain amount of 

confusion while the raid was in process, several of the battalions 

finding difficulty in keeping to their correct fronts. On one 

occasion a party was observed looming up in the darkness, like a 

certain small outbuilding in a fog as the saying goes, and on being 

challenged they replied, “Forty-Second.” At once there was a 

general chorus of “Good Old Forty-Twas.” A little later another 

party was challenged. They replied, giving the name of their 

battalion — and not being the 42nd, they were promptly told to 

“Get to hell on your own front!” 

June 12th — Turn the horses out to graze and spend a lazy 

afternoon keeping an eye on them. This spot they are pasturing on 

was the last camping ground of the 48th Battn. before it was 

broken up. In the centre of the ground there is a great mound of 

stones surmounted by a large cross bearing this inscription: 

“R.I.P. to commemorate the last resting place of the 48th 

Battalion, C.E.F. Raised by Patriotism Feb. 1915. Killed by 

Politics May 1917.” It is hard to know what justification there is 

for the bitterness of this epitaph, for it is obvious that all battalions 

raised in Canada could not remain units throughout the war, but 

we of the 49th know what a fine outfit the 48th was and what a 

name they would have made for themselves had they served in the 

line. Did we not see them on May Day evening last year, rushing 

up the communication trench, and armed only with picks and 

shovels, when they heard our line was being raided. And how 

disappointed those husky kilties were when they were told the 

scrap was all over — our trenches were a shambles but the raiders 

had been beaten back, leaving their leader, a gallant young officer, 

severely wounded in our hands. 

 

 

June 14th — “Dad” Carman takes over the Transport Section. He 

lines us up and gives us a friendly talk, saying that “Dad” is a 

nickname that he is proud of and he hopes it will always stay with 

him. And stay it most certainly will. Divisional sports held in 

afternoon. 49th horseback wrestlers win two easy victories but got 

defeated by the 5th C.M.R.’s. Our tug-of-war team do well and look 

like winning the Divisional championship. In evening go over to an 

open-air concert given by a Labor battalion, an Imperial outfit, 

camped just below us. Hear a splendid rendering of Kipling’s “Put 

out your pipes and follow me.” A fine concert throughout — seems a 

pity that Canadian battalions do not go in for these open-air 

entertainments. Run into Jimmie Hensman at the concert. Sorry to 

hear that he had a brother killed lately in the 4th Division. 

June 17th — Air supremacy see-saws up and down but we seem 

definitely to be top dog these days. A group of our machines, known 

as “The Dirty Seven,” can be seen every day heading for the German 

lines, and always flying in the same formation. They apparently have 

things their own way for day after day they return intact. 

June 23rd — We are lying around the camp in the evening, 

watching some stunting by a three-decker plane, when, during a sharp 

loop, the entire wings are suddenly wrenched from the machine. The 

body of the plane comes hurtling through the air at tremendous speed, 

screaming like a shell, and lands, with a terrible crash, about a quarter 

of a mile from our Transport Lines. We run over to the spot, where a 

big crowd has already collected. The body of the pilot is a bloody 

mess and mangled beyond recognition yet, marvelous to relate, there 

are some signs of life — at least so the stretcher- bearers say as they 

lift the body into the ambulance. The nose of the plane is buried in 

the ground and the machine all twisted and smashed up. 

June 25th — Fine warm weather conditions. About the best spell 

of weather we have had since coming to France. But it seems a month 

of Sundays since we had a bath and George Adkins and I go down to 

Mont St. Eloi in the afternoon to try our luck. A big crowd outside 

the baths but after a long wait, and a hard struggle in a mass of per-

spiring humanity, we manage to get in. Feel well rewarded after a hot 

tub. Alberta Provincial election is soon to take place and George 

Harper is unanimously nominated as Soldiers’ Representative. 

Would like to see him elected for he is thoroughly fitted for the job 

and well he deserves the honour— but in what other army, except 

perhaps the Australian, would a private be nominated for Parliament? 

June 28th — A hot sultry day. Spend a lazy afternoon keeping an 

eye on the horses as they graze. See a foolhardy act performed by one 

of our airmen who is stunting above us. He suddenly swoops down 

on the ruined monastery at St. Eloi and makes for the gap between 

the walls of the battered tower. There would not appear to be space 

enough for him to fly between them but he gets through all right. One 

would think an airman ought to have thrills enough battling Fritz 

without attempting crazy stunts on his own. A likely explanation is 

that it was the outcome of some messroom bet. At night the rain 

comes down in torrents. Our tents get flooded out, the small ditch 

outside being unable to take the water. 
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June 29th — Some heavy fighting last night along the front. In 

early morning a group of sixty prisoners pass by our camp. 

Casualties of 43rd Battn. reported to have been heavy, two 

platoons being buried in mine explosions. 

July 2nd — Third Division takes over Fourth Division front. 

Our Transport moves camp a couple of miles. Our new camp is in 

a timbered valley with water handy. Battalion moves into the line. 

See another German plane brought down in evening. 

July 6th — George Young (Sergeant) comes back from Paris 

leave. Says that Paris is full of Americans, a contingent of 40,000 

having landed recently. A fine-looking lot and all eager to get into 

the fighting. In evening see one of our observation balloons 

brought down by an enemy plane of new design, which seems to 

fly more swiftly than anything we have yet seen. No machine of 

ours in sight to tackle the enemy plane. Violent discussion ensues 

as to the supremacy of the air, several of the fellows maintaining 

we have lost it. 

July 9th — The Battalion comes out of the line. Quite a number 

of casualties during this trip — it is evident that this front is 

tougher than the one we have been holding. Sorry to hear that 

Ernie Evans is amongst the badly wounded. At night I go up the 

line with “Gibbie” and his team and limber, hauling wire and iron 

stakes for the Engineers. A good deal of shelling going on. On our 

return the Engineers want us to make another trip, but Gibbie 

stoutly refuses to do so, saying, it cannot be made before dawn 

breaks. He gains his point after a hard argument. 

July 12th — We catch a glimpse of the King as he drives past 

our camp in the afternoon. Not expecting him to drive by our 

camp though we had heard he was in the vicinity. Hipwell comes 

back from pass, and he and I agree to swop jobs — he to come 

back to the Battalion Transport and I to go to the Division Pack 

Train. We secure the necessary permission. 

July 13th — Back once more with the packers. Move into a 

bivie with Fitzell and “Waffles.” They tell me the Pack Train has 

been lucky of late for there has not been a casualty for the past 

two weeks. At night pack up rations for the 4th C.M. R’s. A long 

trip and a wet night. Get soaked through. On our return to camp 

much appreciate the hot coffee, which is served out gratis, at the 

nearby Church Army Institute. 

July 18th — An evening off and I spend it at the Transport 

Lines. The Battalion has moved up to The Tunnel, where it is to 

be on working parties for eight days. Division rest then follows. 

See some remarkable shooting by enemy anti-aircraft gun. The 

shrapnel shells, directed at one of our observation balloons, get 

closer and closer, to the obvious discomfort of the two observers 

who at length jump out in parachutes. Balloon eventually is hit 

and falls to the ground. First balloon we have seen brought down 

by shell fire. 

July 22nd — Packing up rations at night for the 43rd. One of 

our party, a -58th Battn. man, gets his arm broken by a shell 

splinter. Lucky devil, for it means six months in Blighty for him. 

Get back to the lines about mid-night but shortly after turning in 

the camp is shelled and we have to move the horses and mules 

about half a mile up the road until the shelling ceases. 

July 23rd — Get the news that the 116th went “over the top” 

in great style early this morning. It seems that they met with 

considerable opposition, but they took over a hundred prisoners 

and are holding on to the ground they gained. Their first time 

“over the top” and no doubt they are feeling proud of their 

performance. The fighting was evidently severe for numerous 

ambulances, full both of our own and German wounded, pass our 

camp. 

July 26th — The Division moves out to rest camp. Pack Train 

goes to Barlin. Camp situated in a good spot, with a Y.M.C.A. 

alongside of us. Hear a lecture there in the evening on “Fatalism”. 

The speaker, a Y.M.C.A. Captain, tells us that the longer he lives 

the more he is convinced that everything is mapped out by some 

great unknown power and it behooves us to believe, however 

much our faith may be taxed, that all is for the best. He speaks 

well, and cheerfully, and leaves an impression with us, 

particularly as he is a man who has evidently seen service in the 

front line for, he has got an M.C. 

July 28th — Receive a parcel, with a kindly note, from a girl 

in Maryland, U.S.A., whom I have never heard of in my life. Feel 

somewhat mystified that she should be sending parcels to an 

unknown Canadian soldier when her own country is in the war. 

Heavy thunderstorm in the afternoon and the water invades the 

tents, A fine evening and the fellows spend it wrestling and 

boxing. “Dusty” of the Princess Pats provides most of the comedy. 

Nothing but the best of sportsmanship shown, which speaks well 

for the Pack Train, consisting as it does of men from twelve 

different battalions — and a certain amount of rivalry is inevitable 

between units. 
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July 31st — Maffret returns from leave in Blighty, after having 

taken only thirteen extra days, but nothing was done about it when 

he reported at the O.R. Every Forty-Niner takes an extra day or 

two but it is felt that “Maff”, with his thirteen extra days, has been 

overdoing it, to put it mildly. 

 

 

 

 

August 6th — A bunch of us go to the local miners’ bathhouse. 

A palatial building and we get the best bath we’ve had for many 

a day. Understand now why the miners are so clean looking when 

returning from their work. A couple of women workers around 

the baths are quite unperturbed by our state of nature. In the 

evening attend concert in the Y.M.C.A. Best item some Dickens 

impersonations by an officer. What a novel that great student of 

human nature would have written had he lived these days and 

served in the trenches. 

August 12th — Get a pass and go over to the Battalion and 

register my vote for George Harper in the Alberta elections. Sorry 

to hear that Ernie Evans died in hospital recently from wounds 

received in the line. It is sad to see the old originals, of who Ernie 

was one, getting fewer all the time. Visit the Transport Lines and 

have a long gossip with Tony Peterson who is just back from 

Blighty leave. 

August 15th — Go to Bruay on ration party in morning. Three 

shells drop in the town, to the great alarm of the civilians, but there 

are no casualties. Get news that an offensive last night, carried out 

during heavy rain, was a success. But our casualties must have 

been severe for our wounded are numerous in the long string of 

ambulances which pass the camp. In the evening a dejected 

looking lot of five hundred prisoners pass by our camp. Many are 

mere boys and in great contrast to the fine looking prisoners 

captured on the Somme a year ago. 

August 17th — Activity up the line continues and there is a 

great deal of traffic on the road alongside our camp. Two hundred 

and fifty more unhappy looking prisoners pass by. There is a 

marked contrast in the appearance of our troops going up the line 

and those coming out, the former looking very spick and span and 

tidy, while the latter are bedraggled, with their uniforms covered 

with chalk dirt and several days growth of hair on their faces. 

Henderson of the 42nd gets his leg broken by a kick from his mule 

— a fine blightie for him. A good job though that he has witness 

to prove it was an accident, for the powers-that-be are quite 

capable to trying to make out that he aggravated the animal into 

lashing out and giving him a blighty. If a fellow cuts his hand 

opening a tin of Maconichy the hurt is regarded as a self-inflicted 

wound until proved otherwise. 

August 19th — Hear that the Pack Train is to move back into 

the line within the next day or two. The 7th Brigade, moving up 

the line, spends the night in Barlin. Go down and spend the 

evening with the Battalion signallers. Three of them just back 

from Paris leave. Two of them mere boys who had known nothing 

of life before joining the army, and they are still excited over their 

Paris experiences. Can one blame them for attempting to taste life 

to the full, e’en from a chance pick-up on the streets, when they 

know full well that their lives may be snuffed out the next time 

they go up the line. There’s many a young soldier who is in-

continent for the first time while on leave from the line, and just 

because he knows the next trip into the trenches may be his last. 

Continued in Next Issue) 
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LIFE MEMBERS 
 

Major General, Hon. W. A. Griesbach, 12916 102 Avenue, Edmonton. 

Mrs. Dorothy Weaver, 10232 Wadhurst Road, Edmonton. 

Mrs. A. K. Hobbins. 

Major A. P. Chattell, 10520 126 street, Edmonton.  

Capt. G. D. Hunt, 10842 125 street, Edmonton.  

Capt. J. C. Thompson, Toronto. 

Lieut. N. A. Campbell, Alberta Nash Co. Ltd., Calgary, Alberta. 

Lieut. I. W. Anderson, Apt. 405, 2400 Queen Street East, Toronto, Ontario. 

Capt. The Rev. W. A. R. Ball, The Vicarage, Ramsgate, England. 

Major J. R. Lowery, Pacific Building, Vancouver, B.C. 

Earle O. Hay, 11138 65 street, Edmonton. 

Neville H. Jones, 11252 125 street, Edmonton. 

Walter Jordan, 12206 Stony Plain Road, Edmonton.  

Lieut. R. P. Ottewell, 85 Richmond Street West, Toronto, Ontario. 

Mrs. Mary Boyle, 7518 8th Wilton Place, Los Angeles, California. 

J. E. Brady, Luscar, Alberta. 

A. Croasdale, 29 Newton Road, Ashton-on-Ribble, Lancashire, England. 

Major A. W. Owen, The Continental Illinois National Bank and Trust 

Company, 231 South La Salle Street, Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A. 

Lieut. J. F. E. Carman, 1271 McKenzie Street, Victoria, B.C. 

E. J. Sharp, 13 Stanhope Place, Edinburgh, Scotland. 

Lieut. A. M. Macdonald, 9844 89 avenue, Edmonton. W. Palmer, 1417 1/2 

West 51st Place, Los Angeles, California. 

Lieut. T. N. Ramsey, 10142 130 street, Edmonton. 

Major F. L. Bradburn, 408 George Street, Peterboro, Ontario. 

Major B. H. Taylor, Lakeside, Sidney, Vancouver, B. C. 

Major F. S. Winser, Idaho Springs, Colorado, U.S.A. 

A. F. Proctor, 309-10 U.S. National Building, The Dalles, Oregon. 

N. Arnold, 11908 92 street, Edmonton. 

Lieut. Colonel H. G. Young, D.S.O., M.C., 202 Scott Block, Moose Jaw, 

Sask. 

Captain H. G. Nolan. 808 Royal Ave., Calgary, Alberta. 

 

 

MAGAZINES, CARDS. ETC RETURNED 

 
Mrs. L. Farley, 1126-96th Street. 

K. Griffin, 60 York Street, Toronto. 

Chas. L. Wall, 1118 Robson Street, Vancouver. 

Mr. A. McT. Tod. Sidney, V.I., B.C. 

J. F. Rankin, Ste. 11, Gladstone Ave Toronto  

Geo. Swanson, 4680 Walden Street, Vancouver.  

Mrs. Jas. I. Bowie, 9632-76 Avenue, City. 

Mrs. A. K. Hobbins, 111019-99th Ave. City. 

J. Armstrong, 39 Bond St. W. Oshawa, Ont. 

J. Ewart, 9537-l0lst Street. 

Mrs. T. D. Bethany, 171 Mutual St. Toronto. 

C. R. D. Ferris, 440 Michigan St. Victoria, B.C. 

W. Houghton, Ocean Falls, B.C. 

Mrs. A. W. Buckland, Cookshire, Que. 

B. G. Tower, Beveridge Blk., Calgary. 

J. S. McConnell, c/o 45 West 19th Ave. 

Hugh D. Morton, Suite 3, 1506 West 12th Ave. Vancouver. 

W. H. Haywood, 537 17th Ave. Van., B. C. 

G. H. Ross, 2949 Euclid Ave., Van. B.C. 

 

 

 

 

 

21st BATTALION COMMUNIQUE 

 
The January issue of the 21st battalion association magazine is a very 

good and interesting edition. 

An article by Brig. Gen. W. St. P. Hughes, D. S. O. original C. O. of the 

Bn., titled “Some spies picked up by the 21st”, is of great interest to any of 

our boys who were in the vicinity of Dickebusche at the period of our 

battalion’s initiation into the mysteries and technique of trench warfare. 

The sub-heads are; “Two caught at Dranoutre, Said to have been 

executed. Our C. O. bought a paper from a third, at Dickebusche”. 

It is of worthwhile interest to warrant publishing this in “Ours” at some 

future date. 

Congratulations 21st on your publication and it is hoped the 21sters will 

kick through with the “necessary” to enable your magazine to continue its 

good work. 

They congratulate our association on its what they term, “admirable 

appearance and interesting contents of their publication”. 

 

DUES PAYABLE, BADGES AVAILABLE 

 
The annual dues of the association are payable at any time. As every 

member knows these dues constitute the principal source of revenue which, 

over a period of years, has made up the necessary funds for the proper 

functioning of the valuable work done to aid any member of the old battalion. 

Miniature silver badges for the lapel of your coat may be purchased from 

either Norman Arnold, Neville H. Jones, or Earle Hay, at a cost of seventy 

five cents, and the berets and armbands which the troops have worn on the 

last two church parades and banquets are available at a price of sixty-five 

cents. Badges, cap badge size, for wear in berets are also on hand at a price 

of twenty-five cents. 

A Life Membership costs fifteen dollars, (see list of members in this 

issue.) 

To save extra work to the Secretary will correspondents please give their 

Regt. No., Platoon and coy. of 49th when writing into the association. 

 

MRS. E. H. SIMPSON’S GIFT TO THE ASS’N. 
Mrs. E. H. Simpson, widow of E. H. Simpson who enlisted Jan. 15, 1915, 

becoming Armourer-Serg’t, later receiving his commission on Jan 9, 1917, 

being discharged on Apr. 11, 1919 and who passed away on Oct. 11, 1919, 

has presented the association with the war maps of her late husband. 

This act is fully appreciated by the association and we extend our thanks to 

Mrs. Simpson for her thoughtfulness. 

 

ADVERTISING COMMITTEE 
An expression of appreciation is due to the following who have worked 

hard in securing adv’s for this issue of the Forty-Niner: 

Miles Palmer; George Crabb; Jack Blewitt; Jimmie McMillan, Calgary; Jack 

Kilarski, Calgary. 
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PERPETUATING BATTALION 

 

1st BATTALION (E.R.) SHOWS PACES 

Steps Off in Four Day Display 
Commencing a four-day display of manoeuvres, in which units of the 

Edmonton Garrison will participate, 150 officers and men of the 1st Bn. 

the Edmonton Regiment (49th Bn., C.E.F.), went through a routine of 

operations at the Prince of Wales Armoury on Monday night, June 13. 

Brig. G. R. Pearkes, V.C., D.S.O., M.C., G.O.C., Military District No. 

13 with headquarters at Calgary was the inspecting officer He was 

attended by Col. Norman Dingle, commandant of the Third Infantry 

Brigade. 

The troops, attired in regulation army kit, went through a two-hour 

program of war moves, physical exercises, drill and other matters. 

Many civilians attended the demonstration by the Edmonton 

Regiment. 

The 49th band, under F. G. Aldridge, displayed their abilities as 

stretcher-bearers as well as musicians. 

Chief hosts to the inspecting officers were Lieut.- Col. P. L. Debney, 

M.M. commanding officer, and Major W. G. Bury, second in command. 

Other officers who played leading roles in the review were 

commandants of four line companies: Major M. F. H. Browse, M.M. “A” 

company; Major J. C. Jefferson, “B”, Capt. R. W. Bradley, “C”, Major 

W. G. Stillman, “D”. Major Bury commands the fifth section 

headquarters company. 

Active also were Major E. B. Willson, Capt. A. S. Donald, Capt. R. 

J. Pratley, M.S.M., adjutant; Capt. P. J. A. Fleming, Captain A. H. 

Gilchrist. 

Brigadier Pearkes spoke briefly to members of the regiment on 

conclusion of the inspection. 

EDMONTON YOUTH IS R.A.F. RECRUIT 

John Taylor 20-year-old son of Mr. and Mrs. Arnold W. Taylor was 

this Spring accepted in Ottawa and left for the Royal Air Force in 

England. 

Having spent most of his life in Edmonton. John took part in many 

community activities. He attended Westmount public school and Victoria 

High school. At both schools he was prominent as a rugby player. 

Member of the 49th perpetuating battalion, ’he applied for entry into the 

R.A.F. a year ago. Passing medical tests in Calgary he proceeded to 

Ottawa, where final examinations were written. 

 

ANNUAL MEETING 

At the annual meeting of the Canadian Infantry and Machine Gun 

Association held at Camp Sarcee, Wednesday July 6, Lieut. Col. Brown and 

Lieut. Col. P. L. Debney, M.M., read their delegates reports of the last 

Dominion meeting of this body which was held in Quebec. 

 

COLONEL E. R. KNIGHT, V. D. HONORED 

Retiring president, Col. E. R. Knight, V.D., an original member of the 

Infantry and Machine Gun Association, was honored with a life membership 

in the dominion body for his many years of service in the association. 

 

31st ANNUAL DINNER 

Fully 50 members of the 31st battalion, the Alberta regiment which 

served in France as one of the regiments of the famous Sixth Brigade of the 

2nd Canadian Division, gathered at their annual banquet and get-together at 

the Royal George hotel in early Spring. 

Round the banquet table these veterans of many of the toughest 

engagements fought in France, recalled old days “up the line”. 

As part of the “Iron Sixth” Brigade, the boys recalled their halcyon days 

in the craters of St. Eloi. They recalled that tempetuous time in the capture of 

Hill 70. 

In connection with festivities the annual election of officers took place. 

William Jones was elected president, in succession to M. B. McColl.; 

E.B.H. Shaver was elected treasurer and Archibald Baptie was elected 

secretary. 

An executive of six was elected. 

 

 

63rd HOLD REUNION 

 
To the strains of “The Lincolnshire Poacher” the regimental march, Col. 

George B. McLeod led the gathering to the mess tables when the 63rd 

veterans met at the Royal George hotel for their annual dinner, Saturday, 

April 2nd. 

Major Elliott and Capt. C. Holmes spoke following the addresses by the 

president and Mayor Fry, Percy Abbott, K.C., is the trustee and an old friend 

of the battalion. 

In a short business meeting E. Clarke was elected president. 

 

 

138th BATTALION REUNION 

 
Under the presidency of Gerald O’Connor, M.L.A., about 100 of the 

138th held a reunion dinner at the Royal George Hotel on Saturday, February 

5th. 

The main address was given by the chairman, other guest speakers being 

Major Walter Hale, M.C., Capt. G. D. Hunt and Capt. Goldwyn Kirkpatrick. 

Two minutes silence was observed, afterwards the gathering heard songs and 

indulged in community singing interspersed with speeches. 
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23RD ANNUAL DINNER SPLENDID SUCCESS 
By Jack Oliver, P.P.C.L.I.—Bulletin 

 
Congregating from all sections of the Edmonton district and with 

representatives present from widely scattered parts of Alberta to 

commemorate the 22nd anniversary of the mobilization of the regiment, 

members of the 49th battalion association gathered for their annual 

banquet at the Macdonald hotel Saturday evening, and put over the event 

with the same outstanding success that characterized their many battles 

on the far-flung fields of France and Flanders. 

Always held on Saturday most approximating Jan. 4, the date on 

which mobilization of the battalion commenced, the event stands out as 

one of the most successful in the organization’s history, which goes back 

to Jan. 4, 1915 

More than 200 survivors of the 5000 men who served in the 49th 

during the World War of 1914 - 1918 kept their rendezvous with old 

comrades on Saturday — survivors of one of the outstanding battalions 

in the Canadian Corps. 

Deeds of daring in the front line and in front of it were recalled. Men 

of “Steady D” company recalled how on that never-to-be-forgotten night 

on Mount Sorrel when the enemy came over and their rifles jammed with 

the rapid fire and they went up and over at ’em and beat them back with 

rifle butts and the bayonet. They recalled how they found their first 

friendship with the “Gallant Forty Twa” on St. Martin’s Plain and how 

that friendship lasted until, on Armistice Morning, the two battalions ad-

vanced side by side to take the historic city of Mons and to push their line 

several miles beyond, before the Armistice became effective. 

The boys went over the whole history of the regiment from the time 

mobilization commenced until the present — a page of Canadian history 

shining in bright letters. 

At 7 p.m. the band of the perpetuating unit, the 1st. Batt., the 

Edmonton Regiment, played in the Macdonald rotunda, under the baton 

of Bandmaster Frank G. Aldridge. Here the boys had a swell time. Attired 

in their horizon-blue berets and wearing armbands bearing divisional, 

brigade and battalion patches they heard “good old band” play their 

favorite war-time tunes. They cheered as the most popular of all, 

“Colonel Bogey” reverberated through the corridors. They tapped their 

toes reminiscently as “Tipperary”, “The Old Brigade,” “Great Little 

Army,” “Sons of the Brave,” “Pack up Your Troubles”, ‘Long, Long 

Trail,” “Mlle, of Armentiers,” “If You Were the Only Girl in the World” 

and other favorites succeeded each other in the band repertoire. 

And when the band struck up “Bonnie Dundee” the regimental march 

which had “played them” in and out of the line on innumerable occasions, 

the boys literally made the rafters ring with their cheers and singing. 

Then the welcome strains of “Cook House Door” were heard coming 

from the bugler. 

A piper struck up “Bonnie Dundee” and in single file the Forty-Niners 

marched down the corridor, into the main dining room, circled it and then 

took their places at the tables. 

Major R. C. Arthurs, M.C., a former adjutant of the battalion said 

grace. 

Major Walter Hale, M.C. acted as chairman in the unavoidable 

absence from the city of Maj.-Gen. W. A. Griesbach, C.B., C.M.G., 

D.S.O., V.D. K.C original officer commanding, who is out of the city. 

As a tribute to Gen. Griesbach, the gathering drank a toast to him and 

to Mrs. Griesbach, whose illness had occasioned the trip that kept Gen. 

Griesbach from the banquet. 

Following a sumptuous repast, in which the Forty-Niners attacked the 

roast turkey with the utmost determination and utterly destroyed it, the 

toast list was reached. 

Following the toast to the King, came the toast to the City of 

Edmonton. 

Replying to this, His Worship Mayor. J. W. Fry said that Edmonton 

was proud to have had the 49th Batt, bearing its name. 

This city had excellent representations in basketball, in hockey and in 

the military and he wished the 49th Bn. Association the very best of luck 

in the future. 

The other guest of honor, along with Mayor Fry, was Lt.-Col. Philip 

Debney, commanding officer of the perpetuating unit. 

In replying to the toast to the continuing battalion he told of its 

affiliation with the Loyal Regiment, the first battalion which had recently 

arrived back at Tidworth after 14 years over-seas service and of the 

departure for Shanghai of the second battalion. Of the 50 men chosen 

from the 1st Bn. for representation at the Coronation, two had been 

recruits sent from the Edmonton Regiment which spoke highly of the 

calibre of young men enlisted here. 

The toast to Absent Friends found the Forty-Niners mentioning the 

names of comrades, well-loved in those great days of the War, but 

prevented from one cause or another of being present on this occasion. 

Then came the toast to the Sister battalions of the 49th, in the 7th 

brigade of the 3rd Division, namely, the Royal Canadian Regiment, the 

P.P.C.L.I. and the 42nd Royal Highlanders of Canada. 

This toast was the flame that touched off a mighty wave of 

enthusiasm on the part of the Forty-Niners. “Good old R.C.R.” “Grand 

old Pats” and “Gallant Forty Twa’s” were the cries coming from the 

Edmontonians .as the names of their sister battalions of the Silver 

Seventh brigade were mentioned. 

A representative of each of the other battalions responded briefly to 

the toast. 

Major Arthurs read a series of telegrams and letters from old members 

of the regiment, from the sister battalions and others, wishing the banquet 

well and extending good wishes for a long and continued active career to 

the 49th Bn. Association. 

During the dinner and following, musical selections were played by 

Matt Gibbons and his orchestra. 

As a rule these gatherings have been distinguished by the presence of 

either Pte. John Chipman Kerr, V.C., or Pte. Cecil John Kinross, V.C., or 

both, they being the two members of the 49th who won the highest honor 

in the gift of His Majesty while serving in France. On this occasion both 

were absent being unable to make the trip at this time. 

A rollicking skit mixed with a. little pathos, and drama was put on 

under the direction of Lieut. Alex McDonald and including in the 

cast Jack Jones Lt. Col. Louis Scott, D.C.M., Jack Williams, Louis 

Alexander and others. 
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GROUP OF “B” COMPANY 

OFFICERS, BRUAY 
 

Reading from left to right: Lieuts’.  

A. R. Mercer, W. G. B. Martin, W. W. 

Lowery, Van Patton, Major F. L. Bradburn, 

Capt. Bob Ferris, Lieut. C. F. Lyall. 
 

 

The scene was a forward area billet on 

Christmas Eve. A batman goes to sleep and 

dreams that Santa Claus visits him and grants 

him three wishes as a Christmas present. 

The first is a letter from his wife, the second 

hearing the boys singing as they had done a 

year before at his favorite tavern the Pig and 

Whistle and the third was to be colonel of the 

regiment for a day. What happened when he took command of„ 

the regiment and made the colonel atone for all the grief he handed 

out, was riotously funny. Then the poor fellow woke up to hear 

the colonel was still the colonel. 

Arrangements for the banquet were in the hands of the capable 

committee headed by Earle Hay and including Neville Jones and 

Norman Arnold. 

Copies of the Forty-Niner, the official magazine of the 

organization, edited by Capt. George D. Hunt, were distributed 

and were the recipients, of lavish praise from the men. 

Some of those Present at the Banquet 

Alec. M. McDonald, Tommy Robb, Harry Smith, Louis 

Alexander, Jas. Main, Syd. Parsons, Neil Campbell, David 

Barbour, 33 Graham Blk. Winnipeg, Wm. McLean, P. M. 

Livingstone, Jimmy Dewar H. Boyce, R.R. 2, Edmonton, Dad 

Gilchrist Ring Reid, Notikewin, Alta., J. C. McQuarrie Harry 

Grant  C.N.R. Chipman, Alta., A. Armstrong, Col. A. H. Elliot, 

L. H. Foster, J. D. McMillan, Leonard F. Dawes, Frank Pilkie, 

Vermillion, Alta., Charlie Wampler, C. S. Merritt, Charlie 

Mathison, H. E. Balfour, M. M. O’Brien, Tom Rippen, R.R. 1, 

Coronado, Alta., Vic. Dingley, Jock Smith A. Ferguson, Deville, 

Alta., D. McGarvie, C. Curtis, F. Lunn, Waskatenau, Alta., 

Barney Morrison, T. W. Killips, Fayban, Alta., J. H. Davidson 

Ponoka, Alta., C. H. Bunkum Charley Lilley, Larry Muckleston 

J. W. H. Williams, Hughie Currie, Doc. Purvis, Tommy Coroon, 

2118 18th St. W. Calgary, Alta., J. Knutson, 

J. Morris, H. Jolleff, R.R. 1, Thorsby, Alta., H. Clow, 229-8th 

Ave. N.W. Calgary Alta., Harry Stonehewer, Percy Reilly, M. 

O’Leary, 204 L. So. Boston, Mas., U.S.A., W. K. McDonald, A. 

E. Edwards, Stony Lake, Alta., Tommy Walkeden, Jasper Alta., 

N. E. Cook, H. McLean, Scotty Weir E. O. Anderson, 2412-16A 

St. W. Calgary, Alta., Alan McAuley, 202 McLeod Blk. City, R. 

V. Patterson, Vegreville, Alta., H. J. McDonald, H. O. Palmer, W. 

Wingfield, Andy Black, (at the Prison, but not an inmate, although 

lots of his old pals say he should be’ Fort Saskatchewan, Alta., 

Mose Williams, Geo. Low, Alex. Thompson, Piper at the 

Banquet, J. H. Sandilands, H. O. Sandilands, M. F. H. Browse, 

Geo. Pleau, Suite 5, Afton Apts. Calgary, Alta., Geo P. Irving, 

Geo. Crabb, Chas. Dawson, Geo. Douglas, “Nelly” Nelson, Box 

17 Clyde Alta., Art. Keen, W. Mair, A. G. Parton, Westlock, Alta., 

Fred Guest, P. P. or Pip Pip Muirhead, Jimmie Chorley, Dave 

Keating, F. J. Lee, A. S. Priest, C. A. Russell, Jock Henderson, 

Albert Figg, Geo. Milne, Buffalo Pk. Wainwright, Alta., Bob 

Amos, Ponoka, Alta., Geo. 

Holland, L. C. Satterfield, Coronado, Alta., W. E. Barry, 

Ferorah, Alta., A. Norris, Capt. Jas. McQueen Hanna, Alta., 

Kenny Kinnaird, Geo. Willson, Geo. Brown, Guy Patterson, R. 

Hargreaves, Tom Galliver Major Walter Hale, H. Larmour, R. 

Law, R.R. 3 Edmonton, So., A. G. Rowland, Wetaskiwn, Alta., 

D. A. Fazan, Jas. Laing, P. 0. Box 4089, Edmonton So. Harry 

Clift, A. E. Potter, Frank Porritt, Jarvie, Alta., Jack J. Blewett, C. 

H. Holmes, Andy Grieg, Chris Skov, J. Billingsley, .A. V. Daly, 

H. M. Bergmann, A. L. Smith, Geo. D. Hunt, Col. Louis Scott, 

Col. W. L. Oliver, and others who neglected to hand in their 

names. 

Among the guests from out of the city were: Ring Reed, 

Grimshaw; Frank S. Pilkie, Vermillion; Major James McQueen, 

M.C., Red Deer; A. W. Nelson Clyde; W. Ernest Berry, Fedorah; 

Leo Satterfield, Coronation; Andy Little Ponoka; Frank Lunn, 

Waskatenau; Bill Elliot, Busby; Leon Hitchcock, Beverly; Robert 

St. Arneault, Grand Prairie; Geo. Killips, Falher; Dave Barker, 

Winnipeg and others.
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MAJOR H. E. FLOEN Original Q.M.S., “B” Coy. 

Major H. E. Floen, 57, president of the Edmonton branch of 

the Amputation association and widely known in military circles 

throughout Alberta, died in hospital here on Sunday, May 8th after 

a brief illness. 

He had resided in Edmonton for the past 

35 years and was noted for his interest in 

sports, being a former president of the Ed-

monton Ski club and a devotee of bowling, 

hunting and fishing. 

Born in Norway in 1880, he emigrated to 

Minnesota as a youth of 18 and lived there 

for several years before coming to 

Edmonton in 1902 where he homesteaded in 

the district. He worked on the construction 

of the Canadian N. Rly. with the Hardisty 

Cartage for seven years. In 1914 he enlisted 

here with the 49th and was made quarter- master-sergeant. 

Bombing officer with the 49th when he suffered a wound 

which meant the loss of a leg. After hospitalization with the 

Overseas Military H. Q. in London, England. Was captain and 

adjutant under the command of the late General Sir James 

MacBrien, whose obituary also appears in this issue. 

He was promoted to the rank of captain and was made a major 

with the Edmonton Regiment after the war. 

In the years that followed the armistice, Major Floen played 

an outstanding role in ex-soldiers’ affairs here and also won much 

prominence through his sponsorship of athletics, especially 

skiing. He was a leading figure in the development of ski 

tournaments to the point where they are numbered now among 

Edmonton’s most popular sport spectacles. 

For several years after the war, the major worked successfully 

as an organizer for the Sons of Norway. He formed lodges of that 

brotherhood here and in Grande Prairie, Camrose, Winnipeg, 

Viking and other points. His disability had enforced his virtual 

retirement in recent years. His home was at 9316 120 Ave. 

Major Floen was secretary. of the Amputation association for 

about two years before being elected president. He was a member 

of the Legion of Frontiersmen and the Canadian Legion, and 

formerly was a member of the old Great War Veterans’ 

association here. 

He was prominent in the 49th battalion association and was on 

the strength of the battalion’s reserve regimental depot. He was 

officer in charge of details for Edmonton district in the Legion of 

Frontiersmen. 

Paying a tribute to a world war veteran and a prominent citizen 

of Edmonton for 35 years, over 1,000 people attended the military 

funeral of Major H. E. Floen from First Presbyterian church, 

Wednesday afternoon. 

Members of the 49th battalion with whom Major Floen served 

in France, Legion of Frontiersmen, Amputation association and 

the Canadian Legion, led by the 49th battalion band, marched in 

the long funeral precession to Edmonton cemetery. Members of 

the 49th formed the firing party. Non-commissioned officers of 

the unit were pallbearers. 

Praise of the qualities of the popular soldier was expressed by 

Rev. Canon C. F. A. Clough, padre of the Red Chevrons, in the 

funeral oration. 

Present in the church were many members of organizations 

promoted by Major Floen, including Sons of Norway and 

Edmonton Ski club officials. Ex-servicemen who knew the 

deceased overseas. 

He is survived by his wife; one daughter, Mrs. I. Telmer of 

Edmonton; and two brothers, P. E. Floen of Minnesota, and John 

Floen of Norway. 

ARTHUR G. NAIRN 

The death took place in Vancouver on January 25, 1938 of 

Arthur G. Nairn, No. 781611 formerly of Moose Jaw, who joined 

the 128th battalion and later transferred to and saw considerable 

service with the 49th in France. Since the formation of the 

Vancouver branch of the association Mr. Nairn has been an active 

worker and helped the organization on many of its welfare 

endeavours. Funeral arrangements were in charge of the 

association. The service was held on January 28 from the parlors 

of Centre and Hanna, and was conducted by the association’s 

Padre, Rev. George Biddle. Appropriate music was provided by 

Mrs. J. Bowling. Interment took place in the Soldiers’ plot. The 

following 49ers were pallbearers: G. Waite; C. Waterhouse; J. H. 

Bingley; George McLeod; E. Bingley and G. A. Doty. The large 

attendance at the funeral testified to the esteem in which Mr. Nairn 

was held. The floral tributes were numerous. The usual 49th 

wreath was placed on the grave. 

FREDERICK GEORGE EMERY 

Funeral services for the late Frederick George Emery of 2832 

Shakespeare Street, were held last January at S. J. Curry & Son 

Funeral Home. Rev. N. E. Smith officiated, and the remains were 

laid at rest in Royal Oak Burial Park. There were many beautiful 

floral tributes. The following acted as pallbearers: W. C. Fyfe, A. 

H. Dodd, E. Y. Aiken and J. H. Willcox. Emery, whose number 

was 808583, enlisted in the 137th, April 1916, on joining the 49th 

was posted to 14 platoon, “D” coy., later serving on H.Q. He 

received his discharge March 22, 1919. His old friends will be 

sorry to hear of his passing. The association sympathizes with 

Mrs. Emery in her sad loss. 

  

Major H.E. Floen 
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HENRY BUTTERWORTH COOKE 

The funeral of Mr. Henry Butterworth Cooke of 8537 90 St., who 

passed away Thursday evening May 12, at the age of 48 years, was 

held Saturday afternoon May 14 at 3:30 from St. Luke’s church 

Bonnie Doon, Rev. W. H. Hatfield officiated. Interment took place in 

the Edmonton cemetery. The pallbearers were Messrs: J. Conlin; R. 

Lister; A. Stanners; A. Keen; J. Lambourne; H. Gerrard. Beautiful 

floral tributes were received from his loving family, friends and 

comrades of the Canadian Corps Ass’n; 49th battalion association. 

He leaves to mourn his loss besides his loving wife, one daughter, 

Elizabeth Martha Cooke, and one son, William Henry Cooke; three 

sisters, Miss Hazel, Miss Olive and Miss Gladys Cooke, all of 

England; two brothers William Cooke, Vancouver; and Mansell 

Cooke, England. 

Henry Cooke who enlisted with the 138th Bn. and later served 

overseas with our battalion, succumbed to injuries received when his 

bicycle was involved in a collision with an auto. 

The accident occurred at the intersection of 109 St. and 83 Ave., 

on Saturday May 7. He was knocked unconscious when his head 

struck a street car rail. 

JOHN LINDSAY 

The funeral service of John Lindsay of Vancouver, B. C., No. 

432740 who served with steady “D” coy., who passed away in 

Vancouver, Feb. 25, at the age of 70 years, was held Wednesday 

afternoon at 2:30 o’clock, at Connelly & McKinley funeral home. 

Rev. J. P. Stephens officiated, and interment took place in the 

Soldiers’ plot in the Edmonton cemetery. Buglar E. Spinks sounded 

the Last Post. Pallbearers were: E. R. Evans, R. Clifford, J. Wilson, 

Sid Parsons, S. H. Steele, J. J. Blewett. Many beautiful floral and 

spiritual offerings were received from the loving family, friends and 

49th battalion association and Canadian Legion. He leaves to mourn 

his loss two daughters and three sons, Mrs. W. Ross, Vancouver, 

B.C., Mrs. J. Verriere, Bonnyville, Alta., Wm. Lindsay, Vancouver, 

B. C., John Lindsay Edmonton, James Lindsay Edmonton. The 

deceased was a resident of Edmonton for 25 years previous to making 

his home in Vancouver in 1928. Besides the pallbearers the Forty-

niners present were Pat. Meehan, Doc. Purvis, F. T. Pinnell, G. Butler 

and N. Arnold. 

MR. PERCY WILLIAM MILNER 

Mr. Percy William Milner of Cherhill, Alberta, formerly of 

Lunnford, Alberta who enlisted with the 138 Bn. and later served 

overseas with the 49th, passed away at the family residence Monday, 

May 30, aged 53 years. He leaves to mourn his loss besides his loving 

wife, two daughters, Joan and Joyce; his mother, Mr. A. Miller; one 

sister, Mrs. J. W. Gillis; three brothers, Harold G. Milner of 

Edmonton, Ralph Milner of Vancouver, James Milner, Folkstone, 

England. The funeral services took place Thursday afternoon, June 2, 

at 3:00 p.m. from Andrews’ funeral chapel, corner 112 St. and Jasper. 

Rev. C. Storey officiated. Interment was made in the Soldiers’ plot, 

Edmonton cemetery. Pallbearers were supplied by the Canadian 

Legion, Forty-niners attending were: J. W. H. Williams, Farmer 

Steele, W. K. McDonald, J. J. Blewett and N. Arnold. Floral tributes 

were received from the family, friends and the 49th association. 

 

FRED W. YEO 

Fred W. Yeo, of 104 Mission Road west, painter in Calgary for 

27 years, died in hospital April 23 at the age of 62 years. Five years 

ago, he retired from active work due to illness. He served overseas 

for four years with the 49th Battalion. 

He leaves two sons, Harry and Reginald, both in England. His 

wife died in England several years ago, and his mother in Calgary in 

1934. 

Rev. W. H. Morgan conducted services from the Leyden funeral 

home and burial was in the Field of Honor, Burnsland cemetery. 

ALBERT H. GATZMEIER 

A veteran of the 49th Edmonton Battalion, Albert H. Gatzmeier, 

56 years of age, died last month in the Colonel Belcher Hospital after 

a lengthy illness. Requiem mass was celebrated from St. Mary’s 

Cathedral, Wednesday, June 29, at 9 a.m. Interment took place in the 

Field of Honor plot. 

MRS. SARAH BRANSON 

The funeral of Mrs. Sarah Branson wife of F. Branson who served 

with the battalion, of 10014 109 Street., who passed away in the city 

Tuesday Feb., 18, at the age of 43 years, was held Friday afternoon 

at 2.30 o’clock at Connelly & McKinley’s funeral home. Rev. August 

Kraemer officiated. Entombment took place in the Edmonton 

mausoleum. Mr. and Mrs. Willie Heine rendered a duet. The 

pallbearers were Messrs, J. J. Scurr, Hubert Esch, J. M. Matheson, 

Denzil Lee, J. Balzer and S. G. Easton. Beautiful floral tributes were 

received from Loving Husband, Son and Mother. She leaves to 

mourn her loss besides her loving husband, one son, Herbert; her 

mother, Mrs. E. Cluck; one sister, Mrs. A. Sosentrator. 

MRS. JERUSHA MAGEE 

The funeral service of Mrs. Jerusha Magee, mother of Harry 

Magee, who served with “C” coy, of 9522 102A Ave., who passed 

away Wednesday, Feb. 16 at the age of 62 years was held Saturday 

afternoon at 2 o’clock from Andrews Brothers’ funeral chapel, corner 

of 112 St. and Jasper Ave. Rev. A. E. Black officiated and interment 

took place in the family plot in the Edmonton cemetery. Beautiful 

floral tributes were received from family and friends. She leaves to 

mourn her loss one son, Harry H. Magee, of Edmonton; three sisters, 

Mrs. J. Crandall, of Moncton, N.B., Mrs. B. Wilson of Newcastle, 

N.B., Mrs. S. Sisson in the Eastern States two brothers, Harris and 

Edgar Bishop of Elgin, N.B. 

MRS. OLIVIA HETHERINGTON 

The funeral services of Mrs. Olivia Hetherington, of the McLeod 

block, Edmonton, widow of the late J. R. Hetherington and mother of 

Harry Hetherington, who passed away in a local hospital on January 

9, was held on Wednesday afternoon, Jan 12, at two o’clock at 

Howard & McBride’s chapel. Rev.T. Scragg officiated and interment 

took place in the Edmonton cemetery. The pallbearers were: Messrs. 

W. Templeman, B. Sterne, W. Hunter, C. Matheson, F. H. Steele and 

D. Keating. Beautiful floral tributes were received from family and 

friends. She is survived by two daughters, Mrs. A. P. Barrett and Mrs. 

G. G. Harrison, both of Philadelphia, two sons J. H. Hetherington, of 

Los Angeles and W. G. Hetherington, of Winnipeg, and four 

grandchildren. 
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GENERAL SIR JAMES 
Sir James MacBrien, who came out of retirement in 1931 to 

head the world-famous Royal Canadian Mounted Police, died in 

hospital early Saturday night, March 5th. A distinguished 

Canadian soldier Sir James was 59. 

Shortly before Christmas he underwent an operation in 

Toronto General hospital for an ailment that was not disclosed for 

many weeks his condition was regarded as serious. 

W. A. H. MacBrien, brother of the R. C. M. P. commissioner, 

announced early 

Saturday night that Sir James had 

died quietly. Lady MacBrien, the 

former Evelyn Hartridge of New 

York, was at the bedside. 

Sir James was appointed to com-

mand the R.C.M.P. in 1931. three 

years after retiring on pension as first 

chief of the general staff of the 

department of national defence. He 

was knighted in 1935. 

Funeral services with full military 

honors were held in St. Paul’s 

Anglican church Monday after- 

noon. Following the service, Sir. 

James’ body was taken by a military 

escort to the union station where it 

was placed aboard a train for Ottawa. 

Burial took place in Ottawa Tuesday 

after a service at 2:30 p.m. in Christ 

church, also with full military honors. 

Veteran of the old Royal 

Northwest Mounted police, Sir James 

had a brilliant military career before 

taking over command of the red-

coated police force, reorganizing and 

developing it to high modern efficiency. 

At the time he became head of the R. C. M.P. Sir James held 

the rank of major-general. He served in the South African 

campaign and the great war. At the close of the great war he was 

appointed chief of the general staff overseas for Canadian forces. 

His task was the repatriation of troops. 

While directing operations of the 12th brigade of the fourth 

division through 1917 and 1918, Sir James was twice wounded. 

On his return to Canada in 1920 he succeeded Sir Arthur Currie 

as inspector general. 

Sir James was born June 30, 1878, at Myrtle, Ont., of Irish 

parentage. He is survived by his widow, three sons and three 

daughters. His first wife, Nell Louise Ross, died in 1922. 

Old comrades of Sir James termed his death a national loss. 

Premier King sent a telegram of condolence to Lady MacBrien 

and numerous others paid tribute to the noted soldier. 

Surrounded by all the solemn pageantry with which the nation 

pays tribute in the passing of her distinguished sons, the body of 

Sir James began that journey which ended in a little plot in Beech-

wood cemetery, Ottawa. 

Four major generals equal in rank of the deceased, two 

brigadiers and two lieutenant-colonels were the pallbearers. They 

were Major-General H. M. Cathra-Elliott, Major-General J. H. 

Elmsley, Major-General J. Rennie, Major-General J. A. Gun, 

Brig.-General D. C. Draper, Lieut.-Colonel E. L. Coldwell and 

Lieut.-Colonel S. T. Woods. 

Among the mourners walked Hon. Albert Matthews, 

lieutenant-governor of Ontario, with representatives of the civil 

and military life of the province. 

MRS. W. S. HAMILTON 

The death occurred in a local hospital on Tuesday morning, 

May 17, of Mrs. W. S. Hamilton, wife of Winfield S. Hamilton, 

of 1160 Main Street, N. Moose Jaw, who enlisted in the 128th and 

later serving with the 49th was wounded in June 1917. 

A large number of friends and acquaintances gathered at Zion 

Church on Thursday afternoon at 2 o’clock to pay their last 

respects to Mrs. Hamilton. Prominent in church work she was a 

past president of the Canadian Daughters League, a member of 

the Local Council of Women and of the Ladies’ Auxiliary of the 

Canadian Legion. 

At the funeral service, conducted by Rev. J. W. Pratt, the 

hymns, “Blest Be the Tie That Binds,” and “Abide With Me,” 

were sung, and Don Riome rendered a solo, “Jesus, Saviour, Pilot 

Me”. A brief service was also conducted by the Canadian Daugh-

ters League who formed a guard of honour outside the church at 

the close of the service. 

Interment was in Rosedale cemetery. 

She is survived by her husband; two brothers, Jack 

Hetherington of Edmonton and Herbert Hetherington in British 

Columbia; her father, W. G. Hetherington, Regina; and one sister, 

Mrs. James Wylie, of Vancouver. 

 

 

  

Sir James MacBrien 
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EDITOR INDISPOSED 

All our readers will be grieved to hear that Captain George D. 

Hunt, who for many years has served as editor of this magazine, 

is seriously ill in the University Hospital. George Hunt’s valuable 

service to the “Mag” cannot be overestimated and all hands are 

hopeful that he will be back on the job ultimately. Meanwhile that 

indefatigable man-of-all-work, Norman Arnold, has taken the 

editorial chair, and George E. Gleave has assumed all duties in 

relation to the advertising, so it is safe to say that the jobs will be 

done with neatness and dispatch. 

MISSING, NOW REPORTS TO UNIT 

General Griesbach while in Winnipeg on his way to Ottawa 

last Spring ran across E. D. Allen, who was an original in the 

machine gun section. 

He was twice wounded, gained his commission; rank of 

Captain and O.B.E., later served in North Russia with Major 

Walter Hunter. 

Allen has been living in New York until recently with the 

Trans-Canada Air Lines in Winnipeg. 

Particulars regarding membership in our association have been 

forwarded to this “Wandering Boy”. 

BERMUDA CALLING 

J. Eldon Frith, who lives at Front. St. Hamilton, Bermuda, 

wishes to obtain the following back numbers of the Forty-Niner; 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and.14. Anyone who has all or any and wishes to 

dispose of them at a profit can do so by getting in touch with Frith 

at the above address. 

Eldon thinks the political situation in our fair Province is very 

interesting. He knew the Premier before the war and thought him 

the last person to have sought political honours. 

 

 

 

 

VIMY CELEBRATION 

Twenty one years to the day after their famous triumph at 

Vimy Ridge in 1917, Edmonton "world war veterans fell into 

ranks again Saturday night to honor comrades who were killed in 

the battle and celebrate the anniversary of the crowning victory of 

Canadian troops overseas. 
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