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PROBLEMS OF EMPIRE 
The coronation followed by the Imperial Conference has 

directed our attention to Empire affairs. Three main problems 

confront us and are common to all parts of the Empire. They are 

trade, migration and defence. They are problems because they are 

difficult of solution and because there are as many viewpoints as 

there are component parts of the Empire. 

Take first trade. Every country wants to sell as much as 

possible and is not so keen on buying, for buying means that you 

must reduce your tariffs and permit the other fellows goods to 

come in and that destroys or weakens the home market for local 

produce or manufactures. In 1936 Great Britain bought from us 

$400,000,000 worth of our production but we bought from Great 

Britain only $122,000,000 worth of her production leaving a 

balance in our favour of some $277,000,000. Naturally the British 

producer or manufacturer does not like this large unfavorable 

balance of trade and asks us to buy more from him to maintain a 

reasonable equilibrium. Our position is much the same with other 

parts of the Empire, we sell more to them than we buy from them. 

We have to make up our minds that if we want this trade we have 

got to lower our tariffs and buy more from Great Britain in par-

ticular and the Empire in general if good feeling and unanimity is 

to be maintained. 

At once a diversity of opinion and interest arises between our 

Western agriculture and our Eastern manufacturers. In the West 

we want to sell our produce to Great Britain. In the East they will 

object to the competition of British goods if we lower our tariffs 

and that is the problem. 

In the matter of migration the facts are as follows — Great 

Britain has 44,000,000 of people and is overcrowded. In Canada, 

Australia, New Zealand and South Africa there is great need for 

increased population of British stock. In Canada we need more 

people to help us carry our national and provincial debts, and to 

provide traffic for our railways. It may well be doubted whether 

there is any other solution to our railway problem than more 

people to make more traffic. Then finally another phase is 

developing. Overcrowded nations such as Germany, Italy and 

Japan are becoming very restless when they see these British 

nations sprawling themselves over great and rich areas which they 

do not fully use or develop and they are advancing the notion that 

it is unjust and morally wrong that 

their people should be starving for room to expand and develop 

while we are enjoying these areas which are rich in resources and 

opportunities. Further, it is to be remembered that Germany, Italy 

and Japan are highly industrialized and militarily powerful and 

have adopted the principle that they will use their military forces 

for the amelioration of their conditions as witness Japan in China 

and Italy in Ethiopia and Germany versus Russia. For these 

reasons we cannot longer delay in increasing our populations with 

British stock if possible or with other suitable stock if necessary. 

In Canada the main objections offered to immigration are as 

follows. Labour asks, why bring in more people when we have so 

much unemployment now? Immigration will only make that 

situation worse. Well, will it? There are some pretty good 

arguments that it won’t. The farmer says why bring in more 

people to grow more grain and cattle when we have difficulty in 

selling what we now produce? An answer to this is that if we could 

double our population we could reduce taxes, solve our railway 

problem, build up the home market and generally improve our 

situation and that an increase of population would be a real and 

lasting benefit to us. But there is the problem and it must be solved 

and solved soon. 

In the matter of defence we are moving into a new era. The 

world grows smaller and smaller and world population grows 

larger and larger. Desirable lands become more and more valuable 

and the powerful hungry nations under dictatorships become more 

and more aggressive. The wars of the future will be for the 

possession of the desirable lands. The desirable lands are held by 

ourselves and other democratic nations. The hungry nations are 

headed by dictatorships. One may well suspect that the 

dictatorships have come into existence because of the imminence 

of these struggles — Democracy versus dictatorship. This is the 

next great clash and the hour of that clash approaches. Great 

Britain re-arms for that hour. Canada is one of the prizes in the 

contest. What part will Canada play in the problem of Empire 

defence? This is the third problem of Empire. 

Let us hope that in approaching these questions we take the 

long view in the spirit of give and take. Let us sink the narrow and 

sectional view and always remember that courage, generosity, 

chivalry and pride of race are not only age long factors in national 

development but in the end play the greatest part in the survival 

of the race.
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HISTORY IN OUTLINE OF SISTER REGIMENTS 

 

H.R.H. The Prince of Wales Presents D.C.M to R.S.M. Foy, 

R.C.R.’s., Halifax, June 1919 

Believing that a brief history of the three sister battalions making 

up the seventh brigade would be of interest to our readers a request 

was made to each of the other units to furnish the material for 

publication in this issue. All three regiments complied. In the case of 

the 42nd Royal Highlanders of Canada the story is particularly brief, 

due to the absence from Montreal of Colonel Royal Ewing. 

THE ROYAL CANADIAN REGIMENT 

Following the surrender of Quebec and Montreal in 1759 and 

1760 British troops garrisoned all important points in Canada. There 

was, of course, a Canadian Militia which took various forms but it 

cannot be said, in those early days, that it was very numerous, well 

trained or equipped. No doubt the presence of British troops in 

Canada seemed to obviate the necessity of doing very much in a 

military way. 

In the eighteen-fifties and sixties (save for the period of the 

American Civil War) the British Government began a policy of 

concentration of forces and reducing its overseas garrisons, so that by 

the end of this period British Garrisons were fairly well withdrawn 

from central Canada. By 1890 only Halifax and Esquimalt had British 

Garrisons. By 1906 British Military and Naval establishments had 

disappeared from Canada. 

In 1871 Canada began her present Permanent Force organization 

by the establishment of two batteries of artillery, one at Kingston and 

the other at Quebec. These batteries were really schools of instruction 

which gave courses in all arms to Officers and N. C. O’s of the active 

militia. In 1873 the R. C. M. Police was formed and shortly after the 

Royal Military College at Kingston opened its doors. 

In 1883 three infantry schools or companies were authorized, each 

of one hundred all ranks. These companies were located at 

Fredrickton, New Brunswick, Quebec and Toronto. The story of 

these companies is the history of the Royal Canadian Regiment, for 

out of these companies the regiment grew. The task of these 

companies was first to make themselves efficient and then to give 

instruction to the non-permanent Militia. Through the medium of 

these schools all training for infantry in Canada had its beginning 

until the Great War came upon us. It should not be forgotten that 

infantry training was also given by Lord Strathcona’s Horse for the 

infantry in Saskatchewan and Alberta. 

In the North West Rebellion of 1885 parts of the Infantry School 

Corps as it was then called served their first active service. In 1892 

the three scattered companies were authorized as a regiment and with 

an additional company were called the “Non-Canadian Regiment of 

Infantry”. In 1893 the prefix “Royal” was added to the title and the 

fourth company was established. In 1894 the four companies were 

brought from their several stations to Camp Levis in Quebec for six 

weeks battalion training. In 1898 the regiment supplied three officers 

and 130 men for the Yukon Field Force who remained in that country 

until June 1900. 

On October 9th, 1899 the South African War broke out. The 

Government decided to ‘dispatch a battalion of Infantry to the front 

to be known as 2nd (Special Service) Battalion, Royal Canadian 

Regiment) with eight companies of 125 all ranks drawn from all over 

Canada except Saskatchewan and Alberta (the militia system not 

having been as yet extended to these parts of Canada). This battalion 

was commanded by Lt. Colonel W. D. Otter, R. C. R. and the 

battalion was stiffened by officers N. C. O’s and men of the 1st 

Battalion. On October 30th, 1899 the battalion embarked at Quebec 

on board the S. S. Sardinian 1061 strong. The Sardinian arrived at 

Cape Town, November 30th and on December 1st moved up country 

by railway. On January 1st, a part of the regiment came under fire 

and behaved well, Paardeberg followed in which the battalion 

distinguished itself. Thereafter the story is one of marches, bivouacs 

and battles. Enteric fever took many more men off than did battle 

casualties — one of the features of this war. As the enlistment had 

been for one year only the men were due for discharge on October 

1900. One sees here the probable origin of that conveniently vague 

term “For the duration” which characterized the enlistment forms of 

the late war. On September 26th, 1900 sixteen officers and four 

hundred and thirty other ranks set out for Canada and twelve officers 

and two hundred and fifty other ranks stayed on. One fancies that 

these were the permanently enlisted men of the 1st Battalion. 

However, these latter sailed for England and Canada on October 31st 

1900. 

In March 1900, the 3rd (Special Service) Battalion Royal 

Canadian Regiment was formed to take over Garrison duty at Halifax 

from a Battalion of the Leinster Regiment (Imperials). After two and 

a half years’ service this battalion was disbanded. In 1908 it is 

interesting to note that the strength of the Regiment (in one battalion) 

was 930 all ranks of which 600 were in garrison at Halifax. 

The Great War broke out in August 1914. The regiment was first 

sent to Bermuda, relieving a British battalion there. In 1915 the 

Regiment arrived at Shorncliffe Camp sometime in June or July and 

dossed down next door to us. The 42nd R.H.C. 
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“THE P.P.C.L.l. DEFENCE OF SANCTUARY WOOD, 1916” 

 
This reproduction of an etching highly prized by “The Patricia’s” headquarters was done by Kenneth K. Forbes who took part in the 

memorable battle. 
 

were not far away thus it came about that three of the battalions of 

the 7th Brigade to be, were near neighbours in those days. The 

regiment moved to France with us in October 1915 and were mucked 

about much as we were, until in February, the 7th Brigade was formed 

under Brigadier General A. C. Macdonell (later Lieutenant General 

Sir Archibald). The four battalions in the brigade were the Royal 

Canadian Regiment, Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry, the 

42nd Royal Highlanders of Canada and (ourselves) the 49th Battalion 

(Edmonton Regiment). From then on the story of the Royal Canadian 

Regiment is pretty much our own story. 

From the fore-going sketch it will be seen that the regiment has 

played a prominent part in the Military History of Canada. Less 

spectacular but probably more useful work has been done in training 

officers and N.C.O’s for the Non-permanent militia since 1883 until 

now; although since the war they have been getting some help from 

our other old team mates, the P.P.C.L.I. who are, as everybody 

knows, the other permanent force regiment of Infantry. Up to the time 

of the Great War every infantry officer and N.C.O. in Canada was 

trained and qualified by the R.C.R. and if the Canadian Infantry in 

the war did great things, credit must be given to a long line of patient 

and humble souls who without reward or much encouragement did a 

big job of work in shipshape fashion in those now far off days. 

 

Battle Honours 

North West Canada Vimy 1917 

Saskatchewan   Hill 70 

South Africa 1899-1900  Ypres 1917 

Paardeberg  Paschendaele 

Mount Sorrel  Amiens 

Somme 1910  Hindenburg Line 

Ancre Heights  Pursuit to Mons 

 

PRINCESS PATRICIA’S CANADIAN LIGHT INF. 

“The Patricia’s” 

Just prior to the declaration of war in August 1914, Mr. A. 

Hamilton-Gault, of Montreal, offered to raise and equip a regiment 

of ex-service men if war was declared. 

The offer was accepted by the War Office and almost immediately 

men from all over the Dominion rushed to Ottawa to enlist. 

Lt.-Col. F. D. Farquhar, D.S.O., Military Secretary to H.R.H. The 

Duke of Connaught, was appointed as the first Commanding Officer, 

with Major A. Hamilton-Gault as second-in-command. 

Princess Patricia of Connaught consented that the Regiment 

should bear her name, and on August 23, 1914, presented to the 

Regiment a Colour she herself had designed and worked. This Colour 
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became famous as the only one carried into action by a British unit 

during the Great War. On November 16, 1914, the Patricia’s moved 

to Morn Hill, Winchester, England, as part of the 80th Brigade of the 

27th Division. The Brigade was composed of 4th Battalion, The Rifle 

Brigade, 3rd and 4th. Battalions, The King’s Royal Rifle Corps, 2nd 

Battalion King’s Shropshire Light Infantry and P.P.C.L.I. 

The Brigade arrived in France on the 21st of December 1914. 

They were engaged in digging trenches near Blaringhem on 

Christmas Eve. 

Their first trenches were at Vierstraat near Dickebushe which 

were taken over from the 53rd French Regiment on the night of 6-7 

January 1915. 

During the Second Battle of Ypres, on May 8, 1915, at 

Bellewaarde Ridge, they withstood heavy attacks and only 150 

remained of the Regiment when the battle was over. 

In November 1915, the Patricia’s joined the Canadian Corps, and 

formed part of the “Fighting Seventh Brigade”. The 7th Brigade was 

composed of the 42nd battalion, 49th battalion, The R. C. R., and 

P.P.C.L.I. 

In June 1916, at the Battle of Mount Sorrel, the Patricia’s suffered 

more than 400 casualties. They took part in the fighting on the 

Somme and afterwards Vimy Ridge, and at Passchendaele they won 

two Victoria Crosses. 

During the Battle of Amiens the Regiment carried its Colour 

forward in open warfare, and at the Battle of the Scarpe they 

distinguished themselves by capturing Pelves with only 70 men. 

They took part in the attack of the Canal du Nord and the 

smashing of the Hindenburg Line. 

On the morning of November 11, 1918, the P.P.C.L.I. marched 

into Mons with the Regimental Colour at its head and stood to 

attention while from the belfry of the cathedral in Mons the bells 

chimed “O Canada”. On the return to Canada of the Regiment, it was 

re-organized as a unit of the Permanent Military Forces of the 

Dominion. 

 
During the period 1914 to 1919 the Regiment earned the following 

decorations: 
Victoria Cross      3 

Distinguished Service Order    9 and 2 bars. 

Military Cross    48 and 9 bars. 
Member Victorian Order     1 

Distinguished Conduct Medal 39 

Military Medal                     146 and 5 bars. 
Meritorious Service Medal   11 

Foreign decorations,   

Mentioned in dispatches, etc.  89 

 

During the period 1914 to 1919, 229 officers and 4857 W.O.’s 

and N.C.O.’s and men were on the strength of the regiment, and 

casualties in the field show a total of over 80 per cent. Of these 62 

officers and 1210 other ranks were killed and one officer and 22 other 

ranks died of sickness. 

Another unique feature of the Patricia’s was that they had a pipe 

band. Amongst the early arrivals in August 1914, was the Edmonton 

pipe band, who announced to Colonel Farquhar, when he encountered 

them one morning at the Ottawa railway station, they had come to 

play the regiment to France and back again. They were under a gallant 

old Highlander, Pipe Major J. Colville, and wore full Highland kit 

and the Hunting Stewart tartan given to them, with their pipes, by the 

St. Andrew’s Society of Edmonton. 

This accounts for the high regard still held by members of the 

Regiment for the “pipes”. 

Following is the list of battle honors: 

Ypres, 1915-’17; Frezenberg; Mount Sorrel; Flers-Courcelette; 

Vimy, 1917; Passchendaele; Amiens; Scarpe; Pursuit to Mons; 

France and Flanders, 1914 - 1918. 
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ANNUAL CHURCH PARADE IN MONTREAL, BLACK WATCH (ROYAL HIGHLANDERS) OF CANADA 

 
 

HISTORY IN BRIEF OF THE 42nd CANADIAN 

INFANTRY BATTALION, C.E.F. 

Number and Official Name of Battalion—42nd Can. Inf. Bn. 

(Royal Highlanders of Canada). 

Nickname — “Forty Twa”. 

Date Battalion Authorized - November 7th, 1914 Privy 

Council Order 2831, Published in General Order 68 dated 1-7-15. 

Recruiting Area — Montreal. 

Commanding Officers — Lt. Col. Geo. S. Cantlie, D.S.O., 

Authorized to Dec. 14th, 1916.; Major S. C. Norsworthy, D.S.O., 

M.C. Jan. 2, 1917 to Apr. 6, 1917; Lt. Col. Bartlett McLennan, 

D.S.O., Apr. 6, 1917 until Killed in Action Aug. 3, 1918; Lt. Col. 

R. L. H. Ewing, D.S.O., M.C., Aug. 3, 1918 to Demobilization. 

Training Camps in Canada—Fletcher’s Field (Mount Royal 

Park) and Champ de Mars, etc. 

Sailed Overseas from Montreal, June 10th, 1915. Steamship, 

SS “Hesperian”. 

Training Camps in England, St. Martin’s Plain, Shornecliffe. 

Landed in France, October 9th, 1915. 

Seaport, Boulogne. 

Brigade and Division, 7th Brigade, 3rd Canadian Division. . 

Billeted in Belgium after Armistice, City of Mons. 

Left France for England, Feb. 2nd to 7th, 1919. 

 

Left England, March 1st, 1919. Seaport Liverpool. R. M. S. 

“Adriatic”. 

Arrived in Canada, Halifax March 9th, 1919. 

Place of Demobilization, Montreal. Temporary Barracks, Old 

High School, Peel Street, Mar 11th 1919. 

Total of all ranks to pass through the battalion, 4277. 

Killed, died of wounds and diseases, missing, Officers and 

other ranks, 872. 

Wounded, Officers and other ranks, 2333. 

Special distinctions, Private T. Dinesen V C October 26th, 

1918. 

Battle Honours: Mount Sorrel; Somme 1916; Flers-

Courcelette; Arras 1917-18; Vimy 1917; Ypres 1917; 

Passchendaele; Amiens; Canal du Nord Pursuit to Mons. 

Perpetuating Unit, 2nd Bn., Royal Highlanders of Canada, 

now called The Black Watch, Royal Highland Regiment. 

It is interesting to note that all four battalions of the Seventh 

Brigade are perpetuated in the post war forces of Canada, the R. 

C. R’s and P.P.C.L.I’ s in the permanent force and 42nd and 49th. 

battalions in the militia. This is a distinct honor to the “Silver 

Seventh”. 

The brigade soon attracted notice after formation. The fact it 

embraced one “regular” battalion,

 

The Regiment on the march to the Church of St. Andrew and 

St. Paul.— (Left to right) : Major Alex. Knox, Adjutant; Lieut.-Col. 

W. S. M. McTier, officer commanding; Col. Sir Montague Allan, 

honorary colonel; Sergt.-Major Peter Mein; Capt. J. B. Weir, 

Lieut.-Col. Andrew Fleming. Lieut.-Col. George S. Cantlie, Lieut. 

M. H. Hutchinson and the No. 1 company of the 1st battalion. 
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the R. C. R’s and another the P.P.C.L.I.’s, which had drawn Empire 

if not worldwide notice, was sufficient in itself to make it stand out. 

But with all the modesty in the world it may be said the other two, 

the 42nd and the 49th, were quite equal to the strain of holding up 

their end, and soon built up a reputation which made them full blood 

brothers to the more mature right wing of the brigade. 

The following information regarding formation of the Seventh 

Brigade and 3rd Division is taken from the Regimental History of the 

Royal Canadian Regiment: “On December 14th 1915, while the regi-

ment was at La Clytte, orders had announced the formation of the 

Canadian Corps Troops Infantry Brigade under the command of 

Lieut. Colonel A. H. Macdonell. This brigade, charged with the 

defence of Kemmel Hill in the event of attack, was composed of The 

Royal Canadian Regiment (Major E. K. Eaton): Princess Patricia’s 

Canadian Light Infantry (Lt. Col. H. C. Buller, D.S.O.), The 42nd 

Battalion C.E.F. Royal Highlanders of Canada (Lt. Col. G. F. Cantlie) 

and the 49th Battalion, C.E.F., Edmonton Regiment (Lt. Col. W. A. 

Griesbach). 

After two days of official, though somewhat nebulous existence, 

the Canadian Corps Infantry Brigade was dissolved, but on December 

20th it was announced the battalions of the brigade would reunite to 

compose the 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade, under the command of 

Brig. Gen. A. C. Macdonell, D.S.O., former commanding officer of 

the Lord Strathcona’s Horse. Two days later the 7th Brigade came 

officially into existence as the senior brigade of the 3rd Canadian 

Division then being formed in the field under the command of Major 

General M. S. Mercer (killed on June 7th, 1916 at Ypres). When 

completed early in 1916 the 3rd Division included the following 

infantry units; 7th Brigade (Brig. Gen. A. C. McDonell, D.S.O.) com-

prising the Royal Canadian Regiment; Princess Patricia’s Canadian 

Light Infantry; The 42nd Battalion Royal Highlanders of Canada and 

the 49th Battalion Edmonton Regiment. 8th Brigade (Brig. Gen. V. 

V.A.S. Williams) comprising the 1st, 2nd, 4th and 5th Battalions, 

Canadian Mounted Rifles. 9th Brigade (Brig. Gen. F. W. Hill) 

comprising the 43rd, 52nd and 60th Canadian Infantry Battalions. 

Brig. Generals and Div. Generals in order of appointment: 7th 

Brigade Brig. Gen. A. C. Macdonell, D. S.O., Brig. Gen. H. M. Dyer, 

D.S.O., Brig. Gen. G. A. Clark, D.S.O., Major General M.S. Mercer; 

Major General L. G. Lipsett, Major General F. O. W. Loomis. 

The history in brief of the 49th Battalion (Edmonton Regiment) 

C.E.F., was published in the July issue of the Magazine. 

 

SANCTUARY WOOD JUNE 1916 

Frequent references have been made in these columns of the 

insertion in the Edmonton Bulletin by the 49th battalion (Edmonton 

Regiment) Association, of memorial notices which serve to keep 

green in the memory of the members of the 49th and the public 

generally the battles in which the battalion lost heavily. These 

memorial notices have been published continuously since the war. 

The following is a copy of the notice appearing in respect of the 

Sanctuary Wood action, June 1916: 

In ever living memory of the officers non-commissioned 

officers and men of the 49th Battalion (Edmonton Regiment) who 

were killed in action or died of wounds received at Sanctuary 

Wood in Belgium on the second and third days of June 1916. 

“They gave us peace by their warfare and life by their death”. 

Inserted by the 49th Battalion (Edmonton Regiment) Association. 

WHO KNOWS OF THIS CASUALTY? 

Mrs. Helen Forbes Walker, sister of Private Arthur Forbes, No. 

13372, whose original unit was the 13th C.M.R’s, and who joined the 

49th in September 1916 being posted to “B” coy., has written for 

information concerning her brother who was reported to have died of 

wounds after being hit in the shoulder and hip in the attack on 

Passchendaele. The official information concerning this casualty is 

very meagre and the man’s parents would appreciate it greatly if they 

could obtain some details concerning their son’s death in action. 

There may be some surviving member of the battalion who knew 

Forbes and who was there with him or knew of him and his wounding 

and subsequent death. If there is such survivor if they will either 

communicate with Mrs. Helen Forbes Walker, 234 West 47th Place, 

Los Angeles, Calif, or with Norman Arnold, corresponding secretary, 

it will be much appreciated. 

VIMY CELEBRATIONS 

Hailed by ex-service men as the largest Vimy Ridge gathering 

ever held in Edmonton, the Canadian Legion dinner marking the 

twentieth anniversary of the historic event was held in the Memorial 

Hall, Friday, April 9th and was attended by, approximately five 

hundred men. His Honor, Lieut. Governor J. C. Bowen, himself a war 

veteran, was an honored guest as was Mayor J. A. Clarke. Colonel C. 

V. Stockwell, Calgary, officer commanding M.D. No. 13 was present 

and was roundly cheered when he was introduced by Lieut. Col. E. 

Brown, M. M. Louis Alexander, a former 49er was among the soloists 

who contributed to the evenings gayety. The work of Matt Gibbons 

and his band won general commendation. Lieut. George E. Gleave, 

M.M., said grace at the dinner. At two centre tables were rep-

resentatives of the Legion of Frontiersmen headed by Lt. Louis Scott, 

D. C. M. 

The Canadian Corps marked the event by a parade three hundred 

strong in charge of Capt. H. A. Dyde, President of the Association. 

Following the parade, the members were entertained at the Capital 

Theatre where the gallery was reserved for the members and their 

wives. The troops saw a preview of “May Time” after the show 

“Wings of the Morning”. 
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THE ACTION AT HILL 70 —Commotion Trench 

49th Canadian Battn. 

Edmonton Regt. 

Operation Order No. 119. 

A. Information 

1. On the night 3-4 Sept, the 52nd Can. Battn. 9th Can. Inf. Bde. 

will raid the enemy trenches as follows. 

(a) NABOB ALLEY N8.d 45. 85 to N9. C. 12. 88 

(b) NUNS ALLEY N8, b 55. 50 to N9. C. 12 88 

(c) CINNABAR TRENCH N9. cO1. 92 to N8 d 61. 81 

2. The operation will last for 50 minutes, that is.to say at zero 

plus 50 minutes all troops will be behind a new line of advance 

posts which will be established approx, at N8 d 15. 45, in NABOB 

ALLEY at N8 d. 61. 85, in NUNS ALLEY at N8 b. 75. 35. 

3. ARTILLERY. The rolling barrage to cover assaulting troops will 

be as follows: — 

(a) “A” barrage-60-02 minutes on a line 50 yards west of 

Cinnibar Trench. “B” barrage-02-04 minutes on CINNIBAR 

TRENCH. 

“C” barrage-04-onwards on a line approx. 170 yards east of 

CINNIBAR Trench. 

(b) “A” barrage will be at intense rate of fire. 

“B” barrage from 04 to 08 will be rapid. 

“B” barrage will be at intense rate of fire. 

“C” barrage from 04 to 08 will be rapid-from 08-15 normal-from 

15-35 slow-from 35-40 normal-40-50 very slow. 

4. IMITATION GAS. “B” Special Coy. R.E. will have 20 projectors 

installed at N7 d. 5.5 sighted at points along the line N8 d 4.1. to 

N9 d 7.9. 

Drums containing a smoke mixture will be fired from these with 

the object of producing a smoke cloud resembling a gas discharge. 

To increase the deception a quantity of black powder charges will 

be fired from the emplacement positions to create the impression 

of a projector discharge on a large scale. 

The dummy discharge will take place at zero minus three minutes. 

B. Simultaneously with the above operation the 49th Can. Bn. will 

raid and destroy the enemy’s block in COMMOTION Trench at 

approx. N8 b. 8.9. “D” Coy of 49th Can. Bn. will provide a party 

consisting of 1 Officer and not exceeding 12 OR’s for the purpose 

of raiding and destroying enemy’s block. 

C. Zero hour will be 12:30 A.M. September 4th. Any variation from 

this time will be notified by wire stating variation at zero plus or 

minus minutes. 

D. The Left Group 2nd Can. Div’l Artillery will put down a standing 

barrage from N9.a. 8.0 to N3. c. 2.0 to N3. c.J.2. to N3. c. 1.4. 

The timing and rate of the barrage will be similar to one given 

above in para (1) sub para. (3) section (b). 

E. Brigade time will be sent out by runner at 6 P.M. September 3rd. 

F. Acknowledge. 

Copies to 

7th. C.I.B. 

9th C.I.B. 

52nd Can. Bn. 7th. M.G. Coy. 7th T.M.B. 

A. Coy. 

B. Coy. 

C. Coy. 

D. Coy. 

Signed. H. G. Nolan 

Lt. 

A/Adgt 49th Can. Bn. Issued by runner 

11 A.M. Sept. 3/17. 

Major Chattel’s Record 

As far as my recollection carries, the 7th Can. Inf. Bdge., made 

only the one trip in this particular trench line, relieving units of 

the 1st Can. Inf. Bde. on the night August 31st, Sept. 1st. 

The 49th relieved the P.P.C.L.I. in the front line on the night 

August 31st Sept 1st, —a line apparently being held on a two-

battalion front, with two battalions of the brigade in support. The 

9th Can. Inf. Bde. were on the battalion’s right flank and the 52nd 

battalion of that brigade were on the immediate right of D 

company 49th battalion. 

The 52nd battalion were detailed for a raid upon the enemy’s 

trench system, largely with a view to straightening the line at that 

point and also with a view to securing prisoners and confirming 

intelligence reports of the enemy’s units. In order to support the 

raid of the 52nd battalion it was necessary for D company to detail 

a raiding party also, to destroy a block in the enemy’s trenches. 

This operation was to take place at 12:30 A.M. on the night 

September 4th and I believe, successfully accomplished. The 

remaining companies of the battalion held the trench line and were 

subject to considerable shelling — retaliation to the raid opera-

tions on the right. The rear areas were also shelled, resulting in the 

acting quartermaster Lt. Carman being seriously wounded, 

subsequently losing a leg by amputation, in the early morning of 

August 23rd, about 3:00 a.m. Major Boyle, M.C. commanding A 

company was killed. It appeared that a salvo of shells from an 18-

inch field battery had landed in the trench close to A Company 

headquarters and Major Boyle ran up the steps to find out whether 

the sentry on duty was all right. A second salvo made a direct hit 

on the trench instantly killing Major Boyle. Capt. O. C. Arkless 

took over command of the Company and the battalion was 

relieved the same night without much further trouble. The loss of 

two such popular officers and particularly the death of Major 

Boyle, was a severe shock to the battalion. 

I am not absolutely certain that it was on this trip that Major 

Boyle was killed, but no doubt you can confirm this from the 

records. While I was still Adjutant of the battalion at this time, I 

was acting second in command, Capt. H. G. Nolan being the 

acting Adjutant. I was detailed to go on leave immediately after 

the relief of the battalion and believe we did not again make a trip 
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 into that particular front line, but shortly after commenced the trek 

to Passchendale. If your recollection is that on our march to this 

particular area, we were met on the road by Dr. Tory, late of the 

University of Alberta, I feel sure that it was on this lone operation in 

this area that Major Boyle was killed. 

—A. P. CHATTELL. 
 

“Jock” Henderson’s Recollections 
September 3-4 1917. 

After a lapse of so many years, many of the minor details of this trip 

may have slipped my memory, but one of the most vivid of my 

recollections is the display of fireworks put on by Fritz at that time. I 

don’t know whether it was because he was “windy” or whether he 

just wanted to throw a little light on the situation, but he certainly had 

an unlimited supply of red, green, blue, pink and yellow flares, 

together with numerous other kinds of light, which may have meant 

something to those behind him, but which were only a pain in the 

neck to us. If I remember rightly “D” Coy had been billeted in the 

cellars of Cite St. Pierre for about four days prior to going up the line, 

four days spent mostly in digging emergency exits for the cellars, 

which were badly battered in, and which had only a rabbit hole for an 

entrance. “D” Coy at this time was composed mostly of men from the 

138, 194 and 202 Battalions, most of the “Old Timers”, having by 

this time acquired either a pair of wings or a “bomproof”. Going into 

the line we were subjected to severe shelling, mostly “whizz-bangs”, 

and at one place—another Cite Saint—something or other, we ran 

into a barrage of gas shells. It was always in my thoughts that the 

more Holy the name of the place was, the more Hell there seemed to 

be lurking around the corner. The communication trenches were 

evidently an easy target for Fritz, for he kept plastering them, here, 

there, and everywhere, with the result that several of our number 

never completed the journey. The front-line trench was almost as 

wide as Jasper Ave. and afforded very little, if any protection for the 

troops. “D” Coy held the right of the battalion front and hooked up 

with the 52nd battalion. Almost at the extreme right of the company 

front there was a communication trench running up into the German 

line. About a hundred yards, or so forward, this trench had been 

blocked, and a bombing post established. The Germans had 

performed a similar operation on his end of this communication 

trench and the two posts were within easy bombing distance. This 

“sap”, or as it was officially called, Commotion Trench, was well 

named, and all Fritz’s trench mortars seemed to be concentrated on 

it, the only part that he seemed unable to hit was the actual post at the 

head. This was the part of the line allocated to 16 platoon and right 

from the go in, things got pretty lively. Shortly after we arrived in the 

front line, and before we had got rightly settled, L/Cpl. McDougall 

was killed, and Cpl. Billey Stene was wounded. Light Artillery, 

trench mortars, and machine guns were working overtime and the 

following night Sgt. Bill Elliott and several others whose names I do 

not recall, were wounded. On the third night, Sept. 3-4 the 52nd Btn. 

on our right were pulling off a raid under cover of a smoke barrage, 

and in conjunction with this, “D” Coy were ordered to raid and 

destroy the enemy post, in front of ours. The raiding party consisted 

of Lt. Bishopbric, Sgt. Wells and about six others, - I believe the 

orders called for a party of 14 all told, but if this number had gone on 

the raid, there would have been hardly anyone left to hold the line. 

Our artillery was hitting on all six, and at zero hour when the smoke 

was thickest, off went the raiding party from the post. The enemy post 

was found unoccupied, and in a few minutes the process of 

remodeling was completed. As it was really only a hop, step and a 

jump between the two posts, it was only a matter of minutes before 

all were back again. After the raid, Capt. Hale, Sgt. Wells and myself 

started to wire our post in preparation for a counter attack, but I think 

we only got about three stakes and one strand of wire up, when Dan 

Wells got hit by a machine gun bullet. Fritz had evidently recovered 

from the “gas” attack and was literally sweeping No Man’s Land with 

machine gun fire. We managed to get Dan back to the post, but he 

had been mortally wounded, and died shortly afterwards. I should 

have mentioned that a machine gun crew (I believe it was 13 platoon 

gun, with makeshift crew) had been brought into the Sap to cover the 

raiding party but just at the commencement of hostilities, Fritz made 

almost a direct hit with one of his deadly trench mortars. The number 

one — Rice, was killed, Saunders was seriously wounded, and the 

other members of the crew were all put out of action, with the 

exception of Bill Wingfield who had a miraculous escape. Artillery 

and machine gun fire continued all through the night, and in the 

morning it was decided to bring 13 platoon, who by the way, had had 

a rather “cushy” assignment, over into the Sap and take what was left 

of 16 back to the front line where 13 had been. It was just immediately 

after making this switch over, while dishing out the morning mail, 

rations, etc., that the writer got “his” a “Sausage” landing somewhere 

in our vicinity, killing L/c Davies, and writing finis to the Active 
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Service of yours truly. I learned later that Albert Fowlie and his 

D ______ Stokes Gun were in behind us, so there is no doubt as to 

who Fritz was gunning for. About what happened after this I have 

only the haziest recollection, I could hear Sandy Girvan and then 

Bobby Dean seemingly away in the distance and then Ed Hellor 

picked me up and I can dimly remember being carried out down the 

same communication trench we had used when coming in, and it was 

still being shelled. 

(The battalions’ casualties are not available at this time but “D” 

companies were about 6 killed and the usual ratio wounded). 

Norman Arnold’s Story of the Show 

The battalion was detailed to relieve the P.P.C.L.I. who had 

previously relieved a battalion of the 2nd Div. after their attack on 

Cites around Hill 70. Some considerable portion of the enemy’s 

trenches had been gained and consolidated by the 2nd 

 

 

Division. The local retaliation was still in progress when the 3rd 

Division relieved the 2nd in this area. 

The battalion was subjected to some gas shelling while going in 

to this relief which was not sufficient to seriously delay. Considerable 

shelling with whizz bangs was also indulged in by the enemy and the 

communication trenches were under very accurate fire while the 

companies were proceeding to the front line. It was evident they were 

either on to the relief or were nervous expecting a local attack for the 

purpose of straightening the line, which attack did not take place until 

two or three days later on in this tour. 

The battalion ration dump was heavily shelled while the ration 

parties were receiving and distributing the companies rations. “Dad” 

Carman, Lieut and Quartermaster, was seriously wounded here, and 

a number of animals killed and wounded. Capt. Travers, later killed 

at Passchendaele, came into the communication trench and reported 

this to Major F. Winser as his company was passing by in the trench. 

The casualties were fairly numerous the first night as the trenches 

had not been reversed since capture and were very wide from the 

effects of shelling and in consequence protection was very poor. 

Orders were issued to build sandbag barricades behind each sentry 

post, which materially reduced the casualties once this was effected. 

The shelling with field pieces was severe and the Germans must 

have had these very close up in the forward area, as the whizz bangs 

were literally clipping the trench top even when the supports were 

being bombarded which was frequently the case. 

Shelling of the trenches by his heavies was not so severe this tour, 

considering it was immediately following a major attack, possibly 

owing to the enemy having moved his heavier pieces back in ex-

pectation of further attacks. But he seemed to have his lighter artillery 

very close up to what was usually the case. Whether this was done to 

concentrate on any attack our forces might make or to more readily 

assist his own counter attacks was not known. 

On the right of “D” company’s front was a communication trench 

which led towards the German’s new front line and which was 

blocked off at our end. It was from here our raiding party left and 

returned. He having also blocked off the end leading from his front 

line, further out in No Man’s Land. It was owing to this thorn in his 

side, so to speak, the right half company’s casualties were most 

severe, especially the right platoon’s No. 16. 

It is queer how the luck of the thing went: This platoon was moved 

over to the left the last day of the trip to ease their position, but the 

platoon which relieved them didn’t have a casualty after the 

changeover, while No. 16 had a trench mortar land in their trench, 

killed one man and an N.C.O. Cpl. Davies, I believe, and wounded 

Cpl. “Jock” Henderson, these two being the last remaining N. C. O’s 

of the platoon, Sgt. Wells having been killed just after the raid was 

concluded, Sgt. Bill Elliott was wounded the same night. 

We were relieved by a company of the 1st battalion that night, and 

no further casualties were incurred in the relief or return to billets. 

The No. 1 gunner of the company of the 1st Bn. who came to look 

over the M. G. Posts, was J. Arnold brother of C.S.M. N. Arnold of 

“D” company. He and his gun crew were partially buried by shell fire 

during the course of their trip in. 

—N. ARNOLD,
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MAJOR ARTHURS, M.C. 
Major “Ronnie” Arthurs, vice president of the Association, one of 

the best known of the original members of the 49th, enlisted January 

4th, 1915. He was the first sergeant major of “A” and what a sergeant 

major, not even Colonel Louis Scott had anything on him for 

soldiering. His quality as a front-line fighting man was early proved. 

Many of the surviving members of the 

originals will remember the raid put on by 

the Germans on May 1st, 1916 in the Loop 

just immediately in front of Warrington 

Avenue and Charing Cross. Major Arthurs 

“konked” over the head with the butt of his 

revolver and took prisoner the German 

officer leading the raid. This was only one 

instance where he distinguished himself. 

Major Arthurs saw a variety of service. 

After convalescence when he was first 

wounded, June 3rd, he was sent to take the 

course at the Canadian Training School at 

Bexhill. Later on, he became company 

commander of the Boys’ Battalion and 

were they smart when he got through with 

them! He was appointed company commander of the N.C.O.’s 

company at C.T.S. and had an outstanding success in the job. A large 

percentage of the men who came under his tutelage returned to 

Bexhill to take the officers’ training course. The N.C. O’s company 

was then turned into a cadet company. This company cleaned up the 

large majority of the school cups for work and sports. It was Major 

Arthurs who put through most of the 49th N.C.O.’s who went up for 

commissions. Major Arthurs declares the Canadian Training School 

was one of the smartest schools he has ever seen and would favorably 

compare with the Guards’ Brigade. There is no doubt in Major 

Arthur’s mind that the record of the school earned Brigadier General 

Chritchley the command of the Royal Airforce school at Hastings.  

Major Arthurs is in the department of the Provincial Secretary at 

Edmonton. He has three children, two girls and a boy. 

42 THOUSAND UNEMPLOYED VETERANS 

According to Robert MacNichol, Vancouver, head of the Veterans’ 

Assistance Commission, there are 42,087 unemployed ex-service 

men registered with the Commission. The Commission already has 

recommended several experimental projects for the rehabilitation of 

the men. 

MAJOR GENERAL HUGHES DEAD 

Major General Garnet Hughes, son of Sir Sam Hughes, Canadian 

Minister of Defence during the war, died at Toronto in April. General 

Hughes served in France from 1914 to 1918 with the 3rd Infantry 

Brigade, Second Canadian Division. 

DUES PAYABLE, BADGES AVAILABLE 

The Annual Dues to the Association are payable at any time. As every 

member knows these dues constitute the principal source of revenue 

which, over a period of years, has made up the not unsubstantial funds 

of the Association. 

Miniature solid silver badges for the lapel of your coat may be 

purchased from either Norman Arnold, Neville H. Jones, or Earle 

Hay, at a cost of seventy-five cents, and the berets and arm bands 

which the troops wore on the church parade are available at a price of 

sixty-five cents. 

EXTRA MAGAZINES AT MIKE’S 

Arrangements have been made with Mike’s News Stand by which 

extra copies of the magazine can be obtained at a price of 10 cents 

per copy. 

CANADIANS AND GERMANS NOW “PALLY” 

Warm friendship between war veterans of Canada and ex-service 

men of Germany has replaced animosity of the past according to 

Brigadier General Alex Ross, C.M.G., Dominion president of the 

Canadian Legion, who headed a party of thirty members of the 

Legion on a good-will mission to Germany during the Coronation 

festivities. 

EIGHTY THOUSAND MARCH PAST 

Eighty thousand British Veterans of the Great War, six hundred 

of them women and most of them grey haired, marched past the king 

and queen on June 27th in the largest parade ever held in Hyde Park, 

London. Two hundred blind veterans marching with linked arms 

drew the biggest cheer of the day. Officers of veteran’s organizations 

indicated that this might be the last great mass muster in England of 

those who fought in the Great War. 
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THE LOYAL REGIMENT — Annual Re-union Dinner 

By Ernie Sharp 

 

The Annual Re-union Dinner of the Regimental Association 

of the Loyal Regiment was held at Slater’s Restaurant in The 

Srand, London, on Saturday evening, 1st May. 

I had received a cordial personal invitation not only from 

Lieut. Col. A. R. Bare, D.S.O., M.C. (Secretary of the 

Association), but also from Brig.-General J. B. Wells, C. M. G., 

D.S.O. (The Colonel of the Regiment), to attend both the Council 

Meeting and the Dinner. Dinner invitations had also been sent to 

all Forty-Niners resident in Britain whose addresses were known. 

It is a great pleasure to report the very warm welcome which 

was accorded to the only two Forty-Niners who turned up, 

namely, *J. C. McArthur 432997 of Dumbarton, Scotland, and 

myself. We were given the place of honour to the right of Brig.-

General Wells, who proposed to us the Toast of “Our Guests”. 

The musical honours which accompanied the Toast were given 

with a verve and heartiness that literally spoke volumes for the 

vocal abilities of the lads of the Loyal Regiment. 

I was called upon to respond to this toast. Previous to this, 

McArthur had been passing repeated and very determined 

whispers to me in his ‘braid Scots’ tongue (which is so refreshing 

to hear but so difficult to reproduce in print), that he ’wisna saying 

anything, mind ye’. Now, as it so happens, the greater part of my 

working life is spent in sitting silent and listening to other people 

making speeches. As this was really the first occasion upon which 

I had had to speak before so distinguished a company, naturally I 

had what one might call that early dawn ‘Now-ever-the-top-me-

lucky-lads’ feeling, despite the Loyals’ cordial reception. 

However, with the greatest of brevity, I endeavored to convey to 

the Loyals the greetings of our perpetuating unit and to express 

something of the pride and satisfaction which we old Forty-Niners 

all must have in being affiliated to a Regiment of Regulars so old 

in tradition and so rich in history. 

I can assure you that McArthur and I were both very proud too 

of the old 49th Battalion which had brought us to such unwonted 

heights of eminence as to be the honoured guests of the members 

and ex-members of so famous a Regiment. 

After the Toasts, General Wells took us round, introducing us 

here and there to the various groups of old comrades who were 

enjoying meeting each other once again, and McArthur and I 

spent a very enjoyable and interesting time “swapping yarns” with 

both the Regulars and Old Comrades of the Loyal’s. We were a 

little disappointed at not meeting some other Forty-Niners, but no 

doubt there may have been good reasons for their non-appearance; 

for one thing, the London bus strike had started, making transport 

rather difficult, and in addition quite a number of them live a 

considerable distance away from London. 

 

*No doubt many old Forty-Niners will remember that McArthur 

was one of the star players in our Football Team which carried 

everything before it in the early days in France until we met the 

Scots Guards. 

There was a friendly and democratic atmosphere about this 

Re-union. It was an atmosphere reminiscent of the West. Perhaps 

this is not to be wondered at when one remembers that nearly two 

hundred years ago the Loyal Regiment served in Canada (where 

they were spoken of in the Army as “Wolfe’s Own”). On the 13th 

of September 1759 they were at the storming of The Heights of 

Abraham. Referring to that epoch-making feat of arms, this is 

what is said of them in an official pamphlet issued by the British 

Government: “To the North Lancashire “Regiment with their 

brave comrades on this day, “we practically owe the possession 

of those vast and “fertile provinces in which so many of our 

people “have since found happiness and prosperity.” 

The Loyal’s have retained the colonial spirit of freedom and 

good-natured comradeship which doubtless they then imbibed, 

and that spirit has ripened and matured with age. 

Long Live the Loyal’s! 

SERGEANT MAJOR BARKER’S STORY 

We are in receipt of the manuscript of a story “A Transport on 

the Menin Road, Lorry 33’ written by Sergeant Major W. Barker, 

physical training instructor for the Edmonton Normal School, 

formerly of the Princess Patricias, which we regret will have to be 

held over for subsequent issue of the magazine. The story cleverly 

endows with the power of speech the remnants of a lorry wheel 

attached to an axle buried in a heap of scrap iron on the Menin 

Road. This bit of rusty scrap tells vividly of the experiences which 

“Bill”, the lorry’s driver had in the salient around such well-

known places as the “Railroad Crossing” and “Clapham 

Junction”. In some future issue we will have great pleasure in 

publishing the story. 

Sergeant Major Barker before the late war served in the British 

and United States armies and saw service in the Phillipines, 

Mexico, Belgium and France. He enlisted at Taunton, England, in 

1907 in the Second Somerset Light Infantry, later transferring to 

the Glamarganshire Artillery (Territorials) in South Wales. He is 

well known in the city and district having been physical training 

instructor at the Camrose Normal school prior to coming to 

Edmonton. It was he who developed the string of outstanding 

boxers who appeared a few years ago on amateur cards in the 

Canadian Legion. Sergeant Major Barker has two sons serving 

with the Royal Canadian Navy, the eldest on H.M.S. Skeena and 

the other at naval barracks at Esquimalt. 

SHARP REPRESENTS FORTY NINTH 

An exchange of correspondence between Ernie Sharp, now 

resident in Edinburgh, and Lieut. Colonel A. R. Bare and Brig. 

Gen. John R. Wells of “The Loyal’s” early this year resulted in 

Sharp being invited to attend “The Loyal’s” reunion in London on 

May 1st as a representative of the 49th. A nominal roll of 49ers 

known to be resident in the Old Country has been forwarded to 

The Loyal’s, and it is the intention to form a 49th circle to attend 

future re-union dinners. 
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“DUSTY” MILLER 

 
Retired undefeated light weight champion, Imperial Services, 1910-

28, and some of the myriad of trophies he won 

 

By Ernie Sharp 

General Wells was taking me round after the Reunion Dinner of 

The Loyal’s and introducing me to various members and old 

comrades. “This,” he said, “is a very well-known British Army 

Boxer,” and thereupon I found myself shaking hands with none other 

than the famous “Dusty” Miller, the winner of over a hundred fights 

and, for fifteen years from 1910 until he retired in 1925, the un-

defeated Lightweight Champion of the Imperial Forces. 

“Dusty” greeted me most cordially and in no doubtful terms 

expressed his pleasure at meeting a Forty-Niner. Like all really great 

boxers, his disposition is most amiable and kindly. Do not be misled 

by his somewhat stern ringside look in the accompanying 

photograph, for he is really one of the most genial of gentlemen you 

could wish to meet with a smile that would disarm a Disarmament 

Conference. Short and thickset in appearance, with a well-

proportioned body and chest that has not “waisted” away with the 

passing of the years, he has the quick alertness that one might 

associate with, shall I say, a genial tiger on leash. 

In 1918 he was the only non-professional boxer and the only one-

hundred-per-cent soldier who fought in the British Empire and 

American Services Lightweight Championship in the Royal Albert 

Hall, where in three rounds he beat the American, Ritchie Mitchell, 

who held the World Championship. Two years later he won the Rhine 

Army Lightweight Championship at Cologne. 

Since 1922 “Dusty” has been an Army Boxing Instructor and is 

now stationed at Aldershot. He is fifty years of age but is still boxing 

thirty to forty rounds a day in the course of his duties as Instructor. 

He has never smoked and he does not drink. 

On the back of the photograph which he has sent me he writes: — 

“From Dusty, in memory of a happy Re-Union of the Loyal 

Comrades Association, Slater’s Restaurant, The Strand, London, 

England. 1st May 1937. Good luck to you and yours!” 

I am sure that many old Forty-Niners will recall “Dusty’s” 

prowess in the old days and may no doubt have seen him in the ring. 

The Loyal’s are justly proud of “Dusty”. 
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A TOUCHED-UP WAR DIARY— F.R. Hasse, Reg. 432944 
The author of this War Diary is F. R. Hasse, a member of “A” Company and later “The Signals”. He is now a resident of the Old Country, having taken a twenty-year pension from the R.C.M. Police. This 

Diary is of absorbing interest to the men who were with the battalion in the earlier days in France, just as Mounsey’s War Diary was of particular interest to the men who were in France in the later stages. 

This is the fifth instalment. 
 

CHAPTER 5 
 

Oct. 29th, 1916—Go back to reserve in Neuville St. Vaast. 

Signalling dug-out very comfortable, as dug-outs go, and we are 

obviously in for an easy time. Corpl. Batt gets away on leave. Get 

the news that the 49th has been awarded its first V.C. — “Chip” 

Kerr. As we hear the news that tale is told again how, on Sept. 

16th near Courcelette, an advance along an enemy trench was held 

up by a barricade . . . also by the fact that bombs were running 

low. Kerr, first bayonet-man, was in the lead of our party and at 

this moment it was in the cards that he should be hit in the hand 

by an exploding “spud masher,” which was thrown 

from the other side of the barricade. Stung by the 

wound, Kerr leaped out of the trench and ran forward, 

only to find himself facing a trench alive with Fritzes; 

but he continued running towards them, emptying his 

rifle as he did so. Confronted by this sudden 

apparition of a berserk and blood-stained Canadian 

with a blazing rifle they threw up their hands and 

surrendered. Others of our party were almost on the 

heels of Kerr, and the Germans, who on being 

rounded up proved to be sixty-two in number, were 

taken down the line, though our party numbered but 

eight. We feel that history is in the making with the 

award of the Battalion’s first Victoria Cross, for in the 

years to come the story of Kerr’s valour will be told 

in many an Albertan home, in the same manner as is the tale of 

how Horatius held the bridge still told around firesides in Rome. 

Oct. 30th — A home from home all right back here in reserve. 

Rats are the main disturbing influence and they are everywhere. 

Four of us on six hour shifts on the phone. Area quiet and few 

messages passing over the wires. Hear that the 5.9 gun which the 

fellows captured on Sept. 16th is to be taken to Edmonton after 

the war is over. Go out in afternoon and get a welcome bath and 

change of clothes. 

Nov. 2nd — The last day in reserve, for the battalion is to return 

to the front tomorrow. The line, held at present by the R.C.R.’s 

remains quiet, nothing coming over except an occasional trench 

mortar. Go down for rations at night. Glad to get a little exercise. 

Nov 3rd — We take over the line from the R.C. R’s. We are indeed 

fortunate in the deep shellproof dugouts on this front. The dug-out 

we are in has evidently been constructed by an engineer who had 

vision, for the passage leading down to it has a sharp turning at 

right angles half way down, so that in the event of an enemy raid, 

bombs thrown from the trench would explode in the passage and 

would not reach the occupants of the dug-out. Our dug-out is 

shared by three Imperial artillery fellows an acting bombardier 

and two gunners, all of them youngsters. It is comical the way the 

acting bombardier lords it over the two unfortunate gunners, but 

one of them is inclined to be insubordinate and, rather 

shamelessly, we egg him on—to such an extent that, to our 

unhallowed delight, he comes to blows with his superior officer. 

The battle is not a very desperate one however for the two 

combatants are parted before either of them gets hurt, and it has 

the happy result of making the bombardier feel less important—

at least temporarily. 

Nov 5th — Hear the guns on the Somme rumbling 

all day. Evidently a big offensive is on there. Our 

line remains quiet. Get word that leave has been cut 

down to one third the usual rate — a disappointment 

to those topping the list who are sweating on their 

leaves. The three Imperial artillery boys leave us and 

we are glad to have a little quiet in the dug-out. 

These artillery chaps are not up to the standard of the 

splendid Lahore Battery fellows we worked with in 

the Ypres Salient, but that is hardly to be expected. 

A “C” coy. runner gets killed, the first man to be 

killed since we took over this front two weeks ago. 

Am on night shift as usual. Time passes quickly, for 

some 48th Battn. pioneers, who are at work 

enlarging dug outs on this front, prove very entertaining and 

cheerful. 

Nov. 7th — More wet cold weather. The recent heavy rains are 

causing the trenches to fall in, and dug outs are leaking and in 

some cases flooded out. McKay and Bob Wyndham are reported 

to have done a good bit of work to-day — picked off four Fritzes 

on an advanced post in No Man’s Land. Those of us near the top 

of the leave list get another disappointment to-day with the news 

that all leave has been cancelled for the time being. 

Nov. 8th — We move out of the line for a four-day rest. Trenches 

crumbling in everywhere and we have to wade through mud and 

water over our boot tops. Billetted in huts. On phone duty at night 

in Orderly Room. 

Nov. 9th — No parades and everybody, has an easy time. Get paid 

in afternoon. Battalion concert at night in the Y.M.C.A. A ten-

franc bill, offered as a prize for the best turn by a member of the 

audience, results in a lot of fun, the audience doing the judging. 

The Colonel is present and in great form. Makes a speech in which 

he tells us of
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the wonderful time he is going to have at a forthcoming convention 

— he adds that he will think of us floundering around in the mud, 

while he, in a comfortable armchair, is smoking a big fat cigar! The 

speech is greeted with a great deal of laughter and cries of “Have a 

heart, Billy, have a heart!” Billy concludes by saying that he hopes 

the war will be over next winter and that we will be sitting round fires 

the fuel of which has been honestly come by. The Y.M.C.A. Captain, 

an Imperial, in charge of the concert in a few remarks at the close 

says that in his varied army career he has never run across such a 

relationship between Colonel and men, and he is warm in his 

congratulations. Billy’s remark about “fuel honestly come by” brings 

back the memory of a cold night at Kemmel a year ago when he came 

into “A” coy. camp and told us where we could get plenty of good 

firewood; but he added, in a tone that implied that we should watch 

our step that the place was out of bounds! 

Nov. 11th — Keen interest is being shown by the troops in the U.S.A, 

elections, with Woodrow Wilson the favourite candidate. Get issued 

with new gas masks, and we test them out wearing them in a gas filled 

room. Can breathe easily in them and we get no trace of gas. A great 

improvement on the old sack helmets which, if they saved you from 

gas, just about suffocated you at the same time. Also issued with 

sleeveless leather jerkins. A very sensible rig, for they run rain and at 

the same time allow a free use of the arms. 

Nov. 13th — Move back into the line, taking over from the R.C.R.’s. 

Mackensie, Browse and I on duty on H. Q’rs. phone. Batt returns 

from leave and tells us what a good time he has had. A flock of wild 

geese fly over the trenches and both Fritz and ourselves blaze away 

at them with rifles and machine-guns—so for once we have a 

common target. But the birds are flying high and none are brought 

down—but how good a wild goose would taste after trench fare. 

Nov. 13th — Weather turns bitterly cold, but we are able to keep 

warm in the dug-outs. The guns on the Somme continue to rumble 

and we hear that a big victory has been gained there. Our own front 

continues quiet, only desultory shelling taking place. Casualties few 

and far between. While on duty at night get a gas alarm buzzed over 

the wires — the sender, having his mask on, not being in a position 

to use the phone. Hurriedly arouse the runner, who warns everybody, 

and we don our masks. It turns out however to be a false alarm and 

instructions to “stand down” soon come through. 

Nov. 18th — Get relieved in afternoon by the R.C.R’s. and we go into 

reserve at Neuville St. Vaast. Meet Davidson in the trenches. States 

he is opening up a Y.M.C.A. here in a day or two. 

Nov. 20th — While on the night shift hear a lot of bombing and 

machine-gun fire on the right of our front, where the C.M.R’s. are. 

Word comes through later that the C.M.R’s made a successful raid 

and brought back a prisoner. Ford returns to the Section—the first 

signaller entitled to two wound stripes. 

Nov. 23rd — In the line again. We get a new trench mortar on our 

front, which throws a 250 lb. shell and great things are hoped of it. 

Get the good news that passes have opened up again. 

Nov. 27th — A mine, laid by our engineers, is blown up on our left, 

on the front of the 14th. Battn. who consolidate the position. A very 

lively half hour, and our own front comes in for considerable shelling, 

some heavy stuff landing around H. Qrs. 

Nov. 29th — Back in the rest camp. Go to baths at Morieulle with 

Botel and Clarke. We get a fifty franc pay in the afternoon, after 

which a good time is had by all. Our section sit round the stove at 

night, and the whiskey and vin blanc goes round until several of the 

gang pass out and are carried to their bunks. There are also rowdy 

scenes, and a scrap, at the other end of the hut, which is occupied by 

the bombers. 

Dec. 2nd — Weather bitterly cold, but we are able to rustle up enough 

wood to keep a good fire going all the time. The stove, somewhat 

similar to what you see in a lumberjacks’ bunkhouse, will take almost 

cord length wood. Am told that I go on pass on Dec. 4th. Get 

complete new outfit from the Q.M. stores. Battalion is to return to the 

line tomorrow. 

Dec. 4th — In afternoon proceed to Avenues, getting a lift on a limber. 

Leave train does not pull out until late at night. Our Journey to 

Boulogne is very slow for we get shunted into sidings frequently in 

order to make way for ambulances and ammunition trains. A most 

uncomfortable journey, the train is badly crowded and it is very cold, 

for the windows of the car are broken. But nobody minds, for we are 

on our way to Blighty. 

Dec. 5th — Our journey to Boulogne has been so delayed that we 

miss the noon boat. Marched up the hill to the rest camp for the night. 

A very mixed crowd there — Imperials, Australians and Canadians. 

We are not expected and there is no supper awaiting us, but we are 

able to assuage our hunger at the Expeditionary Force Canteen. Wit-

ness a little incident there which warms the heart. Two young 

Imperial kilties, returning from leave, are discussing in low tones how 

to get the most satisfying results from their worldly wealth, which 

amounted at that moment to the sum of fourpence. A Canadian 

overhears them and, slipping a five franc bill into their hands, 

disappears into the crowd before they have time to thank him or 

recover from their astonishment. We are crowded into tents, almost a 

man to a seam, and on lying down it is impossible to find room for 

one’s feet. Under ordinary circumstances tempers might be frayed, 

but as we are going on leave everybody is in good spirits so we make 

the best of things. 

Dec. 6th — Reveille at 5:00 a.m. No breakfast for us but manage to 

get a cup of hot tea at the canteen before we are marched down to the 

boat. The hour and a half crossing to Folkstone proves 
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rough and a number of us suffer. Get to London in the early afternoon. 

A bath at the Maple Leaf Club, a real bath — not rationed two or 

three minutes as in France with two or more fellows under each 

shower. Also receive new underwear so at long last can feel really 

free from lice. 

Dec. 7th — Wonderful to be back in Blightly once more. After the 

hard ground a real bed is so comfortable that it takes some getting 

used to. One is reminded of the tale of the Canadian on leave who 

found himself, on going to bed, tossing around and unable to sleep. 

At length in desperation he got up and laid down on the floor, and 

promptly went off into a sound slumber! But joking apart, how 

luxurious a real bed can be after the misery, hardships, and filth of 

the trenches. We may envy those who have cushy jobs in England but 

what do they know of the luxury of white sheets and soft bed, 

knowing nothing else every night. 

Dec. 15th — Back in London after spending nine days at home. My 

leave is up but decide to take another couple of days, as every good 

Forty-niner does — after all, I seem to remember the acting Adjutant 

saying that a man was a prize fool if he did not take an extra day or 

two. Go to the show “Pick-a-dilly” with a 10th Battn. fellow, and 

enjoy it thoroughly. 

Dec. 17 th — An early reveille at the Maple Leaf Club, for our train 

leaves Victoria at 6:15 a.m. Discover that a bottle of Johnnie Walker 

has been swiped from my pack — but the culprit only took one bottle 

and was good enough to leave a second. Must endeavour to get that 

back to the Section, as all others returning from leave have done. On 

arrival at Folkstone we get caged up for an hour and a half. Boat 

leaves at 2:30 p.m. and we have a good crossing. Marched once more 

up the hill to the camp on the summit. Brings back the recollection of 

the landing of the 49th more than a year ago. Major Wilson, 

temporarily in charge, was marching at the head of the Battalion and 

feeling very proud to be on French soil at last; but the grand old 

warrior, as he marched spryly up the hill, forgot in the exultation of 

the moment, the heavily burdened men behind him—carrying, 

through somebody’s misguided efforts, perhaps the biggest packs that 

had ever been taken to France, and wearing new boots not yet broken 

in. The battalion stood the pace for a long time up that steep hill but 

at length somebody raised the cry, “Have a heart there in front,” a cry 

promptly taken up by dozens of throats. Major Wilson at once called 

a halt by the roadside. Then, coming down amongst us, he said with 

great feeling, “D….it men, I have a heart, 

 

you know I have a heart.” The general and respectful chorus of assent 

that followed quickly assured him that fact had never been doubted, 

and after the incident there was perhaps a still finer understanding 

between the old Major and the men. On such little incidents, it can 

safely be said, has the morale of the 49th been built up. 

Dec. 18th — Arrived back at Ecoivres. Battalion should have come 

out of the line yesterday, but they are doing an extra day in the 

trenches and will not be out until to-night. It seems that two of our 

men, a new draft man by the name of Styran and another fellow, were 

overpowered and captured while on an advanced post in No Man’s 

Land. The possibility was not overlooked that Fritz may have got 

from them the information that the Battalion was being relieved on 

the 17th — hence the extra day in the line. Needless to remark the 

information would not have been given voluntarily but it might have 

been obtained by a ruse — perhaps by the old dodge of a German 

with a thorough knowledge of English, and dressed in one of our 

uniforms, playing the part of another friendly Canadian prisoner. But 

we also secured a prisoner this trip in the line so perhaps Fritz too is 

doing an extra day in the trenches. 

Dec. 20th — Battalion out at rest. A heavy bombardment up the line. 

Hear later that the C.M.R.’s have raided the enemy lines, inflicted 

heavy casualties, and returned with 58 prisoners. Their own casualties 

are reported very light and the raid is said to be one of the most 

successful that has ever been pulled off on the Western Front. Good 

old C.M.R.’s. The C.M.R.’s, on this front and on the Somme, have 

certainly made up for the bad luck they ran into at Plugstreet and in 

the Ypres Salient. Never more will they be known as the “See ’Em 

Runs,” a name which, by the way, they never deserved. After an 

argument in the evening two members of the Section, who shall be 

nameless, have a contest at a local estaminet, to see who can hold the 

most liquor — a contest financed by Mike Dempsey out of the 

proceeds of his Crown and Anchor board. After many mixed drinks, 

glass for glass, and a great deal of hilarity, one of the two drops under 

the table. As he is dead to the world, McGillivray picks him up and 

heaves him over his shoulder, and in this manner, escorted by a 

rollicking crowd, the loser returns to the camp. 

Dec. 24th — Battalion returns to the trenches. Am detailed to remain 

out of the line at Ecoivres with Dancocks. Browse, who is about to 

go on leave, also stays out of the line. 

Dec. 25th. — Christmas Day, but with the Battalion in the line no sort 

of celebration takes place and it is little different to any other sort of 

day. Help Dancocks fix up the rations for the fellows in the line. They 

are expecting some gasoline for their primus cookers, but the Q.M. 

stores have none to spare, so Dancocks and I set out to rustle some. 

Watch a lorry, with three tins of gasoline in a rack on the side, pull 

up alongside the road, and we see the driver and his spare man 

preparing to settle down for the night inside their vehicle. On the light 

going out we purloin one of the tins. After all, the troops up the line 

need it worse than the lorry driver, and in any case, we have left him 

two tins. Botel comes back from his aeroplane course — a course 

taken to improve co-operation between aeroplanes and signallers on 

the ground. Bo is much dissappointed at not having had the opport-

unity of going up in the air.
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Dec. 29th — Am transferred to the Transport Section. Report to Lt. 

Hudson and he instructs me to give the grooms a hand for the time 

being — states there may be a job as driver later on. Quarters of the 

Section are in a bunk-house — crowded quarters but warm, for there 

is a good stove in the hut. A great bunch of fellows and there is a 

lively time after supper in the evening. 

Dec. 31st — At night am detailed to ride up the line to Neuville St. 

Vaast with Capt. Travers—my first experience of an army saddle. On 

our return find a big crowd in Ecoivres and the Princess Pat pipers 

are playing the New Year in. After fixing up the horses, go round to 

the Q.M. stores for a rum ration. The rum must be plentiful to-night, 

or else Tommy Walkeden thinks I look very cold, for he gives me a 

Players cigarette tin nearly full of the old S.R.D. 

Jan. 1st—Wake up with a nice thick head. Curse you Tommy! As it 

is New Year’s Day it is regarded as a holiday more or less and only 

essential duties are done. In the evening, as we are seated round the 

stove, Maxey, who looks after one of the watercarts and in this 

capacity is attached to the Transport Section, gives us a most learned 

discourse on the horse. In this talk he traces the horse family, or the 

Equidae, back to prehistoric times when, in those remote ages, the 

animal is believed to have had a cloven hoof and to have been no 

bigger than a fox. He makes it all quite interesting but at the close of 

it Bob Magrath raises a great laugh by remarking, “I thought you 

knew nothing about horses, Maxey,” — the point being that Maxey 

recently got himself excused from night picket duty on the grounds 

that he didn’t know anything about horses and would not know what 

to do if one got into difficulties. 

Jan. 7th — Having an easy time in the Transport Lines. Major Weaver 

and Capt. Winser ride to the military school at Hermanville and Tom 

James and I ride there with them as orderlies, and in order to bring 

their horses back. We come across a roadside drunk, a 1st. Division 

man, and Major Weaver, with that consideration which he always 

shows for everybody, dismounts from his horse and gets the man up 

on his feet. He later details a couple of men who are passing to assist 

the fellow to his camp. 

Jan. 9th — George Harper, Tony Peterson and I go to a house in 

Ecoivres and enjoy a supper of eggs and chips. Good to get a 

satisfying meal once in a while. George is in reminiscent mood and 

he tells yarn after yarn of his old railroading days. A happy evening, 

what with pre-war memories and our plans of what we are going to 

do after the war is over — and there is a general feeling of optimism 

that it cannot last much longer. On picket duty, second shift, on my 

return to the lines. A bitterly cold night and it is difficult to keep 

warm. 

Jan. 14th — The Colonel, returning from leave, drops into the 

bunkhouse and chews the rag with the fellows. Some company men 

are in the bunkhouse awaiting a medical board, and Billy wishes them 

luck and tells them he hopes they will make Blighty. Cold weather 

continues, with hard frosts every night. Fuel has been fairly plentiful 

lately, but there is a scarcity this evening so “Waffles” and I go out 

to rustle some from the dump down the road. Arriving there we find 

that the big heap of coke is being guarded by a sentry, so subterfuge 

is necessary. I go ahead and keep the sentry in conversation, on 

Waffles’ suggestion, while he fills his sack full of coke from the back 

of the pile. 

 

 

Jan. 22nd —Cold snap continues, with hard frosts every night. Natives 

around here say it is the coldest winter for many years. Battalion is 

fortunate being on a front with warm dug outs. At night ride up the 

line with Capt. Travers. Take Dundee, the horse Major Wilson 

thought so much of — though his appearance is about the best part of 

him. Remember what a Forty-two once said at Shornecliffe, “When 

the 49th march by our camp we all turn out, particularly to see Major 

Wilson riding past on Dundee.” 

Jan. 28th — Great jubilation as we hear of the raid that was pulled off 

to-day by twenty-two “C” company men, all of whom had 

volunteered for the job. They go over in the spirit of schoolboys on a 

holiday and raise merry hell in Fritz’s line. Stokes shells are hurled 

down the dug outs when the occupants ignore commands, shouted 

down the entrances, for them to come up and surrender. Ten Germans 

are killed, and eight prisoners secured and brought back to our lines. 

The killed include a German officer, who was sent to his happy 

hunting grounds by one of his runners while doing some daring trench 

reconnoitering on his own account. The raid such a success, and so 

entirely unexpected by Fritz, that our party do not have a single cas-

ualty. Eight special ten-day leaves in Blighty are allotted as a reward 

and the raiders draw lots for them — pity every man in the party 

cannot get a leave out of it. Battalion comes out of the line at night. 

Feb. 1st — Several cases of mumps in the Division, and all 

estaminents and canteens are placed out of bounds. Spend evening 

with the signallers in their billets — hear some interesting details of 

the last trip in the line. 

Feb.5th—News that the U.S.A, has severed diplomatic relations with 

Germany is received with elation, and we all hope it will not be long 

before war is declared. It is the one topic of conversation in the 

bunkhouse at night. Stafford says that Uncle Sam will want a finger 

in the pie when peace is declared, and he suggests facetiously that 
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the U.S.A, might offer to trade the Philippines off for Ireland in order 

to be able to raise her own policemen! 

Feb. 6th — Battalion back in the trenches. A good yarn about Riley, 

“B” coy. runner comes down the line. A portion of our front line was 

smashed in by one of Fritz’s “pencils,” and as Riley had been seen 

there a moment before, it was concluded he was buried. Capt. 

McQueen and a party at once started to dig for him frantically, hoping 

against hope to find him still alive. At this point Riley returns to the 

scene, saw them making the dirt fly and, taking in the situation, 

remarked, “If you expect to find me under there you’re out of luck.” 

Feb. 9th — Tom James., Duffield and I take the horses out for 

exercise, riding one and leading another. Tom has spent the noon hour 

in the canteen, he says it is his birthday, or somebody else’s, and he 

is feeling good. So are the horses and we ride through Ecoivres and 

along the road to Acq as John Gilpin must have ridden through 

London Town. In the early evening Fritz springs a mine on the 

R.C.R.’s about a dozen of whom are reported dead and buried. Fritz 

does not follow it up by 

 

 

 

coming over, but all our guns open up and give him a good strafing. 

Feb. 12th — Cold snap shows no sign of breaking up. Fellows in the 

line are relieved by the 25th Battn. and we are to go to Bruay for a 

rest. A Scottish division march into Ecoivres in the evening. A braw 

looking lot and, unlike most Canadian kilties, they keep to their kilts 

all winter. 

Feb. 13th —Five o’clock reveille. Transport Section is kept busy until 

noon when the Battalion sets out for Bruay. Arrive there at dusk. 

Some confusion regarding billets, but eventually find a loft to sleep 

in. 

Feb. 14th — The good people of Bruay cannot do enough for us, 

which speaks volumes for the Canadian battalions which have been 

here for the past two or three months. In the evening go with Geo. 

Atkins and Duffield to see film taken on the Somme. Very realistic, 

and whoever took them must have been right on the heels of the 

fighting, for one sees the dead and wounded in the trenches, and some 

of the prisoners are to be seen with their hands still uplifted and with 

cowed expressions on their faces. These films should prove good 

propaganda against war. We hear with mixed feelings that Billy has 

been promoted and is going to leave us. 

Feb. 17th — A general thaw sets in, which we welcome. Get paid in 

afternoon. The Battalion mascot, recently acquired in Bruay, parades 

with the troops—a cute youngster about seven years of age. He signs 

his name, is given five francs, and salutes very smartly. In evening go 

over and have supper with the Signallers — find them ensconced in 

very comfortable billets. 

Feb. 21st — Billy inspects the Battalion on parade — his last 

inspection as Colonel, for he is leaving us to take over the 1st Brigade. 

After he has made his speech, in which he bids the Battalion au revoir, 

the fellows cheer him as perhaps they have never cheered before. 

Memories go back to other parades — to the first parades at 

Edmonton, with Billy’s voice booming down the Exhibition grounds. 

We felt even then that we were under one who knew how to mould a 

regiment into shape and give it the right morale, aided as he was by 

an Adjutant, in Major Hobbins, who knew just about all that could be 

learnt about soldiering. We are well aware that all battalions have not 

had such a fortunate getaway at the start, for no one who has been at 

the front will deny the existence of the odd hoodoo battalion, 

fortunately rare, which never seems to do anything right; the battalion 

that is jumpy in the line and comes in for curses of other outfits in 

supports and reserve when they have to “stand-to” needlessly—a 

state of affairs which can be attributed to a C.O. who, lacking spirit 

himself, is unable to instill morale into his battalion. 

History records again and again how even indifferent men have 

been inspired to acts of immortal glory by great leaders. We of the 

49th have no mean opinion of ourselves and we feel that, under 

Billy’s leadership, a spirit has entered into the Battalion that can never 

die while the war lasts — nay, a spirit that will outlast the war and 

will endure throughout the ages. But if anything about immortal glory 

was said to a cold, hungry and lousy Forty-niner in the trenches some 

most unprintable comment would probably be forthcoming! 

(Continued in next issue.) 
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CALGARY NOTES 

Capt. Walter M. Beatty, who now resides in Winnipeg and who 

is an official of the Dominion Immigration Branch, department of 

Mines and Resources in that City, visited in Calgary this Spring and 

called on members of the Association there. 

Charlie Walker of High Prairie was another welcome visitor to 

Calgary in June of this year. Charlie has been appointed to high office 

in the Masonic Order. Congratulations Charlie! 

Jack Brennan of Stettler was a recent visitor to Calgary. 

FIFTY FIRST ASSOCIATION MEETS 

The annual meeting of the 51st Battalion Association was held in 

the Memorial Hall on Thursday, February 4th. The following officers 

were elected: Hon. Pres. Lieut. Col. R. de L. Harwood; President: R. 

Malloy; Vice Pres. D. A. Petrie; Sec. Treas. W. W. Ward; Executive: 

R. Raynor; W. Albright; L. E. Price; H. Hunt; H. E. Pauls; Albert 

Knowler and W. McGregor. Trustees: W. Holdsworth and Lieut. Col. 

A. H. Elliott. The annual dinner of the association was held on 

Saturday, February 27th at the Royal George Hotel. Dr. R. de L. 

Harwood, Legion of Honor, France, the original commanding officer 

and 350 former members of the battalion attended. 

OFFER OF BOOKS FOR LIBRARY 

John Payee, Youngstown, Alta, made an interesting and valuable 

offer to the association of some books from his library, but as we have 

no quarters his offer was referred to other organizations. Thanks was 

returned to Payee for his thoughtful offer. 

“D” COMPANY SMOKER 

A very successful smoker was held by members of “D” company 

in the Prince of Wales Armouries on Saturday night April 17th. Over 

fifty of the boys turned out to talk over old days and recent events. 

Thanks are due to the militia authorities for the donation of the Hall, 

and other courtesies of the mess staff. Arrangements were in the 

capable hands of Walter Hale, Jock Henderson, Harry Stonehewer, 

Bill Ramshaw, and Percy Reilly. 

UNEXPECTED APPRECIATION 

W. Bowron, 1033 20th Avenue East, Calgary, in forwarding a 

subscription to the magazine states that while he was not a 49er he 

reads each issue with interest and finds that it keeps him in touch with 

49ers throughout the Province. He is a travelling man. He declares he 

considers the magazine worth every cent of the one-dollar bill he 

forwarded. 

MET UP WITH “ADMIRAL” WILLIAMS 

Bob Mayes, Moose Jaw, a 14th platoon, “D” coy. man, was 

recently in Winnipeg where he met “Admiral” Williams, also of 14th 

platoon. Many old timers will remember Williams. Mayes says the 

only change in the “Admiral” is that he looks a bit older. No doubt 

the “Admiral” thought the same thing concerning Mayes. 

ROWLAND ON EXECUTIVE 

G. Rowland, manager of the Bank of Montreal at Wetaskiwin, a 

former Forty-niner, is a member of the executive committee of the 

Canadian Legion branch at that City. 
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22ND ANNUAL DINNER OUTSTANDING SUCCESS 

Like waves of the sea as closely bound together, the French Grey 

berets emblematic of the war-time third division C.E.F. and the green 

square patch denoting the 7th the 49th, swept into the ballroom of the 

Macdonald Saturday night Jan. 9th — and the men of the 49th 

celebrated the unit’s 22nd birthday and glory of the heroic battalion 

of 1915-18. 

Every man there had seen the trenches and had taken part in some 

of the bloodiest battles of the war. Yet it was noted that whereas in 

previous annual dinners of the battalion’s members reminiscences of 

the war days had been uppermost, talk of fighting days was lessened 

now and 19 years of peace had done much to dim the memory of hard 

won glories on the western front. 

Major-General Hon. W. A. Griesbach, C.B., C. M.G., D.S.O., 

V.D. who as a colonel in January of 1915 raised the 49th battalion 

and started it on its path to greatness in the annals of the war, headed 

the annual reunion and presided over the dinner. With him at the head 

table were Lieut.-Col. P. L. Debney, officer commanding the 

Edmonton regiment, perpetuating unit of the 49th C.E.F. and Col. L. 

C. Harris, former officer commanding. 

There were 220 present to dine, talk, to renew old fraternities, to 

sing, to laugh at new skits and remember old standing jokes. In many 

corners of the world there were former members who were 

remembering the battalion’s birthday, many of them sending 

cablegrams, telegrams, and letters which were read. There Were 

hundreds of war-time members who would never be seen again; they 

were remembered in the assembly’s silent toast to “Our Fallen 

Comrades.” 

But though many old comrades were missing and though 

memories of war’s horrors and glories were dimmed, the spirit in the 

reunion was the heroic spirit of a body of men united — the spirit 

which won for the 49th its reputation as the cream of the mighty 

Canadian corps and achieved its eternal place in history at Vimy 

Ridge and the Somme and Ypres and Amiens and Passchendaele. 

Cecil Kinross, of Lougheed, one of the two Forty Niners who won 

the Victoria Cross in action, was in the gathering, and his comrades 

recalled how one day in 1917 he went out alone to silence an enemy 

machine-gun which was holding up the battalion’s advance at 

Passchendaele and how he wiped out single handed the six enemy 

gunners. The other V.C. Chipman Kerr of Spirit River could not come 

to Edmonton for the reunion. 

The band of the perpetuating unit played in the main lobby of the 

hotel for an hour, directed by Band-master Aldridge, before the 

dinner hour and ran through all the war time and marching favorites. 

Then came the bugle summons: “Come to the Cookhouse Door.” And 

led by Piper Alex Thomson in kilts, the men filed into the ballroom. 

They circled it once, Major-General Griesbach and Deputy Mayor 

Patterson, himself a Forty Niner of the old “D” coy, headed the file. 

During and after dinner were entertainment items, including skits 

at the expense of the well-loved organizer of the unit, Major-General 

Griesbach. There were toasts to sister units: The Royal Canadian 

Regiment at London, Ont., the Princess Patricia’s at Winnipeg; the 

“Forty-twas,” the 42nd Highlanders of Montreal. . 

There was a toast, too, to affiliated units headed by “They 

Loyals”. There were toasts to Fallen Comrades and Departed Friends. 

The toast to “The King” marked the first time that George V has 

not been the subject at the annual dinners of the 49th, but there was 

no comment that one King never had been or would be toasted by the 

unit as monarch, and the men drank to George VI. 

Deputy Mayor Patterson extended to the gathering the city’s 

official greetings and exampled the men of the 49th as the epitome of 

co-operation such as is needed in civil life today. 

Messages of greetings were read from branches of the 49th 

battalion association at Lethbridge, Toronto, Vancouver and other 

points, and among individual former members sending felicitations 

to the. reunion was Major J. C. Thompson, war-time officers and 

former provincial auditor, now resident in Montreal; J. McD. Scott, 

Edinburgh, Scotland of “D” coy. (steady); Alburn F. Proctor, The 

Dalles, Oregon of “A” and “D” Coys.; J. W. Allen, Haselaw, Alta. 

“C” coy.; Martin C. Caine, Prince George B. C.  “D” and Scouts; 

George Branton, Ryde, Sydney, Australia, “D” coy. 

Among Forty Niners who came into Edmonton from outside 

points for the reunion were these:  

R. V. Patterson, Vegreville; Andrew Black, Ponoka; A. G. 

Roland, Wetaskiwin; Frang Pilkie, Vermillion; William Elliott, 

Busby; Frank Porritt, Jarvie; Alfred Parton, Westlock; Patrick 

Doherty, Riley; C. A. Disturnal, Mayerthorpe; William Jack, Clyde; 

A. Liddle, Ponoka; Cecil Kinross, V.C., Lougheed; Harry Grant, 

Chipman; A. Harvey, Ardrossan; A. Carter, Stony Plain; Robert Low, 

Gunn; E. P. Moran, Gunn; Samuel Levine, Daysland; J. L. McCrea, 

Arrass, B.C.; R. W. Bremner, Duffield and H. McLean, Gibbons. 

Some of the others present:  

C. Wampler, F. Pilkie, R. Lamb, N. G. Livingstone, A. A. Parton, 

Westlock, Paul Regan, R. C. Arthurs, Guy Patterson, Col. L. C. 

Harris, R. C. Speers, H. Sanrilands, W. G. Mair, Fred Lee, Bert 

Russell, W. G. Bond, F. Porritt, J. Dewar, C. Holmes D. A. Fazan, A. 

G. Rowland, Stubby Foley, J. Waithe, Harry Smith, Wm. Worton, G. 

Hudson, J. 

J. D. McMillan, S. J. Millar, O. Muckleston, C. S. Kirby, 

Vermillion, Peter Rule, Norman Cook, J. J. Blewett, Neil Campbell, 

H. Jolleff, Calmar, Alta., H. Lyttle, S. Parsons, Harry Grant Chipman, 

Alta., Louis Salvino, R. McGregor, Hythe, J. H. Sandilands, G. P. 

O’Doherty, A. Black, Ponoka, A. Armstrong, A. H. Elliott, J. C. 

MacQuarrie, P. P. Muirhead, A. Grieg, J. Laing, Jock Henderson, H. 

Stonehewer, P. E. Reilley, G. Souter, C. Lilley, J. Freeman, W. 

Hutchinson, G. D. Kinnaird, A. W. Taylor, G. E. Southorn, Jock 

Smith, Vic. Dingley, T. Robb, Adam Mason, W. Hunter, E. P. Moran, 

Gunn, Alta., M. M. D’Brien, H. E. Balfour, A. Nelson, Clyde, Alta., 

E. O. Anderson, Calgary, Alta., S. Chapman, C. J. Kinross, W. J. Hill, 

A. E. Figg, H. Clift, F. T. F. Bunkum, A. G. Priest, C. Jennings, W. 

G. Rennie, Pinnell, F. Lunn, Waskatenau, Alta., B. Morrison, J. 

Farrugia, F. Bergman, A. L. Smith, J. E. Billingsley, J. Morris, P. 

Allison, M. MacDonald, Mayerthorpe, Alta., H. T. Mason, Geo 

Brown, R. Hargreaves, T. Galliver, H. Larmour, John Fleet, Wm. 

MacLean, V. Keeling. 
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WHERE IS MY WANDERING BOY? 

 

Geoffrey Arthur Pinker, “Pink”, 

No. 432679, enlisted in the 49th Jan. 

11th, 1915, and was posted to 14 

platoon, “D” coy. He was wounded 

with shrapnel in the right leg. Pink 

received his discharge March 1921, 

with six years and two months 

service to his credit. He is a com-

mercial artist at Montreal. Married, 

wife and one girl fourteen years. Old 

friends will be sorry to hear his boy 

was killed in a Skiing accident about 

two years ago. Residence, 5118 

Hutchison St. Montreal, Que. He 

wishes he was back in God’s 

country. (Meaning Northern Alberta). Many enquiries have been 

made for Pinker. In his letter he says he saw Tuck from the Peace 

River district when he passed through on holiday to the Old 

Country and also on his return. The reason for his long service 

was he had charge of Discharge Section M.D. No. 4, and they 

would not release him until he had discharged the last man then 

they had to release him. He along with H. Rutter tried to get back 

to the battalion in France from the Pay Office in London, but they 

could not get by the M.O. He nearly convinced them when Capt. 

Bernier left London with the Siberian Party. He sends greetings to 

all Old Pals. 

Harold S. Parent, “Nick”, No. 709850, enlisted in the 104th 

November 23rd, 1915. Joined the 49th at Mont St. Eloi in the fall 

of 1916, and posted to 2 platoon, “A” coy. Wounded at 

Passchendaele. Discharged at Fredericton, Feb. 14th, 1919. Train 

Dispatcher, Bangor, Maine. Married. Home Address, 101 Norway 

Road, Bangor, Maine, U.S.A. Nick was with 2 platoons until Fall 

of 1918, when he was sent to England for his commission along 

with Sgt. Norman Cook and Sgt. G. Gleave. Was at the school 

when Armistice signed. 

Frank W. Wiggins, “Wiggy”, No. 904339, enlisted in the 193rd 

Edmonton Highlanders, March 6th, 1916. Transferred to the 49th 

February 1917 and posted to 1 platoon “A” coy. Suffered frac-

tured shoulder blade and shrapnel wound. Discharged March 

1919, with three years’ service. Married, wife and one daughter, 

and one son (post war) 8 years at home. Sec.-Treas. Lac St. Anne 

School Division, No. 11. Address, Sangudo, Alta. This is the 

answer to all the numerous enquiries as to Wiggy’s hangout. 

Andrew Leslie Bilton, No. 435455 Youngstown, Alta, wishes to 

be remembered to all old pals. He is sorry he cannot make the 

grade to any of the doings. Looks forward to the magazine and 

devours the contents from cover to cover. 

 

Thos. Walker, “Red”, No. 432007, enlisted in the 49th January 

4th, 1915, and was posted to 13 platoon “Steady D” where he 

served as cook. The good health of the boys testified to the 

culinary ability of Tom. What he had in the dixies at Shornecliffe 

was a real pleasure to a good many of the troops. Red was 

discharged on the’2nd June 1919 with four years and five months 

service. He is now a chef at Mountain Park, Alta. In answer to the 

questions - Family if any, he says, “A ______ Few. (Your guess 

is as good as mine, Editor) Address, Cheviot Hotel, Mountain 

Park. He sends his greetings to all the troops. 

Charley Heath Bunkum, No. 432435, enlisted in the 49th 

January 7th, 1915 and posted to No. 1 platoon, “A” Coy. Charley 

was for some time on the transport and had the pleasure or 

otherwise of trailing around “A” company’s field kitchen. He was 

discharged March 23rd, 1919 with four years and ten weeks 

service. Employed by the Imperial Oil Ltd. Now drives a truck 

instead of horses. Married and has four grown up girls. Address, 

11327-91st St. Edmonton. 

Frank Shopland, No. 811664, enlisted in 138th January 6th, 

1916 and was transferred to the 49th December 1916, and posted 

to 9 platoon, “C” coy. He was wounded at Vimy and Arras. 

Discharged February 9th, 1919. Married, family of two girls and 

one boy. Farming at Rochester, Alta. Everything going along O.K. 

Walter Colson Brake, No. 432432 Sgt., of Highland P.O. Alta., 

has left for the Old Country to reside, address not known, owing 

to ill health. Disturnal was our informant. He ran a store at 

Highway, and according to Disturnal he was known as the 

Highway robber. We hope Brake will get a better Break with his 

health in the Old Country. Anyone receiving word of his address 

might shoot it along to the for. Secty. 

George Reid Whitefield, No. 434494, enlisted in the 50th, 

January 25th, 1915. He joined the 49th March 1916 and was posted 

to No. 4 platoon, “A” coy. Whitefield was wounded at Ypres June 

3rd, 1916 and at Passchendaele October 1917. Discharged after 

four years and approx, eight months service. Married, wife and 

two boys. Occupation Bank Clerk at Lloyds Bank Ltd., 72 

Lombard St. London. Home address 23 Hillside Gardens, 

Edgware, Middlesex. He was runner to Lt. Stone at 

Passchendaele. Whitefield was wounded in the leg at that time. 

He enquires as to what happened Lt. Stone and has been informed, 

he was killed in that battle. 

(See Rolly Knight’s story in Jan. 1937 issue.) 

Charles W. Matheson, No. 101258, enlisted in the 66th Sept 

15th, 1915. Transferred to the 49th June 1916 and served with 7 

platoon “B” Coy and later on in the Transport. Discharged August 

10th, 1919 with four years’ service. He is a Park Ranger, Jasper, 

Alta. Married and has one boy three years and six months. He says 

he will be pleased to see any of the boys at Maligne Lake, some 
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real good fishing for the troops. So you poor fish if you want to 

fish you know where to Angle along to. 

 

G. Dance, “Tom”, No. 433036, enlisted in the 49th March 2nd, 1915 

and was placed in 7 platoon, “B” company. He was sick in Feb. 1916 

and suffered a wound and shell shock May 1st, 1916. Tom received 

his discharge March 22nd, 1919 with four years and 20 days service. 

He is now Postmaster at Rochfort Bridge, Alta. Married. Dance was 

born in Danville, Va. U.S.A. 

S. R. Watts, No. 100724, original battalion 66th. Was transferred to 

the 49th at Winnezeele, Belgium in June 1916 and placed with 4 

platoon, “A” Coy. Watts was runner to Col. Palmer for a long time 

and finished up with the runners of 7th Bde. H.Q. at Mons. He was 

with the troops from Ypers to Mons without being “lucky” enough to 

be wounded. Was awarded the M.M. at Cambria. Came back with the 

battalion and received his discharge at the Armouries, March 22nd, 

1919. In sending his dues he thanks the troops for sending along the 

Magazine, as he enjoys it so much. It helps him to keep track of his 

old pals. Married, and is farming at Barrhead, Alta. 

J. W. Gladstone, No. 898304, enlisted in the 192nd Bn. May 1916, 

and was transferred to the 49th January 1917, serving with 14 

platoon, “D” coy. He received his discharge March 21st, 1919 with 

about three years’ service. Gladstone was for a long time one of the 

most efficient S.B.’s in “D” coy. Married and has a family of five 

boys. Occupation, Park Warden at Banff. Several of the boys have 

visited him when on holidays at Banff. 

Charles Robinson McFadden, “Mac”, No. 432369 enlisted in the 

49th Jan. 6th, 1915 believe posted to 13 platoon, “D” coy, and later 

to M.G.’s. Slightly wounded June 3rd, 1916, and in hospital 1915-16- 

19 with Bronchitis. Discharged July 8th, 1919, four years and six 

months service. Occupation Civilian Employee, National Defence, 

Tuxedo Bks. M.D. 10, R.C.E. Married, wife and 5 children, boys 15, 

12, 10, 7, girl 10. Home address 435 Terry Road, St. James, Man. 

Another one of the long missed, he has only met one other 49er in his 

district, William Williams, 337 Aldine St. St. James. 

 

 

 

Wm. Bryan Frame, “Bill”, No. 409530, enlisted in the 37th Bn. June 

5th, 1915 and came to the 49th March 6th, 1916, on the Signal Section, 

H.Q. Coy. Discharged April 1919, after three years and ten months 

service. Freight trainman, C.N.R., Nth. Battleford, Sask. Married, and 

lives at Allan Apts. North Battleford, Sask. Numerous enquiries have 

been made regarding Frame’s hangout, and the boys can now look 

him up or write him. 

John Laurance Stone, No. 432139, enlisted in the 49th Jan. 4th, 1915 

and posted to 4 platoon, “A” coy. John suffered from wounds and 

sickness. Discharged May 20th, 1919 with four years and four 

months service. Occupation, Civil Servant, married, one boy and girl. 

Resides at 24 Le Marchand Mansions. 

David Irons, “Old Dave”, No. 432927, enlisted in the 49th Jan. 23rd, 

1915, and posted to 6 platoon “B” coy. Later to H.Q. coy on the 

Transport. Discharged March 23rd, 1919, with four years and two 

months service. Occupation, Labourer. Married and has five children. 

(One of these is a policeman in Calgary) Dave lives at 522 Eau Claire 

Ave. Calgary, Alberta. 

William A. Sutter, “Happy”, No. 432409, enlisted in the 49th Bn. Jan. 

6th, 1915 and was posted to 11 platoon, “C” coy. He was discharged 

April 24th, 1919 with four years and three months service 

Occupation, Accountant. Married, wife and one child. Address, 9797-

106th St. Sutter was left behind in hospital when the battalion 

proceeded to England. Transferred to the 66th Bn. August 1915, and 

then by draft to the 10th battalion. 

Russell Foy Brinkman, “Red”, No. 231204, enlisted in the 202nd. Bn. 

March 22nd, 1916 and was in 13 platoon. On transfer to the 49th 

March 27th, 1918 he served in “D” company and the Scout section. 

Red was sick during his service. He received his discharge July 1919, 

after three years and three months service. 

Residence, 10718-126th, St. Edmonton. 

Charles Wesley Ashmore Dawes, No. 432558, enlisted in the 49th 

Jan. 8th, 1915 and posted to 15 platoon, “D” coy. He was sick with 

Gastritis during his services. Discharged April 6th, 1920, with five 

years and three months service. Clerk in the Civic Blk. Edmonton. 

Married. Residence 10733-106th St. Edmonton. Charley was also 

with the C.A.M.C. at Epsom, (not salts) and the C.A.S.C.M.T. 

London. 

Fred Hustad, No. 237099, Fred lost all his records by fire soon after 

his discharge and he is not certain of places and dates. Anyway, he 

was drafted to us in France sometime in the later stages of our sojourn 

in the land of the Philistines. He was in 7 platoon, “B” coy. Suffered 

from sickness during his service. Discharged March 1919. Married, 

wife and two boys. Living at Hay Lakes, Alta. 

Percy Keen, No. 432468, enlisted in the 49th Jan. 7th, 1915, and was 

posted to 14 platoon, “Steady D”. He was wounded in the head and 

arms. (If I remember aright by a rifle grenade which killed a Pats 

M.G. officer in to take over, N.A.) Percy was discharged July 1919 

with four years and six months service. Is now Local Manager, Alta. 

Gov’t. Telephones, St. Paul, Alta. Married, and has two boys. One of 

the Good little “Ghurkas”. 
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T. Journeaux, No. 433018, enlisted in the 49th Feb 15th, 1915 and 

posted to 3 platoon, “A” Coy. Tom was partly buried at Ypres and 

the Somme. Wounded, shrapnel in right leg, slight, and operation for 

Hemorrhoids. Served also at the C.C.H.Q. School in France. 

Discharged May 28th, 1919 with four years and three-month service, 

Works at the Dairy Pool 10531-102nd St. Married, wife and two 

children. Home address 922 9-9 5th St. Edmonton. Says he was B.2 

in England but crossed the water to Canada and discharged A. 1. 

(Sure, remarkable what those sea voyages could do for a fellow.) 

Arthur Augustus Rollit, No. 475409 enlisted in the 4th University 

Company, P.P.C.L.I. October 1915. Transferred to the 49th 

September 1916. Discharged April 1918 with two years and seven 

months service. Now Steward at Toronto Jail. Resides at 117 

Edgewood Ave, Toronto, Ont. Came to the 49th with the rank of 

Lieutenant. 

Thomas Yule, No. 432964, enlisted in the 49tli January 1915 and was 

posted to 4 platoon, “A” coy. Discharged August 1919 after four 

years and seven months service. Married, one son and daughter. 

Farms at Killam, Alta. The troops had made enquiries for Yule so 

here is his at last. Yule doesn’t say so in his replies to the 

questionnaire, but he was in the M. G’s on their formation at the Ex-

hibition Grounds. 

Alexander Miller Bell, “Ack Emma”, No. 141621 enlisted in the 76th 

July 26th, 1915. Drafted to the 49th Nov. 1916 and posted to 4 

platoon, “A” company. Discharged February 1919 with three years 

and seven months service. Occupation, Physician. Married, wife and 

four children. Residing at Alvinston, Ontario. On the distributing end 

of the No. 9’s instead of the receiving end as of old. 

Frank Waite, No. 432753, enlisted in the 49th January 14th, 1915, 

and posted to 11 Platoon, “C” company. Suffered from wounds and 

rheumatism during his service. Discharged May 18th, 1919 after four 

years and five months service. Frank is unemployed at the present 

time. Married and has five children. Resides at 13503-119th St. 

Edmonton. 

Charles M. Dawson, No. 432072, enlisted in the 49th January 4th, 

1915, and posted to 8. platoon, “B” company. Wounded during his 

service. Discharged February 26th, 1919 with four years and two 

months service. Occupation, Carpenter. Resides at 10419-100th 

Avenue. 

Richard Swift, “Dick” No. 898319, enlisted in the 192nd March 24th, 

1916. Transferred to the 49th January 1917 and posted to “B” 

company. Dick was wounded at Passchendaele and evacuated to 

Blighty. Discharged August 12th, 1918 after two years and three 

months service. Occupation, teacher, Calgary School Board. Resides 

at 1430 6th St. N.W. Calgary, Alta. Married, one son and three 

daughters. Swift was C.S.M. of “B” coy after Vimy until wounded at 

Passchendaele. 

Fred W. Bonnett, No. 432572, enlisted in the 49th January 4th, 1915, 

and was posted to 12 Platoon, “C” company. Received a G.S.W. head 

at Sanctuary Wood, May 1st, 1916. Discharged May 28th, 1919 with 

four years and five months service. Married, two boys and one girl. 

Resides at Pelee Island, Ontario. After recovery from wounds was 

transferred to Forestry Corps, 26th Company at Auxi Le Chateau, in 

charge of sawmill. Discharged with the rank of C.S.M. Joined Militia, 

2nd Alberta Bn. (31st) with rank of Lieutenant, was then farming at 

Killam, Alta. Now keeps a small farm and gas station also assistant  

 

engineer at Township Pumping Plant, at Canada’s farthest South 

Point. 

C. K. Mackenzie, Sergeant in the B. C. Provincial Police, who was 

stationed at Prince George, has been transferred to Prov. Police H.Q. 

at Victoria 

Elzear Cloutier, No. 101452, enlisted in the 66th October 21st, 1915. 

Transferred to the 49th about June 12th, 1916, and was posted to 14 

platoon, “D” coy. Wounded, left leg off at the hip and right knee 

smashed. Discharged September 3rd, 1918 with two years and 

approx., ten months service. Now farms at Falher, Alta. Married, wife 

and six children. He made two trips into the line and was in the 

bombers on the last one. On this last trip an hand grenade got him in 

the knees. 

Charles Barker, No. 126978, enlisted in the 71st Bn. October 2nd, 

1915. Transferred to the 49th November 4th, 1917, and posted to 12 

platoon, “C” company. Received a G.S.W. left leg. August 28th, 

1918. Discharged, February 11th, 1919, after three years and four 

months service. Married, and resides at Goderich, Ontario. 

Occupation, Machinist. 

F. G. Dilley, No. 100588, enlisted in the 66th June 1915. Transferred 

to the 49th June 1916, and was posted to 13 platoon, “D” coy. 

Wounded in the hip and spine September 15th, 1916 at Courcelette. 

Discharged November 1917 with two years and five months service. 

Can only do light work. Married, two sons ages 16 and 18. Address, 

315-7th Ave. N.E. Calgary, Alta. Enjoys reading the Forty-Niner. 

From the way several of our boys write into H.Q. here, there seems 

to be a good chance of reviving or rejuvenating the Calgary branch. 

John William Tipton, “Old Bill”, original unit 19th Alberta 

Dragoons, enlisted August 8th, 1914. Joined the 49th February 1917. 

Wounded at Passchendaele October 30th, 1917. Received his dis-

charge August 14th, 1919, after five years’ service. Occupation, Park 

Warden Jasper, Alta. Married and one son living who is also married 

and has two sons. Bill sent along the address of his brother, Lt. T. R. 

Tipton, 610 Curzon St. W. Hollywood, Calif. Tommy was an officer 

in “D” coy. 
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Alfred Clayton, No. 100139, “Yorky”, enlisted in the 66th July 1st, 

1915. (Twice turned down by the 49th as unfit) (a case of persistence 

rewarded, Office Boy) Transferred to the 49th in early June 1916 just 

after the 3rd battle of Ypres. Posted to 10 platoon, “C” Coy. Received 

G.S.W. on October 5th in front of Regina Trench when taking over, 

(ask J. Harstone) Transferred to the R.A.F. 19/7/ 18 from which he 

was discharged as Commissioned Officer on 14/2/19. Is now a 

Licensed Grocer, 104 Industry Rd. Sheffield 9, England. In Army 

language he is a Canteen Wallah. Married, his daughter born in 

Edmonton, Alta. Jan 17th, 1921, and named Kathleen Alberta. In his 

remarks says; “I notice that my place of joining up in the event of any 

outbreak of hostilities is Edmonton, I wonder who the H . . .. will pay 

my fare? He has sent copies of the 49er to his brother-in-law in 

Suffolk, who was also in the 66th, No. 100358, H. Helliwell. He hopes 

he will become a member when he has settled in work again. 

Willaim D. Chalmers, “Bill’, No. 434949, enlisted in the 50th Feb. 

9th, 1915. Transferred to the 49th December 26th, 1915 and was 

posted to “D” company. Wounded during his service. Discharged 

June 30th, 1917 after two years and five months service. Is now 

C.P.R. Telegraph Linesman, Lethbridge. Married, wife and two girls. 

Address, 212- 11th St. South Lethbridge, Alta. 

Sam Belik, No. 904741, enlisted in the 194th March 20th, 1916. 

Transferred to the 49th in the Winter 1916-17, and was posted to 13 

platoon, “D” coy. Was twice wounded and also was in Can. Hospital 

at Etaples (Eat apples) with trench fever in 1917 Discharged July 5th, 

1919. Now farms at Jarvie, Alta. Married, and has two boys six and 

two years and six months, girl six months. 

Walter Weir, “Scotty”, No. 432421, enlisted in the 49th January 6th, 

1915, and posted to. 10 platoon, “C” coy. He was wounded during 

his service and discharged medically unfit for further service, 

 

 

 

 

owing to wounds received in action. Discharged June 4th, 1918, with 

three years and five months service. Occupation Millwright. Married, 

wife and two boys. Home address, 12508-128th St. Edmonton. Scotty 

is a member of the executive for “C” coy. 

Frank Benton, No. 432974, enlisted in the 49th January 28th, 1915 

and posted to 5 platoon, “B” coy. He was “B” company officers mess 

cook. Discharged July 18th, 1919 with four years and six months 

service. Occupation, Cook at the New Edmonton Hotel. Married, 

wife and two daughters. In his remarks Benton says he lives mostly 

in camps. 

Arthur McCormick, No. 432216, enlisted in the 49th January 5th, 

1915, and posted to 13 platoon, “D” coy. Mac was one of the steady 

old standbys of his company and was well liked by all the troops. 

Discharged March 26th, 1919, with four years and three months 

service. He has two children. Home address, 8211 Rowland Rd. 

Edmonton, Alta. 

John A. Steele, No. 904768, enlisted in the 194th April 1916. 

Transferred to the 49th January 1917, and posted to 12 platoon, “C” 

coy. Wounded June 1st, 1917 at Avion and again Oct. 2nd, 1918 at 

Cambria. Discharged November 1919 after three years and eight 

months service. Now farms at Chief Lake, P.O. British Columbia. 

Married. 

Alfred Foxall. “Foxy” No. 19486, enlisted July 19th, 1917 for the 

49th at London, England and was placed with 6th platoon, “B” coy, 

on arrival at the battalion. Discharged April 1919, with one year and 

nine months service. Employed as Machinist with the C.N.R. 

Married, three sons in the family. Home address 11619-130th Ave. 

Edmonton. Foxall was a machinist on munitions when he joined up, 

and was attached to the 9th Reserve, Bramshott. 

Quintín McGarvie, “Scotty or Mack”, No. 432456, enlisted in the 

49th January 7th 1915 and posted to 11 platoon, “C” coy. He was 

twice wounded during his service. Discharged March 23rd. 1919 with 

four years and approx, three months service. Married, four children, 

two married and two at home. Home address, 8819-93rd St. 

Pensioner. Mack has a nominal roll of “C” company which he is 

giving to the Cor Secty. These rolls may possibly be published in the 

near future. 

F. C. Pearce, No. 432777, enlisted in the 49th January 12th, 1915, 

and posted to 15 platoon, “D” coy. Where he was one of the “Chink” 

platoon. Wounded in the stomach during his service. Discharged Feb. 

12th, 1918 with three years and one month’s service. Now is 

employed as tinsmith C.N.R. Married and has one boy. Address, 

11448-67th St. Edmonton. Many a piercing look did he give the 

N.C.O.’s, especially (yours truly the office boy). 

W. R. Williams, Bombie”, No. 425486, enlisted in the 45th, at 

Brandon, Man. March 17th, 1915. Transferred to the 49th May 1916 

and was posted to 4 platoon, “A” coy. Slightly wounded June 2nd, 

1916. Discharged March 26th, 1919, after four years and nine days 

service. Farmed five years in Manitoba, at present unemployed. 

Married, and has one boy. Home address, 337 Aldine St. Sturgeon 

Creek, Man. Attached “A” Section Bombers Aug. 1916. Played 

soccer for the Bn. team two years. Attached to the 7th C.I.B. 

Bombers, March 4th, 1918. 
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Edwin Thompson, “Tommy” No. 252358, enlisted in the 209th 

March 4th, 1916. Transferred to the 49th August 1917 and posted to 

9 platoon, “C” coy. Sickness, Flu and Appendicitis operation. Dis-

charged June 3rd, 1919, with three years and three months service. 

Electric Craneman, Snoqualmie Falls Lumber Co. Married, wife and 

five boys. Address, Box 162, Snoqualmie Falls, Wash. U.S.A. 

William Thirlwell, No. 100598, enlisted in the 66th July 7th, 1915. 

Transferred to the 49th June 1916, and was posted to 16 platoon, “D” 

coy. Wounded, G.S.W. right leg. Discharged, March 23rd, 1919, with 

three years and eight months service. Fire boss, Mine. Married, four 

in the family. Address Robb P.O. Alta. 

Oliver Randolph King, “Ralph”, No. 811037, enlisted in the 138th 

December 6th, 1915. Transferred to the 49th December 1916 and 

posted to 6 platoon, “B” coy. Received shrapnel wounds in left thigh, 

buttock and right arm. Discharged March 23rd. 1919 after three years 

and approx., four months service. Occupation, Electricity and Gas 

Inspector, Dominion of Canada. Single. Home Address, 10848 92nd 

St. Edmonton. 

Worley C. Trimble, No. 231650, enlisted in the 202nd June Sth 

1916. Served in 16 platoon of the 202nd. Transferred to the 49th 

January 7th, 1918, and posted to 8 platoon, “B” coy. Wounded May 

11th, 1918 in the left hand. Discharged, January 31st, 1919 with two 

years and seven months service. Salesman. Married; two daughters 

both married. Address, 10227 130th St. Edmonton. 

Jesse Charles Richardson, “Rich”, No. 425246, enlisted in the 45th 

April 7th, 1915. Transferred to the 49th June 1st, 1916, and posted to 

5 platoon, “B” coy. Wounded at Regina Trench, Oct 7th, 1916 gunshot 

wound in right forearm, Discharged June 1917, with two years and 

three months service. Grain Buyer, McConnell, Manitoba. Married, 

four boys and one girl. He was in the 49th Bombers under Sgt. 

Hunter. Caught and played right field for 49th Ball team. 

William A. Preston, No. 432779, enlisted in the 49th about January 

10th, 1915 and was posted to 16 platoon, “D” coy. Suffered from 

Rheumatism, and broken arches. Discharged Sept. 20th, 1915, after 

six months service. Farmer at Radway, Alta. Married, and has one 

daughter age 26. P.O. Address Box 10, Radway, Alta.  

 

B. C. Miller, No. 3205387 enlisted from the Alberta Regimental 

depot January 8th, 1918 and joined the battalion in midsummer of that 

year, being posted to 6th platoon “B” coy and later being drafted to 

headquarters where he served as M.P. He was known in the army as 

“Doc”, sometimes as “Yukon”. He was discharged June 15th, 1919 

after eighteen months of service. He is a painter residing at 723 

Walker Street, Wenatchee, Washington, U. S. A. He is married and 

has two children. In a letter accompanying his questionnaire he 

wishes to be remembered to Colonel Palmer, Major Walkeden, Sgt. 

Jackson, George Palmer, Jimmie Dewar, Bishop, George Blower and 

Charlie Keeler. 

 

 

 

 

Albert Maxey, No. 432249, enlisted in the 49th January 4th, 1915 

and posted to 12 platoon, “C” coy. Gassed at Passchendaele in 

October 1917. Discharged, November 11th, 1918 after three years 

and approx., eleven months. He had operations on his nose and leg as 

ordered by P. & H. Dept, paid for by himself. Maxey retired last year 

and is now living at St. Cyprians’, 1 Lansdowne Rd., Croydon, 

Surrey, England, which place he has taken on a long lease. 

 

Art Weir, No. 101276, enlisted in the 66th Sept. 20th, 1915. 

Transferred to the 49th June 1916, and was posted to 12 platoon, “C” 

coy. He was wounded by Shrapnel. Discharged in 1917. Farmer at 

Blue Sky, Alta. He says, “He is pleased we keep track of the ‘Old 

Goats’.” 

 

Douglas Linton Robinson, “Doug”, No. 542276, enlisted in the 

Divisional Cyclists, Sept. 2nd, 1916. Was transferred to the 49th Nov. 

2nd, 1917 and posted to 5 platoon, “B” coy. Wounded, G.S.W. Left 

Thigh and Arm. Discharged, Disbanding of unit, March 1919, after 

two- and one-half years’ service. Married, wife and one boy, 15 years. 

Fruit Rancher at Oliver, B.C. 

 

Charles F. Yeomans, No. 436424, enlisted in the 51st January 16th, 

1915. Transferred to the 49th Sept. 1915 at Shornecliffe Camp, and 

posted to 9 platoon, “C” Coy. Received G.S.W. Abdomen when Fritz 

raided the trenches at Hooge in 1916. Discharged January 29th, 1917 

with two years’ service. Married, and has two boys 15 and 16, and 

one girl 18 years. Farming at Jarvie, Alta. He meets with quite a 

number of the boys who are farming in his district. Enjoys the 

magazine, especially F. R. Hasse’s diary. 

 

Levi Umbach, “Slim”, No. 904334, enlisted in the 194th Feb. 24th 

1916. Transferred to the 49th about March 15th, 1917 and posted to 

13 platoon, “D” coy. He was wounded during his service. Discharged 

Feb. 28th, 1919 after three years’ service. No occupation at present. 

Home address Stony Plain, Alta. 

 

Glad Harrington, No. 100543, a 66th man writes from Keg River, 

Alta and sends in money for the magazine and “Red” Dick 

Hutchings dues. He says Red is feeling much better since he has been 

down East at Haliburton, Ontario. He says he thoroughly enjoys the 

magazine although he didn’t serve overseas in the 49th, he reads of 

so many of his 66th pals who did. 

 

Geo Sanregret, No. 3207598, enlisted in the 1st A.D.B. March 28th 

1918. Transferred to the 49th Nov. 1918 and posted to “A” company, 

at Mons. Sick for two weeks with Bronchitis in 3rd C.H. Hospital, 

Boulogne, France. Discharged April 11th, 1919 after one year and 

fourteen days service. Labourer. Married, wife and nine children, six 

boys and three girls. Address, St. Paul. Alta. 

 

Robt. Watt, No. 2208, enlisted in a draft of 19th Alberta Dragoons, 

January 1917. Transferred to the 49th December 1917 and posted to 

“C” coy. Wounded at Cambrai. Discharged February 1919. Married, 

wife and two children. Farming at Kaleland, Alta. (I may not have his 

regimental number right it was hard to decipher, Office Boy.) 
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Eldage E. Vandrin, “Bud, or Ed.”, No. 253018, enlisted in the 

209th May 25th, 1916. Transferred to the 49th date not 

remembered and was posted to “A” coy of the 49th, and also was 

with “A” coy of the 209th. Bud was wounded during his service 

Discharged December 23rd, 1918, after two years and eight 

months service. Occupation, Clerk, at present Motor Mechanic. 

Married, wife and six children. Home address St. Victor, Sask. He 

would like to become a member of the association same as he was 

a member of the good old 49th. 

William Henry Simpson, “Bill”, No. 432228, enlisted in the 49th 

January 5th, 1915, and was posted to 12 platoon, “C” coy. Bill 

was wounded in the left chest. Discharged February 9th, 1918 

with three years’ service. Works for the C.N.R. Married. 

Residence, 10745 111th St. Edmonton. 

Arthur Herbert Stevens, No. 252817, enlisted in the 209th April 

14th, 1916. Transferred to the 49th April 1917, and posted to 16 

platoon, “D” coy. Invalided from Mont St. Eloi, but returned to 

France Jan. 1918 and rejoined the unit at Avion March 1918. 

Wounded at Cambrai in the left leg. Discharged at Edmonton, 

March 1919. Now engaged in running a weekly newspaper, “The 

Climax”. Address, Climax, Sask. He has a married daughter in 

Edmonton, Mrs. Rex Bird, 9830-104th St. He has forwarded dues 

for himself and McNaught and also notified the association of the 

death of J. D. Tolson, at Climax, (see Last Post). 

John William Allen No. 811115, particulars of whom appeared 

in the last issue of the magazine, was stated to have served in “D” 

company this should have been “C” company. Allen is at 

Haselaw, Alta. Ranger for the Dominion Forestry Service. 

Patrick Quinlan, “Pat”, No. 101666, enlisted in the 66th Feb 

18th, 1916, joined the 49th after the Somme 1916, and was posted 

to 4 platoon “A” coy. He was wounded right eye in 1917, flesh 

wound, and in the left foot at Cambrai, Sept. 1918. Discharged 

Feb. 28th, 1919 after three years’ service. Railroader at present 

unemployed, c/o unemployed ex-servicemen, Immigration Hall, 

Edmonton. Would like to hear from “A” company boys. 

G. Farrington, “Sonny”, No. 434934 enlisted in the 50th Bn. 

Feb. 9th, 1915 Joined the 49th at Hooge 1916, was posted to 7 

platoon, “B” coy. Discharged July 8th, 1919 with 4 years and 4 

months service. C.P.R. section man at Alhambra, Alta. He wishes 

to be remembered to J. D. Smith and E. Thompson. Called in at 

the Club room of the Vancouver branch and had a good time, he 

found them a good bunch. 

W. L. Melchett, enlisted in the C.A.M.C. 1916, and was 

transferred to the 49th a few days before the Vimy show 1917, at 

10 o’clock of the first day he was hit on the right hand and lost 

two fingers. He served with “B” coy. Married and has four 

children. Blacksmith at Progress, B. C. Information regarding 

membership has been forwarded to him. 

Hugh John McDonald, M. M., No. 811200 originally enlisted in 

the 138th. He joined the 49th in December 1916 and was posted 

to “B” coy. After Passchendaele he became one of the battalion 

runners. He was slightly wounded at Cambrai but remained on 

duty. He was with the battalion to the finish. He resides at 9707 

93rd. Street. He is married and has five children. 

 

 

Roy McNaught, “Red” No. 253143, enlisted in the 209th March 

1916. Transferred to the 49th July 12th, 1917, and posted to “D” 

coy. Wounded G.S.W. left arm. Discharged, July 25th, 1918, after 

two years and approx, four months service. Married with a family 

of three. Farming at Climax, Sask. Is in touch with A. H. Stevens, 

49er (which see in W.B.). 

Dakota Boda Collins, “Joe”, No. 808188, enlisted in the 137th 

January 15th, 1916. Transferred to the 49th September 1916 and 

posted to 12 platoon, “C” coy. Wounded, shrapnel in the knee and 

eye at Passchendaele. Discharged July 18th, 1918, with two years 

and seven months service. Married, wife and one girl ten years. 

Farms at Gadsby, Alta. Sends best regards to all the boys, and one 

of these days he is coming to Edmonton for a re-union. 

Andrew Laing, No. 101222, enlisted in the 66th Sept. 3rd, 1915. 

Transferred to the 49th June 1916, and posted to 2 platoon, “A” 

coy. Suffered from sickness during his service. Discharged, April 

19th, 1919, with four years’ service. No family. Farming at 

Halcourt, Alta. He was marked in the books, as living at Rio 

Grande. Please note the address, Halcourt. 

Lieut. Bob Wyndham is operating an inn at Morfabychan, Port 

Maddeck, North Wales. 

Capt. O. P. Arkless, M. C., lives out on the Finchley Road, near 

London. 

Henry Bryce Brown, Cpl., No. 432769, enlisted in the 49th Jan. 

14th, 1915, and was posted to 10 platoon “C”, Coy. He received 

a bullet wound in the right thigh. Discharged August 1919 with 

four years and seven months service. Occupation, Sheet Metal 

Worker. Married, and has one son 18 years. Address, 32 Sundale 

Ave. Whiston, Lancs., England. 

R. S. M. Marshall, D.C.M. was a visitor in Edmonton for a week. 

He motored up from California with his family, via Calgary on 

the weekend of Saturday June 19th, and returned on Sunday June 

27th. Fred is sorry he had not the time to visit many of the troops 

and extends his best regards to all old pals. 

Charles Dempster, No. 432177, enlisted January 4th, 1915, was 

posted to 6th platoon, “D” Coy. He was wounded at 

Passchendaele in 1917. He is now employer as regulator of 

schedules Winnipeg Electric Co. and resides at 1533 Wolseley 

Avenue in that city. He has a family of three girls. 

W. H. McKinstry, No. 252463 originally a 209th battalion man 

from Swift Current, who joined the 49th, April 1917, being posted 

to 7th platoon, “B” coy., is at present farming at Webb, Saskat-

chewan, and like most farmers in that area has been burned out. 

He has a family of three boys and three girls. During his service 

with the battalion he escaped being wounded. 

J. Tweedale, “Jock”, No. 432867 enlisted January 13th, 1915 and 

was posted to 5th Platoon “B” coy. During his service he was 

severely wounded. He is now elevator agent at Lavoy. He is 

married and has one son now 12 years old. Jock will be 

remembered as a member of the original football team, playing 

with such men as Kinsman, Dempster, Dickie, Ockenden and 

others. 
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EASTERN BRANCH ANNUAL DINNER 

 

April 3rd at the Toronto Whist Club, corner of Bloor and 

Spadina, was a red-letter night in the history of the Eastern Branch 

of the 49th Battalion Association in that the General was present 

and guest of honor. Save for a few who could not be present and 

who wrote expressing their regrets, there was practically a full 

attendance. 

Members began to arrive early, forming in a group about the 

General, thus beginning to reminisce long before commencement 

of dinner. But the real treat came after dinner when the General 

spoke. We then knew he had lost none of his old-time spirit and 

sense of humor. 

He spoke for well over an hour — an hour so full of interest that 

it passed as but a few minutes, bringing back memories, mostly 

humorous and pleasant, of a period now long past. 

The early history of the Battalion and how he himself came to 

be connected with it, was briefly outlined. Reference was made to 

early recruiting days, beginning January 4th, 1915 when 187 men 

were enlisted. In eight days, the Battalion was up to strength. 

Tribute was paid to the first officers, non-coms, and men, many 

being mentioned by name. The General spoke of the Battalion’s 

fine esprit-de-corps, a spirit that stayed with the Battalion 

throughout the war, which was stronger even than discipline itself. 

Each man felt himself personally a guardian of the Battalion’s 

honor, seeing to it that no action of his reflected on its good name. 

Incidents of our leaving Edmonton and the journey across 

Canada and aboard ship were recounted briefly. Then of our days 

at Shornecliffe and efforts made by those higher to prevent the 

Battalion from crossing as a unit. To prevent this required no little 

manoeuvring. The most successful being to see to it that the 

musketry course was not entirely completed, for drafts could not 

well be taken from a regiment not fully trained finally, when Lord 

Kitchener inspected the troops at Shornecliffe, the opportunity 

presented itself. The General pointed out to him the serious 

political situation that might develop should the Battalion be 

broken up, for Edmonton was proud of the 49th Battalion. Lord 

Kitchner of course “understood”. Thus it was that a few days later 

the order came for the Battalion to go across as a unit, though there 

were other difficulties to overcome—such as the effort of the 

Harbor Master to keep the Battalion in England loading ships. 

On October 9th, 1915, the Battalion went to France. At first we 

were used as corps troops. We did so well at this type of work that 

an effort was made to use us for nothing else. But though we were 

willing to do our share of trench digging, it was not for that we 

had come to the front. Finally, therefore, we were brigaded with 

the R.C.R.’s., P.P.C.L.I’s and 42nd Battalions, under the 

command of General Sir Archibald MacDonell. 

At the beginning the 49th Battalion was “Looked down upon” 

as a sort of inferior western species, by the other Battalions which 

were officered by wealthy influential men. We soon outlived this, 

however, beginning definitely to come into our own at the first 

brigade sports where, we carried off all the major events. Even old 

“Dick”, the General’s horse, took a first prize, competing with 

such an expensive trained charger as that of Colonel Cantlie’s. 

The 49th Battalion so completely carried the day, that General 

Mercer asked if it were the only Battalion in the Brigade. 

But it was not until the 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th of June that the 

Battalion really won its place in the Brigade and Corps. On the 

second, 750 men went down to Ypres, crossing the bridge at 

midnight, moving towards the front. Notwithstanding our 

marching through a barrage six hundred yards deep, we arrived at 

the appointed place with but few casualties. 

On the 3rd we did our “stuff” in the presence of the other 

Battalions in such a manner that when the “show” was over, no 

praise was too good for us. There we lost our inferiority complex, 

if indeed we ever had it, for our reputation which carried and 

increased throughout the war, was made that day. 

Numerous incidents, mostly amusing, were recounted, right up 

until the time of the General’s departure to take command of the 

1st Brigade. In conclusion, he briefly summed up his own 

reactions and feelings. He told of his pride in raising the Battalion, 

feeling it to be the finest thing he had ever done in his life; of how 

many, including his own father and General Alderson, had 

commented on the fine appearance of the men. He never recol-

lected having an unpleasant day so far as the Battalion was 

concerned, for it never presented any real problem to him. 

Now, twenty-two years later he finds keen pleasure in meeting 

the old boys in reunions such as this and believes it fine that the 

old Battalion should keep closely knit together. 
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Summing up he said: “We must not fall apart, (and requested all 

members to join the nearest branch of the 49th Battalion Association). 

Here we have in the common military association something that 

rides above the usual difficulties and rises superior to the vicissitudes 

of life. As long as we live, I feel sure we will carry on and that this 

spirit of comradeship will continue to grow, for the trials of war has 

cemented a friendship stronger than ordinary friendships. So it is a 

great satisfaction for me to come here and meet you all, a feeling that 

it is difficult to find suitable language to express. I feel that when I 

come to a thing of this sort, I step back again for an hour or so into 

the finest and proudest position I have ever occupied or ever hope to 

occupy.” 

When he sat down, the boys sang “For He’s a Jolly Good Fellow”, 

with all the old enthusiasm, and the dinner was over. Again, the boys 

grouped about the General, until it was time for his departure to the 

station. So ended a most delightful evening which we hope will be 

but a forerunner of many more. We want the General to keep at least 

one date a year open for the Eastern Branch. 

The Coronation activities included a brigade church parade on 

Sunday, May the 9th to Riverdale Presbyterian Church. The service 

was conducted by the Rev. McPherson, and Ex-Pte. in the P.P.C. L.I. 

The Church was packed. The boys formed up on Viaduct Park, 

Broadview and Danforth Avenues, at 10 a.m. parading along 

Danforth to Pape Avenue to the Church on Pape. After service, the 

boys marched back to the Park and dismissed. 

On May 12th, at 11 a.m., Lt. I. W. Anderson, together with the 

president, J. R. Dobson, planted a tree just south of Fleet St., to the 

east of Princess Gates, Exhibition Park entrance, on behalf of the 49th 

Battalion. A tree for each unit that served in France was planted. Also 

present, were Lt. R. P. Ottewell and C. R. Jones. In the afternoon the 

boys paraded, taking the solemn oath of allegiance. The parade 

moved off past the City Hall and war memorial. After the Salute was 

taken, the boys dismissed. The afternoon parade was a parade for all 

ex-service men and women. In the evening, it rained and the tatoos 

arranged together with fireworks, were cancelled. These were held on 

June 9th, the King’s Birthday. 

On July 17th, it is proposed to carry on the Annual Picnic which 

was started last year. Those who attended last year, know the good 

time the kiddies had. We hope to be able to give the kiddies a good 

time again this year and hope for a larger turnout. 

 

 

 

 

Membership cards are waiting for the members of the Eastern 

Branch and the Executive would welcome dues from those in arrears. 

Mr. Peter Haig was elected to the Committee, vice E. J. Trist, who 

was unable to attend through other duties. 

In Hospital—A. A. Mathieson, No. 736952. 

We desire to extend to all Branches our sincere good wishes from 

the Eastern Branch and hope their activities will be crowned with 

success. 

“Princess Patricia’s Re-union” Dinner 

The annual dinner of the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light 

Infantry was held at the Carls-Rite Hotel, in Toronto, on May 8th, 

being the anniversary of the regiment’s participation in what is 

known now, under the broad term of “the second battle of Ypres”. 

The first Canadian Division had commenced its participation in this 

battle, on April 22nd, 1915. The Pat’s., apparently, had not entered 

the engagement until later. A battalion of something over 600 

frontline strength was reduced to less than 200, in this engagement. 

The Patricias sent out invitations to the other three battalions of 

the 7th Brigade, R.C.R.’s, 42nd and 49th Battalions. I, as vice-

president of the Eastern Branch, 49th Battalion Edmonton Regiment 

Association, was delegated to represent the 49th Battalion at the 

Patricia’s dinner, and accordingly attended their dinner. The Pat’s 

have always been notorious for their hospitality and I bear witness 

that their recent dinner was no exception. Many toasts were offered 

and responded to. Captains Baker and Turner both blind veterans, ex-

members of the Pat’s, who are executives of the Canadian National 

Institute for the Blind, delivered particularly inspiring addresses, and 

by their exhortations, cheery manner and ready wit, presented fine 

examples of the courage and resoluteness displayed by men who 

suffered the greatest physical handicaps inflicted on soldiers during 

the war. 

Whilst I heard no official figures of the numbers attending the 

dinner, I would estimate that more than 200 sat down in the main 

dining-room of the Carls-Rite Hotel. The places at every available 

table were filled. It was suggested that the 7th Brigade in Toronto, 

form a Club, to be known as the 7th Brigade Club. Its members to be 

made up of ex-members of the four battalions making up the Brigade. 

The proposal was made by myself in responding to a toast to the 

guests and was apparently well received. I may say that the response 

was made somewhere near midnight. Enthusiasm was running very 

high and whether that enthusiasm continued next day and the days 

following, I am unable to say, but if the proposal’s acceptance at the 

dinner is any gauge, we are bound to have a 7th Brigade Club in 

Toronto. 

The arrangements at the dinner were particularly impressive, the 

outstanding feature being an illuminated cross with the dining-room 

lights turned out during the observation of silence, in remembrance 

of fallen comrades. Something that everyone who attended, will 

remember. The assembly broke up about midnight when all joined 

hands in singing Auld Lang Syne. The guests departed on their 

various ways, vowing that if the Pat’s were not the best regiment that 

went overseas, they certainly stood not lower than second to the one 

to which each belonged. 

R. P. OTTEWELL. 
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GROUP EASTERN BRANCH PICNIC 

 
The Eastern Branch picnic was held on Tansley’s farm, “D” coy., 

at Sharon, near Toronto. In the group in the rear are Tansley’s sister 

and sister-in-law. Back row, left to right, Mesdames Bottaro, Dobson, 

Armstrong, Matheson’s sister-in-law, Tansley’s sister-in-law, 

Ottewell, Anderson and Edmunds. Middle row, Mesdames Haig, 

Jones, Stallin and Matheson. 

GENERAL LOOMIS DEAD 

Major-General Sir Fredrick O. W. Loomis, D.S.O., C.M.G., 

K.C.B. who commanded the 3rd Canadian division at the close of the 

Great War, died in Montreal on February 15th. He was 67. 

The distinguished soldier, a product of the ranks died suddenly 

from a heart ailment. 

He was a native of Sherbrooke, Que., where, at the age of 16 as a 

private in the 53rd Regiment, he began the military career that was to 

culminate in a brilliant war record and a divisional command. 

That command came in 1918, three years after Lieut.-Colonel 

Loomis had led the 13th battalion, Royal Highlanders of Canada, into 

its baptism of fire at Ypres. 

He had been named commandant of St. Julien, and it was there he 

and his battalion fought a desperate losing engagement in April of 

1915. The town fell but the Canadians earned acclaim. 

After the battle, Loomis received a colonelcy. Later, as a 

brigadier-general he commanded the 2nd Canadian Infantry Brigade 

through stiff fighting at Ypres, the Somme, Vimy Ridge, Hill 70 and 

Passchendaele. 

Following his promotion to command of the 3rd division, that unit 

took part in the Canadian Corps’ advance from Arras to 

Valenciennes. And on the morning of armistice day units from a 

brigade he formed led the way into Mons. 

Sir Frederick was knighted the year after that. The French 

government also honored him. with the Legion D’Honneur and 

Belgium entered him in the Order of Leopold. During the war, he was 

mentioned four times in dispatches. 

Sir Frederick is survived by Lady Loomis, the former Margaret 

Morrison Mundell of Kingston, Ont.; two daughters, Mrs. S. 

Mackenzie of Montreal and Mrs. George Turner in England; and five 

sons, Arthur, Miles, Alexander, James and D. McKay Loomis, all in 

Montreal. 

In civilian life Sir Frederick was a contractor. 

 
SPEERS QUITS PENSIONS SERVICE 

Russell W. Speers, K.C., a former Forty-niner, has retired from 

the post of Soldier Advocate for Northern Alberta. 
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REPORT OF VANCOUVER BRANCH ACTIVITIES 

The Annual Dinner, Vancouver Branch. Among the diners are many well-known faces, slightly older but still recognizable pick them out for yourself. 

 

Since the last report the Vancouver branch has had a very active 

and successful period and has added several new members to its 

organization. The New Year started with the annual banquet held on 

January 2nd, which was a most successful affairs. One hundred and 

two members sat down to a full course turkey dinner with added 

refreshments. The guests included Gen. J. A. Clarke; Col. R. DeL 

Harwood; Rev. George Biddle and a representative from the R.C.R. 

and P.P.C.L.I. The social activities have been confined mostly to 

whist drives and dances, two being held each month. The association 

is planning on being with the Edmontonians on the big picnic at 

Vancouver the third Wednesday in July. The next big enterprise 

planned is the operation of the Association’s dining hall at the 

Vancouver exhibition. The success last year was very gratifying, and 

prospects are even brighter this year. A cordial invitation is extended 

to all 49ers and their friends who may be visiting in Vancouver to 

visit the booth. 

The annual meeting was held in April with a good attendance. Keen 

interest was shown in the Association’s activities and reports of the 

committees. The following officers and executive committee were 

elected: Pres. J. B. Collin (re-elected); 1st Vice President George 

Nicol (re-elected); 2nd vice president W. A. Oakley; Secy. Treas P. 

C. Wells (re-elected) Sgt. at Arms: George Waite (re-elected). 

Executive: Edgar Arnold; W. J. Nelson Frank Simpson; F. G. Howell 

and D. R. Ware. Monthly meetings are held, after which refreshments 

are served. The Association’s headquarters are now officially located 

in the “Yukon” room of the Castle Hotel, which is very centrally 

located. 

The Association lost a good member in Dick Williams of “A” coy. 

A good representation of the Vancouver branch attended the funeral 

and provided the pall bearers. The usual 49th battalion wreath was 

placed on the grave. George Hodson and Jack Bowling have recently 

suffered the loss of their fathers and in both cases the Association’s 

wreath was placed on the graves. The Ladies Auxiliary has been a big 

asset and is co-operating fully with future plans. 

The Vancouver branch extends greeting to all 49ers in the 

Edmonton and Eastern branches and wishes to thank the Edmonton 

secretary for his cooperation.   P. C. Wells. 

Ladies Auxiliary 

The Ladies Auxiliary of the Vancouver branch of the 49th battalion 

Association under the capable leadership of Mrs. J. B. Collin has had 

a most successful year. The social convener, Mrs. M. McLaren has 

been very active in the affairs held recently. The bridge tea held at the 

Hudson’s Bay banquet room and the dinner at the Women’s Building 

were outstanding successes. Other social affairs were the Jersey Farm 

Dairy Tea and a whist drive at the home of Mrs. E. Arnold. A birthday 

anniversary was held at which the ladies were guests of the Capital 

Theatre, after which a dinner was held at the Eden Cafe under the 

convenorship of Mrs. G. Nicol and her committee. A large birthday 

cake, the gift of Mrs. Nicol, decorated in the battalion colors centred 

the table. At the conclusion of the dinner a presentation was made to 

Mrs. Simpson, one of the active members of the auxiliary, who was 

leaving on a trip to the Old Country. Owing to the flu epidemic the 

sick and visiting committee was very active. Regret is felt at the 

departure of Mrs. W. Manton, who has moved from Vancouver to 

make her home at Cloverdale. Mrs. Mitchell, an Edmonton visitor, 

attended the March meeting. The annual meeting was held on April 

13th and the following officers elected by acclamation: Hon. Pres. 

Mrs. W. Wilson; Pres. Mrs. J. B. Collin; Vice Pres. Mrs. P. C. Wells; 

Sect Treas. Mrs. W. C. Skinner; Press Correspondent Mrs. R. B. 

Deacon; Inside Guard Mrs. W. Nelson; Membership Convenor Mrs. 

G. Nicol; Sick and Visiting Convener. Mrs. E. Arnold; Social Mrs. 

M. McLaren; Welfare Committee Mesdames Collin, Skinner, 

Bowling, Reeves and Waterhouse. 

Mrs. J. B. Collin, Pres.  

Mrs. W. C. Skinner, Secy. 
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WAR MEMORIAL UNVEILED AT SEBA BY THE GENERAL 

—Courtesy Edmonton Bulletin. 

Major General, W. A. Griesbach, C.B., C.M.G., 

D.S.O., V.D., K,C, officiated on Dominion Day at 

the unveiling of a stone cairn erected in front of the 

town hall at Seba Beach in memory of the war dead 

of that summer resort. Invocation by Rev. S. F. 

Tackaberry, rector of St. Peter’s Anglican church, 

Edmonton, proceeded the unveiling. Wreathes were 

placed at the base of the memorial by Mayor W. 

Chailand of Seba Village and Mrs. R. C. Cull and 

Mrs. E. V. Welch for the Old Timers. The cairn is 

of red colored stone and was erected with village 

funds. It commemorates the life and sacrifice of 

Arthur Hovey Louis Day and Angus Smith, the 

latter a member of the 49th battalion. Bugler J. II. 

Ratcliffe sounded the Last Post. The guard of honor 

was composed of members of the Canadian Legion 

B.E.S.L., headed by Lieut. George Gleave and Seba 

Beach ex-service men, The funds for the erection of 

the memorial were provided by vote of the village 

council, supplemented by private subscription The 

cairn, while not too imposing is very artistic in 

appearance. 

 

VETERANS WIN CONSIDERATION 

The provincial government is prepared to immediately reinstate any 

ex-serviceman who has been dismissed from the Alberta civil service 

without cause according to a letter from Premier Aberhart. Protests 

over the dismissal of returned men had been lodged with the 

government when a delegation of five from a mass meeting, comprising 

H. A. Dyde, chairman, with Major General W. A. Griesbach, C.B., C.M.G., 

D.S.O., V.C., K.C.; Rice; Alderman J. H. Ogilvie and Mr. McLaren, 

interviewed the government. The delegation asked for reinstatement of 

the men immediately, or in the alternative an investigation of each case 

by a royal commission. The text of the government’s reply follows: “At 

a meeting of the executive council the question of the resolution 

presented by the ex-servicemen’s committee was taken up and it was 

decided that the government would quite willingly comply with the 

requests contained in the resolution and would be ready to reinstate 

immediately any ex-serviceman who had been dismissed from the civil 

service without cause. Our ministers are quite willing to meet any such 

a committee appointed by the ex-servicemen for the purpose of 

discussing the causes of dismissal of anyone who desires his case 

investigated. It is our earnest intention to give ex-servicemen every 

preference, other things being equal, in the civil service.” The resolution 

to which the premier’s letter refers was passed at a big mass meeting 

and presented to the government by the servicemen’s committee. It 

asked for reinstatement of men dismissed or investigation by a royal 

commission. 

 

DEATH OF VETERAN CITY FIREMAN 

The death occurred in a city hospital on January 30th, 1937 of Arthur 

Nelson Brownlee, aged 43, of 11344 123rd Street. Familiarly known as 

“Joe” Mr. Brownlee was one of the most popular members of the city 

fire department. He was a member of Patricia Lodge, A.F. & A.M. Born 

at Bryson, Quebec July 26th. 1893 he joined the fire department in 1916. 

During the latter part of the war while visiting in Lethbridge he joined 

up with the 78th battery. He was still in a training camp near Pembroke, 

Ontario when Armistice was declared. He is survived by his wife, one 

son, Jackie, his father Joseph Brownlee, two brothers, W. R. Brownlee, 

49er, and H. R. Brownlee all of Edmonton, four sisters, Mrs. E. Bricker, 

Columbus, Ohio; Mrs. H. S. Hodgins; Mrs. K. R. Seaman and Miss Eva 

Brownlee, all of Edmonton. The funeral was held from Howard and 

McBride’s Funeral Home. Rev. A. D. Richards officiated, and interment 

took place in the Edmonton Cemetry. The pall bearers were: J. Smith; 

William Young; Capt. J. Dealy; A. Johnston; Cecil Marriott and J, 

Proudfoot. 

 

DEATH OF MAJOR GRAHAM 

Mrs. Robert Belcher, 10043 116th Street, relict of the late Colonel 

Belcher, commanding officer of the 138th, recently received word of the 

death in Vancouver of her son-in-law Major David Graham, who was 

also an officer in the 138th and later served in France with the Engineers. 

The late Major Graham is survived by his wife, the former Adelaide 

Belcher, and one daughter. 
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LIFE MEMBERS 

Major General, Hon. W. A. Griesbach, 12916 102 avenue, 

Edmonton. 

Mrs. Dorothy Weaver, 10232 Wadhurst Road, Edmonton. 

Mrs. A. K. Hobbins. 

Major A. P. Chattell, 10520 126 street, Edmonton. 

Capt. G. D. Hunt, 12512 Stony Plain Rd., Edmonton.  

Capt. J. C. Thompson, Toronto. 

Lieut. N. A. Campbell, Alberta Nash Co. Ltd., Calgary, Alberta. 

Lieut. I. W. Anderson, Apt. 405, 2400 Queen Street East, Toronto, 

Ontario. 

Capt. The Rev. W. A. R. Ball, The Vicarage, Ramsgate, England. 

Major J. R. Lowery, Pacific Building, Vancouver, B. C. 

Earle O. Hay, 11138 65 street, Edmonton. 

Neville H. Jones, 11252 125 street, Edmonton. 

Walter Jordan, 12206 Stony Plain Road, Edmonton. 

Lieut. R. P. Ottewell, 85 Richmond Street West, Toronto, Ontario. 

Mrs. Mary Boyle, 7518 8th Wilton Place, Los Angeles, California. 

J. E. Brady, Luscar, Alberta.  

A. Croasdale, 29 Newton Road, Ashton-on-Ribble, Lancashire, 

England. 

Major A. W. Owen, 6 Scott street, Chicago, Illinois. 

Lieut. J. F. E. Carman, 1271 McKenzie Street, Victoria, B.C. 

E.J. Sharp, 13 Stanhope Place, Edinburgh, Scotland. 

Lieut. A. M. Macdonald, 9844 89 avenue, Edmonton. 

W. Palmer, 14171/2 West 51st Place, Los Angeles, California. 

Lieut. T. N. Ramsey, 10142 130 street, Edmonton. 

Major F. L. Bradburn, 408 George Street, Peterboro, Ontario. 

Major B. H. Taylor, Lakeside, Sidney, Vancouver, B. C. 

Major F. S. Winser, Idaho Springs, Colorado, U.S.A. 

A. F. Proctor, 309-10 U.S. National Building, The Dalles, Oregon. 

N. Arnold, 11908 92 street, Edmonton. 

Lieut. Colonel H. G. Young, D.S.O., M.C., 202 Scott Block, Moose 

Jaw, Sask. 
MAGAZINES, CARDS, ETC., RETURNED 

B. J. Thieme, 224A St. Auburn, Wash., U.S.A.  

Fred Jewson, Suite 1, 524 Renfrew St. Vancouver, B. C. 

J. S. C. Skeel, Arborg, Man. 
Wm. Robinson, 908A-9th Ave, East, Calgary, Alberta, 

F. Easby, 509-3rd St. W., Calgary, Alberta. 

J. Bryson, 342A Spadina Ave, Toronto, Ont. 

J. Blythe, 1506-5th St. E. Calgary, Alberta. 

H. Rutter, 150 Wool Exchange, Coleman St. E. C 2, London, 

England. 

 

 

C. B. Reinhardt, 10458-83rd, Ave, Edmonton. 

H. Baker, 10281-99th St. Edmonton, Alberta.  

W. Bull, 12216-93rd St. Edmonton. 

T. Charretta, 1007-107 St. Edmonton. 

D. W. McCormick, 12146-79th St. Edmonton. 

F. W. Nelson, 11537-66th St. Edmonton. 

F. H. Steele, 9933-101 St. Edmonton. 

Mrs. Geo. Tighe, Shasta Blk., Edmonton. 

Mrs. R. W. Heron, 11045-106th St. Edmonton.  

Mrs. T. Mary Perry, 10306-105th St. Edmonton. 

Chas. Johnson, South Fork, Salmo, B. C. 

J. Laing, Jasper, Alta. 

Wm. Morrison, Jasper, Alta. 

W. J. Anderson, Breton, Alta. 

F. Langton, P.O. Box 1081, Vancouver, B.C. 

W. D. McMillan, Can. Legion, Moose Jaw, Sask.  

J. Sloan, 84 Woodmount Ave, Toronto, Ont.  

Alfred Young, Abbotsford, B. C. 

G. S. Angus, 11235-94th St. 

R. G. Butler, 10918-107th Ave, Edmonton. 

A. Dobbie, 10734-85th Ave. Edmonton. 

W. Jordan, 12206 Stony Plain Rd. Edmonton. 

B. Morrison, 11409 92nd St., Edmonton. 

D. Parker, 104th Ave, City. 

J. C. Thompson, 9925-114th St. Edmonton. 

W. Weir, 318 Fairbairn Blk., Edmonton. 

A. MacKenzie, 11616-95th St. Edmonton. 

A. Suttle, Suite 1, McFarland Blk., Edmonton. 
 

MRS. JESSIE DOW McTEAR TOD 

The death occurred on January 10th at the residence of her son 

D. M. Tod, Manville, of Mrs. Jessie Dow McTear Tod, aged 87, 

widow of the late Alex. W. Tod and mother of Lieut. “Andy” Tod 

of the 49th battalion, now residing in Vancouver. She is survived by 

four sons, David, Philip, Henry and Andrew. The funeral took place 

in Edmonton, Rev. H. A. McLeod officiating. The pall bearers were: 

Hon. R. G. Reid; George Reid; James Young; A. Souter; Hon. J. F. 

Lymburn and R. Linn. 

 
HONORARY MEMBER EASTERN BRANCH 

Norman Arnold, corresponding secretary, has been honored by 

appointment as second honorary member of the Eastern branch of 

the Association, General Griesbach being the only other honorary 

member. 
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SISTER “MAC” 

Miss. Eva F. McLean, who was one of the sisters in the contingent 

which went over with us on the “Metagama” 

has been in correspondence with the 

corresponding secretary. “Sister Mac” as she 

was known Overseas has been in receipt of 

the Forty Niner continuously, and highly 

values the magazine. Miss McLean, who now 

lives in Toronto, comes of a very well-known 

branch of that clan, members of her family 

having held responsible positions in the Royal 

Household. 

Brantford, Ontario is where the family 

originally settled, and made a substantial 

contribution to that locality. Her brother, 

Henry John McLean enlisted in the 125th Bn. 

and was second in command. He reverted to captain to go to France 

with the fourth Bn. and received the Military Cross. 

Sister McLean, whose number was 4970A enlisted in Winnipeg, 

May 15th, 1915 and was discharged, after one year in England and 

one in France. November 1919. Several of our members were nursed 

by Sister McLean, and other sisters who went over with that 

contingent. Sister Lamplough at Belcher Hospital, Calgary, is another 

of our sisters. 

ST. JULIEN ANNIVERSARY 

Valor of Canadian soldiers at the battle of St. Julien in the Ypres 

salient, April 24th twenty-two years ago, was commemorated by 

nearly 150 veterans of the Red Cheveron Club at an anniversary 

celebration held in the King Edward Hotel, Saturday, April 24th. It 

was in this show that Colonel Pete Anderson was taken prisoner and 

escaped from Germany five months later. The gallant colonel was an 

honored guest at the dinner, which was addressed by General 

Griesbach, Hon. Mr. Hugill, Attorney General, Mayor Clarke and 

Chief Constable Shute. 

BALFOUR R.M.C. ADVISER 

Capt. H.E. Balfour, chief inspector of high schools for Alberta, has 

been appointed a member of the advisory board of the Royal Military 

College, Kingston. Capt. Balfour succeeds Dr. G. M. Kirby, Calgary, as 

Alberta Member of the board 

MAJOR FLOEN’S DAUGHTER WED 

Miss. Gertrude Bernice Floen daughter of Major and Mrs. H.E. Floen, 

was married to Mr. Ingar Telmer, on June 28th. Major Floen is well 

known in the battalion, having been bombing officer, in which capacity 

he lost a leg.  

GENERAL GRIESBACH HURT 

Major General W.A. Griesbach, was a “Casualty” in a cricket game 

in June when he suffered a sprained tendon in his right leg. 

THIRTY FIRST BN. REUNION DINNER 

The 31st Battalion Association held its annual dinner at the Royal 

George Hotel on Saturday, May 2nd. About 55 former members of 

the battalion were present. M. B. McColl was elected president; 

Hector Kennedy, vice pres., J. L. Hollingshead, Secy. A. W. Bannard, 

Treas. William Jones, A.H. S. Gould and R. Hanna were named  

 

members of the executive. Major Clarke greeted the members and 

visitors, the latter including H. A. Dyde, pres. Edmonton Branch 

Canadian Corps; S. T. Vickerman, Calgary; J. A. S. Lowe, 

Edmonton; A. J. Talbourdet, St. Paul; W. M. McMillan, Green Court; 

Alan Lewis; J. M. Calder; T. H. Jones; H. Pegrum; J. R. Ritchie, all 

of Mayerthorpe. The affair was a happy one. 

ARNOLD TO BE AT CALGARY - BANFF 

N. Arnold, corresponding secretary of the Association, 

contemplates a holiday trip to Banff and Calgary sometime around 

the first of August. He would like to get in touch with any 49ers who 

might be interested in the magazine and in the affairs of the 

Association. His address in Calgary may be got from “Jimmie” 

McMillan, Calgary Power Co., and at Banff from the Canadian 

Legion headquarters. 

WORD FROM CRUICKSHANK 

R. Cruickshank writing to Norman Arnold enclosing membership 

dues of Robert G. Andrews, 1247 8th Avenue A South, Lethbridge 

and R. Cruickshank, 318 12th Street South, Lethbridge, advised he 

regretted he would not be on the church parade this year. He said he 

certainly enjoyed meeting so many of the boys last year. 

HEADS AUTHORS ASSOCIATION 

Roger R. Macpherson, who was an early member of “B” and “D” 

companies of the 49th battalion, later transferring to the chaplain 

services after suffering injury, was reelected president of the 

Edmonton Branch of the Canadian Authors Association at the annual 

meeting held in April. Many of the old timers in the battalion will 

remember Macpherson. 

BRADY’S RINK WINS TROPHY 

Jack Brady, besides serving in the 49th with distinction has 

developed into a curler of parts. His Luscar rink last winter won the 

club trophy. Brady is a life member of the Association. 

 
  



Jul 1937    No. 25             THE FOURTY NINER 
 

Page 37 of 41 
 

 
CHARLES MATHESON TO THE RESCUE 

Game warden Charlie Matheson of the Maligne Lake division of 

the Jasper Park game wardens service, formerly of “B” coy., was a 

member of the rescue party which brought in Warden Edward 

McDonald, who was badly injured close to his cabin, situated in the 

lonely and remote part of the Jasper National Park, forty miles distant 

from Jasper, when his horse stampeded by grizzlies trampled him. 

Warden McDonald took six days to crawl a scant two hundred yards 

to his cabin to telephone park headquarters for help. 

OF INTEREST TO LIFE MEMBERS 

At a recent executive meeting of the Association it was decided 

that the wife of a deceased life member should be continued as a life 

member on the records in place of her husband. 

BRAVERY OF WAR TIME PIPERS 

Deeds of bravery performed by regimental pipers during historic 

battles and an account of their daily life in Highland regiments were 

related by Pipe Major Henry Laing of the 49th Battalion pipe band, 

in an address on “Pipes and Pipers” given at a recent meeting of the 

Alberta Pipers Association. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHERE IS LIEUT. HERRICK? 

The British Columbia branch of the Association has requested 

information concerning the whereabouts of Lieut. G. N. R. Herrick, 

whose last known address was Box 324 Orana, California. Lieut. 

Herrick was one of the original officers and it is necessary to get in 

touch with him to confirm details respecting a Coast member’s 

application for pension. 

THEY SAW THE CORONATION 

Lieut. Colonel E. A. Pitman, Chauvin, commanding Officer of the 

19th Alberta Dragoons, and C.S.M. James Anderson, Edmonton, a 

member of the Edmonton Fusiliers, were the only two non-permanent 

militia members to be named as official representatives from 

Northern Alberta to the Coronation. 

CONTRIBUTORS TO “BOYS OWN” 

C. V. Tench, No. 432882, who served in 16th platoon, “D” coy., 

has an article in the May issue of “The Boys own Paper” entitled “At 

Grips With a Grizzly”, and Sgt. Bud Cotton, of the Buffalo Park, 

Wainwright, who served with the 13th C.M.R’s and the 49th, has a 

story in the June issue under the caption “Buffalo Trails”. The articles 

are well written and make very good reading. 

MISS MARY PHILPOT 

In a letter to N. Arnold from 37 Oakshaw, Paisley, Scotland, Mrs. 

Anna M. Grant records the death of her sister, Miss Mary Philpot. 

The late Miss. Philpot and Mrs. Grant visited Edmonton five years 

ago, just prior to the death of their brother, Thomas Philpot, in the 

Soldiers’ Wing, University Hospital. The late Thomas Philpot was a 

former member of the 49th. 

MRS. LOTTIE WHYTE ROBSON 

Word was recently received by Bob Whyte of the death in a Los 

Angeles hospital of his sister Mrs. Lottie Whyte Robson, wife of 

Charles Robson. The late Mrs. Robson was the youngest daughter of 

Mrs. Mary Whyte and a resident of Edmonton for many years. 

MAY MOORES BROWN 

The death occurred in March of May Moores Brown, aged 15, 

daughter of George Brown, 9806 88th Avenue,, a prominent member 

of the 49th battalion, whose periodical cartoons have enlivened the 

frontice pages of the magazine during the war and since. Mr. Brown’s 

daughter has been residing in Sterling, Scotland, with her 

grandparents since the death of her mother in Edmonton three years 

ago. She was ill in hospital for only three days when her death 

occurred. The sympathy of the members of the Association is 

extended to Mr. Brown. 

MRS. GLADYS MURIEL PEPPRE 

The death occurred on Wednesday, January 20th of Mrs. Gladys 

Muriel Peppre, aged 40 wife of Leroy Peppre, 9115 88th Avenue, a 

former member of “D” coy. of the 49th. She is survived by her 

husband, one daughter, Audrey, her mother Mrs. W. A. Dickson, 

Edmonton four brothers and two sisters. The funeral service was held 

from St. Luke’s Anglican Church, Rev. W. H. Hatfield officiating. 

Interment took place in the Mount Pleasant Cemetery. 
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LIEUTENANT COLONEL A. K. HOBBINS D.S.O. 

Lieut.-Col. Albert Keefe Hobbins, 64, D.S.O., M.S.M., died 

Monday April 6th at his home, 11019 99 Ave., after an illness of 

about four months. He was the original adjutant of the 49th battalion. 

He became commander of the Third Entrenching battalion in 1916. 

Wounded in the later stages of the war, he was invalided home in 

1918. 

Born in Birmingham, 

Eng., Col. Hobbins came to 

Canada in 1912 and until 

the outbreak of the war was 

a member of Edmonton pol-

ice force. On his return after 

the war he was police 

magistrate at Drumheller 

for three years then served 

with the dominion parks 

branch at Jasper, Elk Island 

and Kootenay, B. C. parks 

until his retirement last Sep-

tember. 

Col. Hobbins was active 

in the Masonic order, being 

past master of Jasper lodge 

and 33rd degree Mason in 

Edmonton. 

Surviving are his 

widow, three daughters, 

Mrs. A. Garton, Mrs. H. M. 

Turner, and Miss Rene 

Hobbins, and one son, 

William, in Edmonton; a 

daughter Mrs. G. S. Barnes, 

Mountain Park; and two 

sons, Albert Frank, 

Norwich, Eng., and 

Alexander, Contact Lake, 

N.W.T. 

Before coming to 

Canada Col. Hobbins gave 

21 years’ service in the 

imperial army and was regimental sergeant-major of the Cheshire 

regiment in England. In his later service in the great war he made high 

record as a soldier and officer, winning D.S.O. distinction in August 

1916, for good work done in the June “scrap” in Sanctuary wood. In 

January 1917, he was mentioned in dispatches. 

All military units in the city were represented at the funeral which 

was held from Christ Church to the Edmonton Cemetery. Inspector 

G. C. P. Montizambert appeared in behalf of the R.C.M.P., and Sergt. 

Reg. Jennings for the Edmonton police department. Large 

representations were present from the 49th battalion association, the 

Canadian Legion, the Army and Navy Veterans’ association, the Can-

adian Corps association, and other bodies. 

Pall bearers were six prominent Edmonton officers—Col. F. C. 

Jamieson, V.D., Col. T. C. Sims, V.D., Col. W.L. Oliver, M.C., E.D., 

Col. E. A. Ladler, V.D., and Col. P. L. Debney, M. M. 

The firing party consisted of members of the 49th Militia regiment. 

Colonel Hobbins joined the Battalion early in January 1915. I 

immediately appointed him Lieutenant and Adjutant and he went to 

work at once. It will be remembered that we began recruiting on 

January 4th and were up to strength in eight days, save one hundred 

places which were reserved for the Peace River and Grand Prairie 

men. Hobbins immediate job was to get our paperwork and records 

in shape and this he did. His long service in the Imperial Army stood 

him in good stead and his natural ability enabled him to take some 

short cuts. We passed from one area of command to another always 

with a clean sheet for which the Battalion as a whole received much 

credit, but the credit was due to Hobbins. 

In the June show at Ypres in 1916 I was given the command of a 

temporary brigade and the command of the battalion fell to Major 

Weaver. He shortly after was done in and the command then 

developed upon Major Hobbins. There was not much that could be 

done save “stick it” and Hobbins played his part manfully winning 

his D.S.O. in that action. Some weeks later the command of the Third 

Entrenching battalion fell vacant and Hobbins received the command. 

He was the very man for the job for although the battalion did some 

work digging trenches it was really a reserve battalion for battalions 

in the line. His promotion to Lieutenant Colonel came with this 

appointment. Later when the Entrenching Battalion was broken up 

Hobbins returned to England. 

Colonel Hobbins left his mark upon the 49th Battalion. His 

handling of junior officers and N.C. O’s was particularly valuable. 

He knew to a hair what to see and what not to see. On arrival in any 

new area or command Hobbins used to go off and play a number of 

mysterious visits. He did not bother much with the big shots, 

A.A.G.’s and Q.M. G’s and the like but rather with the small fry. He 

was always running across someone he had known in Kerachi or 

Bumblepore or some other place and these old comrades strange to 

say could do things. The result was that when other units were going 

short for horses, equipment, rations, rum and so forth the 49th was 

supplied with all and sometimes more than all we were entitled to. 

Hobbins referred to these matters as having been “expedited”. When 

we found ourselves on the wrong side of K.R. & O. he could always 

recall a Royal Warrant promulgated in 1878 or thereabouts which put 

an entirely different complexion on the affair. 

Hobbins was a fine example of the fact, well known amongst 

soldiers, that it is hard to beat a good old soldier and that years of 

experience in handling men both juniors and seniors in using the 

regulations as a prop to support, and not as chains to bind, ultimately 

gives results such as are not to be had by chance or otherwise. 

As I have said Colonel Hobbins played a great part in the 49th 

Battalion and much of our success was due to him. His death a few 

months ago brought sorrow to us all. He was staunchly loyal to his 

old regiment “the Cheshires” but I think that his service in and to our 

battalion, the part that he played and the results that he got, made him 

a very real Forty- niner. 
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JAMES D. TOLSON 

The death occurred at Climax, Sask., on March 19th of James 

D. Tolson 252735, a former Forty Niner, aged 61. Following an 

attack of flu he succumbed to pneumonia. The funeral services 

were held in St. George’s Church, Rev. John W. Carter 

officiating. The Canadian Legion had charge of the funeral 

arrangements. Interment was made in the Soldiers’ Plot in the 

Climax Cemetery. The pall bearers were former comrades-in 

arms: S. E. Minty; R. Mc-Naught; H. Ireland; J. H. Booth; F. H. 

Ball and H. Sterdwick. The late Mr. Tolson was born in 

Dewsbury, Yorkshire. Of the thirty-five years spent in this 

country he served thirty-two in the service of the Canadian Pacific 

Railway. He was section foreman both at East End and Climax, 

Saskatchewan. He enlisted in the 209th battalion, later being 

drafted to the 49th. He was an active worker in the Climax 

community. For the past ten years he was on the Vestry of St. 

George’s Church. For some years past he held a commission as 

Justice of the Peace. He was past president of the East End and 

Climax branches of the Canadian Legion. Besides his wife he is 

survived by one son, Donald, who recently took up residence in 

England. His oldest son pre-deceased him some thirteen years 

ago. 

(We are indebted for the information concerning the late Mr. 

Tolson’s death to Mr. A. H. Stevens of Climax branch of the 

Canadian Legion.) 

JAMES MCGILLIVRAY 

James McGillivray 100539, aged 44, one of the early settlers 

in the Spirit River District, where he first took up land in 1914, 

died in June after a long illness. The late Mr. McGillivray was 

originally a member of the 66th- battalion, Edmonton, later 

transferring to the 49th as a signaller and served with distinction 

in France, being awarded the Military Medal. He was past 

president of the Canadian Legion, Spirit River. He was a member 

of the school board there for several years. The funeral service 

was held from the United Church under Legion auspices, Rev. A. 

Thorne officiating. Seven children survive. Among the floral 

tributes placed on the grave was that of the 49th battalion associ-

ation. The Last Post was sounded by R. Kerr, a son of J. C. Kerr, 

V.C., of the 49th Battalion. 

THOMAS MOSS 

The death occurred on February 12th last at Culver City, 

California, of Thomas Moss, No. 432133, formerly an “A” coy. 

man who was in the band. Death was due to blood poisoning 

caused by an infected cut received while at work at M.G.M. 

studio. Burial was made in the Veteran’s plot in the Inglewood 

Cemetery, the funeral being arranged by the Culver City Post No. 

36, Canadian Legion B.E. S.L. The deceased is survived by his 

wife. W. J. Simmons, Adjutant, advised the corresponding sec-

retary of the arrangements made. Just shortly before his death N. 

Arnold received a letter from the late Mr. Moss. 

 

 

RICHARD WILLIAMS 

The death took place in Vancouver on March 31st of Richard 

Williams, No. 433094, a former member of 4th platoon “A” coy. 

The following ex-49ers acted as pall bearers: George Waite; J. 

Bowling: J. J. Smith; Andy Dale; Walter Manton and P. C. Wells. 

The Association’s wreath was placed on the grave. Twenty-one 

former members of the 49th and nine members of the Ladies 

Auxiliary were present at the funeral. 

JAMES HOLLOWAY 

The death occurred at his residence, 11811 96th Street, on June 

16th of James Holloway 432523, aged 55, a former member of 

13th platoon, “D” coy, 49th battalion. He is survived by his wife, 

one daughter and two sons, Emily, James and William all of Ed-

monton. The funeral service was held Saturday, June 19th from 

Andrew Bros, funeral Chapel. Rev. Canon Pierce Goulding 

officiated, and interment took place in the Edmonton cemetery. 

The pall bearers, furnished by the Association, were: J. J. Blewett; 

H. M. Bergman; F. H. Steel; F. T. Pinnell A. H. Patrick and J. W. 

H. Williams. Among the former 49ers who attended the funeral 

were General Griesbach; Colonel Harris; R. Dean; D. Keating and 

N. Arnold. 

JOHN C. SPOKE 

904275, John C. Spoke, passed away at Perivale, Alta.; March 

5th, 1936. The above information was sent in by Miss D. 

Rayworth when returning a communication addressed to Spoke. 

The deceased enlisted Feb. 26th, 1916 in the 194th battalion. 

He joined the 49th Dec. 28th, 1916 being posted to 8 platoon “B” 

coy. He served 28 months in France and was wounded in the 

Avion Raid June 9th, 1917. Discharged Sept. 30th, 1919. 

WILLIAM BOWLING 

William Bowling, 10615 113th Street, brother of Arthur 

Bowling, Edmonton and father of Frank and Jack Bowling, 

Vancouver, former 49ers, died April 21st aged 67. The late 

William Bowling was a pioneer Western Railroad employee. 

Until he retired last year he had been continuously employed as 

coach painter in the Edmonton shops since 1906. Born in 

Doncaster, England, he concluded fifty-two years’ service in the 

railroad industry when he retired in April 1936. Mr. Bowling was 

widely known among Northern Alberta bee raisers. He was a 

member of I.O.O.F. Lodge No. 30 and the Sons of England White 

Rose, also of Local No. 448 of the Brotherhood of Railway 

Carmen of America. Also surviving are his wife, a daughter, Mrs. 

Merrill Muttart of Edmonton and a son Walter of Vancouver. 

 



Jul 1937    No. 25             THE FOURTY NINER 
 

Page 40 of 41 
 

  

 

  



Jul 1937    No. 25             THE FOURTY NINER 
 

Page 41 of 41 
 

 

 

 

 


